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Form 10-306 
(Oct. 1972) UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

DATA SHEET 
STA TE: 

Mississippi 
COUNTY: 

Leake 
FOR NPS USE ONLY FOR FEDERAL PROPERTIES 

ENTRY DA TE .... ..... ...... . (Type all entrie~ 0 com~lete applicable sections) ft !l 10'7~. 
1 

CATEGORY 
(Cl;ieck One) OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 0 District O Building 
0 Site [XJ Structure 

0 Object 

lK] Public 

O Private 

0 Both 

Public Acquisition: 

0 In Process 

0 Being Considered 

PR e:se:N T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 
0 Agricultural 

0 Commercial 

0 Educational 

0 Government 

0 Industrial 

0 Military 

Qg Park 

O Private Residence 
0 Religious 0 Entertainment · O Museum 0 Scientific , 

0 Occupied 

!KJ Unoccupied 

Yes: 

0 Restricted 
0 Preservation work GQ Unrestricted 

in progress 0 No 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Specify) 

0 Comments 

Ill U.S.Department of the Interior, National Park Service,Natchez Trace ~-( 
Parkw&.YI-'·~ 

REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS: (If applicable) 
STREE: T AND NUMBER: Southeast 

_3_401 Whipple Avenue er TY OR TOWN: / 

STA TE: 
CODE Atlanta 

Geor_g_ia J_0..3_44 1_3_ 
C~URTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

Chancer~Clerk's Office - Leake Count_y STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 
STA TE: 

CODE 

Carthage 
Mississippi 39051 28 [lY:i]i#Ji[~:~\M4!£~,%1t.JM:M~it@kM:T:l:MM~6M@Ms?tkiftlt:ttf@:ttkllttktftfttttlttHktlt@ttnt@:ttJJt?lttFfHtf~ TITLE OF SURVEY: 
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(Check One) 

O Good ~ Oeteri orated O Excellent 0 Ruins D Unexposed O Fair 
CONDITION 

I (Check One) 

l]Q Altered 0 Unaltered 

(Check One) 

0 Moved t'KJ Original Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Natchez Trace Parkway bisects the Robinson Road 11 miles west of 
Carthage, Mississippi. The Old Natchez Trace is located to the west of 
the parkway where it and the Robinson Road meet. 

The Robinson road on the east side of the parkway is grown up with under­
brush and has sunken depressions 5-6 feet deep. It is located alongside 
(south) of present old Highway 16. The road crosses and recrosses, and 
o.ften is part of old Highway 16. On the west side of the parkway the 
road is very deep to about 12-14 feet d.eep. It is located on the north 
side of old Highway 16. As it goes down this small hill the depressions 
are not so deep as it nears a small branch. Large pine trees have grown 
up in the old road bed and they have effectively shaded out most of the 
undergrowth. 

Recommended treatment: Preservation 
Preliminary cost estimate for above: $4,ooo.oo 
Photograph enclosed 
Ortter of Significance - 2nd 

The total length of Robinson Road is approximately 1, 950 feet. About 
950 feet lies to the West of the trace and 800 feet to the East of it; 
a 200 rt. mid-section has been obliterated as a. result of construction 
of old State Highway No. 16, and the route ot the trace itself. 
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian 

0 15th Century 

.._~, 

0 16th Cenfijry ·' 

0 17th Century 

SPEC! FIC OATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Aboriginal 

0 Prehistoric 

0 Historic 

D Agriculture 

0 Architecture 

OArt 

0 Commerce 

Qg Communications 

0 Conservation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 Education 

0 Engineering 

0 Industry 

0 Invention 

0 Landscape 

Architecture 

0 Literature 

0 Military 

0 Music 

0 18th Century 

~19th Century 

0 Political 

D Religion/Phi· 

losophy 

D Science 

D Sculpture 

0 Social/Human· 

itarion 

O Theater 

Kl Transportation 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

When the western half of the Mississippi Territory became a state in 1817, 
the greater part of the lands of the two cessions became a part of the 
Territory of Alabama. They were fertile, lying for the most part in the 
Tombigbee and Black Warrior River Valleys; and soon were opened for settle­
ment. The small part of the area which fell to Mississippi was settled 
rapidly. A Mississippi writer, for example, lists the names of 36 white 
men who had established themselves east of the Tombigbee by 1819. The 
growth of population was so rapid that on February 9, 1821, the Governor of 
Mississippi approved an act of the legislature organizing Monroe County, 
containing about 450 square miles in what is now Lowndes and Monroe Counties 

The new county was isolated from the rest of the State. Communication with 
the state capital was difficult and circuitous. The distance via the only 
available route to Jackson was approximately 2p0 miles; by a direct route 
through the wilderness the distance was only 130 to 140 miles. Almost 
immediately after the establishment of the new county, there arose an in­
sistent demand for a more direct road. to Jackson. 

The construction of such a road was impeded by relations'''with the Indians. 
It would cross more than 120 miles of Choctaw country. Hitherto, roads 
through Indian lands had been opened only by the Federal Government; and 
this only after the consent of the Indians had been secured. The Mississipp, 
Congressional delegation promptly went to work and obtained passage of an 
act, approved March 21, 1821, authorizing the construction and appropriation 
of $5,000 for a road. 

The construction of the road. began in late summer or early fall 1821. .The 
cont:rac-t:;or- wh().,,stirveyed the road. was Raymond Robinson, one of the founders 
of'"Raymon·a:;·· Mis'8'is"sip!Y1~.----"-For ·ihat 'reas,on-tt~·wa:s<>••p'opularly, and later 
officially, called the Robinson Road. The road crossed many sluggish creeks 
and rivers, all of which were bordered. by wide swampy areas and this made 
construction difficult. By 1830 d.issatisfaction with the Robinson Road, 
which was probably then the most important thoroughfare in the state, led 
the state legislature to seek new means to bring about its improvement. 
In 1830 toll gates were to be installed once the toll keepers improved 
the road. This venture did not work. The route of the road was from the 
center of Madison County to Columbus, Mississippi. The road received a 
great d.eal of use and significantly helped develop portions of the state 
through which it ran. Today, many parts of it are used as part of the 
Federal highway system (U.S. 82) and other county roads. 



Phelps., Dawson. 
vol. XII. 

"The Robinson Road." Journal of Mississippi History., 
(July 1950). 153-161. 
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY Q DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

1--~~--,~~~~~~~~~--,-~~~~~~~~~-;R1--~~~~~o_F~L_E_s_s~T_H_A_N-.-T_E_N_A~C-R_E~S~~~~~~--1 
LATITUDE LON'GITUDE CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 0 

NE 0 0 

SE-· 0 0 -'•.' 

0 42 36 " 89° 42t ·33 " 32 
Ul'M Ref~·: 

SW 0 0 16/24610( D/3622225 
'----

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED ·PROPERTY: 1.10 acreJ.. Class VI 
LIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR .PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

NAME ANO TITLE: 

William E. Cox, Assistant Chief Park Interpreter 
BUSINESS ADDRESS: 

Natche~ Trace Parkway 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

R. R. l_i_ NT-143 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE 

Tui>_elo.. . . Mississ~i _38801 . ~ 

State Liaison Officer recommendation; 

LR! Yes 

ONo 

ONone 

State Liaison Officer Signature 

In comptiaO:ce with E~~c~dve Order i 1593, I hereby 

nominate this property to the National Register, certify­

ing that the State Liaison Officer has been allowed 90 

days in which to present the nomination to the State Re­

view Board and to ev. aluate its significance. The r~om­

mended level of significance is D National M'State 

OLlal ~ ~~~A..Ai:&~iL ..,-~2., ' 
Feder!1l.}teprese{lative Si'~nature • . ~' Date r !tu, DtYputy Assistant " 

Title 

I hereby certify that this prop_erty.is included in the 

National Register. 

.~ :i.n• Office of l..rcH.otos!'JHi•toric Preservation 

Date __ f 0-+---U, ____ d' __ _ 
ATTEST: 

• t·c KeePe; ofP"he ,"/.."°". al Reg~ter 

Date _ ___._.lf.__,_,W/-"--:J /t~--
.GP 0 938-449 
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UNITED STAT!;S DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE . Mississi i 
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH .FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with phot~raph) 

~)~qQA1\tltifa,@,;."f%1W~iffiZ~t&iS01&5Aili~, 
TREET ANO NUMB E:R: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

Kosciusko 
STATE: CODE COUNTY: 

PHoTo cRED•T: William E. Cox 
OAT!O Qi;" PHOTO: ugllSt 29·, _ 1974 

COUNTY 

e 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

UJ EGATIVE FI LEO AT: 

w 

Facing· north. Robinson Road is in trees behi nd car and to right of 
!--photo in trees south of present county road 16. Robinson Road Inter­

pretive site i s in right background . 

US. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE;; . 8 7 6 • I 6 7 
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MATIOMAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FOR~ 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photoaraph) 

CITY OR TOWN: 

ST A TE: COOE COUN TV: 

Mississippi 39090 Leake 

COUNTY 

Leake 
FOR NPS U$E ONLY 

~-·· tftif~!t'O:!~Jtf.\f:'~t t-tqtt,:@;::;rw;+w;;::;;;:: :\ ;kW·:·F8 H::;:;; :w~'f:i);.;.s\(#:HW:t':;'Vlt:;mswt.m/~·-
P H O T 0 cREDIT: William E. Cox 

EGATIVE FILED AT: 

Ne ative No. 11448 

Faci~g east just over rise is sunken depression of road which is south 
of the present · o~d county road 16. Interpretive exhibit and parking 
lot is · to north of left of photographer. Parkway is behind him. 

US. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE:. 8 7 6. I 6 7 
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Type all entries ·- attach to or enclose witfl phe>totraph) 

T REE T ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

Kosciusko 
STATE: CODE COUN TY: 

28 Leake 

OAT E OF PHOTO: 

COUNTY 

Leake 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

OATE 

UJ EGATIVE F"ILEO AT: 

w Natchez Trace Parkwa 8801 Ne ati ve No . 1144 

O ES C- RIBE V IEW , DIRECTI ON, ETC . . . .. . .. . . 

Facing west, road is very wide here and after a short distance becomes 
12 1 -14 ' deep. Old 16 county road is to left of photographer and parkway 
is behind him. 
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