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he Southwest Regional Office
building of the National Park
Service is on a site of just over

Regional Office
50th Anniversary

eight acres at a bend in Old

Santa Fe Trail.

The Spanish Pueblo Revival-style
building is an adobe structure of 24,000
square feet, built with an irregular plan
around a central patio.

The layout and room configurations
are romantically reminiscent of a mis-
sion compound. The architecturally
dominant section of the building is two
stories in height and houses the im-
pressive entrance, the lobby, and the
upstairs offices. The remainder of the
building is one story.

The foundation of the main building
is stone. The battered adobe walls vary
from 3 to 5 feet thick and are finished
with cement stucco. The flat roof is
edged with parapets and drained with
canales that extend out from the ex-
terior walls. The roof is supported by
vigas (peeled-log roof beams) and hewn-
squared beams. Floors in the lobby, con-
ference room and portal are flagstone.
Posts supporting the roofs above the
portal are peeled logs capped with
decorative corbels and hewn lintels.

The main entrance into the building
has double doors flanked by massive
buttresses, again mimicking South-
western mission structures. The doors
each have 12 inset panels, sandblasted
and marked with saws to appear as if
they had been constructed with primi-
tive tools.

This attention to fine detail is evi-
dent throughout the structure. A large
hewn lintel spans the opening above
the door, leading into the lobby. Impor-
tant features of the lobby include the
impressive hewn beams of the ceiling;
the hammered-tin chandeliers that light
the cool, dark space; the hand-carved
furniture of Spanish-Pueblo Revival
design; and the lighted painting of
Stephen Mather (first director of the
National Park Service) that hangs in

the lobby. The lobby is a most im-
pressive entrance. The conference room

and the offices are less imposing spaces.
The high ceilings of the conference
room, again embellished with tin
chandeliers, receive natural light
through the French doors. The pale
finish of the massive hand-carved fur-
niture contributes to this lighter feeling.
The doors open to a portal and a small
patio. Upstairs is the office of the
Regional Director, the architectural
details — exposed vigas, corner fireplace,
2-foot window sills and decorative
details including Navajo rugs and fur-
niture — give the room its feeling of
importance.

Orther amenities incorporated into the
building’s design contribute to its ap-
peal. The patios, for instance, are
roofless rooms that exemplify the
indoor-outdoor quality of this style of
architecture. The focal point of the
central patio, for example, is a small
pool (complete with carp). The pool,
along with the planters are all edged
with bancos (built-in benches).

The entire building is richly textured

with moveable and built-in decorative
elements: hand-built furniture and
hammered-tin fixtures of Spanish-
Pueblo Revival design. The furniture
and light fixtures were designed by ar-
chitect Cecil Doty to complement his
architectural design of the building.
The furniture is of mortise-and-tenon
construction with spindles carved in
spiral designs. Major pieces are the con-
ference room tables and chairs, which
Doty patterned after some drawings of
early New Mexican furniture in the
Palace of the Governors. The hammered-
and-pierced tin lights are all electrified
and vary in size from large chandeliers
in the main lobby to small one-bulb
lanterns in the portal.
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The Right Time and The Right People s, i & coo

he footings were already being dug,
yet the Washington office had not yet
approved the building plans.

Due to budget restrictions, any contracts or
materials costing more than $1,000 required
Washington approval. The furnace somehow
came in at $999. (The connections were con-
tracted separately from the fixtures.)

It was 1938. The Old Santa Fe Trail building
was under construction. The CCC camp
budget ceiling of $25,000 had long been ex-
pended, yet the timbers for vigas were still
needed. The Hyde Park CCC group working
on the ski lodge and river rip-rapping hauled
some extra logs one day. Mysteriously, the logs
found their way to 1100 Old Santa Fe Trail.

It was that kind of time. It was that kind of
people. It was that kind of building. In those
days, there was a will to make commitments;
there was a willingness to take risks. There was
Herb Maier. There was Cecil Doty. There was
Connie Wirth. They came together, these
three, in different meetings, gab sessions,
phone calls, arguments, disputes, discussions,
compromises, agreements and combination of
dreams. Out of this pot boiler of men came
the funny, quirky legends. Such as Cecil Doty
walking around town in the eleventh hour get-
ting “under $1,000” quotes to meet deadlines
and budget demands. Such as Herb Maier
clinging stubbornly to Santa Fe as the site for
the Southwest headquarters of the NPS.

Who knows why now, this man harbored in
his heart the feeling that Santa Fe had to be
home for this segment of the NPS? And who
can really say now what drove Connie Wirth,
the CCC coordinator, to mobilize his troops in
Santa Fe to build the largest, grandest adobe
office building in the West?

Perhape he knew even then, that the
description would stand up not just for the
West but for the entire United States. Who
can figure Herb Maier hiring Cecil Doty, a
little-known architect, as a clerk for $1,140 a
year just to get him on the payroll? Did he al-
ready sense the unflappable Doty would some-
day construct a trail of signature buildings
across the western panorama?

It was a big decision in the 1930’s to move
the whole regional office from Oklahoma to
New Mexico, and our records don't tell us why
relocation was necessary. What we can observe
is that a dogfight ensued about which city in
New Mexico was going to inherit the green
and gray, Santa Fe or Albuquerque? We know
nearly all the Oklahoma City bunch voted for
Albuquerque. Herb Maier and Harvey Cornell
stood their ground for Santa Fe.

In retrospect, one employee was heard to say,
it was a “good thing. If we had gone to Albu-
querque, we wouldn't have had anyplace to go.
Now we can always go down to Albuquerque.’
In reading the books of memory written by
many of the early NPS movers and shakers, it
really does seem the agency was able to attract
individuals of outstanding talent, people of vi-
sion who would establish a theme of visual
quality seldom, if ever, equalled in or out of
government.

[ feel privileged to have known some of
these men: Tom Vint, Lyle Bennett, Keny
Sounders, Connie Wirth, William Mott, Cecil
Doty and many others. I still keep in touch
with Doty at his Walnut Creek, Calif.,
home — but what I, and millions of unknow-
ing park visitors, most appreciate about Doty
are his lasting contributions to the visual
quality of our national parks. One need only
visit such crown jewels as Montezuma Castle

National Monument, Walnut Canyon National
Monument, Wupatki National Monument, El
Morro National Monument, Chiricahua Na-
tional Monument, Death Valley National
Monument, Zion National Park and Olympic
National Park.

In my case, having attended grammar school
in a Doty building in Grand Canyon National
Park in the 1940’s, I especially can relate to
the architect’s contributions. He designed
residences and visitor centers in each of these
places that exist today; many already have
been registered as historical landmarks. Doty
stressed “the emphasizing of local materials,
and environmental harmony” and today we
reside in the Southwest Regional headquarters
building of the National Park Service, a struc-
ture Doty was most proud of.

Interestingly enough, there had been no real
discussion regarding the pueblo style of the
building. Doty and Maier were both of the
same mind; in fact, Doty had not yet been to
Santa Fe when he did the preliminary draw-
ings in his Oklahoma City office. Later, in
July 1937, Doty and a young draftsmen, Dick
Thompson, completed the architectural designs
out of their rooms at the El Fidel Hotel.

The completed building received interna-
tional renown, but Doty gave Herb Maier full
credit for its existence. In an exclusive 1985
interview he said, “ .. that building could not
have existed under any other regional director
except Herb Maier. It couldn't have happened
at any other time. Six months earlier and it
was too soon. A vyear later and it was too com-
plicated, and it would never have gotten off
the ground.

It had to happen at that time under Herb
Maier . .. or it would never have been built”
History is like that.
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James Ridenour Named
13th NPS Director

On April 17, 1989, Interior Secretary Manual
Lujan appointed James M. Ridenour to be the
Director of the National Park Service. A native of
Indiana, Ridenour becomes the 13th National Park
Service Director since its creation in 1916.
Ridenour will be responsible for 354 National Park
System sites ranging from Acadia National Park in
Maine to War in the Pacific National Historical
Park in Guam.

Ridenour comes from the staff of Purdue Univer-
sity. The 47-year-old Hoosier Republican spent 8
years as Director of the Indiana Department of
Natural Resources. Ridenour lost that job when the
Democrats won the gubernatorial seat last
November.

“Jim Ridenour has demonstrated superior manage-
ment skills in very ably carrying out the many and
diverse responsibilities required of the Director of
the Indiana Department of Natural Resources,” Lu-
jan said. “I am delighted that we will have not on-
ly his management skills but his commitment to
protecting the environment available to us as we
move to meet the challenges of the next century”

In Indiana Ridenour managed the state system of
parks, forest, reservoirs and fish and wildlife areas.
He was also responsible for state museums and
memorials, historic resources, coal mine reclamation
and protection of Indiana’s soil, forests, water and

wildlife.

Ridenour called his appointment by Secretary
Manuel Lujan to lead the National Park Service,
“an honor and a privilege” “I do not expect to
make major changes in the way our National Park
System is managed. ‘Fine-tuning’ might be the
phrase that most appropriately describes the role I
see for myself as director,” he added.

Ridenour has strong praise for previous direc-
tors — including his predecessor, William Penn
Mott, Jr. Ridenour said the Directors “have upheld
the record of outstanding leadership and commit-
ment to the American public, to our nation’s
heritage, and to the men and women of the Na-
tional Park Service. I am proud to take my place
among that distinguished list of leaders”

Before taking the Indiana position in 1981,
Ridenour was Director of Administration for the

Great Lakes Chemical Corp. From 1975 to 1978 he

was Director of State Services for the Council of

State Governments.

Ridenour was born in Wabash, Indiana and holds
bachelors and masters degrees in Parks and Recrea-
tion from Indiana University. He also earned a
masters degree in public administration from the
University of Colorado. He and his wife, Ann, have

two children.

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE DIRECTORS

Name

Stephen T. Mather
Horace M Albright
Amo B. Cammerer
Newton Drury
Arthur B. Demaray
Conrad L. Wirth

George B. Hartzog, Jr.

Ronald H. Walker
Gary E Everhardt
William J. Whalen

Russell Dickenson

William Penn Mott, Jr.

James M. Ridenour

Period of Service
05/16/17 to 01/08/29
01/12/29 to 08/09/33
08/10/33 to 08/09/40
08/20/40 to 03/31/51
04/01/51 to 12/08/51
12/09/51 to 01/07/64
01/08/64 to 12/03/72
01/01/73 to 01/03/75
01/13/75 to 05/27/77
07/05/77 to 05/13/80
05/14/80 to 03/03/85
05/01/85 to 04/15/89

04/17/89 to present



Boone Commissioned to Paint Office

Local artist says he finds Santa Fe a real inspiration

anta Fe artist Steven Richard

Boone has completed an oil on

canvas of the Southwest Re-
gional Office.

Commissioned by the National
Park Service, Boone’s 30x54 paint-
ing will be unveiled during Golden
Anniversary ceremonies June 30.

Steven Boone was born in Chi-
cago, lll., on May 13, 1952. He
spent his youth growing up in
Washington, D.C., where he began
to draw and paint. Even at an ear-
ly age, Boone displayed his artistic
talents, winning several awards in
city-sponsored high school art com-
petitions. In 1970 he began study
at New Mexico State University as
a fine art major.

In 1973 he transferred to Mary-

land Institute, College of Art in
Baltimore, where he studied all
the art disciplines and graduated
with a degree in painting in 1976.

The bold, open spaces and
magnificent clear light again drew
Boone back to northern New
Mexico. After a brief stint in Taos,
Boone moved to Santa Fe, where
he now lives with his wife and two
daughters, working full-time as an
artist.

Subjects for painting abound
around Santa Fe recalls Boone.
“Old adobe houses with tin roofs,
rutted dirt roads, brilliant azure
skies and majestic mountains dot-
ted with pinon and aspen trees
provide rich colors and unique
forms to catch an artist’s eye,’

commented Boone. Boone charac-
terized his art as: “Painting requires
my total effort. | find [ experience
a full range of emotions as | paint,
from the time I set up the un-
touched white canvas in front of
me to the time the piece is ‘finish-
ed, 1 go from despair to triumph.
The satisfaction | feel is being in
the process.”

The public is invited to attend
the June 30 unveiling, which starts
at 7 p.m. The painting is part of
the National Park Service's Golden
Anniversary commemoration, June
27-July 1.

Posters of Boone’s work will be
available for purchase and signing
by the artist.
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Official

Anniversary Program

50TH ANNIVERSARY
SOUTHWEST REGIONAL OFFICE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
1100 OLD SANTA FE TRAIL
JULY 1, 1989
2:00 PM.

Posting of Colors - New Mexico National Guard

National Anthem - Daniel Murphy
National Park Service, Division of Interpretation

Welcome - Melody Webb
Chair, Golden Anniversary Committee

" Master of Ceremonies - John E. Cook
Regional Director
Southwest Region

Invocation - Reverend Leo E. Lucero
Vicar General
Archdiocese of Santa Fe

Remarks - US. Senator Jeff Bingaman
U.S. Senator Pete Damenici
U.S. Representative Bill Richardson
Mildred Blanche, Regional Director,

National Conference of Civilian Conservation Corps Alumni

Special Remarks - James Ridenour
Director
National Park Service

Recognition of Honored Guests - John E. Cook
Keynote Address - Robin W. Winks
Randolph W. Townsend Professor of History

and Master of Berkeley College
Yale University

Benediction

Retiring of Colors - New Mexico National Guard

Reception immediately following ceremony




Winks to Deliver Keynote Address

obin W. Winks, this year’s

keynote speaker, is the

Randolph W. Townsend
Professor of History and Master of
Berkeley College at Yale
University.

He has taught there since 1957.

Professor Winks has been
Chairman of African Studies,
Southwest Asian Studies and
Canadian Studies at Yale, and has
served on a wide variety of
university committees concerned
with decision making.

He holds his bachelor’s degree
with high honors, from the
University of Colorado, mastet’s
degrees from Colorado, Yale, and
the University of New Zealand,
and his Ph.D., with Distinction,
from the Johns Hopkins Universi-
ty. He has been awarded honorary
degrees by the universities of

Nebraska and Colorado, is a full
Fellow of the Explorers’ Club, and
has twice been nominated for the
Pulitzer Prize. He is a recipient of
the Edgar Award.

Professor Winks has traveled
and lectured widely abroad, in
more than 100 countries, often
for the U.S. Information Agency
and the Department of State. He
has helped negotiate a variety of
educational exchange agreements,
and he served as Cultural At-
tache to the American Embassy
in London.

He remains a member of the
American Foreign Service
Association and of the Associa-
tion of Former Intelligence Of-
ticers. His principal substantive
interests are race relations, the
use and diffusion of power,
decolonization and world stability

he National Park Service would like to take this opportunity to
thank the co-sponsors who have contributed to the golden anni-

versary commemoration:

M Russell D. Butcher, Southwest and
California Representative, National
Parks and Conservation Association

B Robert P Conway, President, Na-
tional Association of Civilian Conser-
vation Corps Alumni

B Rick L. LoBello, Executive Director,
Big Bend Natural History Association
B George Minnucci Jr., President,
Eastern National Park and Monument
Association

B Lorraine Mintzmeyer, Chair,
Employees and Alumni Association of
the National Park Service

B Maudie Nelson, Business Manager,
Carlsbad Caverns Guadalupe Mountains
Association

B Tim Priehs, Executive Director,
Southwest Parks and Monuments
Association

B Spencer Wilson, President, Historical
Society of New Mexico

B The Food Emporium, Santa Fe

B R. Vergara Printing Company, Santa
Fe

B Tony Lopez and Manuel Varela, Sand
& Gravel, Pecos

M Rio Abajo Adobe Works, Belen

B Delgado Advertising & Public Rela-

tions, Santa Fe
B Garcia’s Tents, Albuquerque
B Santa Fe Chili Line

B Southwest Recreation Association,
National Park Service, Southwest
Region

B Santa Fe New Mexican

B Lightworks of Santa Fe

B Pecos National Monument

B Bandelier National Monument
B Steven Boone, Santa Fe

B The New Mexico Roadrunner
Chapter No. 141 of the Civilian

Conservation Corps Alumni

B Carol Pecos, Albuquerque

B Rose Rhodes, Albuquerque
B Albert Delgado, Santa Fe

B Jim Thomas, Cerrillos

B Corina Waquie, Jemez Pueblo
B Floyd Lucero, Santa Fe

B The band “Bandolero”

and conservation.

He was author of Eric Sever-ied’s
Between the Wars, has written fre-
quently for television here and in
Britain, and has appeared often
on talk shows, most recently on
Good Moming America.

He has written 16 books on a
variety of subjects, his most re-
cent book — published in the
United States and in a British
edition —Cloak & Gown: Scholars
in the Secret War, is a best seller.

He has led a number of
seminars for a variety of cor-
porate, academic, and governmen-
tal groups, including the US. In-
formation Agency, Yale’s School
of Organization and Management,
and the National Park Service.
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