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American children searching for interesting and entertain-
ing literature in the mid 1800's were often confronted by dismal
prospects. Thers was a surfeit of so-called "Sunday school books"--
Dooks distributed through Sunday schools--on the posE&Civil\ﬂér
margset. Yet these books were widely condemned for their gener-
ally poor quality. One editor labelled them a "mass of trashy,
diluted, unnatural books.“lllt was ﬂot unt%} the 1860's and 70's
that authors began writing realistic stories for childrsen. .One
such author was Harriett Mulford Lothrop, better known as "Margaret
Sidriey." She created the famous "Pepper" family--Ben, Polly, Joel,
Davie, Phronsie, and Mrs. Pepper, or "Mamsie" as she was affection-

ately called. Like the March family of Louisa May Alcott's beloved

and highly successful Little Women (published 1868-9), the Peppers

were a poor but stalwart family struggling to stay tggether. Per-
haps inspired by Alcott's realism and energy, and aided by her own
deep understanding of childrens' natures, matronly, patriotic Harriett
Lothrop would write .some of the most popular children's books

of her day.




ps 2
i Stepanski

She was born Harriett Mulford-Stone in New Haven,Connecticut)
on 22 June 1844. Young Harriett's lineage was indeed impressive--
on the paternal side she was an eighth generation descendant of
Thomas Fooker, founder of Connecticut, whereas her mother, the |
daughter of a prominent New Haven shipowner and merchant, numbered
Pilgrims of the Mayflower in her ancestry. Harriett's father,

Sidney Mason Sione married Harriett Mulford, the tenth child,

eighth daughter of lervey and Naacy Mulford,in New laven on 14

Sept. 1843. Stone had been married previouily and had two sons and
two daughters fpgm that union. Ey his second wife he had two daughter?/
of whom Harriﬁtt was the eldest.

There is no reason to believs that Harrietti's childhood was
anything but pleasant. tHer father was a famous architect who in-
vented a system of ventﬂ%ytion, and was one of New !aven's first
professionals in the field;5 Refore Yale established its own

school of architecture, budding architects were sent tc study under
e v

Stone's tutelage. The Stone household reflected an interest in.

learning and culture. There was an extensive home library to which
Harriett had complete access, and reading was Doth encouraged and
discussed. ' The family was also very religious. They attended
United Church on the Green, a Congregational church, where Stone was
a deacon. The disciplined, religious atmosphere of the household
was later to be reflected in the moral works Harriett wrote.” She
attendad Grove Hall Ceminary in New Haven, and of her character at
graduation it was said:

She had already an alertness of mental

power, combined with the retentive fac-

ulty, and a great degree of imagination
and poetic talent, that made her a



p. 3
Stepanski

marked pupil frgm \fhom rmjch was b
to be expected in the future.

Despite such auspicious bLeginnings, it was not until Harriett
was well into her thirties that she began to win recognition for
her writing. She begén.writing at an early. age, cutting pictures
from newspaperes and magazines and irventing stories about them.

She claimed these clippings were "hoarded as her dearest trsasures”
and yet she destroyed most of her esarly work, apparently dissatis-
fied with the results?}.ln an autobiographical sketch, Harriett
claims it was not until 1874 that she wrote her first piece for
publication.” It was "Rird Sonéyg a piece (poem?) originally written
for a niecs that was later published in a children's magazine.
Harriett's talent fﬁr writing was appa{:;nt)and yet it was not until

around 1877, when she became a contributor to Wide Awake, a Boston™

tased children's magazinf/that her work began to be noticed. 1In

1877, Wide Awake published her first story about the Pepper familxj
entitled "Polly Pepper's Chiéken'Pié." It was signed simply H.M.S.
This reluctance to reveal her true identit;’was the result of Sidney
Mason Stone's attitude toward women writers. He was a "gentleman of
the old school" who frowned upoﬁ women who wrote for publication.

In deference to her father's attitude she decided to use a penname.
' I

She later said this about her choice:
I chose my penname "Sidney" because it .
was my.father's first name. He was,a
splendid man, stroag and true, and that
made me like "Sidrney" which I had always
liked from "Sir Philip" down. Besides:
I wanted something a good deal different
from the lackadaisical soubriquets that
were Irequently selected in the "seventies,"
when I chose mine. "Margasret" was my fav-
orite name for a girl not because it means
"Pearl" and "Daisy" but because it means
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Iruth. So there you have it--Truth
and justice or chivalry, or whatever
you call the broad helpful influence
diffused by "Sidney."

‘I chose to write under & penname just
as thousands of others do I suppose.
I was not going to be good game for
derision if I failed. |{\

One can only wondeiqthc exteat of the "broad helpful imfluence"

this "splendid man" actually had upom Harriett, the aspiring writer,
if she felt compslled because of him to write under a pseudonym.
¥as he able to put aside his prejudices in the case of his daughtcr>
or, as I suspect, was he r=ally the one Harriett had in mind whex

she wrote that last sentence? In any event, when she agreed to

write a serial about the Pepper family for Wide Awake the first

two chapters, appearing in January 1889)mark the first time Harriett
{7

Lothrop used the penname "Mirgaret Sidney."
After the appearance of "Polly Pepper's Chicken Pie" in 1877,

Harriett, at the request of Ella Farman, editor of Wide AWake)pub-
lished "Phronsie Pepper's New Shoes.% A letter from Farman dated
22 Jan 1877 is indicative of reader reaction’'to the Pepper stories:
I find "Phronsie Pepper's New Shoes" a
lovely story. T would not wish to
change it by so much as a word. On Pub-
lication will send you five dollars. I
wish it could be more. 1% :
Lucky Harriett! This enthusiastic response to the Pepper family

was echoed by humdreds of Wide Awake readers.who clamored for more.

Farman asked her for a series of twelve stories about-the Peppers,
aad although she disliked serials, and worried that she would not
have enough to say, Harriett consentcd.l (She had no need to worry,
Before she was through with them Harriett would devote twelve vol-
umes to the Peppers.) In 1881, the serial appeared im book form

as The Five Little Peppers and How They Grew, published by The D.
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Lothrop and Company. Harriett dedicated the volume to her mother.who

/

had died 28 Jume 1880:

- TO THE MEMORY OF
" MY MOTHER
wise in:cbuiael-ntenderﬁinijudgmeﬁt,tand.1nnallicharity-
strengthful im Christiam faith
. ' ard purpose--
I dedicate, with reverence, this simple book.

The Pepper serial was significant for Harriett for another reason.

The publisher of Wide Awake, Daniel Lothrogybecame interested in
meeting the author of the serial whose characters seemed S0 real.
fde stopped. to meet Harriett in New Haven on his way to New York

on business. According to her, he had business agaim in two weeks,
and them ia another two weeks. 3She later said,"and then the New
forx business did not seem so important." Daniel Lothrop was in-
deed "a man of swift determination and energy," acd on 4 October
1881 he and Harriett Stone were married iz New Haven. ™ He was 50,
she 37. This was Daniel Lothrop's second marriage. His first
wife, Ellen J. Morrill oi Dcver, New Hampshire, whom he married in
1869}had died in Mdrcp 1880} Daniel and Haréiett'a marriage, al-
though brief (he died im 1892) appears to have been happy. In an
autobiographical sketch Harriett gives a glowing account of their

union:
"Margaret Sidney" by her marriage
entered into possession of ths regal
power that Love gives to every faculty
of the heart and mind. Imnto an union
with a mature so imtellectual, so.strong
in the strength that cometh of God, as she
found im her husband she camecto fimd that
hitherto life had been mere existenmce.|%

Daniel Lothrop was borm ia Rochester, New Yor%you 11 August 1831.

He started im business at age 17, working as a senior partmer ia

his older brother's drugstore in Dover, New Hampsiire. Lothrop
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evemtually traasformed it imto—a bookstore, amd established braaches
im Newcastle amnd Great Falls. He fouaded his publishing Iirii?D.
Lothrop and Compamy im Bostom im 1868. Although it produced adult
books, D. Lotarop and Compamy soom became kmowa for its childrem's
literature, particularly the "kird suitable for Sumday School 1li-
brarics."\ Lothrop nimself was knowa as "The Childrea's Publisher,”
and was "indefatigable in his efforts to stimulate young writers
and briag to the surface latent talent."1i%hat the works of his
wife, Harriett.comtributed much to the success of his firm cammot

be disputed.

Wide Awake, the magazine whergHarrietti's career begay, was

founded by Daniel Lothrop im 1875. Im both size and format it re-

sembled St. Nicholaszs, another popular childrem's magaziae of the

tim=. It comtaired many illustratioas of various sizes, as well as

pages in large type for youager readers. It was aimed at an audiemce

of 10-18 year~olds, amud was advertissd as "the merriest and wisest
of all magazianes for young folks Qith a thousand quarto pages a
year of literature by best authors and a half a thousard pictures
by best artists." TFor two dollars a year childrem could read
stories by George MacDonald, Mary E. Wilkins aud Sarah Orne Jewett,
to mame but a few. Lothrop f2lt so stromgly about the aeed for
such a pub_ication for Americam childrea that he coatinued to pub-
lish it“%%jhia death evea though it lost $10,000 a ye?ri It was &
feather in the cap of aspiring writer Harriett toahavé’her work

\
accepted by the prestigious Wide Awake.1£

Perhaps the—reason- the Pepper family seemed so real to its
audience-was because Harriett imagined thém for many years before

she actually committed them—to paper. As a child she loyed to take
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rides imto the coumtry, eagerly Hopimg to fimd a "little brown
house" similar to the ome imhabited by the Peppers. Her owan words

tell of this childish lomging im amusing detail:

It was a great calamity to me that my

father was a successful architect amd

1ot a poor mam livimg im the coumtry--

I always stipulated while settlimg thinmgs

im my own mind, that we should live in a

little browa house, quite 0ld and ruadown,
while we, the family, had to scratch for

a liviag...I tormeated everybody, misfor-
tunate emough to take me om the drive, by
importunate imcessant questioms "Whem is the
little browa house coming?"

As it was mot legal im our State (Commecticut)
to kill amy ome, and at my temder age (about
six years) the Society for the prevemtiom of
cruelty to childrem would have taxem the case
up, my life was spared. I was iavited om fewer
drives of course, but mever mimd, I came to the
coaclusion that I would make my owm little
Brown House. Aad so I did. z2

So began the story of the Peppers of Badgertowa, U.S.Afﬁ Harriett
origirally had mno irtentionm of making her brainchildren public)
Saying,"It was ome thiag to y}arn“ﬁfo,the other childrea (which I

did mo;t generously), my various imaginings,-@ut quite amother
ratter to realize t@;t aaybogy really waanted to kaow them."zzgarriett
foumd herself im a d anary';hcn’ahe realized she had to give her
family a last mame, as she had always thought of them by their

first aames omly. She always went to great lemgths to avoid giving
owe of her "bagd" characters a wame that am immoceat person might

. have. Ia one iustance, she took the mame for ome disagreeable char-

acter, Jeroboam Pettibome, from the Bible. After publicatiom of the
story ia which he appeared, ﬁa;iiett received an irate letter from
4 womam who wanted to xmow how Harriett kmew hiaﬁégther aad why she
described him so exactly. (Harriett later said 1T she hud been the

A
daughter she would mever Tiave admitted the resemblamce.) This imci-
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deat mude Harriett wary of angs that were too realistic amd deter-

mined to.give her family a mame ro ome else had. While sitting at

‘her father's dimmer table, she happemed to glamce at the salt amd

pepper shakers. "Salt" and "pepper" were commom emough words, yet
a
Harriett thought wo ome had them asflast mame. "Salt" as a last

name didfif sound-%oolpoetic, but "Pepper" did)and so the family was

christened., Years later Harriett would emjoy the¢ joke whem she

7}\

became friemdly with a family named Pepper who moved to Comcord, Mass.

The Five Little Peppers amd How They Grew is Harriett's idealized

account of poverty. It is clear that the family, with all their

— ———— -
-— —

hardships, lived and breathe& for Harriett/ whem ome reads= Her

words about themi) She gave her reasom for why there was wno Mr.

Pepper:
Now my judgmeat told me that I must
eliminate Mr. Pepper, because the whole
motif "to help Mother" would be lost if
the maa lived., It hurt me dreadfully.
He was a most estimable mam, amd I loved
my owe father so much, it seemed the most
wicked thing to do. I wemt arouad for
days quite droopy amd guilty.Ztj

As for Mrs. Pepper:
Uaconsciously I put imto her character
some of my mother's qualities. Uncon-
sciously I say, for I amever copied any 749
ome, mOor amy Sayimng of people in m y stories.

Amd fimally, im respoase to the gquery of why did she make the
Peppers do something:
I make them! I dida't make them dp any-
thing. They did what they wamrted fo doj;
them came &and told me about it, amd I
just wrote it dowa! 7 '
Harriett's audience foumd the Peppers every bit as real as she
did. A letter from "Lottie" dated 22 April 1894 says:

My mamma haes read the Five Little Peppers

——
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and Five Little Peppers Midway

aad Growa Up but you have not told us
what became of Phroasie, Bem, Joel,
Davie, or Kimg Fisher, mor if Polly,

and Jasper, did get married or if they
were happy or if they had any children
s0 please write another book, telling
us about them. I am seven years old and
I am interested as mamma has read all
three books to me. T '

Another letteﬁ)from Anna Cutler Mattison dated 5 May 1922,says:

Ned and.I _were very much pleased
to receive your letters. I will
try to t down to Badgertown
somtime (siﬁ] to visit Polly and
help her make Seraphina a dress.
Please tell Polly I will come some
day soon.

In the inroduction to a later Pepper volume Egntitled OQur Davie
Pepper, Harriett spoke of her visit to Badgertown, thus reinforcing
the Pcpperg reality in the minds of many young readers., She was
often asked if Radgertown really existed, to which she always re-
plied that it was entirely a product of her imagination.® A pubdb-

licity flyer put out by Lothrop, Leg and Shepard for The Five Little

Peppers in the Little Brown House (1907) stressed their true-to-1life

nature in rather overblown language:

They are beyond criticism for they
are not pictures; it is breathing,
sentient 1ife down to the core that
they give...wWHAT THEY SAID AND WHAT
THEY DID is of vital importance to ‘
usga says another, "as much as if it were »u
our” family Margaret Sidney has written about.
We cannot understand our feeling for the
Peppers, but we know we shall meet them

one day in real life. We must; no one

could crush 1life out of them; they were

born to live." A

Perhaps publicity hype hasn't changed all that much over the last
~——
75 years.

The Five Little Peppers and How They Grew reflects Harriett's
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deep understanding of children., She herself said in an article

for Every Child's Magazinei"Thcre is & freemasonry between all
children and myself, We speak the sare language, and understand
each other." The Pepper books are lively, the children are inter-
esting, and though somewhat prudish and goody-goody by modern stan-
dards, nonetheless they remain energetic and appealing. Although
ore critic lavels Harriett's language in the books "overworked

but sincere <and effective," her didactic tons "does not much diminish

the pleasurable impression of reality which one receives.," As a f

F

,Zrcsult of her simple, natural style, The Five Little Peppers and

‘How They Grew became one of the first genuine "bcstaellcrs,}{ﬁgg)bﬁ4 :
one of the most popular juveniles evsr wr%tten. Over 2,000,000 copies |
were s0ld in its first 50 years in print.” Harriett's putlishers
obviously hoped such phenomenal success would keesp repeating it-

selfffor they cheerfully predicted that The Five Little Peppers--in

the Little Erown douse was "foreordained to be th~ "best seller"

among American juveniles for 1907."15 /,

Harriett was determined not to continue the Pepper story, but
her readers' response changed her mind. When asked by her publisher
for a story of the Peppers grown up, she reﬁponded that she wcould

first write atout their growing up?7 In 1890 The Five Little Peppers

Midway appeared, followed by The Five Little Peppers Grown Up in 1892.

darriett intsanded that the series end there, but obvigusly changed

her min%)for in 1897 Phronsie Pepper appea:ed, dedicated

IN MEMORIAM. To my husband, who in-
spired wnatever is of worth in this,
and in all my books.

These later books, although succes=ful, never acheived the popu-

larity of the pirst. 20 _
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211 the time her Pepper books were appealing to children

all over the country, Harriett, with her huabanq)was pursuing
other interests as well. After their marriage they gadilived in
boarding houses in Cambridge or Boston. Then, one day in 1883
while on his way to work, Daniel noticed an ad in a newspaper for
the Hawthorne home, tne Wayside, in Concord, Mass. He stopped at
the real estate office, secured an option, aud that night dangled
the Key in Herriett's delighted face as he asked}“would Hawthorne's
house do?" So on 25 May 1883, for $5,000, the Lothrops bought the
Wayside. They were to hold the house for 82 years--longer than
any previous owner, among whom were Hawthorne and the Alcotts. The
Lothrops moved to Concord in 1883, when Harriett was almost 39.
They intended the home as a summer residence only, perhaps because
0f the bad commute to Boston during the winter months. It was at
the Wayside, on 27 July 18847that Harrieti's only child, Margaret
Mulford}was born. o, o

Both Daniel and Harriett shared a keen/?nteﬁst_in preserving
the past, and for that reason made as few changes as possible to
the Wayside. Harriett would spend part of her days writing in
either Hawthorne's tower study or'the sitting room. In the eveningr
she and her husband would discuss literary matters, or perhaps,
being of a social nature, entertain such friends as Edward Everett

Hale, Ju%%a Ward Howe, John Greenleaf Whittier and Oliver Wen{gil

f"_‘ ¥ L
Holmes. 4

In all, Harriett and Daniel spént nine summers at the Wayside

before his death. He had been in failing health for several years
when on 18 March 1892 he died in Boston ©m kidnéy disease,

After his death, Harriett managed his publishing company for two
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years, at which time it was sold-to three of Lotrrop's former em-
ployees)who changed its name to the Lothrop Fublishing Company. In
1904, it merged with another well-known Boston publisher, Lee and
Shepard, to become Lothrop, Lee and Shepard. The company continued
to publish Harriett's books, and to tuhis day Sti1}l exists as an im-
print of the Wm. Morrow Company.?f\

It appears that Harriett encountered soms financial problems

after the death of ler husband that caused her to rely more heavily

on the power of her pen to insure a living for hersslf and her

daughter. In a letter to Mr. [I. Butterworth of the Youth's Companion

(another extremely ‘popular juvenile magazine of the time) dated 22
Jan 1894 she says of her situation:

Our corporation made as you know, a volun-

tary assignment to protect all ita_creditors.

The glory a-d honour of my husband's 1ife-work
demanded this, I think, from us; so we did not
try to overcome the disastrous effects &f the
terrible financial depression, by borrowing more
money and running greater risk of involving
~-others. Now as it-isy all will be paid, dollar
for dollar, we feel sure...I ,am trying to make
some engagements to furnish sketches, poems,
stories, essays etc--or to supply a colum or
department in a magazine or periodical--I do

not refer of course to journalism--I never did a
line of such work, and have no capacity for it...
May I trouble you:- for any suggestions as to
literary work I might do, or places where I might
offer it. 40 :

After her husband's death, Harriett and her d«ughter spent more
time at the Waysidé. The winter of 1896-7 was the first they
spent there. Harriett was also involved in memorial p}ojecta to
her husbaad. On 8 July 1892, a bronze bust of Daniel Lothrop by
Samuel Kitson was unveiled. Two years later Harriett wrote to a
friend, detailing her plam to take "ths loﬁg music room, the one

that Mr. Hawthorae called his parlor for a Memorial Room for my hus-
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band. Im it are to be placed every book and magazine he ever
published. This room will also contain the thousaads of letters
I have rec'd of him and his work. Aad Lany other tributes together
#ith his brorze bust that you went with me to examine.™ ql

The 1890's mark another important event in Harriett's life.
On 16 Oct 1893 she was admitted to the Natiocnal Society of the
Daughters of the American Revolution, of which she became an active
memoer. Om 12 Oct 1894 she organized th:qfoncord chapter of the DAR,

7

and served as its regent for seven years.
Harriett, along with her husban%/had always been intsrested in

Patrictic causes. In 1835 she congeived the idea of a patriofic cr-
ganization for childreé)and at the 4th Continental Congress of the DAR)
held in Washington op 19 Feb 189%)she proposed the formation of just
such aa orgenization. On 5 kpril 1895 the Nationmal Societi:Children

of the Americarn Revolution was founded, with Harriett as its mational
presiaermt until 1901, and thereafter honorary presideat for 1ife.H17
darriett founded the society as a ﬁem;rial tp}her husband}whomshe said
"had so oftem spokem of the necessity for a patriotic society for

young people to be started in every city im the Uaited States."  The
purpose of NSCAR was "to give childrem a better and more extensive
kaowledge of American history aad of our government to makxe them more
respomsible aand understanding citizens. "tb%h1+drcn to the age of 22
were earolled as members, aud while some critics thoug?t it unwise

to "indoctrinate" such young childrea with patriotic pfﬁpoganda,

nonetheless the movement met with great success. Articles about it

appeared in the Washingtoa Times, Bostoa Trauscript and Harper's

MOnthlz)and withia two years of its formation it had 100 chapters.

—_———

Ome of them, th~ 01d North Bridge Society of Cbncori)was orgamized
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by Harriett om 11 May 1895. Harriett's daughter Margaret was number
Oore Or the natiomal membership list. Harriett wrote the CAR's com-
stitutior aand by-laws, arnd e;tablished requirements for membership
and chartering of local chapters. She also designed its irnsignia,
and theﬁiogo to haad the society's charter.q' he dilig:ntly searched
for am historic imcideat that could be illustrated for the latter,and
fiaally discovered am eyewitness account of the welcome given George
Washington im 1780 by the childrsm of Providence, R. I.. It is night-
time, and Washinmgtom is surrounded by torch-bearimg children calling
him "Father." Washington reportedly sai%j"We may be beaten;by t he
English; it is the chauce of war; but behold am army which they can
mever conquer." Although the story amd Harriett's suggestioms for a
sketch were accepted by the Natioma] Board of the CAR, she appareatly
had some problems with the firm commissioned to execute the desigm.
In a letter dated 5 Dec 1896 to the Bailey Bamks Biddle Company
Harriett laments:

The emclosed skdtch for headimg of

Charter it appears to me might have

been a Success, if the i?st?uctions q%

corcerning it had been carried out.
The artist had misumderstood her imstructioms that the sketch be of a
city at mightfall. Imstead, she claimed that their illustratiom
showed "a country femce and school house o6f moderm style, with a
flag flyimg!" She politely but firmly requested that they make the
- mecessary cnamges., Harriett Lothrop was to remain an active member of
the CAR all her life. Cn 22 Feb 1896 she brought to order its First
Naticomal Convention; ard durimg the Spanish~Americaﬂfmﬁr spondg;cd s
campaigr for youmg childrem to donate their allowaaces for candy im

order to buy items for the soldiers amd sallors. During(%EE:Lothrop
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dosated many complete sets of the twelve Pepper Looks to various
CAR chapters. These were read aloud while the childrem did war
relief wcrk. At her death CAR membership would mumber between
22-25000 it ZttLLf;gé;F*}’??
Farriett hdd other imterests as well, all equally patriotic
ard noble. She was imvolved im a campaigm to make corm the American
rational flower. Again, sh%&as following her husland's exainple im this,
as he had made this a favorite progect of his. Harriett wrote the
following tribute to the mighty corm:
Hail to thee, cora!
For wide &as the sea,
Are the waves of thy fields
O'er the laxd of the free.
#ith blessirg benignant
Thou crowaest our days
We choose thee our emblem
0, glorious maize! (74O
Sh= also supported the Indla{ cause, and in March of 1884 wrote

an article for wide Awake about a trip she took with her husbaad

and 54 others (imcludimg members of Congress) to the governmenﬁgrun
Carlisle School for Imdiam Pupils im Pennsyfvania. She wrote the
dccount im order that "we may all come somewhat more usderstand-
ingly to a clearer 'idea of the élaims of the Imdiam upoam us." Eﬂ

#e have cause to be grateful to Harrietﬁ)for as a result of
her xeem social comscieace amd interest ia historic pressrvatiom.
three Coscord lamdmarks have beea preserved. Qa 28 Oct 1899 she
toght the Ephraim W#ales Bull estate, "Grapevine Cotfﬁgjf awd after
much restoratiom dedicated it om 12 April 1900 &= a memorial to the

origimator of the Comcord grape. Im 1902 she purchased Orchard Housa,

homne of Louisa May Alcott/whel it was slated for destructiom. She

held the house for tea ycara uatil the Louisa May Alcott Memorial
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Association was established to maimtaim it. 24 March 1909 marks

the beginning% of Harriett's efforts to save the "0ld Tolmaa fdouse’

a colomial residemce im Comcord that later became the Chapter Head-
quarters of the Coacord DA.R.q

Harriett's sociable mature did mot wame as a result of her hus-

bawd's death. 3She ccatimued to hold literary amd historical gather-
lags at the Wayside, imcluding occasiomal iaformal meetiags of the
East Quarter Reading Circle led by Ellen Emersom, daughter of Ralph
Waldo Emerson. :She held large formal receptioas as well, organiziag
ome for Julia Ward Howe and Comcord politician Framk Samborm. DPer-
hap§ her most impressive effort was the fouizday Hawthorae Ceateaary,
commerating the 100th asmiversary of his birth. Exerc: ses took place
in July 1904 at the Wayside and imcluded the dedicatiom of a brorze
tablet set in a gramite boulder leadimg from the Wayside to the hill
behind itf; Many papers were read by people who had kmowa Hawthorxe,
aad a book giving.a complete account ?f the procsedings was later pub-

lished. Oae guest who attemded the Centemary said it was "a fitful <

fete which th= gewerosity,tact aad exquisite taste of Mrs. Lothrop
have eanabled us to emjoy om this celtenlial."c;Daughter Margaret was
2lso feted om her birthdays by her mother. These wers slsborate affairs,
a motable example of which is the emtertainmemt held for Mar-
garet's fourth birthday. A group of younmg girls who had been
taught their steps by Tlizabeth Palmer Peabody came dascimg down

. the hill behimd the Wayside amd aroumd the lawn. They %hEI circled
round am artificial rose im which sat little Margaret. She was then
called from the rose by the childrem. Despite  the charm sud =la-
borate wature of the routime, Margaret latef recalled that her

clearest memory was of her impatiemce as she waited to be relsased
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from the suffocatiag rose. '
Despite social imterruptioms, Harriett remaimed dedicated to
her career as a writer. Whew writiag, sne would curtail all social
activities amd devote about eight hours a day to hiﬁt?rOJQCt until
it was fimally completed. She wrote from %:gf;nd 19;12 ia the morm-
ing and 1-5 im the aftermcoa, always im lomghamd. The only as=-
pect of her writimg th-% she appears to have disliked was the
readimg of the proofs. She wrote other serials after the Peppers--
"A New Departure for Girls," "2illy awd the Captain" (1897) amd
"Peggy and Her Pamily." Perhaps mot so successful as her mext pub- ’;{
Fan

licatiom im Wide Awake after"The Five Little Peppers and How They

- 5rew! ‘was "Cousier Sallie's Weédding Slippers," Ia it a black child
and her mother speak im umiatelligible dialect while the white

characters spe=ak ig flawlssp Znglish. As ome critic succintly
furdan i A,,iﬁ.e:yj
state%,"ﬁlaa! She {did mot write great litsrature, but she did

90

Other well-krown bocks were What the Seven Did (1882),
- ’

write a lot!"

0ld Comcord: Her Highways azd 3ywaysf(1888@ revised 1892), aad

¥hittier With the Childrem, & _remimisceiace of the poet writtea

«fter his d=ath. She wrote some adult fictiom as well. The Goldew

West; as seem by the Ridgway Club was a fictiomalized account of a

trip New Englaaders take to Califoraia.that appeared im 1£86.

Little Maid of Comcord Towm appeared im 1898, aad its couaterpart

bittle Maid of Bostom Towa im 1910. Her last book published was
SR | ot 2

Cur Davie Peppery}n 1916. Im all, Harriett wrote about forty stories
! - - .[‘ -,
aad poems, mamy of them comceraimg patriotic subjects.ﬁq’ [HS,&-T ﬁ'c*m P g

After the turm of the ceatury, Harriett amd her daughter
travelled =xtemsively abroad. BEetweem 1900 amd 191C she made six

trips overseas, drewiag from her experiemces in order to write
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"he Five Little Feppers Abroed. Im 19C6 she aad Margaret visited

Sgypt amd Palestime;and duriag ome trip they followed Hazﬁhorne'a

footsteps in Rome/asing the Marble Fsum as a guidebook. However,

these were "workimg vacatious' as Harriett makes plain im a ICtEEE}

to Miss Jasquith from Germam ?l,dated 28 August 1910:

I have  eadeavored to write oftemer to

to you. But I am differeatly situated from
the ordimary tourist who travels for pleasure.
omly. My literary work is ever preseat with
ne--biddimg me to fresh exertioas amd greater

lr—ﬂ, toil. (O

Yo
But even well-established authorsiiikb "Margaret Siduey" eacounter

rejectiomn along the way. The editor of the Youth's Compamion, i=

a letter dated 17 August 19127returned .5 MS to her with the polite

refusal:

It has besm a pleasurs to have the priviliggé of
considering a story from your pem, and we'l
very much wish that we could report am
acceptaace. Uafortumately, however, it is
considerably too juvenile to be adapted to
Lf’— The Compsmion, and for this reasom it seems

mecessary to returm the MS to you. 6

Earriett's compalicnidu;ilgqall‘these/years wa= her daughter
Margar=t. She had graduated from Comcord High ia June.of 1900, and
in September 1901 emtered Smith College. She graduated from therein
1905 and later pursued graduate studies at Stanford Usmiversity
i{a Califormia. After 1915, Harriett begaa'to'spcld most of her
wimters im Califormia im order to be mear her daughter)who had
accepted a teachiag positiom at Staaford. Om 15 May 1918 Margaret
weat to Framce with the Red Cross to do civiliam war work. Harriett
comducted a volumifgious correspomdesce with her abseat daughter. A
sote writtem by Harriett om ome of Margaret's letter states that
by 20 Dept 1918 she had writtem forty letters to her daughter.

Margaret returaed to the U.S.-om 23 July 1919. Ul
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Harriett's later years were relatively umeveatful. She regu-
larly spest part of each year im Comcord. Although she belomged to
many clubs smad orgamizatioms, she mnever expressed interest im the
womenr's suffrage movement, Them, om 2 August 1924, while om a visit
to her daughter, Harriett Lothrop died im a hotel im Sam Framcisco.
She had beem im failimg health dwd had visited a hospital im Sam
Fraacisco shortly before her death)which was the result of heart
disease. TFumeral services were held im the All Saiats Episcopal
Church im Palo Alto om & August)wifh 4 memorial service ig Zoston
im November. Her body was cremated and the ashes interred im the
family plot ia Sleepy Hollow Cementary-il Comcord.
fo the end of her life Harriett Lothrop remained aw 'active and
energetic womam. Shortly begorefﬁheﬂgéigf;he had beea workimg on
atr nu L s :
am article om Fdgar Allam Poe. Thirty-three of her books were still
ia print whem—<he—disd, although most obituaries lote§ h:rAas,%h-
author of the famous Pepper books. plfortunately, her death may have
. _ . another literary'flgurg/
beex slightly overahamowed.by the passing o?/Joseph Conrad)wnose

obituary eclipses hers im the_3ostca Tramscript.

Ferhaps Harriett Lothrop did mot write great literature. Yet
she did make a mame for herself im the awmals of childrem's liter-

ature with The Five Little Peppers amd How They Grew. A testimoay

to its emduring popularity is foumdiim the fact that it is still ia
priat, 102 .years after it first appeared imn book form. Harriettfs
daughter Margaret 2id much-to keep-theimemory of her mother aad her
works alive. She returned to Comacord from Califoramia im 1932, and
devoted ner life to the preservation of'thF Wayside. It slso appears

that she ram a mail order Lusieess out of her home, sellimg pictures
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of her mother aad imscribed copies of the Pepper books to readers
who still wrote, expressimg their fomdaess for taem. Whea Margaret
died ia 1970, she left legacies to Smith amd Stanford, im the memory

of her father amd mothar. A "Phrousie Pepper Fund" was established

at Childrea's Hospital as well.(jb -
It was said of Haerriett Lothrop after her death:

Life each day was always a mew exper-
iemce, to be met cheerfully aad to be
enjoyed as much as possible. She had

@ fumd of storiss which she could tell
gaily aad effectively y=t deep in her
soul was amn almost Buritamical semse

of duty as well as a fesling of respou-
#ibility for others, especially for
childrea. (o}

Huarriett's sease of duty asd morality cam be seesm im the semtimea-
tal but cheerful Pepper books. Although they may seem old—fashio::__
ed t0 maay, mowetheless their charm remaims. Harriett's fomdaess
for childrea aud evident ability to commumicate with them made

the Peppsrs her most ermduring legacy. amd easure her a respectable
L4 E

positiom ia the history of childrea's literature.
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