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Hunt High School Mass Choir  
prepares for a performance at Jerome 
High School, 1943.
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Superintendent Richard Pomeroy 
crowning the King of Hunt High 
School, Johnny Okamoto. Princes and 
crown bearers are in waiting behind, 
May 7, 1943.
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Superintendent Richard Pomeroy 
crowning the Queen of Hunt High 
School, Betty Aoki and court of 
princesses, May 7, 1943.
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Students prepare the area outside the 
school for a garden.
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The Co-op store was the only business 
enterprise allowed to operate in camp.  
There were four stores, located on 
Blocks 6, 14, 30, and 40. People could 
shop here or purchase items through 
mail order catalogs.
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The laundry and bathrooms were 
combined in one building on each block.
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A woman en route to the showers 
from her barrack building. 
Incarcerees installed gravel paths 
and boardwalks to avoid walking 
through the mud to get to the 
latrines, ca. 1943.
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Painting:  Playing Go in the furnace  
room at Minidoka, 1943, artist unknown.  
Go is an abstract strategy board game  
for two.
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Organized school sports as well as 
block sports teams played a major 
role in camp activities and daily life. 
Fourteen ball fields were located 
throughout the residential blocks of 
the camp.  

Hunt High School’s baseball team
COURTESY/MATSUBU FAMILY

Hunt High School’s girls 
basketball champions
NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND  
RECORDS ADMINISTRATION

Hunt High School’s cross 
country team
NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND  
RECORDS ADMINISTRATION



“Oh yeah, in the evening there was, all in 
the summer, they had baseball leagues; 
they had dances every Saturday night 
in the mess halls. But most of all, after 
dinner we just kind of hung out. And 
there again I made a lot of good friends.”

Don Maeda
1943
DENSHŌ/THE DON MAEDA COLLECTION

In 2007, the Seattle Mariners held a special 
day for these former Minidoka incarcerees 
and semi-pro baseball players. Pictured with 
Mariners Ichiro Suzuki and Kenji Johjima 
are (L-R) Hank Ito, George Nakagawa, Hank 
Matsubu, and Joe Matsuzaki. 
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Hank Matsubu
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Children eating Christmas dinner in a 
mess hall, 1942. 
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“Some people say it was terrible, but we 
survived. I know my husband wouldn’t 
go out for breakfast most of the time, 
because he didn’t like it, but I was 
hungry. I’d get up and go to the mess 
hall and eat. It wasn’t bad.”

Molly K. Maeda 
1942 
DENSHŌ/THE MOLLY K. MAEDA COLLECTION

A typical lunch plate served in the 
mess halls.
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“So my parents were at Minidoka, 
and my dad would say, so 
sometimes they would go to 
different blocks just to see the 
different food, and they noticed 
that some blocks had different 
food, or it tasted better than other 
places. The same ingredients, but 
how they prepared it.”

Ruth Sasaki
1942
DENSHŌ/THE RUTH SASAKI COLLECTION

This meal ticket was required when eating 
outside your designated mess hall.
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Mess hall line
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Each of the 36 residential 
blocks had its own mess 
hall and kitchen staffed by 
incarcerees. Incarcerees were 
supposed to eat their meals 
in their block’s mess hall, but 
that did not always happen.

A typical mess hall kitchen.
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Kitchen staff included cooks, food prep 
staff, servers, and dishwashers. Pictured 
is the mess hall for farmers.
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Cooks were also incarcerees. The quality 
of the meals varied widely from block  
to block.
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Hunt District Boy Scouts Drum and 
Bugle Corps (originally Troop 123 
from Portland, Oregon).
NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND  
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Scouting offered a welcomed 
relief from the confinement of 
camp. Both boys and girls were 
able to take advantage of outings 
away from camp.
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Girl Scout and Brownie troops at 
Minidoka, ca. 1943.
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PTA mothers got together to mend clothes 
at the Hunt Nursey School, ca.1943.
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A creative treatment to customize the 
entrance to a barrack, ca. 1943.
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Mother’s Day ceremony honoring 
mothers whose sons were killed in 
action, Twin Falls, ID, ca. 1943-44.
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The Tazumas, an Issei couple, pose in 
front of their barrack, ca. 1943.
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Joseph and Mary Anne  Sakamoto, both 80, 
posed for their golden wedding anniversary, 
December 11, 1943. They emigrated from 
Japan in 1894 and ran several businesses in 
Seattle prior to incarceration.
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The Hospital Area, a collection of barrack 
buildings, is located on the west side of the 
camp. Both white and Japanese American 
medical professionals tended to the camp’s 
needs. Many of the nurses and aides 

Dentist
THE WING LUKE MUSEUM/THE HATATE 
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Nursery
THE WING LUKE MUSEUM/THE HATATE 
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were incarcerees. Japanese American 
wages in camp were restricted to what 
a Private in the army would make, so 
average wages in camp was $12-19  
a month. 

Hospital interns
DENSHŌ/ THE YASUTAKE FAMILY 
COLLECTION 



Hospital pharmacy. Mr. Izui (left) and 
colleague, ca. 1944.
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Hospital room
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A Nisei soldier Hank Gosho visits his wife 
and baby.
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Bill Matsumoto and Richard Noboru 
Izumi outside their barrack. 
COURTESY/SUNAMOTO FAMILY



Left:  Mother and child walking between 
barracks.
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Bottom Left:  Family sitting outside 
barracks. 
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Below: Nisei couple with baby son in 
sailor suit.
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The January 27, 1943 edition of the 
Irrigator reported that 4,550 people 
were employed in the camp, of which 
2,910 are men and 1,640 are women. 
The camp population at the time is 
6,327 people. 

Monthly wages, based on what an 
Army private would have made, were 
capped at $19 a month depending on 
one’s job. Doctors of Japanese ancestry 
were paid $19 a month, teachers 
made $16 per month, and clerical 
workers, cooks, and farm hands 
made $12 to $14 per month. As in the 
Army, everyone received a clothing 
allowance and ration cards. All wages 
were well below what white workers 
were paid for similar jobs.

The Motor Pool was where mechanics 
repaired and maintained all the camp’s 
cars and trucks.
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Below:  Women filled many of the office jobs for 
the WRA administration. They were supervised  
by a handful of white administrators. 
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Right:  Carpenters building Hunt High School. 
Carpentry classes were available and many 
students made furniture for their apartments.
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Below Right:  Welding was also taught. This  
trade was useful for jobs repairing machinery, 
vehicles, and pipelines in camp.
THE WING LUKE MUSEUM



Incarcerees could work at an array 
of jobs in agriculture, maintenance, 
and safety. 

The WRA worked with the Bureau 
of Reclamation in using the site 
that the Minidoka WRA camp 
was on to reclaim the land from 
the desert, turning the land into a 
farmable land for homesteading. 
After clearing the land, incarcerees 
planted a multitude of food crops 
on 800 acres. The farm project was 
self-sustaining and even produced 
a surplus. In 1944, it wass reported 
that the farmland produced enough 
to feed a town of 7,500 people.

Men and women harvest the first corn 
crop at Minidoka, August 943.
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Left:  The coal crew loaded their trucks at the 
local rail siding and then delivered the coal to 
each block in the camp.

Below Left:  A chicken farm and a hog farm 
provided meat and eggs.

Below: Clearing sagebrush around Minidoka. 
A heavy tractor pulls a triangle of railroad 
irons to break off sagebrush, the first step in 
preparing the land for planting, April 1943.
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Religion played a key role in the well 
being of the incarcerees. Whether 
it was keeping faith in a brighter 
future, praying for a loved one, or 
trying to find meaning in human 
loss, religion was a critical element 
for the community. 
Many churches and temples where 
people had worshipped before the 
war continued to support their 
congregations during incarceration. 
Some, like Reverend Emory 
Andrews and Father Leopold 
Tibesar, moved to the camp 
locations so they could continue to 
minister to their followers. Others, 
like Reverend Tansei Tanakawa, was 
a religious leader, block manager, 
and incarceree at Minidoka.

A Buddhist altar at Minidoka (no date).
DENSHŌ



The Most Holy Reverend (Archbishop) 
Edward J. Riley (center) of the Catholic 
Diocese of Boise, came to Minidoka to 
conduct confirmation services. Father 
Tibesar (right) welcomed him on  
October 19, 1943.
DENSHŌ

Instead of individual places of 
worship, religious leaders agreed 
to cooperate together. Three 
confederated organizations were 
created: the United Buddhists, the 
Catholic Church, and the Federated 
Christians.

A Sunday school class, Minidoka, ca. 1943-44. 
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This WRA document is titled 
“Minidoka: Preliminary Report 
in a New Frontier Community.” 
It describes the incarcerees as 
“colonists” and “pioneers” engaged 
in a bold experiment that is a 
frontier community. The first 
and last pages of the report are 
reproduced here, ca. Fall 1942.





Without work or their daily 
routines from home, both men and 
women found themselves with idle 
time or without a sense of purpose. 
Many discovered their artistic 
side, creating artwork, crafts, 
furniture, and sculpture from 
found materials. Many ventured 
out into the sagebrush to collect 
greasewood and basalt for their 
projects. Others used the desert 
recreationally for golf or hunting.

Leather butterfly pin 
Gift of Mary Okita and Ruby Izui
OREGON NIKKEI ENDOWMENT

Leather hat and moccasin pin 
Gift of Mary Okita and Ruby Izui
OREGON NIKKEI ENDOWMENT



Top Left:  Wood carving made from gnarled 
greasewood. Gift of Kazuo Ochiai
OREGON NIKKEI ENDOWMENT

Top Right:  Carved table from sagebrush and 
greasewood. Yasusuke Kogita, ca. 1942-45
OREGON PUBLIC BROADCASTING/ KAYO LACKEY

Left:  Popsicle stick lamp shade Gift of  
Don Shubert
OREGON NIKKEI ENDOWMENT



The WRA stipulated that the 
incarceration camps should have 
some form of self-governance. 
A camp committee drafted a 
charter creating a seven member 
Community Advisory Council 
governing body, with Block 
Commissioners answering to 
them. The council was responsible 
for rules of order and discipline, 
resolutions and recommendations 
addressed to the WRA Project 
Director, committees to carry out 
duties, and codes relating to work.

Yoshito Fujii, (pictured second from 
right) was elected Chairman of the 
council. He and the council settled 
workplace grievances and disputes 
over equal pay, working hours, 
and protests and strikes by service 
workers. Maintaining order within 
the camp was their responsibility. 
The setup of the government was 
a divisive issue, as leadership was 
given only to the Nisei, bypassing 
established Issei community leaders.



Community Advisory Council (L-R):  
Heitaro Hikida, Kuniro Mayeno, Yosajiro Doi, Shigeru 
Osawa, Jack Chikata, Yoshito Fujii (chairman), Genji 
Mihara (vice-chairman), c. August, 1944.
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