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This report has been prepared to provide Congress and the public with 
information about the resources in the study area, and how they relate to 
criteria for parklands applied by the professional staff of the National 
Park Service. Publication and transmittal of this report, including any 
discussion of a preferred course of action, should not be considered an 
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port either specific legislative authorization for a project, or appropria
tions for its implementation. Authorization and funding for any new 
commitments by the National Park Service will have to be considered in 
light of competing priorities for existing units of the National Park 
Service and other programs. 
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' . - __ ln1992, the NewY6rkSt~te L~gisiatureeri:a~tedThruwaY· 
• -. . -. - : ,.- - - . . - . -; " -1 - . ' ' - '_ -. ~ " '--

,. 2000 legislation that transferred responsibility for:th:e canals from the_ 
-l stat~'sD~pi\fttn~nt'6fTraus0orta~ion toth,e New':( or]< State Thruway -

~- A,~thdiity, ren";n~d the (anals the Ne':"'York State Canal Sys!eU:, a.nd _·_ _ 
, -_established a Canal Recrearionway Commis.sion, a tyyentJ'four:member 

-. advisorYc;~ncil de~ighed to w'ork in partnership ,:;ith the Autho~ity to 
' • • " . . ' ' ' •• -. '" - • - c ' - . . ·-.. ' ' ~'' • . \ • - - ' ; 

; plan the canals'. future,Thelei'>islation alsoestabtished the New York ·_ 
- . State Canal C~orpofation <!S,a whollyowned s_ubsidiary of the Thruway 
: Authoritywhosemand<!te'is.t<? operate, preserve,.a11d renew.the.Canal· 

-~= .. :''- - ·.- ' - ~\ -~-: .,' . _-_.;f_. -_,, ·_._ ';,·. -. ,- \' •·. 

' ' . Systemforrecreatioh and.ecoqomic:developfnent_ The Thruway 200() .- . -_ - -. -.- .-- --_-- ~-~- - - · .. '• .· ' - ' -, _; " - - ' ' 

: legislation also called for the development of a Carial Reereationway 
.. • Plan. This statewide plan, completed bythe.New York State Caiiar 

Recwitl6nwayCommission it). the fall of 1995, rec0fnmendeq exploring ·. 
the pdssible federafdesignation of th~ system as ii national he,itige cor\F · 

. dor or heritage ar~g. . . ' • 

. ; .' . . ·.' .• . The!O.te6or Appropriation Act fot Fiscal Year 1995, Pu~lic LaW 
; · 103,332, directed the Park Service to pr;;par~ a speciaireso)lrce ~tudy 
• · evaluating the New York St~te Canal System for possible designation: ~s . 
1 ·.· anational heritage corridor. Although.the sta,t~'s entire congressiopal del-· 

• · egation supporteclthestudy,Copgressrr;an JamesTWalsh (R-Syracus~, 
• : NY) and Senator Daniel PatrickMoynihan (D-NY) were its primary 

. :. advocates. 

; ·' · · Jn addition to this ~tudy, several heritage initiatives are underway 
actoss Upstate New Yo~kinvolving areas t:har d~erlap the canal system~ The. 
mos~ active c\f these are therecefltlyes.tablished HudsonRiv.er Valley · . 

: Nat:iona'l Heritage Area; the Nort:hern·Fr6ntier I~itiative, the Mohawk · 

; · VaJleyHeritage Corridor, an~ t:he Champlain Valley HeritageCorrido( • 
. , Project. l'?rther,jnDecember of l-996, the U.S. Department of Housing and 

Urban bevelopment(HUD) announced. a majorupstate New York e(:O-
, • nomic development program. Entitled the "C::anal Corridorlriitiative," the.· 

• . l-!UD program has !)!lade overll$0 rqillion directly ~vailable to local coin-
. •mu~itiei; for canal co.rridor.projects thwU'gh a combination ofgra~ts and 
.. guarant:eed loans. 6ver50 comrhuriities .within the canal corridor have been· 

· ·· awarded grants or loans through the H'JD ihitlo,tive. . . · · . 
. . Finally, four NPS units are nearorimin:ediatelyacljacent to the 

New YorkS tate Caria!Sy~tem.Th~y'include Sar~oga National; .· .. 

: . Historical.Park(NHP) in' Stillwater,Wo)Uen'sRights NHPinS'e11eca Falls, 
· • Fort Stanv$ixNational Monument (NM) in Rome, and J'heodore · ··' · 
·· Roosevelt Inaugural National HiStoric Site(NHS)inBuHalo.Beqause of· 

~ - - . ·.· - -- . - - - - ' - '\ ''. ' -' - ' '- - _, -

·• their immediate proximity to carral resources; So,~at6ga NHP, Fort. 
. "- -' - ' ' - - '_- '· . '. ' - - : 

. StanwixNM, and Worp.eri's Rights NHP have.been actively involved in 
local effort~ related to t.he Canal Rec_reatio~way Plan:. . . 

. . - ' - . - -
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12. · NEwYoRK:STATE CANAL SYsTEM- SPECIAL RP.s6~RCE·STUDY-

STUD,Y PU~POSE 
AND PROCESS 

The purpose of the New York State Canals SpeCial Resource Study is to 
· evaluate the canal system for possible designation as a national. heritage. 

··l corridor. The study is a technical documen,t preparedby NPS to provide 
· : . information to Congress.Jn order to be considered ~ligible for inclusion; 

a proposed unit must be evah.iated against federally established criteria 
for national sigriifica;,ce, as well as the suitability and feasibility of 

' : - ' . - ' ' - - - ' ') -. 
: · including it in the park system.· In addition, NPS has developed manage-

l mentalt~rnatiVes that present a.rarige of options for the protection and· 
l interpretation of theNew York State Canal System. The Park ServiCe 

1chos~ to explore options beyond the designation of a national heritage· 

. : corridorb~cause of the apparent national significance ofthe canal sys~ 
tem. The study does;not offer a single recommendation on a particular.· 

· · courseof action. An official NPS position is normally' taken iri response 

to a specific legislative proposal that may result from the stud). This 
study follows NPS guidelines found in the ;'Criteria for.Parklands" and 

"Guidelines for· Speciaf Resource Studies." 
. The NPS conducted the study in cooperation with the Ne\.v 

York State Canal Corporation and the New York Stat,e Canal 
Recreationway Commission, a twenty-four-member advisory body 

· ib.C!uding representatives of a.number of state agencies, commub.ities, 
.and interest groups .. 'Aprojectmanager from the Canal Corporation 
'served asa.consultant tothe study team. . . . 

The study process involved historical research and review of 
: existing studies of a~d plans for the New York State Canal System and 

its ass~oiated resources. The study team visited representative sites along 
the entire canal system in order to understand the scale and variety of 

: . the resouri:es,under study. An article introducing the study appeared in. 

the New YorkS tate Canal Recreati9nway Commission's newsletter, The 
· Canaler, and elicited ·numerous responses asking questions, ~ffering opin

ions, and seeking additional inforiT)ation. . . 
: ;To provide the basis fo<a significance statement' for the New 

YorkS tate Canal System, eleven historians, industrial archaeologists, ~nd 
engineers known for their expertise on canals were ipvitedto participate 

in a workshop on the subject. A list ofthe panelists a.nd ob.servelcs at the 

. signific~nce workshop is included inAppendix D. Workshop participants, 
and twenty observers from involved state agencies and the .Park Service 

. : metin Syracuse, New York, in At.igust()f 1995 and, based o,n NPS criteria, 
offered their assessment of the system's national significance and identi
fied the.primary, nationallyrelevant themes it illustrates.' In a.dditiop, 

the study team engaged a trails consultanttoprovid~ the New York 
. 
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State Canals s~udy team with an assessment of trail development oppor
• '· tunities, including the id~ntificatiori of critiCal issues .and nicomm~nda-. 

~: . tions for future actions both withand wlthout NPS invOlvement. This 

report assisted i~ the teani' s assessment of feasibility, which also identic 

. fied threats to the system's feso!lrces an~ determined whether they were 

\: ··of anappropriate size, configuration, accessibilitY, and ownership to be 
developed and administeted by NPS. 

: . ' . ' ' . / -< .-· . ,· . The team evaluated suitability by comparing the themes and 
resources of the New York State Canal System to .other themes and.·· 

resources already represented by and int~rpreted in the national park sys
tem. Finally,based on its findings, the study team de;_,eloped a range of. 

• management alternatives and assessed their potential cost to'thefederal . / . . ' . 
.. government. 
: . 

. / 

Three elements compose the study area. First is the 524 mile New York 

.. ·State Canal Systeni consisting of the Erie Canal and three lateral canals 

withtheirlocks, gates, dams; feeder canals, and reservoirs, Stretching 348 
· miles from Lake Erie (by way of the Niagara Ri~er at Tonawanda) to the 

· : .Ht!ason Rive'; at Waterford, the Erie.Canal forms tne main trunk line of 

··the system. The three lateral canals, Oswego (24 miles), Cayuga'Seneca . 
(92 miles); and Ch~mplain (60 miles), link .the Erie Canal to.Lake 

': . Ontario, the Finger Lakes: .and Lake Chaniphin ~espectively. ·These . 
' ,' " - - / ,- - -' 

.res.ources embrace about 36,000 acres and are primarily owned and oper-

~~~---. : a~ed by the New York Sta.te<;:anal Corporation. Next are sections of the 

f-.ockport- NeW York. 

Photo uedit: Larry Wweml(al · · 

alignment of-the first Erie Canal (referred to .as the c'old Erie" ) that have 
- - - - ·- ., - -

been restored or simply have survived the realignm<;rit and enlargeme.nt 
· ' . of the ~odern canal, theton~truction ofroads and highways, and either 

... public and private works. The New York State Ca.n.al Corporation owns 

: some of the lands along the old alignment. Other lands along the old .. 

:· 

alignment are privately owr1ed or are held by the state and other public 

agencies, finally, 25 counties and more than 200 municipalitiesirrimedi- · 
atelys~rround the New York State [.:anal. System a~dfeature cultura( 

resources and institutioiYs that reflect the cimals' influence.· .· . · .. 

The current. canal ~ystem is the latest incarnation ;fan evolv-
- . - .- / 

ing water transportation: networkt!iat was cohtinuallyadapted to inno-

vations in tJ;a!lsportation technology imd changes in the economy. Much 
·evidence ofthe various stag~s of transpor_tation history has been pr~J 

' ~erved within the system. While .the exi~ting barge canalseems tohave · 
. . - - . . ~ 

: . superseded its predecesso~s completely in mapy areas of the canal sys-
. tern, many.other areas harboiremnants of the earlier phases. A number .. . ' . - ' ~ . . /. . 

"• ofsegmerits of-the old Erie have been restored and rewatered an,d are . ' . 
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,j 

',:. 

")?.ockestef, cp.. 1890~5: ' · 
. - --. -·- . ( ! 

Pltoto cr~dir: Erie ~ana/Museum,' f'.ltoro[fr~ph__(;ofleaion. 

• ~~ai[able for public use~' At suchpl~ces asL6ckpott and:Schob~rie 
_ Crossing, one may'obsetyethe rema:iris ohhe old al'/ng~ide th~ new, At a 

• -s.5,niile segll}ent _of the canal in the village of Fort Hunter {noW Jiiie . 

1
.- Canal National Historic Land0ark ~nd Schoharie (:r~ssingSt~te.}listoric .·· 
• _ Site) "the three major ph~ses of the Erie'Carial'sdevelopqrerit are. aU· 

' : ·clearly visibleih tl:i.e present'day landscape," accordirtgtothe sit;e's 
-· : National Register cif HistoricrPlaces nomination, ''The alignments ofthe 
·: d~lgi~al C)int6n?s Ditcll.(buil;there bet,;,eenJ8Jl.a11d, 1819 and opened 

·; in1820), themiclc19th-centuryimprovedcanai (inthis,vicinitydating -_ 
· - .: frdm1838-1841),'and the early 20th-cehtury New YorkS~ate B~rge ·., -

. Canal [constitute a] ... rare surviv~loH~atures illustrating the entire 
~ 'span of the [Erle]cani.l's history/'~ . . ·-.. ._ . . 

· ~ · . The canabystefl> trave~ses'a dive?se landscape ranging from · ' 

-~ · urbanand industrial areas to canalside villages',Jarmland, and ri~tuial 
: areas .. The systerh· penetrates 25 -i:ourii:ies and more than 200 municipali, ·. 

· • ttes a~rd;s the centralandnorthe~ll. tiers of the state, Mo~e than 4 m.il-. · 
' : lion peopl~-nearlya quiuterofN~w York'S tate's population-live wttll.in 

: these counties:' Another 50 percent of thestat~'~residehts (9 million. · .. 
· .·additional people) live along tlie Hudson Rlverf~orritbe canal'stermipm 

' : ' - ' - -- - ' ,' -' ' ' ' / - ' _- - _. - . ' '- " 
:. at Waterfo,d to· the Port of New York. Many of the communities.along 

• the canals grew arid prospered as a direct result cif their presence; . • 
According to the New York State'CanalRecre~tionwayPhl:p, 

: commercial traffic peaked on the canals in the 1880's, when 6.5 mlfli'dn \ 

tor;s qfgrain, oil, coal, and othe~ co~moClities vfete shipped o~ tll.ell). 

~' each year. Scholars. generally believe that the railroad boom ln. the.late . ·, \ - ' -.- ' -. ' :- -' . . . ' - ,. 

· · •1800's, the opening of the St. Lawrence $eaway in the 195.0's, the avail~ 

·. ability oftruck transport ~n interstate high\Vays ~fter World War U, and · · 
• : . the regular wi.ntertim~ closure of the canals h.ad a distinct impact ~n the 

. . 

. 
. . 
:. 

'· .. 

. 

-· -_. ' . __ . . . - . '.· ·. 

! 

" 
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. ' -.- :_.:-· '_ - .- .'<· ___ · -~-- .-.- .-'· \ .. _·- . 
level a~d types c;>fuse. In 1993, only 154 thou.: ·. · 

~bOve right: -A tour ·boat paSses !hrough-'Eri~ . : 
'san.d tons of freight were shipped on the (:ar;~al 
system, Stlll, the state welcqmes commercial 

Canal Pdrk· in· C~_miffu~.· . 

Ipgf,;~: -~an6~ing.inJhe cana!.corrid~r.. nea_r "' 

· Pitts{ord:', ·. 
.. · \ . 
rhOt~-cre'd;t: Kar~lfe_a~i, 

- - - . . ' 
' ' 
. . . ,, 

··---..... 

. . 
.. ·. ·_, ( . 

,· _.; 

. ·: .. 
. \ ' ': . 

: 

: 

. .. 
·' 

• fraffic andexpe,tsit to cor;~tinye; the.re,re~ 
·. ahonwaypl~n calts{oiencol!rQ.ging'a: mod¢5t 

level of fieightingillorderto retiJ.in.a diversity 
ofuse on the ca:nals. · ·. .· · 

··•·· By'OJ?.trq,st, recreational bqat iraffic 
on the can~!s has beenon.the iricfease;t\J.ough 
exact fjgures ar{difflcult to fin'd. The currerit· 
'me.thod of deterrriini~g recre~tioriall.ls~is by 

. c9imtirig the numberofloc~i)ges, whii:hmay .. 
. include more than•oneJ;oat, and ,does not" count: .. 
the number of boatersusing ti:J.~ areaspetween ·· · 
locks and lakes; Thuscutreritfigures of126,05l .·· 

.. .· \ >Ieasure ~raft lockages In ti9~; and 115,297 
Jo.9kages ih f996, almost ~eftainJy uhder~tQ.te the r;\Utnber'of recr~ationaJ 

· · boaters ori the canals>The n.umbercif lockagesrecqrded annually can . 
- :--: :--"- -' ,( • ,- __ • ,'• -- ···-- ' • ·.' - ._-_- 1,, 

· ; fluctuatt;based.cm Weather and ecqnomic coriditjons:Jn additfon, the 
. : reiii.trod\lction oft.ollsat tlie!ocks in 1994may:have hadanegative •. · 

effect 'on fhetcital riurtiber of lockages for that and subsequent years. . · '· 
-'" \, • , , -- , C -. -, ·,; - '.( ::• , ; '• • I , :'• •- ,_--.._ , • , -'- • , \ • , ' • , , • -", 

· . ·• . · ' The-present cabal systerri offers·expansiveand diverse r;ecre-
.>: ~tiona'lopportu~ities,both on itsoWnwaterways imdthl:ough its links·. 
· . : . ~o other. bodies of w~te/such.~s La,kes Erie, Ontario, and Ci).~rriplai~; the · 

•• • ·.- . ,-_- . --~ -- ', ., .. - ___ -" · • .. · . .f- '' -,· - _· •• ·. ,_.. . • - • 

· . FingerLakes, and the Hudson ,River,Activities:rangefrqm. passive . ·. · .., 
. : endeavorssuch.as watchln? locks op~rate, a populafpastini.e siq.c; the · 

beglnn£ng ~f2q.nai operati9n, t9 more active pursuits such as bci;tini ar;d •· 
' . . ) . ' - ' ".' - ~ ' - . -

' \. > 

', . · . 
--:/ .. ··(.• ·' 

'.~· 
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)"-_>'(__ .·~,; .· -'- _,,' ·._ '_- .·, ·_. - .'· I -'.' .--:--'--._.;- -· --, . ·' { , ·. , 

• 'Planj theNew York State Cana!RecreationwayCommi~sion: is-currently, 
· · tiriclertakipg · a'fflre-year; $32.3 million Can.al. Revlt~liz~tign Progratrt: The 
" prbgramJoctises6n focir majorelements o(the NYS Canal ; '· · . 
. RecfeationwayPlan-:- ca~<JI harbors; canalservi~eport and Iockpr~- "· 
2 · jects; the 6a;,al~ay t~ail; and ayima:l system marketing plap. Using cari.al
:. gen~rated revenues and fed~ralaid,Jhe Cana) Corporatwn expects to _ . 
. . 1 havelnitiatedo~ to have made significant progr:ess in,the cm1stri!Ction ~f 
: alLpropbsed harbor centers by260(In adclition;•over the next five years · 
/: ' 

. 
1 
it expects tOfund the development ofseventy"three miles of the canal- . 

· -way traiL \Jitder the pro grath, the two ri>a]or'Strategic rriiuketidg objec-:' .--' - :' - - -' ~. ' '.'-.- -·, _' ( . ' '. - . . /' - - ' .- ' - -. " : 
: tives are to enhap.ce tourism and recreational ·use of the canal system and . 
~ •. --< ' _/ -· ,_) /: - - ',) • ,_-/-, ' ' _. ' '.- ·- ' ' ' ' ' • 

: . to foster priv,ate~sec;tor investment in, canal'related projects. Prom· an 
. operatiomil st~ndpoin~, ir1l994, the NYS Can:iJCorporationoperated 

·· ~ndmaintained,the car1alsystem with a budget b($ 20.7million.Also 
: that year,$ 27.6 million were ~arm~rked .for capitalimpr0'verrients tothe · 
:_.-----,. ;,--- - - .. - -- : -· -_ /- . ' . _· -_' -- -- -' .· ' .· -

: system, part of a five-year capital plan for maintenance and improve' 
• - · i - · . - · . . .' _ · -, _ _ · _ , ,-_, - . ,c' - ' (' 

ment 6fthe .caria!.infrastr'ucturf. ; . . , . . . 
: . r Effarts J, develop an.end,ro-end trailaloJ;lg the canal are. . 

already underway lnl995,therN.e'w YorkS tate Canal Corporation sub- . 
. . mitted a !n:oject proposal to the. N1iti6nal Park Service's Rivers, Trails, 

and Conservation Assistance CF:iCA) program. The pi()posal ca:ll~d for. c · < 
the creation· of a statewide Fr(ends()f the Canal way Trail Society to 

· fo;t~rgre<ite~ public inter~st and sappo;t £or the trail project.. The . 
proposaL was accepted by the NPS River.s and Trail~ program; ;rid the 

;., C::analCqrporation ~nclNP$ h~ve since held a numb.er of productive and. 
~ .. ·· stfccessful\Olorkshops o;, thetrailacrossth~ ;tate:.Jnaddit)on, the New . . - ' - .-- ' - ' '- ' - -/ - - - -·' ' 

: Yc)rk State Canal Corpor~tion and RTCA joi!ltlysponsored a y>ell-
~-- •' . - __ . ' 

r:r:_::;:_:::-;==.:·::-.:::::..-::.:o.-=;~:z=~~-=--"?~::::7: __ :::;] 

Di:Co_raiive.itm:ne.boards ·we;e'·cOIJI~O~ .o~i 19th - · :: 

c. ' .~ • • - ·-

Phot~ c;e_dir: ErflCarta!_M.usiil~, Photograph c_oliection. > 
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OTHER UPSTATE -·· 
NEYl YORK •. 

.. _HERIJ'AGE AND 
. REVITALI.ZATI 0 N 
IN IllATIVES• 

·.,r"_ 

. receiyecl end-to~encl ~icycle rn~kalohg the'Eriesegmentof the canal. 
: .sy?te1:n inSepterqber,J997. . . 

• •• • -' • ' ' J " • -. • 

Across Upstate New York local, regional, and state orga~izations .... · 
· .. ; .· atet:aking stOck oft!J.er~gi~n's historic, scenii:, and recreatlOnalresources . 

. i ·. ·. . .·· .. , ·' ' . . ;. ' _,·.. " • 

. with an eye toward achieving their broad public recognition, long-term • .. · / 
":. _·. . ; __.- .... _ . ' ~ '. " . -- . ·- " ~' -.' ,- . ' ' . . / ·: . 
prqtection, and economic potential Five IX)ajot initiatives are either under-.: " . . ' . . ' -, : . ' -· -' .' ·- ~ . ''. . - ' - - ... ' - ----

., way oi'proposed-in areas that abut or oyer!aptheNPS st'fclY area: · 
.. j ' . . ' . 

.,---_, .· " . . . · __ ·.; . ·- ') - . ~ . ' - .. ' . ·' - '' -

· .. · • . _ .. Canal.Corridpr Initiative: The y.s. Depami:i'ent of Housing.· 
· · ·: and .Urban Development (BUD) h~s mad,e over $130 .millicm available t~ 

• ; , ;o1:nm)Jl)ities fgr c~rialc<?~ridor projects. This ptqject_ assistance will take 
, ; the form of giants and guaranteed loa!).~. The Canaf Corridor Initiative js · 
; asustamed CO!ml:fitrrient tq Upstate 1'-Jew Yorkthatwill ena.ble commu--
:' nities along the c;mal tO tap its potential as an' engine of economic . · 
· i, ·growth and. cpmm~nity re\(it~frzati6n; Over fifty coriifuuniti~s within 

•'ll~-3b'~ · • _the corridor h~ve been awarded BUD grants.(Se~ BUD m~p p_age_.. 2 L) 

. /._._ 

.. 
.. . · ·-···· • ..... _.· Nol'J:hern Fmntier Project: a ~ra~s-root: i!litiativ,e,toidehW 
: fy\h~historlcand,ultudJ iesounis of historic Tryon;Coudty.The pro-' 
: .· jec:t aims to impro\(e their promotion; protection, andinterpret;ltionfn. 

:order to help m~ke Central NewYorka~better place to live and work and ·•. 
to promote econom!c'ilevdoprrient in theregi~n byexpanding and_ 

• · im.provingfravel and t6urlsm opportu~itie~. Congress has directE:d J)IPS 
. to beglnprepating a specialresourcestl!dyfor the area in 1998. • · 

, • _, .. • ' - • !, - • .. -

.. : . . . 
-: --, ._c / : -,. :. 

. j .. · . Molta~k Y~ll~y Herij:;lge Cotddor: established bythe 
:· state legisl<ttion in 19lJ4 tO pr~tect, the region's'natuBI, historic, arid·. ; .. 

· : retreational res~ur~es <!nd prom6te its economic r;vitalizat\on.-Albany, .. 

, . Saratoga, Schenec~ady,Schoharie,Montgorriery Ft.dton; Hirkim~r, and . 
. : Oneida couqtiesand the Oneida Indian Nation~ are included\vithin the 
.: cor~idor.TheMohawkValleyHeritageC:onid()r:C6mmis~ionls a public 
; ·' benefit 'corporation arid is part 0f.a state-wide networkof heritage areas •. • . 
• ' • ' - ' 'c._··· ' - - ' '~ . .. . - . ' - - ',_ 
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! r . . . . . 

. Hudson R.iver Valley National Heritage Area: establish~d 
· · by Congress in 1996 to recognize the nati~nal importance ~fthe history 

apd the resources of the HudsonRiverVall~y. The legislation authoti~es. 
. the provision offederal financial and technical. assistance to the state of 

.. New York and Hudson River Valley communities in preserving, pro~ect-. 

ing, and interpreting these resources. Albany, Rensselaer, 'Gre~ne, 
: .· Columbia, Ulster; Dutch~ss, Orange, Putnam, Rockland, and Westchester 

. • counties and the yillage of Waterford in Saratoga County fall within the 

.. 

boundary of the heritage a~ea.. . 

Champlain Valley Heritage Corridor Project: In 1997, 

CorJ.gress directed the Park Service to undertake a. study ofthe Champlain 
Valley whi~h straddles the New York/Vermont border as well as parts of 

Canada. This bistate/national project includes counties locatedwith,in . 

the Champlain Valley including the followirigNew York coun~ies: Essexr 
• Clinton, Saratoga, Warren, arid Washington. The study is slated for com

pletion in 1999. 

All of these prog;ams and .initiatives offeropportu~ities for 

sharing data, cooperating on joint marketing and programming, and col

. le<;_tively leveraging resources for planning, programming, preservation, 

and development. Future managers of,this reSOU[Ce should !ecognize 
· these projects as complementary undertakings and.should collaborate 

with their proponents when geography, resources, goals, and themes 

.~ intersect . 

. 

. .. 

. 



THE CANAL CORRIDOR INITIATIVE. 
Source: U. S. Depa;trilent of Housiqg and Urban D6velopme;:,t 
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24 NEW YoRK STATE C~AL SYSTEM____: SPECIAL REsOURCE STUDY 

•:; An Outstanding Example 
of~ Particular Type of 

' . 
Resource 

1. It is an outstanding example of a particular1yp~ of resource. · 
· . In many cases the argument~ for the national significa;,_ce o(a 

particular canal have been made on the basis that its cuciulative regional 

importance was, in effect, so great th~t it assumed natlonal significance. 
The New York State Canal Syst~m, bycontrast, includes probably the 

only canal whose influence was genuinely national in scope, and few· 

: transportation systems 'or facilities of any kirid Can legitimately dairri to•, 
. . have had. such widespread impact on the United States. Only such indi-. / 

:· viduaL works as the first transcontinental railroad and such broad techno- · 

• logical phenomena as the steam locomotive, the automobile, or the· 
airplane have had a comparable effect. . •· - .· . • . . 

·The New York State Canal System, especiallY.the 1825 "old 

Erie" .and its laterals; is fundamentally and broadly significant in thefor'· 

.mation of the American nation and national identity. Its significance in 
· · this respect is.something ofa paradox because the system was construct~ 

- ( . . . 
ed by •a state only after the federal government had declined to partici-

pate. Both the 19th- (original and enlarged Erie) ~nd 20th-century (barge 
canal) forms of the canal system were iri their times the largest public . · 

/ . 
works projects ever undertaken by a state. Built to advance the' interests 

of that state, the effects of.NewYork's canals nonetheless transcended 

New York and its region. 
·_The canal system created the first effective means.of inl~nd 

· interstate commerce in the United States and realigned the relationship 

.. · among regions. Before the New York canals were built, the great bulk of 

the exports of the American interior tended to flow either down the 

Mississippi River to New Orleans, or through the Great Lakes and the St. 
Lawrence River _to Montreal: By providing an outlet to the Atlantic for 

. ' . ' . . . 

l . ' . - . 

A!_ Lockport, the 19th c~ntury locks are preserved . 
alongside their contemporary. counterparts. 

Photo credit: Larry Low[mha/ 
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THE HISTORIC CANAL SYSTEM 
Sourc~: New York State Canal Recteationwayi'lan. 

·.Prepared by Beyer Blinder Belle Consortiun:. · . 
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· 26 .· NEw YoRK STATEC,;ALSYSTE'M'--- SPEciAL REsouRcE sruq~ 

· Mi;sissippi b~§iri goods, thecahalshelped to divid~·thenation ihto ·· •.. 
·· • north/south ratherthan eastfwestsecticm~ and ~ria bled New Yorkdty 
;. t~ eclipseNevvOrleansasthe riation'sleading port. In addition, becau~e 
• the .humid c!imateofNew6r!eans madegrai!J: swragetherealrnost .· 

impossible, the GreatL.akt~s'Atlahtic orientatiq!'i the canals put lnplace . 
. ; · allowed the Upper Midwest to d~velopinto the nafiop's g'fanary l?Y ' . 
:. J847the trafficofthe vv~stern Stfl.tes already exceeded that. ofNew York 

. itself on these canals,and byJ850 the old Erie carried a quarter of the · · 
. ·grain growri intheUni\ed Stites.The New y();k Statec~nals shaped the 

• :·. gtowth of the new' regions, helping to create the. conditions under which 
2ities such as.Chicago ind Cleveland roseto promihence. · .. t , ', • J, " 1·.,."• > ·,-: •,. '_. •V • , '. ,•' 

0 
." ,'".:, 

· · ...... · .· The carial system furthetensure9 New YorkCity' s primaqias 
. an Atlantic seaport and effectively :nationalized cqmmerce by siph~ning •. 

: the pot<r~h, ·lumber, grain, a11d oth~r products of the northern sections of .·· 
·. :. · Vermont, New York, and the Old Northvvest away ftoli': Montreal; .an 

· importa).1t aim of.boththefirstcanal system and thebargecan,aL As · . 
. :. ·Judge Wilham Coopd(father of the novelist) declared about)S06, "The 
.. trade of this vastcoimtry must be divided betvveen MontrealandNew . 

· ; Ydrk: and 'th~ half of it lost to the United•States, u~fe~s aninlandcom" 
.. : .: mUnicaiicni- c~n·b-e formed frOm·Lake-.Erie to .the H~·dson." .. 8 The ·. 
• · ChamplairtCanill bec~me, in effect, the can~! of northern New Y~r!<and · ·. 
j western New Engla).1d, especially Vermoht."J;"raffk that othefwisemight . · 

.: . havefound anoutkt ih MontrealwaSiristead recaptured for Newl'ork. 
City, and the overyVhelmingsu~cess of~he canal syst~m,riuclson River 

. corridormayhiwe discouraged efforts toimprove navigation on the .. · 

. ConnectiCu(River .... · . · .•. ·· .. ·· .· · · ··· .·. ·.· .. ·. .• ·. · .• · .· .. ·.·· · ......... . 

. Completion ofthe .ftrst Erie Canal in.1825 q.cceleratedand .. 
cc•.:::.c::·:·:.::cL:.~ :C::"ci:::·c:::c:o::'::>e .,:•:::; : •:;... ' • [ 

BY d~te(mining'tht::lo~atiofl, oiienta-iion, .. aftd 
, ' ' . 

_constrUction· of ~~dny.f;Uddjngs,.: the,canti/s"had 'a ·~ 
:: 



~.' '-•- ' 

channel~cl"not only the flow of g~ods but a !So thealreadysu bstaritial .. · . 
0 ··flow c;lfpeople from New Engla~d iri.to U pstateNew York, and it helpeq 

• 0 • ensure asw.ell that much oi tk"Old Northw~st~ wassettled by people .·· 
:. ofN~wEngland origins. The cultural and ecoilornic ties the ca~al created 

•• 
0 

between the cilder<>hd newernorth~rn statesm~ have treated the cop.- · 
. ~·" iliti?i)s'-and h~Jped deier!Xline the outcorrie'-0f ,th~ sectio[l.al c~nf!ict · 
: thatwlmina~ed in the Civil W~r:;r'liusthe.qp.al s}(sterhhad anenor, _ .. · .· 
: . minis hl1ractin shapinkthe.cultutal, p9litical; .and ecop.omic; develop' 

ment of the ndtion as awh~le. . . 
/Jn additionto~hif~ing tr~nspottation patt~rn~ withl;;the ..... 

l)hited States; the NewYorkStatecahalS exerted a sighillcan:t impa~t on'· .· . 
; ·· • foreign affairs.Aslate as the War o0812,the JJnitedStateshaqfouridit. ··. · 
·- · difficult- b~th to'-defend 'its .. ll~rthe;n, fl-oritier ·and td laUnCh.offeilsiVe · · 

. : opera.tionsi11thattheater. Oncetheorigihalcanal systeril'Nascom~letc .. 
: · ed, the threat of:English invasidn from the north becam~unlikely due.to 

the strategic adv~l1tage that.ltoffered.the Vnit~q States:Thisstrategi~ .·•· 
·.• • 

0 
reality had ~norrn:ous in!l1Jehce in shaping American rel~tions wit!{ the 

: · Uiilt~d Kingdom, thefor~niqst n.aval poweroffhe 19th arid mu.i:h of the · 
:. 20th cerituries .. Anothe~ military effect was the goyernme'~t'schoiceof •. 
" Watervliet as the loc~tionJor a federa(Iarge cannon factory in 1889, in .; 

. ·. ; ·pat~ becal\Se of theexcelleht tfansporta'tion afforded by the C~n~ls, . . 
. : . i~,Jep~iident of railro~ds. ·.· ..•. ·. . . > •. .. . .• . .. ' .· . . •. .• . . .·· •. · . 
: . TMeiuerg~rice ofthe Hudson-Canal cilrrid6r led tb the rise of 
: · the "Empir~St<)te." New York. became .the national Ieaderinpbptil~):ion, . 
. f . ihdustry, and econ;mi~ strength; allofwhi~h ttanslateq intO,politi~al . 

0 • poWer, and the state retaiJ1ed this disprOportionate irn:por~ance UJ1til ~he. 
. • mid-20th cehtury .. Nevy YbrkCity became preeminent ihthe nation's 
:.· finance ~l)d comll:lerce,.·~ndthe .canalsbetamethe"'mp\h~rof·cities'' by' 

. : · · contri\)litirig to,the rise of other population• centers directly~Iong the 
ca11als. By determining thelos;adori,ori~ntati~n, and c6nstr.uctioh ~f 
mahy buildings; the canals had a direct impact oil the \;luilt ~hvironm'enL 

; ·• .Some archi;e~turalhisto~ians have no,tedthaica.n~I stpneworkm trans- • · 
; ferred their techniques to'otherstructures,toritributingto adistinctiye 
; architectural style in th~ region. . . . . • . .. . . . ·. . . .. . 

i · . .· .. ,NewYork's rapid anddramaticleap•to·dotriiJ1af!ce after corri- . 
. } . pleting' the nati.o.n' s first interreg}onal waterl~anspohationlink alarme<J. . 
: .·its rivals along the Ail~ntic seaboard and set offfierce arid cos):ly compe •. 
0 

• tition, iridudirig'the ~a-called "cab.atrri~nia.U Seaport~ that hoped td , . · 
.: ·.remain \hsqnt~bfionfeitpres~(Ir~ to build th~ir owri tran~portatiqn ~ys~ · · 

• 

0 

terns acrossthe'Appalachi~n Mountains even thoughtheylacked New 
·· ;. York's singul~r geographiealadvant~ge.' P~rins}dvanla's canalsyste!n . 

•' '. ., ' - ' ' ' ' ' •' . ,' . . 

.· '., 
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.· 30 . NEwYoRr< STAT£CANALSmEM- SPkWREs~vRc~ St~nY .• 

:· .·. •:• · Illustrating themes of ·.· 
. . NationaHteritage · · 

,, _ _.,, .. , 
\ >•\, 

: • \mrnigran: ro11tet~ thewes~ a~d thereb; el)[~}ged u~mlthe ~th~i.c,diver
: ~ity£6r wh,i~h ~he construction of the ca~i\litselfwas partly responsible .. ·. 
•" '.· ' ' ' ; '> ·' '- • - - ' ' ' - -- ' ,, ,_ • ', • ' - - ' 

• ; '2, It pos~esses~xc8:?tio~al ~qlue or quality inillustr(J.tfngorinte(Pretihg the "at-

. ;; uralor cultural themes of ihe nathm's herMge. ..··· · .. · ·· .· .. ·•···. ··• .. ·.· .. .· . .·· .. ..·. 
. . • / Theexceptl:onalintetpretlve pi:itential.ofNewYork's canal sys- .. ·· 
. ~ •. tern relates most direc~lyand obviously t9the theme 6ftransportatiori, ·. 

: .· but the rarnificatioris of th_e c~nals -andconsequentlytheir interpretive. 
··· •. v!J.lue ~e~tend acr~ss ~~ide §pettrum o£Al1iefican history. Interpr~tive 
' : • po~sibilities begin. with tlie iml1iediatdy appareht engineering works' ancl' 
.. ; . · ~echnica'! achievements, reaching frotp, the. hydraulic celllent of the, 
.• .1S20's to the siphonlocks of the 20th century.The systein'sinfluenc~. 
. .. ex~ends lbtosu,ch diverseareas as liter~tuie, inusic;, sbcial reform, reli- • 
· • . gious and p()liti<:~i m:Ovements, and ethnic diversity, most conspi9uously 

between 182s and 1860. · . . . . . . . . . 

·.·.· ~ · . \;yhile theNewY6rkSt~te.~anals werenotsolely ~esponsible 
• fodhe n~tion'sirievitablew~stwardexpansion, they played a leading . 
, part in determining th.e nature and rath of that expansioo. -r;hey shaped· 
j. the.po[itica[and ecOrlO[XliCStructureofthe.nationm itsf()rrnative years.·.·.·· 

. • withlasting consequences. Bec.ause they present such eoormous the~at: -. 
. . · icdive~sity; the canals can, be treated ~s aninterpretiYe window through . 
·: ·which it is possible to vie0. a cross-section, of.Ame'ricanlife in th~ . . 

. Northeast an? uppeYMidwe~t, a_s well as the einergence of important 

sectionaliss~e_s in theD.ationasa whole . . . . . . . . . . .· ·.• . . .. 
Probably the most obvious e'yideri(e ofthe interpretivevalue of · · 

. . . . · · the_ canal system isthe numberofsitesand institutions that aiready 
. · · .·. . . :·· · · • .•.•. ·. ·. . ···:·. . · : interpret certain of .its aspects. Severa[ especiailynoteWorthy•sites prif-

· ... ·.· ·•.·.· ..••• ·. > ..•.•. sent
1
a.v

1
iy

5
idhjuhxtapocsition ofd5iffereHn~ ph~se5s_ofcanFal coHnstruqAion, par-

·:::~ ... --~--::cc=..:::: . .c~~-'~~=--·:=1 t1cu ar y c. o . ane. rossmg tate . \stone 1te m ort · unter.. sa 
res~lt ofconducting tours over, a long period, the Canal Society of New 
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NETWORK OF CONNECTING WATERWAYS 
Source: NewYorkState<::an~l R:ecri!ationwayP!an, · 
Prepared by Beyer Blinder Belle Consortium. · ' ·. · 
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.· :. 4 .. lt ret~insa high degree o{iniegfity as a true, accu;ate, ~nd r~laiivdy 
. : tmspofled exam pi~ ofthe resource. . . . . .... · .. .. ·. . .. . . .. . . . . .. 

· : .. ·.. . Histoticall))the 111ost salient feat1.u:~ofthe ca11al;ystemisits 
. . . ioi;J.g-stahding artd continued l,ISe as a ttan:sportation corridor; for at! east 

l .• ·tWO htin:dn:,d years a steadily more Complex array of man~made irnJ?~OVe- •• 
·. :• me~ts expanded on the naturalad:'<intages of this sor;idor.Inits curr~nt .. 

• . manifesta tioQ. the Ne'l/ Y orkSi:ate Canal S yst~m retains. an extnwrclinary .. 
le.vel of ihteg~ity. ·Since its wmpletion irt19.18 it has experienced n,urher- · 

: orts but largeiy superftcial<:hange;; tl).e 1918 ~ystemsurviv~s.intact to.a; 
remarkable eJ<te"r].t. •Moreover, it sur.vives as a hitict:ioningsystetn; includ- .•. 
ing ancH!ary structures a.hd water supplynianageme~t facilities, n~tably 

: reseryous. Significant losseshiiye occuned onlyt~termin'lls. Aspartici- · 
· · · pari.ts in thf significanc¢ workshop pointed out/ the ~ontinuingoperatlon . 
. . of.th~ entire system is the rt\:ost impressive evidef:)ceof its integrity, and .. 

. : ;ny discontinuance ofoperation would be the most.severe th~eat to that·.· 
. , -, .· . . . : .. ·• . ' .. ,· .r •,_. ' - ... 

: irl.tegrity. • .. · . . ·. . . . . . ·. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , 
FineeJ<artlplesof~Il pnivil;JUS episodes of can"a!bui!dihg ahd USe. 

••• eJ<ist. Eviden~~ cifthe 1790's cimalsls latgely archeological; yet ov~r the 
· · .: ler\gthofthe systein viftti~lly every imaginable variation in preservatioi): 

: of!ater systems cap be seen, fromsectiQns where thepres~nt canal has 
: . obliter>ated allpr~v!ousstages· to·sev.eraloutstandingpoints wher¢ the 

...• majcir evol\Jtiohary phases surVive in proXimity .to each.othet. Be~ause · 
·: th.e systems,espei:ially the 20th-century \ler~ioh, were highly standard, > 

ized, eJ<amples ofidenti~al structures can alrhqst always pe.found, evert if 
a particularOJ\ehas peeh lost. Some c\fthelateralcanals aban<;lon~d at ~n 

: . eprlydatepn:widesomeofthe bestremainingeJ<amples.of preVious 
: ~tage<; of t'echrlology. . . . . . ·.. • . . . . . . .··· .. . ·. . 

l . · ·. A comptehebsive rriile-by"mileiQ.ventmysuch as has been done 
Orjthe Pen£sylvania MainLine Canal has n6tywbeen con<;Jucted on th~. ··. 

•·.·· :~ .. Ne'IV YorkStaie can'als. At least. two fairly thorough inventories J:ia.ve 
• beerip~rf~rmed, however, and have identified the most significant canal
.. · ;ela,ted reso~r(es: lnaddition to ·structures that had a direct or"eratibnal ·. 
• .•· funci:ionin tbesystem,.agreat rnany cultutalr~somces bwe th~irexis'. 
: :tehce to the cariaL"Entird cana:l-depend~nt streets and villages,as well as . 

. ; · Individual buildings; testify to its impact on the bUjltenvironl):lent of • 
· .: upstateNewYork ThesedistrictsOfte!l possess exceptional•atchitectural · 

: cohesion and are so perva~ive tj:iroughouttheregionthat it might be fea,. 

"==""'-'""'""""""~"""J""""""""'""""""" · .. sible and advantageous tO C()nsider much clfthboute; atle~stof the 
--,, ·' ~Hirkiina}Io~e St~;~:~Histor1C"~ite,.Danube;: ~·: :19tlH:ehtUry·sY~te~;· a~·a co~tiriuOu.s)::_uit·ur~l·~a.~.d~~~p~. -- :· .· _ _· ·· ~ ·-. -. 

;;:;:-.: ., Phol;~,~~~,-~r,y·~eni~al .. ·: ·_ .:·:_~Wbe_~ ·as~essl_~g-th~ ·-nariona:l.'~ig~!fic8.~-~~e Ofhi~to~k res_O~-r~~s; 
(•f • - - • ' • ' • 
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Hist~ric phoiograph.depictbig thC double;-IockS at-, 

· Lqckpo'rt. 

been impo§sible to assemble the extensive documentation required for an 

NHL nomination. However, such a sysf~m-wide inventory and docu

mentatiop effort should be undertaken at a later date under theauspices 
of the Park Service's Nat.ional Historic Landmarks Program. 

In sum, the his.torical continuity represented by the modern 

New York State Canal. System .and the remnapts and artifacts of its 
· predecessors -the.1825 and 1862 versions of the;Erie Canal- is the very 

foundation of this resource's historic integrity and interpretive value. 
· .. The significance statement weighs the resource values of the New York 

State Canal System and its adjoining c9mmunities against the park 
:. service's criteria and firmly establishes its nationaL significance. The New . 

. York State Canal System-incluclingthe archae(>logical remains of the 

1790 Inland Waterway Navigation Canal, remnants oftl:i.e 1825 Erie 

: 

. 

Canal alignment, remnants of the enlarged Erie Canal completed in 1862, 
and. finally the modern barge .canal- should be consideredmttionally 

significant. 
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The following themes, derived from the significance statem.ent, repres.ent 
• ari interpretive framework for exploring the canal system;s significance · . 
• · in American history. They are intended to complement the ip.terpretive · 

. ; themes developed for. the New York State CanalJ\ecreationway Plan and 
: . shou.ldwork with them topresenr"thestory of the canal on a·O:umber.of 

levels:Jocal, regional, state, arid national. The histo!)r.of the New York 
State Canal System embodiesthi;overarchingtheme of national develop~ 
inent.)nterpretation wo).lld focus on seven important contribtitions the 
can~! systemhas rnade to the·e'mergence ohheUnited States asa.nation 

· . and its subsequent geopolitical, economic, and social development. 

.. 

•:• . Developing the,Americari Economy. The Erie : 

Canal, both by itself ?nd ~spart of thelarger New Yprk State Canal 
System, becall),e asignificant route altering the flow of capital ap.d 
goods betweep the Atlantic" coast and burgeoning settlements in 
the nation'~ interior. As thefirsfeffective means of inland interstate 
commerce, the canal co~tributed to the rapid ecoriol:nic.growth 

: .that enabled the Old Northwest (embracing a significant pqrtiqn of 
: · · the modern day Midwest) to develop as an exporter of grain alld 

natural resource;, and facilitated the ~ise ofUpstate New York . 
: . urban centers such as Baffalo;Rocheste~ Oswego;Syracuse, and. 
• Albany It was. i.centralfactor in making NewYork City the 

nation'sleod~r in shipping ond commerce, and helped shape the 
.. pattern ofu~ban growth arou-nd the Great Lak<~s . . • 

.. 

•:•. Peopling Places and Transforming the 
Environment. ID. thedeveiopment of the New York State Canal 

·System, early engineers took advantage ofNativeAmerican and·· 
·~ole>nial transportation rou\esandli:O.es of communication along 

. . .. the Mohawk River. As theNe":'York State Canal System deyel: . .. 

. 
- ; 0 

. . 

. . . . 

oped, travel across New York. to the Great Likes region bec.ame 
.• • faster, saf~r, and more reliable, and the population flowfrQm New 
. England to Upstate New Yorkand onto the Midwest increased 
· steadily• This cultural tiewas importantin binding the Old ·. 

N orthwesi: to the North and shaped the sectional. divisions that. cul
minated .in the CiSil War.lnNew York State, the canal became. the 
"inothe; ofcii:ies;, along the canal route. TheErie Canal was also. a 

·principal route to the West through the inid-19th century for im .. 
ethnically diverse imll),igrant population, thefirst of whom were . 
drawn to the area to he! p build the canal. . . . 

· ::~ Changi~g U.S. Role; in the World Community: 
As late as the War ()f 18.12 poor transportation and cmnmunication . 
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In New- York Stilte1 ihe ·ca.itCll b~came the 

"(mo;h~ro{ citi~-s-"id;ng 't~-~ cand/ ;o~:e. :'show~ · 
hd~e is.a slr~e"t~!eve1 s~ing br_i~ge Ope"nJOr bUs}/ 

. -. . 

,canal t;affic'{n syfatu.se. 

· 'Photo Cr~dir': Erie Ca;wl M~1seum~--Phot~'graph _(:~lfec;ion. ', 
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: 
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~ad~ it difficu!Uorthe u.s .. to conduct militaryopera.tionsalong ·. . 
. th~ Canadian border. Thethinly-pqpulatecl fegion remained~ulner~. 
ableto Britishinvasiorr from Canada. Construction of the canals 

. and the resulting surge of population. into the region made the . 
cleployn:entof troops and equipment muchmore efficient and n;n; . 
dere.d British.aggression far less feasible. This relationship had a pro- · 

· found effect on British-American relations in the iemaitider of the 
'19th century, andairilcist certainly contributed to British neutrality 
· during the Civil War. · ... ·, · . · . · · •· · .· .·· 

•!•; · Expariding Science and Technology; 
:' . The construction of.the Erie Cap.al.produced a cadre of ~ngir)eers · 
· and t~chnicians who directly tr~nsferred the lessons theylearn"~d 

on this projectto canal and engmeering projects throughout the .. 
. United. States, Canal building stimulated the first practical hydro'. 

loglc~i and geblogical studies in th~United States Duringth~ cob.
• · · . • s~ruchonof t,he caqal system ~host of techntcal, physical, a11d. · 
. .. organization<3lchallengesinspi~ed innovative solutions, il).duding 

the use of new con;tructiontechniques and rnaterials, the dev~lop-
·. ment ofthe highest set of lift locks in the world; and. the creation ~f 

: . an llhprec~dented systefi) ~f reservoirs and other water supply man'. 
• agement technique~. 
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· . •:• Cre;tting Social Institutions an<f M:Ovements; • . • • . 
: TheE~i~ CanalJacilltatei:l the moverpent of ideasas w~Ii as people, ..••. 

. : .. . . and helpe~ transfnlt the prolifiC refo~ms ~rid visiona;y and spiritu~l . 
· · ide~s born fm thehlpst part in New England: A~ongthese ~ave. · 
: .·· ments were the. cre<l.tion of the Mor:mon Church, utopian cbmmu' 

• .. · · niti~s (oneida), abolitionisn;,prohibitionism;rililieJ1malism, and • • 
· •.··. worri~n's suffrage: Tw~ri~ieth·c~nturyhistorians ha;e calied the •· 
• . . . ar:ea ~long th~ Erie Canal the "butned-qverdistrii:t" b~cause it was 

. : . "s¢orcheci i:Jythe flames" of~pcialand religiotis reforrn:· .· .• .. . . 0 
••• 

0 

• • •:• .·_. Sbapiiig the Politicill La~dscap~. Canahelated_ 
: issues dominated New York ~tate, politicsfdr;,mucho£ th~l9th cen •. · .. ··_. ... . '· .. '· . ... _ .. :. . •' '' .·'. ·. . ·"·. ~ ·.· ': ·. .: . ' ,• .. · . ' . ' .,_ ·. ' ' :, . . . ·: . 
• .tury and n!mained contentious into this century AsNewYork's ·. · ··· 

· • • imporUltic~ in I!ationalpoliticslncreased; these debates had a 
; . • spilioveref£<ict em {he national sc~ne: More importantly;astbe ·. 
: . canals facilitatedthe movementofNe\1\lEnf'l~nd people al)dideas · 

. . · to the Midwest, they exerted apowerful iilfi'-lence onthesectional . 
: ccintioversies thatpreceded the breakup cif th,eUmonin 18!50. Later, 

· • · ··-_ ~hecana!sflgur~d prominently.i.n efforts to cont~ol thetailmadcor-
.·.·; porati()ns, one of the ,centralrefoim'issues qfth~tirr)e.. . ... ·. 

. ·.. •:• · Est~blishing a Na:tioitai Identity. ·.The deatiop of 
. • ·.··the NewY0rkSt~t~ CanM System defuon;trated th~t AmeriCam .· . _·.·. 

· · . were flnanciallyandtechnicaliyc~pable of com- . 

pletingaproject of l~rgemag!i(t"de This .~

accoillpli~hfuent in turn con(ributec)to an 
e,m~rging~eqse ofnationalprjde and .•.• 
consciousne:ss. The canals; gr~at success • . 

. i!1spired ]oi:al, state,. and.federal goverw . 
mentsto_a smgeofcana)-building imdothe; . 

·_ ptiblicworJ.<:i.In paintings, prints, music, 
.. literature, film, and decorative arts; the Erw 
Xanal came',jri the popular imagination; to.· 

· ·.· ~ymbolizetliemariifest i:!estinyofwestward ·. 
expansio-n: Thecanal .system !inkec! two of 

. ·. <the !lation's n'j~stt~itipelli!lg natur&i .· 
~!:tractions, the Hudson Valleyand i\r!agara F~lls, :. · 

-.:' f~m~ ~;idir: TR.,'s·;~;ie.~a~~j .a_ n;d. ·"e.r;v.~ed· is_ 'a .. ro·u· t.' (fo. r t9Urlst. s .. ·.a_ s yvdl.,~~s :t. o_ r. imr):l_ "f.8t:apts;. ·As_. 'pa_ ,•rt , ,- ;rOS! ca;,kan~Colf~ctibles: , b • , , • • • • -

.. _.,;.. ' of the "Grand Tour,". the can~ls b~carr1e a populirr attiaction for for~ : 
<·;. 0 

• • • eign visitors and contributed significantly to therise of domestic. 
· tourism. · ·· · · · . ·. · . ·• • 
. 

. .. 

' . ~ .·, 
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A 'muddy foqd crossiftg.th~ cimal-at Pitt~ford. · 
. . 

. . ward movement a~d created th<; first commercial artery betWeen the 
East and the Old Northw~sL The Erie Canal, with its extensive. neh,_;ork 

· of.lateral canals, contin1.1ed tp be the primary corridorfor traveland com· 

. merce tmtil the emergence of the railroad. . . . · · · · . · .· 
The network of railroad lines developed in the 1840's and . . 

.··18.50'~ made· the westwardpass"age still easier.. The completion of the first 

transcontinental railroad in 1869 is commen;ora:ted at Golden Spike 
National Historic SiteinUtah. Like the Erie Canal, this transportation · 
corridor.signaled a new era in the nation's development; it had sirr;ilar, 
thoughg"rander, implications f~r westward expansion, settlement pat-. 
terns, industrial development, interstate commerce, int.ernational trade, 

and technological innovation. . . . 
. . Within thenational park system, a null.lber of sites also inter-

··j pret the primary nation.al themes represented by the New York State 
l . Can.al System (see pages 18-20): Sites that represent the "Developing the 
. Arl:)erican Economy" themefoctis ma!rily,however, on coastal maritime 

activity and international trade: Salem Maritime· NHP in Massachusetts, 
· • .and San ~ran cisco Maritime NHP in California are the primary ex:amples 

of such sites .. Other sites in the system~Chesapeake arid Ohio NHP, · 
· Delaware and Lehigh NHC, Illinois and Michigan,NHS, Allegheny 

· : ·· Portage Railroad NHS, and Blackstone River Valley NHC-:- specifically 
· ~ddress the development of a network of inland waterways and the 
emergence of an increasingly efficknt system forinterstate commerce 
acro.ss the n~tion. Yet all rose to prominence after the Erie Canal, and 

• none specifically commemorate New York's canal system as the foun-. 

tainhead of interstate commerce. . . 
. . Many sites in the national park system represent the wide 

range of topics embraced by the themes of "Peopling Places".and 
.. · "Transforming the Environment" duririg the 19th and 20th centuries; 

· Photo credit: Erie Cmral Museum, Photograph Coflution. . ! . 
. 

. 
: 

.· 



A 1909 aquet(uct On zh~ Erie CanaL 

Photo credit.: T.R/s &fi; Ca11al Post Ca.fds mid Co!lwib!es. 
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. however, none offer the opportunity to t;eat th~se subjects as compre- . 

hensive!y as does the Nevi/York State Ca~al System. !h~ Jefferson · 
· : National Expansion Memorial in; St. Louis, Missouri commemorates the 

• early exploration ofthe United States and !Ilarks'the portal through . 
which many immigrants found their way west au ring the latter half of 

·• the 19th century; .the Erie Canal served as such a portal decades earlier. ·. 

. 

Resources throughout the study area,illustrate thqelationship between 
the construction, enlargement, aml improvement of the New York State 
Canal Syst~m and.adjacent patterns of settlement and community devel

opment. This relationship is evident in such places as Schoharie Crossing 

State Historic Site (F,rie Canal Natio!la! Historic Landmark) ~nd . . ' ' . 

Lockport, where multiple gene;ations of canal resources exist side-by~ 
. side, and in such places as Syracuse, where the Erie. Canal i.s now Erie· 

Boulevard and accommodates cars, not barges. There are currently no sites 
' in the national park system that can interpret the relationship between 

the historyandevo11ltion of transportation and accompanying settlement 
patterns within aslargeand diverse ageographi~ or ·thematic scope. 

: · The Erie Canal NHL at Schoharie Crossing State Historic Site is 

among the.on,ly formally federally ~ecoghizedsites that interpret the tech
-: nological innovations resulting .from the development oftranspo~tatiori 
. ' canals .in this ~otmtry. (Othersinclude Delaware Aqueduct on the Upper 

: Delaware Scenic and Recreational River; Potomac Canal Historic District; 
and Allegheny'Poftage.) Th~ New York State Canal System, particularly 

the Erie Cana), was the proving g~ound for much ofthetechnology that 
made other canals, as well as the railroads, possible: In addition to 

Schoharie Crossing, a number of .other sites throughout the N€:w York 
State Canal System could serve toillustrate this theme; including the dou-

' . 
. 

ble locks at Lockport and S~neca Fails, the group offive locks at W~terford 
(considered among the world's highest series of Iiftlocks), and the siphon. 

·lock in the city of Oswego," all located on the modern barge canaL · 
: · Numerous NPS sites aswell as National HistoriC Gndmarks 

· illustrateth~ theme of Creating S0cialinstitut.ions and Movements. In 

. Upstate New ~ork, several sites! particularly those associated with 
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o~o Feasibility 

The Erie Canal captured the American 

imagination 'and waS portrayed in folk an 
'decorative-aft, literature, and song. 

Credit: Mary Keys, Lockporl on the Eric Canal,-1832, 

waiercolor on paper,' 15 1/4y x 20n. Munson-Wil/iams-P~octor 

Ins1i111te Museum of Art, Utica, N~w York 

women's suffrage, are ~lose to the canal within the so-called" "burned-over. 

district," Among these are Women's. RightsNHP at Seneca Falls, which 
includes the home of Elizabeth Cady Stanton and the M'Ciintock house, 

and the home of Susan B, Anthony, a privately owned National Historic 
Landmark in Rochester, In addition, the cities of Syracuse and Rochester 

were major centers of abolitionist and Underground Railroad activity. 

Finally, the NPS maintains a number of sites that address .the 
theme, "Expressing Cultural Values." These sites may be considered·cul

tural icons in the sense that they have come to symbolize a highly recog

nizable id~a, ideal, or value in the American or the global community. 
The most notable of these is the Statu~ of Liberty in New York; repre

senting the promise of freedom and economic opportunity in America to · 
people around the world. The Erie Canal is symbolic of American ingenu

ity, growth, and. progress: To many people here and abroad, the Erie 
Canal is the American canaL 

No single unit in the national park system can offer as com

plete a portrait of the development of the United States from the last 
part of the 18th and the early 19th .centuries through the early 20th cen

tury as can the New Y?rk Stare Canal System. The diversity of resources 
within and along its banks illustrates in many ways the emergence of an 

autonomous nation and of a distinctly American way of life. 

Under NPS management guidelines, different criteria for feasibility may 

apply depending upon the type of federal designation being explored for 
an are.a. Because this study considers two possibk federf!l designations 



The canal transported ideas- as well ~s good~. 

Here a grOup of suffragettes 4emonstrates in 

Fayette Park, Syracuse. 

Photo crediJ: Erii Canal Museum, Phowgraph Collection. 
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for the New York State Canal System, fea~ibility will be discussed with 

each proposed management alternative itt the next section of this report. 
To be feasible as a new unit of the national park system, an 

area's natural systems and/or historic settings must be of sufficient size 

and appropriate configuration to ensure long-term protection of the. 
resources and to accommodate public use. A number of ~th:edactors are 

· considered iri assessing feasibility, including operating cpsts, administra
tive costs, landownership, access, threats to the· resource, and staff and 

deveiopment requirements. Since August 18; 1970, a unit of the national 

park system has been defined in law as "any area of land and·water now 
or hereafter administered by the Secr~tary .of the Interior through the 

National Park Service for park, monument, historic, parkyvay, recreation-

al or other purposes." . 
To be considered feasible as an affiliated areaassociated with . 

the national park system, a site must demonstrate the need for -recogni- • 

tion or technical assistance beyond what is available through existing 
NPS programs,.mustdocument that a cooperative arrangement with the 

Park Service and c.ontributions from other sources will be adequate to· 
assure long' term protection ofthe resource; and must be able to establish 

• and continue a standard of maintenance, operations, public service, ~nd. 
financiaLaccountability consistent with requirements applicable to 

national park system units.'' 
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. Under this alternative the prima~y roles of the Park S.ervice 
would include providing t~chnical assistance to canalway management 

and assoCiated partners, providing support in the development of a corri
dor-wide interpretation and cana[way identity program, and offering 

guidance and support for the creation of an Erie Canal Education Center. 

With further study, one or more sites could be identified that would 
merit direct NPS management, in order to further recognize the national 

significance of the Erie Canalway and its associated elements. -
In addition, the Park Service would play a role in the coordina

tion of programs and activities arriong the various owners and managers 

of canal-related resources throughout the proposed unit. The Park Service 
might also acquire and develop a limited amount of land that would.not 

exceed 20 acres in size within the corridor for administrative and/or visi
tor services purposes. Although not identical in all respects,· there are a 

number of similar models to consider that combine a center ora site 

within a larger designated area. Among them are the Essex National 

· · Heritage Area in Massachusetts which includes Salem Maritime National 
Historic Site and Saugus Ironworks National Historic Site within its . . 

. 

boundaries. The Cane River Creole National Historical Park and National 

Heritage Area in Louisiana is another .such example. 
The New York State Canal Corporation is currently the princi

pal owner and manager within the proposed affiliated area and, with its 
advisory body, the Canal Commission; would continue to operate the 

canal system. A management entity for the proposed Erie Canalway 

. would be established based on criteria laid out in legislation and would 
include broad· based representation drawn from the owners and man

agers of canal related .resources, local communities, state and federal 
agencies, and other organizations having an interest in the canal corridor. 

The Park Service would be a part of the management entity 

which would coordinate the development of a collaborative management 
strategy that would further the purposes of the Erie Cana:lway. In the 

event that a na.tional historical site is also designated, NPS would admin

ister the site in accordance with applicable laws and standards. As part of 
the management entity, NPS would focus on the development and deliv

ery of educational programming in accordance with existing NPS stan

dards and would assist in defining standards for resource protection and 
visitor services particular to the Erie Canal way. The responsibilities and 

authorities of a management entity for the affiliated area should include 

long-range, comprehensive planning, coordination of programs and activ
ities, cooperative agreement and grant making, and disseminating stan

dards ·for visitor services and resource prot~ction. Other federal, state, 
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. •:; Technical Assistance 

. . . 
•:•. Interpretation. & Identity 

An in.terpre(iv~ display ~h c;;e~;e, New. York 

·includes a model of a canai lock. 

. Photo credit: Kdr! B~ard 

local, and private historic sites and naturalareaswithmthe canalway 

. • vJould operate under their OW!) authorities and,.as appropriate, in part-
. neiship with themanage'm~nt entity . . • .· . . . 

The Park ServiCes programmatic .assistance to the proposed . 

. affiliated area could take any or all ofthe foll9wing forms: 
. : - . •' . _·._ ·. . :• . . · ... ' 

· .. Through a permanent technical assistance program fundedoutof operat
ing dollars fot this affiliated area, NPS could provide to the owners and 

managers of canal-related resources, and canal corridor communities, 
. organizations, <:md institutions, technical assistance and grants for ~Cruea, 

· tion, interpretation, historic preservation; planning; recreational trail 
development, and open space conservation. This program V,iould place 

· particular emphasis on activities that W<)Uld ser~e as model projects. NPS 
staff would be assigned to coordinate support. to the Erie Canal way. All. 

Ofthe Park Service's programs (for exampl~, Rivers, Trails and 
Conservation Assistance and theNationa:l Historic Landmarks Program)· · 

· and professional oJfices (inclucling the Boston Support Office, the· . 

· · Olmst~cl Center for Landscape Preservation, the Building Conservation 
·Center, and the Northeast Museum Services Center) would be available 

for project worksubjei:t to appropriated funds. . . . 

The Park Service would provide support in developing a comprehensive . 

interpretation and canalway identity program. The purpose of this initia
tive would be to .ensure that visitors to the Erie Canal way aie aware that 

they are traveling within the canalway, ate able to easily navigate the 
canal way as pedestrians,· boaters, or drivers, and have the opportunity to 

understand and appreciate the. natural,'cultural, scenic, and recreational 
· • sites and attractions within its bounds. Some aspects of the interpreta, 

. . tiori and identity effort are already underway and are noted below Key 

facets of this program could include: 

: . 
. . 

•:• A signage system including both directional and 

interpretive signage. Such a system is a goal ot the Canal 

Corporation which. has recently begun design of a preliminary pro, 
· gram. A logo-based, directional signage system embracing highway; 
local routes, and individual d~stinations would be integrated with 

printed information. NPS in"olvement could'build on this activity 
·to establish a full interpretive.program including waysides and 

other interpretive media.· 

•:• Corridor.-wide publications like informational 
brochures with rrii).ps, and comprehensive guides similar to the Park 
Service's series of park guides.. . 
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•!• ' A serie~-of "virf:u~i vi~itor ce:hters" at vario~-s.visitor: · 

· destinations along the Erie Canalway. The virtual visitor centers .. · · 
would corisist.of computer terminals programmed usirig interactive 
software that would enable visitors to obtairi informiltiori about 

. . 
• 

. the whole clu1alway as weiLis the particular site that they are cur, 
tently visiting. Information could be provided ori a wide range of· 
topics including interpretive programs, r~lated attractions, r~aps · .. 
and directions, food and Iodg)ng: The Virtual visitor centers y.tould · 
be developed through a p~rtriership with the management entity .. 
arid the host institutions at each site, These programs could also be 

·adapted for classroom use and made available to prospective visitors 
' . - - -

.. . . 

.. . 

via the internet. . · · · . ·· · · · . · . · · 

•:• . Interpretive training provid~d by NPS to ensure a 
con~istent standard for interpretive programming throughoutthe . 
F.rie Canal way. lndividu.al sites throughout the canal way would 
continue to be r~sponsible for their own interpretation. 

An"Erie Canal Education Ce~tet," rriogeled after the Tsongas Center for .. 
Industrial Bistoiy at Lowell National Historical Park, could be developed 
with NPS s11pport. Thecente,r.couldprovideiriteractive, educational 
exhibits illustrating the operation of the contempora~y canal system as· 
well as the history of its development and its overall impacts on the 

_; social, geographic; andpolitical·historyofthe United. States. The educa- . 
tion ce'nter·wou,ld also supp()rt a. network of educational programs focus
ingon the local history of the canal thrqughout the Erie Canal way. . 
Curriculum developm~nt.and educational butreachtosch~ol systems · 
across the statecouldbe a majo~ p~ogra!ll'emphasis.The propqsed center 

· : · should be established 'Yith <ln educatiori~linstitution as a co'sj:JOnsor ::__ 

: · as the u:r:.ive~sity of Massachusettsat Lowell (UMASS/Lowell) is to the 

· .. 
Tsongas Center- as well as with 'commitments frotri the state and, 
privateind\.lstry. UlviA.SS/Lowell est~blished the Tsonga$ Center with 
the Park Service arid .continues to operate it.in a.n NPS-owned historic 

· milll:mil;;lihgiocated witliinthe pai-k. The Nation~! P~rk Service could 
contribute to the. pl1mning'and design offacili.ties f()r the center andpro

. vide funds for the adaptiVe re-use of a historic strUCtU~e for. this purpose. 
. . The identification of an actual location for such an . . 

education center is beyond the scope ofthis study. As proposed; the 
~ducation center would.require a strong local partner, preferably an 

; established institution, and would be located i~ ~n area cc:msidered a 
"destination" location within the Erie Canal way, and in proximity to 

- ~ ' - ,, . . . - ' 

significant canal-related resources. Co-sponsorship by a New York 
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- Above {wd Above right: School children 

participate in .hands-on educational programs at 

, the Tso'ngils Center for Industrial History. 'The 

proposed Erie Canal Educ(ui~n Center would 

offer similar programming. 

Photo mdit: Sarah Peskin 

(>:'> Demonstration Projects 

college or university could further expand the (ange and depth of edu
cational programming offered by the education center. A number of · 

locations meet this criteria and include but are not limited to the-follow-

. : ing: Waterford; Schoharie Crossing, Rome, Syracuse, Rochester, and 
Lockport. The education center would be developed in· consultation 

with other institutions and would not compete with existing institu

·: tions and programs but would complement them. 

As part of the management entity, NPS would lend its support and guid" 
ance to a limited number of demonstration projects. These projects could 
range from historic preservation and adaptive reuse efforts for visitor ser

vices, to th~ development of travelling education kits and other educa- · 

tional·outreach activities. These projects could serve as models 
illustrating the development standards and levels of visitor services 

achievable within the canalway 
To ensure that the activities of the New York State Canal 

Corporation are consistent with 'the purposes of the Erie Canal way, the 

New York State Canal Corporation and Canal Commission would be 
asked to evaluate the Canal Recreationway Plan in light ~f the legislation: 

and purpose of the proposed Erie Canalway arid, if necessary, to develop 

· an addendum to the plan. 
Subject to the availability of appropriated funds for the affiliat

ed area, the Park Service would provide technical assistance through the 
canalway's management entity to its associated partners. NPS funds 

. would be used primarily to support agency staff involvement and the 
development of programs, planning, design, and other forms of technical 

assistance. Should a national historic site be identified within the affiliat-



View of the double locks at Lockport. 

Pho10 credit: Larry Lowemhaf 
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ed area, operational funds from NPS would be needed for its administra-
-· tion. _NPS funds for capital development would be lirriite4 -to providing a 

s\lare ofthecost of development for the Erie Canal Education Center, 
and to the acquisition and n'development of an existing structure for 

NPS administrative and/ or visitor services purposes. If proposed, a 
. national historic site would ideally be located on the main stem of the 

canal (the Erie) and would include resources that are. representative of 
the multiple periods of the canalway';history. Waterford, Sch;harie 

Cro~sing, Rome, Syracuse, Rochester, and Lockport are among the viable 
locations for a possible historic site,. 

O~hersources of funds for the proposed canalway include 

other federal agencies and programs, including the Intermodal Surface .. 
Transportation Enhancement Act (ISTEA), U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development(HUD) and its Canal Corridbr Initiative, the· 

New York State Canal Carporation, New York State agencies and pro
grams, and private nonprofit and for,profit organizations: Federal acquisi-

. · tion of canal-related lands within the Erie Canalway would be limited to 
those associated with the develqpment of the education center and/or. 
national historic site. Any federal land acquisition within the Erie 

Canalwaywould have to be legislatively authorized and could be 
. . achieved by adding !arid to one 0f the existing four NPS units namedin . 

·· this study. This alternative does not propose any changes in local·land 

use authorities. No federally imposed land use controls would result 

. 
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. . ,, ·--- -- . / 

·• ~.· from designation as a~ p.ffiliated ar~a. Existing New York State Canal . 
Corporation la;hd management policies would continue to apply relative 
~o landacquisition and use fo~ limdsthat they curni~tly owh or lease. 

As part of this study, very preliminarywst estimates~ere developed for 

. NPS n~sponsibilitiesfor ~he affiliated area. These estimatesare.delin~d as · 
Class.Cestimat~s\vhich means the most general, anlthus subjectto .. 
considerable relinet;lent and modili<:ation as the planning process pro~ 
gre·sses. 

Annual Operations: . 
PersonneVEquipment/Publications/Travel 

· ·Cooperative Agreements/Grants 

Demonstration Programs 
Total Operations: 

:-; 
Planning & Development:* 

·. ~ General ManagemenfPlan 
Signage Program (Design/Specifications 
Virtual Visitor Centers (Planning/Design) •. 
Administrative/Visitor Ce.nter 

; ( Erie Canal Education Center Bldg. rehab/exhibitc!ev.) .· 

Demonstration Projects 
· · Total Planning & Development: 

$ 377,300 
-250,000 
250,000 .. 

$ 877,300 

$ 650,000 
500,000 
500,000 

2,000,000 
7,000,000 

. io;ooo,o6o 
$ 20,650,000 

-, ' - ,- ' ' 

:- _-*Note_: Thes-e ~uncls Witl b~·us-ed to le~e;age .. additional public an:d pri;ate d-oll.3.!s.· 

If designilted, the Erie Canalway would be an affiliated area of 
the National park system and would receive annual funds through the. 

· federal budget to support programming and othe~ activities, Over the 
course. of a .10 to 15 year period, planning and develop~ent costs would 

· be one-time expenditures, while operational costs would occur annually . 

. . 



.Boats awairpaSSage ihro~gh 

Champlain.Cqna! LOck. #1. · 

Photo credit: Nfidlak~sNavigmiOII Company, Ltd. · · 

•!• Feasibility : . The cu,-~ent status of the~a~al system and the scale of both i~s resources 
• and its operation m~ke NPS ownership and management of it unneces- .·. 

sary and infeasible. Asignificantproportion of canai resources are.ct.ir~eh.t" 
ly owned and managep, and therefore. protected, by the New York St~te · 

· · Canal Corporation, the state Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
. : Preservation, localimd coumypark departments,andvarioi.Js ptivate 

museums and historic sites. . 
A statewide initiative. calling for the revitalization and n~cre- · 

ational use of the canal sy;tem ha~resulted in the developm~nt of the . 
comprehensiveNew York State Canal Recr~ationway Plan liy the New 
York State Canal Recreation way Commission and Canal C~rporation. 
The Canal Corporation has the ability to.collectfees generated through 
~anal permits, leases and tolls. in additio~,·the US Department of 
Housing and Urban.De'Celopment has rwintly committed over$ 130 mil-

. lion in grants and· guaranteed loans to the revitalization of canalside com
. : munitieslending furthercapital'supportto the cin.;alrevitalization i:ffort 

Despite the state's ~ommiti:nent to revitalizing this resource, 
significant chalienges must yet be overcome to secure its long,term pro' 
tection, principal among them the limited public recognition and appre-

. ·ciatio~·of the canalway as anhistoric and recreational resource.. . . 
Encouraging public recognition and use-of the canal system wilt be c;iti
cal to the success ofthe Canal Recreation way Commission's long-term 
revitali~ation' effort and ultimately to the success of the Erie Canalway. 

· . Additionally, although the NewYork State Canal Corpora'tion is inti" 
mately familiar with the operation imd management of the waterway, 

• 0 o.ther facets ~f resource man~gemerit such as historic .preservation, tr~il 
. development, open space protection, interpretation, education, and visi, 

.. ;; 



56 NEw YoRK STATE CANAL SYsTEM-- SPEciAL REsouRcE STUDY 

tor services are only emerging areas of expertise. 
Alternative l calls for the designation of the New York State 

• Canal System as an affiliated area of the national park system. D.ue to 

its national significance and suitability and tb the nature and spirit of 
the revitalization effort, the canal system merits special recognition and 

protection through the long-term involvement of the Park Service. 

Modeled somewhat after the recently designated Essex National 
Heritage Area and the Cane River Creole National Historical Park-and 
Heritage Area, NPS ownership and hands-on management of the entire 

resource is not required nor does it make sense, Rather the Park Service 

plays a "big picture" coordination and technical assistance role working 
closely with the owners and managers of the key canal-relatedres01.irces 

within the canalway. 
This alternative addresses the most challenging long-term 

proteCtion issues -limited public recognition and appreciation of the 
·· canalway, and the need for technical assistance in a number of park man

agement and operational areas, As an affiliated area of the national park 
system, the resourcewill be nationally recognized for its historic, sceniC, · 

and recreational values. The Erie Canalway would appear on NPS maps 

and in publications distributed natiomilly. In addition, national designa

tion would elevate the canal-system's profile locally, making local people. 
more aware of the canalway's historic values and the potential for public 

use and enjoyment of this easily accessible resource. 

.. 

Under this alternative, long-term cooperative arrangements 

with the Park Service would focus on technical and programmatic assis

tance in .areas such as planning, historic preservation, interpretation, 
education, visitor services, trail development and open space protection. 

NPS assistance would be geared toward advancing the purposes of the 
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affiliated area in cooperation with the management entity and associat~d 
owners and ,mal)agers. The permanent programs identified above, includ

ing technicalassist~nce, interpretive programming, establishing a canal, 
way-wide identity, and NPS involvement in the deVelopme~tofan 

. ; education center, would all advance and/or support the purposes of the • 
Erie Canalway. These long-term cooperative arrangements would 
enhance the long-term protection of the resources ofthe Erie Canalway. 

The New York State Canal Corporationhas established and. 

continues to maintain a s):andardofmaintenance, operations, public ser

vice, and.finantial accountability very similar to requirements applicable 
tounits.ofthe national park system. State agencies andautho!itieshave 

operated, managed, and improved the canal system since 1825, and it 
continues to be a viable, navigabie, public waterway. The NewYork · 
St~te Cana!Recreationway Commission's.Canal Recieationw~yP!an 
already.calls forsignificant capital improvements and the development of 

programs that will expand opportunities for public use and enjoyment of 
the resource. Other entities such as the New York Office of Parks, 

Recreation, and Historic Preservation, county and local park departments 
and private. museums also protect and interpret .canahelated resources to 

. : a high standard al)d make these res~urcesavailable to the public. The 
• addition of. a permanent NPS involvement could better enable the Canal 

Corporation and the owners ·al)d managers of other related sites and' 

attractio?s to provide for public use while ensuring the long-term protec
tion an.d viability of the Erie Canal way. The estimated $ 20 million for • 

~ :-

·planning ahd deVelopment under thi!; alternative .would have tobe con-. 

sideied in .light of competing priorities for existing units of the national 

. park system. Matching funds and other leveraged monies committed by 
local partners would be an important factor in successfully competing_ 
for f~deral ful).ds. . . 
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ALTERNATIVE 2 • 
. ·.ERIE CANALWAY:. 

NATI .. ONAL 
HERITAGE 
CORRIDOR 

. . . . . . ' ' . . ' 

This alternative proposes the Congressional designation of the Niw York 

·State Canal System as a national heritag.e corridor. As in alternative 1, 
: the corridor would contain within its boundaries the navigable carial sys- · 

. terri, extant segments of the "old Erie," and the municipalities immediate
ly ~djacent to navigable waterways system-wide and to the "old Erie." 

'Under this alternative the primary roles of the:National Park Service 
would include providing technical assistance to corridor management 

.. and associated partners, and p~oviding support i~ the development of a 
• · corri.dor-wide interpretation and identity program. The relationship. 

·between the National Park S.ervice a!J.d the corridor would be temporary, 

lasting for no more than ten years, and would be modeled on the most 
· re~ently designated heritage areas like the Quinebaug .and Shetucket . 

Rivers ValleyNationa!Heritage Corridor. 
The New York State Canai Corponitio~ is curr~ntly the princi- . 

pal owner and manager of the canal system. As in alternative 1, they 
. would continue to op~rate the canal system. The !hanitgemer\t of the. 

· . proposed heritage corridor would need toevolve.but would iric!ude repre. 
·: sentation'from local communities; st<jte agenCies, and other orgariiza~ 

tions having an interest in the canal corridor. The management entity· 

designated forthe natiOJ1al heritage Corridor rriust be capable of receiving 
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•:• Interpretation and 
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and disbursing federalfunds, i:Je ac.countable for federal funds accepted 6r 
.. ) -.' ,. -. ) . - . . ·.. ' ,. - ' .. 

. . disbursed, and. have. the authority to enter into agreements with the fed-
.eral goyeznment. The management entlty couidbea federal, state, colin: · 

· · ty, or municipal agency, ora non-profit organization. Otheded~ral; state, 
'local, and pri~ate historic sit~s and naturat.areas withip. t]:le corridor . 
·would operate updertjl.eir own authorities and; as appropriate, in part"·. 

. nershipwith the management entity. .·. ·. ·. . . . 
. ·The ParkSe;vice (NPS} would enter into a formal partnership 

with the managem~ntentitytosupport the purposes of the national her-. 
• itage corridor. If the CanafCorporai:ion were to be designated as the 

. ·: management entity for the national heritage corridor; state legislative 
· action y:ould be reqlllred to expand the Canal Co;poration'~ a~thority to 
: expenil funds to support planning, historic preservation, visitor program

ming, and other cooperative efforts .oh canal-rel.ated landsthat the st~te 
does hot own· · .· . · . · 

· Pro~rammatic assistance to the prqposed nati?nalheritage' 
· · c.onidor. would be similar to -the technical assistance, imd interpretation .. 
: and identity proposals and demonstration projects described in· . 

· :· ·alterri~tive 1. · · · · · · 
~ . ' . - ~ .· -. -~ . 
. -_~- '·~ _,_--- -_:~· __ · ·. ) _.·. '.· >::_ . ·. ·- .. _-. 
NPS could provide the.owners and managers of canal-related resources 

di!l.ate s~pport to the heritage corridor. As in the first.alternative, all of 
: . the park s~rvice's program's and professional offi~es y.'ould be available .. 

for woj~ctwoik subject to appropriated. funds . . 
. : . ThePark Seivlcewould provid~support i~ developing acc)rridor-wide -·· 

. interpretation an"d identity program. K~y facets ofthis prograrr{ could 
· include' · · · ·.. · .. · .· .·.· . · · ' . : · . · · . .· 

. . •:• Asignagesystemin~!uding both directional.and inter- · 
: pretive signage:Such a systerri.is a goal ofthe Canal Corporation 
. . which has recently begun design of .a pr~liminar)r program. A logo- -· 
. . . b~sed, directional signage system embracirtg highway, lo.tal rcStites, . 

. and individu~t' destinations W()U]d'be integrated WithprihtedJnfof

. mation. NPS involvement could build on this: activity .Westablish 'l 
ft!ll interpretive program includi!l.g waysides and otherinterpretive 
rnedia. 

'.-:-. . 
: 
: . 

. ';.-. 
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BicyClistS take a break during the Cana{way 

Trail Trek. 

Photo credit: Karl _Beard 

~:<> Demonstration Projects 

. 

.. 

·. 

•!• Corridor-wide publicationslike informational brochures 

with maps, and comprehensive guides similar to the Park Service's 

series of park guides. 
•!• A series- of ~~virtual visitor centers" _at various vjsitOr des

tinations throughout the national heritage corridor.· The virtual visi: 

tor centers would consist of computer terminals programmed using 
in.teractive software that would enable visitors to obtain informa' 

tion about the whole canalway as well as the partiCular site that · 

they a're currently visiting .. Information could be provided on a wide 
range of topics including interpretive programs, related attractions, 

· maps and directions, food and lodging. The virtual visitor centers 

would be developed thorough a partnership with the management 
entity and the host institutions at each site. These programs could 

also be adapted for classroom use and made available to prospective 
visitors via the Internet. 

•!• Interpretive training provided by NPS to ensure a consis
tent standard for interpretive programming throughout the national 

heritage corridor. Individual sites throughoutthe.heritage corridor 
would continue to be responsible for their own interpretation. 

As part of the management entity, NPS would lend its support and guid
ance to a limited number of demonstration projects. These projects could 

range from historic preservation and adaptive reuse efforts for visitor ser
vices; to the development oftraveJiing ~ducation kits and other educa-

. · tiona! outreach activities. These projects cou!d.serve as models 

illustrating the development standards and levels of visitor services 
. . achievable within the national heritage corridor. 

To ensure that the activities of the New York State Canal 

·Corporation are consistent with the purposes of the.national heritage 
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corridor; the New York State Canal Corporation and Canal Commission 
·would be asked to evaluate the Canal Recreation way Plan in light of the . 

. c~rridor's legislation and purpo~e and, if necessary, to. develop an adden-
• dum to the plan. 

Subject to availability of annual appropriationS, NPS would . 
provide technical assistance to the corridor's management entity and its . 

associated partners. NPS ·funds would be used primarily to support the 

:development of programs, planning, design, ;lnd other forms of technical 
· assistance. Other sources offunds forthe proposed corridor include other 

federal agencies and programs,ihcluding the Iritermodal Surface 

Transportation Enhancement Act (ISJEA), U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD) Canal Corridor Initiative, the New York 

State Canal Corporation, New York State agencies arip programs, .and 
private nonprofit and for-profit organizations. There would be no federal 

acquisition of canal-related lands within the heritage corridor, arid no 
· federal dollars would be made available for land acquisition. The designa

. • tion of a n~tional heritage corridor is unlikely to ~ffect the continuation 
of private property ownership or local decision-making about land use. 

ExistingNew Yo~k State Canal Corporation land management policies 
would continue to apply . . 

· · ·As -part of this study, very preliminary cost estirhates Were deVeloped for 
NPS contribution to. the proposed national heritage corridor.· These esti
ma~esare defined as Class C estimates which means the most general, . 

and thus s.ubject toconsiderablerefinement and modification as the plan-. 
·· · ning process ·progresses. 

, Annual Operations: 
· : · Personnel/Equipment/Publications/Travel 

Cooperative Agreements/ Grants 
Office Space (leased) 

Demonstration Programs 
.. Total Operations · 
: -· 

!'Ianning &; Development:* 
· General Management Plan 

Sigmige Program (Design/Specifications) 
Virtual Visitor Centers (Piimning/Design) . 
.Demonstration Projects 

Total Planning & Developmen.t' . 

.$ 

$ 

186,000 
250,000. 
22,500 

100,000 
558,500 

$ 400,000 
5oo,ooo · 
500,000 

5,000,000 
$. 6,400,000. 

· ~ Note: These 'ftinds '0m b~ used. to iever~ge a~ditional public and private_ dol~ars.-
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•±• Fe,asibility 

c::::~:::::::.b.'.::::::~-~:.::::..:;:::"::-.:::-.,:=-.o.:;:,:=::=::.:·=.::.~::::::·.; 

Pl~~~ur; boats moored ne{y.r E.rie Canafio.ck 

#11 in Amsterd~m. · 

Photo c,r(dft: JAid-J;ikes-Navigatio/company, Lt_d. , 

If designated, the Erie CanalwayNational Herit~ge C~rrido~. 
• · would seekanhual federal ft.mdil:lg for 10y~ars. Over the course of 10 

years of federal invc\fvem:eht, the planning and development wstswould 
: be one~ti~e expenditures, whil~ o'perationalcostswould oc~urannually . 
. . .• 

•; Alternative 2 calls for the designa~ion of the t-JewYorkState Canal 
• System <!Sa national herit~ge corridor. Due to its national significance and.·· 

suitability, ant! to the nature and spirit ofthe revitalization effort, the 
. . canal system does merit special recognition and technical assistance 
· .. beyond wh;t is .available through existing NPS programs. · 
. · . As in Alternative 1, this alternative also addresses Jhe most 

challenging long-termprotection issues~ limited public recognition and 
appreciation of the New York State Can~! System: andthe need for tech

.. nical assistance in a n.umber of park management and operational areas; 
·As a federally designated nation~! heri;age corridor, the resource wilfbe 
nationally rewgniz~d forits hi~toric significance as well·as.for its natural, 
scenic, and recreationidy~lues. The New York State Canal 'Syste~wou!d 

· appear on NPS maps and in p~blic<!tions ciimibuted nationally. lri addi~ 
. • tiOf1, national designation would elevate the canal system's profile local- . 

ly, making local populations more aware of the potential f~r public use 
.al\d enjoyment of _th~s e?sily accessibleresource. 

:. . Underthis alternative, wopetativearrangements with the Park 
Service woulcj focus on technical and programmatic assist~nce in ~reas . 
such as planning, historicpreservati~n, interpretation, education, visitor' 
services, trail d~velopment and open sp~ceprotection. NPS assistance 
'would' be geared toward advancing the purposes of the heritage corridor 
in response to requests from' the management entity. The programs iden~ 
tified above il).cluding t~chnical assistance, interpretive progr~mming, 

: and establishing a corridor-wide identity, would.all advance and/or sup- · 
.. pott the purposes of the proposed heritage wrridor. These short term 

· ; cooperative arrangements could enhance the management entity's <!hili
; ty to ~nsure the long-term protection of.the New York Stat'e·Canal· 
' System arid associated resources throughout the corridor. .· . . 

. ; The New York State.Canal Corporation has established and 

continues to maintain a standard of maintenance, '?rerations, public ser: 
. . vice, and financial accotint~bili ty that inay be co'nsiderec:l.consistent with. 

requirements applicable to units of the National park system. State ageh~ 
. cies· ant! authoritie-s hav~ operated, managed, .and improved the canal sys
. temsince 1825, and it continues to be a viable, ·navigable, public 
. waterway. The New York State Canal Recreationway Commission's 
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Canal ~~creatio;,_way Pl~n already calls for significant capital improve' · .. 
: . me;,_ts and the development of programs that will expandopport~nities 

for· public use and enjoyment of the re.sourc.e. In fact, consid~,able work 
. : invol~ing many local communities has already bee~ undertaken in the. 

· · • . development of a canal syste!I}-wide traiL This project hasbeen 
advanced in cooperation wfth the Park Service's Rivers, Trails,and 

; Con~ervatidn As~ist~nce l?rogram. The addition of NPS technical assis-, 
. ; . tance over a 10-year period could enh~nce the ability of the Canal 

Corporation and other related sites and ~ttractions to.provide fmp~blic' 
· tis~ whileensuring·the long,term prot~ction and vi~bility of the canal · 

system. The estimated$ ?million fm planiling and development . 
· · proposed under this alternative would have to be considered in light of . · · 

competing priorities.foi the existing heritage corridors: As with\most 
·. heritag~ corridors, !I}atchiiig funds and otherleveraged monie.s commit-

. ; ·. ted by local partners ~re impdrtant ~onsiderations. . . 

:. -

: 

. 
: 

- :. ,, ... 
~ : ' . . . 
- : . 

. 
'• 

: 

.. 
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ALTERNATIVE 3. 
NEW YORK STATE 
CANAL 
RECREATIONWAY 

Above: The bronze Mule and Hoggee sculpture 

'by Tom Tischler in front of the Erie_Canal 

Museum, Syracuse. 

· Photo ucdit: larry Lcwemha/ 

.Right: Th~ Emita II cruises by Trinity Church at 

Seneca Falls on the ~ayuga-Sen_eca Canal. · 

-Phow u~dit: Mid-Lakes Navigmion Co111pany, Ltd. 

_Under this alternative no federal designation or additional authority for 
· • federal involvement is recommended. The New York State Canal 

Corporation and Canal Recreationway Commission would continue to 
own and operate the water way on their own ·as they do now. There
would be. no NPS program dedicated exclusively to providing technical 

_ • assistance to the New York State Canal System or other canal-related sites _ 
associated with it. 

The res,ources currently owned and managed by the New York 
... -State Canal Corporation will continue to be maintained and made avail-. 

able for public use in ac'cordance with state.Iaw. Also, as required under 
: - their state enabling l~gislation, the Canal Corporation and the commis

sion would implement and periodically update the New York State Canal.. 
:. Re~reationway Plan: The Canal RecreationwayP!an calls for the nodevel

opment ofcanalside sites at a number of locations and at varying scales 
' . to encourage and support' recreational use of the canal system .. The plan· 

recommends a multimodal approach and includes provisions for the _· . 
. . 

development of a system:wide canalside trail and the designation of a 
·scenic byway route for automobiles. The.Canal Recreationway Commis

sion is currently moving forward with the implementation of this plan. 
· _ The New York State Canal Corporation and Canal 

Recreationway Commission would continue to rely on other state agen
.. cies and private consultants for technical support in the areas of educa- .. 

. - tion, interpretation, historic preservation, planning, visitor service, and 

.. 

.. 

: . 

open space conservation. 

No regular source of federal funds would beidentified. 
Hovvever, the Canal Corporation could receive technical assistance and 

grants through a number of federal programs (including the_ Park 
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• S~rvice'sRivers, Trails arid ConservationAssistancePro~ram, and ISTEA) . 
: .· on a competitive basis. In addition, c~mmunities located ilvithln the ·. . 

c~b.ai corridor are eligible to compete for revitalization loans a~d grants · 

offeredub.der the U.S .. Department of Housing and.UrbanDevelop~ 
. ment's tanal Cbrtidor Initiativ-e butthese funds carmot be used for oper
:. atioils or programming. The New York Stat~ Canal Corporation and.the 

New York State Canal Recreation Way Commission: would be the prima-
. · ry source of funds .for the protection: of reso~rces and the de,velopment of 

: · visitor amenities associated 0ith the revitalization ofthe canal recre-

. . ationway. Additional somces. of funds may include other New York State 

agencies and programs and private nonprofit .and for-pmfit organizations. 
A number of federal assistance initiatives are currently 

• • . underway. The Park Service's Rivers, Trails and-Conservation Assistance 
program has been working with the Canal Corporation and local 

comn:nrriities to create the canal way trail aiob.g the ent!reiength of the 

· • · NYS Canal Recreationway.Keycomponentsof the RTCA program 
· • include community workshops on the economic benefits of preserving 

coin.muri.ity character, a caniliway trail accommodations study, and the . 
. : development ofa.canalway tr~il database;This project has resulted in 

increased public support and momentum behind the pmject.Kl'-cA .. 

: . assistance is short term and their work with the CaJ?-al Corporation will 

' : be completed in1998. 
. . Al~o through a C0!1lpehtive process, over 50 communities were. 

awarded BUD grants thmugh the Canal Corridor Initiative. The Park 

Service. is 3Is'o involved and provides technical assistance to recipient 

i coin.mu~ities within the corridor. NPS offers assistance to recipient 
com,munitiesin ti}doilowing ways: pla~ning, economic development, 
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. i~terpretation/ education, tou:rislll, histori~ pres'ervafion, outdoor recre-
i atio~, n;turaland,cu!tl!r~l r~sq~rces management, and graphics: . ·- · · · -.:·-.. ,· 

. . The canal corridofinitlative is meant to serve as ii catalyst for ' .. · 
-,,_ 

· - Altern~t'iv~ 3 does no(calt f6r ~he· for!riaLfederal desig~atiqrJ. of the NYS · 
· • Ca:nalSystem iis an atp.speCifically eligible forNationalParkS:ervi~e.. .· 
: funds or assistance. Uride~; thisafternative,the NevyYork StateCaJ:!al ·_.· ·• 
·- ·_ Cbrporatiop and Canal Recreationway'Commissiqn would inclepend_ent- .· 

: .ly ~dvahce _the propo~als in the New York State Canal Recreationvyay 
• Plan .. However,the.NewYorkState Cari~l System could pursue federal· .. ··. 

:. · designation as a nationalhistork landmark th~t may make it eligible for . · 
further federal assistance:Fu;ther, the.Canal C6rporation could receive 

· · technicai assist~nce and- grai:ttst)uough a \l~!Il.ber ofh!deral program~ 
· · · · .(incltidipgthe Park Service's Rivers; Trails, andCons~r~~tion Assist~nce 

Program, and ISTEA) '?n ~ competitivebasis, , _.··. _. ·_ · . · •. 
; ·.The New York State Canal Corporatio~ has e8tablished and 

contip.ues to maintain, ahigh standard ofmainteriance, operations, •.. 
· · public service, and financial accouni:ability.State agencies and autbori- . 

tie~ have ()perated, managed, ;md improved the canal system since 1825, 
' · aJ;lcl it c6ntinues i:o.be aviable; navigable, public waterway TheNew 

York State Canal RecreationV/ay c6mritission's Canal Recreatio;,y.ray 
. Plan alre~dy callsforsignilican:t capitalimpr6vel11ents and the develop
: mentof programs that wil)expandopportunitiesfor public use and 

enjoyme11t of the resource. . . 

.. . TheNewYorkState Canal Corporation's authorities are .. . . · 
sOm~what limited relativ~ to wli.ere tll.ey .ca_ri invest rrioriey' in program~ . 
ming and capital improv~m~nt~. The CanalCorporati<;ln is currentlx . 

·. unable to ~xpend funds on projects. thaqake place on lands that they do 
: notqwn. This would make1t verydifficult, if not impossible,Ior the 

, , : Ca~al CorporatiorJ. to suppoit the pr~servation and interpretation of the . 
many canalcrelatedresources t!lat are notlocated on Canal Corporation 
properties. However, this challenge has been somewhat mitigated 
through the efforts oH-IUD and their Canal Corridor In[tiativ~ and the 
activities of the Nat.ional Park Service's Rivers, Trails, and Conservation 

. , . Assistal1~e ProgranJ:. · · 
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·co!\fctusi~N 
• .o · Based ~n the_application dfNPS ~ritelia, tllis J;ep~rt oft!)~ speqal• 
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·.: · reso,urcestudy.i:oncludes thattheNewYorkSt'\feCanaiSystemconc _·· ... 
:·. iainsreso,;rces pnd repre~entsthemes that·are·o(nationa! significan~e: It ·• 

.. : would bea~~itable aciditionto thenai[orial park~ystembecause no sine . 
.: . gle unit n6w exists that can offer as cdinplete a portrdit ofthe develop- .. 
! • m~ht of the United St<Jtesfrom the last part ofthe 1St!{ thro\lgh the ,·. 

: ··. early 20th- centuries. A~ignifrcant pr;po~ti~~of~ilnalresources a,i~ cur: . . 
rent!y owned and managed, and therefore protected, by the New York .-: 

; - St~te CanaiCorporation, the state Office ofPilrks, R~ciea,tion and 
• . o Historio Preserva~iori, local and county parkdepartinents, and various 

·' · .• privi..te l!luseurns.and. h1stbJic ~jtes. Therefore; th~ current status ofthe • .. 
• canaLsyst~in imd thegc;le ofthe iesour1=e and its op~ratlon make NPS ... , 

• -_-. ' ·'' -. -. . - • ---- : _ _ . '_ . - • - -' - ·. -': ·.- ' _·- ' -. _' -- -. l '''- '_- : -' - ' 

: OWI).ership'and fl).anageme!lt ofthe canal systehlandpther canal-related. 
·;. Sitesunhecess;ry. Ho\VeVer,Nati~nafPark S~rvicemanagemento,fa-' 

• 

0 

• small, represent<Jtlve sitewlthin th~'canalway rri~y .b<if,easible liut WO!,!ld .. ·. 
: requi~efmther stUdy .. ·. ·· .. ·_.· .. . · . _..... . . ' .· • .· ...... ·. . · .. . 

-•.· .. · .. · . ·_ .. · Although the NewYork StateCana!Cmpb)'iition lsinti!l:J.ately · 
0 farri.i!iarwith the operation and management cJthe waterwaY, other . 

. facets ofr~so.ur~~ manageft\ent - Bisto.ricpr~servation, trail aevebp- . 
meht, open space protection,ihterpretatiop., education, and visitor ser- ._ 

• 

0 

vices -areem~rging areas of expertise: Moreov~r, th_e publlt's ·. .. . . 

.. ~. reeog!litlon anclapprecii)tion bfthe recreatibnat and hi~toric r~sources 
··: . · ;n:d valueofthe canal syst~m ar~ limited.Based ontli.efil_lclings p£this •·· 
-~· · ~tudy,the _Newy6rkSfate Capi!fSysteril merits narionalxecogl_lition .. 
;,' • thrqu'gh-sol!le form pf federal designation. NPS fechnicaland program'" · · 
. rn'ati~ as;istal).Ce sb'ould be m,ade available to the NewYmk State Can;!·.·. 

·. Systein~U:d.ot~et.c~nal-re!atedsites to suppoit.thelong terili;p~otec;tion 
,; · •. an4 inteipi~tation~f this significantnatiop.al resource. . 

. . . . . 
-, ,;_ . 

; ~ 

'• ', .. 
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NOTES 

.. 
. ; 1. Canal Recreation way Commission.members include t~nindividuals 

(~ppointed qy the governor upon recom!J.1endation ()f the.state legisla- .· 

ture)involved ih canal use, development, preservation, o~ enhancement 

: or in localgovernnients from counties adjacent to or intersected bythe 
.canal system. Commission members ~!so included.~epresentatives of the· · 

... New YorJ> State T:hruwayAuthority, Department of Environmental 
• • Conservation (DEC), State Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic 

• Preservation, New York State Department of Transportation, New York 
.·State Department of State (nonvoting), NewYork State Department of. 

· · Economic Development (nonvoting), and each of th~ eightregio]}aL plan

ning boards whose regions are iritersected by the canal (nonvoting). 

2. "New York State Canals Special Resource Study: Significance 
Workshop" (U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, New 

England Support Office, Boston, MA, August 1995, photocopy; 

. : · 3. These sites ari: the Old ErieCanal StatePark (Rome), Old Lock62 Canal . 

Park (Pittsford), .Palmyra/Macedon Aqueduct County P~rk, Lock Berlin 

County Park (Lyons), Erie Cahall Mile Park (Camillus), andG!en Falls 
· Feeder (Glen Falls). See "New YorkS tate Canal Recreation way Plan" (New 

York State Canal Recreationway Committee, Albany NY, 1995), 4-12. 

4. ''ErieCana!Natwnal Historic Landmark, Nationa!Reg1sterofHistoric 

Places Inventory Nomination Form" (Heritage Studies, lric.,P~inceton, 
·N.J., Nov. 1, 1983, photocopy). This canal segment, located in the towns 
of Glen and Florida, was designated a National Historic Landmark in 

1960;theJandmark designation, however, excludes the New York State 

Barge Canal, which the nomination had proposed including. The New 
York State Office of Parks, Recreation a!ld HistoricPreservatiori operates 

most ofthe NHL as Schoharie Crossing State Historic Site . 

. . 
; . 5. these counties are Albany, Cayuga, Clinton, Erie, Esse.x, Herkimer, 

Madison, Monroe, Montgomery, Ni<!gara, Oneida, Onondaga, dntario, 

OrleaD.s, Oswego, Rensselaer, Saratoga, Schenectady, Schuyler, Seneca, 
. Tompkins, Warren, Washington, Wayne, and Yates. 

: 6. Harbor centers are proposed for the "gateway" locations of . 

· Ton~wanda, Rochester; Seneca Falls, Oswego, Little Falls, Waterford, and 
• WhitehalL · 
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• 7. The participimtswere se.Iectednot only for their knowledge of the 
· NewYorkState canals ~ut also for their ability to e~aluate themwithln •.. 

. : a broader national ar{d.technological context. Several pa~ticipants have . 

. ·had experience with National Register or National Historic Landmark 
· : nominations. A1ist of workshop participants appears in Appendix D . . . 
.. 

. 8. Cooper quoted inD.W Meinig, "Geography of Expansion, 1785-1855," 

in, John W Thompson, ed., Geography of New YorkS tate (Syracuse, NY: · 
SyracuseJ..iniversity Press, 1966), 159: . . . . 

· 9. D.W Meinig, ContinentalAmerica, 1800"1867, vol. 2 oHhe Shaping·· 

: of America: A GeographiCal PerspectiVe on506 Years of Histqty (New 
Haven, Conn: and London: Yale Uni-;_,ersity Press, 1993), 318 .. 

10. Page Smith, The Shapi~g ~£America (NY.McGraw-Hill; 1980), 773c 

. : 11. Whitney R. Cross, Th~. Burned:ove!District: The Social and .. 

Int€dlet:tual· History of Enthusiastic Religion in Western NewYork, 1800.-
1850 (Ithaca, NY: Cornei[University Press, 1950). · .. 

· · 12. Raber Associates, "Final Report: PreliminaryCultural Resources 

Assessment. New York State Barge Canal" (U.S. Department of the 
: Army, Corps of Engine~rs, 19S3). 

. . 

. . 

. 

. 
: .. 
. . . 

.. 
- ' : . 

13. "R:ep6rt on the Criteria for.Affiliated Areas.!' 
.- . ' . -. ' ·, - . - . -

14. NobleE. Whitford; Htstoryof the Barge Canal of NYS, 1922 . . . 
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·. ~PPENDIX A: 

BIS.T.OR·I·UAL····· .. s·tJMMARY.• 
-' .. < · ' .. ··· Wash;~gtop.was hirdlyth~ first to hoti~~ •· ·•· .. ·, 

.• havelately ~ade a tour , thro~gh . the potential of the (::hafi1plain and Mohawk tolJtes, .... · · .· 

··.the bnlypracti~alpassagesthrough the inotmtq.in 

theLa~es dorg~ and Champl~ill as far as .Barrier. that separated the easternseaboird fr~In the 
· · • · ·. ·• ·· · ·· · · · · · · .. .. rich inte~ior ot tlle continent. Many European trav- . 

>_ ... Cro.w.nPo. in~.,-. {he~ return_in.·.·g·. ',toSch.en.· ecd.d.·y., I · ·.·. 1' ··· b ·f· ··17.·3·3· .h.· d.- ·• · · d · h. -'" · b·1· · . · .. e ers e ore · ... a fomrnente ont.e ues1ra 11ty 

_. proceeded up the. Mohawk·river fo Fort Schuyler, .•-
, : - ·-- - .· . ·. - ' ' ' . -. -

cro~sedoverto Wood creekwhi~herrtptiesint~.the: .· 

Oneida lake, a'nd affords the water comrrlUnic~tio~ . · 
. WithOntario. I t\len traversed the country to the. 

. . . ·. he~cloftheea~tern branchohhe Susqueh~ri.na,ahd •. :· 

.. · o,f improving these routes, h9~h lin~ortant Tridjim . 
;trails; hist6riansge11erally a'gre~ that<l m~jbr factor·. 

· · in the ~uccess of the Iroquois Confederacy w~s its 
. strategiC position' istride!i!ld/ of travei a!ld c~mmu-

nication. .··· 

. . . ·, ... · 1J\e .tvJ.ohawk Rlver pt~vided the qs_iest 
. · brea~h of the Appalachian /Yio4ntaiil. ¢ha.in, but,. . . .. 
·.while this.·nawt~I route wassu perlorto all others,' it .. 

viewed the.lo.ke Otsego/aJ)d the portage between 
' ,_ .- •' ' : ·', ... -·_ ' . 

·· ·· ·. · was by no means problerhcfree. The Mohawk River 

'thatlak.e and the M0haw]< river at Canajoharie. , 

· · .Proin pted by these actualobs~rvaticins,I co~ld !lot ' · 
. ' - -- " '. . ' 

help taking a coJ)tei:nplativeand ext~nsive v'iew of • 
- "; 

the v~s~iD.Iandnqvigation ofthese United States, 

and could not butbe struck with the irrlrheil.se 

... · diffusionand i!liportance 6£it; and \vith the go~d- · 
. . ' ' . - -. ,, ., --- - -- ' - -

. ness. of that Providenc~ M/hiCh has dealt hisfavours · · 

· to .us with so profuse a hand. W6uldtci.Gocl we may . 
- ' . - ' . - '- " : " ' ' ' ' : ', - - ~ •, ' 

· havewisdoin eXl.oug~w imp~ove.the11l. I sha!In~C 

• ·rest contented untii_I.have explo[ed the western . 
' .-·_' - ,.-·__ '_' .. - -- . - -.,_, -- -' :-

cot.i!lrry, and tra\-ersed those lines. (or grei(t part of 

them) vyhich ha~~ given bOU!ldS ~O~.ne\y ein~ire .. · 
. George V\l_ashingt~ri, 1783' · 

-·_ ) ~ 

, ..• ' ~~shing~~~--~uo·~~-~.JOhn _M~rs~~n;. The:Ljfo ~G~!ge_ ;;~s~ini;C!'n _(New:. 
. ,··yO.!~· -1~32! i':65:·'· 

pou~edil:lto th!e Hudson by means of a f~lls at .. 
• Cohoes so m,ighty that it.~ec'a:meatot!~ist attrac~ ··. 
· .. tion: Seyeml rapids ont!ie Mohawk ltself,riotably'at · 

·· .. Little Fails; made navigatiohh?Za~dous: At Fort · .. 
?chuyle; {no;, Fort Stanvyixiri Rome) th~ wri.tinen

.. · .. tal div'ide, thotighbaiely. perceptible, required a 
. . portage of ~he to severaLmiles; depending o!lwater 

· ·.· Ievels.West of this portage, Wood Ct~ek:\yas an.· 

.. •'ex~eptionally to;t~ous;.shaiici:w st:r~amoll which• 
. ·. boats wuld n~t pass easily. . .• . .. .•.. · .. · . · .•.. • •.... • .. · 

. . •·:·. Washiti.gron specul~ted about t4econtic> . 

. ne!lt' i "vastinlf-!ld n!lvigatiort" only about a decade 
·befofe ifbecame.feasibleto.considerimproving,nat• 

•. · ui~lwaterways. Soin.~tefitatiye, srifall-scale ·.· · -···· · .. · 
improvemehtshad ~een m,adedUJ;ing colonial times'. 
· an ~xbow on the M~hawK in the presenttowriof 
Marcy was cut th~otigh inl7SO, and other ~bstruc~ · .. 

tio!ls.wereiemoved. B11titwas'~nlyin the ll90's .• 
. :that. N~Y, YorkState became marginallycapa ble, 

.. both fihancially andtechXl.iC;lly, of const~iictirig sys~ 
temi~ iinpr~Verrients: ill1792the state chartered the. · 
'Western aile! N0 rtt\ern frtla11d Lock Navigation com: 
· .. pal).ies f6rthis purp6s~. General Philip Schuyler, the 

. ' ,. . - . - ~ ' - -· - - . 

... 

' 
·~ >- • 

• ,_-\- •• < 

. _., -, '. .. 
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. illustrious Revolutionary War officer, was the I;ader . . ~ . . 

· inthis enterprise. · .. . · · .. · .. . . 

· Atthat time nolong, man:macle canals. 

existed in the United.States.The efforts of the New 

York navigationcompaniesand·others like them 

. were directed to improving river travel by building . 
short bypass canals around the most serious 

obstructions. Schuyler, who shared Washington's 
vision ofinland· transportation, began t(i realize it 

systematically and. persistently. He supervised the 
· actual construction and. was working on canal locks 

in wintry weather into the last days of his life. . 

Despite Schuyler's lack of formal engi

neering training, t!J.ewest,ern company was able, on 
the route between.the Hudson and Lake Ontario, to 

· complete a number of improvements that represent 

the true beginning of New York's canal era. Several 

individuals working in the 1790's, not~bly Benjamin 
Wright, also worked on the Erie and later canals: 

Because resources were devoted almost entirely to 
the western company, virtually nothing was accom

plished on the northern route to Lake Champlain. 

Other small private companies, especially the Seneca 

Lock Navigation Company; made improvements in 
· this early period .as well. 

In 1808 Treasury Secretary Albert Gallatin 
conceived~ broad plan of.internal improvements . 

that included the two main water routes in New 
York However, the weight of sectional and 

constitutio11a! concerns forestalled imy federal 
·action ~n Gallatin's proposal. New York took initial 

steps toward a program of its own after the War of 
1812 exposed anew thedangers of a northern 

frontier inadequately linked to the morepopulous 

part~·of the country and thus poorly defended. 
Meanwhile, the Middlesex Canal. in Massachusetts 

demonstreted·that an entirely man-inade channel 

of considerabklength was feasible, and that 
Americ.ans. possessed the skills necessary to 
construct such canal;, In addition, influential . 

• .Americans were becoming more aware·of s'uccessful 

· canals i'u France and England. . 

. . Aftereff<:)rt~ to win federal support fora . . 
"Great Western'' canalfailed, Ne;,_, Yod< went ahead . 

·on its own. Once conviriced of the ci)nal'spolitical 

and economic potential, Governor DeWitt Clinton . 
. emerged a; itsindefatigablesupporter and. has since 

become indelibly associated with it. Ground was 

broken for the great pmject on July 4; 1817. The Erie 
Canal was· divided into three sectiol1s so that large 
portions c~uld begin to operate and produce revenue . 

. before the entire work was completed. 
Despite its willingness to take on a h1.1ge .. 

burden of debt, great skepticism remained about the 
state's ability to complete the project. The Erie por

tion alone was 348 miles long and had·to overc.ome.a 

yariety 6f technical, physical, and orgahizational · 
challenges, rnany unanticipated, while passing. 

· through country that was only thinly inhabited. 

·Nothing remotely approaching thefin~ncialo: physc 
ical magnitude of the canal. project had evetbeen 

· attempted in the United States, and knowledgeable 
· critics began to refer· to the project derisively as· 

''Clinton's folly." Designers and builders developed 

innovative and sometimes heroic measures to build 
the canals; the peffection of hyd~aulic cement, the 

invention. of a mechanical stump puller, and work-
. ers' ·struggles against disease, insects, and swamps 

earned the canal a pliJ.ce in national folklore. 
Nevertheless, the entire Erie portion was tompleted 

on schedule iri 1825, while the Champlain Canal had 
actually been fmished nearly two years earlier. . 

. The largest state undertaking of the 19th 

century in dollarvalue, ~he New York State Canal 
System was by far the most successful. Tolls paid off 

its construction cost within twenty years aQ.d there' 

after generated an enormous surplus, H~weveri the· 
direct financial return was by no means the m,ost 

important or enduring consequence of the system. 
Before the cari.als, the cost of transporting bulk · 

· freight over land exceeded· the worth of all but the 

. most val~able cargo. The Erie system reduced the 



cost of movi~g freight to a tenth ofwhat ithad 
bee.n on land. Cointnerce between the Atlantic and 

.. the Midwest (the "Old Northy~est") became practi, 

cal, vyith immens~ economic, social, and political · 
consequences. The Erie Canalin particular, became 

· the"" Mothe~ of Ci.ties" along its b\Vn route, and also 
created the condi.tions that allowedcities such.as 
Chicago and Cleveland to rise to prominence, 

. This extraordinary succes; led .to a nation
wide outburst of canal building, sometimes termed 
canal mania. New.York itselfcontimied to build 
canals irr response to constituents.in those parts of 

. th~ state that the Erie and Champlain.cana:l~ did not .· 
directly serve. Confronted vyith abundant canal-gen- · 
era ted revenue and citizens' complaints about. payc 
ing for a system they could not use, the state built . 
~ompensatory "lateral canals," someofwhkh sup- ' 
plied and regulated the flow of water to ~arlier 
canals. By 1877 New Xork's canal system (including 
feeders). featured 565lo~ks .and coveted 907 miles, 
about a fifth of the,total mileage of all canals. ever 

· built in .the United States. The Erie Canal alone· 
spanned348 miles and had sev~nty'two lo.cks. The 
laterals, though spmetimes individuallyimpractical, 
formed a comprehensive system reaching virtually 
every population center in the state: Two, the 

· Oswego and the Cayuga'Seneca, are part ohhe cur-
. . - . ' . 

rent system. Th~re W?S also a prolonged and briefly . · 
. successful push to connect \"lith the Pennsylvania 

· state c.anal ;ystem so that anthracite coal could be 
·brought readily into central New York. . 

Th~ successof the Erie was so rapid imd · 
· overwhelming that within ten years its capacity 

needed to beincreased .. A comprehensive program of 
. enlargement, which widened the canal and deep
ened it from four to seven feet to a.ccommodate large 
er. boats with deeper drafts, began in 1835 and 
continued until1862, oft~n delayed by political dis, 
putes overthe canal d~bt and by national economic 
downturns. When completed, this substantially ·. 
rebuilt canal wap known as the new Erie,while the 
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. previous version was called ;,Clinton's Ditch," a o~~e 
·derogatory term now rneantaffectionately.Though 
enlarged and improi.red; the re.built canal was still a 
towpath canal, relying on ariimalj:>owet; to pullthe 
boats .. Freight moved at two orthree miles an hour;· 
arid· ev~n passenger vessels were r~stricfed to four . 
miles an hour b~cause of the danger of wa~hing 
away the banks . 

The New York .canals probably had their 
·greatest riational.social andeconomicimpact · 

... between 1825 and 1855.Ultimately, the expansion 

they had fostered impelled a dedineinNew York's 
relative importance. Canals could not continually 
openvast stretches of virgin territory or plant new 
cities in the wilderness: In addition; canals began to . 
experi~nce competition from r~ilroads. The. forma~ 
don ofthe NewYorkCentral Railroad from anum-

. ber of smaller companies in 1853was an important 
milestone. Railroads were much faster and could 
operate at all times ·of the year; .thus they quickly . 
seizedpassenger business and then began to capture 
high-value merchandise. Railroad .companies, which·. 

. tended. to 6e better organized, often used.sharp com
. petitive practices t;o overcome the nai~ral advan-
tages of canals. . . . . . . 

·A prolonged trend emerged in which the 
. New YorkSt~te canals and other waterways shipped.· 
only bulk freight that was not time;sensitive. The 
coml:Jined tonnage ohhe New Yo~k Central and Erie 
Railroads first exce~ded that carried on New York 

. canals in 1868, ;nd New York Central freight alone 
. exc;eed.ed canal tonnage iri 187 4. Nevertheless, while 
the relative iinportanc~ of the canals decreased~ their . 

. traffic shqwed arrirregular gain until the peak year . 
. ·of 1872: Thereafter, absolute tonnage decjined errati
. cally. Sevenil of the less. successful lateral canals 

were abandoned because the existing and prpjected" 
traffic on them did not justify theexpense involved 
in enlarging them. ·. . . ' 

While the New York state canals 
transported .a variety of bulk cargoes durlng this . 



~eriod, theconim~(!ities• ofgr~atest corisequenc~ • 
wiregtain an'd lumber. Bo,thperpettiatecl i.rite~: • · 
tegionalrelati?nship~ th,a~ had arisen, inthe eafly 

. yean; ofthe citnal era and malnt?ined the 

impClrtance ()~the cM1alseven irito a time when . · . 
. their relative volume was decreasing. As late as 18.84 

· the Erie .Canal took half as muchgi~into New York. · 
. City.as all thetrunkrailroadhnes corri.bine'd.:This ·. 

grain tridewas avital,econornic interest of New 
York City and stimulate(l powerful political support 

forimprovingthe c~nal system. . , . . . . . . . 
. . . .· With the canals having penetrated previous:.··· 

... lyinaccessib1e secticmsof the state, New York 
· · · erlierged as the nation'sleadinglumber producer iri 

. 1850. Alb~D.Y,near the junction 0f the canals andthi< 

' Hudson River, developed rapidly to become pne ~f the 
coun,try's two major lumber c~nters. thereafter,.as 

New Y6rkf0r~sts were cut ave~ productionshi£tedto 

the upper Midwest. the canals, linking the producers ' 

with thematii. cons~mers in the !;astern urban, cen" 
ters,·.remained vitally important. Buffalo,· and· then 
Tonawanda, became processing centers for this 'traffic. 

.. In political and economi.c terms, the. canals ' 

' we,-e ~eehas havirtg an importance that extended · . 

well beyond the type and volume of traffic they car" 
tied ina given-year: By tile last .deeades of the 19th 

·.·. century the great' power railroad corporations had 

arri.~ssed was causing widespread concern: Most pea, 

pie felt that railroad rateswete e)\cessive,.and.critics. • 
.• believ~d that r_ailrciad. competition inevitably ended 

in combin'!tion at cousolidatiori, to the detriment of 

thepublic interest. Various approacheswer~ tried to · 
• curb the power of the.railroads. some turned to . 

·· · organized rhovements suthas the Grangers, while. 

others, sought reliefthrough regulation,, leading to. 
theformation of the Interstate Commerce 
Commissi()n in 1889 .. · ·· 

. . ·. ·J?ecause.watertransport t:emained inher" 

entlycheaperthin rail, waterways \V~re seen as a 
means of r~g~lating railroad rates. It was .noticeable 
tha·t railroads~educed their rates on comrr10dities 

t • ' . . 

such asg;aineachyearwhen,the ~anal~ reopened.~·· .. ·· ... 
.This was espedaliy tru~ Of the 'Erie C~rial, with\ts 

·· corinecdons to the Great: Lahsab.d other water-~ 
··.ways. The influeb.ce of thiscanalreached f~~ b'eyond 

. its ~\Vri. 5oute, to. eJ.itonipassa region ex'tenqing( 
according to som~ deflriitions, to the interior of the 
Gulf States an,dthe Great Plains •. · • . . .. 

. .. This argument w~s b,ought ot.itin numer
.. ·. ous studies and congressionaLhearirig~o William · • 

'Windom, a former U.S. Senator and lat~r Secretary 
.·.· oftheTniasury, wmtein 1878. that :'tlle'little dltch; 

which runs through [New :York] holds in i::heck and. 

'regulatesnearlye:very leading railroad ea~tof the · 

.MississippiRiyer.'c C~nal advocates tried to balanc.e 

. their arglirn~nt' by asserting that railroads wo~ld 
actually benefit from concentrating on what they . 

. did best'movingpasseii.gers ancl perishable com,· · 

modities-whi!e leaving bulk cargo towater~ays: .... 
·. Thu~, New York considered its canals vital .. 

and responded in traditionalyvaysto m~intain their 
usefulness: Tolls were abolishedi',l 1882, vvhich 

served the dual purpo~e of increasing canal traJfic · 

and regulating railroad rates. In 1884 a major pro
gram of lock lengtlieningwas authorized, though it 

· ·. was on1y partially cmnpleted. . · · 

. . . . . By the.l890;s the state imdccimmetcial 
· .. interests could no longer igno~e the decay' of the. canal · 

.·. sy~tem, although eveJ).. at this low ebb it ~etained its 

leading position among Ainerican canals. The system 
· .. w~s stillcc\(rying more than tqree million tons a year, 

bl!t this freight traffic was smail compared to what 
. :railroads shipped. Thus cimal officials feared that it 

was no]onger able to regulate railroad rates. In addi

tion, influential. portions of the New YorkCity com-. · 

. niercia!oc0mmunitygrewconc~medthatthe ciWs 
. . ·share of foreigh trade Was shrinking, even though 

. mor~tha,n half of the nation's'foreigncol'nmerce still 

passed through the port. iJ.l1895 the state legislat\lre 

. appropriated nine millioll..dollarsto.deepen thec~nal 
··to nine.feet; buuheprojectwas both unsuccessful . 

· \and ~candal-ridden. . 
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. . . .. ·. . · •· . A£ter th(politically.clamaging failure <Jf · 
the"$9million pla~( aseri~s qfcom.miss\o~s stud-.· 
iecl thesituati~n while .various interest g;oups orga,. 

. ' "' '-,- ' . · .. _· ;-·_..·.-· ----. . . . -- ' '.·- .· 
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nomically on ocean, canal, a!ld lake. .· . . .. . . 
. .· · ;Nithtl).e s]lipcanal elimlpatedas a. possi- · 

bility arid the old towpathqnal becoming obsolete, 
.. the question ofFonstrticting a canal across New : .·_ ' ~ ,·_ ·_· -.. '. . '\ _> . -. - ' - · __ . ·- -' ._' ·- -~ . 

York state foi barges· (usu~lly. toV\Tedvesse!s that · ... 
ope!?tedonly on in.land \vatenyays) was'puqo.the . 

···state'sv~ter.siua 1993 referendum. NevJYork City . 

· nized to influence public opinion about the-. canal · 
syst~m's future. TheNewYorkState Commerce · 
O:immissiol). reported in 1898 that thestate.was af 

. . the mercy of. railrqacl· combih.a,ti~ris (a r;ference. to . 

•• the Trunk Line ass~dation orgariiz~d by J:P. .~·.·. 
> Morgan) and coriqrrned tlie_s~spiclori thatthecanai · · 

·· and Buffalo~ voters supported ih"' pr()posal so strong, · 
·. ly thai th~ir~iews pre~ailed oyer resistanc~else:_ ... 

was ~'ihcapable offulfilling its fortnervqcation of a 
··. regulat0rof transportation rate~." Drawfng on these 
. findings, a conventiqn ~f the Bpard of Managers of 

the New York Produi:iJ;xchangein 1S99advocated •··.·. 
deepenipgt)le canalfo:fourteen feet. · . .. . 

·· · · . ·•·. Intenselyinterestec!inthe c;an~l situation, 

Theoc!oreRoosevelt appointed.a special C:oinfuittee· 
... pn Canals In 1899; the year he becf~rhe governor of . 

· New YorkState,Jn areport presehted early in 1900 · .. 
.. the comrriitteeconduded tha}.watertrapsport was .. 

still in.herently ch<;ape~ than rail and .~dvocateclcre- .. 
· atirig a t<malsultal:>le for thou~and'-tori:. vessels. Iri .·· 
. declaringtfiat "Ne,wY~rkpas ~ertah1 topographical· 

. advantages ~hich itwould befoJ!y not to uti)lze" · 
. anc!Jhat corripetitionfrom J'Viontj"eal was a real. 

·. threat, the committee re(iewed ilrgurnerits that had. 
,· ''; ' .- :-' . ,. -- - : __ ,·' _-·' '' ' _-' .-·-· .. '_. ' ---
cha,nged little ovecthe past.century Thqse who .. 

·.investigated the subje,;t were ills~highly irnpr~~se(l. 
· by theexampleof majo{J;uropea~ po:.Ver~which. 

· . had f!lOdetnizecl \heir internal wate,rways. Soril.e · 
inc! ustriaJists, notably Andrew C0r!legie, endorsed 
- ·_. ' ). _-. - .- '- '"-- - .. ',_ ' . . . 

· the proposal with great e.n.thusia.sm" . ·.. . . 
·.. · ... ·· .••. ConctirretiUy,rene~edint~i:est had arise~ 
· inbuiidiqg ;i.ship canalt~ carry ocean~goingvessels • ·· 
inland eithenhr?~ghNewYork State or; the St. · 

. Lawr~nce Riv~r. B~sed oirastudy ofsh.ip e<1Jjal~ in · ... 
th~ is90's, theinterti~tiona\De~p Wate'r;,ays · ·· · 

·· Corrilllission submitted 4 report comparing cin~ls •·• • 
· .. tV\Tenty-one and thiriyfeetdeep in June 1900 .. ; 
· Eventually_ the id~a of a ship carial ;,as rejected, 

largely because designer$ and ~iiglneers con~ideied it • .. 
impra,cticai to b~ild a vessel that could ()Perate ei:o, · 

. '•- ' 

. - . 

· · wh<cre,N'e\Y Yo~k;which at that time produced 20 · 
pe~i:en.t of tbe nadon'smantlfact:uriilg ou.tput, still . 
took. pride in its ;,Efilpire State" reptltatiof!.Wifh ..•. ·. 

·.· thi.sconfident,attitude, it beg~n the largest'construc" ··· 

tion project and the liugest bond issuanse eyer·· .. · 
undertaken.by a state. lnclu~irig several changes. 

.. ·made to the ociginaFplan, the biirgecanal tlltim~tely 
cost about, $1.55 million. . . . 

··.·. ··.· ·. .. · Th.esystemsompletec{in 1918 is esse.ntiai: .. 
ly the 524-miieNew':(orkState Cano!Syst~m that .• 

· remains in use toda;iTo ~large exteilt its designers 
.· retu;n~d to the icleas of the l8J:h.-centtiry visionaries 
~ho attempted to improve and COJ1tro[ natutal ... 
yyaterways. A!lCither change fromthe19th ceniqry_. .. · 

. is' that the current i:anahelie~ on motorized boats, .· 

rather th~n anim;ll.p0wer. Oftoday'~ ~ysiem 371 
miles (70. 8 percent) ar~ canalized rivers and Jakes, 
while 150miies arelandcuts .• Adva;,cedtechnology, 

. such a~CQtlcfetecQnstructiOfl., electric operation, , 
and movable dams, J1iil.de if possible to abimdof! the 
long "landliries" ohhe 19th-century c~nals, · ... ·: · . 

.. altfl.ough in mostcases the ioute,of the barge i:~nal 
•.follows .th.emdosely. Even.more .than· with the.e~rii~ ··••· 
er,~al).als, the BargeCanal was conc,eiyedas a com:. 

· plete, standardi:z;ed system. It ipcluded a networj(of 
... ·.· docks and terrninals. at several p6in(s iri New York 

Cit)'and at more than fortyothi~Ia~ations. ···. ·· .. :·· ... · .· 
. . . 'W1th th~.parti~l exception of the Qsw~go · . 

. (:anal, theexistirigcanals w."re kept open during ·· 
. constructi?n, but the work proba!Jiydisrupted traf' ·. 
fie. By thetin).e the Barge Canal was completed in . 
1918 tr~fficon the existing can~ls h~d fallen t:o ... 

·._._ .. _·· 



. . . 
. . 

. ' -· - .. . . 

76 . NEw-YoRK STATE· CANAL SYsTEM~ SPECIAL REsouRCE s~~DY 

about a million tons, a third of what it was in.the · 

l890's. The state claimed that the Barge Canal was 

<;apable of handling tV\(enty million tons .of freight a. 
year, but itneve"r approached thi~ capacity; in fact, · 
su\Jject to opposition and criticism from ship-canal . 

· · · advoc~te~ from.thestart, the barge canal. never car~ 
ried even the peak traffic of the o[d system. 

. Barge Canal traffic was also immediately 

disrupted by the federal government's seizure of 
both the canal and the railroads as an emergency 

measure during World War L The action demon

strated that, although the New York canals were 
state-owned and-operated; they were effectivdy a 

part of the nationalwatefways system. This federal · 
irivolvemenf V\(as amplified insubsequent years. In . 

1929 the U.S: ArmyCorps of Engineers recommend, 

:edthatthe entire system be transferred to the feder

al government, but the state constitUtion forbade 
such a move. However, an agreement in 1935 autho

rized federal aid for improvements to what was then · 
called the ·"Hudson to Great Lakes Waterway," but 

the assistancewas directed solely to the Hudson

Oswego section and to a drive to deepen the 

Hudson River. The canal syetem remains. u.nder state 
control, although the federal government open1tes · 

the entry lock at Troy. 

At the time of its completion th~ Barge 
Canal was probably the most advanced system of . 

inland waterways in the world. As such it served as 
a model for the Corps of Engineers and others. Yet 

bythe late 1930's it was no longer on the technolog- · 

ical forefront,and its relative importance among 

American waterwayswas §teadily slipping. 
Traffic on the canal system fluctuated 

widely, slumping during World War II l)ut recovering 

t9 a 20th century high in 1951, slightly above the 
level of 1936-37. The canal never regained the busi

ness that had been lost as a result of the transporta- ·. 
tior: disruption of Worlc!War II, and in an expanding · · 

economy its relative ppsition deClined toward 

insignificance. Barge Canal supporters had argued· 

_·_ ·, ·. : . . ',_ .- . ' _··_:.:. _·. · ... -· .·' . 

. ·. that it would recapture grain·haulage fr~m railro~ds 
imd make inroads i~to the iron traffic.These hopes 

. did not materialize, and.after World War !Ipetrole
·um shipm~nti to a few customers constituted the 

: bulk of canal b~siness .. 
. As massive federal appropriations contin-
. uec! to enlarge su~h navigation systems as the Ohio· 

and Mississippi, the relative importance of the New · 
York system plummeted. By)962 New York's share 

of gross tonnage on inland waterways was only 0:8 
percent. In 1962 traffic ori the Barge Canal had 

returned essentially to its 1946level, while tonnage 

on the Mississippi almqst t~ipled and that on the 
. Ohio more than doubled. 

Although many in New York continued to 

pressfor mpdernization ofthe Barge Canal, the fed" 
era! decision in 1954 to share in constructing the St. 

Lawrence Seaway in effect signaled the dismissal of· 
New York's canals. Completion: of the seaway in . . 

· 1959 did not immediately reduce Barge Canaltraffic, 

but it contributed to the ongoing decline. The last 
year barge canal traffic. exceeded one million tons 

. was 1980; due to petroleum deliveries to a few key 

consumers, tonnage on the Champlain portion was 

well a,bove that on the Erie. 
The St. Lawrence Seaway, which cost 

more than one billion dollars to build, is itself now 

obsolete. It handled its peak freight volume in 1977, 
but its decline since has not led to the recovery of 

freight volume on the New York canal system . 
. Instead, the.·canals have taken .a new direction-

. toward a market of recreational users. As freight traf

. fie plunged toward oblivion,. the lockage of pleasure 

·craft has increased· almost uninterruptedly . .M,u~h of 
this grpwth is undoubtedly due to the appeal of trav

el on a waterway through which the currents of 
American history and folklore run so deeply. 
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Designatiori 
' .. ·--,, ' 

. '/-

··Intensitf .. ofFederal 
Involv<?ment: ··· 

Time~pait for NPS 
Involvement' · 

· ·. Mliri;lgemel1t &: 
·Oversight· 

. Land Ownership 

. f Alternati~e 1. · . . 
!· . 

· · T Erie c;!lalway: An · 
· ·1 'Affiliated Area. 
: .' 

. ; 1v'ioderi!te/High . .. 
: .' 

· · ,: Perffiarierit .' -.. 

Alternad..i~ 2. 

· Erie CanaliNay: A . • 
· National Heritage · 
····Corridor .. 

... !yioderate · •···· ·. 

10 Year (S\lnset,ylause) 

.} {'.manageq>ent entity Amanagement entity 
•. Ewould be. established would be designated 

; based on provisions in basedoncrit!'ria set ()Ut . 
lle&islatlo!l ~ndwould .. · in establishing legislatiOn 

· . ; include representation _· a:nd would incl11de broad, 
; drawn .from NPS, owners • coir{!n~nity \)ased repre~ . 

Alterriative 3 

·· 'NeW York Stat~ d.nal 
Recreation way 

Low'.· 

j\)otApplicable · 

NYS Canal Corp. and 
Recreatio\lway. . 
Commission own and . 
operate the NYS CanaL. · 

i & managers of canaL sentatiori. NPS role · .· .. 

Systeri:L They art: respon" 
sible fofimpleJlienting · · 
the NYS Canal 
Recreation,way glan: .. . . i resources,.localcommuni' would be limited to pro.- . · 

i ties, state & other federal grammatic .and techniC~! 
· ! agencies, and organi~a- · assistance as. requested by 
. : . dons having an iJ11:erest the management entity 
! in the canal; corridor. The The NYS Canol C9rp. 
1 NYS Canal C:o~p. would < woulil continue to own 
j C:cmtinue to own and · and ope~ate the canal sys" 

· ; operate the canal system, .tem. 
! Jhe mari:agement.entity 
! would focus on educa- · 

·· i tioili ifiterpretati()n, plane 
jningandprogram . · 
! co()rdination: If an NHS 

. ! is established NBS would 
i administer: . · · 

.·; Fedeial a,cguisition VIi thin .. Nq.federal acquisition of ... •No federal acquisition of . 
! the canal' corridor would ca,nal-related lands within canal-related lands within 

· : b~ limited to l~nd.neces- . .. th~ c_orridor. Current · t.he corridor. Ctirreb:t 
.j sary todevelop a possible · NYS Canal Corp. land · NYS Canal Corp.la.nd 
: natiomll.historic site and acquisition policies ~ould acquisition policies would 

.·j support the developm6nt ·. cohtinl)e t() apply: ·. continue to apply 
i of the Erie Canal 
; .Education· Center.' ·' 
i. Current NYS Canal Corpi ... 
Hand acquisition poliCies · 

·. :.would coritinu.e to apply : . . . . . . 



·,· •. · .. 

. TA peunaAent progr~ill. of · 
: NPS. technicaLassistance · 
:would include plannin,g 
l.an:d design support to •· 

. ; Cci!l1munities and canal-
. : r¢lated institutii:ms with-

. ':·< 

Alternative 3 
".'' \" 

NPS techriicalassistance F~defalplanningassis- .•.• · 
tc; NHt indudirigplan~ · .. ·.· •· .tan.ce available through ·.· 

. ning and design support .. ·· ·• established ptograll:ls. . .· 
• ayailableppqn:reql!est · . (e.g,H0D) . 
.. • overa periqd'o£ JOyears . 

· .. · .Tin thecanalwa,y: · 
'\. ·: . . . 

. Histori~ Preserv_atio~ · .. rApetm~nent progra~ qf NPS technical assistance · 
· :technical ·assistance and .. to NH(qver a period qf 

jwou!d iricl~de h.ist~ric .· .··· .. lOye~rs:: · · 

-Historic presiwation· · · 
assistance al).d funds . . . . .. 
available through existing·.· 

. Intelcpr~tati()n & .. 
· _Education 

. OpettSpace · · . 
Protection ·. ·· 

Visitor Services , · 

Operating Costs ·· ·· 
(Annual) · · 

: pteservatiQn.assistance:to , 
· : corilm\mities ~nd .canal-
: rel<ited institl.!tions with
j inthe tan~lway. · . . . . 

· prograins(e.g. National · ·· 
.· Historic Landmark pro- . 

·.· gfain)ol). a competitive •. · 
basis.·. · · 

NPS would.havelimited. . · ·l NPStechnical assistkh~e · Technii:alandprogral)l- •·· .. · 
! avai\~ble on a permanerit· . matli: assistance would be authofit)ltciprovide te_ch~ 
1 basis:NPS would cospon- .. _tnade availableto 1:-J,HC nii:a( assistance .... 

·. ! sor edi:!cation center. · · over a period of 1 O.years .. --' ·, . - . .- . _, - ·_:: __ 

... : ·, •. . 
. !. NpS technica\assistarit:e NPS technical assistance .· .. ·Open spaceptotection 
·j available on a pe~mane!).t · .availabletciNHC over a ·. • a'ssistahce and funds 
: ba.sis. . . . . .. p~riod Of 10 years. avaiJabJethtoiJgh e)(iSting 
; · pn)gtarns (e.g. RTCA, 

.l· . .. L&WCF) oil a competl: ·• 
! · tiv~ basis. · · . . 
~ Nf,S technical ,assistarn;e ·. 

. 1 available on a perm,anent 
! baSis ... " 

~ : ·: __ ' 

, .. _,. 

·· n '. 877soo 
• . • .. • 1_, . 

. ' •.. -.. -: - . .. ' 
0 ' .. ' 

. 1 $ 20,650;()00 . . . 
. . . . . . . 

. . . 
• 

,__,._ 

-;. 

NPS technical '1-ssistance 
· avaifable toNHCover.a 
period of 10 years. 
' - . ' . 

· .. $. ·.··• 558 500 .· . 1 - ' 

· $'. ··· 6 4oo odO' · 
. J ' 1 " . 

'.•._._ 

· NPS\voilld have liin,ited 
. aufhoritYro providetech; 

nical assistance. . . ' ' ' . 

. · ·· Nb regular so.ur~e oUed- ... 
era! (l!nds: . . 

• ··· Noregular.soi:!rce 6£ fed- ·· 
. era! funds: . . . 
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. APPENDIX C: 

LlST·oF· 
PREPARERS 
Natiorial Park ServiCe Project .Team .. · . . . 
Sarah Peskin, Piogram Manager, Planning and 

Legislation, National Park Service/Boston 
. Support Office (BOSO) 

Ellen Levin Carlson, Project Manager/Community 
· Planner, BOSO . 

. . Lisa5korupka Duff, Writer/Editor 
R~bert Kirby, Deputy Superintendent, Delaware 

Water Gap National Recreation Area 
Larry Lowenthal, Historian, BOSO 

· Marjorie Smith, Landscape Architect, BOSO 

National Park Service Project Consultants 
Marie Rust, Regional Director, Northeast Region 

Chrysandra Waiter, Deputy Regional Direct()r, 
Northeast Region 

Robert W. Mcintosh, Associate Regional Director, 
Planning, Stewardship &Science, Northeast Region 

Terry W Savage, S~perintendent, BOSO 
Joanne Arany, ·Community Pianner, BOSO/U pstate 

NY Project Office 
Karl Beard, NPS/Rivers, Trails and Conservation 

Assistance, NY Project Office 
·Lawrence D. Gall, Team Leader, Stewardship and· 

Partnerships, BOSO · 

. Steve Golden, Program Manager, Rivers, Trails and 

Conservation Assistance, BOSO 
Duncan Hay, Northeast Museum S~rvices Center, 

BOSO 

Joarme Hanley, Superintendent, Women's Rights 
National Histo;ical Park . . . . 

Douglas Lindsay, Superintendent, Saratoga National . -- - . . 

. Historical Park . .· . . . 
Molly Quackenbush, Executive Director, Theodore 

Roosevelt Inaugural Nation?! Hiitoric Site' 

Gary Warshefski, Superintendent, Eort Stanwix. 

National Monument 

Non-NPS ·Consultants 
·Matthew Behrmann, Director, New York State. 

C~nal Corporation · . · . 

JohnDiMura, .Project Manager, New York State 

· Canal Corporation . 
DodEunson,Graphic Designer . 

·Ann Luby, Fonner Director, New York State Canal 

RecreationwayC?mmission 

Ilaniel Smith, Green ways Consultant 
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APPENDIX D: 

LIST OF PARTICIPJ\1\LTS AND 
OBSERVERs·. . . 
New York State Can.als Special Resource • 

··Study Si~nificance Workshop;'Wedn~sday, · 
August .9, 1995 

:Partisipants 
Thomas x, Grasso, Canal Society of Ne\y York, . · 

Rochester . . .. 
D,uncaq Hay, Museum Servic.es Center, National · 
. . Park Service, Boston, MA . . · · . 
Emor~ L. Kemp, Institute for the History of 

. Te~hnology and Industrial Archaeology, 
University of West Virginia,· Morgantown, WV, 

-__ . .. ' ·_ '' . . •\ 

Persijs Kolberg, Erie Canal Museum/Urban 
Cultural Pat;k, Syracuse· 

·.Daniel Larkin,.St~te UniversityofNewYork. 
(SUNY) at Oneonta 

Philip Lord, New, York State Museum; Albany· 
Patrick Malone, Brown University, Providence, Rl · 
\ - ~ - ·. - . . _-

Lance Metz, H(\gh Moore'Canal Historical Park 
and Museum, Easton, PA · 

Michael Raber, Raber Associate~, South 
Glastonbury, CT 

Martin Reuss, US Army Corps of Engineers, 
Alexandria, VA 

Ronald E. Shaw, Miami University, Oxford, OH 

Moderator 
Larry Lowenthal, National Park Servlce, Bo;ton, 

.MA 

Observers 

··/ 

New York State Canal Recreation~ay Commissio~ 
Michaet Bopp, Government Relations,. NYS Canal 

. . Corporation 
' ' - ,• . . - ' . - - . - . 

Daye Cox, Director, Office of Canals, NYS Canal 
. Corporation . . . 
John DiMura, Project Mari~ger, NYS Canal . 

Rect:eationway Commission 

Ann Luby, Fo;mer Director, NYS Canal 
. Recreationway Commission ·. . . . 

. Larry O'Connor, Departme!)t of Canals, NYS 
Canal Corporation . 

.· NYS/U.rban Cultural Park Program/ Heritage Areas .. 

System. 
F~an Caraccilo, Director, Urban Cultural Park, 

Seneca Falls 
Linda DeFrancisco, Director, Urban Cultural Park, . 

.syracuse 
Karen En~elke, Project Coordinator; Mohawk 

Valley Heritage Corridor, Albany 
(-. 

. Bruce Ft.dlem,Direc.to; of Heritage Areas .Program, · 

Albany . 
Paul Heckman, Liaison, M~hawk Valley Heritage 

cm:ridor, Albany .. 

·Marcia Osterhout. Kees, HistoriC Preservation 
Program Analyst; Alba!)y · 

Linda Tremblay, Director, RiverS park, Cohoes 
' 

.. NYS Office ofParks. Recreation and Historic 
Preservation. ·. 

MarkPei:kham, Historic Preservat\on Program 
An~lyst, Field Sefvicys Bureau, Waterford 

National Park Service 

. , Joanne Hanley; Superintendent,Women's Rights ·. ' . . 
NBP 

Ellen Levin Carlson, Comm:unityPlanner/Project 
Manager 

.. Douglas Und~ay, Superintendent; Si!'ratoga NHP 
Lisa Skorupka,Writer/Editor . 

· Sandra Schultz, DeputySuperintendent, Upper 
Delaware Scenic and Recreati~nal River 

· Marjotie Smith; Landscape Architect/ParkPI~hner 
: Paul Weinbaum, Historian, NewEngland Office 
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/- .. 
. -· s· 

SITES LlSTEDON THE. .. 
.NATIONAL~REGISTEtt~OF . . · 

... ~ISTC)R~~···PLi\UES .. (NllRP) 

-- :~ /'-

. · The following are.plac~slocated vlithinthe cotnmuc · 

. nities immediately surioundi~g the New York 
State. Canal System and abilndoned segments of . 

'the Old Erie that are listed i~ 'the N~tional 
. ·. - ' - ' - - ~- ,- '- --: ( ' -- ' ' . 

Register of Historic Places as ofJanuary 1998, 
They are listecl on acollnty by ~ciuntybasis. • 

· ·'Places that !):ave also b~en desigriat~d national;.: 
historic landmarks appear in bolcltype. Cal)~! 
resources sllch as. bridges; locks, and g;ttes that 
arelisted;ol). the NRHP appe;r in itd!ics .. . 
Archeological• sites are denoted llsing ari astedsk 
(~ . . . .. 

AlbanyCounty .· 

· Abriuns Building, Albany 

Albany Academy, Albany 
Albany City Hall, Albany 
Albanyln~dttite of History and Ar;t, Albany 
Albany Union Station, Albany 

• · · Arb~; Hill Historic District, A1bany . 
\ - . ' ' 

Benjamin Walworth Arnold House, Albany· 
' .- ·: - ' ' .. -· ·. -- - /' 

Broadway-:'clivi?-gston Ave. Hist.oric District, · 
. ·. Albany .· . .· ·. . · . · .·· 
Buildings at 744, 746,7481 750 Broadway, Alb~ny · 
Cathedral of All Saints, Albany · · 

Cathedral of Immaculate Conception, Albany 
C~nterSq./ Hudson ParkHistoricDistrict, Albany 

. . . - : -~ 
· ~CherryHill, Albany · . . . . .. 

Church. of. tlie Holy Innoi::el)ts, Albany·· 
Clinton Avenue Histo~ic District, Albany 

• Coeymans School, Coeymans · 
. -Ariaanje Coeymans Ho).!Se,Coeymads · 

Delaware & Hudson Railro~d Co. Bldg, Albimy 
Downtown Albany Historic District, Al~any · 
DowntoV:n Cohoes Historic District; Coho~s . 
Fi;st Reformed Ch~rch, Al])any · · . 

·' 

First TmstCompany Bldg., Albany ' . 
Fort. Orange .~rcheoiogiCal Site, Albany * •• 

· Godfrey Far~hous~, Cohoes . 
.··. ·.· Jatiies Hall Offi~e; Albany • . · · · 

· Harman u.s Bleecker Library, Albany' . ·• · --- -- ::. : :·. - _-. . ._ -- - ' \ 

. Harmony Mill Historic District, CohGes' 
Harmony.M.ill N_b. 3, Cob,oes •. 
(~fayette Park Historic Distric(.AJbany 

. Lock 18 o(Enlarged Erie Caifal, Cohoes . 
· Mahsion Histori( District, Alba'ny . 

. ·,\''' . ,_ - •' ' 
MusiC H~ll, Cohoes·· 

'". '• 

· New- Sco~land Avenue (rroop B) Aimory, Albany' .. · 
. . - ' : -. -.- --- ':· . -_ . \. - . 

. ·!'Jew york Exe,ubve Mansion, Albany· 
N~w York State Capitol, Albany . . . 

. New York State cb'irt of AppealS ~uilding:.Albany .· 

·• New YorkS tate Dept. of Education Building, Albany' 
· Nut Grove, Albany' .. · 

Old Post Offlce,.Albany ·· 
. Olmst~ad Street .H:istoric DistriCt, Cohoes 

· · ··Palace-Theatre, Alllany 
·Pastures. Historic District, Albany 
Quackenbush Bouse, Albany ... 
Quackenbush Pumping Station, Albany . 
Re~sselaerand Saratog~ Railro~d: Green Island 

Shops, Green Island • 
Philip Schuyler Mansion, Albany ' 

· .· • Silli!J1an ·Memorial P~e~byt~rian Chur~h,Cohoes 
Sou'th End.- GrO~sbeckvilli:Historic Dlst?ict, 

. Albany 
· St. Mark'~ Episcopal Chl!rch, .Green Island 
St. Mary'sCh'urch, Alb;ny ·. · 

St, P'eter'~ Quirch, Albany 
· . Ten Broe.cl< Mansion, Albany· 
.: TobiasTeh EyckHoute and C~metef!es,C~eytnans. 

UriitedTraction Company Bldg., Albany 
· \lari SchaickHou~e, Cohoes, · 



·--· 

'·--,; _· . '. . I 

I . 
·, 
I;' 

' . 
'\ : -: ,, ----- .. ·. ..,_, ~-' . 

Wa~hil)gton Avenue {Tenth Battalion) Arinozy, 

Albany· 

. Washington Park HistoriC District, Albany(' 
Watervliet Arsenal, Watervliet · ·.. . .... 

- ·- ' . -. ' ··. . ' ': -- - '. . .-- . . - J, 

, Waterv/ietSide Cut Loi:ks; Watervliet . · . -' < • 
-'_ ' ' ' . -_ '' '' -- _) '' ' ,' - - ' - ''' ._.- ' - ... 

. Whippk Cast' and Wrought Iron Bowstring Truss 

· ..... · Bldg., Albany .. .· •. . .· , .....• 

· . pdaV<,rare ParkcF~o'nt Park System, Buffalo 
William Dorsheirrier House, Buf£.3.16 ·.· · · 

'. - - -. _. ~ ,' : . -' ",. ' ·_' ....._ - ' - -.. 
Durham }v1emorial :AME Zion ChJlrch, Buffalo ' 

··•···· · .inwA!fu M:: cc5T:\:EI<c(fireboat), Buffalo · 
. Fore;t Lawn Cemetety, Bqffalo. c., . . . 
- - - -- ') ' . "'"' ·. -_ ·.· . - · .. ·:· ' "· -" . 

·. Fosd\~1s-l\11asteilparkHigli.School; Buffalo 
.· Ja'ines & F.ahny Ho;_, House, Buffalo · 

\ .'· 

·' · : Ydung<Meh's Chrl~tiiutAssocBldg., Alban'( 
: ;;_·. 

1 
••• . · Edwin.M & Emily S.johmtoriHouse, Buffaio · · · 

' · ·· · CoL Wifiiam Kelly Hoiise, Buff~lo · · . . · 

) : 

·· Cayuga .County · 

AtuoraSteam Grist Mill, Aurora? / :· , ·.·. 

Aurora V~llage - W~lls College His~oric Distric~, 
·· Aurora · · 

.Case MemorialC....:Sejnriour Libtary; Aub~rn •. · 
· dyuga CountyCduh:hou~eand Qerk;soffi2e, 

Auburn· · ' ··• · 
._ . . ' _· :· ' -' ) - -' ' ' ' . 

HarrietTubm;tn Ho!"e for the Aged, Au~urn 
.·.·$arid B.each Church, At! burn · ·· · 

William.H. S~'\Vard House,Auburll. 
.. s;}uth. StreetAre~HistoricDistrict,, Auburn 

· US Post Office, Fbriner,aridFederal Courthouse, 
. ·v . ·'\ ·. - . • ,• -· :· ' . 

Auburn.·.· 

Willard Memorial Chapel- Welch Memorial 

Building, Auburn . . . .. 

.. . Dr. Sylvester Wi!la~d Mansioh,Auburn . 
\ . ' 

,---;-; :· ._ ·, -· . - . ; 

. · Erie Goun ty · · . 

•· .AJbrighJ-i<nox ArtGallerY, Buffalo 
Allento\vn Historic; District, Buff~lo • . .... 

• ... · Berkel~y Apanme!l~.s, Bqffalo '<' .. · · . ·. ·· .·• 
· • Blesse? Trinity Roman CathdlicLhurcl1, ~uffalo 
· Buffalo &Etie CountyHistoricai.Society, · 

Buffalo 
~ • ' .C• - ' ' ': .• _ \' • -~ ',--- - ~ '' > ' 

·Buffalo GasLight Co: Works, Buffalo>,· \ 
-~···. '' .. - . 

· Buffalo North I\'reakwaterSo\lth End Light, Buffalo 

·Buffalo State Asylum f~r the In~ane, Buff~l.o 
Buffalo State Hospital, Ifuffalo ~ ' ' . · ... · 

. C\zepovLiPark~So~thPark,System, Buffalo 'C·. 

• .. Connecticut Street A{m~iy, BuJf~lo, · · · 

• County ancl.City.Hall, Buffalo 
'bela ware A~enue Histciric.I)ist~ict, Buffalo - . . . - -.- '_ - ' ' .. 

Martin iutiierKing]r.Park, BuffalO 

· KI~inlian~ Music Hall, Buf£alo 
· Lafayette HighSchool, Buffalo 

M~c~donia.Baptist Chqrth; Buff~lo 
· D.D/Maftin House, B.uffalo .· 

I.':" 

Darwin D.M.ir(in.House, Bitffalo 
M'asten NeighborhoodRows'TR, Buffalo· 
N~w .York C'eb.tral Terminal, Buffalo 

• >P~rk~ide EastHi;to;ic District, Buffalci 
-;_· .:. · .. -. I ... · :· ·-. ·. ·· ... :·'-- ·, 

.. · Parkside West. Historic District, Buffalo · 

Pierce .Arr.o~ Factoty complek, BuffAlo, . 
·. Prudenti,;lB\lilding, Buffalo . . 

_Riverside Pa:rk, Buffalo I r I . •.•·· •·••· . . . . . ·.· • · .. 

· TI1eodo~e Roosevelt Inaugural National Historic 
. Site; BuffalO ' . . 

Shea's Buffalo Thea:ter/'Buffah . ·, · 
· •• ·. . - .-' . · •.. , ., ;- ·• : . - '· :. J-~- -. 

South Buffalo North Side Light/Buffalo. 
· · St:'.And;~w:s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Buffalo 

St. Pa,ul's Caflt~drai; Buff~lo . . . . .·. "" 
St: Pat!l;s. EpiscC)pafCathe<;lral, Buffalo . 

· 'yonawa!lcla kmory,Tonawanda 
u:s. Post Offi~e, Buffi!lo · . , 

. ' -.' _· ' . ' ' . _ _. .. '. ·.' \. 

· U.$. P,ostOffice, Tonawanda < 
.:· : ·, . : I " . . . . - , -·. -- ~ - - -, - , 

. USS . .THE ,')ULLIVANS (destroyer), Buffalo· 
. . We~tVillag~ HistoricDistrict, Btiffalo . . 

. •·· YGulig Mefi's (:hristian h.ssociation, B~ffalo 
' 

) Herkimer 

~o~tHerki;uei Church, Easif!erkimer . 
· .. Herkimet:CbtintyCo~~thouse, Herkimer . 

. Herkime~ eount)"Histdrical Soci~ty, :i-r~rkimer 
- ' - -" - -'. ~ : . _. ·_ '' :_ . - . - \ 

.J:le(kimer Co.untyJail, Herkimer. ·" · 
c· . - . 

'.-· .-' -~- ) ... 
. .i •· . ' ; 
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Herkime!Count)'Trust Company Bldg., Little Falls· 

Herkimer House, Danube 

Indian C:l.st!e Church, IndianCistle 

Mohawk Upper Castle Hist~ritDistrict, 
Danube*. 

The Reformed Church, He~kimer 
Remington Stables, Ilion . 

· Thomas Richardson House, Ilion 

U.S. Post Office, Frankfort 

U.S. Post Office, Herkirr:er 

U.S. Post Office, Ilion 
U.S. Post Office, Little Falls 

Madison County 

. Candl Town Museum, Canastota . 
Canastota Methodist Cht!rch,, Cagastota 

Canasto.ta Public Library, Canastota 
Chittincmgo Landing Dry Do,k ·CompleX:· Sullivan 
House at 107 Stroud Street; Canastota 
House at 115 South Main Street, Canastota 

House at 205 NQrth Maih Street, Canastota 

House at 233 James .Street, Canastota 
House at313 North Main Str~et, Canastota 

House" at 326 North Peterboro Street, Canastota 
House at 328 North Peterboro Street, Canastota 

Peterboro ~treet I;lementary School,. Canastota 
· judge Nathan S. Roberts House, Canastota 

South Peterboro Street Commercial Historic 
·District, Canastota 

South Peterboro Street Residential Historic District, 
. . . 

. Canastota 
St. P?ul's Church, Chittenango 
United Church of Canastota, Canastota 

U.S. Post Office, Canastota 

Monroe County 

·Adams-Ryan House, Adams Basin 

Ands~ws Street Bridge, Rochester 
Susan B. Anthony House, R,;chester 
.Aquinas Institute, RothesteJ: 
Bevier Me;norial Building, Roch~ster 

Antoinette Louisa Brown Blackwell; Chil?hood 

Home; Henrietta 
Brown's Race Historic District, Rochester~ 

' > - ' '--- ' ' ~ -

Bldg. at 551,555 No. Goodman St., Rochester 

Campbeii'Whittlesey House, .Rochester 
. jon~than Child House & Brewster-Burke House 

Historic District,. Rochester. 

City HaiL Historic District, Ro.ch~ester 
Court Exchange Bldg. -NationalCasket Co., 

. Rochester 

Willia;n Covert Cobble~tone Earmhou"se, Greece 

Daisy Flour Mill, Inc.,.Rochester .. 

· HenryDeLand House, Fairport . \ 
East Avenue Historic District, Rochester 

East High School, Rochester 
·Eastman Dental Dispensary; Rochester 

George Eastman House, Rochester 
Hervey Ely House, Rochester 
Erie Canal: Second Genesee Aquedua, Ro,hester 
Federal Building, Rochester · 

First Presbyterian Church, Rochester 

First Universalist Church, Rocheste! 

Genes<;e Lighthouse, Ro~hester 
German United Evangelical Chyrch Complex, 

Rochester 

David. Hagaman House, Rochester 
Hildreth-Lord-Hawley Farm, Pittsford 

FranklinHincheyHouse, Gates 

House at 235~23.7 Reynolds St., Rochester 
Immaculate Conception Roman Catholic Church 

Complex, Rochester 
.Inner loop MRA, Rochester 

Leopold Street Shule, Rochester 

Adolph Lomb House; Pittsford 

.. Madison Sq.--,-West Main Street Historic District, 
Rochester 

Morgan - Manning House, Brockport 
Mt. Hope -'- Highland Historic District, Rochester 

Nazareth House, Rochester 
O'Kane Market and O'.Kane BI9g., Rochester 

Old Stone Warehouse, Rochester 



·our Mother of SorfQWs RomanCatholic Church 

Compkx, Greece 
Phoenix Buildihg, Pittsford 
Pittsford Village Historic District, Pittsford 

·. Powers B ul!Cling, Rochester 

:Richardson's Tavern, Perinton· 
·Rochester City School # 24, Rochester 

Rochester Fire Dept. H~adquarters, Rochester 
Rochester Savjngs Bank, Rochester 

.Saint.Berhard' s Seminary, Roches~er 
Shingleside;.Rochester . 
Sol<:lier's Memorial Tower, Brockport· 

Spring House, Pittsford 
St. Joseph Roman Catholic Church & Rectory, 

. . . .· '- /• . 
Rochester- . . 

/. ' . -. . ' 

St. Luke'sEpiscop!ll Church, Brockport 

· Stone-:-Tolan House> Brighton 
Third 'ilf;u:d Historic District, Rochester 

Tinker Cobblestone Farmstead, Henrietta 

U.S. Post Office, East Rochester 

Vanderbeck House,.Rochester. 
Timothy WallaceHouse, Ro.chester · 

Wilbur House, F~irport 
· Th,omas Youngs House, Pittsford 

· Montgomery 

Amsterdam ( 46~h Separate Company) Armory, · 

Amsterdam 
.• Bates/Englehardt Mansion; St. Johnsville.· 

WalterButlerHomestead, Fonda 
Caughnawaga .Indian Village Site, Fonda ' 
Ehle House ,Site, Nelliston * . 
[irie Canal, Fort.Hunier~ · 

I:oh Johnson, Fort. Johllson. . . 
Fort Klock, St. Johnsville 
Fort Plairi Conservation Area: ForfPlain * 
' ., --- . - ' . 
Greene Mimsion, Amsterdam 
Guy Park, Amsterdam· · . 

Guy Park Avemie School, Amsterdam 
Samuel and Johanna Jones Farm, Amsterdam . 
NellisTaverh, St. Joh!lsville . . 
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·. Nelliston MRA, Nelliston 

Palatine Bridge Freight House, Palatine Briclge 
Palatine Church, Palatine 
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. Refor~edDutch Church of Stone Arabia, Nelliston 

lUi:e'sWoods,Canajohaiie * 
Stone. (;rist Mill Compkx, St .. Johnsville 
·Samuel Sweet Canal Store, Amsierdaln · 
Temple of Israel,.Amsterdam 

. U.S. Postbffice, Amsterdam 

U.S. PostOffice, Canajohark 
U.S. PostOffice, Fort Plain 

u.s. Post.Office, St. Johnsville 

Van Alsty!l~ House, Canajoh~rie . 
·.·Vrooman. Avenue School, Amsterdam 

. Webster Wagner Ho;,se, Palatine· Bridge 

Niagara County 

Col. William M. Bond and Nancy Ralston House, 

LoC:kJ?ort 
. Carnegie Library,North Tonawanda 

Allan Herschel! Carous,e!Factory, North Tonawanda, 
Lockport Industrial District, Lockport 

Lowert6n Histi:>rkDistrict, Lockport 
·. Benjamin <:: .. Moore Mill, Lockport . 

Niagara Cou~ty Courthou~e and County Clerk's · 
Office, Lockport 

Riviera Theatre, North Tonawanda 
. Unibn Statio!l, Lockport 

· U.$. Post Office, Lockport 

U.S. Post Office, Middleport 

U.S. Post Office,NorthTqnawanda 

· Oneida County 

Arsenal House, Rome 
·Byington Mill, U tii:a · · 

R()scoe ci:.nklirig House, Utica 
Doyle Hardware BJilding, Utica . 
First Baptist ChJr~h of Deerfield, Utica 
First Congregational Free Church, Oriskany Falls 
First Presbyt~rian Church, Utica . .. 

FortStanwix National M9nument, Rome 
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Fount~in'Einis, Utica 

Gans~yoqrt:,_Bellamyl:\lstoricDistrlct, JRome • •. ·. 

Grace Church, Utica . 
< Hurd StHtz~e(ald Building, Utica 

JetvisPublic Library,· Rome 
,. E. •' • ' • 

· Lower Genesee' Street Historic Distdct, Utica. 

. . Middle MiiiHistoric District, New York Mills 
/ • • . . • ' • ,• •, '>...·. . . . ' • 

.Mills House, Rome· 

Neck Canal of 1730, Mincy 
New,C~ntuiyCiub, Utica .·•. 
Oriskahy~Battlefield, Rortte · 

·. R.utger--c.:.Steubeh Paik Hi~toric District, .Utica 
St. Joseph;s Church, Utic~ . . .. 

Stanley Theater, Utica > 

Union Stahon, Utica . . . , ·· 
UticaArm.o;y, East Utica ·. · ..... 

Utica Daily Pr~ss Builclini,"utica • · 

·Utica Public Library, Utica 

· .. Utica State Hospitai,Utici' 
Gen. JohhG. Weaver House,: Utica ··· 

Whitestqwn Toi(ri Haii,Whitesboro 
Zion Church, Rome. 

· . Onondaga County . · · 

Alvord l'\bu~e, Syrawse' · ··· 

Amos Block, Syracuse · . ·· . 
: . ·. '' . . '.. . \ . . ' . -

Architecture of Ward Wellingto!) Ward inSyracuse · · 

· :, .M~S, Syracuse . . . . . . . . 
. Armory Scjuar~Historic DlstJ;ict, Syracuse 

· · .• Baldwins~ille Villa~e Hall, Baldvvinsville ·. 

. Alexander Brown House; Syracuse 
Central NY Telephone &Telegraph Bldg., Syracuse · 

. Central Technica!HighScnool; Syrae1.i~e 
Churcho"ftheGood•Sh~pherdi Onondaga 

· Reservation , · . • . · • .· 

Cmuse College,Sy(acuse Vn\v., Syracuse . 
Elbridge Hydraulic Ir:dustry Archeological District,\ 

Elbridge' 

. Cere Ba11k Bldg.;Syracuse ·. . 
William}. Gillett House, Syracuse 

Grace Episcopal Church, Syracu~e • 

•'-.__ '; 

•. ·:· 
·, ,./ 

-. . -

'. . . . ' '• : . . ·_ . 

.· John GrldleyHouse, Syract.1se . . ('". 

Hall of Languages, Syracuse Univ., Syracuse 
Hanover Square Historic: Districf;.Syracuse · · . . 
Hawiey-Gteen StreetfHstoric District, Syr~cuse 

. - . '' '. '..-.- •,- .(' . '- . -. •, ' .. . ,. ; 

··Jordan Village HistoricDfstrict, J orpM · 
Polaski Kirig Housej Sy~acus~, * 
toew' s ~State Theater, Syracuse. · 

--· ,-' 

· 0-ariliusVillageHistoric Dtstiict, .Ma:~li!ls .· 
• • Montgomery Street/Columbus Circle Historic·· 

Diitrict, Syracuse 

My,enae Schoolhouse; Ma.nli11s . 

. Nort~, Salina Str)et Historic Disfrii:t; Syracuse . 
·Onondaga County Savirigs Bank Bldg., Syracuse· · · 

' _. (" ·•. - -· •• - ., • ,' ! -· . ' 

; Onondaga CgurHy WarMet:norial,Syracuse . 
Oswego'bneida StreetsHistoricDietrict, .· 
· · Baldwinsville · · · · 

Pi Chapter!iouse ofPsi Upsilon Fraternity, Syracuse' 
. Plymouth Congregational Church; Syrac;use 

Robinsori.Site, Cicero/Brewerton ' 

South_ Salina· St~e~t Historic District,. Syracuse' 

St. Paul's Cathedral; Syracuse • 
G!.!stav Stickley House,· Syracuse · 

Syracuse CityH_all,Syraeuse 
Syr~cuse Savings Bank, Syracuse 

Syracuse U!J.iversity- ComstockJract Bldg~., 
Syracuse· ; · . • · .. ·.·· · . · 

Thi~dN~tional Bank, Syracuse 

Tfiornden Park, Syracuse 
WalriutPiuk Historic District, Syr~cuse · · 

/W'eighlock Building, Sy_r4cus~ ... · . . 

· Whig Hill and Bependenc\~s;Plainville 
White Memorial Building; Syracuse. · ..• ~ 
Hamilton White Bouse, Syracuse. , 

Ontario County 
Ashcroft, Geneva · 

. ·. · BelhurstCastle, Geneva 

Genev.a Armory, Geneva 
Gene~ a Hall and Trinity Hal( Hoqart & William 

. Smith College, Geneva . .. . . . 

Nester House, Geneva 
0; 

·-'-: 

• !. 



Parrott Hall; Geneva 
Squth Main Str~etHistoticDistrict, Geneva 

;- ' -- • ' ·'· .' ·: - -·-'- ·- ~ ' ! • 

'• ., U.S. Post Office; Geneva _,,..' ' -.- '' . ' 

Orleans County . .· . 
. William VJ:\L Bari6v.rHciuse, i'Jbion 
Mairi StreerHistori~ Disthct,}v1edina ·• · . 

':/yi~in·Streetl!istoric Disttid :..__Boundary Increase, 

Me<lina 
,c 

•. MedinaArrrtory, Medioa .· .. . , . . . . < 
·. . Mt Albion Cemetery, Albion .·... · .. ·.··· .. · · .··· .. , 

· . ·. Notth Main-"-:- Bank Str~ets Histbric' .Mtrict, · .· . -· ' - '' ~-- - -- . 

'.;: 

Albion •. c 

• Orleans County Courth6use.HistoricDbthct,. 
· Albion· 

U.S. Post Office, Albioo 
!.J.S. Post Office, Meclin~~ · 

' - ·., ·.: ·,_- - ,' . 
• OsWego Count;t •·· 
FC?h)reVlertcin, Brewerton' 
Fort bnt?rio,Osvyego . 

. ' -; 

· Frqnklio Sql!ar~ Historic District, i;:lswego · 

• Huntei.,---Olipharit Block, Oswego · · 

. Kin~ford Ho"use, Oswego . 

. Market House; os;,ego .... · . . .... 
~ASH (Harbot Tug), Os'v.rf'go 
Oswego Armory, Oswegci· .. · 

· Oswego City l:J:all; Oswego 
. . Oswego Ci):yLibrary, Oswego · 

Oswego Th~~ ti:r; O;'vyego 

.. !'onti<lC Hotel, Oswego 

.. Richardson--Bates }J:o\lse;. Qsvyego .· 
· iuv~rslde CeU,erefy, 6s\Veg6 . 

SheldOJ>Hall,Qswego .· · 

GeorgeB. Sloan Estate, Oswego . 
.• St. Jarries' Church,.Oswegp .•. · · .· 

. St. Jbhn's Episcopal Churcli,Phoenix 
· S\)lleet Memorial Building, Phoentx · 

'p.s. Custom House;Oswego · 

. US Post Qffice, Fulton . . ·. .• " . . . - '-' . . --·- - ' . . ; . ·" - ·- . 
D;wid V<jn,Buren House, Ful!on . · 

- /"' .. 

···-"-· 

.. 
• 

. ~ ... 

' . ; . 

·_. ,_'/ 

) ';~-
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_,_.. --~' .-_ - -· .. : '' ' - --~ - \ 
. ·JohriV3n.BurenTavern, Fulton,· . , , 

. YolkertVanBuren Hottse, F~lton . . . 

· ·• Walton and Willett Stone Stn,t~, Oswego·. 
Woodruff .Block., Oswego . 

. . - ' ... ,' ', . -

· . R~nsselaer Cotmty •.. ·.·· \ . 

:Aiken House, Rensselaer · 

. -. . . -.- ~ 

-- < : - ' 
/._ 

·.· B~verv\lyck.Manor, Rensselaer •· 
'!i. -.·. ,',.' ' . - ·-··- . 

· .. ·. Burden Iron Works Site, Troy ' · , • 
·. · .. .B1!rclen'lton Wo~ksOffti:e Bldg:, Jroy/ 

EsekBussey F(rehouse, Troy : 

Cannori BUilding; Troy • •' 
<:;:entraiTroy Historit District, }i:"oy • 

. Church 6£ the.H6Iy Cros~ Jroy .· . 

' ' \-

. Defreest Hmnestead, Troy* • · . ·. · •·. · .. ·· . 
Fifth Avenue,-- Fulto!l St. Historic District, Troy .··· 

' · · F..irt' 6a:il(), Reriss~laer: 
· Glenwood, Troy 

Grand Street His~oric District; Jroy ·· . 
Hari::Ciuett Marision, Troy· · · 

Ilium Buildi!lg, Tr()y . 

Henry Koon H:oilse, Troy .. 
Lansi!lgbl.lrghAc;demy, Ti~y ... 
McCatthyBuilding, Troy• 

Hermari Melville Ho4se,Troy · 

Nation3l•StatfBapk,Bicig., Troy... . ... , 
Northern River Street Historic'District{Troy. 

Oakwood Cemetery, Tro:y . 
'• Qld Troy H~spital, Troy . 

• · ·, Patroon Agent's Ho'!seand Office; Rensselaer .· 

· PoesteoKillGotgeHistoric District, Troy .·• 
Po'!"ersHome, Troy· . 

· Proctor's Theater, Troy . 

Public $cho~I No: JO, Troy . ; 

. FJyerS tiee\: Historic. District, Troy 
·· Second Stteet Historic;'I;Jistrici,Troy .· 

··.St. paul's EpiscopaL Chur~h, Troy . 

•. Trinity Church ~a!lsingburgh, Troy 
. Tr()y GasLight Co!ll.pany, Ttqy ·· 

. TroyPlib!ic li,bb.ry,. Troy. . · , . ·.. . . . , 
·Troy. Sayings Bank and M,usicJ>!all, Troy .· ... 

'' > 

. ~-( 

-~---

,-._---

. . ·: ~-: 
-_;_> 
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U.S.Post Office; Troy 
/ . 

W. & L.E. Gurley llldg., Troy . 
Washington Park Historic District,. Troy 

' Emm~ Willard Sch~ol, Troy 

· Winslow Chemical Laboratory, Troy 
- ., ' . . . 

Saratoga County 
CATAWISSA (tugboqt}, Waterford 
Champlain Canal ~ 

· Col: Elmer E. Ellsworth Monument & Grave, 
/ . . 

Mechanicville 
Northside Historic District, Waterford.·· 

Ormsby-Laughlin Textile Companies Mill, 
·Waterford 

Parks-Bentley House, Glens Falls 

Peebles Island, Waterford ' 
Saratoga National Historical Park 

· Old Saratoga Reformed Church, Schuylerville 

Vischer Ferry HistpricDistrict, C/iftonPark . 
Waterford Village Histciri~ District, Waterford. 

Schenectady Courity 

H.S.·Barney Bldg., Schenectady . . . 
Central Fire Station, Schenectady 

·. Dellemont-Wernple Farm, Schenectady 

Fos.ter Bldg., ~chenectady 
Franklin School, Schenectady 
General Electric Realty Plot, Schenectady 

· Gene_ral Electric Research Laboratory, 
Schenectady 

Hotel Van Curler, Schenectady 

Irving Langmuir House, Schenectady 
Mabee House, Rotterdam junction 
Niskay:una Reformed Church, Niskayuna 

Nott MemodalHall, Union College, · 
Schenectady 

F.F. Proctor Theater and Arcade, Schenechdy 

Schenectady Armory, Schenectady 
Schenectady City Hall and Post Office, Schenectady 

SeeleyFarmhouse, Schenectady 
Stockad~ Historic District,· Schenectady'. 

: ' . .\ . ' ' - . - . 

Union Street Historic District, Schehect~dy . 
· U.S. Post Office, Schenectady 
.·U.S. Post Office, ScotiaStati~n 

Schuyler County 
'· . - ·. . . •/ 

BrickTavernStand, Montour Falls 
Montour Falls Historic District, Montour Falls*. 

Schuyler County Courthouse Complex, Watkins 

Glen 
U.S. Post Office, Wat~ins Glen 

S~neca County . 
William H. Burton House, Waterloo, 

Cprist Evangelical and Reformed Church, Fayette 
Covert Historic District, Covert 
Fall Street.::... Trinity Lane Historic District, Seneca 

· Falls* . 

First Presbyterian Church, Waterloo 

Fourth Ward School, SenecaFalls 

Hunt House, Waterloo 
Lodi Methodist Church, Lodi 

· M'ClintockHouse, W~terloo 

Ro~e HilJ, Fayette 
St. Paul's Church, Waterloo 

Seneca County Courthouse Complex, Ovid 
·Seneca Falls Village Historic District, Seneca Falls 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton House, Seneca Falls 
U.S. Post Office, Seneca Falls 
U.S. ·Post Office, Waterloo 
Waterloo Library, Waterloo·. 

We:;layan Methodist Church, Seneca Falls 
Willard Asylum for the Chronic Insane, Willard 

Women's Rights NHP, Seneca Falls 

Tompkins County · · 

BoardmanHouse, Ithaca · 

. Hermon Carp.r. House, Trumansburg 
. CascadlllaSchool Boathouse, Ithaca 

Clinton Hall, Ithaca . 
Clinton House, Ithaca 

Cornel) Heights Historic District, Ithaca 
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DeWitt Park Historic Disfrict, Ithac.a 

Deke House; Ithaca 
East Hill HistoricDlstrict,'Ithaca _ _ _ 

_ Enfield Falls Mill and Miller's Hotise, Ithaca , 

, Halsey, Nicoll Hou~e and Halseyville ArcheoL' Site, 

_ . Halseyv)lle . _ _. . . __ 
·• Indian Fort Road Site, Jmmansburg ' -
Ithaca Pottery Site, Ithaca ' 

. lehighValleyRailroad Station, Ithaca 

Lleproc, Ithaca 
Morrill Hall, Cornell Uniy.,. Ithaca, - · 
New York State Co1lege of Agriculture TR, Ithaca 

· Second Tqmpkins Co_ CmJrthouse,Itliaca • 
St_James AME Zion Church, Ithaca 

~ 

State Theater, Ithaca 
Strand Theater, Ithac~ ·

US.Post Office, Ithaca 
Andrew Dickson WhiteHouse, Itha_ca 

· Warren County 

_ Thomas Burnham Ho~se, .Glens Falls 
W.T. Cowles House, Glens Falls·-
Cunningham House, GI<fns Falls ' 

· Glens Falls Feeder Canal 
. \ ., .- . '-._ ' ' 

·-, Glens Falls High School, Glens Falls 

Glens Falls MRA, Glens Falls 
· Hoope~ House, Glens ~ails 

Hyde House, GjensFalls 

- John E_ Parry House, Glens Fails _ 
Peyser and Morrison Shirt Co_ Bldg,, Glens Falls 

Ephraim B: Potter Hpuse, Glens Falls 
. . - \ -

Sherman House, Glens Falls 
, Three Squares Historic District, Glens hils·, 

Martin L.C: Wilmarth House; Glens Falls 
HelenWing House, Glens Falls 

·- Washington. County •. -

DeRidder Homestead, Schuylerville , 

· Fort Miller Reformed Cliurch, Fort Edward 
Hudson Falls-Bistoric District, ·Hudson Falls 

Main Street }Hstoiic District, Whitehall 
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0 ld Fort House, Fort Edward 

>Judge Joseph Potter House, Whit~hall 
Rogers Island, Fort Edward* -·-

if.s, Post Office, Hudson Falls 

US Post Office, Whitehall 
_Whitehall Armory, Whitehall -

Wayne County 

Ic& K Baker Cobblestone Farmstea,d, .Macedon 
Brqad St/Waterst: Historic District, lyons 
Charles Bullis House, Macedon · 

East Main SL Commercial Historic District; Palmyra 
Grace EfJisccip~I Church Complex, Lyons · 

HG_ Hotchkiss Ess!intial Oi!Co, Plant, Lyons 
Market'Street-Historic·District, Palmyra 

·Ezra· T. Phelps Farm Complex, .Marion 

-Smith- Ely Mansion, Clyde 
-U,S, Post Office, Clyde 

.-_--.. - ( 

US Post Office, Lyons 
U,S, Post Office, NEwark · 
' ;. c. ' ·, '"- . ·-_ ' > 

, _ Zion Episcopal Church, Palmyra -
~ . . ·- ' . ' .. . 

Yates County 

Thomas Bennett Curtis House, Starkey 
Uriah Hair House, Dundee , 

-Robert Ingersoll Birthplace, Dre~den 

. John Noyes House; Starkey - , 
_ D;_. H~nry Sp~nce Cq)lblest6ne Farmhous'e anc! Barn 

Complex, Starkei . _ 
Starkey United Methodist Church, Starkey 

Daniel Supplee Cobblestone•Farinhouse, Starkey 
. /' . _· .. _ _- . ' .. 
William.Swortz House, Starkey 
·Christopher Willis House, Dresd~n 

· Yo11ngC:..Leach Cobblestotte Fanrtb:ouse and Barh 
-' Complex, Touey . 
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!tf~Ji\Mls1Cd~~;~1J1rfs~n·.·. 
' ... LOCATED\ WITHIN THE . . 
.CANALWA"····./····.. .. . . .· . 

'Y ,--- , , ~ - . 
This list provides' asampling of recreational, his- .. 

· • . · tork, andtultural resources within the sana:Iway~ It 
· dqe~ not provide o. comprehensive invenfory of all 

I_ .'· (_- ., , "· • - -

i-esOUices~__ · -\' -

National Park Units·-
Sara:toga National Historical Park . 

·.Fort Stanwi~Natio~al Monument .· 

Women's Rights.Na'tionalHistorical Park-. .. · .. . 
Theod0re Roosev:e!tlnaug\lral National Historic Site 

. Hudson River ValleY National Heritage Corridor .•. 

N~tional Forests &Wilcllife).~efcige~ · 
. Fing~r Lakes Natipn:af Forest . . 
··Montezuma National Wilqlife Refuge · 

.· .• NYSHistoric Sites ilnd Heritage Areas · 
· ·Henry Hudson Planetarium at Al.bany Stat~. 

· H~ritage Area· 

Buffalo State Heritage Area.·· .... •. .. . . .. · -
·. Skenesbofough M\ls~uin at Whitehall State Heritage 

·.· · · . Area ' .... · .•.. ·.. ···. · · ... · •. · · ··.· ..... · 
. .· Hudso!lcMohaw~ RiverSpa:r!(>State Heritage Awi, ·· 

' "' - ' - - . ' -
'Tr6y/Col;10es ' · 

Schoharie Crossing State Histo\ic Site 
Herkimer Hoiue State Historic Site · 

. FortOntari~ StatyHistoriC Site 

Erie Caio.alMuseU!Jl at Syro.cuse State Herit"ge Area 
Oriskany Battlefield StateHistoric Site . 

Seneca' F"lbSt"te Heritage Area · 
.· .<::;e~ter at High'Falls at Rochest~; State Heritage 
·' Are:, . . . 

SchnectadyState Heritage Area·.·· 

. . W,ciha)'/k Valley Herit~ge C:6rrido~, Canajoh?ri~ 
(h:eadqllaiters) .· 
~> 

· .Nevv York Stite Parks 
Old Erie Canal-.. 
,Hamlin:Be~ch · '-

Ir~ndequoit Bay Marine 

Evango[a . 
. Cayuga Lak~ 

' ' - ~ -- - - - . 
>Dean's Cove ~oat Launch. · 

· · .· Loai Point .. · 

Sampson:· 

SenecaLake 
·.·Buttermilk Falls 

Taugha~nock Falls .· .· 

Allan' R Treman Marine 

Robert H.T~eman 
Watkins Cle~ 

• Battlelsland 

Selkirk Shores 

Clar{e,eservatior; 
Green Lakes 

Verona .Beach 

Grafton Lakes 
Moreau ..Lake 

. .)_ - - . 

. Peebles jsla?d , ' . . 
· John.BoydTh~cher 
Thompson's Lake 

· New. York State Wildlife Mapagein~nt ArE!l\IS 
(WMA's) 

Gakn ,_ - '" / 

. Cayuga Lake . 

ClayMarsh .. 



·, ) -. 

· . Howland Island . 

Thte~ Rive~s . . ' _;. 

J:h,ree Mile Bay 
Cicero. 
Ro~e~: . · . 

· Ori~kaoyFla t~. . •.... 
• Catherine Creek Marsh· · 

· Tillnian Road · · . ;• ·-., 
. '.' ' ! /\' -- . '. "-~ ' ' 

.. Canal-R'e!ated ~ttraction~ · " 

- .. <' 

) 

ErieCanaJ\(illage, •Rome .· 

Chittenarlg~ l;anding <::anal Boat MuseUJ;ri, 
. Chitte!l_ango · ' ' 

CanabTown Museu~rCariastota ·.· .. · .· ·. ·· : 
' ''\._- __ .. - _. ', '---. -.- ·_ -_ --· 

i . "Vischer FerryNaturtand Historic Preserve, Clift.ob: 
Park · · 

Sim;~. S to~e)~1useum, • Camiflus 

-- --- ~--,-~ 

C~ttage L1wn MGseum, Oneida.····· 

· Walter ElwooCLM\lseum, Ariisterdam 
· · c ·• · , Int~rd~tional Boxing·Ha!L ofFarrie, Canastota' 

. Kope~nik Membria)Polish cu'lttira)/.:eriter & 
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. ~· r.- -- -·-.- .- _-_:--.... .. · - . , 
Museum, Utica .. · ..•. 

-. --~ ,. --_ - -- ,·,.: ' ' ' -- ·-- ' ' . . . . . ,'' -'-. 

. · LittleFaUsHistorical Spd~tyMuseu,!fi, LifVeJalls .. ,, . · ··• •-:: .. 
· Munscirf-Williams-Proctor Institute, Utica : 

iemington Fir~~tms Mus~UJ;n, Llfon, ·•. ,; .. 
. .Rome Historical Soci~ty Museum, R6rile . . ... 

' , - ' "-' - ,•, ':I .. ·' / '. -' ·, I _:_ -- .·: _,, 

.Upst.ateNe'!"York Italian Cultural Cemeri\1: · 
· Museum Utica · · ·. . • . · · ·· · . · 

.. -. ' - ._'-.' ' ·- '' ' . ' ,, .. :· ' ", . -. 
C:~riaj6h'ilrje <;o(gein Wintetgreeri Pari<; Ca"hajoh~rie~ · .• 

· Utica Zoo; Vtici ·· · · · ·· ·• ··· 

S\lsa~ B. :Al)thoriy Bouse, Rochester· . · ·; 
· • ,HifFCumor~hVisitorC:enter, Palinyta ·· :· 

. Histo~ie City Hall, R~crksfer .. 
Mount Hope C~nietery, Ro;h~st~r" .· 

·Canal Cen~erat Old Erie Canal State Park,,Syracuse ·. 
•\ ._ ':·' '...__ .. •-. ' ,- /.'- ' -. . 

· · Rose.H!Il Mans10n; Geneva. 
Er)i: Can.al$even Mile Park;' Camillus . . 

·. Erie Canal M'useum, Sy,-acuse ~ . . 

. ·· Other ¢ultural ~t~ractio~s • 

. Fort Crailo,~Rensfe!aer_ .. . . 
FfisfGh\lrc~jri.~Albany,Alb~riy . 

·New York State Capitol, Alb~ny 
SclinectadyS tockade,· Schn\ctady 

S<:huyler. Mapsi0n,' All> any ·: 1 
. 

·Albany Institud ofHi~tory & Art,Alba!ly 
. Ney;Yorl}:StateM)Jseum, Albany , ... 

V{atervlietArsenal M~semn;Watervliet · 
·· Fort Ontarid, · O:sw~go. ·.· · •.. : •··· •• ·. · 

.. John Pratt Wells House, Fulton .·· .. · . 
RichardsoncB~t~s House. Mu~eum1 Osweg~ 

··.··He Lee White.Maril1e Mus~um, Oswego· 
. -. ·- - - > : .-.- -. ' 

.Energy Center; Oswego . .. 
F~ndaNatiorial,Kateri Tekakwitha Shrine;Jonda ·.· 
F9rtKlo~k, St. Johrls~ill~ • . ' .· · 
.. ' - . - ', / :: . . 
Fort PI.ain Museu·m, Fort Pl?in . . . 

'.· .. --....-. •' ,.- . 
Pal a tine Bridge/Stone Ar~ bia, · Palatiri<e. Briclge 
Capa,]oharie Lil:?r~ry ~rid; Art Callery/Cariaj0hafi~ ·.. . ~ . ' -, ' ., 

. C:hildren's Museum, Utica'· 

. ·Sainte Marie Among;the Iroquois; Syracuse 
Sevvard House; A~b~rri · ...•........ n . . ( ...• 

------< ' '-: . . - • ·_ _;' -,: 

·'Joseph .Sinit11 Home & Sacred Grove, Paln,i.yra 
Ston~,TolaliHouse, Rochester . · . . .. . 

• .· . Harriet T ub!ltan Ho!ll.e, Auburn 
• 'i\[llcox Octagon House, C~millus 
\yo6dsideMansion, R0che~tet ·.• · . 1 

'· AgiicultuialMrtselimEn:ler;oriJ?atk,·Aubutn 
f\llin~Coverlet Museum, l';lmyra · · · '- ~-
Charlotte~GeheseeLigllthouse; Rochester ...•. · . .. ·-: · 

'• ' \. ' - \..:. .-. ' - . ' ' .. _ ' '-- . ' . ' 
·George Ea~tinari·H()use, Jnternatioria!Musqim' of 

' ' . ' " - ' '·- . ' ' . \ . 
. Photography,R0ch,ster . . . 

· E~et;oP. tyl.useu!n of Arr;syraclJse. .. . 
··. HerbertE Johnson t-{liiseum ofArt, Ithaca .. 

HinckleyMusetiffi, Ith;ca. . .·. ... · · · · 

... . Rob~rtingersoll Mu$eum,·I>resden 
• Manlius Histoiicalt-{luseu!ll, sci.>ville .. 

MeinoriaiA,~t'.Gallery,.R~chester \. . . 
" ,_ . c_;\.- ::·_-. ·. , . - -- . . 

Memorial DayMu$.etim, Waterloo . . . . . 

Ne'k'York Museutn df Tr;nsportation, R6che~tef .·.· ·• 
·. · ·· Onol}d,;ga H)Storica!Association 10-useum, SyTacuse., •· 
.. Owasc0 Teyet~sta (Iroquois Museum); Auburn .· .•... · · · 

Protity-Chew M.useum1 Geneva · · · · 
f :. - '._ ' ·_ ·'-· /-, 
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Rochester Museum andScience Center, Rochester 

,Milton (Rubinstein Museum of Science & 
'Technology, Syracuse ~ 

Salt Museum, Syracuse 
Scythe Tree, Waterloo 

~ State of the Art Gallery,,Ithasa 
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Dire Wolf Natural H.istory Tours, .Ithaca 

Ell'IV~nger Garden, Rochester 
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Springdale Farm, Spencerport 
S trasenburgh Planetariuin,' Rochester 

Allentown Association, Buffalo 
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Buffalo and Erie, CountyBotanical Garden, Buffalo 

Tifft. Nature Preserve, Buffalo 



APPENDIX: G:. 
. c 

·New York State Canals Special Resource .Study 
· • Envir~nmental Assessment. 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 
In 1995 the New York State Canal 

Cmpora tion and. Canal. Reneationway Commissiim 
· rdeased a major revitalization plan for the NYS 

Cana!System.The plan o'utlined a progfamfor. 
. making the transition from a coll1!llercial to a recre

ational and scenic wat~rway and calledfoLtbe . 
development of several harbor ce11t¢rs accessible by 
both land and water, a ~analside uail along the. 
entire length of the canal, smalle; marine rdated ser
vice centers and other ','isitrr oriented am,enities. As 

· · part of that effort and in compliance with New York 

State.Environmental Quality Review Act (SEORk 
- the NYS Canal Corporation and Ca.nal 

Rec~e,ationway Commission had a Generic · . 
EnvLronmental Impact Statement p;epared by-the 
consulting firm of Cl~ugn, Harbor Associates. · . 

The GElS identifies a number of environ- · 
mental impacts associated ~ith the implementation 
of the plan as well as a number of mitigation mea- . 
sur~s. Because the RecreationwayPlan is strategic in 
nature and focuses on .the macro scale, thedrafters 
of ~he GElS note that future site speCific ac;ions. 
undertaken as part of the plan will require further 
en~ironmental r~view underSlOR. 

. According to the GElS pr~pared for the NYS 

Canal Corporation and R.ecrea):ionway Commission, 
the plan implementation will result iri:certain en vi-

. ronmental impacts that cimnot be avoided. Fm 
' - - .- -" . 

example, vacant land will be devdoped to pn;>Vide 
·enhanced recreational opportunities forthepublic. 

Grea:ter·pvblic use of Canal resources may lead to · 
rdated impacts such as littering, noise, increased 
vehicular traffic on roads and incre~sed boatirig traf
fic on Canal wa~erways. Expanded public use ()f the 

.CanalSystem may also ill1pactfish and wildlife 

\ 
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· ~esources.· In conclusion the GElS n~tes that such 
impacts arenot considered significant and the C~nal . 
Recreation way Pla!l. has been carefully designed to 
. \ - -_- - - ' - . 

minimize these impacts through sensitiv~·use of 
. natural respurces aJ1d implementation of othermiti-. 
gationmeasures. 

. Other impacts identified. in the GElS 
include: 
•:• ~n increase in the commercial a11d residential 

·development in designated areas adjacentto.the 

carial; 
. ·:· an impact on solid waste production; 

.•:• aniinpact on the use of energy and other natur~l 
. -- '' - " _. - \. 
resources consistent with the development and 
increased recreational usage ohhe Canal; and 
~:· an increase in the exp~nditure of financial, 
hu~an·, ene~gy- .and_ infrasti~cture resOurces_ consis-: 

tent with thedevdopinent of residential and com
mercial projects.~ 

·The GElS id~ntifies the following mitigation . 
· measures considered by the plan: ·. 

•!~ c~nservatioll ~qf open spac~;:Ii.i,Stozic fesource;-and 

ag~iculturallands, clusterdevelopment, erosion and 
~sediment control; . . 

·:~ pr~servation and .enhahcemeht of wetlands ahd 
aqu<tticfish and wildlife habitats, ;,here consistent 

- ' . - - ' 

. with canalnavigation and operations; . 
' ·:· water quality protectiop measures: 

•:• recommended.diteria for policy considerations 
co"ncerning use of canal 'owned lands; and . 
·:· adherence to existing solid waste mapagement . 

'11ws and conformance with local solid waste rrian

agen:ent plans. 

. The fi~algeneric enviro!lmentalimpact statement 
for the NewYcirk State Canal Recreation way Master 
Pla!i wa~ accepted bp. August 28, 1995. · · 
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. .. . A :,pecial reS?UrCf study is ]jSed by the N§s 
.to evaluate aresource for national significance and 

. to assess its saitabillty afldf~asibilityforinclusion 
·.· irito the Nationalpark syst~m. As part· of this spetial • 

resource study; the stui:!y tearri devdope(! arid is how·. 
... pre~erting a "range6~ possible management alternac ... ·. 

· · tives, but h~s not identified a"preferred alteril.a~ive. ··. 
·.Jhe management aiternativesreptesent pos;ib]e· 

· .. options forv~rying levelio£ federql designa)ion and ' 

involvement. • , . . ·. . .... · • ·. · • c · . · . 
. Upon completion of the NevyYork State 

C~na!s Speci~]Resol.lrce Studyall.d fina!NPS ··· 
. . approval ofits form.and cor tent,. this stt!dywill be ... 

. . . transmitted to Cor1gress. Ultimately, Congress will 
decieleoll.the appropriate cpqrseofattioil.. At tli:a:t• 
time, legislation may be introduced by Congre~s to •. , 
authorize a new.unit of th~ national park system .. 

. . • ·· Th~ National Park Service (NPS) haspfec 
pared fh!s Environrnenta!.Asse~sment (EA) · forthe 

. purpose of presenting a rahge 6fmanqgementalter~ 
. native~ to Congress and de§cribing the respective . , 

. environmental consequences 'of ~he federal actions . 
undertaken by/the N~tionalPark Service presented·· 
in this study. Jhese manage!I)eht.alternatives have 

. , · beendev~loped by t~e NPS pursuant to the New 
· York St~wCanals ?pedal Resowce Study. The role 

for thefedetalgovernrnent outlined ineach.alt~rna~ ., 

~ve'is prlm~rily programmatic _and is unlik~ly to call 
· \br significant development. Tl:w scope of this envi-

ronmentalassessment will \Je limited to the poten.-
/ - ' --· . ' . '-. . 
ti~l envirop[fiental impacts resulting froin specific 
proposals forNPS activity that are. above ani:! · 
beyopd any activity propos~d inthe NYS Canal·· 
RecreabonwayP!all. .. :. 

Purpos~ and Need for the St!'dy: 
. . .. The IJ1teriorAppropriation Act for Fiscal . 

· Year 1995, Public I,aw.l0_3:332, directed theNationai 
· Park Service (NPSj to prepare a stJeciaLresotitce · . 

study e~alua):ing the New YorkS tate Cana!Syste'm·· 
for designation'~s a D.q.tionaih;ritage area. Alt)lotigh 

. \. _/ -

. 'the state's entire congressional delegation suppOJt~d 
the ~tudy, Congressman James"IWalsh(R--Syrac~s~, 

. NY) and Senator Daniel I'at~ic;k Moynihari:JD-NY) 
were its primary advo~ates. . . . .• . · . · .. , 

· .. Tkpurpose of the NewYork,Stilte 'Canal · · 

System Special Resource St:udyis to evaluatethe 
. system fo~designation as a hatiohalher;itage area. lri 

. order to becori,;idered eligible for in~l~sion, a pro- .· 
' ·, ' . -\,-' ·-' :.-·.· - -< ' '·.· . .-· 

· , posed unitmust be ~valuated against federally. . • 
. . established~riteriafq( n~tional signlficanc~ as well'· • 

. ' ', . ·. ' . :-- - <" . ·, ,. -- --' .. _ ·_ - -/<. c ' .·' 

·· as the suitability and feasibility of ihduding it in the 
.. · pilrk system. I~ adclit.i6n, tlie .Park Servi~e has devel-

oped andpii!lrated man~gement alternatives that · . 
present a range of options for the protection and ··· 

.·interpretation of tbe NtwYork State Can~lSystem .. · 
Tne management a!t.ernatives includ<" such options' 

·. as ~he <bignation of E;ieCmaiway,an affiliated . 

: :.area or a National Heritage Corridor: . . . .. 
. .· ·Three compdf1~hts ~drr:pose the stu'dyarea. 
. First iS the N~w York State C~nal System; consisting · 
of the Erie Ca11al, three lateralcanals (C':hamplilin, . 

· Oswego, and CayugacSeneca), locks; gates;'dams, 
. . • .'· • ·~ I 

feeder cahals, and reservoirs. These resou.rces . 
. e~bracl' abotit36,660 acres and ~re primatily owned 
·and operated by the NewYork State Canal . 

. ·. Corporation. Next are sections of the alignment of · 
. the first :Erie Canal (referred to as the "oldEiie" ) 

·. that have b.een restored or simply have survived the 
. ' '• / 

. realignment and enlargement of the modern canal, 
· the construction of roads andhighways,.i:n;td other 

public and priv.ate works, Arthoughthe NewYork 
. Sn1te Can?! Corporation o:wns some of the lands 
along the old alignment, itleases much ofthat]and 

·. to private entities. Otherlands along thE: old align-. 
ment are privately owned or are held by .the state · 
ar1dother public agencies. Finally, more.than200 . 
'muf1icipalities are adjacent to the_New Y;~k State . 
C~nal System and feature cultUral resou;ces and 
institutions that reflect the capals' influence: · 
. . Tbg NP~ concl~c):ed the study in close COO]J- •. · 

. eratkm with th~ New York State Canal Corporation 

. ' /. 
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'- c: and the New York Stat~ Canal R~creatioriway 
• , ' -,, -' ''- _I , ' •• •• ,_· • ·, /, •• _· - - • • 

· ·.Commission, a 24-member advisory body including · · 
representative~ofantiinber of~tate agencies, ~orri-•. 

· rnunitit~s, and interestgroqps:A proje~nnanag<cr ... 
from the Canal Corporation servedas a .tonsultimt · 
to thest!ldy team. · ,; · -

' ' . ' ' ;_ - ' ; ~._:. '· / '·: ', - .•' . ; -" 

2 .0 'DESCRIPTION O~.STI:.[BYARM -· 

-.Physica!Description: ·.· ... ·.,·- .. ·.··· • ·_· . ' 

·.·The study ~rea fflcuses on the f~ur na~igable' 
' ' - ' ' .- ' ' . ' : ., ' ·-' -- - -_-. j ._ " .- '. • 

·units ofthe New YorkState.Cmal System, the · - .. 
alignr:t)ent of th~l825 EiieCah~l,atid thecofi1muni.- . 

. ties ithr:t)edi~tely contiguous to these ~anal · ' .• . -_ .. 
res~u~ces. Stretchitig 34B!Uil~s fromL~keErie (by . 
wayohhe N,iagara River at Tonawanda) to the · 

·· Huds6n River:atWaterford, the Eri~Can~lfqymsthe. 
. · main ~runk line of the syste!ll. Three!atera'tcanal~ 

' -- ' '- -- . ' ' . - '\ . ' . ; ' ·- ' . . . 
• Oswego (24 miles); CayugaSenei:a (92 miles),~and 

Char;,_ plain ( 60 miles) Jirik the Erie Canalt~ L~ke' 
Ontario; the Finger Lakes, and L~keCI1arnplain _ . 
respectively: The New York State Canal 

· Corporation, a wholly owned s11bsidiaiy of. the New 
York State Thruyv:ay Authority, ow~s arid 6perates • 

<- -:all 524 miles of this syste.rn, as well a:s an extensive 
·, / ' . : ~---- ' ' •' . ·- ' ... \ . -. . 

· , system ofwaterVI(aysand reservdirs that support its 
operation. The·N'~w York State Canai 

Recreatio!lway Commission serveS the canal' 
· Co;poration iti im advisoty'~apacitY, •-··. . . . : ,,_ 

. · . . · Tly; cuge1,1i:canal systemis the latest !!lear' 
).1ation.ofan evolving \Vater tra:risportationnetw0rk 

. that.was continually adapted to innovations .in ..•... 

· transportation tech.n616gy·arid ~hanges inthe !'~or\.o- · 
~-- . - .. -.· '. . - . . ·. ~ -~- . 

·my. Much _evidence of the various stages of trans~ · 
· partition history has be~n preservedwithin th~ -__ > .. 
syster:t). While the e;<istmg bajge canar'se~rns to have 

. superseded its pred~cesso\-s COIT)pletely iJ:l mai).y ~-
•· ..• _.areds of the can'al system/ !Uar;y other~ai~as har~or • ·· 

< 'rerrinan'ts ofthe-oldetsystems. A rimnberof seg: 

, ll)ents of th~old Erie have ~eenrt~toryd and r~\i~- ._ 
tered and ar:e available fot prtblic use. Ar-such places 

'--, . ' ' -~ ·- ,.- . 
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),, 

,·· - < '"•: - ;_, :- .')'. . · ... '-:' - - ', - ~-< . 
• as Lockport, and Schoharie Crossing, ope may 
obs.erv'e the remain; oftbe 'oid alongside the n:ew: _at 

· ~ 3:5-IT)ile segment .of th~ canal id the village. of Fort. 
. . Hunter,· paw Erie Canai N Mipn~l. Historicl~n~maik •. ·.· 

.. and Schoharie Crossing State' Historic Site; the three · 
' '·-- - j -' ~, -._- .• _ ·• : _.- --.-; .- • ·' ·---· 

· majqr phases ofthe:frie Car:-al's devel6pp.1ent ar~ al\. 
· clE;arlyyislble in the present-.day iaridsc;ape;" accord:· 
. 'ing to the site:s NatiOJ,1al Register of Historic Places -·-

• • - • ' - ·; - '-. > • -'· 

riominahon. · . · ·- ; 

According to theNew.:York StateCanal '·' 
· RecreationwayPI~n, comny:rd~ltraf[ic.pe_~ked ori. 
· the'<;~nals m the1880$,.when6 5 millio1,1 tons. of . 
grain, pil, coal, apd other commodities were sbipp~d· 

.·on: tben;. e~ch year. ScJ{6~ars generally' believe that _ 
the railroad boom. i~ the l~te l800s,'th~ope~ingof . 

' .'<- ' - ,• ' . - .-- . 
.. the St. lawrence Sea wily iU:.the 1950s; the avf.ilabili- . 
'" .. / ,._ ', . ',. ·- .. / - ' . 
ty of truck transp!="+ oninterst~tbhighviqys after_-

. the Second WoddWar, <11ld tbe regular \vintertime' -
c!6sui~:of the canals brought-about the system's. -.-

, __ - - ' . . - . - \' , _ _._ ''' . 

de,Iine; in 1993;pnly 1~4tbol)S9llcf tons of freight 
V/e).-e shipped on ft. Stifl,~the s.tate welcornescOITl' 

m~r~ialhaffic and exp~(tS it r,o continue;. the re.cre-- . · 
ationwayplan c,alls for encouraging a modes\ level· 

'·of freighting ln order to retain a diversity of6se 01,1 .· . 
. _.,- ' - - .'' ., . . -· ' ' - , . . -- - I 

. the canals. . 

.. • ··. By coritrast, recreat!ohal lioattraffi~ on. the . 
. canals has, been6nthe increase, though ex:act figures . 

: are diffitlil~ to fincLThe ~urtehi: rnethod of deter-> 
-·-=·/:'----:.-:- (.':'· -_- --.- :-·- :·: ~'-- -_ /-
mining rec\eational use is. ~by cou1,1ting th:e ptimbei 

of!o'ckages, which mayiricl~de more than orie.boat, · . 
9nd does n0tcount th~ numberofboaters using th~ . 

··areas between locks and lakes, Thus curre~t figures·' 

· 126,051pleasurecraft lockilg~sinl995 ap:d 115,~97 
.lockagesin 1996 almost_ certainlyi.mderstate the._ 

·. nurfl.b~f of]:ecr~ational ;b6atei.s on the canak The· 
-· ·. n ti!Ubei~flod(ages record~d annually can fluctua re 

... , ,based o~ \veather 8.nd economic~oriditions.)n add~\ 
tion; tQ.e reintrodtjctiori of tolls at tbe lo,cks in 1994 

· IT)ay havehadariegativ'e. ef6:ct on the iotaliuirriber. · 
oflockages for that arid subsequent year?. · · . 

The presentcanal.system offers_ expansive 

' .. _\_-. 

- _j· 
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.·and div~rse rec~eatiimal opportw1iti~J;, both o:n its 

own waterways and through its links to other bod

jes of water such as Lakes Erie, Ontario, and 
Champlain, the Finger Lakes, and th~Hudson .River. 

Activities nmgefrom passive endeavors S\lCh as 
watching locks operate, a popular pastime since the 

beginning of canal operation; to more active pursuits 

such as boating and fishing. Trails paralle]much of 
the system, and plans call for creating a·complete ' · · 

trait system following bot~ the present-day caJJ.als 
·and long segments of former routes not riow part of 
the system.· · . 

. In addition to the recreational opportunities 

·they offer, the canals open access to expansive scenic 

vistas, important natural resources (inCluding at 
least one,National Wildlife Reserve), and irinumer-
. . . 
able cultural resources, The canal .system directly 
links four units ofthe national park system as well ·. 

as nine New York StateHeritage Areas::i.nd several · 

· state parks. The New York State Canal System also. 

provides access for through passage to other U.S. 
• and CaQadian wi'terways in the Great Lakes, St. 

Lawrence; and Mississippi systems. 
· With its existing and planned hiking and 

biking trail&, marked auto routes, and the water~ 

ways themselves, the canal system is a well-defined 

recreational corridor ·extending tl)e length ofthe 
state. Two state-designated bicycle routes traverse 
New York Bike Route 5, runningeast-west'parallel 
to the main stem of the canal system, and Bik~ ' . 

Route 9, which ruris north-south throughout the 
Hudson River Valley. These bike routesalsooffer · 

access to the canal system. 

Socioeconomic Environment: 
The canal sy~te!l'l. traverses a diverse land- · 

scape ranging·from the urban and industrial areas to 
canalside villages, rural farmland, and ;atural areas .. 

The systempenetrate~ 25 co~nties and m~re than 
200 muniCipalities across the central and northern 

· tiers of the state. More than 4 million people nearly 

. -.· -- ' . -·_ -·- . - ·_ 

"-· ' .-. - -: .\ . . --
.a 'quarter of New York State's population live within· 

these adjacent c~unties. Another' 50 percent of.the 

·state's residents<9!)1illion additional peopl;)·live 
along the H).ldsonRiver from the canal's terminus at 
Waterford to the Port of.N ew York. Many of th(( 

comm).lnities along the cim.als grew.and.prospered as 

a direct result cif their presence ... 
. According to statistics assembled by Arth)lf 

Anderson& Co .. for the draft GElS, the 199~ median 
. ' . \ 

household income for New York State was.$ 38,125. 
.. Excluding Capital District Region 

/ -. •, - I 

(Greater Albany); all of.the regions surveyed for the 
. GElS had median hous.ehold incomes significantly 
below the state-wide average. The estimated state

wide per capita income for 1993 w~s $ .19,931. The 
r . : ·. ' 

estimated per capita in,come for that year fell below 
the state'wide figure in all the regions surveyed. J 

" However, with the exception ofthe Lake 
George/Lake Champlail). Region, ·all of the regions . 

surveyed demonstrat~d lower 1997 (May) unem, 

ployment rates than the statewide average. ' 

3.0 SUMMARY.OF ALTERNATIVES 

As recommended under NPS guidelines for 
the completi~n of Suitability/Feasibility Studies, a 

study team typically proposes two or more manage- . 

ment alternatives for the study area. These alterna
tives offer optj~ns to ensurethat any significant 

resources are protected, preserved, and interpreted 

to the most appropriate degree. This section 
describes the pro~osecl alternatives and summarizes 

their potential environmental consequences. 

.Because these.alternatives make few site specific rec
ommendations for development or.other intensive 

activity, the discussion ofenvironmenta!Conse
quences is fairly broad. The proposed alternatives 

and their potential emriro?-mental consequences are 
summarized below. 

Alternative 1: Erie Canalway: A..; Mfiliated 
Area of the National Park System 



' . ' . ·. ' : . ' ~ '; '.: '; -.- - ' " . - ~ - ' . 

This alternativerecognizes the natio~al sig
nificance of the N~w York State Ca~al System by· 
seeking Congressional .. d~signation·of.an.affiilated 
area of the national park system that would includ~ 
within it& b~undaries the navigable waterway, 

·extant segmetitsof:the "Ol~:l'Erie," and thosemunici: 
· paliti~s that lie immediately a'djaCeJ?.t to the water
wayandthe "Old Erie/'Underthis alternative the 
primary .roles. ofthe National Park Servi'e would 
include providing technical assistance· to. canal way 
management and associated partners; providfug sup~ 

.. port in thedevelopment ofawrridor-wide interpre
. tation and canalvvay identity program, and offering 
· guidance and support for the creatiop of an Erie , 

Canal Education Center. If ~n a~propriate site is . 
·identified, the designation might alsoinclude a 
national historic site that would be administered by 
NPS and would further co~memorate the national 
significance of the .Erie Canal way. . . . 

·. In addition; the. Notional Park Service would. 
play· a role in the coordinat\on ofprograms and 
activities among the various owners andmanagers · 
ofcanaf related reso).lrces throughout the proposed 

·l.lnit. The National ParkSel'~icemight also acquire. 
~nd develop a limited amountof land that would 
not exceed 20 acres iri ?ize within the canalway for . 
administrative .and/ or visitor services purposes .. 
Although not identic.al in all respects, there are a 
~umber of similar mod~ls to consider tl).at com'b!ne 

.·a cent~r or~ site within a larger designated area: 

. Among them ar~ the Ess~x National BeritageArea ·. 
in Massachusetts which includes Salem Maritime 
National Historic Site and Saugus Ironworks 
National Historic Site within its boundaries. The 

.. Cane River Creole National Historical Pa'rk and . . . 
NationaLBeritage Area ln louisiana is another such 
example. 

The National Park Service's prog;ammatic 
assistance to the proposed affiliated area could take .. 

· any or all of the following· forms: 

97··· 

·Technical Assistance. 
Through a penn:anent technical i.lssistani:e program ·. · 
funded Out of operatingdollats fo!thi; affiliated . 

. ar~~,. the National Park Service could provide to the 

owners ~nd managersofcanal-relatedresources, and 
canal corridor communities, organizations, and · 

· 'instituti;ns, technical assistance arid grants for edu

cation, i~terpretation, historic preservation, plim, 
·.· ning; recreational trail dev:elopment,. and open sp~ce · 
conservation. This programwould place particular 
emphasis on activities that,would serve. as model 

· projects:NPS~taffwould be assigned to coordinate 
support to the historic canalway, All ~f the pa~k ser, 
vice's programs (for example, Rivers, Trails and· 
Conservation Assistance and the National Historic 

. Landmarks Program) and professional offices 
(including the B.oston Support Office, .the Olmsted 
Gnt~r for Landscape Preservatiori,theBuilding · 
Conservation Center, and the Northeast Museum· 

·• Services Center) wotild be av~ilable for project work. 
subject to appropriated funds. 

· Interpretation & Identity. · . 

. The Ni\tionalPark Service woulc! provide suppor't in 
developing a comprehensive interpretation and 
canalway identity program, The purpose of this ini

. . t!ative would be ~o ensurethat \lisitors to th~ Ene. 

Canaly.ray are aware that they are'travelillg within 
the canalway, are able to easily navigat~ the carial-

.. way as pedestrians, boaters, or drivers, and have the . 
opportunity to understand and appreciate the natur-

. a1,·cultural, scenic, af1d recreational sites and attrac
tions within its bounds. Some aspects ofthe. 

int'erpretation and identity e'ffort.are already under-: 
way and are not.ed below; J(ey facets of this program . 
could inClude: 

•:• A signage system including both directional and 
interpretive signage. Such a system is a goal of the 
Canal Corporation which has. recently b~guri · 
design of a preliminaryprogra.m. A logo,-based, 
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•·air~('ticinalsignage.sy~tefnembracing .highway,.• 
. ·Joc:al.mutes, and lndividualdestinatioris.would be 
. integmt~dwith prih~ed ih~ormatioh. Ni'S Involve, 
m~nt equid build on this activity i:oest<)b!lshafull 
interp;etive program inc) tiding ~aysides and oth~r 
interpretive medi~. ·· · .· ·· 

. . . . ' - , 

· •!•Canalway'y,rld~ p1Jblications like inforrnatio;al · 

bro.chtireswithrb.ap$, and comprehensive guides •.• ... 
. similar to the National ParkService's series of park· 
. guides. . . .. . .. • 

. •:• A series of"virtua!Nrsrtorcente;s;' could be created 

at v~rious visitor d~stinatioiis ~long theEtie . 
Canal way. The virt~al visitor centers would consist . 

·. · · . of computer terminals progr~mm'd using inte(actiVe. 
. software tll.at would enabl~ visitors to obtain infor-

. mationabou~ the ~hole canalway ~s y~ell as the par
.. tiwlar site tha.t th~y are currently visiting. · 
· Infonnation could.be provided ona.vvi& range of 
topics including interpretive programs, related attrac, .. · 

· tions, maps and directions, andfoodandlodging. The·· 
. virrualvisitor centers would be developed through a .... 
"partnershipwith.the management" entity and the· . 

· hostin~titutions anaob. site:.These_p;ogramscould · 
also be adapted for classroom use and made available 

· toprospective visitor~ viath~ internet. 
• - . . . ' -. • - i ' ' " 

+ IriterpretivetrainiJ1g could beptovidedby NPS to . 
eqsure a cohslstent standard.forinterpretive pro- · 
grammirig throughout the Erie Canal way. Individual 

• sites throughoutthe historic canalwaywould con- · 
. tinilet~ beresponsibie for. their own interpretation~ . - ' . . ' . 

Erie Canal Education Center · . . . 
An "E;ie Ca_na!Education Center," modeledafter the . · 
Tsongas Center for!ndusrria!History at L~well . 
N<ttionai·His.to"ricalPatk, c0 uld be.devdoped.with · 
NBS support. The cent~r couldpro~ide interactive,. 

. educatiohal~xhibitsiliustra:ting the opdation?f the ... 

. c:ontemporaryca!lal system a swell ~s th~.history of· .. 

:' ·_;':_~~:-. _·. :· -.'·.> -.. __ -~-- ',: ,' ---_- .. -_,.,,-- ... _- .. _'.- . _-_. ~ ,---,. 
its development and its overall itJ1pacts ·on the 
social, geogr~phic/ and political history of the • . 

. · .. .United :States. The education cente;would .also • sup
.. por(a netwprkofedircation~Jprograms f~cu~~ng on 
· the lqcalll.istory of th~canalthroughoutth~ Erie .. 

·•··. Canal way ·.Curriculum development and educat'i~.n-
al outreach to school systems acrossth~st~te.could 
be amajbrprogram.empha.sis. Like theTsqrigas . 

·.· Center,the proposed centei shoqld.be established •. · 
. .·with an educationalinstitution as a w-sponsor~uch . 

as the University of Massachusetts atLowell.·· .. 

(U MJ,.SS/Lowell) as welL as ,;ith comh>innents. · · .. ·. . . 
. ·. fro111 the state and private industry. UMASS/LoWelL. · · 

< established.the'Tsongas Ceriter.with the National , 
Park Send(e and continue; t<;> op~rate it in an NPSc. 
oWned historic: inill buildinslocated Within the ... ·. 
park TheNational Park-Service wuld cohtributetd · 

theplanning ;ncl design of facilitieS forthe center · .. 

imd providefundsfor the adaptive re-use of.a his-
.. toric.str1lcttirefor this purpose. . 

. . - . ' ' 

Th~ i&ntificationof an actuai!O~ationforsuch an 
. education center isb~.y-;md the. swpe of this study . 
As'proposed, the.educat.ion center would~~quire a 
. strong)ocal partner> preferably an established insti- . 
. tution, and WoUld be located in an area considered a 
"d~stination" loc~tionwithin the ErieCanalWay in .·· 

· pro~imityt6"sigriificant canal-related resources. Co
sponsorship by a New York college or imiversi ty 
could further expand the rimgeanddepth ofeduca- ·. . 
tibnal ptogrammingotfen:dbythe education center ... 
Anumber of locationemeet this criteria and. include 

. lmt are not limited to the following: Wai:edord, 
Schoharie Crossing, Rome, Syracusd, Roche.ster, and 
Lo'ckporL The education center would be developed 
in ccinsuitationwith otherili.stitutions and would 

.. not compete with e~ist)ng institutions and pro-
gratJ1S but would cmnpJemeht them.·. . 

. . 

. · · Demonsttati~n ~rojects · .. 
As part of the nian"gemententity, NPS would lend ... 
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.. its~Upport and guidanceto limit~d ;;umb'erof 
. deinonsUation projects. These projects could range . 
. from histori~preseivation ana· ad~ptive~eus(effort~· ... • 

• ·for visit()~ S.ervises tothe develdf!rnentoftravelling. 
· · edtication:;kits and other educaliorialoutreach activi' . 

ti~s. These. projects • cou]d.serve as rnodeki114s~f?ting. 
. • . ·· th,e development stimd~rds and levels of visitoiser-. 

vic~s achieyab]e Within the c~nafwi).y. .. 

: FedeM acqtiisiti~n ofcana!,reGi:~dliJ.nds· .. 
. within. th~ Erie Can~lway would be !ifni ted to. thos~ 

. associated with the dev'elo~ment ofthe education .•. 

• .. center and/or nationaihistodc ~ite.This aitern!il:ive 
does not propose any changes in 10cil land u~e 
authorities. No federallyitnposed!and ~se contro(s 
Wo~ldresu]t from.designation as an affiliated area . 

. Existing New York'Stat:karia]C::;rporationl~nd · 
.mahagem~nt policies would contin~e tb apply rei~-

.. tive to'land ~cquisiti~n .and use. . . 
-, ' ' ' -'-- ' - ', ,. r ',• 

. ·· IID.pacts to NaturaiReso~rces: 
.. ·• The ParkServi~e wouldsupporttheNew •. 

. YorkS tate Canal Recre~i:iop.wa,yCommissiop.'s . 
. efforts to prote~t wetlands and open sp~ce and in . 
th,ede~elopment of a state>#ide greenway .In addi: 

· . tion' to proposing the deve!?pfuent of thfErle Capal · 
• .Education Center, the NiJ.H6na]Pad< Servitt. may·. 
.also pli!/atdeinthedevelopmentand 'adihiriistr~- .· 
tim) of a series 0f smaii a~monstration projects: · 
.Further complianceV/o;krel~tive to th~se projects 
would ha~e to be undertaken•upontl:le i::ompl~tion 
of actu~l sit.e pl<lns. Proposed inte~pretive.and ¢duca- · 
tidna). programming andsignage developed by the .. 

· .. · man~gemerit entity witll NPS suppp~t could encour: 
· age and enhanle stew~rdship dnatu~at i:es6urc~s 

. ' 
. c;arla\way: In idditiorito propdsing\he develop-

ment of an edu~'atidri ~ep.tet, the Park S~rvice may ··• 
· .. ·also pl<ly a ~ol~in the development of a ~erie~ of 

smaii demonstration projects,cFu~ther ~oJilpliance 
· workont.heseproject~Willhave to be~ndertakertas 

·. ·. more in-depth planning~nd desighis col;llpl~ted. · 

Through the provision of te<;h!lical .assistance for .. 
planning arid historic preseiv~tion; the National · 
Park Service equid ~()ntribute to the long term 
. pr~servation of local vernacul<irar~hitecture>cultur- .. ·:· ·. 

· · a! Iandsc~pe, qndqther cultural resources a~sociated · 

with the park Further; p;pposed interp~etive and ·• .•. · . 
educatiop.a] prdgrammii;lg and.signage developed by 

. the mahagem"nt eh.titywitll NP$support coulc,l. 
encout<lge an<) enh~nce ste0a:.rdshipofcultural 

.. :resources among Iocalresipents and visitors: . 

Impacts t<i So<;i<iecbnomi.c Environ;nent: · . 
· According to thel)raft GE!Spr~par~d for · · 

the NeyrYorl< Stat~ Cana!J<.ecreatiop.way . 
c6ri:lmissioh, one ofthegoais ,,{the Plan is to · 

: erieourage appropriate abc)· sustainable aevel~prrient 
. . as a catalyst for econ6~icgrowtlr. Updnimplerneri
. fatidn ofthe plan they antiCipate addifionaLec6-

nomic ilC:tivi ty principal)y:in the. for in of.increased .. 

. . t())lris\11. Thi~ shoJild re;u!pn the cr~atwnofn.ew 
· .. - jobs and related ip.direct benefits. As a revitalized 

·. , recreational anclculfuralamenity, the Canal . 
. Recreationway vvithin.theEiieC::analway,could .. 

erih~n~e the·Iivabilityof caml corridor ~dinl)J.unities . 
• .• making them inore i!ttractive to ~rospective .resh . 

. aen~s andrelocating businesses: Over the long te~m •.. 
this cmdd r~sult in growth ip. !~cal P()Ptllaiio!l~and · 

· ecohOmicopportunity.. • 
;. ' ' ' 

· · .. ·among localresiderlt~ O:nd visitms. · .. ·... , Altemative): Eric; CiJ.nalwiiy Nati()~al H~ritage · .. 
· > Conido.r . ·· · · · .· · . · · · · · · · · · · 

..... · Impa~~s to Cult~ralResou~ces; . · ... 

: :·'. 

·• T]:le Park ServiCe wouldsupp~rt the NeW 
YorkState C::~nal J'.mea~ion'Nay Commission's com' 
mitment to historic presdv~tion viJthin t.he Eii~ · 

<'.:. 

. . 
--__, --

. • This~Iternat.iv:e woposes theCo:n:gres$ionai. 
·· ·designation ofthe J\fev.rYorkStilte C<ln?lSyitem as 

anatfoml heritage~corriaor .. As inalterri~~~W 1, the ·. 
· • corridor would contain Within itS btll1ndarlesth~ 

-,,' 

·,.-. 

. . 
•. 

. .,-: 
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navigable canafsystem, ext~nt segmeritS.ofthe "old 
Erie," and the municipalities imniedia~elyadjacenf 

.. to navigable .waterways system-widearid to the"old 

Eriei' Under this alternative the primary roles of ·the 
National Park Service would include providing t~ch
ni.cit! assistance to corridor management and associ

ated partners; and providing support in the 
develop\Uent of a corridor-wide interpretatibn and 

·. identityprogram. A lim'ited number of deJ:X?.onstra
tiori projects would also be undert~ken, The rela' 
tionship between the National Park Service and the ·. 

corridor w~uld be temporary, lasting for no rr10re 

than teri years, and would be modeled· o.n the most 
. recently designated heritageareas like the 

Ouinebaugand Shetucket Rivers Valley N~tiorial 

Heritage CoriidO.r. Programmatic assistance to the 

proposed national heritage corridor would be.similar 
to the technical. assistance, and interpretation and 

· identity proposals described under alternative 1. · 

There would be no. federalacquisition of· 

canal-related lands within the heritage corridor, and 

no federal <;lollars would:be made availablefor land 
acquisition. The designation of a national heritage 

.. corridor would not in any way affect on the con tine 

UatlOJ).Of private property owners.hip or local deci
sion-making about land use. Existing New York· 

·State Canal Corporation land management policies 
, would continue to apply. 

Impacts to Natu;al Resources: 
The Park Service Would support the New 

York State Canal RecreationwayCommission's 

efforts to protect wetlands and open space and in 
the development of a state-wide greenway. With the 

exception of demonstration projects, none of the 

. proposals described in the study would involve addi
tional development that may have a negative i\Upact 

on naturahesouice protection. If a demonstration 
project involves any development, appropriate com

pliance willbe undertakdn during the design phase 

of the project. However; proposed interpretive and 

educational programming and signage developed by 

themanage\Uent entity with NPSsupport could.· · 

encourage and enhance stewardship of natural . 
resourcesamong local residents·andvisitors. 

.Impacts to Cultural Resources: . 
The'Park Service would support the New 

York State Canal Recreationwajr Commission's com

mitment tO. historic preservation along the New 

Yo~k State Carial Corridor. Through the provision of . 
• uchnicalassist~nce for planning and historic preser-. 

.vation, theNationa!Park Service could contribute to 
the long term preservation 'of local vernacular archi

tecture, cultural landscape, and other cultural 

resources associated with the corridor. Further, 
through proposed interpretive and educationalpro- · 

gramrriil)-g and signage developed by the manage.

ment entlty withNPS support could encourage arrd 

enhance ste~ardship of cultural resourc~s among 
local tesidents and visitors .. 

. Impacts to Socioeconomic Environment: 
According to the Draft GElS prepared for 

the New York State Canal Recreatioriway 
·Commission, one of the goals of the Plan is. to 

encourage appropriate and sustaingble development 

as a catalyst for economic growth. Upon implemen
tation of the plari they anticipate addttional eco-

.· no\Uic activity principally in the form of increased 

tourism. This should result in the creation of new 

jobs and related indirect benefits. As a revitalized 

recreational and cultural amenity, the Canal 
Recreationway coulcl enhance the livabilityof canal 

. corridorcommunities making them' more attractive 

·to prospective residents and· relocating businesses. 
Over the long term this could result i~ growth in 

local P?Pulations and economic opportunity. 

Alternative 3: New York State Canal 
Recreationway No· Federal Action 

· Urider this alternative no federal designation 



oraddi~iona! authority for federal inVOlvement is ... 

recommended. TheNi:wYork State Canal . 

· Corporaticmand Canaii:ZecreationwayiC:omrnission 

would own andoperatethe waterw:ayon th~lr ow":· 

as they do now. . 
The resour2es currently owned and managed . · · 

by theNewYorkState Canal Corporation Will con-. 

tin1Je to be maintained and mac!e availablefor public. 
usein ac~ordimce with state law.· Also, as required 

. 1Jnder theirstateenabling legislation, the Canal 

· · Corporation and the commission w:ould implement . 

and periodicallyupdate the NewYork State Canal 
.Rec~eationway Plan. The Canal Retreationway Plari · 

calls for the redevelopment of cimalside sites at a 
· · number of locations a;,d at varyi~g scales to en~our- . 

. age and support recreationaLuseof the canal system. 

The plan recommends a inultimodal appr~ach and 
· · i~dudes provi~ions for the development of a system, 

· .· wide canalside trail and the designation of a sceniC: 
byway route for automobiles .. 

· .. The N~wYork.State Canal Corporationarid 
·Canal Recreation way Commission would continue 

to rely ·on otherstate agencies and private consul
tants for•technical assistancein the areas of educa: . 

ti~n, inteipret~~ion, historic preservation, planni~g, •. 
. visitor service, and open space conservation.· Under · · 

. ' . . 
·current fiscal conditions, many New YorkS tate agen-

cies are c1Jrrently challenged oy the demands of their . 
own capital and. progr:ammadc needsJherefore, it is 

likely that any technical.assistanc~required for the 
e<inal recreatiori,_;,ayandits'partners would have to· 

be funded from sources available to municipalities. 
No regular sou.rce off~deralfundswot.ildbe 

identified: However, the Canal Corporation could 
receive technic~! assistan~e arid grants through a 

. · numberoffederal programs (including the. Park 

·Service's Rivers, Trails and ConseivAtionAssist'ance · 

. Program, and IS TEA) on a .competitive basis. In .·· .. 

addition, cqmmunities located within the c<jna!.cor-. · 
. ridor are eligible to co,mpete for revitalizatio\)loans . 

and grants offered under the U.S: Department of 
.·Housing and UrbanDevelopment's.CanaLCorridor 

~E\,;YORK STATE CANAL SYSTEM...., SPECIAL RESOURCE STUDY. ·1 0 1 

Initiative. However, the New York State Canal · 

Corporation and the New Yc)!k State Canal 
.. Recrea'tionway Commission would be the primary 

. source of funds. Additional sources of funds may 

include other New York $tate agencies a9-d programs 
and private nonprofit and for-pr~fit organizations. 

.--.. ' . . . 

I~pactsto NaturalResources:. 
. . Under this alternative, there would be no 

formal federal designation of a site or a corridor. 

F~deral involvement in theregionwould be .limited 
to existing competitive g~arit and technicai assis
tance programs. There would be no additional . 

impacts to niftural resources beyond those already 
presented by the implementation of the New York 
State Canal RecreaiionwayMasterP!an. 

. Impacts to Cultural Resources: 
Under. this alternative, there would b.e no 

, formal federaL designation ofa · site·~r a corridor .. · 

· · Federal involvement in the region wot!ldbelimited · 
to existing competitive grant and technical assis- .· 

tance. programs. There would be no additional 

im'pacts to c.ultural re>oUrces beyond those already 
. present~d by the ill)pleinentation of the New York. 

S.tate c;anal Rycr~atioriway Mastdr Plan .. · · 

. lll)pacts toSocioecon:omic Eitvironfl}e'nt: .. 

Under this alternative, there would be no . . . 
formal federaldesigl)ation ()fa site or a corridQr. · 

. Federalinvolveinent in the region Wbufd be limited. 
· to existing competitive grant and technical assi;tante . · 

programs, There would b.e no additional impacts to 
the socioe~onomicenvironment beyond those . 

· already presented by the implementation ofthe New 
York State Cana!Rweationway Master Plan. 
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. 4.0 CONSULtATION ANDCOORDINATI~N 
.· New YorkSt.ate Canal]\etreation~ay Commissioq . · . 

iricludirigrepr~sentatives qf thefollowing . . 

organizations; . 
· NYS Thruway Authority, 

. · .. NYS Departm~nt of E~vironmei:ital Cqn~e~vation . 

·.(DEC), 
. ·.NyS Officeofl'arls, Recreation and Histo& 

· :PreSe~.Vat'i6n; ·: . . . , . _ ._·. - .. ---- ·-
NYS DepartrnentofTrarisport~tion, j'lYS ... 

. Departme~t of State (~onvl)ting), · . .. 
· ·. NYS Department of Economic Qevelcipment . 

•. . (~l)nVoting) ·· .. · • .. ·.. . .· .. · .. ·:. 

Erie~Niagara Regional Planning Bbard 
· Genesee.---' Finger Lakes Regional Plaimirig Board 

• ·· Eastern~nd Central Southern lier Reglonal·'. 
· PI~6ning Board ·• ... . . . .. · ·. . 

·Central NewYorkRegiona!Pianning Boar4 

H~rkimer-;-Oneida~M6ntgcimery·Regicinal . 
Planning Board . · · .. · . ' . 

C:apita!Ilistrict Regional Plal.ming Board . 
.. Lake Champlain- Lake G~orge Regional Planning 

) - . . . . . ' . 
Board · 
. -_•- ' . " . . . 

. ~ther Organizations co~sulted: 
. Mohawk-Valley State Heritage Area 

Schoharie Crossing State Historic Site 
· •· Canal Society .of New Yo;k ·· .. · . . · · · ·.·. . ·. · 

· ·Institute E"orthe.History of Te~hnology & Industrial. 
ArcheOlogy, u niV"ersity of VyV . . 

NewYorkStateMu~e~m ·· · 

· Hqgh Moore Canal Histohcal Park& Museum, 
• I • - • • - • • • 

Easton, PA 
US Army Corps of Engineers· 

Seneca Fai[s State H~ritage Area 

Syracuse" State Heritage Ar~a .. 
PJ\IerSpark . . . 
R6chesterState Heritage Area 

Women's Rights National Historical Park 
Fort Stanwix Natlon~l Monunient · · 

Saratoga National.Hisio~ica!I'ark. 

I ~ • • 

. '' . 

...• Theodl)~e ~~osev~ltrnaugmal Natwnal f.tistoric Site 

· ... UpperDelaware,Scenic and RecreationalRi\ler .· 
·Cuyahoga Valley National Recreation Area • •. ,·· .. ·.·· .·· . •. 

·. ·. 'Blackstoll,e River VaU~yN~tional Heritage ¢orridor. 
Delawan~ & Lehigh Valley National Heritage • ·· 

· Corridor • 

'''. 
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