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...collections represent a valuable resource only if they are 
properly documented, conserved, and organized in such a manner 
that their research value is maintained...To maintain their 
research value, both collections and their associated documenta­
tion must be accessible, and they must be protected from 
deterioration...Without a doubt, there is a crisis in curation 

-Marquardt, Montet-White, and Scholtz 
Resolving the Crisis in Archaeological Collections Curation. 
American Antiquity 47:409-418. (1982) 
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PREFACE 

The purpose of this document is to describe the procedures used by the Morristown 
Archeological Collections Management Project (hereafter abbreviated MACMP) to 
reclassify, catalog, and store the archeological collections at Morristown National 
Historic Park (hereafter abbreviated MORR). While the majority of the artifacts in the 
collections are from archeological excavations, some are from unsystematic surface 
collections. These collections are the result of various individuals' work conducted in 
the 1930's to the 1960*s. 

This document provides MORR personnel with critical information for efficient and 
effective management of the collections. Equally important, it provides archeological 
researchers with quantitative data for each site. Problems and biases inherent in 
MORR's collections data base are identified and discussed in detail. 

The MACMP is the second in a series of collections projects being conducted by the 
Division of Cultural Resources, North Atlantic Regional Office of the National Park 
Service. The project extended from August 23 to September 3, 1982 at MORR. The 
cataloging of the artifacts was completed by Donna Gagnon and Suzanne Spano under 
the direction of Alan T. Synenki. 

It should be noted that the provenience-based artifact catalog used by MACMP is a 
modified version of the catalog originally developed for the Salem Archeological 
Collections Management Project (see Synenki and Charles 1983:Appendix A). Organiza­
tional and substantive changes were made to reflect the large volume of military-
related artifacts in the Morristown collections. Several changes recommended in the 
Salem Archeological Collections Project (Synenki and Charles 1983:Chapter V), were 
also made. The item-based artifact catalog is identical to the one developed and used 
by the above mentioned project (Synenki and Charles 1983:Appendices B and C). 

Charles' participation in the MACMP consisted of assisting in the design of the 
provenience-based catalog and the writing of the Artifact Category Definitions section 
in Chapter III. Syhenki wrote the remainder of the manuscript and also served as 
general editor. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

Project Goal 

The objective of the MACMP is to make the artifacts and associated documentary 
materials accessible to MORR personnel for management and educational purposes and 
to the archeological community for research. 

For MORR personnel, accessibility not only means the ability to find a particular 
artifact in the collection, it also means that they can inventory the types and quantities 
of artifacts present in a collection. Marquardt et al. (1982:412) have stressed the 
importance of the latter, emphasizing the need for the development of an efficient 
storage/retrieval system to accomplish this goal. 

For researchers, accessibility not only means the ability to locate artifacts and 
associated documentary materials (e.g., fieldnotes, maps) from a collection in a 
repository, but it also means the artifact data has been quantified and is in a usable 
form. In addition, it means that definitions of each artifact class and/or category, as 
well as a detailed discussion of the classification and coding systems used are available. 

To accomplish the above stated objective, the MORR archeological collections, like the 
Salem National Historic Site collections, are computerized using the North Atlantic 
Regional Office's 9845C Hewlett-Packard mini-computer. 

Research Significance 

The MACMP was able to determine that the archeological collections at Morristown 
National Historical Park consist of artifacts from no less than 16 sites, 11 of which are 
either revolutionary war encampments or military-related structures or areas. 

Although the quality of the spatial and stratigraphic information for the collections is 
variable due to both record (e.g., fieldnotes, maps) loss and differences in past 
collection techniques, a number of these collections have sufficient information for 
answering a variety of theoretical, methodological or substantive issues in military 
history in general and revolutionary war archeology in particular. For example, Rutsch 
and Peters (1977:35) have suggested that little information is available on the functions 
of entire units of different sites at Morristown. Intra- and inter-site analyses of the 
spatial arrangement of the artifacts from the collections could be used to provide data 
on this issue. From a materials-science perspective, several classes of artifacts from 
the MORR collections have significant study potential. For example, the gunflints 
appear to have been manufactured from a variety of non-local cherts. The sourcing of 
these cherts, therefore, would add to our understanding of the procurement and 
distribution of gunflints during the revolutionary war period. 
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CHAPTER H 

METHODOLOGY 

The purpose of this chapter is to make explicit the systematic techniques and 
procedures used by the MACMP to process and organize the archeological collections at 
MORR. For the most part, the organization of the chapter follows the order in which 
the tasks were performed. In this chapter, we will discuss (1) how each collection of 
artifacts and individual artifacts were associated with particular sites and excavators, 
(2) the provenience system used by the different excavators, and (3) the cataloging and 
processing procedures used to classify, record, and physically store the artifacts. In 
discussing the provenience systems used, site-specific data problems are identified and 
discussed. 

Site Identification 

As noted in Chapter I, the MACMP determined that the MORR repository consists of 
collections from no less than 16 archeological sites. 

Two primary techniques were used to match particular collections to specific 
excavators. First, all artifacts were inspected visually for artifact numbers or 
provenience information. Similarities and differences in artifact labeling and recording 
practices were noted. Second, an extensive literature search at both the Division of 
Cultural Resources, North Atlantic Regional Office's files, and the Morristown National 
Historical Park's curatorial repository and library was conducted in order to locate and 
examine all archeologically relevant articles, site reports, fieldnotes, maps, and Park 
correspondence. In several instances, contact with former archeological researchers 
and current Park personnel was made. Table 1 summarizes the results of this work. 

In using Table 1, several important matters need to be kept in mind. First, in general, 
the collection names that appear in this table are those that were used by the original 
excavator. When a site has been given different names by different excavators, the 
name assigned by Rutsch and Peters (1976a) is used (e.g., Reputed New Jersey Brigade 
Site Cantonment). Second, while the majority of excavation dates that appear in Table 
1 are well documented, some are not. For example, due to ambiguity in the literature, 
there is uncertainty about several of Baker's dates. These dates, however, are believed 
to be within one or two years of the actual date of excavation. Third, because there are 
few systematic artifact catalogs for sites, the references that appear under the 
Artifact Catalog/Inventory heading are those used by the MACMP to associate 
particular artifacts with their respective sites. While several references list all the 
artifacts recovered from a site, others simply mention the presence of one or more 
unique or unusual objects. Fourth, the references that appear under the Excavation 
Fieldnotes/Site Maps and Photographs heading not only include maps and handwritten 
fieldnotes taken during excavation, but also reports that provide specific spatial or 
stratigraphic information about a particular site. And fifth, the references that appear 
under the Archeological Reports/Literary Sources heading are not meant to be a 
complete listing of all known reports. The intent is to list sources that provide the most 
comprehensive statements about a particular site. Where there is ambiguity or 
differences between two important sources, both are given. 



Table 1. Site Summary Data 

Year Excavation Fieldnotes/ Arcneological Reports/ 
Collection Excavator(s) Excavated Artifact Catalog/Inventory Site Maps and Photographs Literary Sources 

Wick House Baker for CCC 1934 Baker(1934); Wick House Baker(1934,1935a, 1935b) 
Plot Numbers with Depth 
Screened and Date Com­
p l e t e d ^ . d . ) ; Wick House 
Excavation Map; Rutsch 
and Peters(1976a:Figures 
27,28) 

Denver Service 1975 National Park Service(1975) Bauxer(1975c) 
Center 

First Maryland Brigade Baker for CCC 1934 Baker(1934); Rutsch and 
Peters(1976a:597) 

Rutsch 1972 Rutsch, Thatcher and Peters Rutsch, Thatcher and Rutsch, Thatcher and Peters 
(1973:97-103) Peters(1973:96-97) (1973); Rutsch(1982) 

Guerin House Baker for CCC 1935 Baker(1934); Baker(1934;1935c) 
Guerin Excavation Map 

Pennsylvania Brigade Site Baker for CCC 1935 Baker(1936a;1936b) Map No.101 Baker(1936c); Rutsch and 
Map No.102 Peters(1976a:464-472) 

Cotter 1961 Cotter( 1961a) Cotter( 1961a) Cotter( 1961b); Rutsch and 
Peters(1976a:478-480) 

Rutsch 1971 Rutsch(1982:4) 

Fort Nonsense Baker for CCC 1936 Map No.104 Cox(1936); Weig(1956); 
Map No.105 Rutsch and Skinner(1971) 

Rutsch and Skinner 1971 Rutsch and Skinner(1971); 
Rutsch(1982:3) 

Field-East-of-Cemetary Baker for CCC 1935 Map No. 101 Baker(1935d,1936d); Rutsch 
and Peters(1976a:464,610-
612) 

Reputed New Jersey Baker 1936 National Park Service(1936) Rutsch and Peters(1976a:361) 
Brigade Cantonment Baker 1938 National Park Service(1938) Jones(1938) Peters and Rutsch(1976: 

Appendix A; Rutsch and 
Peters(1976:362-366) 

i 
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Table 1. Site Summary Data (continued) 

Year Excavation Fieldnotes/ Archeological Reports/ 
Collection Excavator(s) Excavated Artifact Catalog/Inventory Site Maps and Photographs Literary Sources 

New Jersey Brigade Ditchburn 1968 Ditchburn( 1968,1971) Ditchburn( 1968,1971) Ditchburn( 1968,1971) 
Rutsch 1974-1975 Rutsch and Peters(1976a: 

410); Rutsch( 1982:3) 

Hand's Commissary Baker 1936 Cox(1936,1937) Rutsch and Peters(1976a: 
573) 

Hand's Brigade Cambell 1963 CambelK 1963a) CambelK 1963a) 
J 

Ford Mansion CCC 1937 Ford Mansion Artifact Master Map No.200 Press Release(1937); B.B. 
(Washington's Head- Inventory Sheets(n.d . ) _ (1982) 
quarters) Rehab Crew 1964 National Park Serviced 1964) Perry and Sowers(1965) 

Connecticut Brigade Cambell 1962-1963 CambelK 1962a, 1962b, 1962c) Cambell(1962a, 1962b, CambelK 1962a, 1962b, 
1962c,1963b) 1962c,1963b) 

New York Brigade CCC 1930s National Park Service(n .d .a . ) Rutsch and Peters(1976b: 
16-18,1977:34) 

Rutsch and Peters 1974-1975 Rutsch and Peters( 1976a: 
605;1976b) 

Aquaduct Trail unknown unknown National Park Service(n .d .b . ) Rutsch and Peters(1976a) 

Jockey Hollow unknown unknown National Park Service(n .d .c . ) 
Surface Finds 

Second Maryland Brigade 
Stroley's Orchard Rutsch 1972 Rutsch(1982:l) Rutsch et al .(1973); Rutsch et al , (1973); 

Rutsch and Peters(1976a: Rutsch and Peters(1976a: 
598) 596-599) 

Surface Finds Rutsch 1972 National Park Service(1972) Rutsch(1982:2) 

Metal Detector Finds Rutsch 1972 Rutsch(1982:2) 

i 

i 
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Artifact Cataloging and Processing 

Initially, all artifacts were removed from the three metal storage cabinets located in 
the curatorial repository at MORR, and grouped first according to site and then 
according to provenience within sites. Next, within these proveniences, artifacts were 
separated into the appropriate class and category (Appendix A). These are discussed in 
detail in Chapter III. 

Mended or fragmentary ceramic and glass vessels three-quarters or more complete then 
were separated from all other artifacts. Each vessel was assigned a vessel number; 
these were affixed to the bottom of vessels and recorded in the appropriate item-based 
catalog (Appendix B or C). This was done to assist the MORR personnel in the selection 
of vessels for display and to permit researchers to examine a sample of the ceramic and 
glass assemblages with little difficulty. For all other artifacts, whole and fragmentary, 
counts of items in each category per provenience unit were made and recorded in two 
places: (1) on acid-free tags which were placed within each artifact bag, and (2) in the 
appropriate row and column in the provenience-based catalog (Appendix A). 

Artifact Storage 

The artifacts are stored in two ways. All fragmentary and small whole artifacts are 
housed in the three metal storage cabinets located in the MORR curatorial repository. 
Whole items too large to fit into the cabinets are placed in one acid-free Holinger box. 

The storage cabinets are labeled units 1, 2, and 3. Within each unit, drawers are 
numbered 1...N. In general, sites within these cabinets are arranged by excavation date; 
the earliest excavated site is located in Unit 1; the latest in Unit 3. Sites excavated by 
several individuals in different years are housed by the earliest excavated date. For the 
purposes of convenience, sites are recorded in the MACMP's artifact catalogs also in 
this order. One exception to this is the artifacts from Rutsch's excavations. These 
artifacts are located in Unit 3 because the MACMP did not acquire them until after the 
artifact catalog was completed at MORR. 

Provenience Systems, Coding, and Data Problems 

All original provenience information is retained and recorded in the MACMP's artifact 
catalogs. Table 2 provides a summary of this information by site and excavator. 
Although most terms are the excavator's, some are assigned by the MACMP (e.g., 
spatial coordinate) when excavators failed to provide them. The MACMP chose terms 
that are as descriptively accurate as possible. 

Table 2 also provides the format that the provenience information was coded into. All 
provenience information is coded from left to right. For example, examining Baker's 
provenience information for the Wick house, the first digit (X-XX-XX-X) records the 
site designation. In this instance, the letter "W" is used to refer to the Wick house area. 
The next two digits (X-XX-XX-X) record the plot number. The next two digits (X-XX-
XX-X) record the tier number. The last digit (X-XX-XX-X) is used to note the specific 
location of the excavations within the Wick house area. In this case the letters "A," 
"B," "I," and "R" refer to the orchard, carriage barn, ice house, and Tempe Wick's room 
respectively. Excluding digits used to record the site designation, the number 9 



Table 2. Provenience Information, Coding, and Format 

Site Excavator(s) Provenience Information Code Format 

Wick house Baker Site W X-XX-XX-X 
Plot 1-88 
Tier A-LM 
Location A=orchard 

B=carriage house 
I=ice house 
R=Tempe Wick room 

Denver Service Site W X-XX 
Center Artifact Number 1-16 

First Maryland Baker Site MB XX 
Brigade 

Rutsch Site MB XX-XX-X-XX 
Hut Type OH=officer's hut 
Feature A 
Level 01=present ground 

surface 
LP=loose stone 

pile on slope 

Guerin Baker Site G X-XX-X 
Plot 1-30 
Tier A 

Pennsylvania Baker Site PA XX-XXX-X-X 
Brigade Site Plot 1-179 

Square A-X 
Location 1-9 

i 



Table 2. Provenience Information, Coding, and Format (continued) 

i 

i 

Site Excavator(s) Provenience Information Code Format 

Cotter Site PA XX-X-XX-XX 
Test Pit 2-9 
Field Specimen Number 2-22 
Feature 1-13 

Rutsch Site PA XX 

Fort Nonsense Baker Site FN XX-X 
Line, Station, Depth 1-8 

Rutsch and Skinner Site FN XX-XXXXXX-XX-XX 
Grid Coordinates N5E75 
Feature 3D 
Level 2 

Field-East-Of- Baker Site C X-XX-XXX-X 
Cemetary Ditch 1-9, A 

Spatial Coordinate 60-265 
Location W-X 

Reputed New Jersey Baker Site NJS XXX-XX-X-X 
Brigade Cantonment Plot 5,14 

Square C 
Depth 5-6 inches 



Table 2. Provenience Information, Coding, and Format (continued) 
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Provenience 
Site Excavator (s) Information Code Format 

New Jersey Brigade Ditchburn Site NJB XXX-XX-X-X 
Hut Type OH=officer's hut 

ET=enlisted men's 
trash pit 

Hut Number 1-9 
Feature L=latrine 

Rutsch Site NJB XXX-XX-X 
Hut Type OH=officer's hut 

CH=company 
officer's hut 

Feature F=fireplace 

Hand's Commissary Baker Site HC XX 

Hand's Brigade Cambell Site HB XX-XX-X 
Unknown CH 
Hut Number 9 

Ford Mansion Baker Site FM XX-X-XXX-X 
Plot A-S 
Square 1-100 
Location C=cellar foundation 

K=kitchen 
T=trenches 
M=wall behind mantel 
FM-9-999-T= 

trenching area 
FM-9-999-P= 

parking lot 

Rehabilitation Crew Site FM XX 


