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I. !._OH~~ 

Conver$(l.tion vl th Mr. W. N¢'..rton liclGon oi' Lincoln, 

Mo.ssechw:;ett_a on October l962, revco1ed that the JC>:lillh 
. . 

. . 

Nelson lrouae bu.1."'Ue'J. to the ground. on J~ 41 1908. 

Tiie eite ur.>on ·which the honse atcod imcl over eight 

acres of sw.•i·ottriding lend were acg.ui::;cd ~J t ho Uationa.l Pe.rl-t 

Service by transtei~ i"'l"Om the United s~tes AU' Force anl 

derd.$llated a. R~ionel. lll.etortc Site, A;tril 14,, 1959· Th~ 
"::p . :~: .. ~ . . • j •• • • ., • .. : • • • • -.· 

site deaiinatifu ciltM nftao llinute Mon ~tionol. Ristorl.cel. 

Park lraG authorized by Act of Conet·esa in Scytc::mber, 1959. 

tJnt.iJ.. A-~-vst 1962, only genera:t. rua.intenm1ce he.d 

eround vegetation. Dt.'1"1..ng the letter part of Aue;ust the 

trees were 1"emO'Vc--d. end. the vegetation cut; loose architectural 

e.rtt.t"e.cts Wl'e raooved. from the s! te, tagced end stored in a 

:f'acill ty vi thin the J?Qrk. 

The author wlslles to expres:l his appreciation to 

Mr. end Mrs. w. Itewton IVelson for their assistance in the 

preparation aJ: this report ond for the loan of certain o£ the 

}>hotogr~phs vh.tch are reproduced hel·ein. Josiah nelson vaa 

tho great~ 1¢m<li'ather ~Mr. w. Newton I1cl.son. 

Russell v. Keune 
Arcllltect 
Februa.ly 1963 
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II. Gm~ 

The JosiM !felaon Eouse was a. :pol-t or tho Nelson 

farm in North Lincoln. The owner end occupa.llt we.s a member 

o£ the Lincoln Minttte Men ~ wM the ind.i vidunl l'eBl)()Wlible 

for sprcadillll the ~:i to the t°'·m of Bedford on the morn::in3 

or .April 19, 1175. P.rior to this action, the l'Oa,(l in front 

of bis hamo wca the E;:cene of en ~tc.oi;mter between himsel.t' 

and the British ot:ricera who had ca.:i;rt;ured Pau1 Revere, a 

ped.dlqr nnd Lex:tngton scouts approximate]¥ a quarter of a 

mile farther west on the county Road '1110 were return!ne with 

their prinonei·s tO\mrds tmi'...i~on. It 'ros <luring this en .. 

<!Ounter that the first blood of the Revolution m.s drawn, 

when Nelson uas Gtruck on the crown of his head by the sword 

o£ a 'British Qri'icer.1 

'l'he corllest docUI!lelltery evidence uncovered to 

date that shorro a house on this site is a Lincoln town ma,p 

or 1758; tba map notes the house es 11Josieh Nelson" .2 

1xntenm Report ar the Bos-;;~ons1 Bistorl.£..§._~ 
COI:Diaaion Perta1.ni..na_j;o the Le.~t:Qoncm"d :Ba:ttle Road, 
House Document no. 5'11 united States ~t Printitlg 
Office, Washington, 19591 p.33. 

2"A pl.on ot the tow of Lincoln ns it was taken by Stephen 
Hosoer which containa 9493 acres and. 10 rods SurVeyed .April 
1758 which to the Gentlemen Sel.ec'b!len of Sllid Lincoln is 
Hereby 8ubn1 tted by their very Humble Surveyor, stepheD Boame:t. 
Laid Dovn by Scale llO Rods to an Inch." (CD:1ginal. :map 1n care 
of' Lincoln Hiator1cal. SOciety, Public Librm.71 Lincoln, 
Massachusetts). 

·. 
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F.t"Om all e'Vi.dence avn.:llable at this timo, 1 t is 

likely that the wood frame houso vaa ttro storieo in lle.18ht 

tr!th 8 sar:rc·t and stone cellar, bad an equnl sable i·oot and 

waa l'ectWlGulm" in plt.m ui th one room to ei thel' side of a 

central brick ch:L:lllCy. 

--
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III. PR1''.SEtf2 STA'1.US - ·-·------·-
Tl1e ho~o i'ound.ationa and. aw:'l'oundiri-G property are 

owned by the t.'11itcd. States De~-tmcmt of the Interior tmd. 

t'.re \rl thin tho S.J;1ri1·ovcc1. boundaries for the l~nu-'"t..e 1-W.n Nution&l. 

lilstoricoJ. Po.rk. The lloU1::>e ::;i·tc is situntod ~.vr.>roxiluatel;y 120' 

ba.c:k i'"•·atn lTelso~1 I:oa.J.,, uldch i~ hitit<Jric...'1.i.J.y blown as the 

11 County'' or the :'Country f.oad11 .3 
. ; 
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VI. DFZCRIP.CIO!t OF EXISTING COHDITION:J 

!rile pe:rtiel.'l-¥ Visible ccllar rc.ua.ina Md a mound o:f 

ci~un.ibled b1~1ck covered tl'i.th eoil r.l:ll:1 leaves w:e all tht.\t are 

left of' the house (sea Illustration Ho. 4). Sections o£ 

otone uallo enclod.l')C the pr operty s;ea aloo. in ·c;;vidonce. !l'ho 

D. Arclrl. tectl.u:•al. .Artifacts --- ,,_..._ ------
Items which lu.lve 'bean l'emovcd. rrom the cellar and 

, , sui~ area include the following a l) charred timbers 1 

2) ,.,hole tmd broken brick e.nd. 3) one 311di1·on. .Each of these 

items were teae;ed c.nd atored for £utui·e rcl'ercnce. Because 

Qf the lot1g exposuro to ·i;he veather1 the remaining timbers 

were badly decayed. In the proceas Qf ~vi.ng the loose 

brick, the o-\l'tUne o-f v. ~ing first floor fire~e be• 

came evident;- eo as no-i- to disturb th13 &r¥ f'u:rther1 it vaa 

recovered vith loose soil until. auch time as a more ·complete 

'· 

-------- - ---
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V. J.\RCl:.l!TECTURAL DATA AVAILABLE FROM EARLY PllOTOORAPHS ---·--·-.... - ._..-...., _____ _.._..,... 

A. ~!or 
-~-

l. ~~-~.nish 

The cq.ua1 gable :roof wa.s covered. with wood shill81.es,; 

twenty-nine cou.."'Gc-S oi' which ti.re visible on tbQ front slope. 

The erlga of the i·oot mw :fi11ishcd in ~ r+10ulded wood cornice which 

does no-t ap1">Cru. .. tA> rc·cvrn aga.iMt the @l.ble enc1s of the llOuse. 

!Giere :ta no gutter or downspout visible in ~ ot the pb.otogrlla(he 

(see Illu.etratian l~os. l & 2). 

2. 

T".:.ie 1101.::se had. n ccntra1 b1·ick chinneyJ that portion 

ebove the roo:r !1CtE l'if',ill3 eighteen coLU'Ges Cllld hn.Vins a 

corbeled brick chir.ney- cap. Doth the front and rear faqea of 

the chimney had a Gilu1e FOjecti.Jlg brick dr:lp cou.rse at the 

roof line. lh-1ck recovered f:ro.':l the site average 1-3/4" x 

3 .. 1/2" x 1-1/2·•. 

3. Wa.}lJi'inJ.Gbes 

!rhe south and east walls hGJi wood clapbonrdsJ fort)r• 

two courses oi' clapboards m.·e v"isibl.e on the south elevation. 

(See !llu.atre.tion l~oo. 1 & 2). 'i'he outline of what ~have 

been a vertical. uood c..-onier boa.rd is visible et the vest end 

or th3 house. The house vss set close to grade end bed a vood. 

base'bom-d below the bottom course of: cl.apboard.s. 

4. ~ EntJ:Y. 

ihe entry faced south end consisted ~ a six punel, 

vood dOOr I the upper' ~ pane] 8 of Vbich appeal' to have ha4 
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glass at th~ time the photograph was ta..'-'en. The door ~ 

i'lanlred. by a proJecting frame end a pedimented head, which 

6. 

he.8 roul.ded ·trim. The door sill consisted of a vood threshold 

above one granite step {see lllustru;tion llo. 2). Th<'.l Sl'allita 

step shown in the l?hotogra.ph re1T'.cl.ns at the site. 

5. Wind_2:1! 

The so1.tth elevation had i'i Ye double hung wind.ow 1 

one to either sid~ o£ the Jr.ain entry and three on the second 

floor. . With tho eAce1>tion or the center, second floor windw 1 

Yhich had 6/6 lit;hta, WJ. the others had 8/'l2. lights. 1be 

:f'l•e.mea e.p1'l(;:ar to project beyond the face of the wa.11. and each 

of the window head.£ lmd t. mci.lldcd cornic~, those of the 

second floor windows being integra.1 with t.he 1.>ase of the root 

cornice. T'.ie east elevation had threa windows, one on each 

of the two :floors end o.r.,e in the garret. 4 l·!r. W. N. Nelson 

stated that the nor"'"'-11 elevation had. no w1.ndevB. 

!. Interior ---· 
1. Frar:iin§ 

F!'O!?l the 1arge nu::iber end si~e of' the charred 

timbers remaining ct the site following ·the fire (see 

Illus-trat1on No. 3) end. the l~ construction practices, it 

~seem l!kely tbet the house vas ~with hewn, mortise 

end tenon vood h'aming members. 
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2. p~ 

Although no doC'Utlcntary data. hua been found. 

a·t tho tioo of this writing r~·di?lg the interior plans, it 

'tTOuld e.r>pcal' from the 1)hoto0n1phs e.vailabl~ end the scal.e of 

the viaibla remai.ns o:~ the celle.r us compared '"1th other 

local. exrunplcs of' hou.c0s toot the bouoe "res one room deep 

with one roam to eithr~ side of o celltra1 br~ck cMJ;'!l1ey. 

At this point it in not clear whether the house had a i"ull 

or merely e. half cellar under the east ;portion of the house. 

Mr. Nelson re cells no ell to the rcuu-. 

3. ~~~.£9E. 

I:r t ;,..e d rl.mney construction .toll.owed the 

general locel pattern, it :ts likely that the central. brick 

ch1rm.ey con.a tsted of f ("1Ul4 :fireplr..ces, an oven and a meat 

chaLlber. ThG corner o±' the corbcl.ed brick hea:r-l:.b for the 

see:ond noor east :room is visible 1n one of the pho~, 

(see lllusti·a.tion No. 3). 

4. St.airs ---
:Evidence visible in the photo..3re.ph taken 

follorlng the burublg o:f' the house clearly sbo-.m the location 

or at least one set of stairs that woul.d have been found Vi th­

in the house. 'lhe outline of e. stair cc.rriege is Visible an 

the front face or the chimney, showing both the risers and 

the treads. It 1a like]¥ a triple ~ wood stair vas situated 

in the space bot't1een the f'ront door e.nd. t.he central brick 

chirnne7 (see Illustration No. 3). 
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a. 
5. Room Finishes 

The "rest surface of tho 'br.tck clilimey appears 

to klwt a ,ple.3tcr i'inioh cd;, the second f'l.tio:r level {Bee 

Illustration Fro .. ~). N;. ... Nelson reca.lls one or the :rooms 

ha.ving wood };)Qneling on the fireplace wall. 
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VI. ~.QOMMEi.Wft..TIO"!lS 

Followirlg the completion a.n.rl approval of botb the 

Architectural and lliatorical Data Seotions, Part I Reports, 

it is reeormie2lded that an a:i:-cheologicel investigation be 

conduc·ccd at tlle house site to deterni.no tho extent of the 

i'ou.ndl.l.tions and to c.-..c.:_;ooe the central brick chfuncy remains. 

Follotrine; thiG il'l.Ve&tf.uation, it ic recOUlClld.ed that the 

cellar :foundation walla be atQ.bil!2.ed for i'utl.ll"e interpretive 

we. 



View :trom ooutbea.st, :prior to 1908. 

liote: First .floor east gable ttind.ow viail>lc 'be1:liJld 

Pboto: George A. ?Ielaon 
OoW l1eg. No. liDDC 38<J9 
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COV'Grlll{;, lccl; ~ corner '?ioc.rdD, ?!OUlded willd.o\1 

head cornice, pecUmcnt.ed heed Qf min enky > 1fetn• · 

em ot ba:rn v:l.aible at l."1G}rt; Side of picture. 

Photo copied tram phot.oe;ra:z;il:. in pcscesnion or M:. 

Photo: George A. ?le.Won 
cow H~s· Ho. EODC 3500 





of 1908. 

face Qf chinniey, cor:.-.eled. brie..lt heartll on eeo t; 

Photo: Georr;e A. Nelson 
Copy Itcs .. No. mnc 3901 
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or vegetation. cover. 

PL"O'"..o: Jaclt E. J3ouC:leJ•, 1962 
eow Neg •. .No. m:oc 3902 
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JLLUSTRATION NO. 2 

Loco.tion i:W:>..n> 1962 

Delineator: Rusaell v. Keunc, 1902 
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