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X. FOREVORD

mmmhmmmmm
house scquired by the perk project which dated prier te ATT5.
Title was transferred to the Hational Park Service om
Februayy 20, 1961 and during the following year the house
mt%ummmummmm-
tion office and the headgquarters for the Historic Americen
Buildings Survey summer student team. As part of this later
groups swumer projects, nine sheets of measured drawings of
the house were completed. Following minor repeirs, the house
was occupied by the park historien and his femily in November,
1961.

Research relating to this particular structure end
1ts occupents was undertaken by Historien Robert Romsheim in
Pebruary 1962. Architectural data was assembled during July
end August, 1962 by the author.

Historically, since the mid-nineteenth century, the
house has been referred to as "the Muzzey House." Through
his research of deeds, Mr. Ronsheim has esteblished Muzzey
family ownership of the house from 1783-k through 1849.

In 1775, the proposed interpretive date for the
perk project, the house was owned by Jacob Whittemore. »

Russell V. Keune
Architect i

Jenuary, 1963
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II. INTRODUCTION

The structure is the first of the histeric duildings
within the proposed park boundaries to undergoe a historical and
erchitectural study by members of the park staff.

Much has deen written about the events ef the opening
scenes of the American Revolution in the Lexingtom area but
very little documentary study has been found that deals with
structures related to these events; although mamy buildings
have been preserved, little documentary architectural material
other than occassionel references in wills, mventoriuind
some early photographs hayubanlocateduhiehrd‘ato
structures within the proposed park.

Although not of & neted erchitecturel style, these
structures are representative of a physical mﬂm in wvhich
those individuals connected with these events lived and worked.
As such, they are en important element in restoring the historie
scene.

mammmemufmmnrmm
historically significant building in the town of Lexingtom which
will be within the proposed perk boundaries.) It played no mejer
role in the events of April 19, 1775, so far as is kmown at the
time of this writing, but stood merely as & witness to the events
of that day.
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1. gmumaL |
[ The house end the sccampenying outbuildings com-
stituted cne of the many ferms suwrrouniing the town cemter af
Lexington. _
The house can be generally characterized by its
steeply pitched roof, messive cemtral brick chimney, symetrical

- plan, Jow ceiling heights, limited use of Georgian influenced

details and use of local native materials such as field stome,
wood and brick.

In plan, this house vhich is believed to have been
built prior te 1756, is representative of the period im this
erea. The fromt portiom ef the house has a full rectangular
shaped cellar, the first floor has a center entry ball with
undingstursmdhmm,mtoeitherlﬁcotthemtral
chimmey. The front second floor plean is identical to that of

At scme st1ll undetermined date, probsbly in either
the late eighteenth or early nineteenth century, a two story
woed eddition was constructed across the entire rear of the
house. This was followed by other additioms and alterations

,.(ﬂiustratlm Hos. 5 & 14). The house as it stands today 1s

a result of a c. 1950 remodeling.?

lcanmutim with Mr. Harald Dekone, August, 1962, Lincoln,

Massachusetts. (Mr. Delione remodeled rear portion of house,
installed a new heating system, built appendage to north, and
removed ell from the south elevation circa 1950).
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Tvo early documents have been located which refer
to this bullding, "Inventory of the Estate of Johm Muzsey,
Jenuary 1h, 3.185"-:1 mnmmnmcm

Muzzey, Jamusry 25, 184,73

uxmmwmmwwam
and bern. The only rooms within the house which eve specific-
ally identified ave the "West Chamber® and the "Cellar.®
Kitchen furniture is memticned but the reum is not specifieally
identified. The three areas indicated in this inventery (West
Chamber, Cellar end Kitchen) raise the question of whether the
bouse merely had & ane room plan, two stories high in 1785.
However, the writers use of the words "West Chanber” would
seeningly indfcste that he vas differemtisting this cheuber
from snother, perhsps the "East Chauber." Further investiga-
timdthemthwmmvmm
this matter.

The 184k inventory gives a more complete indication

. of the roams within the house; it else substantiates the ex-

istence of the rear addition in 184k. Those rocms identified
on the first floor include the "West Room™ (Room 8), "East
Room” (Room 2), "Kitchen" (a1l or & portion of Rooms 3, &, 5,

®Inventory, Estate John Muzzey, January 14, 1785, Recorded in
Middlesex County Courthouse. Probate Records, Number 15763,
Cambridge, Massachusetts, Copied by Historian Robert Ronshiem
MMINHPP.

: 3Invmtory, Real Estate, John Muzzey, Jemuary 25, 1844, Recorded

in Middlesex County Courthouse Probate Records, Fumber 38228,

‘Cambridge, Massachusetis, Copiles by Historian Robert Ronshiem,
MVNHPP

L]
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6, 7) =nd & "dackrocm” (ell removed in early 1950°'s (1)). The
second f1oor rooms indicated sre the "West Chamder” (Room 13),
"Bast Chember” (Room 9), and "Bed Chember® (all or a portiom
of Rooms 10, 31, 12). ,

¥o specific mention 1s made of & bern although &
quantity of produce snd tools which would be located in & bara
are listed. V |
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IV. FRESERT STATUS

mmumnamm.nm
m«mmum«,m&«
Massachusetts. It 15 owned by the United States Department
ef the Interior and is situated within the pooposed boundaries
of the Minute Men Netional Historical Perk.

Currently 1t is used as a private residence by a
meuber @f the park staff end his femily. Temporary park
mmmmmmmmw.
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V. DESCRIPTION OF EXTSTING CONDITIONS
A Bite '

The house 1s situsted Just west of “The Muff,” &
rallying point for British Regulers as they retvested from
Goncord towerds Boston; 1% feces southwest on the old Lexingtone
Concord ¥oed. The surrownding terrain comsists of low rolling
hills.

None of the present landscaping has any historieal
significance. An wndated photograph (1llustration No. 1) shows
tvo symuetrically placed elm trees in the fromt of the house,
both of which have since been removed. From the size of these
trees, it 1s likely they would date from the historicel period.
This particular placement of trees in freut of early houses
memuaemmutmm

B. Framing
1. Floors and Wells

ﬁxe principal structural framing. es can be seen
at this time, consists of hewn timbers, mortised, tennomed and
fastened with round, wood tresmeils. Only those freming
members visible at this time will be discussed; the detalls of
the interior well construction ave closed to emy study by the
existing interior and exterior finish surfaces.

The original portion ef the house is framed with
elght principel shouldered posts set in & sill, vhich in turn,
rests on top of the stome foundation; no enchorege is visible
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betveen the sill and foundatiom. Fouwr ¢f these posts are set

in the corpers of the house, two each are set at the frumt and
reer of the house in & line with the ends @f the central briek
chimney.

Front, rear, end and ohimmey gilrts frame into the
vertical posts at the first, secand and attic floor lines.
| Sumer beasns frame into the girts at the second snd
attic flogr levels. These appear %o be the largest framing
members within the structure and serve as the members which
suppert the floor Joists; the jolsts in turn suppers the fioor

The freming benesth the rear eddition, where visible,
muuammmmwamamwmmmm
Wmmmsm.

Steel lolly-colums have been introduced within the
cellar to supply additional structural support to the first floor
freaming system.

2. Roof

The original rpof had an equal gable; the remaining
originel freming consists of hewn, four by four end ¢ne half inch,
wood rafters spaced approximately three to four feet spert. There
ere no horizomtel purlins por is there a ridge-pole. The rafters
mlwdéo&ntsatthetidgevhichmhmw.
mennmdsammmmmﬁmmasmie,m;
wood, boxed cornice which returns sgainst the gable ends of the
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house. The horizombal, one inch thick, roof sheathing varies
1n width from nine to sixteen inches.

| The undsted ralsing of the rear partiem of the
rest on the original resr rafters. As in the origine) portiem,

' horizontal sheathing ves used to support the roof covering.

(11lustration Bo. 13).

6. Exterior
1. ¥Wel} Finishes

The exterior wall surfacing is modern, stained
(vrown), wood lapped clapboerds epplied with gradusted vertical
spacing, parrowest at the base to the widest at top. Horizomtal
wood sheathing, cne inch thick snd varying in width from twelve
to sixteen inches, can be seen in the gable ends of the attic
beneath the exterior clapboerds. The rear portion of the house
hes & medern wood shingle wall covering. (illustration No. 5).
' Vertical, painted (white), wood corner-boards ere

at the cormers of the house. A single, painted (white), wood

bargeboard exizts at the roof line of the geble ends of the

2. Windows

While some of the glass 1s from an early period,

none of the existing single hung wood window sesh sppears to

be originel. The first and second floor front windows have
12/12 1ights except the stairhell window which has 8/12 lights;
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the attic windows have 6/6 1ights. As viewed from the exterior,
portions of certain fremes appear to de original, especially
those porticms of the Jaubs and heads which are fastened with
treenails.,

| The window frames project beyend the exterior wall
surface and those gn the fromt of the house have a moulded
cornice; the window cornice on the second flooxr frent windows
is integrated vith the roof cornice. All of the windows have
hed modern aluminum storm sash added om the exterior. (illus-
tration No. 3).

3. Main Entry ”
mmmmucmammm

surface with a vertical flush board interior suwrface. The
m(mu)mhmtedmmmmim-wqmngu
uthamllﬁzgatthehntaﬂsmdhmsm;pinueMVm
into the door frame. The existing latch and lock eppear %0 be
later additions; markings om the door indicate the existence of
an earlier lock. The depth of the bottom rail indicates that
the door has had s sectiom of the base removed, perhaps when the
existing threshold was added.

The door is flanked by projecting, painted (white),
wood, tepered, fluted pilasters. The bases of the pilasters are
not eriginel. Overhead there is a flet classic wood entablature;
the freize is topped by dentils and a moulded msee;' (111us-
tration No. &),
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. Roof Finish

Asphalt shingles have been used for the present
roof covering. A sectisn sppesring ¢ be original unfinisbed
nad ives wood shingles yensins benesth the saised reer
porticm of the roof. mrm:m;u.nvcm\fm,
smooth shingles have five inches exposed to the westher and
are fastened %o the xoof sheathing with hend-wrought natls.
{11lustration Fo. 14).
| There s o gubter or downspout om the fromt

- portiom &f the houss. A modern wood gutter has been installed

across the reaxr additiom. e
5. Chimey

The central brick chimney contgins three open
fireplaces, one closed fireplace, a paossible fifth fireplace
vhichuobamdeMmtaltmum in the first floor
Kitchen and e chamber which is traditicually believed to be
the meal smoking chaxber.

The seven and cme half, by three and three quarters,
by two inch brick are laid up in common bond with moriar.
Projecting drip meaocmontﬁefrontandrearmw

the chimey sbove what was the original roof line. From

traces remalning on the brick above the early shingles, it
would appear that the exterior chimmey surface was pargeted

with a plaster finish at an earlier date.
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In comparing older photographs with existing
conditions, 1t is evident that the chimmey czp has beem re-
vorked, (illustration Nes. 3 spd k). |
6. rnmw;mm _
; mm,smwspcMcmuwW.
in existence in 1775 1s wiknown at this time. To the nerth of

the house, beneath the present garage, are the remains of &
rectangular shaped foundation of an earlier building. Below
grade the walls are constructed of field stome laid up dry in
a randon pattern; sbove grade, where remaining, the foundations
are constructed ef brick laid up in comon bond. The walls are
hunmnsdaG’wofoouupu. What appears as an earth ramp
leads off the east end of the foundetion.

B. Interior

1. Cellar
A full rectangular cellar extends beneath the

original house; a crawl space is provided under the rear porticm.
The foundation walls are built of field stones leid in a random

pattern. Interior surfaces of all ¢f the walls have been pargeted
and painted (white). The present floor swrfacing is concrete,
The centrel chimmey foundation is comstructed of e stone wall
built parallel to the rear stone foundation wall. The six end

one half feet between these stone walls are spanned by eight by
nine inch timbers placed adjacent to one enother. Thé northwest
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end of this foundation is closed by a drick wall. (11lustratiom
“' 8’:
Peint lipes (white) snd brokem lathing mails gu the

underside of the Tirst floor freming indicate that & portion of

the eest end of the basement was partitiomed off intg a separste

Vhere visible on the exterior, the stome foundatiom
projects spproximately one foot above the existing grade line.
AllL three windgws in the cellar bave concrete areaways around
the exteriar.

The exterior cellar steirs and bulkhead retaining
vl aie scuntenstel gl Wtuk. Dot Ve IeRel i St
wood doors are of a recent date although porticns of the dpor
freme sppeer to be early. (illustretion No. 7).

2. Room 1

One wall has a painted (blue) plaster surface sbove
& two feet two inch high, flush, horizontel painted (white),
wood weinscot; the fourth wall comsists of the painted (white)

wood staircese. The ceiling is of a recent date and is painted

(white) plaster. The existing flooting is a recent replacement
1s1a over a plywood base.

3. Boow 2

. The painted (red) wood plank finish floor in this
room mppeers to be original, however, as seen from the cellar
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the floar boards msy have beem yeversed. The corner posts,
girts and sumer beanm all project into the room and are boxed
in with painted (white), beaded casing. The vindov sash is of
& recent date; the remeining four panel wood door appears %o
be eriginsl. %he three plastered walls have recently received
mmmmm:tbawuhhmamted(w).m
wood chatr rell two fest four fnches sbove the floor and &
peinted (white), six inch high, moulded, ool beseboerd. The
chimney well is finished in rafsed pemeling, floor to ceiling,
painted (white), and has e moulded wood cornice with demtils.
A moulded, wood swround is found around the brick fireplace
_opening. (1llustretion Bo. 10). .

k. Rooms 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7T

The visible interior and exterior portions of
ti:esemoms ere all of e recent date end ere not related to
the historieal period. -
5. Romm 8 |

As in Room 2, three walls have painted (grey)
plaster surfaces, the existing finish surfece being of a re-
centdgte. The chimney well has raised, floor to ceiling wood
peneling; the paint has been removed from this surface. A
horizontel, twe foot four inch high, flush, peinted (white),
wood wainscot 1s found at the base of the three plastered walls
together with a moulded, painted (white) wood, chair rail end a
six inch high moulded, peinted {white), wood baseboard.
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The prajecting corner posts, girts and swmer
bean all have beaded edges. The flooring 45 a yecent rye-
Pplacement which is 1sid over & plywood base.

The open fireplace and hearth are of brick; &
noulded, wood surround exists et the sides snd top of the
fireplace opening. (1llwstrstion No. 11).

6. Stairs

e s

The malp stairs sre situated bDetween the fromt

~ entry door and the fromt face of the central brick chimpey.

The straight rum, wood stairs between the first
floor and cellar have been altered. The extent of the elter-
ations are umkmown ot this time, although the major chenge
seems to have been in the direction of the run. Ancther
former door, which sppears to have lead to the cellar stairs,
can be seen bencsth the stalrcase in the first floor entry.
The treads of the cellar stair are of a recent date; the
carrisges are yough hewn members and appear %0 be earlier.

The triple run stairs from the first to the
second floor has becn altered. The open stalr with two
lendings is framed into two heavy mewel posts. It has a
moulded, painted (brown), wood handrail and painted (white),
chanmbers, wood balusters. (illustration No. 9).

The double run stairs commecting the second
floor end ettic are enclosed and paiuted (vhite), vertleal,
vood boards. This stelr bas no handrail.
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The gutline of a former rear stairwey is out-
lined in the floaring in Reoms ¥ snd 12.

¥. Boom 9 ,

With the exception of the modern storage closed
end Goor on the mortheast well, the window sosh in each of
the three windows and the modern, painted (white - twrquolse)
plaster suwrfaces on the walls and ceiling, the fabric within
thie room appears unsliered. The cormer posis, girts amd
supmer beam all project into the room; a1l of these menmbers
are unfiniched except for painting (white) end a rough
chamfered edge. The chimney well consists of peinted (white),
vertical, wood planks. The painted (red) wood plank floor
appears'iobeeriginalas does the open brick fireplace and
hearth. Fragments ¢of plester facing remeir around the fire-
place opening. (illustration Fo. 12).

It is guestionable whether or not this room
alwvays had a plester finish ceiling. As viewed through the
attic floor boards, the attic floor joisie are vhitewashed;
thiarwuld indicate an earlier unfinished ceiling.

8. Rooms 10, 11 and 12

All of @e visible interior and exterior portions
of these rooms, together with the comnecting hall, eppear to
be products of a recent remodeling. The only fabric which
apesrs 0 be of en early dste is the painted (vhite), tws
section, wood panel door mounted in the Lall closet opening.
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9. BRoom 13 |
The cnly visible remaining original fabric in this
room eppears to be the two doors on either gide of the southeast
vall. A concrete covered hearth indicates the existence of &
cleeed fireplace. As in Room 9, the framing projects inte the
room snd is unfinished except for palnting (white), and a rough
chemfer. Tne flooring is marrow in width &nd higher in elevation
than thet in the other rooms on this floor.
10. Hexdware
A considerable varlety of hardwere types end styles
ere in evidence throughout the house. Hand wrought nails are in
evidence in the attic, second and first floor fleoring, end in
the basement f the front portion of the heuse. Those nails,
visible et this time, in the resr addition sppeer to be cut nails.
Berly HL, H, dove tail and strep hinges, together with thmb
latches exist in the fromt portion eof the house. Modern repro-
Guctions of some of these types have been used in the remodeling
of the rear addition. Iron mounting eyes for the fireplace cyreane
are loceted in the fireplace in Roam 2. |
L. Attlc
With the exception of the random width, unfinished,
wood flooring, the attic is wnfinished. The window framing and

sash are recent replacements.
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12. Eectrical and Plumbing
The house has a modern electricel system and the
hot water heating system is ¢il fired. Two oil tenks, one ia
the basement end the otber buried in the yard te the north of
the house, Frovide fuel starsge. A modern plurbing system
hes been incorporated imto the resr addition end in conjunc-
tion with this, & septic tank and leaching fisld has been in-
stamdwtsmthem&mateomerwmm.
13. Appendages
The visible interior and exterior portiens of
ell of the existing appendages ere of no historieel eignifi-
cance. Certain exposed framing members used in the existing
wageuwmrtises,rmhmmgppeartohawbeenw
in some earlier structure.
'ﬁothinsmefthemarﬁngwhichappem
4n the esvly shotearaie-  (iinstretton Moo, 3 @l 8}
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VI. RECOMMENDATTONS

The two alternative park uses for this structure
ave 1) as a house museum snd 2) as park staff housing. The
extent of the erchitectural imvestigatiom will depend eon
mch&MMmunM. Its use as & museum
w%n@mnwmummammu'
the structiise; ite use as housing will place the emphesis
of the investigation work on the exterior with identifica~
tion of original interior febrie end possible incorperation
of it into the modern facilities.

In keeping with the Master Plan, it is recofmended
that the year 1775 be used as e restorstion guideline date.

The lack of architectural documentation will place
the emphasis on the investigation of the remaining physical
evidence within the structure prior to the preparation of any

It is recommended that the architectural investiga- :
tion of the structure be conducted prior to the preperation
of the Part IT Repert.



ILIUSTRATION NO. 1 ‘
Viev from west, undated yhotograph, assumed to

dste from 1880's or 90's. | BT F / a4 )\,{Q(«;

Note: mmammmuwm |

edditions, ell on soutlwest facade, corbeled brick

chimmey cap, symmetrieelly placed elm trees.

Negative from original photograph fn possessiom of Mr.

V; Nelsen, Lincoln, Massachusetts.

wnknown

Photograpber
Neg. No. MAWPP 62-1
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ILLUSTRATION 8O. 2

View from south, 1923
Fote: Outbutldings end sdditions to northwest, ell
¢n southuest facals, notation on back of original

rmm'mmwm'

"This house s ox north side sbout 400 feet beyond
the Eluff. Xnown in recent years as the Saville
farm - Garvin."r

Originel photogreph in "Burr Chureb” - Fegative and
Prints Collection, Iexingten Historical Soeiety,
Lexington, Massaclmsetts. FPhotograph mumber 2118,
Use of photo, courtesy, lLexington Histerical Bociety.

Copy Neg. Fo. EODC 3816
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TLLUSTRATTON NO. 3
View from soutbwest, 1561
Note: Rxisting conditioms,

Phote: Mr, Cervin Rebinson, for HARS, 1961
Neg. No. MMRHPY 61-1.

.






TLLOSTRATTON N0, 5

View from north, 1962
Note: Extensive altarations te rear of original
section of house, appendages. |

Pboto: Jack E. Boucher, 1962
Mohm@-a .
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ILLUSTRATION N0. &

Main Entry, 1961
Note: Screen door, thresheld and base of pilasters
are all recent additions oxr replacements, granite
steps.

Photo: Cervin Robinscom, for HABS, 1961
Neg. No. MMNHPP 61-2
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TLIUSTRATION NO. 6

Exterior cellar stairs, 1962
Note: Brick steps, random fieldstome cellar valls,
bewn wood framing s41l.

Photo: Jack E. Boucher, 1962
Neg. No. MNEPP 62-3
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- ILIUSTRATION NO. T

Foundation, cemtral brick chimmey, 1962
Note: BStone foundation walls, hewn timber beams

supperting brick chimney.

Photo: Jack E. Boucher, 1962
Neg. No. MMNHPP 62-4






ILLUSTRATION NO. 8
Room 1, central stair, 1962
Note: Former door under second stair landing.

Photo: Jack E. Boucher, 1962
Neg. No. MMNHPP 62-5

-






ILLUSTRATION NO. 9

 View of fireplace wall in Room 2, 1961
Note: Painted wood peneling, cornice and flooring,
door removed from left opening, encased summer beam,
newplastu'cd,linc.

Photo: Cervin Robinson, for HABS, 1961
Neg- NO. m 61-3

’ Jr_i.-wu -z
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ILLUSTRATION NO. 10
v:levorlfhfephocwinaom&m

Note: mzmmm,mmm.

flooring new, door removed frem right opening.

Photo: Cervin Robinsen, for HABS, 1961
Neg. No. MMNHPP 61-k






TLLOSTRATTON N0, 11

Room 9, fireplace wall, 1962
Fote: Projecting hewn framing, plank fleor and
walls, strap hinges on left door. |

Photo: Jack E. Boucher, 1962
Neg. No. MMNHPP 62-6
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JLLUSTRATION NO, 12

View of slterations in roof framing, 1962
Note: Original rear portion of geble (un) with
remaining sheathing, raised portien of reof over
rear addition (right).

Phote: Jack E. Boucher, 1962
Neg. No. MMNHPP 62-T
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ILLUSTRATION NO. 13

Original reof shingles, 1962
Note: Hewn roof rafters, sheathing, shingles,

Photo: Jack E. Boucher, 1962
Neg. No. MMNHPP 62-8
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ILLUSTRATION NO. 1k

Measured drawings, Historic American Buildings Survey,
Minute Men Project I, 1961.
Delineators: Stulent Architecte, E. A. Bing, Harvard University;
T. A. McCormick, University of Illinois; R. H. Swilley, University
of Florida; under direction of Professor F. B. Reeves, University

of Florida.
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THE JACOB WHITTEMORE HOUSE

21 MARRETT STREET LEXINGTON MIDDLESEX COUNTY

MASSACUUSETTS
MINUTE MAN  NATIONAL LISTORICAL DARK

BUILT DLRIOR. TO 1756,
AND FATHER OF ISAAC
onEsN , APRDIL  ®

i
THE WHITTEMOLE HOUSE 15 NOTABLE A®  THE
5MLJZZE-\’ W-Q oien IN THE SUIRMISH
1778, L

HOUSE |6 SITUATED
REGULANS AS THEY NETREATED DowN
TU® LousE |1e

ADPRANS O Lave

i | y
LOMB ©OF MINUTE MAN JOMN MUTZEY
WITH BRITISKW nREGULANS ON LEXINGTON

JUST WEBST oOF 'THE BLUFE'" , QALLYING POINT FOML THR'  BRITISM
THE  LEXINGTON ROAD FROM COMNCONRD .
THE oMLY NEBMAINMING HISTORIC STRUCTURE ALOMG THE BATTLE NOAD 1M LExivaTensd s 1T
ONIGINALLY BEEN BUILT A4 4 ONE- TROOM DEEP LOUSE WITH A LITCHEA SWLBD AND LOST AW
I'T WAS PUNCHABED B~ TUN US. NATIONAL
HiSTPRIGAL. PARK . :

PARK SERVICE 1960 A8 A PART OF THE MINMUTE MAMN NATIOMAL
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