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Conversatlon with Mr. W. Newtom liclson of Lincoln,
Messechusetis on' October 1962, revenled thet the Josiah
Helson iIou‘ts.e buﬁled to the Q‘omd on July &, 1508.

The site upon which the hovse stoed and over eight
acres of sul*x'o&m Lend verce seguiyed by the lationel Perk
Service by tram:i‘c,z froa the United Stotes Aly Force and
designated_g' Ifcrbioml Hiaﬁoric Site, Auril 14, 1959. The
site designation ended after Minute Men Wationel Eistorical
Park was authorized by Act of Congress P September, 1959.

Until Avgust 1952, only general maintenance hed
been perfovmed on the property. The bouse site was almost
capletely obscured by & heavy overgrouvth of trees and
ground vegetation. During the letter part of August the
trecs were ramoved and the vegetation cut; loose erchitectural
ertifacts were: removed from the site, tagpged end stored in a
facility within the park.

The author wishes to express hic eppreclation to
Mr. and Mrs. ¥. Hewton Nelson for their assistence in the
preparation of this report and for the loem of certain of the
photogrephs which ere reproduced herein. Joslah Nelson was
the grest-grest grandfather of Mr. W. Fewbon Nelsonm.

Pussell V. Keune
Architect
February 1963
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11, GEWERAL

The Josian Yeloon House wes & povt of the Nelsom
farm in North Lincoln. The owner end occupant wes a nenber
of the Lincoln Minute Men and was the lndividual responsible
Tor spreading the slamm %o the towm of Bedford on the morning
of April 19, 1775, Prior to this asction, the yoad in frond
of his .homo wes the scene of en encounter between himself
end the British officers who had capibured Paul Revere, &
peddler and Lexington scouts aepproxinately & quarter of a
mile farther west on the County Road who were retwrning with
thelr prisoners towards Lexingten. It was during this en-
counter that the first blood of the Revolution wes drawn,
when Nelson was struck an the exrown of his head by the sword
of a British Oﬁ‘icer.l

The earliest documentery evidence uncovered to
date that shows e house on this site 1s & Lincoln tovm map
of 1758; the mep notes the bouse as “"Josish Felson .2

lInterim Report of the Bostom Eutionsl Historie Sites
Cormission Pertaining to the Lexington-Concord Battle Roed,
House Document lio. 57, United States Goveroment Printing
Office, Washington, 1959, p.33.

2up plen of the town of Lincoln es it vas taken by Stephen
Hosmer vhich containz S493 acres and 70 rods Surveyed April
1758 wvhich to the Gentlemen Selectmen of Seid Lincoln &8s
Eereby Submitted by their very Humble Surveyor, Stephen Hosber.
Laid Dovn by Scele 110 Rods to an Inch.” (Griginal mep in care
of Iincoln Historical Society, Public Library, Lincoln,
Massachusetts),
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2
From vll evidence avalleble at this timo, it is
likely that the wood frame house was two stories in height
with & garret and stone celler, hed m equal goble roof and
wag rectangulexr in plen with one room o0 either side of a
central brick chimmey. |
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I1X., DPRESENT STATUS

The house foundations and survounding property are
ovned by the Unitcd States Depwrtwent of the Interior and
are within tho approved boundaries for the lMinute Men Notioneld
Historicol Poxk. The house site is situsted é,p;:z'o:chmtely 1200
back from ifelson load, widch is historically inown o5 the
"County” or the Country Road".3

+




IV. DESCRIPIION OF IXISTING CONDITIONS

A Slte
The pertielly visible cellay remaings snd a mound of
crunbled brick coverad with golil end leaves are all thot are
left of the house (Sce Illustration Ho. 4). Sections of
ut_one vallo enclocing the property sre alse in ¢vidence. The
exlsting leandscepe hous no known nistorical significence.
B. Architectural Artifacts

 Ttems which have been removed fram the celler and
surrounding eres include the followings 1) charred tivbers,
2) whole end broken brick end 3) one andiron. ¥ach of these
iteus were‘tagged and stored for fubwre reference. Because
of the long exposurc to the weather, the remaining timbers
vere badly decayed. In the process of removing the loose
brick, the owtline of e remaining first floor fireplace be-
cane evident; £0 &5 not to disturb this eny fuxther, 1t wes
recovered with loose soil until such timec a8 o more complete

study may be wndertaken.



Se
V. ARCHITECTURAL DATA AVATLABLE FRG FARLY PHOTOGRAPHS

A+ Bxteriow
1. Roof Finish
The equal geble roof wes covered with wood shingles:
" twenty-nine courses of which sre visible on the front slope.
The edge of the voof wvas finlshed in e moulded wood cornice which
Goes not gppear 0 roturn egainst the gable ends of the house.
There 18 no gutter or downaepout vigible in any of the photograophs
(see TMlustration Nos. 1 & 2).
2, ‘ Chimmey
The house had a central brick chimmey; that portion
ebove the rool neak rising elghteen courses and having &
corbeled brick chirney cap. Both the front end rear faces of
the chimey bed & cinzle projecting brick drip course at the
roof line. Brick recovered from the site average 1-3/4" x
3-1/2" x 7-1/2".
3. Well Fintshes
The south end east walls hod wood clapboards; forty-
two couwrses of clepboards are vieible on the south elevation.
(See Mlustretion Koz. 1 & 2). The outline of what may bave
been & vertical wood corner boerd is visible et the west end
of the house, The house vas set close o grade and had a wood
baseboerd below the tottom course of clapboards.
4. Main Entry |
The entry faced south end consisted of a six panel,
wood door, the upper tuwo panels of which sppear 10 have bad



6.
glass at the t:imse the photograph was taken. The door was
{lanked by a projecting frame and a pedimented heed, which
hes moulded trim. The door 8ill consisted of a wood threshold
gbove one granite step (see Illustration No. 2). The granite
step shown in the photogreph remelns at the site.

The gouth elevetion had {ive double hung windovs,
one t0 either side of the main entry and three on the second
floor. With the exception of the cer}ter, second floor window,
which hsd /6 11@1;3, all the others had 8/12 lights. The
frames eppear to project beyond the face of the wall end each
of the window heads led & mcalded cornlce, those of the
second floor windows being integral with the Dase of the roof
cornice. The east clevation hed three windows, one on each
of the two flcoors end one in the garret." ¥r. W. N. Helson
stated that the north elevetion hed nc; windcws.

B. Interior
1. Frening

From the large nuiber end sicze of the charred
tirbers remairing ot the site following tha fire (see
Illustration Fo. 3) end the local construction practices, it
would seem likely thet the house was framed wvith hewn, mortise
end tenon wood freming menbers.

hneraey, Frenk Wilson Chemey, Heroes of the Battle ME 1&;
Boston, 1930. Photograph taken by George 3
end of the house. ;




T
2. Plens

Although no documentary date has been found
at the time of this writlng regarding the Interior plems, it
vould eppear from the photographs availsble and the scale of
the visible remains of the cellar as comared with other
local examples of houses thef the house wes one room desp
with one roan to elther 5ide of a eeniral brick chirmey.

At this point 1t 18 not clear whether the house had & full
or merely e half cellar under the east portion of the house.
Mr. Nelson recells ro €1l to the rear.

3. Fireplaces

IT the chimney construction followed the
general locel pettern, it 1s likely thaet the central brick
chimney consisted of fouxr fireplaces; an oven and a meat
chomber. The corner of the corbeled brick hearth for the
second floor east room $s visible in one of the photographs,
(see Mlusiration Ko. 3).

Evidence visidble in the photosraph taken
following the burning of the house clearly shows the location
of at least onae set of stalrs that would have been found with-
in the house. The outline of a stalr carrisge is visible on
the front face of the chirmey, showing both the risers and
the treads. It is likely a triple nan wood stalr vas situated
in the space between the front door end the central brick
chimpey (see Xllustration No. 3).
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8.

5. Room Finishes

‘The west surface of the brick chirmey appears
to have & plester finich ab the sscond floor level (see
Illustration Ho. 3), Mr. Nelson reculls ane of the rooms
having wond paneling on the fireélace wall,
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VI. RECOMMENDATIONS

Following the comple‘!;ion and approvel of both the
Architectursel. and Historicael Data Sectlons, Part I Reports,
it 48 recommended that an archeclogicel investigation be
conducted at the house site to determine the extent of the
foundatlons end 40 expose the central brick chimey reniains.
Folloving this investigetion, 1t is recaxmended that the
cellar foundation walle be stabllized for future interpretive

use.,




JLLUSTRATIOR 0. 1

View from southeast, prior to 1908.
Hote: First floor enst goble window visible behind
trae, character of stone wall construction. Fhoto
copics from photograph in possesusion of Mr. emd Mrs.
Y. Howton Nelsau, Lincoln, Matsachusetis.

Puoto: George A. Relson
Copy Leg. lo. BODC 3853






ILLUSTRATION I0. 2

Viewr from sowth, rricr to 1908.
Tiote: corbeled brick chimney ccp, shingle roof |
covering, leck of corper boords, roulded window
head cornice, pedimentzd heed of main entry, west
end of barn visidle st right side of pleture.

Photo copied from photograpk in pescessian of Mr.
and Mrs. ¥. Rewbton lielson, limcoln, Messachucetis.

Fhoto: George A. leleon
Copy licge Fo. EODC 3500






ILLUSTRATION W0, 3

View froa southwest, taken after fire
of 1508,
Mote: projecting drip courses on front end reayr
face of chimney, corieled dbrick hearth on east
face of chimmeoy, outling of stalr cerrispe on
south face of chimmey, cherred framing tirbees
arownd gite, west onl aof barn visidls belind
chimmey. Fhoto copleld frxom photograyh in posaession
of Mr. end Mes. V. Fewrcom lielsan, Lincoln, Mass.

Photo: George A. Helson
Copy Heg. Ro. EOBC 35CL







ITIUSTRATION NO. &4
House site, view fraw south, 1962.

Tiote: mound to left cf victwe s chimmsy base
remains, depressicn to left is easi portiom of
cellor remadns, victure teen prior to clearing
of vegetation cover.

Photo: Jack E. Douchsr, 1902
Copy Feg. No. ECGDC 3502
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JLLUSTRATION KO. 5

Location plen, 1952
Delineator: Russell V. Kewnc, 1502
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