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JEROME (TOUTED VERDE MINE), ARIZONA 

Location. Yavapai County, at Jerome, on U. S. Alt. 89, 
33 miles northeast of Prescott. 

Ownership and Administration. City and private. 

Significance 

By 1907, as the result of the huge production of high grade 
copper ores at Jerome and Bisbee, Arizona had become one of the great 
copper producing centers of the world. 

High grade copper ore was discovered in I876 in the Black 
Hills of central Arizona at the future site of Jerome by John Rufner 
and August McKinnon. Extraction, however, did not become profitable, 
due to high costs of transportation, until 1882, when the Santa Fe's 
Atlantic and Pacific Railroad reached Ash Fork, Arizona, about 60 miles 
northwest of Jerome.1 

In 1883 the United Verde Copper Co. was formed, with New York 
City financial backing, to exploit the deposits. One of these financiers, 
Eugene Jerome (grandfather of Winston Churchill) gave his name to the 
wild mining town that sprang up on the side of Mingus Mountain in 1883. 
A 50-ton furnace was erected to smelt the ore. The United Verde Company 
produced 1,763,000 pounds of copper during the first year. In 1887 a 
drop in the price of copper made production unprofitable and in 1888 
William Andrews Clark, the famous Montana copper king who later became 
U. S. Senator, purchased the United Verde Property and started fresh 
exploratory work. Operations were renewed in 1889. In 189^ Clark 
erected a copper smelter with a monthly capacity of 3,500,000 pounds 
over the mine workings at Jerome and also built a narrow gauge railroad 
from Jerome to connect with the Santa Fe, Prescott & Phoenix railroad 
at Jerome Junction. 

In 1911 the company laid out the town of Clarkdale, located 
some six miles from the Jerome mines, and here, in 1912-1915, erected 
a larger and more modern smelter. The huge copper production at Jerome, 
together with that at Bisbee, was important in making Arizona the leading 
copper producing state in the nation by 1907. By 1923 the United Verde 
company had produced nearly 1,112,000,000 pounds of copper, 56^,000 
ounces of gold, and 18,500,000 ounces of silver.2 

•k[n I887 the Santa Fe railroad built a branch line southward from 
Ash Fork to Prescott, 33 miles southwest of Jerome, 

p 
Thomas R. Richard's figures for the United Verde mine, for the 

period 1888 to 1930, are as follows: The mine yielded a total of 
20,3lU,000 tons of ore, from which 1,959,098,900 pounds of copper had 
been extracted, together with 1,009,800 ounces of gold and 3^,586,000 
ounces of silver. The value of this output he estimated to be slightly 
more than $350,000,000. 
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This output had yielded Clark a fortune of over a hundred million 
dollars. 

In 1935, when copper prices were at their lowest, Phelps 
Dodge bought out the United Verde property. The demand for copper 
during World War II led to intensive mining that depleted the known 
ore deposits, and both Jerome and Clarkdale are today rapidly 
becoming ghost towns. 

Condition of the Site 

Perched precariously on the sheer slope of Mingus Mountain, 
Jerome, with its rickety frame buildings propped on stilts and its 
narrow, steep streets, retains much of its I89O appearance and atmos­
phere. A museum in the center of the town displays objects relating 
Jerome's early mining history. Across the street still stands the old 
water-jacket blast furnace that went into use at Jerome in 1883.'" 

References. Robert G. Cleland, A History of Phelps Dodge, 1834-
1950 (New York, 1950), 238-241; Thomas A. Rickard, A History of 
American Mining (New York, 1932), 288-291; Rufus K. Wyllys,-Arizona, 
The History of a Frontier State (Phoenix, Ariz., 1950), 225-26, 277/ 
286; Hubert H. Bancroft, History of Arizona and New Mexico (San Fran­
cisco, I889) 590-91, 605. 

*# This site is recommended as a historic district, the precise 
boundaries of which remain to be established at a later date when the 
absolute ban on travel has been lifted. 

In 1888 Clark owned 70$ of the stock, and by the time of his 
death in 1925, he held 95 1/2$ of the 300,000 shares in the United 
Verde Copper Company. 
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Jerome, Arizona 
N. P. S. Photo, 1958 



SITES OF EXCEPTIONAL VALUE 

ALASKA PACKERS ASSOCIATION FLEET, CALIFORNIA 

Location. 1. Balclutha, Located at Pier A3, Fishermen's 
Wharf, City of San Francisco, San Francisco 
County. 

2. Star of India, Located at the San Diego Embarcadero, 
City of San Diego, San Diego County. 

Cornership. 1. Balclutha. Owned by the San Francisco Maritime 
Museum Association. 

2. Star of India. Owned by the Maritime Museum of 
San Diego. 

Significance 

These two ships, the Balclutha and Star of India, are the 
last surviving vessels of the Alaska Packers Association's great 
salmon fleet of the 1893-1920 period. 

From 1867 to 1873 the Pacific Coast salmon canning industry 
was concentrated solely on the Columbia River, but in I87A it began to 
spread to four other major salmon producing areas. In I87A a cannery 
was opened on the Sacramento River in California, in I876 two canneries 
appeared on the Fraser River in British Columbia, and in 1877 one 
cannery became active on Paget Sound, Washington. The last of the 
great salmon producing areas to be opened was Alaska: In I878 the 
Francis Cutting Packing Company of San Francisco established the first 
Alaska commercial salmon cannery at Old Sitka on Baranof Island in 
Southeastern Alaska. Its pack for that year was 8,159 cases. The 
industry developed slowly in Alaska, however, until the l880's. In 
1888 Alaska emerged as the greatest salmon producing area in the 
Pacific—a position it was to maintain thereafter. In 1889 Alaska's 
37 canneries packed 719,198 cases representing a value of $2,786,929. 
In 1900 its k2 canneries packed 1,5^8,139 cases and by this date salmon 
canning had surpassed the fur trade and evolved into Alaska's second 
major industry, exceeded only by gold mining. 

The movement toward combination and consolidation advanced 
rapidly in the Alaska salmon industry during the early 1890's. After 
an era of violent physical and economic warfare, individual cannery 
owners entered into cooperative agreements, formed marketing pools, and 
restricted production as a means to stabilize prices and profits. These 
steps led to an even more thorough-going reorganization, with the for­
mation in I892 of the Alaska Packers Association of San Francisco, 
which represented a merger of 90 per cent of the canneries operating in 
Alaska. Individual companies surrendered their plants, received capital 
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stock in the Association in return, and accepted a single unified 
management. A number of less efficient canneries were closed, cut­
throat competition was largely brought to an end, and production was 
held at profitable levels. The Association was a financial -success 
from the beginning, and from 1893 to 1920 it controlled one-half to 
three-fourths of the total pack of Alaska salmon. From 1900 to 1920 
the Alaska Packers Association produced well over a million cases 
annually, out of a total pack of from two to three million cases a year. 

Libby, McNeil and Libby, and the Pacific American Fisheries, 
Inc., operating from the cities of the Northwest and San Francisco, also 
acquired a number of canneries and established themselves as the other 
big concerns in the Alaska salmon trade. 

In 1906 there were 3,405 fishermen, 6,868 cannery employees 
and 474 transporters engaged in the Alaska salmon industry. They pro­
duced 2,219,014 cases valued at $7,896,392. In 1910 the value of the 
annual salmon pack (2,4-13,054 cases) reached $11,086,322, and increased 
rapidly thereafter to more than $18,920,000 by 1914. 

The largest fleet engaged in the salmon fisheries of Alaska 
from I893 to 1920 was that owned by the Alaska Packers Association. 
In 1894 the company operated 26 sailing vessels and thereafter for many 
years the company annually dispatched an average of 30 ships to the 
fishing grounds. Steamers were used for the first time in 1926 and 
thereafter began to rapidly replace the sailing vessels. 

In the spring these sailing ships, loaded with supplies for 
the canneries in Alaska, left San Francisco. The passage to the fish­
ing grounds, a distance of about 2,500 miles, was usually made in 25 
to 30 days. Arriving at the scene of operation, the fishermen, cannery 
employees, and supplies were landed and all preparations were made to 
receive the fish, which usually began to run in the early part of July. 
The "run" or period in which actual fishing was carried on, lasted for 
2 or 3 weeks. At the close of the season, the catch, cooked, canned, 
labeled, and packed ready for the market, was loaded on the ships, to­
gether with the fishermen and cannery employees. 

Putting out to sea, the vessels raced for San Francisco, 
usually making the return trip in 20 days. Cargoes were discharged, the 
larger part being transshipped direct on the transcontinental railroads 
to the East. After being cleaned and fumigated, the vessels were re­
turned to their winter quarters and overhauled in preparation for the 
next voyage to the North in the following year. In 1904 the Alaska 
Packers Association operated 23 out of the 55 canneries in Alaska and 
employed over 7,000 hands; its salmon pack was worth about 5 million 
dollars that year. 

The last survivors of the great Alaska Packers' Association 
fleet are sailing ships Balclutha, docked at San Francisco, and the 
Star of India, berthed at San Diego. 
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Sailing Ship Balclutha, 1886, San Francisco, California 
N. P. S. Photo, 1961 



Condition of the Ships 

1. The Balclutha. Built at Clyde, Scotland in 1886, this 
steel three-masted, square-rigged vessel spent her first 13 years as 
general trader carrying grain, lumber and whiskey to Auckland, Calcutta, 
and Rangoon, sailing 17 times around Cape Horn. In 1899 she was pur­
chased "by the Pope 85 Talbot Lumber Company of San Francisco, placed under 
Hawaiian registry, and carried lumber from Washington to Australia. 

In 190k the Balclutha was acquired by the Alaska Packers 
Association of San Francisco, and in 1906 was renamed the Star of Alaska. 
For the next 26 years, the Star of Alaska transported workers the ISOO 
to 2500 miles to the Alaska canneries each spring, and brought them back, 
with the salmon, to San Francisco each fall. The ship was the fastest 
of the Alaska Packers fleet of eight "Star" vessels and was the last of 
them to be retired as a cargo carrier in 193k. Renamed the Pacific 
Queen, the Balclutha was exhibited as a "pirate" ship until 1953-

The vessel, 1689 gross tons, 256.5 feet long, with a beam 
of 38.6 feet, and depth of 22.7 feet, was acquired by the San Francisco 
Maritime Museum in 195k. The ship has been carefully and authentically 
restored in every detail to its 1886 appearance as a general trading 
ship. The ship is open to the public. 

2. Star of India. Built by Gibson, McDonald & Arnold at 
Ransey, Isle of Man in 1863, as the full-rigged, three-masted ship 
Euterpe, the Star of India is the oldest iron-hulled sailing ship 
afloat.2 The vessel, owned by the British firm of Wakefield, Nash & 
Company of Liverpool, first sailed in the India trade and then carried 
emigrants to New Zealand and occasionally to Australia. 

In I898 the Euterpe was purchased by the Pacific Colonial Ship 
Company of San Francisco (J. J. Moore & Company), placed under Hawaiian 
registry, and carried lumber from Puget Sound, Washington, to Australia. 

In 1901 the Alaska Packers Association of San Francisco ac­
quired the vessel and changed its name to the "Star of India." The 
Star of India carried cannery employees and fishermen to and from 
the Alaska fisheries until 1923, when the ship was finally laid up. 
In 1926 the Star of India was purchased by the late James Wood Cofforth 
as the nucleus for a maritime museum. 

Alan Villiers and Roger R. Olmsted, Balclutha - Two Stories in 
the Life of a Ship (Reprinted from Ships and the Sea, 1955). 

2The Star of India, 1,200 gross tons, is 205 feet long. 
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