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FOREWORD 

This study represents the work of the National Park 

Service field staff assigned to The National Survey of Historic 

Sites and Buildings. In the process of evaluating the sites 

treated in the several themest the Consulting Committee for the 

Survey and the Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, 

Buildings, and Monuments have screened the findings of the field 

staff. The Advisory Board considered that some sites recommended 

by the field staff for classification did not meet the standards 

of the Survey's criteria. 

The sites and buildings associated with this study, 

"Alaska History," recommended for classification as possessing 

exceptional value by the Advisory Board are as follows: 

1. Erskine House 
2. Old Sitka 
3. St. Michael's Cathedral 
h. Russian Mission 
5. American Flag Raising Site 
6. Fur Seal Rookeries 
7. Skagway and White Pass 

The Advisory Board did not recommend classification of 

the following sites proposed by the field staff of the Survey: 

1. Chilkoot Pass 
2. Buldakoff Dwelling 
3. Russian Residence 
h. Russian-American Company Warehouse 
5. Church Warden's House 
6. Hubley House 
7. Lowe House 
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The sites listed below were recommended for further 

study to determine whether they merit classification as possessing 

exceptional value: 

1. Kenai (Redoubt St. Nicholas) 
2. Sheldon Jackson Junior College 
3. Point Barrow 
k. Metlakatla 
5• Ketchikan 

When the studies are published for wider distribution 

they will reflect these changes. 

Conrad L. Wirfch 
Director 

9210-62 
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PREFACE 

The National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings is a 

resumption of the Historic Sites Survey begun in 1937* under the 

authority of the Historic Sites Act of 1939. During World War II, 

and the emergency following, it was necessary to suspend these studies. 

The Surrey has now been resumed as pare of the National Park Service 

NZS8X0B 66 Pi jgzam. 

The purpose of the Survey, as outlined in the Historic 

Sites Act, is tc "make a survey of historic and areaeologic sites, 

buildings, and objects for the purpose of determining which possess 

exceptional value a3 commemorating or Illustrating the history of the 

United States." In carrying out this basic directive, each site and 

building considered in the Survey is evaluated in terms of the 

Criteria for Classification, which are listed in the appendix of 

this report. 

When completed the Survey will make recommendations to 

the Director of the National Park Service and the Secretary of the 

Interior as to the sites of "exceptional value." This will assist 

the national Park Service in preparing the National Recreation Plan, 

including sites which may be administered by the National Park 

Service to fill in gaps in the historical and archeclogical repre­

sentation within the National Park, System. It will also recommend 

and encourage program of historical and archeologi.cal preservation 

being canned out by state and local agencies. 
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The historical background narrative of this report was 

prepared for the National Park Service, under contract, by 

Dr. Benjamin F. Gilbert of San Jose State College, California. 

The material on individual sites was written by Historian 

Charles W. Snell, Region Four, San Francisco and is based on 

a 3k_day 13,000 mile tour of Alaska, made in June-July, 1961. 

Data on three sites, however, namely—St. Michael,' Nulato, and 

Unalakeet, have been drawn entirely from A. Arthur Woodward, 

"A Preliminary Survey of Alaska's Archeology, Ethnology, and 

History," (Typescript, Region Four, San Francisco, Jan. 1952). 

Dr. Woodward visited these areas for the National Park Service 

in the summer of 1951 • 

After completion, the study was presented to the Consulting 

Committee for the National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings. 

The Committee consists of Dr. Waldo G. Leland, Director of the 

American Council of Learned Societies; Dr. S. K. Stevens, Execu­

tive Director of the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Coianission; 

Dr. Louis B. Wright, Folger-Shake3pearean Library; Mr.Earl H. Reed, 

American Institute of Architects; Dr. Richard H. Howland, Head 

Curator, Civil History, Smithsonian Institution; Mr. Eric Gugler, 

American Scenic and Historical Preservation Society;Dr. J. o.Brew, 

Committee for the Recovery of Archeological Remains; Mr. Frederick 

Johnson, Robert S. Peabody Foundation for American Archeology; and 

Mr. Robert Garvey, Jr., Executive Director of the National Trust 

for Historic Preservation. 
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The over-all Survey, as well as the theme study which follows, 

is under the general direction of John 0. Littleton, Chief, National 

Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings, who works under the general 

supervision of Herbert E. Kahler, Chief Historian, Branch of History, 

and Daniel B. Beard, Chief, Division of Interpretation, of the 

National Park Service. 

Conrad L. Wirth 
Director 
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I. SUE D3BC0VERX 'OF ALASKA, 1724-1742 

Geographic faatures. Geography hew. been e. significant determinant 

in Alaska's history. The former isolation of the area hampered its 

development,and until recent times it vac almost entirely accessible 

only by sea. Alaska comprises an area of about 586*000 square miles 

vith a coa.st line of 34., COO rniles. There are three physiographic 

regions: the Pacific Mountain, the Central Plateau, and the Arctic 

Slope. Alaska is usually divided into six geographical regions: 

(l) Southeastern Alaska or the Panhandle, (2) Southcentral Alaska, 

(3) Southwestern Alaska, (4) Interior Alaska, (5) Seward Peninsula, 

and (6) the Arctic Slope. 

Southeastern Alaska constitutes the narrow strip of mainland 

and the Alexander Archipelago. It is an area cf high mountains and 

narrow waterways. This region was the most accessible bj ship through 

the Inside Passage,and its mild climate attracted settlement and in­

dustry. 

The Southcentral region comprises the Prince William Sound and 

Cook Inlet areas of the southern coast and extends inland* South­

western Alaska includes the Alaska Peninsula, the Aleutians, and 

Bristol Bay. The Interior is a land of large rivers and wide valleys. 

In this low country flow the Yukon and Kuskclcwim rivers. The Seward 

Peninsula has long end cold winters. Mtiring has attracted whites to 

this low area drained primarily by the Fish and Kaviruk rivers. The 

region has a large Eskimo population which has sustained itself largely 

by reindeer. The Arctic Slope Is a barren and treeless region. The 

area is sparsely populated, and the main villages, have been on the coast 

1 



Alaska is a land of geographic diversity and varied climate 

and terrain. The mountains are extensions of the ranges originating 

to the south. In the glacial ages the Pacific Mountains and some of 

the Arctic Mountains were corered with glaciers. There are three ad­

jacent bodies of water—the Pacific, Bering and Arctic. The Pacific 

Mountains have some of the highest peaks in the world such as Mb. 

iiclvirrley, lit. hrangell and hit. St. Ellas. 

The PanliandLe has heavy rain, but a moderate climate. The 

Southcentral coastal region in comparison to the Southeast has colder 

weather and less rain. The Aleutian Islands usually have foggy and 

cloudy weather, but the temperature is moderate. In the Bering Sea 

coastal region the summers are short and cool. The interior plateau 

has cold and dry Vintera, but short and warm summers, however, on the 

Arctic Slope climate is less extreme than in the Interior. 

In today's air age .Alaska is no longer isolated. Its 

neighbors are Canada, Russia, horway, Iceland, and Greenland. The 

vast country is neither a frozen waste nor a majestic wonderland, but 

rather a land of contrasts. Its many resources of furs, minerals, 

forests and fish have been and \rill continue to be important in Alaska's 

history. 

Tire native peoples. The natives of Alaska have been divided eth-

nologically into four groups—the Aleut, the Eskimo or Innuit, the 

Tlingit-IIaida Inclian, and the Athapascan Indian. The Aleuts Inhabited 

A few references for geographic features are: iftlliam H. Ball, 
Alaska and Its Resources (Boston, 1870), pp. 2^5-93; Clarence C. Ilulley, 
Alaska'Pcvst and Present (Portland, Oreg., 1958), pp. 1-13; Merle Colby, 
A Quid" To Alaska, Last'American Frontier (New York, 19^2), pp. xlvii-
liv. 
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the Aleutian Islands and the western region of the Alaska Peninsula; 

the Eskimos occupied the coastal area from Bristol Bay to Point 

Demarcation on the Arctic Ocean; the Tlingit-Iiaida Indians lived along 

2 
the southeastern coast; and the Athapascan Indians lived in the interior. 

All of the natives relied upon fishing or hunting for their 

economy, The Eskimo hunted whale, seal, walrus, and fish and for trans­

portation utilized Iris kayuk. On land he used the dog and sled for 

hunting. The Aleuts were skilled mariners in their baidars and 

baidarkas. They sought the sea otter, seal, sea lion and fish. Coastal 

Indians relied, upon fishing,and the Indians of the interior relied upon 

both fishing and hunting." 

In the first volume of The Native Races, entitled "Wild Tribes," 

Hubert II. Bancroft classified the natives duelling north of the fifty-

fifth parallel as hyperboreans. The Eskimos were described as having 

fair comple:cLon, medium stature, an egg-shaped face, small oblique eyes, 

and coarse black hair. They were robust and active. For dress they 

used skins of animals and birds, Seal and whale intestines were util-

k 
iced in making waterproof clothing. 

2 
Hulley, op_. git., p. I1*-; Ball, op git., p. 373 mentioned that 

in 1869 he proposed the term, Orarian, in distinguishing the Innuit, 
Aleut, and Asiatic Eskimo from the* Indians." The i860 U.S. Census re­
ferred to four groups then classified as the Eskimo (or Innuit), the Aleut 
(Conangan), the Thlinket, and the Athabaskan (or Tinneh),see Ivan Petroff, 
Alaska: Its Population. Industries, and Resources, p. 123, in Tenth Census 
"(WasMngton, D.C., lcW), VIII. 

3 Stuart Pv. Tompkins, Alaska, Promyslrlemvik and Sourdough (Norman, 
19^5), PP• 12-13. - — - - * -

Hubert II. Bancroft, The Native Race_s (San Francisco, 1883), 
I, PP. 35-l:8, 

3 



The usual winter duelling (yourt) was semi-subterranean,and 

within the excavation the Eskimo built a frame., either of wood or 

whalebone, wood, seal, or whale oil ware user, as fuel. The snow 

house or Igloo was an emergency dwelling devised during the seal-

hunting season. In summer a tent constructed of poles and. skins 

5 

served as a dwelling. 

In some respects the Aleuts were similar to the Eskimos., yet 

they differed. They lived in large imderground houses before the 

coming of the Russians, Iligration and intermarriage have virtually 

made them, a distinct race." "By 1867, the Aleuts had largely adopted a 

civilized way of life.1 

The Tlingits of southeastern Alaska were at one time varlike. 

They were fine canoe builders and gained their sustenance from the 

sea. They were akin to the Baidas, Nootkas, Ts.inishir.ns, and other 

peoples of the northwest. Tlie Haidas occupied Prince of Wales and 
q 

kail Island in Alaska, 

The Athapascans of the interior lived by fishing and hunting. 

Large numbers relied on salmon; but a few of this family who resided 
9 

in areas beyond the salmon depended on land game. 

Sative arts and crafts. Prior to the arrived, of the white man, 

the Aleuts were skilled at basketry, The Eskimos were talented 

in carving tools, utensils and. ornaments. In ancient times they 

Ibid.,pp. 50-bh. 

Ibid, pp. 37-9u; Henry "./. Clark, Alaska: The Last Frontier 
(New York, 1955T, p. 2k, 

1 Ifcolley, op.cijb., p . 17• 
8 I b i d . , pp. 22-25* Clark, Og.Cit, p . 25. 

" Ilulley, o p . c i t . j p . 28. 
1 0 I b i d . , p . 17. " 

4 
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practiced clay pottery and carved artistically in ivory. They 

developed elaborate folk tales, but never devised a written 

language. The Tlinglit Indians were able carbers of totem poles 

and were noted for weaving baskets and blankets. They made neck­

laces, bracelets, and rings from 6tone and copper. Moreover, they 

demonstrated ability in painting by ornamenting the fronts of their 

12 
houses with meaningful symbols. 

The natives of Alaska should not be classified as North 

American Indians, for with minor exceptions they are ethnologically 

different. The Alaskan natives have never lived on reservations and 

11 

there has been considerable intermixture with the wliites. 

Russian expansion to the Pacific. Trie Russians began their 

penetration into Siberia in the latter part of the sixteenth century. 

In 158?j "the Cossacks founded their fort or ostrog, which later 

became Tobolsk, on the Irtysh River where it is joined by the Tobol. 

From 1607 to 1629, Tobolsk was the single center of administration. 

Then Tomsk evolved into a second center and both cities administered 

smaller cities governed by woewods who were responsible to superiors 

at either Tobolsk or Tomsk. The woewod of Tobolsk was the primary 

Siberian official until 1708, when Peter the Great reorganized 

Siberia. 

From I630 to 1650, Russian made great strides in expansion. 

Her hunters and Cossacks, attracted by the fur trade, moved 
-̂4-1. Dewey Anderson and Walter C. Sells, Alaska Natives. A 

Survey of Their Sociological and Educational Status (Stanford University, 

1935h PP. 73-W' ' '" " 
"KJlark, op.eit., pp. 25-26; Bancroft, Native Races, I, p. 107. 
13J. A. hellenthal, Alaskan Melodrama (New York, 1936), pp. 

55-56; Colby, op.eit., p. U5. 
lwFrank A. Golder, Russian Expansion on the Pacific, l64l-l8$0 

(Cleveland, 191**), pp. 13-19. 
5 



eastvardly in quest of new rivers and peoples until they reached the 

15 
Pacific. In 1628, a party of ten Russians under Vassili Bugor 

reached the Lena River. Along the river they collected tribute In 

furs from the natives. Four years later Beketof founded a fort 

which developed into the city of Yakutsk, the capital of eastern 

Siberia and jumping-off place for expeditions to the Arctic and 

Pacific. In 1638, the Russians penetrated the more distant rivers 

of the Yana, Indigirka, Kolima, and Anadir in eastern Siberia. By 

the following year they established the post of Okhotosk on the 

Pacific. 

On July 15, l6kj, Wasili Poyarkof left Yakutsk and reached 

the mouth of the Amur River during the winter. His expeditions 

made known the resources of the Amur and its tributaries. However, 

cruel treatment accorded the inhabitants by the Russians caused 

them to remain loyal to China. In 16^9-50, Yarka Pavlof luiabarof 

lead an expedition to the Amur, reporting to the woewod of Yakulsk 

that if 6,000 men were made available, he could conquer the Amur and 

17 assure Yakutsk an adequate supply of grain. After the Russians 

and Chinese clashed, the kanchus checked Muscovite expansion and by 

the Treaty of Nerchinsk negotiated In 1689 the Russians were excluded 

from the Amur Valley until mid-nineteenth century. 

1 5 Ibid-*J P. 67. 

0 Hubert II. Bancroft, History of Alaska (San Francisco, 1886), 
pp. 18-20. 

17 
Golder, op.cit., pp. 36-U0. 

x° Tompkins, op.cit., pp. 17-13. 

6 



It was fifty years after the Russians acquired the Anadir 

country to the north and Ouda and Okhotsk regions to the south 

that they mustered sufficient strength to attempt the occupation 

TO 
of the Kamchatka Peninsiila, ? By 1710 the area was conquered and 

20 
in 1715.* the Russians opened communication by sea from Okhotsk• 

Until about 1650, cartographers described Asia as separated 

from America by a strait, generally called Anian. Then a new body 

of land appeared as Terra de Jeso. In fact the North Pacific was 

a geographical inaccuracy,and it was not known whether Asia and 

America were connected or separated by a narrow strait or by an 

Island. Hence, Peter the Great decided to solve the problem and 

to claim new lands. He selected. Vitus Bering, a Dane serving in 

the imperial navy, to commend en expedition. On December 23, 1724, 

the Czar drafted instructions directing the construction in 

Kamchatka or elsewhere of one or two boats, Bering was ordered 

to sail along the shore running to the north and to determine 

23 
where it connected with America. 

Peter the Greet died on January 28, 1725, but Catherine I 

pp 

continued her husband's plan and Bering departed on February 5. 

He arrived at Okhotsk in October, 1726* Supplies and equipment 

were transported across Siberia* Bering built the Fortune and 

repaired an older vessel, the Lodiya. After reaching the Kamchatka 

Peninsula, the St* Gabriel was built and the first Bering expedition 

departed on July l4, 1726, in this ocean-going vessel. Bering sailed 

•^ Colder, op. cit., p. 97« 

Hulley, op. cit., p. 37. 

2 1 Golder, op. c i t . , pp. 117-33. 
PP 

Harold llcCiracken, Hunters of the Story Sea (london, 1957ft 
P • 20. 7 



to the north and on August 8, discovered St. Lawrence Island. The 

expedition then passed unknowingly through Bering Strait in thick 

weather, not observing the American coast. On August 15, the ship 

reached 6f°2&x north latitude. Since land did not extend further 

28 

north, Bering decidedto return to Kamchatka before winter. 

Upon his return to St. Petersburg, Bering was not highly 

praised, and some persons asserted that he had only found the 

northern limits of Kamchatka. Nonetheless, elaborate plans were 

approved for a second expedition. In June, 17^1, the St. Peter 

and the St. Paul were launched at Okhotsk, and It was planned to 

sail from the new port on the Pacific at Avatcha Bay which Bering 

named Petropavlovck.'- ' 

In his original plan Bering intended to depart from Kamchatka 

early in May, and after discovering America he intended to spend 

the winter there, returning to Asia the next year. However, the 

two vessels set sail on June k, 17'U, from Petropavlovsk, the 

StjBeter being ccananded by Bering and the St. Paul by Alexei 

Chirikof. Sixteen days later the ships drifted apart never to 

meet again. On July 15, the 3t> Pauljs crew sighted land. How­

ever, after failing to make a landing and since the water supply 

was low, Chirikof decided to return to Kamchatka. On September 9, 

the St, Paul anchored In the bay of one of the Aleutian Islands and. 

the crew saw people, but the wind forced, then to sail away. Finally 

the shin returned, to Avatcha Bay on October 10, "-

23 Qoloer, op. cit., p. lho. 

JLP3.Q.., Pp. J-O^-JX. 

2 5 Iola*i PP« h32-89. 
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Bering and his men aboard the St. Peter sighted lit. St. Elias 

on July 16, 17*KL. Sixteen of the crew sailed around an island, 

probably Kayak Island. Some men went ashore for vater and Georg 

Wilhelm Ste3JLer, the naturalist, made scientific observations for 

a short period. However, because of a shortage of provisions Bering 

decided to sail for his home port. Scrurvy soon began to decimate the 

crew. At the Shumagin Islands, off the southeast coast of the /Alaska 

Peninsula, they want ashore again for water, end Speller had another 

brief opportunity for his investigations, alien the vessel sailed 

westwai'oly to an island where on December 8, Bering died on the place 

named after him,. Eventually the survivors reached Avatcha Bay in the 

summer of ir{h2.26 

The survivors returned to Petropavlcr.mf; with valuable furs. 

In fact, sea otter flesh had given them food,and about QC-0 furs ware 

obtained. The sea other had been known in eastern Siberia where a 

few had been captured along the Kamchatka coast and among the Kurile 

Islands to the south. The possibility of a new source of sea otter 

27 
shins was to motivate further voyages into Alaska waters. On the 

basis of his nine months' observations on Baring Island Steller de­

scribed the fur seal, sea otter, sea .lion, and sea cow in his monu­

mental study, De Bestiie Marlnis. Steller had even proposed domesti-

cA 
cation of the sea otter in Russia. 

h° B>ia*j PP* 191-220; Tompkins, op. cit., pp. h0-k3; for de­
tails concerning Bering's expeditions see F. A. Colder, Bering'5 
Voyages, An Account of the Efforts of the Russians to Determine the 
Relation of Asia and America (Hew York, 1922) and Peter 555dsen,"Vitus 
Boring: The_ iTiscoverar of Beringi Sti-ait (Chicago, I889). 

2? McCracken, op. cits., pp. 26-29; T. A. Richard, ''The Sea-
Otter in History,1' British Columbia Historical Quarterly, XI (Jan.,19^7), 
pp. 19-30. 

2° Ernest Qruening, Tha Stats of Alaska (New York, 195*0, PP« 
1^-15-

9 



CHAPTER II. THE RUSSIAN PERIOD, 17^3-1867 

Swarming of the Prony/slilenniki. Despite the tragic fate of Bering 

and the sufferings of his expedition and that of Chirikof, fearless 

and ruthless fur hunters inimediately launched commercial expeditions 

in search of the sea otter. This phase of Russian expansion has 

appropriately been referred to as the "ewarming of the promyshleniki." 

These traders constructed numerous small sevn vessels called shitiki 

in which they sailed chiefly by dead reckoning to the islands lying 

between Kamchatka and America," 

In IjkZ; Yerael'yan Basov of Tobolsk formed a partnership 

With the Moscow merchant, Andrei Serebrennikcf, and in a small shitik, 

the Kapiton, he sailed to Bering Island. Two jrears later, Basov, in 

partnership with an Irkutsk merchant, again sailed to Bering Island 

and to Copper Island. He reportedly collected 1,600 sea otters, 

2,CX0O fur seals, and 2,000 blue foxes. The success of his first 

voyage motivated other merchants to outfit an expedition. Thus Yakov 

Chruprov and Mikhail Pevcdchikov sailed in the Evdokia in 17^5, to 

Attu and Agattu in the Aleutians where they committed the first 

T» 

violence against the natives.0 

^ Hubert H. Bancroft, History^ of Alaska (San Francisco, 1836), 
p. 99. 

William H. Ball, Alaska and Its Resources (Boston, lo70), 
P. 301. 

'J Stuart R. Tompkins, "After Bering: Mapping the North Pacific," 
reprinted from British Columbia Historical Quarterly, XIX (Jen.-Apr., 
1955), p. 11; Bancroft, pp. pit., pp. 99-10?." 
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