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MESA VERDE NATIONAL PARK PLAYED HOST TO THREE SEPARATE CCC CAMPS AT VARIOUS TIMES BETWEEN 1933 AND 1942. 
THE FIRST CAMP OPENED IN PRATER CANYON IN 1933 AND CLOSED IN 1934. THAT SAME YEAR, TWO NEW CAMPS OPENED ON 
CHAPIN MESA. THESE TWO CAMPS MERGED IN 1937. THE REMAINING CAMP, KNOWN BY THE DESIGNATION NP-5-C, CONTINUED 
TO OPERATE UNTIL THE CCC PROGRAM DISBANDED IN 1942. THE BUILDINGS AND LANDSCAPE FEATURES REMAINING FROM 
NP-5-C ARE NOW DESIGNATED AS THE CCC CAMP HISTORIC DISTRICT . 

TH,E CCC CAMP HISTORIC DISTRICT CONTAINS TWO SECTIONS, THE UPPER (NORTH) SECTION, AND A LOWER (SOUTH) SECTION . 
THE LOWER SECTION INCLUDES THE FEATURES OF THE CCC CAMP ITSELF. THESE FEATURES INCLUDE THE CCC RECREATION 
HALL, A BARRACKS BUILDING (#5), AND A LABYRINTH OF TRAILS THAT ONCE CONNECTED VARIOUS BUILDINGS IN THE CAMP . 
THIS LOWER SECTION STILL RETAINS SOME SEMBLANCE OF ITS ORIGINAL "U" SHAPED CONFIGURATION OF BUILDINGS. 

THE PREDOMINATE ARCHITECTURAL STYLE OF THE HISTORIC DISTRICT CAN PERHAPS BEST BE DESCRIBED AS UTILITARIAN. 
THE BUILDINGS EXHIBIT ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTERISTICS TYPICALLY ASSOCIATED WITH CCC CAMPS, THAT IS, THEY WERE 
CONSTRUCTED IN A ROUGH AND INEXPENSIVE MANNER BASED ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT THEY WOULD ONLY BE USED FOR A 
TEMPORARY PERIOD. BARRACKS #5, ALSO KNOWN AS THE "JACK GRAY WAREHOUSE" WAS CONSTRUCTED IN 1934 AS ONE OF 
THE FIVE ORIGINAL BARRACKS BUILDINGS IN THE CCC CAMP. IN CLASSIC BARRACKS STYLE, THE BUILDING IS LONG AND 
NARROW, WITH A LIGHT WOOD FRAME COVERED ON THE EXTERIOR BY 8" HORIZONTAL LAP SIDING. THE ROOF, ORIGINALLY 
COVERED WITH ONLY ASPHALT PAPER, HAS HAD CORRUGATED METAL SHEETS ADDED AT A LATER DATE. ON THE INTERIOR, 
THE BUILDING HAS A TONGUE IN GROOVE WOOD FLOOR, CELOTEX WALLS, AND AN OPEN CEILING. 

THIS PROJECT WAS UNDERTAKEN BY DONALD W. CORBEIL, WITH ASSISTANCE IN MEASURING BY JAMES McARTHUR, WORKING 
UNDER CONTRACT WITH THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE. THE PROJECT WAS DONE UNDER THE DIRECTION OF SAYRE HUTCHISON 
AND LYSA WEGMAN-FRENCH OF THE INTERMOUNTAIN SUPPORT OFFICE, CULTURAL AND NATIONAL REGISTER PROGRAM 
SERVICES, DENVER, COLORADO. 
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