











NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

SIGN SYSTEM SPECIFICATIONS

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR






NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
SIGN SYSTEM SPECIFICATIONS
Revised — October 1978

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR






-

CONTENTS
INTRODUCTION
PURPOSE
PART |. GENERAL PROVISIONS
Park Sign Plan
Responsibility for Signs
Superintendent
Regional Director
Denver Service Center
Maintenance Division WASO
The Director
Procedures
Sign Survey and Inventory
Location Plan
Photographs
Sign Evaluation
New Signs
Annual Inspection and Review
Implementation
Planning Considerations
Vehicular Signs
Pedestrian Signs
Special Signs
Advance Notice Signs
Entrance Signs
NPS Emblem
Interpretive Signs and Wayside Exhibits
Travelers Information Signs
Building Designation Signs
Concessioners’ Signs
NPS Route Markers
U.S. and State Route Markers
Trail Markers or Symbols
Backcountry Trail Signs
PART Il. SIGNS
General Procedures and Specifications
Engineering Study Required
Sign Facing Material
Sign Backs
Stanchion Sign Supports
Weathering Steel
Wood Posts
Sign Installation
Height
Lateral Clearance
Spacing
Post Mountings
Signing for Traffic Control and Traffic Information
Regulatory and Warning Signs {Categories 1-3)
5



Guide Signs Conventioal Roads
Letters and Type Style
Arrows
Background Color
Color of Letters
Symbols
Reflectorization
Borders
Compatibility of Color
Guide Signs Expressways
Guide Signs Freeways
Civil Defense
Pedestrian Signs (Categories 4-5A and OTHER)
Letters and Type Styles
Arrows
Symbols
Reflectorization
Borders
PART IIl. MARKINGS
PART IV. SIGNALS
PART V. ISLANDS
PART VI. TRAFFIC CONTROLS FOR STREET AND HIGHWAY
CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE OPERATIONS
PART Vil. TRAFFIC CONTROLS FOR SCHOOL AREAS -(“;‘“-"
PART VIII. TRAFFIC CONTROL SYSTEMS FOR RAILROAD &
HIGHWAY GRADE CROSSINGS :
PART IX. TRAFFIC CONTROLS FOR BICYCLE FACILITIES /
DEFINITIONS
National Parkway
Park Road
Parkway
Scenic Road
Entrance Signs
Information Signs
Interpretation Signs
Protection and Regulation Signs
Wayside Exhibit Signs
APPENDIX A: PARK SIGN SURVEY AND INVENTORY
APPENDIX B: RULES FOR FORMULATING SIGN SIZE AND TEXT
APPENDIX C: SYMBOL USAGE GUIDELINES, CATEGORIES 1-6A
APPENDIX D: SIGN EXAMPLES
APPENDIX E: PROCUREMENT PROCEDURES
APPENDIX F: NPS MODIFIED CLARENDON ALPHABET
APPENDIX G: SIGN MATERIAL SPECIFICATIONS
~APPENDIX H: MISCELLANEOUS INSTRUCTIONS (“%
APPENDIX I: METRIC CONVERSION ‘
APPENDIX J: FP-74, STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS
APPENDIX K: NPS PROTECTION & REGULATION SIGNS
APPENDIX L: HANDICAPPED PARKING LAYOUT
6




INTRODUCTION

The original National Park Service Sign System Specifications (NPS-SSS),
printed in January 1972, established the first guidelines for a uniform
Servicewide sign system. Since then, many ideas, comments and suggestions
have been incorporated to refine, simplify and strengthen the National Park
Service Sign System and the Specifications that support it.

The original edition, and subsequent revisions of the NPS-SSS closely follow
the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), published by the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), U.S. Department of Transportation.
Variations from the MUTCD were the subject of negotiations between the
FHWA and the National Park Service. Variations agreed upon by the two
agencies were formalized in a Memorandum of Understanding dated
3 August 1973,

The NPS-SSS has been organized as a Supplement to the MUTCD, with
approptiate cross references to explain or amplify NPS applications and
variations. The NPS-SSS may be interleaved with the MUTCD, with the NPS
material following the end of each section. Together, the MUTCD
and NPS-SSS provide a complete Sign Manual, providing the guidelines,
rules and procedures for our uniform NPS Sign System.

PURPOSE

Effective communication of roadside information relies upon an
understandable system of directional signs and landmark identifications. To
optimize effectiveness, a uniform system of signing and graphics should be
used. The NPS-SSS provides national and international identity for the
National Park Service, consistent with the unique qualities of each area
administered. Careful attention to all aspect of sign design, layout and
construction, as well as the aesthetics of scale and siting is critical to this
program. To achieve universal understanding in communicating information
to visitors, maximizing safety and enjoyment, these specifications shall be
closely followed throughout the National Park System.






/

PART 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS
(NPS Supplement to MUTCD)

PARK SIGN PLAN

Responsibility for the preparation of the Park Sign Plan rest with the
Superintendent of the Park. He will designate Sign Committee having
diversified backgrounds to make recommendations and prepare a plan for the
Park. Concessioners and a traffic engineer, if available, and the Park Safety
Officer shall be members of the Sign Committee.

Responsibility for Signs

Superintendent: The Superintendent is responsible for authorization of
regulations in connection with signs and markings as required in the Code of
Federal Regulations, Title 36, Chapter |, part 4, Vehicles and Traffic Safety.

Regional Director: Policies, procedures, and standards are to be consistently
applied in the region. The Regional Director provides technical assistance to
parks. He approves each Park Sign Plan in his region. Each region will have a
Regional Sign Coordinator who will advise the Regional Director on regional
and park sign matters. The Regional Safety Officer shall be a consultant to
the Sign Coordinator. The Sign Coordinator will be an individual with both
knowledge and experience in placement, design, and selection of regulatory
and information signs. The Regional Sign Coordinators will also assist the
parks in developing and evaluating their Park Sign Plan, and will serve as
liaison between Parks, Regions, the Denver Service Center, the Washington
Office, and suppliers of signs.

Denver Service Center: The Denver Service Center will provide assistance for
signing when the project is related to new construction.

Maintenance Division WASO: is responsible for coordination and guidance on
all signing matters.

The Director: The NPS Director will approve revisions and additions to the
NPS-SSS.

Procedures

The Park Sign Plan will establish the role of signs in carrying out park
objectives. References for this plan will include the master plan, interpretive
prospectus, wayside exhibit plan, and other plans and data as appropriate.
The type of entrance signs to be used will be carefully analyzed, and a design
theme selected appropriate to the park.

Traffic control signs are an integral part of the Park Sign Plan. The
Superintendent is responsible for providing according to the latest edition of
the MUTCD and NPSSS, such traffic control signs and pavement markings as
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may be necessary and required on all park roads. Exceptions to these stand-
ards must be approved by the Director.

Sign Survey and Inventory: The Park Sign Plan begins with a Sign Survey and
Inventory of existing signs. The key to an effective sign program is knowing
which signs are in use, the placement of these signs, and their condition. A
survey of all signs establishes the basic data upon which to evaluate the
effectiveness of the sign program. Action plans for additions, deletions, and
revisions to the sign program can begin when this is completed. The Sign
Survey and Inventory will provide a continuing list, by number, of all signs
for which the park is responsible. This number will be the key in the annual
inspection and review, for maintenance and replacement of signs.

The important task of coordinating the Sign Survey and Inventory with the
responsibility for maintaining it up-to-date, should be assigned to one person
in each park.

Location Plan: Upon completion of the Sign Survey and Inventory, all signs
will be indicated on plans, such as development concept plans and road
construction drawings. The location plan is a continuing planning device to
assist in determining what is said with signs, and where it is said.

Photographs: All information, direction, interpretive, and other signs that are
one of a kind should be photographed. Photographs of existing signs will
provide ready reference when replacements are required, and will assist in
revising texts and planning new signs.

Sign Evaluation: With the above steps completed, the Park Sign Committee
can begin to evaluate the effectiveness of the sign program, for up-dating it,
and preparing the Park Sign Plan. The evaluation shall reflect a critical
analysis of sign needs in accordance with the NPS-SSS and the MUTCD.

New Signs: Replacement of existing with new signs should involve more than
substituting a “new’’ for an “‘old” sign. Careful thought should be given to
whether a sign is still needed, and if so, are the message and siting
appropriate?

On any construction contract, new signs designated in the park sign plan shall
be ordered by the Park Superintendent from UNICOR (formerly Federal
Prison Industries). All signs required shall be installed by the contractor
(see Appendix H).

Annual Inspection and Review: The Park Sign Committee will conduct an
annual inspection of signs in each park and review the Park Sign Plan. This
critical inspection and review provides an opportunity to keep park signs
current, and to update the Sign Survey Inventory.

Implementation: Park Sign Plans will be prepared in the park and will be
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approved by the Regional Director. The replacement of existing signs and the
installation of new, uniform signs will be in logical units: in a developed area,
by district, by road system, or in an entire small park. This will avoid having
two sign styles within one geographic area.

PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS

To assist the Park Sign Committee, some considerations and guidelines for
preparing signs — texts, layout, and size — as well as methods for selecting
appropriate sites are herewith provided. In determining the need for any sign
or marker, the following questions should be answered:

1. s guidance or a message needed?
2. If so, where is a message needed?
3. What message is needed?

4. How shall the message be presented? (sign, exhibit, audio, or other
means)

5. Is the sign for drivers of vehicles, pedestrians, or both?

Before proceeding with a sign, the answers to the above questions should be
tested on several people not immediately concerned with the particular sign
under consideration.

Vehicular Signs (Categories 1, (A, 2 and 3)

Where the sign is placed and what the sign says are both important for safety.
The visitor must have time to make a decision between the sign and the
decision point. And his decision should be confirmed by additional signs
which enable him to proceed without confusion. By the same token, signs
must be placed where they will not confuse the driver who has already made
a decision based on a previous sign.

The Sign Committee should review the design speed of all roads and the
enforceability of the posted speed limits to ensure that management objectives
and visitor safety criteria are met. Established speed limits are the result of
traffic studies: All factors should be considered — terrain, road design, and
visitor safety.

Bicycle, snowmobile, and other vehicular warning and regulatory signs will
conform to the MUTCD.

Pedestrian Signs (Categories 4, 5, 5A and OTHER)

Pedestrian signs, both graphic and verbal, are those located along walks, and
in or near buildings. They include any and all signs to inform, interpret,
direct, and control pedestrians, horses, and other forms of foot traffic.

11



The desired pedestrian traffic flow within and between buildings, exhibits,
walks, and parking areas should be determined. Information should be gathered
by maps and photographs, and by observation of natural pedestrian traffic
patterns, and visitor needs. Brevity and exactness of text are important
considerations when preparing pedestrian signs, although less so than for
road signs. Placement of signs is critical, providing information when visitors
need it while minimizing their impact on the visial scene. Symbols will be
used to the greatest extent possible. They may be grouped together, and
with proper arrows and destinations may effectively convey information,

Special Signs
Advance Notice Signs: NPS areas are destinations for millions of travelers.
Cooperation with State, county, or other agencies having jurisdiction over
approach roads or main highways, such as Interstate highways, must be
sought to ensure advance signing of parks to properly direct visitors to their
destination.

The MUTCD has adopted an optional trapezoidal shape for recreation areas
guide signs which may be used in lieu of the regular rectangular shape. Such
signs will have reflectorized white letters and border on a brown background.
These signs will be installed by the States on numbered highway routes
leading to parks. The trapezoidal shape shall not be used within the Parks.
When advance signs are supplied or placed by the Service or another agency,
care should be exercised to ensure that the design is in conformance with the
MUTCD.

Advance notice signs can be more helpful to the visitor if they contain — in
addition to the name, distance, and direction — information that would
prevent a traveler from making an unnecessary trip to a park closed during
certain periods and seasons.

Entrance Signs: Entrance signs are perhaps the most important of all signs
when the visitor is searching for his first glimpse of the Park. Advantage
should be taken of this because it is often possible to find a combination of
placement and construction that captures and reflects the true significance or
spirit of the park.

The significance of the visitor’s presence in the park can also be conveyed,
and can be restated by means of the various information, direction, and
interpretive signs, so that the visitor is subtly kept in tune with the park
throughout his visit.

The simplest method of preserving this desirable continuity is the use of the
same material, color scheme, and style of lettering throughout the park.
Preparation of a Park Sign Plan calls for a desirable progression of signs, all
related to one another.

Each Park Sign Plan will include a review of the existing entrance signs that
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do not conform to the NPS-SSS. Although there is much to be said in
developing consistant parkwide signing, non-uniform entrance signs may be
a desirable exception. Careful design of an entrance sign which combines
native materials simply but effectively, and which is in scale with the materials
used and site chosen, may add a striking statement of entry into a national
park expressing both the individuality of that area and its relationship to the
National Park System. The Sequoia National Park entrance sign (see Appendix
D-000) provides such a statement. When a non-uniform entrance sign is
recommended, it will be requistioned through the Regional Sign Coordinator.
Form 10-238 will be prepared to program funds for design and construction.

If the Park Sign Committee elects to use the NPS-SSS for entrance signs, it
may be desirable to use a distinctive supporting structure or base that
establishes and/or enhances the feeling that the visitor has crossed a threshold
from the Park boundary into an area providing a different experience. ldeally,
entrance signs are constructed to permit the replacement of the text portion
of the sign.

The information on an entrance sign does not require Department and
National Park Service designation since the NPS emblem is now incorporated
in the design. If the designation is used, it will be given in the following
manner.

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Capitalization will be as shown above and the letters for ““National Park
Service” shall not be larger in size than those for “United States Department
of the Interior.” The letter size should be large enough to be readable from a
moving car {(unless entrance is walk-in only), but never should be higher than
the height of the capital letters of the name of the area.

NPS Emblem: The emblem is the identifying symbol of the National Park
Service. Its use conveys to the visitor his presence in an area administered by
NPS.

The official emblem will be made up in eight (8) sizes: 10" x 7.5, 12" x 9",
165" x 12, 18" x 14’, 27" x 21", 40" x 30", 54" x 42" and 72" x 56"'.

Colors to be used in the official emblem are as designated on the diagrammatic
illustrations in Appendix D.

The full-color emblem in one of the standard sizes is to be incorporated in all
entrance signs. The sign design selected will ensure that the NPS emblem does
not suffer loss of dignity, or conflict with materials or colors selected. The
emblem will be located with appropriate consideration to text layout and
design of the overall sign.
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The emblem may be used at carefully selected areas within parks or offices
— at park headquarters, visitor centers, contact stations, or other visitor-use
buildings. If used as a shield and placed on a structure at an entrance or
information station, it should not be placed near traffic signs. When the
emblem is mounted against a post, sign, or building, it may be fastened by
means of two short sections of pipe, threaded into flanges, to keep the
emblem 3- to 6-inches distant from the support. This will produce a heavy
shadow, emphasizing the emblem.

The emblem may be used in some cases on other signs, but it should be used
sparingly.

Emblems on all signs constructed to the NPS-SSS will be made of reflective
type sheeting or routed wood and will be incorporated into the basic sign
during construction. When requisitioning a separate emblem, specifications
should be made as to whether the sign is to be routed wood, or reflecting
sheeting on aluminum or plywood.

Stencils of the official emblem in reduced sizes may be made for use on other
wood signs or other objects where NPS identification is desirable. One color
only should be used with the stencil and should be selected for contrast with
the color of the background. Again, however, the emblem should be used
sparingly.

Interpretive Signs and Wayside Exhibits: A general definition of an interpretive
sign or wayside exhibit is a device or facility located at a significant place in
the park to provide interpretation of the site or scene. These devices form an
integral part of the park’s coordinated interpretive program. Interpretive signs
take many forms. Some are simple textual messages intended to be read from
autos on the roadside. Others include plaques, markers, exhibits, panels, and
demonstration displays in diverse designs appropriate to specific interpretive
needs, This latter group goes beyond the scope of the NPS-SSS, is classed as
a wayside exhibit and is an exception to the NPS Sign System.

Certain interpretive signs should follow the NPS-SSS. These include text and
identification signs that are not part of a design-coordinated series of wayside
exhibits, which from a standpoint of aesthetics and siting are more closely
related to the park sign series than to the wayside exhibit series.

Anterpretive signs not included in the specific design and theme of the
wayside exhibit plan will be manufactured to the NPS-SSS. Exceptions will
be approved by the Regional Director.

Many parks have devised a distinctive symbol or logo for interpretive signs.
The use of a park logo is encouraged and can be adopted for use on all signs
used for interpretation.

Upon installation in the park, interpretive signs and wayside exhibits become
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part of the Sign Survey and Inventory. Except for routine maintenance,
however, the rehabilitation and replacement of interpretive signs and roadside
exhibits not manufactured in accordance with the NPS-SSS remain the
responsibility of the Division of Museum Planning and Design, Harpers Ferry
Center.

Travelers Information Signs: Their purpose is to alert motorists approaching
a park of special travelers information being broadcast on AM radio. Signs
would instruct motorists to tune vehicle radio to one of two AM frequencies,
530 KHz or 1610 KHz. Sign legend shall read ‘‘Travelers Information Tune
Radio to 530 KHz (or 1610 KHz)"'. Such signs shall have reflectorized white
letters and border on a brown background.

Erection of signs must be coordinated with state highway departments. Exact
location will be provided by the Denver Service Center Communications
Engineer after radio coverage is determined.

Selected large parks provide roadside interpretive and other information to
motorists using this same system of radio frequencies. Until a uniform radio
information symbol is developed, parks shall use a sign with text “Visitors
Information Tune Radio to 530 KHz (or 1610 KH2)", as needed.

Building Designation Signs: Frequently, it is advisable to place the name of
the building on the exterior near the visitor entrance., When NPS Modified
Clarendon letters are used, building designation signs shall conform to the
NPS-SSS.

Signs on public buildings should contain information as to the hours the
building is open. If hours are the same all year, the information may be a
part of the sign. if hours change from season to season, removable panels
may be prepared so that hours can be changed without affecting the overall
sign design. Operating hours will be placed on the door or near the door of
buildings with wall-mounted name designations.

Concessioners’ Signs: Signs within concessioners’ areas should be of the
same color and design as those for the whole park. Superintendents should
assist concessioners in designing and placing their signs in order to achieve a
uniform appearance throughout the park.

Traffic control signs, exterior direction, and general information signs, which
are necessary for visitor guidance within the concessioner’s area, shall be
installed by NPS. If the signs are for the concessioner’s information only,
these signs are to be installed and maintained at the expense of the
concessioner. The wording of all concessioner signs shall be approved by the
Superintendent. All exterior concessioner signs are to be included in the Park
Sign Plan, whether installed at NPS expense or by the concessioner. Signs
inside a concessioner’'s building should maintain the same quality and design
standards as those erected outside.
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All exterior signs used in concessioners’ areas, whether installed and
maintained by NPS or the concessioner, will conform to the NPS-SSS. The
NPS will order those signs required by the concessioner through normal
procurement procedures. The concessioner will then reimburse NPS for these
signs.

Outdoor signs that advertise products by brand name, or by use of emblems
or symbols in the colors or designs used by manufactures are prohibited.
Concessioners’ gasoline pumps may be painted in the recognizable standard
colors normally used by the oil company who supplies the gasoline, and may
include the oil company’s name or emblem, the size of which will not extend
beyond the normal pump dimensions.

NPS Route Markers: A NPS Route Marker is available as an optional
road-marking device. This marker shall be used in those parks where it is
desirable to mark park routes to facilitate visitor travel, or for other traffic
considerations. The use of a NPS Route Marker is optional, but if one is used,
it shall be the one pictured in Appendix D. The maximum number of digits
that can be used is three.

U.S. and State Route Markers: U.S. and State Route Markers shall not be
used in parks except where the road is primarily a through, rather than park
route, e.g., U.S. 101, Lake Cresent Section, in Olympic National Park. To
assist visitors leaving a park, a directional sign may include a U.S. or State
Route number as text (see example, Appendix D-00).

Trail Markers or Symbols: Trails designated by the National Trails System
Act (P.L. 90-543) will be marked with the uniform symbols adopted for that
trail. (See exampled, Appendix D-00 and 00).

Other park trails should use a uniform parkwide marking system for each
trail. The approved recreation symbols can be used for this purpose by adding
numbers or other designations to an oversized symbol plate. Alternately,
another system consistent in design and quality with these specifications may
be developed.

Backcountry Trail Signs: These signs should be small, and used sparingly on
foot and horse trails in backcountry or wilderness areas. They generally
should be used only at trail junctions, to mark campsites, etc. The use of
routed aluminum signs has proven to be economical and more durable than
any other signs in this application. Little or no maintenance is required.
Normally, .250" (%") thick aluminum stock, anodized brown on both sides
is used. (Available through UNICOR, Atlanta only.)

NPS Protection and Regulation Signs (10-Forms): See Appendix K.

16



PART Il. SIGNS
(NPS Supplement to the MUTCD)

GENERAL PROCEDURES and SPECIFICATIONS

Engineering Study Required

The decision to use a particular device at a particular place should be made on
the basis of an engineering study of the site. The NPS-SSS and the MUTCH
are not a substitute for engineering judgment. The intent of these manuals is
to provide standards for traffic control devices and their installation. Those
areas which do not have qualified engineers on their staffs should seek
assistance from the Regional Office, Denver Service Center, FHWA, local or
state, highway departments, the county, a nearby city, or a traffic engineering
consultant.

Sign Facing Material

Sign facing to be used for background, legend, borders and symbols shall be
Type Il or Type Ill reflective material. Use of ‘’Scothcal’”’ (or equal
nonreflective facing must be approved by the Regional Director.

All regulatory, warning, construction, hazard markers, and roadside
delineators as described in the MUTCD will be completely reflectorized to
to the standards in the MUTCD. The reflective facing sheeting shall comply
with Sections 633.06 and 718.01 of FHWA Standard Specifications FP74-77
(1). (See Appendix J.)

Sign Backs
Sign backs will be painted. Benjamin Moore PENTAFLEX, low lustre enamel
(or equal) to match color of stanchions.

{Note: Available through UNICOR)

Stanchion Sign Supports
Weathering steel rectangular tubing or wood posts will be used for sign
support systems. (See Appendix G.)

Weathering Steel: The color varies slightly but is best described as a deep
earth-brown. The oxide film is extremely dense and prevents corrosion
attack, and will reform if scratched or marred. It shall not be painted.
Weathering steel should not be used within 1/2 mile of heavy saline areas
such as bays, oceans, and salt marshes. In these areas, wood posts are
recommended.

Wood Posts: (Not available through UNICOR)
Acceptable wood shall be any of the following, in the grade specified:
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A. No. 1 Structural Grade (’‘Standard Grading Rules for Western Lumber,”’
published by Western Wood Products Association, Portland, Oregon)

Larch

Douglas-fir
Hemlock
Mountain hemlock
Lodgepole pine
Western cedars

Fir

NeookwN-=

B. No. 1SR (Stress Rated)

Southern pine
Pitch pine
Virginia pine
Ponderosa pine

PN~

All wood posts shall be pressure treated with Chromated Copper Arsenate
(CCA) at the factory. All cuts shall be field treated with two (2) coats of
CCA. Color after treatment is silver-green, varying somewhat by type of
wood. Treated surfaces are as easy to paint as untreated surfaces. Moisture
content of wood being painted shall be 16% or less, accomplished by kiln
drying or air seasoning. In high humidity areas, treated surfaces are likely to
corrode aluminum fasteners.

Chromated Copper Arsenate is an odorless preservative treatment for fungi
and insects. It is safe around humans, livestock and plants. CCA is permanent
and maintenance free, and may be used in ground or standing water.

Sign Installation
All NPS road signs shall uniformly follow the MUTCD standards below.

Height: Lower edge of signs shall be mounted 5 feet above the level of the
roadway edge for rural areas, and shall be 7 feet above the level of
the roadway edge for urban areas. The height to the bottom of a secondary
sign mounted below another sign may be 1 foot less (an example of a
secondary sign is the text plaque under a warning sign). See MUTCD, Section
2A-23,

When a bicycle path runs along a road, care should be taken when placing a
sign and determining sign height in the vicinity of the bicycle path, to ensure
safety of bicyclists and visibility of signs.

Lateral Clearance: Normally, signs should not be closer than 6 feet from the
edge of the shoulder or if none, 12 feet from the edge of the travelled way.
In urban areas a lesser clearance may be used where necessary (see MUTCD,
Section 2A-24).
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‘Spacing: The following chart gives the approximate required distance between
signs, and the required distance for advance-warning or direction signs before
intersections or decision points:

Distance of Sign from
Intersection, or Between

Speed Limit Signs
Category 3 0-30 mph 100 feet
3035 150
Category 2 3545 300 ”
4560 " 500
Categories 1, 1A 5065 750

The physical surroundings in which signs are to be placed is the greatest
controlling factor. Signs should be located so that they are easily noticed,
and in such a manner so that they do not interfere with, and are not obscured
by, the natural growth and physical features of the area.

The height of, and spacing between pedestrian signs can be varied because
neither dimension is as critical to pedestrians as to motorists.

Post Mounts

Breakaway or yielding sign supports will be installed on all signs located
within 30 feet of pavement edge. Concrete bases for sign supports should be
flush with ground level. (See Appendix G. Also refer to MUTCD, Part I,
Sections 2A-24 and 2A-27.)

Signing for Traffic Control and Traffic Information

The Federal Highway Administration approved the Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices as the National Standard for all roads open to public
travel in accordance with Title 23, USC 109 (b), 109 (d}, and 402 (a).

Regulatory and Warning Signs

NPS areas should be guided by the MUTCD for determining regulatory and
warning sign needs. The use of the MUTCD will provide uniformity of your
sign requirements and understanding by the park visitor. Superintendents
shall install all road signs in accordance with the standards contained in the
MUTCD, as determined by careful engineering analysis. Details of NPS
applicability and exceptions are as follows.

All NPS roads — except four-or-more lane roads or Parkways, and those
maintained and patrolled by State or other public agencies — are considered
to be within the conventional road or street category referred to in the
MUTCD. Standard-size regulatory and warning signs shall be used on these
park roads in accordance with the Standard Highway Sign Supplement to the
MUTCD. Regulatory signs on expressways, four-or-more lane roads or
Parkways, will use standard sizes, or larger, to conform with adjacent
jurisdiction signs.
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NPS-DSC Drawing No. 971/41,000, Sign Standards, is available to the
Superintendents as a sign guide for regulatory and warning signs on park
roads and parkways, including sign placement, location, and installation.
Request for prints should be made to Denver Service Center.

GUIDE SIGNS — CONVENTIONAL ROADS (Categories 1-3)

Guide signs point out a direction, destination or route of travel. Emphasis
should be on uniformity, brevity and clarity. The examples in Appendix D
have been selected to illustrate these qualities. Location of signing is also
critical to ensure visibility for a time sufficient for drivers of vehicles to reach
a decision. Symbols may be used on, or as guide signs to convey information
of a uniform nature.

Brown shall be the official background color and white the legend color for
all NPS information, direction, guide, and service signs, except as noted
below:

On State-owned and operated highways, such as Interstate 40 traversing
Petrified Forest National Park, all signs, pavement markings, and other
traffic-control devices required for display of regulations, information,
warning, and -guidance shall be in conformance with standards contained in
the MUTCD. Where four-lane Parkways operated by the NPS, interchange
with Interstate System highways, one advance-guide sign and one
exit-direction sign shall be displayed, in each direction, having a white legend
on a green background, and otherwise conforming to requirements of the
MUTCD, Section 2-F. Such signs are considered to be an integral part of
signing for the Interstate System, and therefor eligible for Federal Aid
Interstate (FAI) fund participation through the respective State Highway
Department.

On highways owned, constructed, and operated by the NPS, such as the East
Side Highway in Grand Teton National Park, necessary information, direction,
guide, and service signs shall meet the requirements of the NPS-SSS.

Letters and Type Style

Type style chosen for NPS guide signs is NPS Modified Clarendon. Die-cut
letter fonts in this style for roads are available in 3.75", 6, 9", and 12"
capital heights. Corresponding lowercase sizes are two-thirds the capital
height, or 2.50”, 4", 6", and 8", respectively. Type style is illustrated in
Appendix F.

Arrows
Arrows shall be type based on standard arrow design as used in MUTCD. See
NPS-SSS Appendix B for specifications, and Appendix D for examples.
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Background Color
Brown has been designated by the MUTCD as the color to be used on guude
or information signs in cultural and recreational areas.

Color of Letters
Letters shall be white.

Symbols
Symbols are visual statements of ideas. The uniform direction and regulatory
sign system is supplemented by a uniform symbol system.

Nationally and internationally accepted symbols, uniformly adopted
throughout the NPS will fulfill a need. Research and study in this area by
international organizations and intergovernmental agencies are the basic for
the symbol system; and recommendations of such bodies will be solicited
whenever considering additional symbols. New symbols shall be submitted
through the Regional Sign Coordinators for review and concurrence by the
interagency committee. Final approval must be obtained from the FHWA.

Federal recreation symbols are official and legal for NPS use and will be
expanded, as outlined above, as necessary. When new symbols are approved
they will be published in the Federal Register. No symbol is authorized for
the NPS until such publication.

The symbols will be white on brown. The red slash mark, running from top
feft to lower right, will be used on symbols to indicate that the symbolized
activity is prohibited. All symbols will face right in depicting direction of
action, whenever possible. (Symbols on warning and regulatory 5|gns in
contrast, face left whenever possible.)

Reflectorization
All guide signs designed for vehicle use areas shall be reflectorized.

Borders
Sign borders will be white, matching the white of letters. For size of borders,
refer to charts, Appendix D.

Compatibility of Color

A screen-process paint shall be used as recommened by the reflective sheeting
manufacturer for signs and symbols whenever volume quantities of frequently
used signs are required. Signs manufactured in this process should be used
together to ensure color compatibility. (Refer to Appendix G.)

GUIDE SIGNS — EXPRESSWAYS
All information and guide signs on the Baltimore and Washington Parkway
and the Suitland Parkway should have a white legend on a green background

in conformance with this section of the MUTCD.
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GUIDE SIGNS — FREEWAYS

No application.

CIVIL DEFENSE

All Civil Defense signs under the jurisdiction of the National Park Service
shall conform to the MUTCD.

PEDESTRIAN SIGNS {Categories 4, 5, 5A and OTHER)
Pedestrian signs may include directions, distances, instructions, object
identification and descriptive text.

Brown shall be the official background color and white the legend color for
all signs using NPS Modified Clarendon die-cut letters (Catogories 4 and 5).
For routed pedestrian signs (Categories 4-5A and OTHER), colors shall
depend on the type of base material into which letters are being routed, and
specified letter finish. Options available are shown on Form 10-84B,
Pedestrain Sign Requisition (See Appendix E).

Letters and Type Styles

Two type styles have been chosen for NPS pedestrian signs, NPS Modified
Clarendon and American Standard. Die-cut NPS Modified Clarendon letters
for pedestrian signs are available in 1.5” and 2.25"” capital height.
Corresponding lowercase sizes are 1.0" and 1.5”, respectively. Routed NPS
Modified Clarendon letters are available in the above two sizes, and 1”
capitals with .67 lowercase. American Standard letters are available only in
uppercase, and only routed. Sizes available are 1", .75" and .50"". Type styles
are illustrated in Appendix F.

Arrows
Arrows shall be same style as used on road signs. See Appendix B.

Symbols
Permissible uses by category, of symbols prescribed for pedestrian signs are
shown on charts in Appendix C. Symbols will be white on brown.

Reflectorization
All pedestrian signs using die-cut NPS Modified Clarendon lettering shall be
reflectorized. Routed pedestrian signs shall not be reflectorized.

Borders

All pedestrian signs with NPS Modified Clarendon letters shall have a border;
color shall be same as letter color. Pedestrian signs with routed American
Standard letters shall not have a border.
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PART Ill. MARKINGS
(NPS Supplement to the MUTCD)

Roadway markings shall comply with the MUTCD. Under no circumstances
shall there be more than two center-line stripes — a requirement in the latest
edition of the MUTCD. A third stripe, if present from previous markings,

will be obliterated.
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PART IV. SIGNALS
(NPS Supplement to the MUTCD)

Traffic control signals used in Parks will conform to the MUTCD. Justification
for an installation must be approved in each case by the Regional Director.
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PART V. ISLANDS
{NPS Supplement to the MUTCD)

-

Roadway islands used in Parks will conform to the MUTCD.
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PART VI. TRAFFIC CONTROLS FOR STREET
AND HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION AND
MAINTENANCE OPERATIONS
{NPS Supplement to the MUTCD)

Part VI of the MUTCD shall govern the design, application, instaliation, and
maintenance of traffic control devices required during road construction and
maintenance operations within the National Park Service area.

If collision with temporary signs used for traffic control can be expected,

back-to-back reflectorized signs may be used. The back sign may have an
appropriate legend, such as ‘“Speed Limit,"” or XX MPH."
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PART VII. TRAFFIC CONTROLS
FOR SCHOOL AREAS
{NPS Supplement to the MUTCD)

Traffic control devices for schools will conform to the MUTCD.

31






PART VIIl. TRAFFIC CONTROL SYSTEMS
FOR RAILROAD & HIGHWAY GRADE CROSSINGS
(NPS Supplement to the MUTCD)

Traffic control systems for railroad and highway grade crossing will conform
to the MUTCD.
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PART IX. TRAFFIC CONTROLS
FOR BICYCLE FACILITIES
{NPS Supplement to the MUTCD)

Traffic controls for bicycle facilities will conform to the MUTCD.
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DEFINITIONS

The following definitions shall apply to the NPS-SSS:

NATIONAL PARKWAY

A National Parkway is a federally owned Parkway with features of national
significance. The National Parkway is authorized by special Act of Congress
and administered pursuant to the Act of 25 August 1916 (39 Stat. 535) as
amended and supplemented.

PARK ROAD

A park road is internal in nature and intended for the exclusive use of park
visitors. Such roads are limited in scope to only those absolutely necessary
to serve park and visitor needs; are deliberately developed as leisure routes
with no provision for commercial or through traffic; and are designed to
conform to the landscape with a minimum of unnatural intrusions.

PARKWAY

A Parkway is an elongated Park featuring a road designed exclusively for
pleasure travel and embracing scenic recreation or historic features. Access
from adjoining properties is limited, and commercial traffic is prohibited or
discouraged. Developments within the Parkway may include facilities for
interpretation, and for enjoyment of other recreation opportunities along the
Parkway.

SCENIC ROAD

A scenic road is a highway or road through areas having such high visual or
cultural values that development of the road with emphasis on safe and
pleasant driving is justified. 1t would include facilities for interpretation of
natural and cultural features; for picnicking, camping, and hiking; and
development of other recreation opportunities along the roadway. A scenic
road may be an existing highway, a new road or a combination of existing
and new roads.

ENTRANCE SIGNS

Entrance signs, at or near the boundary, should express the individuality of
the park. They should convey a first impression, subsequently restated by
means of various informational and interpretive signs, and wayside exhibits,
to keep visitors subtly aware of the primary significance of the park.
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INFORMATION SIGNS

An information sign is advisory in nature, and is used to describe places or
ideas that are indigenous to an area with information of interest to the
traveler, though not directly necessary for his guidance to or through the
area.

INTERPRETATION SIGNS

An interpretive sign or marker provides interpretation of the park scene or a
specific site. Such signs supplement and complement the park story presented
by other interpretive facilities.

PROTECTION AND REGULATION SIGNS

NPS protection and regulation signs are intended to inform the visitor of
necessary NPS regulations for the protection of natural features, structures,
and housekeeping practices. The signs are to be used only in locations where
forcible language is required to ensure that potential trespassers, vandals, and
poachers are informed of Park boundaries and Park policies. See Appendix K.

WAYSIDE EXHIBIT SIGNS
A wayside exhibit is an outdoor display that includes illustrative material

which requires enclosure in a case for protection from the weather or from
visitors,
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APPENDIX A: PARK SIGN SURVEY
AND INVENTORY
{NPS Supplement to the MUTCD)

PURPOSE AND GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
The Sign Survey and Inventory Forms are designed to:

Gather initial data on existing signs in the Park System: type, location,
description, text, installation date, installed cost, and funding source. This
data would be developed by the initial inventory and entered on Form10-47,
Sign Survey and Inventory-1 (Descriptive Data); and Form 10-48, Sign
Survey and Inventory-2 (Historical Data). The appropriate codes to be
entered on the forms for each heading are contained in this Appendix.

Record changes made to signs in the park. A one-for-one sign replacement
{exact replacement) will require filling in the Date Replaced code on the
original, and starting a new, Historical Data Form; the sign number will
remain the same. Signs that are altered in any way when replaced
will receive a new number. The former sign will be coded out in the Date
Replaced column on the original form 10-47; information relevant to the
new sign will be recorded in the appropriate inventory spaces on
new Descriptive Data and Historical Data Forms. New signs will be added
to the inventory as above, and given the appropriate new sequential number
for its location.

Serve as a maintenance document. The two forms together will function
as a data file from which management statistics can be compiled. Space
is available on the Historical Data Form (10-48) to record maintenance
data for 3 years. Should the expected life of the sign exceed 3 years,
additional Historical Data Forms can be used. Information relating to the
condition of signs, using the codes in this Appendix, should be entered
annually.

To properly perform the annual survey, two people from the Sign
Committee should cover each park or portions thereof. (One can drive while
the other fills out the forms.) Roads will be surveyed both in daylight and
at night, to check signs under all conditions. Examples of the forms and
instructions for completing them are contained in this Appendix. After
completion of the field survey, park signs shall be evaluated on the basis
of conformance to the MUTCD and NPS-SSS.

The Descriptive Data and Historical Data Forms provide a relatively
inespensive method of establishing a Sign Survey and Inventory System.
As additional experience is gained, the forms will be refined, simplified,
and strengthened. The existing forms have been designed in a format
compatible with key-punching and central input into an automated system.
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Some parks and regions have developed comprehensive sign inventory systems
which provide sufficient data to manage their respective sign programs. The
following may be used to establish an initial inventory or to supplement
existing inventory systems, '

INSTRUCTIONS

The following is a list of codes to be used for completing Forms 10-47 and
10-48, Sign Survey and Inventory-1 (Descriptive Data); and -2 (Historical
Data). The codes are in the same sequence as contained on the forms, reading
left to right.

The forms will be completed in duplicate, with copy forwarded to
the Regional Office.

All columns will be completely filled out. For those columns for which no
information is available, fill in the spaces with “Os".

Completed forms should be maintained in a loose-leaf inventory book,
organized in any system considered best by the park. It is strongly
recommended that forms be kept in a horizontal binder 11" x 8% with
Descriptive Data (Form 10-47) facing Historical Data (Form 10-48) for a
particular group of signs. All information for one sign could then be read
at one time. The forms are printed and punched for this use.

The conventional rule on the use of digits and numbers on ADP forms will
apply, ie., the "unit” number, the last entry of a number or code, will be
placed in the extreme right-hand box of the spaces provided for that code.

Example: MUTCD sign M4-9L (detour with arrow left) would be coded
00M49L. The extra zeros are added to fill in columns for which no other
data entry is available.

(Form 10-47)

SIGN SURVEY AND INVENTORY-1
{Descriptive Data)

SIGN NUMBER

Each sign will be assigned a five-digit number. To increase flexibility, the
first one or two digits may be letters which key the sign to a particular road,
district, or development. Alternately, certain blocks of numbers may be
assigned to a park district.

Examples: 00117 - code for park sign #117
0LCA43 - code for sign #43 on the Lake Cresent road.
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The numbers assigned shall be used consistently in all reports. Sign numbers
will be stamped unobtrusively on the back of each sign for field inventory,
and possible indentification in theft recovery,

AREA

Park .

This entry will be 2 five digit number consisting of 2 zero followed by the
park organization code as presently prescribed, e.g. 05170 for Guilford
Courthouse National Military Park, or 09500 for Olympic National Park.

Operation (OP) Unit
The division or operation unit in which the sign is located.

TYPE

Code

RG Regulatory

WA Warning

IF Information

DM Destination (Direction & Mileage)
IN Interpretive

EN Entrance

PM Plaques & Markers
NP NPS Emblem

ST Statuary

RM Route Marker

XX Other

Manual Numbers

Manual numbers refer to either the MUTCD numbers assigned to warning
and regulatory signs in the latest edition of the MUTCD, or to the symbol
numbers assigned by the NPS.

Funding (FUND)
Not to be used

LOCATION

Road
Route: The route number selected for each park road.

Mile: The mileage will be determined by certified odometer reading to the
nearest 1/10th. Roads will be surveyed west to east and south to north.
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Direction (DIREC)
The direction or nearest direction the sign faces: N—North; E—East, S—South,

W—West. ( ’ ’\‘

DESCRIPTION
Size

Sign: Code as shown for given sign size.

01 6 x 6 to 36 x 36 (Informational Signs Only)

02 42 x 38to 54 x 46

03 60 x 48 to 114 x 60

04 120 x 62 to 150 x 90

05 156 x 92 and larger

09 Standard size Regulatory or Warning sign, as specified
in MUTCD.

Letter (LTR):

01 12" uppercase/8’ lowercase height (oversize catecory 1) m

02 9"'/6"" (categories 1, 1A)

03 6"/4" (category 2)

04 3.75"/2.5" (category 3)

05 2.25"/1.5" (category 4)

06 1.5"/1.0" (category 5)

07 1.0/.67" (category 5A)

08 Other (Informational Signs Only)

09 Standard letter size specified in MUTCD for the

appropriate Regulatory or Warning sign.

Color
Background (BACK) and Letters (LTR): Use these codes for both
background and letters.

RD Red

WH White

GR Green

BR Brown

BL Blue

YE Yellow

BK Black /" \
OR Orange B
GB Grey-Blue

XX Other



Materials

Post:

01
02
03
04
05
06
07
08

09

10

XX

Steel Channel or U

Wood 4" x 4" or 4" x 6"

Wood 6’ x 6" or larger (breakaway only)
Steel Pipe

Concrete

Light Pole

Aluminum

Weathered Steel Tubing, 2" x 2 With
Breakaway Mount

Weathered Steel Tubing, 4" x 2%" with
Breakaway Mount

Weathered Steel Tubing, 6” x 4’ with
Breakaway Mount

Other

Face: Codes apply to surface material only.

01
02
03
04
05
06
07
08
09
10
XX

Reflective Sheeting, High Intensity Grade (Type 111}
Reflective Sheeting, Engineering Grade (Type H)
Non reflective Sheeting

Reflective Paint

Beads on Paint

Non reflective Paint

Reflector Buttons

Unpainted Wood

Anodized (Aluminum)

Unpainted Metal

Other

Back: Sign material, or backing upon which facing is mounted.

01
02
03
04
05
- 06
07
08
09
XX

Aluminum (not routed)
Plywood

Other wood

Steel

Routed Aluminum
Plastic

Iron Plate

Stone or Monument
Embossed Steel

Other
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{Form 10-48)
SIGN SURVEY AND INVENTORY-2
(Historical Data)
FISCAL YEAR (FY)

Space is available to record maintenance data for three consecutive years.

SIGN NUMBER

Code as described under "“Sign Number” section, SIGN SURVEY AND
INVENTORY, 1-(Descriptive Data).

DATE INSTALLED

Code shall be a four-digit number. The first two digits shall be the month,
and last two digits shall be the last two digits of year.

Month Year
01 January 77 1977
02 February 78 1978
03 March 79 1979
04 April 80 1980
05 May Note: Use 9ther years
06 June as needed.
07 July
08 August
09 September
10 October
1 November
12 December

(Example: January 1977 would be 0177.)
INSTALLED COST

Include costs of manufacturing, shipping and installing the sign.

01 $0—-25
02 25 —-50
03 50 - 75
04 75 — 100
05 100 — 200
c6 200 — 300
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07 300 — 400

08 400 — 500

09 500 — 600

10 600 — 700

11 800 — 900

12 1000+

13 No cost to NPS

CONDITION CODES

Post — Condition

01 Satisfactory

02 Not Straight

03 Needs Painting

04 Deteriorated

05 Needs Straightening & Painting
06 Warped (wood)

XX Other

Face — Condition

01 Satisfactory

02 Defaced

03 Corroded

04 Mounting Loose
05 Faded

06 Not Legible

07 Warped (wood)
08 Deteriorated

09 Paint Peeling

10 Reflective/Nonreflective/Peeling
XX Other

Letters (LTRS) — Condition

01 Satisfactory

02 Defaced

03 Faded

04 Not Legible

05 Paint Peeling

06 Reflective/Nonreflective/Peeling
XX Other

Reflectivity (REFL) — Condition

01 Good

02 Fair

03 Poor

04 None (sign originally reflective)
05 Nonreflective

A-8



Visibility (VISIB) — Condition

01 Can be seen easily

02 Hidden by official sign

03 Hidden by advertising sign
04 Hidden by brush

05 Hidden by tree limbs

06 Hidden by parked vehicles
07 Hidden because of curve
08 Hidden because of hill

09 Hidden because of building
XX Other

MAINTENANCE COST (MAINT. COST)

01 No Cost

02 $00 - 25

03 25 - 50

04 50 — 100

05 100+

REMARKS CODE

01 Satisfactory

02 Vandalized

03 Requires one-for-one replacement
04 Obsolete

05 Requires text revision

06 Location inappropriate

07 Struck by vehicle

08 Weather damage

08 Does not meet sign size standards
10 Does not meet letter size standards
11 Does not meet location standards
XX Other

DATE REPLACED

Code as described under “Date Installed.” Code date an existing sign is
replaced with a new sign, or date the sign is dropped from inventory.
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APPENDIX B: RULES FOR FORMULATING
SIGN SIZE AND TEXT
(For Road Signs — Categories 1-3, and
Pedestrian Signs — Categories 4-5A and OTHER)

GENERAL

The detailed guidelines on the following pages are the specifications that
create the NPS-SSS. After deciding on the text of the sign, these standards
and rules are to be used to determine the size, shape, and layout of the sign.

Overall sign dimensions are determined by the quantity of text and size of
lettering used to compose the sign. These two factors are, in turn, dependent
upon the reading time and vehicle speed. Minimum letter sizes can be
determined for all sign types based on Categories 1-5A shown on pages B-2
and B-3.

Where sign size is not extremely critical, it is suggested that the following
paragraphs be left up to the discretion of the sign shop, where much more
rapid signing can be accomplished with the sign guides. The park will
determine only the message, message layout and size of letters. The
appropriate order forms will be filled out, and UNICOR will then compute
the necessary dimensions. If sign size is critical, the steps outline below
should be followed.

How to Use This Guide
Following is a Sequence of Action that discusses the main steps to be taken,

and refers to the tools available.

Each step will be described on the following pages in detail.
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ROAD SIGNS (Categories 1, 1A, 2 and 3)

Formulating the Message

Road signs are designed for automobile traffic. Under normal driving
conditions there is little time between being close enough to read the sign and
passing the sign. Consequently, messages must be short. They should be
confined to the essential; for example, destination and direction.

Message Rules: (Destination, Direction, and Information Signs)

1.  Maximum of eight (8) words per sign.

2. Maximum of four (4) words per message, except where proper names
are used (Example: “Minute Man National Historical Park,” see page
13, Appendix D.) and informational signs as “Wilderness Permits Requir-
ed Pine Ridge.”

3.  Forsigns with more than one message the following applies:

a. Maximum of three (3) worded messages per sign
b.  Maximum of four (4) words per message
c.  Total words not to exceed eight (8)

4, If more than eight (8) words are contained in three (3) messages, the
third message will be placed on a separate sign.

5. For signs combining worded and symbol messages the following
applies: '

a. Maximum of three (3) symbol plates per sign, each symbol being
a separate message

b. Maximum of one worded message per sign (Note: Although this
worded message would normally be on one (1) line, it may be on
two (2), or rarely three (3), lines if sign layout and unusual siting
conditions so require. See example below.)

c. Total of four (4) messages maximum.

6. To keep messages short, certain commonly recognized abbreviations
may be used, e.g., “Mt.”” for "Mount,” “Pt.” for ’Point,” '‘St.”’ for
“Street.” (Do not abbreviate historic proper names, e.g., ‘‘Washington’
to “Wash.,” ““Arlington Cemetery’’ to ““Arl. Cem.” Use discretion and
tact to avoid antagonizing local groups.)

Determination of Letter Size (Destination, Direction and Information Signs)
The letter size for signs to be used in a given location is determined by the
maximum vehicle speed that is allowed at this point on the road system.
When selecting the letter size required for road signs, refer to the following
guidelines for each specific category.

Category 1: Divided roadways — Speed 50-55 m.p.h.: Major divided roadways
and parkways having a moderate to high volume of traffic, such as the
Baltimore-Washington Parkway and Suitland Parkway. Minimum size alphabet
on guide signs (advance, exit direction and gore signs), uppercase height 9";
lowercase heigh 6"; arrow length 13%} ¢’ and arrow width 9”. Symbol size
18" x 18".
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Whenever engineering judgment warrants, the size of letter shall be increased
to the next larger, uppercase height 12"; lowercase height 8"; arrow length
18'4 " and arrow width 1214 . Symbol size 24" x 24".

Category 1A: Roads — Speed 50-55 m.p.h.: Destination, direction, and
information signs uppercase height 9”; lowercase height 6°; arrow length
13%{ 6" and arrow width 9", Symbo! size 18" x 18".

Category 2: Roads — Speed 35-46 m.p.h.: Destination, direction, and
‘information signs, uppercase height 6”; lowercase height 4"; arrow length
9" and arrow width 64", Symbol size 18" x 18",

Category 3: Roads — Up to 30 m.p.h.: Destination, direction and information
signs, uppercase height 3.75"; lowercase height 2.5""; arrow length 5°%4 " and
arrow width 3.75”", Symbol size 12" x 12",

Special Informational Signs

These signs label stream crossings, county and state lines, mountain peaks,
elevations, etc. Letter size shall be 3.75"" uppercase height, and 2.5” lowercase
height, for categories 1-3.

NOTE: All guide signs Categories 1, 1A, 2 and 3 shall be manufactured using
die-cut NPS Modified Clarendon letters.

Determination of Size of Message

The Tables of Character Widths, Spacing Charts and Manual Factor Table
provide the means for measuring widths of every letter, numeral and
punctuation mark in inches; determining the appropriate spacing factors
between letters and words; and converting the spacing factors to inches. The
values pertaining to a given message are taken from the tables together: the
Character Width and Spacing Factor Values, when totalled, provide the
length of a legend in inches.

Determination of Size of Sign

After the size of the message is determined, the minimum vertical and
horizontal margins, and, in case of multiline messages, line spacings are
added. Arrow and symbol spacings are also added, as necessary. Refer to the
layout chart below, and examples in Appendix D.

Layout Chart — Road Signs

uc LCc Margin | Symbol | Size of | Corner | Arrow Arrow
Letter | Letter | Space Plate Border | Radius | Length Width
A B [+ D E F G H
Optimal
Catogory 1 12" 8" 8" min. | 24" 1" 8" 18.125" | 12.125"
- 5055
,5 Categories 1, 1A | 9 6 6" min. | 18" 1” 6" 13.31256” | 9.00"
2 50-565
3 | Category 2 6" 4" 4" min. | 18" J75” | 4" 9” 6.1258"
« | 3548
Category 3 3.75" | 2.50" 250" 122" 75" 25" 6.626" 3.75"
030 min.




Example of alternate sign layouts combining symbols, a directional arrow and
a single text message, to cope with varying site conditions and to minimize
sign size. Signs are drawn to same scale. Dimensions shown apply to these
signs on a category 2 road (35-45 mph: 6’ uppercase and 4" lowercase
letters, 18" symbols, and 6-1/8"" wide arrow. Arrow length shown is greater
than standard 9" for visual balance).

Lake Crescent Lodge

A) 10’ x 3'10” (38.33 sq. ft.)

Lake Crescent
Lodge

B) 7'x 4’8" (32.67 sq. ft.)

Lake Crescent

C) 7" x 310" (26.83 sq. ft.)

Crescent
Lodge

-

D) 4’6" x5’ 6" (24.75 sq. ft.)
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Example

The following step-by-step instructions will illustrate the precedure. Sign to
have text “Road”, and be installed on a Category 2 road. Letter size thus will
be 6" uppercase and 4’ lowercase.

First Step: Determine the width of the required characters by using the
Table of Character Widths on pages 73-74. In our example,
the width of the “R’’ is 6.07 inches.

Second Step: Determine appropriate spacing by 1) selecting the spacing
factors from the Spacing Charts on pages 76 and 80;
and 2) determining the Space Factor Value from the Manual
Factor Table. In the example, the spacing factor between
letters “R’" and “’0" is 7, and its value is 1.612 inches.

Third Step:  Determine legend length by adding the totals of letter widths
and space factor values. In our example the total of letter
widths, 20.31", plus space factor values, 4.841", equal legend
length of 25.151 inches.

Example: Legend ““Road”
Letter R o a d
Letter Width (inches) 6.07 +4.75" +4.72" +4.77 = 20.31"
Space Factor 7 8 6
Space Factor Value 1.612” + 1.761” + 1.468" = 4.841"
Legend length (total) 25.151"

Fourth Step: Determine minimum sign size by adding the appropriate
margins to legend length and height. One lowercase letter
height, in our example 4", is the required minimum margin
space at each end, and at top and bottom of sign. Sign width
is thus 33.151” (4" + 25.151" + 4"), and sign height is 14"’
(4 +6"4").

Fifth Step:  Signs are to be rounded off to the nearest 6 horizontal and
2’ vertical increment. Therefore in this example at 33.151""
total width would be centered on a 36" sign. The 6” increments
for horizontal measurements and 2’ increments for vertical
measurements should be maintained where possible.
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Example Layout: (Category 2)

VARIABLE & s 16
c OFTICAL SPACMG (75 151°) g ==

1473

VARIABLE 2 INCAEMENTS
3

(@]
1
B

_4

—

4.77" |

06077 2| | A6 e a7t |- |

Factor | [7] I8l 16| |

Even though the above is a simple example, the more complex ones follow
the same pattern. It is recommended that a few layouts be drawn up for
practice, because like every tool, this guide has to be worked with in order to
be mastered.

PEDESTRIAN SIGNS (Categories 4, 5, 5A and OTHER)

These signs are used where pedestrian traffic is controlled through the use of
sidewalks, trails, paths, etc. Because adequate time to read pedestrian signs is
normally available, messages may be considerably more detailed than on road
signs. Pedestrian signs may include directions, distances, instructions, listings,
name plates, plaques, markers, object identification and descriptive texts.

Message Rules
Pedestrian signs should be simple and concise. Text should be clear and
wherever possible written in a positve, rather than negative sense.

Determination of Letter Size
Letter size for pedestrian signs is determined by location, volume of visitors
using the area, and distance at which message is to be viewed.

Category 4: Uppercase height 2.25", lowercase height 1.5'"; arrow length
3.5” and arrow width 2% . Symbol size 8" x 8". As a general rule this
category letter height can be seen at 75 to 100 feet.

Category 5: Uppercase height 1.5, lowercase height 1"'; arrow length 2.25"
and arrow width 1.5". Symbol size 8" x 6''. As a general rule this category
letter height can be seen at 50 to 75 feet.

Category 5A: Uppercase height 1”, lowercase height 0.67"'; arrow length
1.5" and arrow width 1'4,"". Symbol size 4 x 4”. As a general rule this
category letter height can be seen at 0 to 50 feet.
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Note: All pedestrian signs Categories 4, 5 and 5A shall be manufactured with
NPS Modified Clarendon alphabet only.

Category OTHER: Letters are uppercase only. Sizes available are:

1”7 Arrow length 1.5”; arrow width 14, ’; Symbol size 4" x 4",
%"  Arrow length 14 "; arrow width 0.75"; Symbol size 3" x 3".
%  Arrow length 0.75"; arrow width 0.50”; Symbol size 2 x 2”.

Note: All pedestrian signs Category OTHER shall be manufactured with
American Standard alphabet only.

All pedestrian signs Categories 4 and 5 can be manufactured using NPS
Modified Clarendon die-cut or routed letters. Category 5A signs can be
manufactured only with routed NPS Modified Clarendon letters. All
pedestrian signs Category OTHER are available only with routed American
Standard letters. (See Pedestrian Sign Requisition, Form 10-848.)

The minimum size NPS Modified Clarendon letters routed in wood are as
follows

1.5" uppercase, 1" lowercase (Category 5) — when routed in cedar, pine, fir,
oak, hemlock, walnut, etc.

1" uppercase, .67" lowercase {Category 5A) — when routed in high density
overlay plywood (see Appendix G for specification).

Determination of Size of Message
The procedure for pedestrian signs using NPS Moduf:ed Clarendon letters
shall be as specified for Road Signs (see Appendix B, p. 000).

Spacing for all American Standard routed letters shall be optical. Tables of
character width and spacing factors have not been developed to date,
Consequently, to determine size of message, text must be laid out and
measured manually.

Determination of Size of Sign

Minimum vertical and horizontal margins, and in case of multiline messages,
line spacings, are added to size of message. Arrow and symbol spacings are
also added as necessary. Refer to layout charts on the following page, and
examples in Appendix D.
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SPECIFIC RULES

The following rules apply to Destination, Direction and Information signs in
Categories 1-6A and OTHER unless otherwise noted.

Position of Arrows

Arrows can be used to point in eight different directions: straight up, straight
down, straight left {90 degrees), oblique left up {45 degrees), oblique right up
(45 degrees), straight right (90 degrees), oblique right down (45 degrees),
and oblique left down (45 degrees).

Arrows are to be positioned to the left of the message when pointing straight
up, straight down, straight left, oblique left up, and oblique left down. They
are to be positioned to the right of the message when pointing straight right,
oblique right up, and oblique right down.

On roads where site conditions dictate a narrow sign, and an arrow positioned
to the left or right of the message would result in an overly wide sign, the
arrow may be centered below the message. This is not applicable to
directional signs with more than one arrow.

On trail signs with numerous destinations, for greater clarity a single arrow
may be placed above a group of destinations with common direction. Arrows
which are so placed shall take a fiush left position for any arrow direction
(see example, Appendix D).

Spacing Guide (NPS Modified Clarendon, Categories 1-5A only)
All margins are measured from outside edges of sign panel.

Minimum Horizontal Spaces: Between right or left edge of sign and message,
arrow or symbol — one lowercase letter height. (C — See Layout Chart.)

Between words — factor 16. (Manual Factor Table, Appendix B-00).

Horizontal spacing between symbol and word, symbol and arrow, and
between symbols — factor 16.

Groups of symbols in a horizontal row —~ factor 16. Total row to be centered
on the sign (See examples, Appendix D).

Between word and arrow — factor 16 (See examples, Appendix D).

Between number and an abbreviated term, eg. 22 mi — factor 14 (Manual
Factor Table, Appendix B-00).

Minimum Vertical Spaces: Between top edge of sign and top of an uppercase
letter in first line — one lowercase letter height. (C — See Layout Chart).
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Between lines of legend — one uppercase letter height (A — See Layout
Chart).

Between lines in name phase-one lowercase letter height (B — See Layout /_
Chart and Appendix D, “Appendix/Cemetery"”.)

Between bottom line of legend and bottom edge of sign — one lowercase
letter height (C).

Vertical spacing between legend and symbol — one lowercase letter height

(B).

Vertical spacing berween top or bottom edge of sign and symbol — one
lowercase letter height (C).

For vertical spacing of arrows, see Appendix D.

Note: For minimum horizontal and vertical spacing on Category OTHER
signs, refer to Layout Chart, Appendix B-00 and Example, Appendix D-00.

Rules for Capitalization (NPS Modified Clarendon, Categories 1-5A only)
Refer to example in Appendix D.

Destinations are always spelled in upper and lowercase letters.

Directions are spelled in uppercase letter, if they are the only message on the
sign.

Directions are spelled in uppercase letters, if they occur together with
destinations on the same sign.

If a directional expression is part of a destination, it will be spelled in
uppercase and lowercase letters.

Note: All letters on Category OTHER signs are uppercase only.

Punctuation (NPS Modified Clarendon, Categories 1-5A only)
Space between period, comma, etc., and following word — factor 16.

Space between period and following capital letter in an abbreviation, e.g.,
U.S. —factor 14 (See Example, Appendix D).

Note: Spacing of punctuation on Category OTHER signs to be optical. (A\

For position of arrows, horizontal and vertical spacing, etc., on symbol -

plates, refer to graphic charts, Appendix C.
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Fractions: Fractions shall be used only on advance notice signs on categories
1-3 roads. Advance notice signs with fractions shall be limited to ‘%’ or ““%"
exclusively, e.g. “Turkey Run Left % Mile”. All other destination or advance
notice signs with distances shall use mileage in decimals or feet, e.g. 1.3 mi”
or “600 ft".

Layout and spacing of fractions shall be as follows (refer to examples below
and in Appendix D-00):

Horizontal space between text and left edge of numerator — factor 16.
Horizonta! space between right edge of ‘denominator and text — factor 14,

Horizontal space between numerator {*1”') and denominator (2" or *‘4"’) —
factor 16.

Horizontal space between numerator and left edge of diagonal slash — factor
2 for “%” only. Numerator and left edge of diagonal slash line up for %",

Thickness of diagonal slash between numerator and denominator of fraction
— 1/8 uppercase letter height, A (of adjoining text). Diagonal slash shall be
inclined at 60° angle from line of text.

Total height of fraction — one and one-half uppercase letter height, 1% A
(of adjoining text). Fraction is to be centered vertically on text to right and
left of the fraction.

Vertical space between first line of text (destination) and second line
{direction including fraction) — one uppercase letter height, A (letter size
of destination), measured from text, not top of numerator.

Minimum vertical space between direction including fraction and bottom

edge of sign —one lower case letter height, B (letter size of destination),
measured from text, not bottom of denominator.
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Final Layout

Regional Offices are responsible for the final design and layout of signs. The
Regional Office Sign Coordinator will work from preliminary layout
information supplied by individual park offices. Appendix E contains
information on ordering signs. The Regional Office is responsible for ensuring
that designs are in conformance with these Specifications. In general, the
decisions of sign placement, content letter size, and so forth, will be made
during preliminary planning by the park. Regional Offices will review and
recommend adjustments in placement, text, symbols, size, and so forth, to
increase their effectiveness.
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PEDESTRIAN SIGNS

Category 5A Category 5
1.50” U/C
1" L/C

Factor *1"u/c
Number 67" L/C
16 913
15 73
14 .459
13 416
12 .384
n .365
10 .35
9 318
8 .293
7 .268
6 .244
5 .22
4 .187
3 138
2 106
1 .048
0 .0

1.37
1.095
' .689
.625
576
.548
.525
477
44
403
.367
.33
.281
.208
.159
.073
.0

*Not available in die-cut letter fonts
**To be used whenever engineering judgment warrants.

MANUAL FACTOR TABLE
NPS Modified Clarendon — Uppercase/Lowercase Letter Heights

Category 4
2.25" U/C
1.50” L/C

2.056

1.64

1.034
.937
.865
.822
.787
716
.66
.604
.55
.496
421
.312
.238
.109
.0

)

Category 3
(0-30)
3.75" U/C

250" L/C

3.426
2.737
1.723
1.562
1.441
1.37
1.312
1.194
1.1
1.007
917
.826
.703
.52
.398
.183
.0

ROAD SIGNS
Category 2  Categories 1,1A
(35-45) (60-55)
6" uU/C 9” u/C
4" L/C 6" L/C
5.482 8.223
4.38 6.57

2.757 4,135
25 3.75
2.307 3.460
2.193 3.289
2.1 3.15
1.91 2.866
1.761 2.641
1.612 2.418
1.468 2.202
1.323 1.984
1.126 1.687
.833 1.249
.637 .955
.293 439
.0 .0

Oversized
Categories 1,1A**
(50-55)

12" U/C

8” L/C

10.964
8.76
5.5614
5.0
4.614
4.386
4.2
3.822
3.622
3.224
2.936
2.646
2.25
1.666
1.274

.586
.0



CHARACTER WIDTH TABLE (NPS MODIFIED CLARENDON)

Ampersand
Dollar Sign
Cent Sign

Percent Sign %

APRPE COOMNOULWN= NXXSLCHWIPTVOZErA-—"IOTMODO®»

UPPER CASE & NUMERALS
*" 150" 225" 375"
u/c U/c uU/lc ulc
111 166 249 4.16

94 142 213 355
89 134 201 335
101 152 228 380
95 142 214 356
89 134 200 3.34
104 157 235 392
1.07 162 242 404
47 71 106 177
76 114 170 284
107 161 241 403
89 133 212 332
1.3 195 292 487
107 162 242 404
102 153 230 383
89 133 200 333
1.11 167 250 4.16
101 152 227 379
85 128 192 321
92 1.37 206 344
101 152 229 381
105 157 236 393
158 2.38 356 594
.11 166 248 4.14
107 160 241 401
85 128 192 321
57 .86 128 214
83 124 186 3.10
82 123 185 308
83 124 186 3.09
82 123 185 307
79 119 178 297
76 1.14 170 284
82 125 185 308
79 119 178 297
86 129 193 322
107 161 242 403
61 91 136 227
66 10 15 25
98 147 220 367

*Not available in die-cut letters.

B-15

6"
u/c

6.65
5.68
5.37
6.09
5.70
5.35
6.27
6.47
2.83
4.55
6.45
5.32
78

6.47
6.13
5.33
6.67
6.07
5.13
5.50
6.1

6.29
9.51
6.63
6.42
5.13

343
496
493
4.95
4.92
4.76
4.55
4.93
4.76
5.16

6.45
3.64
4.0

5.88

9"
u/c

9.97
8.52
8.05
9.13
8.56
8.02
9.40
9.70
424
6.82
9.67
8.5
1.7
9.7
9.19
7.99
10.0
9.10
7.69
8.256
9.15
9.43
14.26
9.94
9.63
7.69

5.14
7.44
7.39
7.42
7.38
7.14
6.82
7.39
7.14
7.74

9.67
5.46

8.82

1 2"
u/c

13.3
11.36
10.74
12.18
11.40
10.7
12.54
12.94
5.66
9.1
12.9
10.64
156 .
12.94
12.26
10.66
13.34
12.14
10.26
11.0
12.2
12.58
19.02
13.26
12.84
10.26

6.86
9.92
9.86
9.9
9.84
9.52
9.1
9.86
9.62
10.32

12.9
7.28
8.0

11.76



CHARACTER WIDTH TABLE (NPS MODIFIED CLARENDON)

comma/
semi-colon

period/
colon

dash

question
mark

exclamation
point
parenthesis
quotes

N~<><§<:"'“"‘.D'UO:3—7?‘-'—'3"0"‘00.00"“

!
0

" e

*Not available in die-cut letters.

LOWER CASE & PUNCTUATION

*67”
L/C
(for
1 ”
u/C)

.79
77
.66
79
.68
.57
.88
.82
41
.47
.85
41
1.256
.82
.79
.79
79
.60
.61
.50
.79
.79
1.14
.82
.85
.63

.25

.22
44

.67

24
.30
.54

1"
L/C
(for
1.50”
u/c)

1.18
1.15
1.0
1.19
1.02
.85
1.32
1.23
.61
71
1.28
.61
1.89
1.22
1.19
1.19
1.19
.90
91
.76
1.19
1.19
1.71
1.24
1.28
.95

.37

.33
.67

1.01

.36
.45
.81

1.50"
L/C
(for
2.25"
u/C)

R U N TGN
© 00w W W

CoONONO NN
N O

1.61

.53
.67
1.22
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2.50"
L/c
{for
3.75”
u/c)

2.95
2.88
2.50
2.98
2.55
2.13
3.31
3.08
1.63
1.78
3.19
1.63
4.71
3.06
2.96
2.96
2.96
2.26
2.27
1.88
2.96
2.96
4.28
3.09
3.20
2.37

.93

.83
1.66

2,51

.89
1.1
2.03

4"
L/c
{for
6'!
u/C)

4.72
4.62
4.0

4.77
4.08
3.41
5.3

4.93
2.45
2.85
5.11
2.45

7.55
4.9

4.75
4.75
4.75
3.62
3.64
3.02
4.75
4.75
6.85
4.95
5.13
3.8

1.5

1.34
2.67

4.03

1.43
1.79
3.25

6"
L/C
(for
9"
u/c)

7.08
6.93

6.00
7.15

6.12
5.11
7.95
7.39
3.67
4.27
7.66
3.67
11.32
7.35
7.12
7.12
7.12
5.43
5.46
4.53
7.12
7.12
10.27
7.42
7.69
5.70

2.25

2.01
4.00

6.04

2.14
2.68
4.87

8"
L/C
(for
12"
u/c)

9.44
9.24
8.00
9.654
8.16
6.82
10.60
9.86
4.90
5.70
10.22
4.90
15.10
9.80
9.680
9.560
9.50
7.24
7.28

6.04
9.60

9.50
13.70
9.90
10.26
7.60

3.00

2.68
5.34

8.06

2.86
3.58
6.50



SPACING CHART
UPPER CASE TO UPPER CASE

Second Letter

BK
DL

EM| C

FN | G

HP | O

Q

IR

A

2ﬂg
—
EEB

°

FELER BTSN

(

=
clao|lolo|lulw|lo|T|lalv|lalz|lolald|c]|v|-|D>

Aol

200 — 3

=
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SPACING CHART
UPPER CASE TO LOWER CASE

Second Letter

= Iﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ.ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂn o
o

Cdnuﬂqf

=
< mlo|lo|w w|l o] ] - ¥ g 2|0 aldac|wnl-lo> x>~
181387 18414
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SPACING CHART
UPPER CASE TO PUNCTUATION

Second Character

Ml
T

w|lw |

481397 38414

(

VW

B-19



SPACING CHART
UPPER CASE TO FIGURES

Second Figure

&)

[a]

w

[T

1911977 15414
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SPACING CHART
J

LOWER CASE TO UPPER CASE

BK
DL
EM | C
FN | G
HP | O
IR | Q

11

Second Letter

b,e,o0,p

©

181187 15414

(
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10

11

h,m,n
v,W




SPACING CHART
LOWER CASE TO LOWER CASE

Second Letter

C

NINlO|lO|lO|lO|I~N[O|O|N|O|O|D|O|N|[~NIMN[O(MN|—
— — | — —

nnnnnnunnnnnnnunnna
nl-nnnnn-nnmnun-ng
T~z e lol- ool oo o o ol ol o[- |
mn,m-nnn-n-n-nn-n-no
o= oo o o] ol o
fal--nnnmn-l-nnnnno

©T o 0 T\

e ﬂllﬂﬂnﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂlﬁlﬂﬂﬂ
-

=
= E B
>

Cdzlg.n...l.l.kq_ls..lu

=
o
Ly
¥-)

x >l N

lana 1sa14

B-22



First Letter

SPACING CHART
LOWER CASE TO PUNCTUATION

Second Character

a

be,o0,p

P =

c

d, |

12

11 |
13 |

11
14

Dol |rlo|N|IN|lO|lo|Ww

10
13

Py
o

10

13 |10 |
12 |

12

1

10
11

muuwmmmmmwmmmqmmmwmﬁ“f

|||~ ]|

~N | o

13
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SPACING CHART
LOWER CASE TO FIGURES

Second Figure

181197 15414
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SPACING CHART
PUNCTUATION TO LOWER CASE

Second Letter

RS E
-

1810RIRYD) 15414

(
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First Character

SPACING CHART

PUNCTUATION TO UPPER CASE

Second Letter

BK
DL
EM

6 |
0
o
6 |
4 |
7§
7 |
7|
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First Character

SPACING CHART
PUNCTUATION TO PUNCTUATION

Second Character

B-27



First Character

SPACING CHART
PUNCTUATION TO FIGURES

Second Figure

B-28



SPACING CHART
FIGURES TO LOWER CASE

Second Letter

0T o O

n o x

—|ln|m|s|w|lo|~]|o| S| =

aanblg 3sa14

(
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SPACING CHART
FIGURES TO UPPER CASE

Second Letter

BK
DL
EM | C
FN | G
HP [ O

ainbiq 3504
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SPACING CHART
FIGURES TO FIGURES

Second Figure

aanbig 15414

B-31



First Figure

SPACING CHART
FIGURES TO PUNCTUATION

Second Character

3
6
4
4
4
4
7
4
8
4

B-32
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APPENDIX C; SYMBOL USAGE
GUIDELINES, CATEGORIES 1-5A

To preserve the identity and integrity of the Federal recreation symbols,
definitions and usage guidelines are necessary. Adherence to these guidelines
is important to achieve visitor acceptance and maintain uniformity with other
governmental entities who use these symbols.

These symbols can be used in many places; however, their use should be
restricted to locations where a worded sign would have been used. The
obvious should not be symbolized; rather symbols should be used to establish
distinctions between facilities and activities.

By their nature, symbols must be simple in order to communicate a universal
message. Detailed regulations on fishing and hunting, for example, cannot be
explained by a symbol. Worded signs or bulletins should continue to be used
to explain detailed information which symbols cannot convey.

The oversized symbol plates,
Category 1- 24" X 32", and 24" X 36"
Categories 1A and 2 - 18" X 24", and 18" X 28%"
Category 3 - 12" X 16", and 12" X 18%"
Category 4 - 8" X 10%" and
Categories 5 and 5A - 6" X 8%4",

are designed to accommodate a legend providing supplementary information.
The legend may consist of an arrow in one of eight orientations, distance in
feet or miles, or prohibitive text. The legend may also indicate the beginning
or end of a trail, for example, ’Start” or “End”’; be numbered sequentially to
indicate progression on a trail; or carry the name or number of a trail being
followed. A 12", 8", or 6" secondary symbol may be used respectively below
a 24", 18", or 12" symbol on an oversized plate, in place of text. The legend
or text on an oversized symbol plate shall be brown on white. All symbols
showing a prohibitive red slash must have the prohibitive worded text specified
in this Appendix for the applicable symbol. The prohibitive red slash will be
made of reflective or nonreflective sheeting respectively, to match face
material of the base symbol.

Each symbol has a number to be used for ordering and inventory purposes.
The title refers to the adopted name for each symbol, and the description is
the definition for the title.

Permissible uses by category, of symbols prescribed for NPS roads and trails,
are shown on th following chart. These recreation symbols should be used
with care to avoid confusion with prescribed symbol use on warning and
regulatory signs.
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For 5 years, symbol no. RS-014, Information, shall be used on an oversized
plate with the title below. Symbol no.RS-024, First Aid, shall be white on
brown background, with cross in red for additional accent.

Symbol RS-028 “International Symbol of access should be displayed only on
those facilities intended for public use in which a person in a wheelchair can
enter unassisted, conduct his business, and return to the mainstream of
pedestrian traffic or a parked automobile without meeting physical
impediments of design or construction. Symbol shall be white on blue at all
times.”’
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*This symbol when used with
a prohibiting red slash shall
include the text shown
immediately below symbol
number. (See examples,
Appendix D.)

*Firearms RS-001

No Firearms

Area where firearms

are permitted.

Area where firearms are
prohibited. (Does not de-
scribe types of firearms.)

*Smoking RS-002
No Smoking
Area where smoking is per-
mitted.
Area closed to smoking.

)

FEDERAL RECREATION SYMBOLS — CATEGORIES & USAGE

ROAD SIGNS (VEHICULAR)

PEDESTRIAN SIGNS

Categories 1, 1A Category 2 Category 3 Category 4 Categories 5, BA
Parkways, Roads 35-45 Roads 0-30 To be viewed | To be viewed
divided road- | m.p.h., size m.p.h. from 75-100 | from 0-75
ways & park 18”x18" and parking feet feet
roads, 50-65 arbas size size: 8"'x8" size: 6" x6"
12""%x12

m.p.h.
size: 18"'x18",
and 24''x24"

X X X

X X X
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* Automobiles RS-003
No Vehicles

Roadway or other facility
for automobiles.
Roadway closed to automobiles

*Trucks RS-004
No Trucks

Roadway where trucks are
allowed, truck route.
Roadway or other facility
closed to trucks.

Tunnel RS-005

Tunnel {not a traffic sign)
for use on trails, etc.

Lookout Tower RS-006

An observation, lookout, or
fire tower.

)

ROAD SIGNS (VEHICULAR) PEDESTRIAN SIGNS
Categories 1, 1A Category 2 Category 3 Category 4 Categories 5, 5A
X X X
X X X X
X X
X X X X
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Lighthouse RS-007

Falling Rocks RS-008

‘e
Avreas of falling rocks (not "0
a traffic sign) for use on
trails, etc.

Dam RS-009 a

Fish Hatchery RS-010

Deer Viewing Area RS-011
Area where deer, elk or

other ungulates are *

habitual, and might

be seen.

)

ROAD SIGNS (VEHICULAR) PEDESTRIAN SIGNS
Categoriss 1, 1A Category 2 Category 3 Category 4 Categories 5, 5A
X X X
X X X
X X X X
X X X X
X X X X
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Bear Viewing Area RS-012

Area where bear are habitual
and might be seen.

*Drinking Water RS-013

Developed domestic
water supply.

Information RS-014

Text “Information’’ required.
Visitor information.

Ranger Station RS-015

Ranger station or adminis-
trative office.

ROAD SIGNS (VEHICULAR)

PEDESTRIAN SIGNS

Categories 1, 1A Category 2 Category 3 Category 4 Categories 5, 5A
X X X X
X X X
X X X X X
X X X X X
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*Pedestrian Crossing RS-016
No Crossing

Road crossing for use on

trails (not a traffic sign).

*Pets on Leash RS-017
No Pets

Pets are permitted but must

be kept under physical

restrictive control.

Lodging RS-018
Public overnight accommoda-

tions (hotel, lodge, motel,
etc.).

Food Service RS-019

Restaurant, cafeteria,
snack shop, lunchroom, etc.

ROAD SIGN (VEHICULAR)

PEDESTRIAN SIGNS

Categories 1, 1A Category 2 Category 3 Category 4 Categories 5, 5A
X X
X X
X X X X X
X X X X X




Grocery Store RS-020

Groceries, food, or camp
store.

Men’s Restroom RS-021

Restrooms RS-022

Restrooms for both men and
women,

Women'’s Restroom RS-023 ®

First Aid RS-024

(Cross is red.)
First aid station, or clinic.

)

Of-[5]=]5

ROAD SIGNS (VEHICULAR)

PEDESTRIAN SIGNS

Categories 1, 1A Category 2 Category 3 Category 4 Categories 5, 5A
X X X X X
X X X
X X X X
X X X
X X X X X
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Telephone RS-025
Public telephone.

Post Office RS-026

Mechanic RS-027

Automobile or boat repairs.

Handicapped RS-028

Facility accessible to the
physically handicapped.
(white on blue only)

Airport RS-029

Public airport or landing
strip.

ROAD SIGNS (VEHICULAR)

PEDESTRIAN SIGNS

Categories 1, 1A Category 2 Category 3 Category 4 Categories 5, 5A
X X X X X
X X X X
X X X X
X X X X X
X X X i
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Lockers RS-030
Locked storage.

Bus Stop RS-031
Bus or tour vehicle stop.
Gas Station RS-032
Gas station or gas dock.

Vehicle Ferry RS-033

*Parking RS-034
No Parking

ROAD SIGNS (VEHICULAR)

PEDESTRIAN SIGNS

Categories 1, 1A Category 2 Category 3 Category 4 Categories 5, 5A
X X
X X X X
X X X X
X X X
X X X
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Showers RS-035

Shower facility (can be used
with No. RS-021, 022, 023).

Viewing Area RS-036

Observation point from
which scenic and historic
areas can be seen or photo-
graphed.

Sleeping Shelter RS-037
Trail sleeping shelter.

*Campground RS-038
No Camping

Public campground (pri-

mary symbol), all types

of camping.

Closed to camping.

A

ROAD SIGNS (VEHICULAR)

PEDESTRIAN SIGNS

Categories 1, 1A Category 2 Category 3 Category 4 Categories 5, BA
X X X
X X X X X
X X
X X X X X




Lo

Picnic Shelter RS-039

*Trailer Sites RS-040
.No Trailers

Campground restricted to

hard sided vehicles (RV's,

trailers, etc.) exclusively;

sites with trailer backups.

Facility or area closed

to trailers.

Trailer Sanitary Station
RS-041

Facility designed for
dumping wastes from
trailer holding tanks.

*Campfires RS-042
.No Fires

Campfires permitted.
Campfires prohibited,

)

=)

I
r(®)

ROAD SIGNS (VEHICULAR)

PEDESTRIAN SIGNS

Categories 1, 1A Category 2 Category 3 Category 4 Catogorics 5, 5A
X X
X
X
X X










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































