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CHAPTER 1: PURPOSE AND APPLICABILITY 

PURPOSE 

This Sign Manual replaces the October 1978 edition of the National Park Service 
Sign System Specifications (NPS-SSS). It is designed for use by Park managers as 
an aid to the implementation of the National Park Service Traffic Control Sign 
System Guideline (NPS-52) and in arriving at management decisions regarding other 
park signing needs. It is intended that Park managers wi\1 utilize this Manual as a 
guide in the designing and ordering of all vehicular and pedestrian traffic control 
signing and other pertinent devices. 

This Manual constitutes the official National Park Service supplement to the Manual 
on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) published by the Federal Highway Ad­
ministration, U.S. Department of Transportation. Together, the MUTeD and this 
Manual are utilized by the National Park Service to provide for park managers recom­
mended standards, specifications and procedures for the NPS Sign System to assure 
a uniform and distinctive system of signing and graphics in meeting the Service's 
obligations under Public Law 89-564, the Highway Safety Act of 1966, and the 
Highway Safety Program Standards 23 USC 402, in a manner consistent with Na­
tional Park Service missions. 

APPLICABILITY 

Long established and documented National Park Service policy [Park Road Standards 
(1968 and 198411holds that park roads have a unique purpose, which differs 
significantly from the purpose of roads on the Federal and state highway systems . 
The Park Road Standards contain the following admonishment to park visitors: 

Park roads are for leisurely driving only. If you are 
in a hurry, you might do weH to take another route now, 
and come back when you have more time. 

Signing on all park roads should be consistent with National Park Service policy that 
park roads are not intended to provide fast and convenient transportation, nor 
designed Or intended to serve as commuter routes or connecting links to the Federal 
and state highway systems. Rather, they are intended to enhance the park ex­
perience while providing safe and efficient accommodation of park visitors. 

In this regard, the MUTCD in conjunction with this NPS Sign Manual, should be 
utilized by Superintendents as guidance in making management decisions on the 
design, location, and application of road signs and markings on park roads; and it is 
the policy of the National Park Service to follow the MUTeD with respect to the for­
mat of all regulatory signs installed on NPS roads open to public vehicular traffic. 
Nevertheless, the individual park manager, follDwing the guidelines and procedures 
set down in NPS-52, has the responsibility for determining whether or not a sign is 
necessary or appropriate at a given location. The decision to utilize a particular sign 
at a particular location requires the professional judgment of the park manager-­
drawing upon available guides, resources, and traffic safety engineering expertise-­
and considering a variety of other factors, such as the appearance of the road as a 
whole and its relationship to the natural and/or historical environment through which 
it passes. 

It is important in this regard, too, that such deCisions bear in mind long standing 
NPS policy to minimally intrude upon the natural or historic setting in National Park 
System areas, and to avoid an unnecessary proliferation of signs, while striving to 
ensure for the safety of park visitors. 
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Through an agreement with the Federal Highway Administration, the National Park 
Service has developed several specific exceptions to specific sections of the 
MUTCD, as follows: 

Section ZA-Z7 Posts and Mountings 
Add: Timber sign supports: A soil mounted timber sign support is acceptable as a 
breakaway support if it has a uniform cross section of not more than 24 square 
inches, or if within an 8-foot width path, there are: 

Two posts, each no larger than 3" x 6" or 4" x 5" dimension stock, or round 
posts no larger than 5" diameter, or 15%" circumference. 

Three posts, each no larger than 3" x 5" or 4" x 4" dimension stock, or round 
posts no larger than 4 y," diameter or 14" circumference. 

Section 20-3 Color, Reflectorization, and Ulumination 
Add: Brown shall be the background color for all guide signs on National Park Ser­
vice roads except for detour markers, detour signs, arrows, route markers, markers, 
or assemblies indicating a junction or intersection with an interstate highway. 

Section 20-5 lettering Style 

Add: Modified Clarendon lettering shall be used on all National Park Service guide 
and informational signs. 

Example of letter style is shown in Appendix A. 

Section 20-6 Size of Lettering 
Add: The size of lettering required for guide signs is directly a function of design 
speed. Die-cut letter fonts for the Modified Clarendon style are available in 3.75", 
6", 9". and 12" capital heights. Corresponding lowercase sizes are two-thirds the 
capital height. Minimum standards for use of these letters are shown in Chapter 5 of 
this Manual. 

Section 20-7 Amount of legend 
Detailed guidelil1es for determil1ing sign size and text are found in Chapter 5 of this 
Manual. 
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CHAPTER 2: RESOURCE DOCUMENTS 

The following documents are available from the Superintendent of Documents; U.S. 
Government Printing Office; Washington, D.C. 20402. 

Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (FHWA) 

Traffic Control Devices Handbook (FHWA) 

Work Zone Traffic Control, Standards and Guidelines (DOT) 

Standard Highway Signs Book (FHWA) 

Standard Specifications for Construction of Roads and Bridges on 
Federal Highway Projects (FP-85) Sections 633 and 718 (FHWA) 

National Park Service Park Road Standards 

The "NPS Traffic Control Sign System Guideline (NPS-52)" is available from the Na­
tional Park Service; Engineering and Safety Services Division; Washington, D.C. 
20013-7127. 

The following documents are available from the U.S. Department of Transportation; 
Federal Highway Administration, (HTO-21); Washington, D.C. 20590. 

Standard Alphabets for Highway Signs (FHWA) 

Specifications for Standard Highway Sign Colors (FHWA) 

The "Transportation and Traffic Engineering Handbook" is available from the In· 
stitute of Transportation Engineers; 525 School Street, S.W.; Washington, D.C. 
20024. 

The "Traffic Engineering for Better Signs and Markings" is available from the 
Military Traffic Management Command; Transportation Engineering Agency; ATTN: 
MTT-TE; P.O. Box 6276; Newport News, Virginia 23608. 

The following documents are available from U.S. Department of Agriculture; Forest 
Service; Equipment Development Center; Missoula, Montana 59801. 

Anti Sign Theft and Vandalism GUide (USFS) 

Signs Maintenance Guide (USFS) 

Placement Guide for Traffic Control Devices (USFS) 
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The following documents are available from the U,S, Department of Transportation; 
Federal Aviation Administration; 800 Independence Avenue, S,W,; Washington, 
D,C, 20591, 

Taxiway Guidance Sign System AC150/5340-18A (DOT) 

Markings'of Paved Areas on Airports AC150/5340-1 E (FAA) 

The "Un'lform State Waterway Marking System" 'IS available from the U.S, Depart· 
ment of Transportation; Coast Guard; 400 7th Street, S, W,; Washington, D,C, 
20590, 

Individual states may have their Own state 
supplements to the MUTeD, 
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CHAPTER 3: PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS, PARK SIGN PLANS 
AND INVENTORIES 

ENGINEERING STUDY REQUIREMENTS 
The decision to use a particular traffic control device at a particular location should 
be made on the basis of an engineering study of the location. Thus, while this 
Manual and the MUTCD provide guidance and standards for design and application 
of traffic control devices, they are not a substitute for engineering judgment. It is 
the intent of these Manuals to make available to Park Managers currently accepted 
practices and standards for traffic control devices and their installation. Qualified 
engineers are nevertheless needed to exercise the engineering judgment inherent in 
the selection of traffic control devices for a particular site, just as they are needed to 
locate and design the roads and streets which the devices complement. Those areas 
which do not have qualified engineers on their staff should seek assistance from the 
Regional Office. WASO Engineering and Safety Services Division, Denver Service 
Center, Federal Highway Administration, local or state highway departments, the 
county, a nearby city, or a traffic engineering consultant. 

PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS 

To assist the Park Sign Committee, some consideration and guidelines for preparing 
signs· texts, layout, and size· as well as methods for selecting appropriate sites are 
suggested. In determining the need for any sign or marker, the following questions 
should be answered: 

1. What does the visitor need to know? 

2. Is guidance or a message needed? 

3. If so, where is a message needed? 

4. What message is needed? 

5. How shall the message be presented (sign, symbol, exhibit, audio, or other 
means)? 

6. Is the sign for drivers of vehicles, pedestrians, or both? 

7. At what speed is the visitor traveling? 

Before proceeding with a sign, the answers to the above questions should be tested 
on several people not immediately concerned with the particular sign under con· 
sideration. 

To be effective the sign must: 

1. Fulfill a need. 

2. Command the attention and respect of user. 

3. Convey a clear simple message. 

4. Give adequate time for proper response. 

To fulfill these requirements, five basic considerations should be made: 

1. Uniformity. Similar situations are treated in the same way. Uniformity of 
traffic control devices simplifies the driver's task of recognizing, understanding, 
and reacting. It helps the National Park Service through economy in manufactur· 
ing, maintenance, administration, and recognition by the users that they are in 
the National Park System. Simply using uniform traffic control devices does not 
in itself constitute uniformity. A standard uniform device used where it is not 
appropriate is as objectionable as a nonstandard device; in fact, this may be 
worse because misuse breeds disrespect of all devices . 
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2. Design. The device should assure that features such as size, contrast, color, 
shape, composition, and lighting or reflectorization are combined to draw atten­
tion to the device; that shape, size, color, and simplicity of message produce a 
clear meaning; that legibility and size combine with placement to permit ade-' 
quate time for driver response. 

3. Placement. This assures that the device is within sight of the user so that it 
will command attention, and is such that a driver traveling at normal speed has 
enough time to safely make the proper response. 

4. Operation. The right device must be installed to meet the traffic re­
quirements at a given location; it must be placed in a uniform and consistent 
manner so motorists will properly respond to the device, based on their previous 
exposure to similar traffic control situations. 

5. Maintenance. Devices must be maintained to a high standard to assure that 
legibility is retained, that the device is visible, and that it is removed if no longer 
needed. 

Design and placement of signs on park roads must be compatible with vehicle 
speed, traffic pattern, and the driver's visual perception responses. 

1. As speed increases, driver concentration increases. 

2. As speed decreases, driver concentration recedes. At 25 mph, the natural 
eye focus point lies 600 feet ahead of the car; at 45 mph it lies 1,200 feet 
ahead of the car. 

3. As speed increases, the driver's peripheral vision decreases. More horizontal 
clearance is possible in sign placement on low speed roads. 

4. As speed increases, foreground details begin to fade. At 40 mph the closest 
point of clear vision lies 80 feet ahead of the car. At 60 mph the driver can see 
clearly only that detail within an area 110 to 1,400 feet ahead of the car and 
within an angle of 40 degrees. At that speed, the distance between 110 and 
1,400 feet is traveled in less than 1 5 seconds. 

1400 It 
--~---~ 

1200 II 

600 It 

01< 

DRIVER'S VISUAL PERCEPTION RESPONSES 
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SIGN PLAN AND INVENTORY 
The National Park Service "Traffic Control Sign System Guideline, NPS-52" require 
that each Park have a current sign plan and inventory. The Park Sign Plan 
establishes the role of all signs in carrying out the Park's objectives. Signing must 
relate to all transportation modes, providing information, direction and traffic control 
for the benefit of the visitor's safety. References for the preparation of this plan i.n­
cludes the various Park planning documents, including the Interpretive Prospectus 
and Wayside Exhibit Plan, manuals and data as appropriate. A sample sign plan and 
information helpful to its preparation are Included in Appendix B and Appendix C. 
The plan should address four major planning concerns. 

1. Descriptive Narrative 
This material should be brief, delineating the purpose of the plan as it relates to 
the mission of the Park, Its resources, and the presentation of this mission and 
purpose to the visitor. 

2. Sign Survey and Inventory 
The sign survey and inventory should identify the effectiveness of the existing 
signing and serve as a maintenance document. It should include type, location, 
description, text, installation data, condition, and initial cost. There should be 
room to include data for repairs made and when, inspections made and condi­
tions recorded and recommended changes for replacement signs. Photographs 
of all informational, directional, interpretive and other unique signs are recom­
mended for inclusion with the inventory for reference when replacements are 
needed or when changes in text are being considered. 
3. Location Plan 
This section contains drawings showing existing and proposed locations, 
message and orientation for proposed signs. The existing locations also identify 
inventory and photograph numbers. 
4. Summary 
This section outlines the general function of the plan and how it is integrated in­
to the other area management, operations, and safety practices. 

Review and Approval Process 
The following flow chart illustrates review and approval process for the Park Sign 
Plan from preparation by the Park Sign Committee, through the Superintendent to 
the Region for approval. After approval, the Regional Director returns the plans to 
the Park for implementation: 

PREPARATION 

PARK SIGN 

COMMITTEE 

RECOMMENDATION IMPLEMENTATION 

SUPERINTENDENT SUPERINTENDENT 

1 ",'" '" r q ~ 
REVIEW 0'< ,,'<" APPROVAL 

REGIONAL SIGN ","" 
COORDINATOR A'" REGIONAL 

& DIRECTOR 
SAFETY OFFICER - REVIEW 

TEAM 

3-3 

----------



Annual Inspection, Review and Sign Plan Update 
The Park Sign Committee will conduct an annual inspection of signs and review the 
Park Sign Plan. This critical inspection and review provides an opportunity to keep 
park signs current, and to update the Sign Survey and Inventory. Inspections shall 
be made both in daylight and at night. Any revisions to the Sign Plan should also be 
prepared at this time and submitted to the Region as an appendix to the approved 
plan, or as revised substitute pages. If revisions are extensive the review and ap­
proval process may be required. 

Sample Forms 
The following forms, 

10-47 Sign Survey and Inventory - 1 IDescriptive Data). and 
10-48 Sign Survey and Inventory - 2 IHistorical Data) 

may be used to establish an initial inventory Or to supplement an existing inventory 
system. The instruction which follow may be used to complete these forms. An 
alternate approach may be to use the 10-84 series sign requisition forms to 
establish a park sign inventory. These forms do not, however, provide sign location 
data or post details. If 10-$4 series forms are selected for your park sign inventory, 
an option worth considering would be to photocopy the 10-48 Historical Data form 
or something similar on the back of each form. In this way the descriptive informa­
tion and maintenance record for each sign would be on one page. 

Instructions 

The following is a list of codes for use in completing Forms 10-47 and 10-48. The 
codes are in the same sequence as contained on the respective forms, reading from 
left to right. 

All columns should be completely filled out. For those columns for which no infor­
mation is available, fill in the spaces with "zeros". 
Completed forms may be maintained and organized in any system considered best 
by the individual park or area. 

The conventional rule on the use of digits and numbers on ADP forms will apply, 
i.e" the "unit" number, the last entry of a number or code, will be placed in the ex­
treme right-hand box of the spaces provided for that code. 

Example: MUTeD sign M4-9L would be coded 00M49L. The extra zeros are added 
to fill in columns for which no other data entry is available. 
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FORM 10-47 

Sign Number 
Each sign shall be assigned a five-digit number. The first three digits shall be the 
route number assigned during the Road Inventory and Needs Study (RIP) and as 
shown on the area or route maps of the RIP reports. The remaining digits shall be 
unique to the individual sign. 

Examples: 01143 - sign number 43 on Route 11. 

The numbers assigned shall be used consistently in all reports. Sign numbers should 
be stamped unobtrusively on the back of each sign for field inventory, and possible 
indentification in theft recovery. 

Area 
Park 

This entry will be a five digit number consisting of a zero followed by the park 
organization code as presently prescribed, e.g. 05170 for Guilford Courthouse Na­
tional Military Park, or 09500 for Olympic National Park. 

Operation (OP) Unit 

The division or operation unit in which the sign is located. 

Type 

Code 

RG 
WA 
IF 
OM 
IN 
EN 
PM 
NP 
ST 
RM 
XX 

Regulatory 
Warning 
Information 
Destination (Direction & Mileage) 
Interpretive 
Entrance 
Plaques & Markers 
NPS Emblem 
Statuary 
Route Marker 
Other 

Manual Numbers 

Manual numbers refer to the MUTCD numbers assigned to symbol, warning and 
regulatory signs in the latest edition of the MUTCD or Standard Highway Signs Book. 

Fund 

Not to be used 

Location 

Road 

Route: The route number assigned during the Road Inventory Program. 

Mile: The mileage shall be determined by established mile posts, if available, or by 
certified odometer reading to the nearest V,o. Roads shall be surveyed west to east 
and south to north. Beginning points and mileage shall be consistent with Road In­
ventory data. 

Direction (DIREC) 

The direction or nearest direction the sign faces: N-North; E-East, S-South, W-West. 
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Description 

Size 

Sign: Code as shown for given sign size. 

01 6 x 6 to 36 x 36 (Informational Signs Only) 
02 42 x 38 to 54 x 46 
03 60 x 48 to 114 x 60 
04 120 x 62 to 150 x 90 
09 Standard size Regulatory or Warning sign, as specified in MUTCD. 

Letter: 

01 12" uppercase/8" lowercase height (oversize category 1) 

02 9" / 6" (categories 1, 1 A) 
03 6" / 4" (category 2) 
04 3.75" /2.5" (category 3) 
05 2.25" /1.5" (category 4) 
06 1.5" /1.0" (category 5) 
07 1.0" / .67" (category 5A) 
08 Other (Informational signs only) 
09 Standard letter size specified in MUTCD for the appropriate 

Regulatory or Warning sign. 

Color: Background (BACK) and Letters (L TR): Use these codes for both background 
and letters. 

RD Red 
WH 
GR 
BR 
BL 
YE 
BK 
OR 
GB 
XX 

Materials 
Post: 

01 
02 
03 
04 
05 
06 
07 
08 
09 
10 
XX 

White 
Green 
Brown 
Blue 
Yellow 
Black 
Orange 
Grey-Blue 
Other 

Steel Channel or U 
Wood 4" x 4" or 4" x 6" 
Wood 6" x 6" or larger (breakaway only) 
Steel Pipe 
Concrete 
Light Pole 
Aluminum 
Weathered Steel Tubing, 2" x 2" with Breakaway Mount 
Weathered Steel Tubing, 4" x 2 Y, "with Breakaway Mount 
Weathered Steel Tubing, 6" x 4" with Breakaway Mount 
Other 
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Face: Codes apply to surface material only. 

01 Reflective Sheeting, (FP 85, Type III) 
02 Reflective Sheeting. IFP 85, Type II) 
03 NonReflective Sheeting 
04 Reflective Paint 
05 Beads on Paint 
06 NonReflective Paint 
07 Reflector Buttons 
08 Unpainted Wood 
09 Anodized (Aluminum) 
10 Unpainted Metal 
XX Other 

Back: Sign material, or backing upon which facing is mounted. 

01 Aluminum (not routed) 
02 Plywood 
03 Other Wood 
04 Steel 
05 Routed Aluminum 
06 Plastic 
07 Steel Plate 
08 Stone or Monument 
09 Embossed Steel 
XX Other 

TEXT - (Wording of Sign) 

Print or type sign text or graphics as it appears on the sign, using a slash to 
Separate each line of the message. Use only one line of form 10-47, leaving off 
what cannot be included on that line. This area may also be used to identify photo 
number if text does not fit. 
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FORM 10-47 
UAN 1984) 
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FORM 10-48 

Fiscal Year (FYI 

Space is available to record maintenance data for three consecutive years. 

Sign Number 

Code as described under "Sign Number" section, SIGN SURVEY AND INVENTORY, 
HDescriptive Datal. 

Date Installed • 

Code shall be a four-digit number. The first two digits shall be the month, and last 
two digits shall be the last two digits of year. 

Month: 

01 January 
02 February 
03 March 
04 April 
05 May 
06 June 
07 July 
08 August 
09 September 
10 October 
11 November 
12 December 

Year: 

86 1986 
87 1987 
88 1988 
89 1989 
etc. 

(Example: January 1986 would be 0186.1 

Installation Cost 

Include costs of manufacturing, shipping and installing the sign. 

01 $0-25 
02 26-50 
03 51-75 
04 76-100 
05 101-200 
06 201-300 
07 301-400 
08 401-500 
09 501-600 
10 601-700 
11 701-900 
12 1000 + 
13 No cost to NPS 
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• Condition Codes 

Post-Condition 

01 Satisfactory 
02 Not Straight 
03 Needs Painting 
04 Deteriorated 
05 Needs Straightening & Painting 
06 Warped (wood) 
XX Other 

Face-Condition 

01 Satisfactory 
02 Defaced 
03 Corroded 
04 Mounting Loose 
05 Faded 
06 Not Legible 
07 Warped (wood) 
08 Deteriorated 
09 Paint Peeling 
10 Reflective / Nonreflective / Peeling 
XX 

Letters IL TRS)-Condition • 01 Satisfactory 
02 Defaced 
03 Faded 
04 Not Legible 
05 Paint Peeling 
06 Reflective / Nonreflective / Peeling 
XX Other 

Reflectivitv (REFL)-Condition 

01 Excellent 
02 Good 
03 Fair 
04 Poor 
05 Nonreflective 

Visibility IVISIB)-Condition 

01 Can be seen easily 
02 Hidden by official sign 
03 Hidden by advertising sign 
04 Hidden by brush 
05 Hidden by tree limbs 
06 Hidden by parked vehicles 
07 Hidden because of curve 
08 Hidden because of hill • 09 Hidden because of building 
XX Other 
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Maintenance Cost (Maint. Cost) 

01 No Cost 
02 $00-25 
03 26-50 
04 51-100 
05 100+ 

Remarks Code 
01 
02 
03 
04 
05 
06 
07 
08 
09 
10 
11 
XX 

Date Replaced 

Satisfactory 
Vandalized 
Requires one-for-one replacement 
Obsolete 
Requires text revision 
Location inappropriate 
Struck by vehicle 
Weather damage 
Does not meet sign size standards 
Does not meet letter size standards 
Does not meet location standards 
Other 

Code as described under "Date Installed." Code date an existing sign is replaced 
with a new sign. or date the sign is dropped from inventory . 
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STOCKS /INVENTORY 

The National Park Service "Traffic Control Sign System Guideline (NPS-521" is very 
specific in detailing the responsibilities of the Regional Director and Park 
Superintendents. The duty to maintain signs in a safe and reasonable condition in­
volves inspection, anticipation of defects and conformity with generally accepted 
standards and practices. The carrying out of these responsibilities includes the 
maintenance of stock materials for repairing signs, and an inventory of replacement 
signs particularly those required regulatory and warning signs. 

Through periodic inspections and recording of these inspections on the park sign in­
ventory, the Park manager can develop a list of those materials most often used and 
those signs most likely to be subject to theft and vandalism and acquire and main­
tain a stock accordingly. 
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CHAPTER 4: GENERAL FUNCTIONS AND CATEGORIES OF SIGNS 

STANDARD TRAFFIC CONTROL SIGNS 

All National Park Service roads - except four or more lane roads or parkways, are 
considered to be within the conventional road or street category referred to in the 
MUTCD. Standard size regulatory and warning signs as designated in the Standard 
Highway Signs Book should normally be used on these park roads. Parkways and 
four Or mOre lane roads shall use standard sizes specified in this manual or larger, to 
conform with adjacent jurisdictional signs. 

Signs other than those classified and specified in the MUTeD may be required to aid 
enforcement of Federal and local laws or regulations. These signs should be in con­
formance with the general specifications for lettering, shape, color, and placement 
as outlined in the MUTCD or a locally adopted State manual. Regulatory signs must 
be either enforceable under the State Vehicle Code or an order prepared under the 
Code of Federal Regulations, Title 36, Chapter 1, Part 4, Vehicles and Traffic Safe­
ty. 

DIRECTIONAL/INFDRMATIONAL GUIDE SIGNS 

Lettering size for these signs is based upon roadway categories as determined by 
the posted speed limit of the road. These speed limits shall be determined by 
engineering study and traffic data, The factors to be considered are: the prevailing 
vehicle speeds; the roadway physical features; accident experience; and traffic 
characteristics and control. The area sign committee in consultation with a profes­
sional traffic engineer where appropriate, should review the design speed of all 
roads and the enforceability of the posted speed limits to ensure that visitor safety 
criteria are met. 

When selecting the letter size required for guide signs, refer to the following 
guidelines and chart, Sizes shown are minimum and should not be reduced. 
Whenever engineering judgment warrants, the size of the letters should be increas­
ed to the next larger size, These signs include advance, exit, directional, and gore 
area signs, 

a. Category 1: Divided roadways and parkways having a posted speed limit of 
50-55 m,p.h, 

b, Category 1 A: Roads having a posted speed limit of 50-55 m.p.h. 

e, Category 2: Roads having a posted speed limit of 35-45 m.p.h, 

d. Category 3: Roads having a posted speed limit of 0-30 m,p.h. 

LAYOUT CHART· ROAD SIGNS 

UC LC Margin Symbol Size of CQrner Arrow 
Letter Letter Space Plate Border Radius Length 

A B C D E F 
(Minimum) 

G 

Optional 
12" 8" 8"min. 24" 1" 6" 18,125" Category 1 

50-55 

Arrow 
Width 

H 

12,125" 

~8tegories 
:q 1. 1A 9" 6" 6" min. 18" 1" 6" 13,3125" 9.00" 
,2' 50·55 
'" ." Qltegory 2 6" 4" 4" min. 18" .75" 4" 9" 6.125" • 0 31>45 0:: 

Qltegory 3 3.75" 2.50" 2.50" 12" ,75" 2,5" 5,625" 3.75" 
1).30 min. 
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Special informational signs such as stream crossings, County and State lines, moun­
tain peaks, elevations, etc. should use 3.75" uppercase letters and 2.5" lowercase 
for all category roadways. 
Where the sign is placed and what the sign says are both important for safety. The 
visitor must have time to make a decision between the sign and the decision point. 
The visitor's decision should be confirmed by additional signs which enable him to 
proceed without confusion. 

ADVANCE NOTICE SIGNS 
National park areas are destinations for many travelers. Cooperation with State, 
County, or other agencies having jurisdiction over approach roads or main highways, 
including Interstates, must be obtained to adequately direct visitors to their destina­
tion. Where warranted by the interest and travel objectives of the traveler, as well 
as by the importance of the area, an appropriate guide sign might bear a legend 
such as: 

Valley Forge 

NATIONAL HISTORIC PARK 

NEXT 2 EXITS 

When advance notice signs outside of a park area are requested, supplied or placed 
by the park, the justification of the proposed design must be in conformance with 
the MUTCD. 

Memoranda of Agreement between State and local highway department and Park 
Superintendents or Regional Directors regarding cooperation in the construction, 
maintenance, access, and signing of roads are encouraged. Detailed signing sup­
plements must be appended which outline the State's authority and responsibility 
for installation and maintenance of signs within its right-of-way. Copies of all such 
memoranda and agreements must appear in the park sign plan. 

ENTRANCE SIGNS 
The National Park Service tradition of special and unique entrance signs should be 
continued. Although there is much to be said in developing consistent parkwide 
signing, non-uniform entrance signs are an exception. The park sign committee may 
elect however, to follow the standard sign design as outlined in the Service manual. 

Entrance signs are perhaps the most important of all informational signs when the 
visitor is searching for his first glimpse of the park. Advantage should be taken of 
this because it is often possible to find a combination of placement and construction 
that captures and reflects the true significance or spirit of the park. 

It may be desirable to use a distinctive supporting structure or base that establishes 
and / or enhances the feeling that the visitor has crossed a threshold into an area 
providing a different experience. These bases. however distinctive, must be as 
hazard free as possible to the motoring public. Ideally, entrance signs are con­
structed to permit the replacement of the text portion of the sign without distur­
bance to the base structure. 
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The information on an entrance sign does not require Department and National Park 
Service designation since this information is now incorporated in the NPS emblem 
design. If the designation is used, it will be given in the following manner. 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

Capitalization shall be as shown above and the letters for "National Park Service" 
shall not be larger in size than those letters for "United States ... Interior". The let­
ter size should be large enough to be readable from a moving vehicle (unless en­
trance is walk in only), but never should be higher than the height of the capital let­
ters of the name of the area. 

Entrance signs shall be restricted to containing the Park name, the arrowhead, the 
optional Park logo, and any cooperating agency logo. Entrance signs may also in­
clude the words "Entering" or "Welcome to". 
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TRAVELERS INFORMATiON SIGN 

The purpose of these signs is to alert motorists approaching an Park of special 
travelers information being broadcast on AM radios, Signs would instruct motorists 
to turn vehicle radio to one of two AM frequencies, 530 KHz or 1610KHz, Sign 
legend shall read "Travelers Information Tune Radio to 530 KHz (or 1610KHz)", 
Such signs shall have reflectorized white letters and border on a brown background, 

Erection of signs must be coordinated with State Highway Departments, Exact loca, 
tion will be provided by the Chief Telecommunication Engineer after radio coverage 
is determined, 

Selected large Parks provide roadside interpretive and other information to motorists 
using this same radio frequency, Until a uniform radio 'mformation symbol ''s 
developed, Parks shall use a sign with the text, "Visitors Information Tune Radio to 
530 KHz (or 1610KHz)" as needed, 

NPS ROUTE MARKERS 

A NPS Route Marker is available as an optional road-marking device, This marker 
shall be used in those Parks where it is desirable to mark park routes to faCilitate 
visitor travel, or for other traffic considerations, If the NPS Route Marker is used it 
shall be the one pictured in Chapter 5 of the Sign Manual. The maximum number of 
digits that can be used is three, 

U,S, AND STATE ROUTE MARKERS 

U,S, and State Route Markers shall not be used in Parks except where the road is 
primarily a through, rather than park route, e,g, U,S, 101, Lake Cresant Section, in 
Olympic National Park, To assist visitors, a directional sign may include a U,S, or 
State Route number as text (see section 2D-l1 of the MUTCD), 

BICYCLE TRAIL SIGNING 

All bicycle trail signing should confOrm to the extent determined possible with Part 

IX of the MUTCD, 

SAFETY SIGNS 

Whenever there is a hazard that might reasonably be expected to result in injury to 
Service personnel or the visiting public, signs warning of the hazard must be install­
ed, The need for and the placement of this type of sign shall be carefully considered 
to ensure that persons who might be exposed to the hazard will be adequately 
warned in accordance with the American National Standards Institute color code 
(ANSI Z-535l, as follows: 

a, Fire and Danger signs - red On white 
b, Hazard signs - black on orange 
c, Caution signs - black on yellow 
d, Safety and First Aid Equipment - green on white 
e, Radiation Hazard signs - black Of) yellow 

NAVIGA TlONAl AIDS 

All signs displayed on waters under the jurisdiction of the National Park Service shall 
conform to the "Uniform State Waterway Marking System" IUSWMS), Titles 33 
and 46, Code of Federal Regulations are applicable on navigable waters of the 
United States, 

Title 33 Section 403 of the Code of Federal Regulations requires that a permit be 
obtained from the U,S, Army Corps of Engineers ICOE) prior to the installation of 
structures in the navigable waters Qf the United States, A buoy anchored to the 
seabed or river bed is considered a fixed structure or object thus requiring a permit, 
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Signs include but are not limited to: 

a. Danger: Orange bordered diamond symbol on white background. Words 
wIthin border may include IlRock" I "Dam". uSnag". 

b. Keep Out: Orange bordered diamond symbol with cross on white 
background. Words placed outside the symbol may include "Dam", 
nWaterfaii" ~ "'Swim Areau

. 

c. Restricted Area: Orange bordered circle on white background for 
regulating water use activity. Words placed within border may include 
"5 MPHn~ "No Swim u

, "Fishing OnlyU, etc. 

d. Information: Orange bordered square or rectangle on white background. 
Words placed within symbol may include place names, distances, arrows 
indicating directions, availability of supplies and facilities, etc. 

AIRPORTS 
All signing of runways, taxiways, etc. shall conform to the requirements of the 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). The following circulars have been published 
by the FAA for guidance in signing and marking. 

Advisory Circular "AC 150 15340-18A", 
Dated: 6/2/80, 
Subject: TAXIWAY GUIDANCE SIGN SYSTEM. 

Advisory Circular "AC 150/5340-1E", 
Dated: l1i14/80, 
Subject: MARKINGS OF PAVED AREAS ON AIRPORTS. 

CIVil DEFENSE 
All Civil Defense signs under the iurisdiction of the National Park Service shall con­
form to the MUTCD. 

PEDESTRIAN SIGNS 
Pedestrian signs are generally those located along trails, walks, in or near buildings, 
campgrounds of other similarly developed areas. These signs are used to inform the 
visitor of such items as park regulations, provide direction services, and narrative 
and pictoriill descriptions of park resources. Pedestrian guide signs used to direct 
the visitor to accommodations or special use facilities are to be placed in such a 
manner that the visitor will not become confused or lost between facilities. 
Pedestrian signs should always be kept to the minimum size feasible and used in 
locations where they will not detract from the visual scene. Symbols should be used 
to the greatest extent possible and should be grouped to identify facilities and / or 
activities within developments. 

INTERPRETIVE SIGNS (WAYSIDE EXHIBITS 
A general definition of an interpretive sign or wayside exhibit is a device or facility 
located at a significant place in the park to provide interpretation of the site or 
scene. These devices form an integral part of the park's coordinated interpretive 
program. Interpretive signs take many forms. Some are simple textual messages in­
tended to be read from autos on the roadside. Others include plaques, markers, ex­
hibits, panels, and demonstration displays in diverse designs appropriate to specific 
interpretive needs. This latter group goes beyond the scope of this Manual and is 
classified as an exception. . 

Upon installation in the area, interpretive signs and wayside exhibits become part of 
the Sign Survey and Inventory. Except for routine maintenance, however, the 
rehabilitation and replacement of interpretive signs and roadside exhibits not 
manufactured in accordance with this Manual remain the responsibility of the Divi­
sion of Museum Planning and Design, Harpers Ferry Center. 
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TRAIL MARKERS/BACKCOUNTRY SIGNS 
Trail Markers or Symbols: Trails designated by the National Trails System Act (P.L. 
90-5431 shall be marked with the uniform-symbols adopted for that trail. 

Other park trails should use a uniform parkwide marking system for each trail. The 
approved recreation symbols can be used for this purpose by adding numbers or 
other designations to the text plaque. Alternately, another system consistent in 
design and quality with these specifications may be developed. 
8ackcountry Trail Signs: These signs should be small, and used sparingly on foot 
and horse trails in backcountry or wilderness areas. They generally should be used 
only at trail junctions, to mark campsites, etc. The use of routed aluminum signs has 
proven to be economical and more durable than any other sign in this application. 
Little or no maintenance is required. 

NPS ARROWHEAD EMBLEM 
The NPS arrowhead emblem is the official identifying symbol of the National Park 
Service. Its design was approved by the Department of the Interior on July 20, 
1951. The emblem shall always appear in its proper form with no embellishment or 
variation, to ensure consistency and promote recognition. Its use conveys to visitors 
their presence in an area administered by the National Park Service. 

The arrowhead emblem is available in either non-reflectorized routed wood, or 
reflective sheeting applied to aluminum or plywood substrate. When requisitioning 
an emblem, specifications should clearly state the type and substrate required. 
Reflective emblems should be used only when necessary or desirable for emphasis 
after dark, and I or when placed on reflective type signs. 

Colors of the NPS arrowhead emblem are standardized and shall be as follows: 

Background 
Trees and buffalo outline 
Mountain and lake 
All lettering 

semigloss 
flat 
semigloss 
gloss 

20233 (cocoa brown) 
34058 (dark blue-green) 
23690 (cream) 
17875 (whitel 

Color numbers are those used in Federal Standard No. 595a. 
3" x 5" color chips of the standard emblem colors may be procured from: 

GSA Specifications Unit 
Room 6039 
7th & D Streets, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20407 

The routed wood official emblem is available in eight sizes: 

10n x 8" X 2" 
12" x 9%" x 211 

15%" x 12%" x 2" 
18" X 14Y4/1 x 2" 
27" x 21 %" x 2" 

40"x31 %"x3" 
54" x 43" x 3" 
7211 x 57}!.. /I x 3" 

Reflectorized official emblems are available in the same overall dimensions, but will 
be mounted on 0.080 aluminum or %" plywood substrate. The size of arrowhead 
emblem selected for a given use shall be in proportion to its setting. 

The full color arrowhead emblem in one of the recommended sizes shall be incor­
porated on all entrance signs, either on the sign itself or the base and support struc­
ture. The emblem shall be located with appropriate consideration to layout and 
design of the overall sign. Materials selected for the emblem shall complement the 
entrance sign. 
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The emblem may be used in limited instances on other signs, e.g. at visitor centers, 
ranger stations and park boundaries on major trails. The emblem also may be used 
individually at carefully selected sites within parks or offices, e.g. visitor centers, 
park headquarters, ranger stations and other visitor contact facilities. 'If placed on an 
entrance station, the emblem shall be well separated from traffic signs. The arrow­
head emblem is not intended to be used routinely on road or trail signs, or buildings. 

When an emblem is mounted on an entrance sign or against a building, spacers can 
be used to separate the emblem from its support. This produces a heavy shadow. 
emphaSizing the arrowhead. Spacer thickness should be in proportion to the ar­
rowhead emblem size used. 

Stencils of the official arrowhead emblem in Various reduced sizes may be used in 
other instances where official NPS identification is appropriate, e.g .. publications, 
selected trailheads, etc. The intent is to use the emblem sparingly and with con­
sistency. 

Use of the National Park Service arrowhead emblem for any purpose other than 
official National Park Service operations is strictly prohibited, except with the 
written permission of the Director. 
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This page reserved for 

artowhead emblems decals 
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LOGOS 
Many parks have devised a distinctive symbol or logo for quick identification of park 
facilities, interpretive trails, etc. The use of a park logo is permitted when it is in­
tegrated into a design-coordinated series of signs and / or exhibits. 

CONCESSIONS 
Signs within concession areas shall be of the same color and design as those for the 
whole Park. Superintendents should assist concessioners in designing and placing 
their signs in order to achieve a uniform appearance throughout the Park. 

Traffic control signs, exterior direction, and general information signs, which are 
necessary for visitor guidance within the concessioners' area, shall be installed by 
NPS. If the signs are for the concessioners' information only, these signs are to be 
installed and maintained at the expense of the concessioner. The wording of all con­
cessioner signs shall be approved by the Superintendent. All exterior concessioner 
signs are to be 'Included in the Park Sign Plan, whether installed at NPS expense or 
by the concessioner. Signs inside a concessloners' building should maintain the 
same quality and design standards as those erected outside. 

All exterior signs used in the concessioners' areas, whether installed and maintained 
by NPS or the concessioner, shall conform to this sign manual. The NPS will order 
through normal procurement procedures those signs required by the concessioner. 
The concessioner shall then reimburse NPS for these signs. 

Outdoor signs that advertise products by brand name, or by use of emblems or sym­
bols in the colors or designs used by manufacturers are prohibited. Concessioners' 
gasoline pumps may be painted in the recognizable standard colors normally used by 
the oil company who supplies the gasoline, and may include the oil company's name 
or emblem, the size of which will not extend beyond the normal pump dimensions. 

NPS PROTECTION AND REGULATION SIGNS 
The purpose of signs in this series (formerly 10-Forms) is to provide adequate public 
notices when needed, at minimum cost. 

These signs are to be used only in locations where forcible language is needed to 
ensure that hunters, poachers, or trespassers are served notice of park boundaries 
Or jurisdiction. For example, these signs can be used during hunting or fire seasons; 
and because of their low cost, can be replaced whenever they become unser­
viceable and removed when they are not needed. 

Only the signs shown in this section may be ordered and displayed. Basic colors 
shall be green on white for general regulatory sighS, and red on white for specific 
prohibited activities, fire, or emergency conditions. Special signs or variations from 
the text shown for NPS protection and regulation signs are not permitted. 

These signs may be requisitioned directly from National Capital Region, 51 5 New 
York Avenue N.E., (Brentwood). Washington, D.C. 20002, or Central Supply, Rocky 
Mountain National Park, Estes Park, Colorado 80517. 
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Fumigation In Progress! 

Poisonous and Flammable Gas 
(Ethyl"ne diddoride - Carbon tll!!trachlorid&) 

(Sign 10-9) 

AREA 
CLOSED 

ALL NATIONAL PARK SERVICE AREA 
BEYOND THIS POINT CLOSED TO 

PUBLIC USE AND TRAVEL BECAUSE 
OF EMERGENCY CONDITIONS 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT Of THE IlITERIOR NATIONAl PARK SERVICE 

(Sign 10-10) 
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NATIONAL PARK 
BOUNDARY 

Prevent Wild Fire - Keep The Park Clean 

IT IS UNLAWFUL TO 
Hunt, trap, or possess loaded and uncased firearms or traps. 

Cut, remove, or injure any tree, shrub, or foliage, or any 
living thing. 

Camp without a permit except in designated locations. 

Kindle a fire without a permit except in designated sites. 

Permit dogs, cats, and other pets to run frec. 

A FINE OF $500, OR IMPRISONMENT FOR 6 MONTHS, OR 
BOTH COULD BE THE PENALTY FOR VIOLATION OF 
THESE REGULATIONS. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

(Sign 10-11) 
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LIMITES DE P ARQUE 
NACIONAL 

ES ILEGAL 

Evite fuegos en los bosques 
Conserve el Parque Limpio 

Cazar, tcapar, 0 poseer armas cargadas; 0 trampas, Cortar, 
remover, 0 hacerle dana cualquier arbol, arbusto 0 follaje, 
o cualquier cosa con vida. 
Acampar sin un permiso. excepto en silios design ados. 
Prender un fuego sin debido permiso, excepto an Silios de­
signados. 
Permitir perros, gatos y otros animales que anden rea­
lengos. 

UNA MULTA DE $500 0 CARCEL POR UN PERlODO DE 
SEIS MESES. 
o AMBAS PENAS SERAN IMPUESTAS AL QUE VIOLE 
ESTAS REGULACIONES 

EST ADOS UNlDOS DEPARTAMENTO DEL INTERIOR 
SBRVIClO NACIONAL DE PARQUES 

(Sign 10-12) 
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THISISA 
NATIONAL PARK. 

Help protect this land. 
All plants, animals and 
other natural features 
are protected by park 
regulations against 
removal, destruction, 
and injury. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

(Sign 10-13) 

THIS BUILDING 

is under the protection 
of the United States 
Government; destruction, 
injury, or theft is punish­
able by fine up to $500 
or imprisonment for 6 
months, or both. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THElNTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

(Sign 10-14) 
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NOTICE 

NO HUNTING 
OR TRAPPING 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

(Sign 10-1 5) 

FIRE TOOLS 

If they are needed for 
fighting fire, break 
seal. Return all tools 
to this box. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

(Sign 10-16) 
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NOTICE 
ON LANDS ADMINISTERED BY THE NATIONAL PARK 
SERVICE, IT IS UNLAWFUL to excavate, remove, disturb, 
deface, or destroy any historic or prehistoric building, 
structure, ruin, site, or in-place exhibit, artifact or object, or 
to collect, appropriate, excavate, damage, disturb or destroy 
artifacts, pictographs, petroglyphs, objects of antiquity, fossils 
or scientific specimens. 

VIOLATORS ARE SUBJECT TO ARREST. CONVICTION 
CAN CARRY CRIMINAL PENALTIES OF UP TO ONE (1) 
YEAR AND/OR $}O,OOO. 

Archeological Resources Protection Act of 1979 

(16 U.S.C. 470ee) 

Antiquities Act of 1906 

(16 U.S.C. 433) 

(36 C.F.R. 2.1) 

(43 C.F.R. Part 3) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

(Sign 10-171 
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• NATIONAL P~RK SERVICE .j 

SS-26 

UOS 
B 
0 
U 
N 
D 
A 
R 
Y 

NPS 
° 

, 
SS-27 

q Q 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

CLOSED TO FISHING 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Q 

S5-28 

Prescribed Standard Protection Signs Green on White 
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o 

o 

o 

THIS PARK BELONGS TO 

ALL AMERICANS. PLEASE 
HELP PROTECT IT FOR 
FUTURE ENJOYMENT. 

UNnEO STATES DEPARtMENT Of THE INTERIOR 
NATrONAL PARK SERI(I\it: 

o 

SS-31 

o 

THE FLOW E RS, ANIMALS. WOODS. AND 
THE LAND BELONG TO EVERYONE; PLEASE 
BE CAREFUL NOT TO DAMAGE TH EM. 

UNITED STAiES OEPARTM!::NT Of THE INfEft/OR 
NATIOt4A\. PARK SERVICE 

o 

SS-32 

A GOOD CAMPER 
CA~~S IN A PREPARED SITE 
KEEPS A CLEAN CAMP' 

BUILDS FIRES ONlY IN FIREPLACES 

EXTINGUISHES FIRES ElEFORE l.EAVING CAMfl 
CARRIES VNBURNABl€ R£~USc OUT 
I~EVER BUILDS FIRES NEAR TREES 
N£V!::R DRIVES NAILS IN TREES 

NEVER ALLOWS DOGS OR CATS TO RUN UNLEASHED 
NEVER WASHES CLOTHES Of! DISHES IN STREAMS 

UNrfEO $TAHS DEPARTMENt OF THE INTERIQR 
NA,TIONlu. ,""'I'll( SERVICE 

o 

SS-33 

PLEASE 
LEAVE HIE FL.OWERS 
FOR Or,"lERS ro ENJOY 

SS-34 

Prescribed Standard 
Protection Signs 
Green on White 
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SYMBOL SIGNS 
Now used throughout the world, symbols provide a common, non-verbal language 
to transmit information to visitors regardless of their native language. In line with 
this, Federal recreational symbol signs have been developed and approved by a 
Federal Interagency Committee. Adherence to the Interagency Committee's adopted 
symbols is important to achieve and maintain uniformity with other governmental 
entities who also use these symbols. Symbols are intended for use whenever they 
can be effectively substituted for a worded message. To determine whether Or not a 
symbol sign would be appropriate for a specific use, the following criteria should be 
evaluated: 

1. Is the use for a facility, service Or activity? Symbols should be used to 
establish distinctions between facilities, services and activities. 

2. Is the activity, service or facility obvious? The obvious should not be sym­
bolized. 

3. Is the symbol repetitious of text identification that already exists? Both 
should not be used. Worded signs or bulletins should continue to be used to ex­
plain detailed information which symbols cannot convey. 

4. Does the symbol identify the activity, service or facility to the extent that an 
explanatory text is not required? If the symbol will not stand by its own merit, it 
should not be used. 

Text, prohibitive wording and arrows will not be used on the main recreation symbol 
but will be separate plaques added below the main symbol. Special justification and 
the approval of the Regional Sign Coordinator are required for the use for sup­
plemental text plaques. 

Prohibitive symbols will show a red slash from the upper left to lower right of the 
plaque. Prohibitive text is not required (See footnote on page 4-341. 

Secondary symbols shall only be used on signs in Category 1. 1 A, 2 and 3. and on­
ly when absolutely necessary. 

Permissible symbol plate sizes are dependent on roadway category as shown in the 
following chart: 

* Category 1 

Category 1, 1 A, 
and 2 

Category 3 

Category 4 

Category 5 and 5A 

Base Symbol 

24" x 24" 

18"x18" 

12" x 1 2" 

8" x 8" 

6" x 6" 

* Oversized, to be used on high speed roads. 

Recreational symbols are to be ordered on Form 10-84C, 
Recreation Symbol Requisition Form. 

W I Secondary 
Symbol 

24" x 36" 

18" x 28)'," 

12" x 18)'," 

N/A 

N/A 

In certain cases approved recreational symbols will not meet a special need in a 
park. The Superintendent working with the Regional Sign Coordinator may then 
develop special symbol designs to be used only for this one specific instance or until 
such time as a new symbol is adopted by the Federal Interagency Committee. 
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Symbol RS·028 "International Symbol of Access for the Handicapped Sign" shall 
be displayed only on those facilities intended for public use in which a person in a 
wheelchair can enter unassisted, conduct his business, and return to the mainstream 
of pedestrian traffic or a parked automobile without meeting physical impediments 
of design or construction. Symbol shall be white on blue at all times. 

Symbol RS·024 "First Aid" shall be white on brown background and a red cross. 



FEDERAL RECREATION SYMBOLS 

o 

o 

Accommodations 

Restrooms 
RS-022 

Restrooms fot both men and 
women. 

Lodging 
RS-018 
Public overnight accommoda­
tions {hotel, lodge, motet. 
etc.). 

Food Service 
RS·019 

Restaurant, cafet~ria, 
snack shop, lunchroom, etc, 

Men'.s Restroom 
RS-021 

Women's Restroom 
RS·023 

4-22 

'" Parking 
I1S·034 

No Parking 

Sleeping Shelter 
I1S-031 

Trail sleeping shelter, 

... Campground 
I1S-038 
No Camping 
Public campground (priw 

mary symbol), all types 
of camping. 
Closed to camping . 

.. Trailer Sites 
R8·040 
No Trails,s 
Campground restricted to 
hard sided vehicles (RV's, 
trailers, etc.) exclusively; 
sites with trailer backups, 
Facility or area closed 
to trailers. 

• 

• 

• 
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FEDERAL RECREATION SYMBOLS 

Winter Recreation 

Winter Recreation Area 
RS-077 

Primary symbol for winter 
sports recreation area. 

Ski Touting 
RS-046 

It Downhill Skiing 
RS-047 
No Downhill Skiing 
Downhill ski trail 
Area closed to downhill 
skiing. 

Ski Jumping 
RS-048 

Ski jumping facility. 

* Sledding 
RS-049 
No Sledding 
Sledding and snow play area 
Sledding and snow playing 
prohibited, 

4-23 

It Ice Skating 
RS-050 
No Skating 
Safe ice skating area. 
Ice unsafe, or area closed 
to skating. 

• Ski Bobbing 
RS-051 
No Ski bobbing 
Ski bobbing trail 
An areS O( trflll closed to 
ski bobbing, 

* Snowmobiling 
RS-052 
No Snowmobiles 
Symbol adopted by International 
Snowmobile Conference to 
designate where snowmobiles 
are permitted or trails for 
their use. 
Ar6a or tfBi! where snowmobiles 
are prohibitsd, 

* Snowshoeing 
RS·078 
No Snowshoeing 
Area where snow­
shoeing is permitted. 
Area where snowshoeing 
is prohibited. 



FEDERAL RECREATION SYMBOLS 

II 

Services 

Ranger Station 
RS·015 

Ranger statton or adminis~ 
trative office. 

.,. Drinking Water 
RS·OI3 

Developed domestic 
water supply. 

Information 
RS-014 

Text "Information" required. 
Visitor information. 

Grocery Store 
RS·020 

Groceries, iood, Of camp 
store. 

First Aid 
RS-024 

ICross is red), 
First aid station, or c!inic. 

4·24 

Telephone 
RS·025 

Public telephone. 

Post Office 
RS-02S 

Mechanic 
RS·027 

Automobile or boat repairs. 

Mobility Impaired 
RS·OaS 
Facility accessible to the 
mobility impaired. 
(whit. on blue only) 

• 
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Airport 
RS·029 

Public airport or landing 
strip. 

Lockers 
RS·030 

Locked storage. 

Bus Stop 
RS·031 

Bus or tour vehicle stop. 

Gas Station 
RS·032 

Gas station or gas dock. 

Vehicle Ferry 
RS·033 

Showers 
RS·035 

Shower facility (can be used 
with No. RS·021. 022. 0231. 

------------- -----

Viewing Area 
RS·036 
Observation point from 
which scenic and historic 
areas can be seen or photo­
graphed. 

Picnic Shelter 
RS·039 

Trailer Sanitary Station 
RS·041 
Facility designed for 
dumping wastes from 
trailer holding tanks. 

Trail Shelter 
RS·043 
Trail shelter providing 
some protection from the 
weather. 

II
;, . Picnic Area 
.' RS·044 

No Picnicking 

4·25 

Kennel 
RS·045 

Public kennel for pets. 



Laundry 
RS-085 

Are,a where washing and 
drYing facilities are available. 

Utter Receptacle 
RS-086 

Receptacle or area 
to deposit litter, 

• 

• 

• 
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FEDERAL RECREATION SYMBOLS 

General 

Bear Viewing Area 
RS-Ol Z 

Area where bear are habitual 
and might be seen, 

... Firearms 
RS-OOl 
No Firearms 
Area where firearms 
are permitted, 
Area whers firearms afe 
prohibited. (!Joo' not do­
scribe tYP8S of firearms,) 

* Smoking 
RS-002 
No Smoking 
Area where smoking is per­
mitted. 
Area closed to smoking. 

* Automobiles 
RS·003 
No Vehicles 
Roadway or other facilitv 
for automobiles, 
Roadway closad to automobiles 

11 Trucks 
RS-004 
No Truck$ 
ROadway where trucks are 
aJJowed, truck route. 
Roadway Of other facility 
closed to trucks, 

4·27 

Tunnel 
RS-005 

Tunnel (not a traffic sign) 
for use on trails, etc, 

Lookout Tower 
RS-OOG 

~n observation, lookout, or 
fire tOWer, 

Lighthouse 
RS-a07 

Falling Rocks 
RS-OOB 
Areas of falling rocks (not 
a traffic sign) for use on 
trails, etc, 



Dam 
AS-009 

Deer Viewing Area 
AS-Ol1 
Area where deer, elk or 
other ungulates are 
habItual, and might 
be seen. 

* Pedestrian Crossing 
AS-016 
No Cro$sing 
Road crossing for use on 
trails (not a traffic sign), 

10 Pets on leash 
AS-017 
No Pets 
Pets are permitted but must 
be kept under physical 
restrictive col'ltroL 

* Campfires 
RS-042 
No Fires 
Campfires permitted. 
Campfires prohibited. 

E
* * Environmental Study Area 

AS-076 
Environmental Study Area, 
or special environment 
program area. 

Point of Interest 
AS-OaO 
Used to denote a scenic, 
historical, cultural, etc" 
point of interest, 

*. Permission to use RS·076 (Environmental Study Area) 
must be granted by, Director, National Park Service, 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 
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FEDERAL RECREATION SYMBOLS 

ca 
a 

If Horse Trail 
RS-064 
No HOtS8S 

Hiking Trail 
RS-06S 
No Hiking 

Horse riding trail. 
Trail closed to horses or 
horses prohlbltsd. 

* Trail Bike Trail 
RS-06S 
No TraU Bikes 
Trail open to tr(l.iI bikes, 
scooters, or motorcycles, 
Tfl1ll closed to trail 
bikes, scooters, O( 
motorcycles. 

,.. Bicycle Trail 
RS-066 
No Bicycles 
Trail or road ior bicycles. 
Trail or road closed to 
bicycles. 

'" Recreation Vehicle Trail 
RS-067 
No Off-road Vehicles 
Trail or road for jeeps, 
4~wheel drive, or other off· 
road recreation vehicles, 
Trsil or road c/os8d to 
jeep, 4~wheel drive, or 
other off~rofJd recreation 
vehicles. 

Land Recreation 

B 

• 

4-29 

Playground 
RS-069 

Amphitheater 
RS-070 

Amphitheater, campfire 
circle, or other assembly 
point where programs are 
presented (not a visitor 
center), 

Tramway 
RS-071 

Tramway, ski litt or 
similar device. 

* Hunting 
RS-072 
No Hunting ~ No Shooting 
Area open to hunting inat 
to describe type of hunting 
permitted), 
Area closed to hunting. 



• 

\ 

Stabl • 
AS-On 

Public horse or mule stable. 

Interpretive Trail 
RS-074 
Interptetive trail with 
numbered markers or 
used with a guide booklet. 
(Oversized plates can be 
used for sequential numbers 
or to show directions! . 

Interpretive Auto Road 
RS-075 
Interpretive auto tour 
route with numbered 
markers or interpretive 
signs or used with guide 
booklet or other devices. 
(Oversized plates can be 
used for sequential num­
bers or to show directions), 

.. Technical rock-climbing 
RS-OSl 
No Rock-Climbing 
Area where technical 
rock-climbing is per­
mitted. 
Aru where technicBl 
rock-climbing is 
prohibited . 

• Climbing 
RS-Oa2 
No Climbing 
Area where climbing is 
permitted. 
Ars8 where climbing 
1$ p",h/bited. 

• 

4-30 

• Rock Collecting 
RS-OS3 
No Rock CollectIng 
Area where rock 
collecting is 
permitted. 
Area where rock 
collBcting is 
prohibited. 

* Spslunking 
RS-084 
No Sp.lunklng 
Area where spelunking 
or caving is permitted. 
Area Wh6f8 spelunking 
or caving Is prohlbltsd. 

• 

• 

• 
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Trail marking 
system for three classes 
of ability. 

Easiest 
(Green Circle) 

More Difficult 
(Blue Square) 

Most Difficult 
IBlack Diamond) 

DOWNHILL SKIING SYMBOL (RS-047) 

(~-.~) (e +J 

(~-.-) (+ 

[_+_J (+ 
(18" X 18" maximum symbol size and 18" x 6" plaque size - Category 2) 
(Arrow length - 3 Y, ") 

4-31 



Trail marking system 
for three classes 
of ability. 

Easiest 
(Green Circle) 

More Difficult 
(Blue Square) 

Most Difficult 
(Black Diamond) 

CROSS COUNTRY SKIING SYMBOL (RS-046) 

[ __ e_) (e +J 

[+ 

l~_+~J [+ 
(18" X 18" maximum symbol size and 18" x 6" plaque size - Category 2) 
(Arrow length - 3Y,') 
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FEDERAL RECREATION SYMBOLS 

Water Recreation 

Marinl' 
RS·053 
Primary symbol for water~ 
oriented recreation, boat dock, 
harbor, boat slips, or boat 
marina 

Fish Hatchery 
RS·010 

* Launching Ramp 
RS-054 
No Launching 
Boat launching ramp. 
Boat launching prohibited. 

.. Motor Boating 
RS-055 
No Motor Bosting 
Area for motor boats or 
motor vessels, 
Motor boats prohibited. 

~ Se.ilboatlng 
RS·056 
No Sol/boating 
Area where sailboats 
are perrnitted, 
ArS8 where s(J;/b(}(Jts 
are prohibited. 

II 

4-33 

It Row Boating 
RS·057 
No Row Booting 
Area for hand-propelled 
boats (row boats, canoes, 
kayaks). 
Water closed to h(Jhd~ 
propelled bosts. 

• Wate, SkIIng 
RS·058 
No Wafer Skiing 
Water skiing permitted. 
Water skiing prohibited. 

* Surfing 
RS-059 
No Surfing 
Water or beach where surf­
ing is permitted. 
Water or bl8ch closed to 
surfing. 

.. Scuba Diving 
RS-OGO 
No Scuba Diving 
Scuba diving permitted. 
Scuba diving prohibited. 



- -_.- ---------

a
'SWimmin9 

RS-061 
NO Swimming 
Swimming permitted. 
Swimming prohl#JitfJd. 

II 

* Diving 
RS·062 
No Diving 
Diving permitted. 
Diving plonlbited. 

• Fishing 
RS·OG3 
No Fishll1g 
Water open 10 fishing (not 
to descr/be type Qf fishing 
allowed), 
Water closed to fishing. 

'If Canoeing 
RS·079 
No Canoeing 
Area where canoeing 
is permitted. 
Arba whers canoeing 
Is prohibited, 

Boat Tours 
RS-081 
Interpretive boat-tour 
route, with numbered 
markers or interpretive 
signs, or for use with 
guide booklet or other 
devices, (Oversized plates 
may be used for sequential 
numbering or to show 
direction.) 

a 
'Wading 

RS·088 
No Wading 
Area where wading is 
permitted. 
Area whett!J wsding is 
prohibited. 

4-34 

Prohibiting Rod Sla.h 

• This symbol can be 
used with a prohibiting 
red slash to prohibit 
this use or activity 
(per secondary text). 

• 

• 
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VEHICULAR SYMBOL PLATE 

G 
+ + 

B 

0 A • 
.-* H 

E \ 

Vehicular symbol plate layout dimensioning 

Category A B C D E F G H 

1 24" 22%" 12" *" 4*" 4" 1%" 3/S" 

1 A. 2 18" 16%" 9" 0/." 4Y4" 3Y~ " 1%" 3/8" 

3 12" 11 " 6" %" 2~" 2)4." 1" 3/8" 

• Note; E and F values are radii, H values are diameters . 
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r C • 
\ 

H 

D 

I 
(square) 

VEHICULAR + + 
OVERSIZED SYMBOL PLATE 

WITH SECONDARY SYMBOL 
K 

M~ 
+ + 

J A • (square) 

+ + 
+ G 

~ 

1+------8------4-

Vehicular oversized symbol plate with secondary symbol layout dimensioning 

.... -
Category A B C D E F G H I J K L M 

1 36" 24" 12" %" 4%" 4" 1 %" 3/S" 22Y," 11 " 1" 2%" 2%" 

1A.2 28%/1 18" 9" 'lI." 4%" 3%" 1 Y2 It 3/S" '6%" 7" 1%" 20/." %" . 
.. --~-

3" 18%" 12" 6" %" 2*" 2%" '" 3/8" "" 5" %" 1 Y2" YS" 

Note: E. F and M values are radii. H values are diameters. 

• 
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PEDESTRIAN SYMBOL PLATE 

Ir- e \ 
I 

"'\\ 
,- ..... 

/ 

~ + + 

• ~ ~D A 
/ [\ 

H 

v+ E \- F +:y. 
"/ " ./ 

II 
B \ 

j\ / 

Pedestrian symbol plate layout dimensioning 

Category A B C D E F G H 

4 8" 7" 4" %11 1" Y:z" 1" %" 

5, SA 6" S" 3" %" 1" %'/ 1" %" 

• Note: E and F values are radii. H values are diameters. 
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HORIZONT ALI 
VERTICAL 
ARROW 
DIMENSIONS 

USAGE A CATEGORY 

1 12" 
1 A, 2 12" 
3 8" 
4 4" 
5 4" 

B 

6" 
6" 
4" 
2" 
2" 

............ - B-'" ............ \ 

G 1'-'-<-1 

II\~~. ' 
, I I 
! ' I 

~; ~ l uJ 
rl-----41 I 

A 

o 

I 
-~ 

SYMBOL PLATE ARROW 

C D E F G H* 

Yl" 1Yi" 9" 20/." 2v.. .. z 
%" 11;2" 9" 2%" 214." 21-
Yi" 111 'I 551 " 1" %" 1-2 I, 

" ~-
11." %" 2 W' 31s " %" 1-0 

On. 
1,4" 7/ " 2%" '. %" lis ,. ex: 

SEE ARROW SPECIFICATIONS FOR ARROW SIZE 

J 
3 51 " 
" 35/," ., 

2" 
1%" 
1%" 

* H = TRUE CENTER OF PLAQUE ARROW IS CENTERED 

K 

6%" 
6%" 
3%" 
1%" 
1%" 

ON THIS POINT FOR VERTICAL OR DIAGONAL PLACEMENT 

DIAGONAL 
ARROW 
DIMENSIONS 

G 

f--- .... B· ...... • ........ ·4 

/ 

c 

4·38 
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A 
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L 

4%" 
4)'," 
2%" • '" ," " 
27/~;! " 



• ~C 
l' 

kG ~ 
if' 

0 l' J " 
J ~ 11\ 

TEXT E 
/1' ONE LINE TWO 

*-TEXT LINE 
E TEXT 

I 

TEXT o A 

~! 
" / / , 

./ TEXT ;1 
F +- -/ il', 

H 
F I 

~ 
i 

I \lI~ 
B 

, 

TEXT PLAQUE 
USE 
CATEGORY A i B I ! 

C i D E 
! 
, F G H 

• 
ONE LINE 

, i ~. I i TEXT 8" 24" %:" ' ·10/4" UC LC I 2Yz" 2" 1~" 

1 2.50" 

TWO LINE ! 
! ~: 1 %" I TEXT 8" 24" Y2 ,. 1" UC LC 1 Y2" 2" , 

1.50" i , 

1 , ONE LINE 
%H ! 1%" ~! 1.0" i TEXT 6" 18" UC LC, 2Y." 1%" 

1.50" • 

1A TWO LINE 

I %" I ~ 1.0" I TEXT 6" 18" 7/S" UC. LC 1%n 11'.." 
1.50" 

ONE LINE 

I %" ! 1}4u ~ , TEXT 6" 18" UC LC : 2%" 1%:" 1.0" 
2 1.50" 

TWO LINE I 6" 
I 

J'," ! ~ 18" 71 " UC LC 1% H 1 1'.." TEXT " 1.0" 
; 1" 

ONE LINE f 

I I 0 TEXT I 4" 12" 3J~e " 1" UC LC 1 Yz'~ 1" 13/'8 " 

3 
1 .. 

TWO LINE I 

~ TEXT ~ 4" 12" 3/te" Site " UC LC ',," 1" 13/'8 " 
i , . .67"" 

I 
ONE LINE i 3" I ~ 

, 

TEXT 8" '/a" ii/HI" UC LC 16/U " 3/4 >, 5/8 " 

4 1" . , 
TWO LINE 3" 

I 
8" '/ " .55" .67"" I .56" 3/." ~/8" TEXT 

.. UC ONLY 

5, ONE LINE 

i 10 ! 3" 6" 11 " 13/'8" 
UC .65::: ,,. " 9/'8 " "In " TEXT •• /,. 

,5A TWO LINE I 3" 
I 

6" Va" .55" .67" 
I .56" 9/t8 " 1/te " i TEXT UC ONLY 

• 
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CHAPTER 5: RULES FOR FORMULATING SIGN SIZE AND TEXT 

GENERAL 

The detailed guideHnes on the following pages are the rules that govern the design 
of text, layout, and overall size for National Park Service signs. The critical determin­
ing factor of letter size is the maximum vehicle speed allowed and/ or reading time. 
Minimum letter sizes can be determined for all sign types based on the charts and 
rules on the following pages. 

Where sign size is not extremely critical, it is suggested that the final design be left 
up to the discretion of the manufacturer. The Park need only determine the 
message, general layout and size 9f letters required. In the case of signs ordered 
from UNICOR, the park shall fill out the appropriate order form and UNICOR will 
compute the necessary dimensions. If sign size is critical. the detailed steps outlined 
in this chapter should be followed. 

SPECIFIC RULES 

The following rules apply to Destination, Direction, and Information signs in 
Categories 1-5A and OTHER unless otherwise noted. 

Position of Arrows 

Arrows can be used to point in eight different directions: straight up or down, 
straight left or right 190 oJ. oblique right up or down (45°), or oblique left up or 
down (45 0). 

Arrows are to be positioned to the left of the message when pointing straight up, 
straight down, straight left, 0, oblique left up or down. They are to be positioned to 
the right of the message when pointing straight right or oblique right up or down. 

On roads where site conditions dictate a narrow sign, and an arrow positioned to 
the left or right of the message would result in an overly wide sign, the arrow may 
be centered below the message. This is not applicable to directional signs with more 
than one arrow. 

On trail signs with numerous destinations, for greater clarity a single arrow may be 
placed above a group of destinations with common directions. Arrows which are so 
placed shall take a flush left position for any arrow direction. 

Spacing Guide (NPS Modified Clarendon, Categories 1-5A ONl VI 
All margins are measured from outside edges of sign panel. 

Minimum Horizontal Spaces: Between right or left edge of sign and message, arrow 
or symbol - one lowercase letter height Isee layout chart dimension C). 

Between words - factor 1 6 (Manual Factor Table). 

Horizontal spacing between symbol and word, symbol and arrow, and between sym­
bols - factor 1 6. 

Each row of symbols to be centered on the sign. 

Between word and arrow - factor 1 6. 

Between number and an abbreviated term, e.g. 22 mi - factor 14 (Manual Factor 
Table!. 

Minimum Vertical Spaces: Between top edge of sign and top of an uppercase letter 
in first line - one lowercase letter height (see layout chart dimension Ci. 
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Between lines of legend - one uppercase letter height (see layout chart dimension A). 
Between lines in name phrase - one lowercase letter height. 

Between bottom of legend and bottom edge of sign - one lowercase letter height 
(see layout chart dimension C). 

Vertical spacing between legend and symbol - one lowercase letter height (see 
layout chart dimension B). 
Vertical spacing between top or bottom edge of sign and symbol - one lowercase 
letter height (see layout chart dimension C). 

NOTE: For minimum horizontal and vertical spacing on Category OTHER signs, refer 
to layout Chart. 

Rules for Capitalization (NPS MOdified Clarendon, Categories 1-5A only). 

Destinations are always spelled in upper and lowercase letters. 
Directions are spelled in uppercase letter unless direction is a part of the destination. 
If a direction expression is a part of a destination, it will be spelled in uppercase and 
lowercase letters. 
NOTE: All letters on Category OTHER signs are uppercase only. 

Punctuation (NPS Modified Clarendon, Categories 1-5A onlyl 

Space between period, comma, etc" and following word - factor 16. 
Space between period and following capital letter in an abbreviation, e.g., U.S. - fac­
tor 14. 
NOTE: Spacing of punctuation on Category OTHER signs to be optical. 

Symbols 

Symbol plate, arrow plate, and text plaque sizes are shown in Chapter 4. 

Fractions 

Fractions shall be used only on advanced notice signs on categories 1-3 roads. Ad­
vance notice signs with fractions shall be limited to "%" or "y," exclusively, e.g. 
"Turkey Run LEFT % MILE". All other destination or advance notice signs with 
distances shall use mileage in decimals or feet, e.g. "1.3 mi" or "600 ft". 

Layout and spacing of fractions shall be as follows: 

Horizontal space between text and left edge of numerator - factor 16. 
Horizontal space between right edge of denominator and text - factor 14. 

Horizontal space between numerator (" 1 ") and denominator ("2" or "4") - factor 
16. 

Horizontal space between numerator and left edge of diagonal slash - factor 2 for 
"%" only. Numerator and left edge of diagonal slash line up or "Y2". 
Thickness of diagonal slash between numerator and denominator of fraction - 'Is up­
percase letter height, A (of adjoining test). Diagonal slash shall be inclined at 60 0 

angle from line of text. 

Total height of fraction - one and one-half uppercase letter height, 1 %A (of adjoin­
ing textl. Fraction is to be centered vertically on text to right and left of the fraction. 
Vertical space between first line of text (destination) and second line Idirection in­
cluding fraction) - one uppercase letter height, A lIetter size of destination), 
measured from text, not top of numerator. 

Minimum vertical space between direction including fraction and bottom edge of 
sign - one lower case letter height, B Iletter size of destination), measured from text, 
not bottom of denominator. 
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ROAD SIGNS (CATEGORIES 1, 1A, 2 and 3) 

Formulating the Message 

Road signs are designed for automobile traffic. Under normal driving conditions 
there is little time between being close enough to read the sign and passing the 
sign. Consequently, messages must be short. They should be confined to the essen­
tial; for example, destination and direction. 

Message Rules: (Destination, Direction, and Information Signs) 

1. Maximum of eight (8) words per sign. 

2. Maximum of four (4) words per message, except where proper names are 
used (Examp)es: "Minute Man National Historical Park," and informational 
signs as "Wilderness Permits Required Pine Ridge." 

3. For signs with more than one message the following applies: 
a. Maximum of three (3) worded messages per sign 
b, Maximum of four (4) words per message 
c. Total words not to exceed eight (8) words 

4, If more than eight (8) words are contained in three (3) messages, the third 
message will be placed on a separate sign. 

5. For signs combining worded and symbol messages the following applies: 
a. Maximum of three (3) symbol plates per Sign, each symbol being a 

separate message. 
b, Maximum of one worded message per sign (Note: Although this worded 

message would normally be on one (1) line, it may be On two (2), or 
rarely three (3), lines if sign layout and unusu-al siting conditions SO re­
quire. (See example below.) 

c,Total of four (4) messages maximum. 

6. To keep messages short, certain commonly recognized abbreviations may be 
used, e.g., "Mt," for "Mount," "Pt," for "Point," IISt,1I for "Street." {Do 
not abbreviate historic proper names, e.g., "Washington" to "Wash,," 
"Arlington Cemetery" to "Ar!. Cem." Use discretion and tact to avoid an­
tagonizing local groups.) 

Determination of Letter Size (Destination, Direction and Information Signs) 

The letter size for signs to be used in a given location is determined by the max­
imum vehicle speed that is allowed at this point on the road system. When selecting 
the letter size required for road signs, refer to the following guidelines for each 
specific category. 

Category 1: Divided roadways-Speed 50-55 m,p.h. 
Major divided roadways and parkways having a moderate to high volume of traffic, 
such as the Baltimore-Washington Parkway and Suitland Parkway. Minimum size 
alphabet on guide signs (advance, exit direction and gore signs)' uppercase height 
9"; lowercase height 6"; arrow length 1 3'/,," and arrow width 9". Symbol size 
18" x 18", 

Whenever engineering judgment warrants, the size of letter shall be increased to the 
next larger, uppercase height 12"; lowercase height 8"; arrow length 18Ya" and ar­
row width 121',', Symbol size 24" x 24", 

Category fA: Roads Speed 50-55 m.p.h. 
Destination, Direction, and Information signs uppercase height 9"; lowercase height 
6"; arrow length 13'/,," and arrow width 9". Symbol size 18" x 18". 
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Category 2: Roads-Speed 35-45 m.p.h. 
Destination, Direction, and Information signs, uppercase height 6"; lowercase 
height 4"; arrow length 9" and arrow width 6'/ .... Symbol size 18" x 18". 
Category 3: Roads-Up to 30 m.p.h. 
Destination, Direction, and Information signs, uppercase height 3.75"; lowercase 
height 2.5"; arrow length 5%" and arrow width 3.75". Symbol size 12" x 12". 

Special Informational Signs 
These signs label stream crossings, county and state lines, mountain peaks, eleva­
tions, etc. Letter size shall be 3.75" uppercase height, and 2.5" lowercase height, 
for categories 1-3. 
NOTE: All guide signs Categories 1, 1 A, 2 and 3 shall be manufactured using die­
cut NPS Modified Clarendon letters. 

Datarmination of Size of Message 
The Tables of Character Widths, Spacing Charts and Manual Factor Table provide 
the means for measuring widths of every letter, numeral and punctuation mark in in­
ches; determining the appropriate spacing factors between letters and words; and 
converting the spacing factors to inches. The values pertaining to a given message 
are taken from the tables together: the Character Width and Spacing Factor Values, 
when totalled, provide the length of a legend in inches. 

Determination of Siza of Sign 
After the size of the message is determined, the minimum vertical and horizontal 
margins, and, in case of multiline messages, line spacing are added. Arrow and sym­
bol spacings are also added, as necessary. Refer to the layout chart below, and ex­
amples at the end of this chapter. 

LAYOUT CHART· ROAD SIGNS 

uc LC Margin Symbol Size of Corner Arrow Arrow 

letter Letter Space Plate Border Radius Length Width 
A B C 0 E F 

(MinlmumJ H . 
G 

Optionat 
12" 8" S"min. 24" 1" 6'" 18.125" 12.125'" Category 1 

50-55 
Categories 9'" 6'" 6"min. lS'" 1'" 6" 13.3125" ROO'" i'! 1. 1A 

'" 50·55 en 
~ Category 2 6" 4'" 4"min. 18'" .75'" 4" 9" 6.125'" 
0 3~5 ~ 

Category 3 3.75" 2.50'" 2.50'" 12'" .15'" 2.5'" 5.625" 3.75" 
(1.30 min . 
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Example 
The following step-by-step instructions will illustrate the procedure. Sign to have 
tElxt "Road", and be installed on a Category 2 road. Letter size thus will be 6" up­
percase and 4" lowercase. 

First Step: Determine the width of the required characters by using 
the Table of Character Widths on pages 5-14 & 5-15. In 
our example, the width of the "R" is 6.07 inches. 

Second Step: 

Third Step: 

Example: 

Letter 

Letter Width (inches) 

Space Factor 

Space Factor Value 

Fourth Step: 

Determine appropriate spacing by (1) selecting the spacing 
factors from the Spacing Charts on pages 5·1 6 through 
5-27 and (2) determining the Space Factor Value from the 
Manual Factor Table. In the example, the spacing factor 
between letters "R" and "0" is 7, and its value is 1 .612 
inches. 

Determine legend length by adding the totals of letter wid­
ths and Space Factor Values. In our example the total of 
letter widths, 20.31", plus Space Factor Values, 4.841", 
equal legend length of 25.151 inches. 

Legend I'Road" 

R a a d 

6.07" + 4.75" + 4.72" + 4.77" 20.31" 

7 8 6 

1.612" + 1.761" + 1 .468" 4.841" 

Legend length (total) 25.151" 

Determine minimum sign size by adding the appropriate 
margins to legend length and height. One lowercase letter 
height, in our example 4", is the required minimum margin 
space at each end, and at top and bottom of sign. 
Minimum sign width is thus 33.151" (4" + 25.151" + 
4"), and minimum sign height is 14" (4" + 6" + 4"). 
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Fifth Step: Signs are to be rounded off to the nearest 6" horizontal 
and 2" vertical increment. Therefore in this example at 
33.1 51 " total width would be centered on a 36" sign. 
The 6" increments for horizontal measurements and 2" in­
crements for vertical measurements should be maintained 
where possible. 

Example Layout: (Category 2) 

,;:::::-;-=:;;:;======~VARIA8L~ 6" lNCREMENTS (36"11 ::'=====::::;:~-;-::::l 
~ OPTlCALSPACtNG!25.161") -

6.07" 
f71 4.75" tat 4.72" 161. 4

.77" 1 
Factor 

Even though the above is a simple example, the more complex ones follow the same 
pattern. It is recommended that a few layouts be drawn up for practice, because like 
every tool, this guide has to be worked with in order to be mastered. 

PEDESTRIAN SIGNS (Categories 4, 5, 5A and OTHER) 

These signs are used where pedestrian traffic is controlled through the use of 
sidewalks, trails, paths, etc. Because adequate time to read pedestrian signs is nor­
mally available, messages may be considerably more detailed than on road signs. 
Pedestrian signs may include directions, distances, instructions, listing, name plates, 
plaques, markers, object identification and descriptive texts. 

Message Rules 

Pedestrian Signs should be simple and concise. Text should be clear and wherever 
possible written in a pOSitive, rather than negative sense. 
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Determination of Letter Size 

Letter size for pedestrian signs is determined by location, volume of visitors using 
the area, and distance at which message is to be viewed. 

Category 4: Uppercase height 2.25", lowercase height 1.5"; arrow length 3.5" 
and arrow width 2%". Symbol size 8" x 8". As a general rule this category letter 
height can be seen at 75 to 100 feet. 

Category 5: Uppercase height 1.5", lowercase height 1 "; arrow length 2.25" and 
arrow width 1.5". Symbol size 6" x 6". As a general rule this category letter 
height can be seen at 50 to 7 5 feet. 

Category 5A: Uppercase height 1 ", lowercase height 0.67"; arrow length 1.5" and 
arrow width 1 ,/,,". Symbol size 4" x 4". As a general rule this category letter 
height can be seen at 0 to 50 feet. 

NOTE: All pedestrian signs Categories 4, 5 and 5A shall be manufactured with NPS 
Modified Clarendon alphabet only. 

Category OTHER: Letters are uppercase only. Sizes available are: 

1 " Arrow length 1 .5"; 
%" Arrow length 1'/.'; 
'f," Arrow length 0.75"; 

Arrow width 1 %,.'; 
Arrow width 0.75"; 
Arrow width 0.50"; 

Symbol size 4" x 4". 
Symbol size 3" x 3". 
Symbol size 2" x 2". 

NOTE: All pedestrian signs Category OTHER shall be manufactured with Engineering 
Standard alphabet only. 

All pedestrian signs Categories 4 and 5 can be manufactured using NPS Modified 
Clarendon die-cut or routed letters. Category 5A signs can be manufactured only 
with routed NPS Modified Clarendon letters. All pedestrian signs Category OTHER 
are available only with routed Engineering Standard letters. (See Pedestrian Sign Re­
quisition, Form 10-84B.) 

The minimum size NPS Modified Clarendon letters routed in wood are as follows: 

1.5" uppercase, 1" lowercase (Category 5) - when routed in cedar, pine, fir, oak, 
hemlock, walnut, etc. 

1" uppercase, .67" lowercase (Category 5A) - when routed in high density overlay 
plywood Isee Chapter 6 for specification). 

Determination of Size of Message 

The procedure for pedestrian signs using NPS Modified Clarendon letters shall be as 
specified for Road Signs. 

Spacing for al\ Engineering Standard routed letters shall be optical. Tables of 
character width and spacing factors have not been developed to date. Consequent­
ly, to determine size of message, test must be laid out and measured manually. 

Determination of Size of Sign 

Minimum vertical and horizontal margins, and in case of multiline messages, line 
spacings, are added to size of message. Arrow and symbol spacings are also added 
as necessary. Refer to layout charts on the fol\owing page, and examples at the end 
of this chapter. 
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layout Chart - Pedestrian Signs (NPS Modified Clarendon letters) 

uc LC Margin 

letter letter Space 

A B C 

" Category 4 2.25 - 1.5" 1.5-c 
"'"- min. CC 
tC.2' ·S(/) 

Category 5 1.5" 1.0 " 1" min. 0= 

"'" "" "I- Category 5A 1 " 0.67" 1" min. ll. 

Layout Chart - Pedestrian Signs 
Engineering Standard Letters 

w Between lines 
C UC Margin of text; .910: 
(J)W Letter Space arrow above _:t: 
Om I- Size (minimum) destination 
'::0 a b c ~ >-
C " 
'" 0 '52 1.0" 1.5 " 1.0" 
w '" -1lu 
'" ll. 0.75" 1.25" 0.75" 

0.50" 0.75" 0.50-

Symbol Size of Corner Arrow Arrow 

Plate Border Radius 
Length Width 

D E F 
(Minimum) 

H 
G 

8" .50" 1 .5" 3.5 - 2.375 ., 

6" .50" 1.5" 2.25" 1.50 " 

6" .50" 1.5" 2.25" 1.50" 

Between trait name 
and first arrow (verU; 

destination and 
next arrow (vert.); Between 

destination and words Corner 
distance {horlz.} (horiz,) Radius 

d e f 

1.5'- 1.0 - .25 " 

1.25 " 0.75" .25-

0.75" 0.50" .25" 

• 

Arrow 

Length Arrow Symbol 
(Minimum. Width Plate 

9 h ; 

1.5" 1-1/32 n 4" x 4" 

1-1/8" 0.75 " 3" x 3" 

0.75" 0.50" I 2 "x 2" 



Alternate Sizing 
This example of alternate sign layouts combining symbols, a directional arrow and a 
single text message shows coping with varying site conditions, that may require 
minimum sign size. Signs are drawn to same scale. Dimensions shown appy to 
these signs on a category 2 road 135-45 mph: 6" uppercase and 4" lowercase let­
ters, 18" symbols, and 6'1.' wide arrow. Arrow length shown is greater than stan" 
dard 9" for visual balance). 

A) 10' x 3'10" 138.33 sq. ft.) 

Lak~Cr~scent 
),.>Lodge· 

Ell) ..... 
B) 7' x 4'8" 132.67 sq. ft.) 

Lake 'C re sc'en t 
iLodge 

(~JI) .... 
C) 7' x 3'10" 126.83 sq, ft.) 

Lake. 
Crescent 
Lodge 

6J'1) .... 
0) 4'6" x 5' 6" 124.75 sq. ft.) 
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FINAL LAYOUT 

Regional Offices are responsible for reviewing and approving the final design and 
layout of signs. The Regional Sign Coordinator will provide technical assistance to 
parks in the preparation of preliminary sign layouts. Chapter 6 contains information 
on ordering signs. The Regional Office is responsible for ensuring that designs are in 
conformance with these Specifications. In general, the decisions of sign placement, 
content, letter size, and so forth, will be made during preliminary planning by the 
area. Regional Offices will review and recommend adjustments in placement, text, 
symbols, size, and so forth, to increase their effectiveness. 

OTHER METHODS OF DETERMINING SIGN SIZE 

Computer 

Exact width of individual lines of legends may be determined using a computer. The 
computer can be programmed with the different letter sizes and spacings. The 
operator needs only to know the letter height required and the legend desired. Dif­
ferent arrangements of Legend layout can be studied in this manner very easily. 
Software developed for this purpose has been made available to Regional Sign Coor­
dinators. 

Dictionary 

The National Capital Region has developed a dictionary of all words that have been 
used in the Region. All words in the dictionary are shown with their size as deter­
mined using 1" uppercasei .67" lowercase letters. The user need only multiply this 
dimension by the required letter size to determine the exact length of the desired 
word. Spacing between words and margins are determined in the normal process. 
As new words are used they are added to the listings. 

Quick Method for Estimating Informational Sign Messages 

When an exact message length is to be determined, sign coordinators must refer to 
character width tables, spaCing charts and the manual factor table in Appendix B of 
this sign manual. Many times, however, e.g. when developing alternate sign 
layouts, estimating sign costs, etc., a close approximation of message length will 
suffice. 

The following quick method is based on a study of relative frequency of letters }n 
common text, relative frequency of letters as first letters of text and an analysis of 
NPS Modified Clarendon spacing factors. This method generally is accurate to within 
± 5% of the exact value for words with first letter only capitalized. Do not use this 
method when sizing messages consisting of all caps. 

* multiply every letter (upper & lower case) x 5.8" 

* add for every lower case g and w .,. 1" 

* add for every upper or lower case M or m + 2" 

* add for every upper case W + 4" 

* subtract for every lower case i, j, I or t: ' 1" 
upper case J; and I or numeral 1 

* subtract for every upper case I i 3" 

* add for every space between words, when sizing + 5.5" 
a multiple word message only 

* deduct when message consists of lower case ' 1.5" 
letters only leach word) 

The sum total provides the value in inches of a category 2 (6" upper case! 4" lower 
case letter size) message. 
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To convert message length to other categories, the value must be multiplied by the 
appropriate factor listed below: 

* category1or1A (12"UC/8"LC) 
* category 1 or 1 A (9" UC 16" LC) 
* category 3 (3%" UCI2Y,' LC) 
* category 4 (214" UC /1 y," LC) 
* category 5 (1 y," UC I 1" LC) 
* category 5A (1" UC/'/," LC) 
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x 1.5 
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MANUAL FACTOR TABLE 

NPS Modified Clarendon - Uppercase I Lowercase Letter Heights 
PEDESTRIAN SIGNS ROAD SIGNS 

Optional 
Category 3 Category 2 Categories 1.1 A Categories 1.1 A * 

Category 5A Category 5 Category 4 {O-30J (35-45) (50-55) (50-55) 
"1" U/C 1.50" U/C 2.25" U/C 3.75" U/C 6" U/C 9" U/C 12"U/C 

.67" L/C 1" LIC 1.50" LIC 2.50" LIC 4" L/C 6" L/C SUljC 

16 .914 1.370 2.056 3.426 5.482 8.223 10.964 
15 .730 1.095 1.640 2.737 4.380 6.570 8.760 
14 .459 .689 1.034 1.723 2.757 4.135 5.514 
13 .416 .625 .937 1.562 2.500 3.750 5.000 

'!' 12 .384 .576 .865 1.441 2.307 3.460 4.614 
~ 11 .365 .548 .822 1.370 2.193 3.289 4.386 w 

10 .350 .525 .787 1.312 2.100 3.150 4.200 
9 .318 .477 .716 1.194 1.911 2.866 3.822 
8 .293 .440 .660 1.100 1.761 2.641 3.522 
7 .268 .403 .604 1.007 1.612 2.418 3.224 
6 .244 .367 .550 .917 1.468 2.202 2.936 
5 .220 .330 .496 .826 1.323 1.984 2.646 
4 .187 .281 .421 .703 1.125 1.687 2.250 
3 .138 .208 .312 .520 .833 1.249 1.666 
2 .106 .159 .238 .398 .637 .955 1.274 
1 .048 .073 .109 .183 .293 .439 .586 
0 .000 .000 .000 .000 .000 .000 .000 

• * Not available in die-cut (etter fonts 
• 'To be used whenever engineering judgment warrants. 



ampersand 
dollar sign 
cent sign 
percent sign 

CHARACTER WIDTH TABLE (NPS MODIFIED CLARENDON) 
UPPER CASE & NUMERALS 

*1" 1.50" 2.25" 3.75" 6" 9" 
U/C U/C U/C U/C U/C U/C 

A 1 .11 1.66 2.49 4.16 6.65 9.97 
B .95 1.42 2.13 3.55 5.68 8.52 
C .90 1.34 2.01 3.35 5.37 8.05 
D 1.02 1.52 2.28 3.80 6.09 9.13 
E .95 1.42 2.14 3.56 5.70 8.55 
F .89 1.34 2.00 3.34 5.35 8.02 
G 1.05 1.57 2.35 3.92 6.27 9.40 
H 1.08 1.62 2.42 4.04 6.47 9.70 
I .47 .71 1.06 1.77 2.83 4.24 

J .76 1.14 1.70 2.84 4.55 6.82 
K 1.07 1.61 2.41 4.03 6.45 9.67 
L .89 1.33 2.12 3.32 5.32 8.50 

M 1.30 1.95 2.92 4.87 7.80 11.70 
N 1.08 1.62 2.42 4.04 6.47 9.70 
0 1.02 1.53 2.30 3.83 6.13 9.19 
p .89 1.33 2.00 3.33 5.33 7.99 
Q 1 .11 1.67 2.50 4.16 6.67 10.00 
R 1.01 1.52 2.27 3.79 6.07 9.10 
S .86 1.28 1.92 3.21 5.13 7.69 
T .92 1.37 2.06 3.44 5.50 8.25 
U 1.02 1.52 2.29 3.81 6.10 9.15 
V 1.05 1.57 2.36 3.93 6.29 9.43 
W 1.59 2.38 3.56 5.94 9.51 14.26 
X 1 . 11 1.66 2.48 4.14 6.63 9.94 
Y 1.07 1.60 2.41 4.01 6.42 9.63 
Z .86 1.28 1.92 3.21 5.13 7.69 

1 .57 .86 1.28 2.14 3.43 5.14 
2 .83 1.24 1.86 3.10 4.96 7.44 
3 .82 1.23 1.85 3.08 4.93 7.39 
4 .83 1.24 1.86 3.09 4.95 7.42 
5 .82 1.23 1.85 3.07 4.92 7.38 
6 .79 1.19 1.78 2.97 4.76 7.14 
7 .76 1.14 1.70 2.84 4.55 6.82 
8 .82 1.25 1.85 3.08 4.93 7.39 
9 .79 1.19 1.78 2.97 4.76 7.14 
0 .86 1.29 1.93 3.22 5.16 7.74 

& 1.08 1.61 2.42 4.03 6.45 9.67 
$ .61 .91 1.36 2.27 3.64 5.46 
¢ .66 1.00 1.50 2.50 4.00 6.00 

% .98 1.47 2.20 3.67 5.88 8.82 

* Not available in die-cut letters. 
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12" 
U/C 

13.30 
11.36 
10.74 
12.18 
11.40 
10.70 
12.54 
12.94 

5.66 
9.10 

12.90 
10.64 
15.60 
12.94 
12.26 
10.66 • 13.34 
12.14 
10.26 
11.00 
12.20 
12.58 
19.02 
13.26 
12.84 
10.26 

6.86 
9.92 
9.86 
9.90 
9.84 
9.52 
9.10 
9.86 
9.52 

10.32 

12.90 
7.28 
8.00 

11.76 

• 
-, 



• CHARACTER WIDTH TABLE (NPS MODIFIED CLARENDON) 

LOWER CASE & PUNCTUATION 

* ,67" 1" 1.50" 2.50" 4" 6" 8" 
L/C L/C L/C L/C L/C L/C L/C 
(for (for (for (for (for (for (for 
1" 1.50" 2.25" 3.76" 6" 9" , 2" 
U/C) U/C) U/C) U/C) U/C) U/C) U/C) 

a .79 1.18 1.77 2.95 4.72 7.08 9.44 
b .77 1.15 1.73 2.88 4.62 6.93 9.24 
c .67 1.00 1.50 2.50 4.00 6.00 8.00 
d .79 1.19 1.79 2.98 4.77 7.15 9.54 
e .68 1.02 1.53 2.55 4.08 6.12 8.16 
f .57 .85 1.28 2.13 3.41 5.11 6.82 
9 .88 1.32 1.99 3.31 5.30 7.95 10.60 
h .82 1.23 1.85 3.08 4.93 7.39 9.86 

.41 .61 .92 1.53 2.45 3.67 4.90 
j .47 .71 1.07 1.78 2.85 4.27 5.70 
k .85 1.28 1.91 3.19 5.11 7.66 10.22 
I .41 .61 .92 1.53 2.45 3.67 4.90 
m 1.26 1.89 2.83 4.71 7.55 11.32 15.10 
n .82 1.22 1.84 3.06 4.90 7.35 9.80 
0 .79 1.19 1.78 2.96 4.75 7.12 9.50 
p .79 1.19 1.78 2.96 4.75 7.12 9.50 

• q .79 1.19 1.78 2.96 4.75 7.12 9.50 
.60 .90 1.36 2.26 3.62 5.43 7.24 

s .61 .91 1.36 2.27 3.64 5.46 7.28 
t .50 .76 1.13 1.88 3.02 4.53 6.04 
u .79 1.19 1.78 2.96 4.75 7.12 9.50 
v .79 1.19 1.78 2.96 4.75 7.12 9.50 
w 1.14 1.71 2.57 4.28 6.85 10.27 13.70 
x .83 1.24 1.86 3.09 4.95 7.42 9.90 
Y .86 1.28 1.92 3.20 5.13 7.69 10.26 
z .63 .95 1.42 2.37 3.80 5.70 7.60 

comma/ 
semj~colon , , .25 .37 .56 .93 1.50 2.25 3.00 

period/ 
colon .. .22 .33 .50 .83 1.34 2.01 2.68 

dash .45 .67 1.00 1.66 2.67 4.00 5.34 

question 
mark ? .67 1.01 1.51 2.51 4.03 6.04 8.06 

exclamation 
point .24 .36 .53 .89 1.43 2.14 2.86 

parenthesis II .30 .45 .67 1 . 11 1.79 2.68 3.58 

quotes .54 .81 1.22 2.03 3.25 4.87 6.50 

apostrophe .27 .41 .61 1.02 1.63 2.44 3.25 

• Not available in die-cut letter •. 

• 
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A 

B 

C 

0 

E 

F 

G 

H,I,M 

J 

K 

L 

N 

0 

p 

Q 

R 

S 

T 

U 

V,W 

X 

Y 

Z 

SPACING CHART 
UPPER CASE TO UPPER CASE 

Second Letter 

BK 
DL 
EM C 
FN G 
HP 0 

A IR Q J S T U 

7 7 5 6 7 4 5 

7 11 11 9 14 9 11 

6 11 13 12 14 13 12 

5 11 11 8 13 9 8 

7 13 13 9 14 12 11 

1 9 9 6 12 9 8 

4 9 8 6 10 8 6 

7 11 11 7 13 10 9 

2 9 8 5 10 9 9 
.... -

6 7 6 4 7 6 7 

7 10 8 7 12 5 4 

3 9 7 4 10 8 8 

5 11 11 8 13 9 8 

1 7 8 2 9 8 5 

6 8 9 8 12 6 8 

6 8 9 8 12 6 8 

6 10 13 8 13 8 8 

4 7 9 5 11 10 9 

2 9 8 5 10 9 9 

1 6 5 1 8 7 7 

6 7 6 4 7 6 7 

1 6 4 1 8 6 6 

9 13 10 10 14 10 13 
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V 
W X Y Z 

1 8 1 9 

6 7 4 13 

10 9 9 13 

5 6 3 10 

7 10 7 14 

6 8 5 12 

4 6 3 9 

6 7 6 13 • 7 7 6 13 

4 7 3 8 

3 7 2 9 

6 6 4 10 

5 6 3 10 

4 4 4 7 

2 5 2 10 

2 5 2 10 

5 7 4 12 

7 7 6 10 

7 7 6 13 

7 6 5 8 

4 7 3 8 

5 3 5 7 

8 8 7 13 

• 



• 

• 

• 

SPACING CHART 
UPPER CASE TO LOWER CASE 

Second Letter 

c 
b d 
h • 
k 0 

m 
n v 

al qfgi j rpstuwxyz 

89' 118 9 8 83 SIS 11 ;8 8;·6, 6 1·4 11 

"; , 6 I>;:;. 7 L.:,'; 11 D:9· 11 .9 10 :8: 93 8 '9: 11 '.8' ;'1) 1,4; 

E12; 13 ;10 12 9~ 11 ;5 1110 13 10: 10 ;8' 9 ';il; 13 

"g: .• ,: 11:,9'.' 10 •. '. . ' '', ,', a'S" 9 ,3 89': 11',8 6 ~tt. 7.04 11 

Q 1';7 8 I;f 7:6: 7 .• 3 5.5 9 ;'5 4 1.3~ 5 ;B; 9 

S9; 10;8' g,·S;, 9 J3 8,S 11:8' 7 16' 6 ~5 10 

T '. 4' 7 14~ 7 1;4 7 3. 6 ·:6 6 :S' 5:5 5 1~4 7 

U 5 94 5 13 6 ,i 45 74 4 3 3 ';3 6 

V,W 1:1. 6 11 31;1~ 2 ':0 3 2 3,3 2 :2 21;4; 3 

Z '1213 10:; 12 :~~ 11 ~ .• 10 18 13kEs,. 916'; 9 [~zi 13 
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• SPACING CHART 
UPPER CASE TO PUNCTUATION 

Second Character 

" " -+ , , 
I ? - ( ) & . , 

A 6 3 3 8 3 6 10 7 4 

B 7 4 4 13 8 10 14 11 9 

C 8 9 9 14 10 10 14 10 10 

D 8 8 8 14 10 13 13 11 13 
E 10 7 7 14 10 13 14 13 12 
F 6 7 7 13 8 6 13 9 8 

G 7 4 4 9 5 10 13 9 9 

H,I,M 6 7 7 13 8 8 14 11 9 

J 5 7 7 11 7 7 12 9 7 • K 6 6 6 8 4 6 8 7 5 

L 9 6 6 11 6 10 14 10 11 

N 5 6 6 10 6 5 12 9 8 

0 8 8 8 14 10 13 13 11 13 
p 4 6 6 11 8 7 11 7 5 
Q 6 4 4 11 6 7 11 8 8 

R 6 4 4 11 6 7 11 8 8 

S 7 4 4 12 7 10 14 10 11 

T 7 7 7 13 8 6 11 7 7 

U 5 7 7 11 7 7 12 9 7 

V,W 3 6 6 10 6 4 10 6 3 

X 6 6 6 8 4 6 8 7 5 

Y 3 6 6 8 6 3 9 6 2 

Z 10 8 8 13 8 11 13 13 11 

• 
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-" ~ ~ 
" .... 
~ 
~ .: u. 

• 
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A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

H,I.M 

J 

K 

L 

N 

0 

P 

Q 

R 

S 

T 

U 

V,W 

x 
y 

z 

SPACING CHART 

UPPER CASE TO FIGURES 

Second Figure 
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a 

b,e,o,p 

c 

d. I 
.. __ .. _--
f 

g _ ....... -
h,m,n 

i 

j 

k 

q _ ..... __ . 
r 

s 

t 

u 

v,w 

x 

y 

z 

SPACING CHART 
LOWER CASE TO UPPER CASE 

Second Letter 
BK 
DL 
EM C 
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ARROW SPECIFICATIONS 

-.... - .... --,.'-.. ~ 
LEiTeR SIZE 
(UPP~Fl CASE) A B C 0 , 

" H 

1/2" 3/16" 7/32" 3/8" 1/32" 1/32" 3/4" 1/2" 

3/4" 9/32" 5/16" 9/16" l/64" 1/16" HIS" 3/4" 

'" 3/8" 7/'6" 3/4" 1/16" 5/64" 1·112" ,.1/32" 

1·1/2" 9/16" 5/8" 1·1/8" 1/8" 1/8" 2·1/4" '·1/2" 

2·1/4" 7/8" '" 1-3/4" 3/16" 3/1S" 3·1/2" 2-3/8" 

3·3/4" H/16" 1·5/8" 2·7/8" 3/16" 1{4" 5·5/S" 3·3/4" ._ ......... -
6" 2-1/4" 2-518" 4·1/2" 3/S" ')'/16" , .. 6·1/8" 

9" 3-5/16" 3·13/16" 6·11/16" 1/2" 11/16" 13·5/16" 9" 
.... _-_ .. - .... _-

12" 4-1/2" 5.Jl1Ei" 9-118" n/16" 7/8" lB·1/8" 12·1/8" 

STANDARD HIGHWAY SIGN ARROW DESIGN 

!I;------------ .. "._ .. ,_ .... ,' G 

ROTATION 
POINT 
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ROUTE MARKER 

Standard size 1 5" diameter 3 %" caps & numerals 

%" wide border white on brown color 
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OFFICIAL NATIONAL PARK SERVICE EMBLEM 

NATIONAL 
PARK 

SERVICE 
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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
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18" 

U. S. FEE AREA SYMBOL 

Available in 18" & 9" sizes 

12" Diameter 

%,,. diameter 

... -..,... Yo" wide 

NOTE: For 9" symbol. all dimensions are half of 18" size 

COLOR KEY 

1. Background and Eagle - Gold Scotchlite f 
Reflectorized Paint f PMS 130 

2. Background Circle - White 
3. Borders. Figures. and Type - Midnight Blue f PMS 282 

SIGN MATERIAL - .032" Aluminum 

SOURCE: Federal Register. Vol. 39. No; 180. Monday. Sep. 16. 1974, 
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t. 

• PACIFIC CREST TRAIL 

Available in 18", 9" & 3 y," sizes 

• 

• 
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• APPALACHIAN TRAIL 

Available in 18", 9" & 3Y,' sizes 

• 

• 
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NORTH COUNTRY TRAIL 

Available in 18", 9" & 3 ~" sizes 

• 

• 
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CHAPTER 6 SPECIFICATIONS FOR MANUFACTURE OF SIGNS 

CONTENTS 

6·10 DESCRIPTION OF STANDARDS AND OPTIONS 

6·20 REFLECTORIZED SIGNS 

6·30 ROUTED WOOD SIGNS 

6·40 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE (NPS) ARROWHEAD EMBLEMS 

6·50 PACKAGING. ORDERING. SHIPPING 

6·60 APPLICABLE DOCUMENTS. PUBLICATIONS. 
AND STANDARDS 

6·70 QUALITY CONTROL 

6·80 SIGN MOUNTING HARDWARE AND MISCELLANEOUS 
APPURTENANCES 

NOTE: 

THE MENTION OF COMPANY AND/OR PRODUCT NAMES IN THIS MANUAL IS 
INTENDED SOLELY FOR GUIDANCE. AND IS NOT TO BE CONSTRUED AS 
MANDATORY, OR AN ENDORSEMENT IN ANY MANNER BY THE NATIONAL PARK 
SERVICE. 

INDIVIDUAL CONTRACTING OFFICERS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR INSURING THAT 
FEDERAL PROCUREMENT REGULATIONS ARE FOLLOWED FOR EACH INDIVIDUAL 
PROCUREMENT. 
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• 6-10 DESCRIPTION OF STANDARDS AND OPTIONS 

CONTENTS 

6-11 EXPLANATION OF STANDARD BASIC SIGNS AND OPTIONS 

6-11.10 TRAFFIC CONTROL SIGNS 

6-11.11 Basic Sign 

6-11.12 Options 

6-11.20 GUIDE, INFORMATIONAL, AND ENTRANCe SIGNS 
(VEHICULAR SIGNS) 

6-11.21 Basic Sign 

6-11.22 Options 

6-11.30 PEDESTRIAN DIRECTION SIGNS 

6-11.31 Basic Design 

6-11.32 Options 

6-11.40 NPS ARROWHEAD EMBLEMS 

6-11.41 Basic Design • 6-11.42 Options 

• 
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6-10 DESCRIPTION OF STANDARDS AND OPTIONS 

8-11 EXPLANATION OF STANDARD BASIC SIGNS AND OPTIONS. 
Basic sign compositions are described below to enable the sign manufacturer to 
develop unit prices for contract work. 

8·11 .10 TRAFFIC CONTROL SIGNS 

'-11.11 

&-11.12 

'-11.20 

'-11.21 

'-11.22 

&-11.30 

8-11.31 

Basic Sign 
a. Color: As specified in MUTeD. 
b. Copy: As specified in MUTCD. 
c. Size: As specified in MUTCD and Standard Highway Signs Book 

unless otherwise specified. 
d. Substrate: High density overlay (HDO) plywood. 
e. Reflectivity: Reflective sheeting with silkscreen copy and border. 
f. Edges: Painted dark brown. 
g. Sign Back: Unpainted. 
h. Transparent film on top edge of sign. 

Options 
a. Substrate: Aluminum, FRP panel (polyplate). 
b. Copy: Die-cut alphabets, numerals, arrows, and symbols. 
c. Sign Back: Painted brown. 

GUIDE, INFORMATIONAL, AND ENTRANCE SIGNS (VEHICULAR 
SIGNS) 

Basic Sign 
a. Color: White legend and border on brown background. 
b. Copy: NPS MOdified Clarendon alphabet. 
c. Size: As determined using NPS Modified Clarendon lettering and 

spacing, for the designated sign category. 
d. Substrate: High density overlay (HDOI plywood. 
e. Reflectivity: Reflective sheeting background with die-cut reflective 

legend and borders. 
f. Edges: Painted dark brown. 
g. Sign Back: Unpainted. 
h. Transparent film on top edge of sign. 

Options 
a. Aluminum or FRP panel substrate. 
b. Sign back painted dark brown. 
c. Dimensional lumber with routed copy, painted or stained 

background and nonreflective painted copy (entrance sign only). 
d. Routed HOO plywood, painted, Copy on one side only, unless 

otherwise specified (entrance sign only). 
e. White legend and border on green background, standard highway 

alphabet as specified in MUTCD. 
f. Any standard approved alphabet. 

PEDESTRIAN DIRECTION SIGNS 

Basic DeSign 
a. Color: White legend and border on brown background. 
b. Copy: NPS Modified Clarendon alphabet. 
c. Size: As determined using NPS Modified Clarendon lettering and 

spacing, for the designated sign category. 
d. Substrate: High-density overlay (HDO) plywood. 
e. Reflectivity: Reflective sheeting background with die-cut or 

silkscreened reflective legend and borders, 
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6-11.32 

6-11.40 

6-11.41 

6-11.42 

f. Edges: Painted dark brown. 
g. Sign Back: Unpainted. 
h. Transparent film on top edge of sign. 

Options 
a. Substrate: Dimensional lumber, anodized aluminum, aluminum 

plate. 
b. Routed Copy: NPS Modified Clarendon, Engineering Standard or an 

approved standard alphabet. (Painted, natural or burned finish). 

NPS ARROWHEAD EMBLEMS 

Basic Design 
a. Substrate: Dimensional lumber. 
b. Copy i Art Work: Routed letters and graphics, photographically 

reproduced from NPS drawing no. PG-l 005-A. 
c. Size: As determined by NPS Sign Manual. 
d. Painted Colors: matching Federal Standard 595a 

Background 
Trees and buffalo outline 
Mountain and lake 
Lettering 

Options 

Cocoa brown 
Dark blue / green 
Cream 
White 

#20233 
#34058 
#23690 
#17875 

a. HDO plywood substrate with routed and painted copy and artwork. 
b. High-density rigid polyurethane foam substrate with molded and 

painted copy and artwork. 
c. Silkscreened decal on reflective or non-reflective sheeting. 
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6-21 

6-21.10 

6-22 

6-22.10 

6-22.11 

6-22.12 

6-22-20 

6-22_21 

6-22.21a 

6-22.21b 

6-22.21c 

6-22.22 

6-22.30 

6-22.31 

6-22.32 

6-23 

6-23.10 

6-23.20 

6-23.21 

6-23.22 

6-23.23 

6-23.24 

6-23.25 

6-23.26 

6-23.30 

6-23.31 

6-23.32 

6-23.33 

6-20 REFLECTORIZED SIGNS 

CONTENTS 

REFLECTORIZED SIGNS 

DESCRIPTION 

MATERIALS 

SUBSTRATE 

Aluminum 

Plywood 

REFLECTIVE MATERIALS 

Reflective Background, Legend, Border, and Symbols 

Retroreflective Sheeting - Type /I 

Retroreflective Sheeting - Type 1/1 

Legend, Border, and Symbols 

Top Edge Treatment Film 

TREATMENT OF PLYWOOD SIGN EDGES 

Wood Primer 

Enamel 

CONSTRUCTION 

WORKMANSHIP 

WOODWORKING 

Board Joining and Cleating 

Machining 

Dimension Tolerances 

Edge Sanding and Finishing 

Panel Surfaces 

Plywood Storage and Handling 

PREPARING PLYWOOD PANELS FOR RETROREFLECTIVE 

SHEETING 

Sanding and Cleaning 

Paint Room Facilities 

Priming and Enamel Application 
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• 6·23.34 Panel Face Cleaning 

6-23.40 METALWORKING 

6-23.41 Surlace Preparation 

6-23.50 RETROREFLECTIVE SHEETING 

6-23.51 Colors 

6-23.52 Application Methods 

6-23.60 RETROREFLECTIVE LEGEND 

6-23.61 Legend Type 

6·23.62 Use of Positionable Legend 

6-23.63 Legend Series 

6-23.64 Legend Spacing and Layout 

6-23.648 Spacing and Layout for Standard Traffic Signs 

6-23.64b Spacing and Layout for Modified Clarendon Lettering 

6-23.65 Tolerance lor Horizontal Alignment 

6·23.66 Tolerance for Vertical Placement • 6-23.70 NONREFLECTIVE LEGEND 

6-23.71 Legend Series 

6·23.72 Tolerance for Horizontal and Vertical Alignment 

6-23.73 Tolerance for Vertical Alignment 

6-23.74 Silkscreening 

6·23.80 TOP EDGE TREATMENT 

6-24 SURFACES 

6-24.10 SILKSCREENING 

6·25 DECALS AND MARKINGS 

6-25_10 ANTIV ANDALISM DECALS 

6·25.20 MAKER'S MARK 

6-25.30 INSTALLATION DATE MARK 

6-26 METHOD OF MEASUREMENT 

6-27 BASIS OF PAYMENT • 
6-6 



• 

• 

• 

6-20 REFlECTORIZED SIGNS 

6-21 REFlECTORIZED SIGNS 

6-21.10 DESCRIPTION. This specification applies to the furnishing of reflective 
signs constructed on plywood or aluminum substrate or plastic panels to the dimen­
sions in these specifications and as ordered on the sign requisitions. Work shall in­
clude the furnishing of all materials, labor, tools, equipment, and supplies to con­
struct; packaging for shipping; obtain carrier; and shipping the signs via Government 
Bill of lading or Parcel Post. 

6-22 

6-22.10 

MATERIALS 

SUBSTRATE 

6-22.11 Aluminum. The aluminum substrate shall be 6061-T6 and otherwise in 
conformance with ASTM STD B-209. The thickness shall be O.OBO inches for all 
signs. 

6-22.12 Plywood. This shall be High Density Overlay (HDO), two sides, % inch 
7-ply, Douglas fir, exterior plywood, Product Standard PS 1-74, Group 1, with a B 
grade veneer on both faces. Mill-oiled concrete form, plywood shall be pro-
hibited. Surfacing overlay material weight shall be high density 60-60, non-oiled, 
resin impregnated fiber permanently fused to the base panel under heat and 
pressure. Panel weight shall be approximately 2.2 pounds per square foot. Overlay 
color shall be black. Each panel shall be edge-branded HDO B-B G 1 EXT PS 1-74. 
The Contractor shall supply the Contracting Officer (CO) with APA certification that 
the plywood meets all the above requirements. 

6-22.20 REFLECTIVE MATERIALS 

6-22.21 Reflective Background, Legend, Border and Symbols. Retroreflective 
materials shall comply with "Standard Specifications for Construction of Roads and 
Bridges on Federal Highway Projects", FP-B5 and Federal Specification l-S-300C. 

The Contractor shall furnish a certification that the materials comply with the re­
quirements of FP-B5 and L-S-300. 

The Contractor shall indelibly mark each carton of retroreflective materials showing 
the date received. No more than 12 months shall have elapsed from the date of pur­
chase from the manufacturer to the date of application on the substrate. 

6-22.21a Retroreflective Sheeting - Type II. The materials as listed in these 
specifications shall comply with FP-B5, Section 718 and L-S-300C as indicated 
below: 

Colors shall be as specified in specifications for Standard Highway Sign Colors 
(FHWA, HTO-21). 

6-22.21b Retroreflective Sheeting - Type III. The materials as listed in these 
specifications shall comply with FP-B5, Section 718 and L-S-300C as shown 
below: 

Colors shall be as specified in specifications for Standard Highway Sign Colors 
(FHWA, HTO-21). 

6-22.21 c Legend, Border, and Symbols. The materials as specified on the re­
quisition shall comply with section 6-22.21. 

Type L-1 - screen process, applied, or 

Type L-3 - direct applied characters (depending on the type of sign ordered). 

6-22.22 Top Edge Treatment Film. Film shall be 3" wide, clear and transparent 
with a sun-resistant pressure sensitive, non-yellowing adhesive, "Scotchcal" 
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transparent film #639 or CO-approved equivalent. 

6-22.30 TREATMENT OF PLYWOOD SIGN EDGES 
6-22.31 Wood Primer. The wood primer shall be as recommended by paint 
(enamel) manufacturer. 

6-22.32 Enamel. Benjamin Moore PENTAFLEX enamel or CO-approved 
equivalent. 

6-23 CONSTRUCTION 

6-23.10 WORKMANSHIP. Construction shall be high quality with no visible 
defects in the finished product. Fabrication shall be in accordance with these 
specifications, drawings, and detailed diagrams. 

6-23.20 WOODWORKING 

6-23.21 Board Joining and Cleating. Signboard panels shall be fabricated 
without cleats or joints. 
6-23.22 Machining. Drilling shall be done with high-speed drills. To avoid chip-
ping of the back overlay, a solid backing block shall be used during drilling. High­
speed saws shall be used. Saw cuts shall be clean and true. Power saws 'used for 
cutting shall have little or no set and have as much lead as possible. Panels shall be 
fed through saws slowly to avoid damage to the brittle overlay. Table saws shall be 
set so that the blade extends through the panel not less than Y, inch. 

6-23.23 Dimension Tolerances. Dimensions for signboard panels shall be as 
shown on the detail drawings, with a tolerance of ± 14 inch. 
6-23.24 Edge Sanding and Finishing. All panel edges shall be sanded clean and 
free of splinters and burrs and shall be smooth to the touch. 
6-23.25 Panel Surfaces. These shall be free of warp, checking, slits, open 
joints, loose knots, and any other defects which interrupt smooth continuity of the 
panel surface (edges includedl. 

6-23.26 Plywood Storage and Handling. The Contractor shall store the plywood 
for signs in an enclosed and well-ventilated building. Stored plywood shall not be 
placed directly on dirt or concrete surfaces. Panels shall be stacked flat. Care shall 
be used in handling plywood to prevent damage to corners, edges, and faces. 

6-23.30 PREPARING PLYWOOD PANELS FOR RETROREFLECTIVE SHEETING 
6-23.31 Sanding and Cleaning. Sign face overlay surface of each sign panel 
shall be sanded with 50 to 60 grit sandpaper on an orbital sander. 
Overlay surfaces shall be clean. Edges shall be sanded prior to priming and painting. 
All panel edges shall be sanded clean. Coregap holes on the edge shall be filled with 
Mameco International Vulcan 116 polyurethane sealant, Thiolkol Pecora Synthacalk 
GC-9 polysulfide sealant, or a CO-approved glazing compound to produce a flat, 
smooth surface. 
6-23.32 Paint Room Facilities. Primer and enamel shall be applied and dried at 
an air temperature of not less than 65 OF in a well-ventilated, dust-free, enclosed 
paint room. The paint room shall be separated by full partitions from shop wood­
working areas. 
6-23.33 Priming and Enamel Application. Sign surfaces shall be clean and free 
of loose material prior to painting. The sign panel faces shall not be primed or 
painted. All sign panel edges shall be primed and enameled. One coat of the 
specified primer (Section 6-22.31) shall be applied to the panel edges prior to ap­
plication of retroreflective sheeting. One coat of the enamel (Section 6-22.32) shall 
be applied after application of retroreflective sheeting. Cure time between enamel 
coats shall be as specified in writing by the manufacturer. Prime plus paint thickness 
shall provide a minimum of 2 mils ± Y, mil thickness of dry paint film. 
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6-23.34 Panel Face Cleaning. Successful adhesion of retroreflective sheeting is 
dependent upon a totally clean and well-scarified panel face to receive the adhesive. 
Before application of the sheeting. the face shall be free of all foreign matter such as 
paint or dust. 

6-23.40 METALWORKING. The aluminum shall be free of burrs and pits on 
both sides, including edges and holes, and shall De made ready for application of the 
sheeting. 
6-23.41 Surface Preparation. The aluminum shall be thoroughly cleaned and 
degreased with solvent and alkaline emulsion cleaner by immerSion, spray, or vapor 
degreasing and dried prior to application of the sheeting coat. The aluminum shall be 
new and corrOSion-free with holes drilled or punched, corners rounded to the radii 
shown in the drawings, and all edges smoothed prior to application of the sheeting. 

6-23.50 RETROREFlECTIVE SHEETING 

6-23.51 Colors. These colors shall be as prescribed in the MUTCD or attached 
requisitions. 

6-23.52 Application Methods. The method of application of sheeting, letters, 
numerals, and symbols shall be precisely as prescribed in writing by the manufac­
turer of the sheeting. The applicator diaphragm shall have at least two pyrometers 
centrally attached. The applicator shall also have a cycle control unit approved by 
the sheeting manufacturer. 

Temperature control calibration and accuracy monitoring of the approved cycle con­
trol unit shall be required each day that the heat and vacuum applicator is operated. 
"Teletemp Temperature Recorders" (temperature measuring devices) shall be used. 
Applicator operating temperature shall be calibrated with the specified temperature 
measuring device each day of operations, and: 

1. Whenever different substrate materials are being used. 
2. Whenever a diaphragm, light-bulb, cycle-control unit, or thermocouple is 

replaced. 
3. Whenever different types or different colors of reflective sheeting are used. 

The sheeting shall be precut to size or trimmed to the edges. The entire face of the 
panel shall be covered with one unspliced sheet. 

Flexible sheeting shall be positioned to provide 'I. inch to ,/" inch overlap onto all 
panel edges after trimming. Use of two reflective faces (dual face) on one plywood 
panel is prohibited. 

6-23.60 RETROREFLECTIVE LEGEND 

6-23.61 legend Type. The legend shall be applied by using die-cut, adhesive-
backed letters, numerals, and symbols. 
6·23.62 Use of Positionable legend. If Class 1 adhesive-backed legend is 
used, characters shall be firmly squeegeed, after proper alignment, to ensure com· 
plete adhesion. No loose or curled edges and no bubbles or blisters will be permit­
ted. 

6·23.63 Legend Series. All regulatory, warning, construction, and maintenance 
signs shall conform to the MUTCD. All directional guide/informational signs shall 
use NPS Modified Clarendon letters and numerals unless otherwise specified. 

6-23.64 legend Spacing and Layout. 
6·23.64a Spacing and Layout for Standard Traffic Signs. Spacing and Layout for 
all standard regulatory, warning, construction, and maintenance signs shall conform 
to the "Standard Highway Signs Book". 
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6-23.64b Spacing and Layout for Modified Clarendon Lettering. Spacing and 
Layout for all signs constructed for NPS Modified Clarendon alphabet shall conform 
with Chapter 5 of the NPS Sign Manual. 

6-23.65 Tolerance for Horizontal Alignment. Letters, numerals, and symbols 
shall be horizontally aligned to a tolerance of ± '/" inch. Tests of each sign-board 
shall be as follows: 

Place a metal straightedge along the bottom of a series of letters forming each 
line of the sign. In each line, letters shall not vary more than '/" inch from that 
line. 

6-23.66 Tolerance for Vertical Alignment. Letters, numerals, and symbols shall 
be vertically aligned to a tolerance of ± ,/" inch. The following tests shall be per­
formed on each letter in each line: 

Place a metal straightedge along the bottom of a series of letters forming each 
line of the sign. Place a square along the straightedge and test the trueness of 
vertical faces of individual letters. Letters shall be normal to the square within 
'/,. inch. 

6-23.70 NONREFLECTIVE LEGEND 

6-23.71 Legend Series. All letters, numerals, and symbols shall be as pre-
scribed in Section 6-23.64. 

6-23.72 Tolerance for Horizontal Alignment. As described in Section 6-23.65. 

6-23.73 Tolerance for Vertical Alignment. As described in Section 6-23.66. 

6-23.74 Slikscreening. Letter styles shall conform to specifications for die-cut 
legend in Section 6·23.64. 

Screen processing, when used, shall be of careful workmanship with neat, clean 
lines and corners, performed strictly as prescribed by the manufacturer of the 
transparent colors. 

6-23.80 TOP EDGE TREATMENT. After all legend has been applied, the sign 
panel shall be recycled 'In the heat and vacuum applicator for two minutes at a 
temperature of approximately 1 90 0 F under 21 inches of vacuum. When the sign 
panels have cooled, the top edge of each sign shall be covered with a clear, three­
inch-wide transparent film ("Scotcheal" #639 film or a CO,approved equivalent I 
with a sun-resistant, pressure-sensitive adhesive that does not turn yellow under ex­
posure to ultraviolet radiation. Film shall be applied in lengths not to exceed 24 in­
ches. 

Where more than one piece is required, film shall be applied from each corner of the 
top edge toward the center of the top edge. End overlap of two inches Or more shall 
be required where one film piece joins another. 

6-24 SURFACES 

6-24.10 SILKSCREENING. The screening of inks shall be as herein defined. All 
screen work shall be of high quality. Images shall be ciean, crisp, and clear. The 
screen-'Inks shall be drawn over the screen with a firm, even pressure. As needed, 
three to five minutes shall be allowed for the ink to flow out so that it has a smooth 
surface. 

6·25 DECALS AND MARKINGS 

6-25.10 ANTIVANDALISM DECALS. The decal shall be installed on the back 
bottom left corner of the sign. Decals will be supplied by the National Park Service. 

6-25.20 MAKER'S MARK. Each sign shall be permanently marked on the lower 
right corner of the back side with the month and year of manufacture and a suitable 
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maker's mark. The maker's mark shall be applied prior to painting in event sign back 
is to be painted. 

6·25.30 INSTALLATION DATE MARK. Each sign shall be permanently marked 
near the lower right corner of the back side with the month and year of installation, 
by the sign installer. 

6·26 METHOD OF MEASUREMENT. Where signs shown in the Schedule of 
Items list the unit as square foot, signs shall be measured for the actual square 
footage of surface area on each reflectorized face of the sign to the nearest % 
square foot. completed and accepted. 
The Method of MeasuremeM for other signs where the unit is listed as each shall be 
the actual number of signs, completed, and accepted. 

6·27 BASIS OF PAYMENT. The quantities, determined as provided in Sec· 
tion 6·26, shall be paid for at the contract price per unit of measurement for each of 
the particular pay items listed. 
Price and payment shall be full compensation for furnishing all materials, labor, 
equipment, tools, and incidentals needed to complete the work prescribed in the 
specifications. 
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6-30 ROUTED WOOD SIGNS 

6-31 ROUTED SOLID WOOD SIGNS 

6-31.10 DESCRIPTION. This specification applies to the furnishing of routed 
solid wood signs as ordered on the attached requisition. This work shall include the 
furnishing of all materials, labor, tools, equipment. and supplies to construct, 
package, and ship the signs via Government Bill of Lading or Parcel Post. 

6-31.20 MATERIALS 

6-31.21 Dimensional lumber. Dimensional lumber should be kiln-dried, vertical 
grain with maximum moisture content of 19 percent. Nominal thickness and type of 
lumber shall be specified by Contracting Officer (CO). Recommended types include: 

(1) Clear vertical grain heart redwood with maximum moisture content 
of 12%, 

(2) Western red cedar, B or better grade, selected for vertical grain, 
with maximum moisture content of 19%, 

(3) Red or White oak, rough sawn, air dried, hardwood lumber grade 
No.1 common or better (used for trail signs only). 

6-31.22 Adhesive. Adhesive shall be (1) a phenolic resin glue waterproof to 
180 OF .. Bordon Chemical "Wonderbond" W-926A; (2) an all solids (without ex­
tender or thinner) epoxy adhesive, Chem-Tech T-88; (3) an urea-formaldehyde ther­
mosetting resin glue conforming to Federal Specifications MMM-A-188C (e.g. 
Weld wood Plastic Resin) or CO-approved equivalent. 

6-31.23 Paints. Primer and finish coats for sign backs, faces, edges, and letter-
ing shall be Benjamin Moore's ready-mixed, exterior type, PENTAFLEX, or CO­
approved equivalent. Color for backs, faces and edges of signs shall be Federal 
Standard 595a Color No. 20059(brown). Color for lettering shall be Federal Stan­
dard 595a Color No. 17875(white). Thinner and solvent shall be as recommended 
by the manufacturer. 

6-31 .24 Stain and Sealer. 

6-31.24a Gray Stain. Shall be composed of the following mixture: Three (3) 
parts Olympic Semitransparent Stain No. 908 or CO-approved equivalent, and one 
(1) part of Cabot's Colorless Creosote No. 230 or CO-approved equivalent. 

6-31.24b "Redwood" Stain. Shall be composed of the following mixture: Three 
(3) parts Olympic Semitransparent Stain No. 717 or CO-approved equivalent and 
one (1) part of Cabot's Colorless Creosote No. 230 or CO-approved equivalent. 

6-31.24c Dark Brown Stain. Shall be composed of the following mixture: Three 
(3) parts Olympic Semitransparent Stain No. 725 or CO-approved equivalent and 
one (1) part of Cabot's Colorless Creosote No. 230 Or CO-approved equivalent. 

6-31.24d Bleaching Oil. Shall be Cabot's Bleaching oil Or CO-approved 
equivalent. 

6-31.25 Metal Rod. Shall be steel, all thread rod, Y, inch diameter, minimum 36 
inches in length. 

6-31.26 Wood Dowel. Shall be 'I. inch diameter maple wood dowel maximum 
36 inches in length. 

6-31.27 Plywood Backing (Optional), Shall be 'Is inch exterior-grade plywood. 

6-31.30 CONSTRUCTION. Construction shall be of high quality with no internal 
or visible defects in the finished product. Dimensions and corner radii shall be as 
specified on attached drawings, with an allowable tolerance of ± % inch. When the 
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first order is placed, the Contractor shall complete a sample signboard and submit it 
to the CO for approval before proceeding with further construction. 
6-31.31 Dimensional Lumber. Sign panels shall be fabricated from boards not 
more than eight inches nor less than four inches in width. End grain on each board 
shall be reversed to minimize checking and sign warpage. Joined boards shall match 
on all surfaces within a tolerance of )1" inch. Vertical joints shall not be used. 
6-31.32 Doweling (OptionalJ. When used, holes for doweling shall be machine 
drilled through boards 16 inches on center starting three inches in from edge. Holes 
shall be oversized )1" inch. When vertical dimension is 36 inches or less a wood 
dowel shall be used. 
When vertical dimension is greater than 36 inches, a metal dowel shall be used and 
counter sunk one inch and plugged. 
6-31.33 Preparation of Surface Joints. Wood surfaces to be glued shall be 
smooth and true, free from machine-jointing marks and chipped or loosened grain. 
Glueline surfaces shall be free from dust, grease, and other foreign matter. 
6-31.34 Temperatures. Boards to be joined by gluing shall be stacked on 
stickers at air temperatures between 70 of and 90 OF for not less than 24 hours 
prior to gluing. During the glue application and curing processes, air temperatures 
shall be not less than 70 of nor more than 90 of. 
6-31.35 Glue Application. Glue shall be applied in accordance with manufac-
turer's recommendations to the entire surface of each joint face. Maximum 
allowable time between start of glue application and final setting of clamps on the 
sign panel shall be in accordance with manufacturer's recommendations. 
6-31,36 Clamping and Curing. Clamping pressure and curing times shall con-
form to manufacturer's recommendations. Allow to cure 48 hours prior to any 
machining. 
6-31.37 Machining. All cuts and drilling shall be accurate and clean. Table 
saws shall be set so that the blade extends through the panel not less than y, inch. 
Drilling should be done with high-speed drills to avoid chipping. 
6-31.38 Edge Rounding. Following the cutting of sign panel to size, all face and 
back edges shall be rounded to a radius to '/. inch. 
6-31.39 Plywood Backing (Optional). Following gluing and curing of dimen-
sional lumber, the plywood shall be cut to match the sign backs and glued and 
clamped in place. Clamping pressure and curing times shall comform to manufac­
turer's recommendations. 

6-31.40 LEGEND: LAYOUT AND TOLERANCES 
6-31.41 Graphic Layout. Graphic layout shall be as shown on attached draw-
ings. Artwork is to be accurately reproduced, enlarged in size to meet diminsions 
shown on scaled drawings. Allowable reproduction tolerance is ± Y, %. An accurate 
grid shall be used to insure layout is level and plumb. 

6-31.42 Horilontal Alignment. Letters, numerals, and symbols shall be horizon­
tally aligned to a tolerance of ± )1,. inch. Test method for horizontal alignment is as 
follows; 

Place a metal straightedge along the bottom of a series of letters forming one 
line on the sign. In each line, letters shall not vary more than '/,. inch from 
that line. 

6-31.43 Vertical Alignment. Letters, numerals, and symbols shall be vertically 
aligned to a tolerance of ± '/,. inch. Test method for alignment is as follows; 

Place a metal straightedge along the bottom of a series of letters forming one 
line of the sign. Place a square along the straightedge; individual letters shall be 
normal to the square with a tolerance of '1,. inch. 
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6-31.44 Routing. Routed letters and graphics on signs shall be the size 
specified on supplementary drawings. Letters shall be NPS Modified Clarendon letter 
style or as noted on contract drawings. All letters and graphics shall be machine­
routed with a v-grooved or oval-sided flat-bottom bit. One inch letters and smaller 
shall be routed 'I. inch to ,(,. inch depth, letters 1 % inches and larger shall be routed 
1i inch to 'I. inch depth or as specified on drawings. Routing depth shall be consis­
tent for each letter size on anyone sign. 

6-31.50 FINISHING 

6-31.51 Sanding. All burrs on edges or routed channels shall be removed by 
sanding with the grain of the wood, Final sanding shall be with an 80 or 100 
medium-grit sandpaper and shall leave the sign face, back, and edges smooth 
without gouge marks, 

6-31.52 Cleaning, All sign surfaces shall be wiped, airblown, Or vacuumed 
clean before painting or staining to insure removal of sawdust. 

6-31.53 Maker's Mark. Sign manufacturer shall mark the lower right corner of 
the back of each sign, identifying manufacturer and manufacturing date. 

6-31.54 Painting. All painting shall be accomplished in a well-ventilated, dust-
free paint roam separated by full partitions hom shop woodworking areas, Paint 
shall be applied and allowed to cure at air temperatures specified by the manufac­
turer. Paint shall be thoroughly mixed prior to each use and at frequent intervals dur­
ing use to insure against pigment separation. Paint shall be applied to all surfaces in 
a minimum of four coats to provide a dry paint film thickness of 4 mils ± O. 5 mil. 
Color schedule shall be as specified on supplementary drawings. 

Two coats shall be applied by brush or spray to provide continuous primer across all 
sign surfaces, Finish paint in routed areas of sign face shall be applied by brush, 
spray or puddling, providing coverage of entire vertical portion of routed areas. 
Finish paint on sign face, baCk, and edges shall be applied by spray or roller. A short 
nap roller is recommended to prevent paint from dripping into routed areas, Drying 
time between coats shall be specified by the paint manufacturer. 

Signs which show alligatoring, nicks or slopping of paint in and around routed areas 
shall be rejected. 

6-31.55 Staining (Optional). All surfaces shall receive a minimum two coats of 
stain, Color schedule shall be as specified on supplementary drawings, Stain shall be 
liberally and uniformly applied to the edges, back, and face of the sign by brush or 
roller, and to routed surfaces by brushing. Stain shall be thoroughly mixed prior to 
each use and at frequent intervals during use to insure against pigment separation. 
All stain is to be thoroughly brushed in, Excess stain remaining shall then be remov­
ed by wiping. 

6-31.56 Natural Weathered (Optiona/). 

6-31.56a Wire Brushing. Face of panel shall be mechanically brushed in the 
direction of the wood grain to remove the soft wood grains to a nominal depth of 
± 'Ie inch. 
6-31.56b Bleaching Oil. Oil shall be applied and allowed to cure according to 
manufacturer's specifications. 

6-31.60 METHOD OF MEASUREMENT, Where the Schedule of Items lists the 
unit as squar~ foot, measurement shall be made for the actual square footage of 
surface area on the face of each sign, measured to the nearest Y, square foot, com­
pleted and accepted. The method of measurement for other signs where the unit is 
listed as each shall be the actual number of signs completed and accepted. 

6-31.70 BASIS OF PAYMENT. The quantities shall be paid for at the contract 
price per unit of measurement for each of the particular pay items listed, which pay-
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ment shall be full compensation for furnishing all materials, labor, equipment, tools, 
and incidentals needed to complete the work prescribed in the specifications. 

6-32 ROUTED HDO PLYWOOD SIGNS 

6-32.10 DESCRIPTION. This specification applies to the furnishing of routed 
HDO plywood signs as ordered on the attached requisition. This work shall include 
the furnishing of all materials, labor, tools, equipment. and supplies to construct, 
package, and ship the signs via Government Bill of lading or Parcel Post. 

6-32.20 MATERIALS 
6-32.21 HDO Plywood. Plywood shall be % inch thick, 7-ply, marine A-A face, 
all Douglas Fir grade B or better core, and otherwise conform to U.S. Product Stan­
dard PS 1,74. Each plywood sheet shall be branded as follows: 

HDO-AA-G 1 Marine-APA-PS 1-7 4 
Sign panels which are warped or show signs of checking, splits, open joints, loose 
knots or other surface defects shall be rejected. 

6·32.22 Paints. Primer and finish coats shall be Benjamin Moore's ready-mixed, 
exterior type, PENTAFLEX or Contracting Officer (CO)-approved equivalent. Color 
for backs, faces, and edges of signs shall be Federal Standard 595a Color No. 
20059(brown). Color for lettering shall be Federal Standard 5958 Color No. 
1787 5(whltel. Thinner and solvent shall be as recommended by the paint manufac­
turer. 

6-32.30 CONSTRUCTION. Construction shell be of high quality with no internal 
or visible defects in the finished product. Dimensions and corner of radii shall be as 
specified on attached drawings, with an allowable tolerance of ± y.,". When the first 
order is placed, the Contractor shall complete a sample signboard and submit it to 
the CO for approval before proceeding with further construction. 

6-32.31 Storage and Handling. Panels shall be stacked flat in an enclosed and 
well-ventilated building. Stored plywood shall not be placed directly on dirt Or con­
crete surfaces. Care shall be used in handling plywood to prevent damage to cor­
ners, edges, and faces. Damaged plywood panels shall be rejected. 

6-32.32 Board Joining. No board joining shall be allowed for routed HDO 
plywood signs. 

6-32.33 Machining. All cuts and drilling shall be accurate and clean. Panels 
shall be fed through saws slowly to avoid damage to the overlay. Table saws shall 
be set so that the blade extends through the panel not less than y, inch. Drilling 
should be done with high speed drills to avoid chipping of the back of sign. 
6-32.34 Coregap Filling. Edge coregap holes shall be filled with Mameco Inter-
national Vulcan 116 polyurethane sealant, Thiokol Pecora Synthacalk GC-9 
polysulfide sealant, or CO-approved equivalent to produce a flat, gap-free surface. 
Edge filler shall be cured in accordance with manufacturer's recommendations, and 
then sanded smooth. 
6-32.35 Edge Rounding .. All face and back edges shall be rounded to a radius 
of ';" inch. 

6-32.40 LEGEND: LAYOUT AND TOLERANCES 
6-32.41 Graphic Layout. GraphiC layout shall be as shown on attached draw-
ings. Artwork is to be accurately reproduced, enlarged in size to meet diminsions 
shown on scaled drawings. Allowable reproduction tolerance is ± Y, %. An accurate 
grid shall be used to insure layout is level and plumb. 

6-32.42 Horizontal Alignment. Letters, numerals, and symbols shall be horizon­
tally aligned to a tolerance of ± Y16 inch. Test method for horizontal alignment is as 
follows: 
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Place a metal straightedge along the bottom of a series of letters forming on6 
line on the sign, In each line, letters shall 110t vary more than '/" inch from that 
line, 

6·32.43 Vertical Alignment. Letters, numerals, and symbols shall be vertically 
aligned to a tolerance of ± ,/" inch. Test method for alignment is as follows: 

Place a metal straightedge along the bottom of a series of letters forming one 
line of the sign. Place a square along the straightedge; individual letters shall be 
normal to the square with a tolerance of '/16 inch, 

6·32.44 Routing. Routed letters and graphics on signs shall be the size 
specified on the supplementary drawings, Letters shall be NPS Modified Clarendon 
style Or as noted on drawings, All letters and graphics shall be machine· routed with 
an oval-sided flat· bottom bit. Routing depth shall be '/16 inch, 

6·32.50 FINISHING 

'6-32.51 Sanding. Prior to painting, sign face, back, and panel edges shall be 
sanded with 50 to 60 grit sandpaper. Sanding shall leave surfaces smooth without 
gouge marks, 

6·32.52 Maker's Mark. Sign manufacturer shall mark the lower right corner of 
the back of each sign, identifying the manufacturer and manufacturing date. 

6-32.53 Painting. All painting shall be accomplished in a well-ventilated, dust-
free paint room separated by full partitions from shop woodworking areas, Paint 
shall be applied and allowed to cure at air temperatures specified by the paint 
manufacturer, Paint shall be thoroughly mixed prior to each use and at frequent in· 
tervals during use to insure against pigment separation, Paint shall be applied to all 
surfaces in a minimum of four coats to provide a dry paint film thickness of 4 mils 
± Y, mil. Color schedule shall be as specified on supplementary drawings. 

Two coats shall be applied by brush or spray to provide continuous primer across all 
sign surfaces. Finish paint in routed areas of sign face shall be applied by brush, 
spray or puddling, providing coverage of entire vertical portion of routed areas. 
Finish paint on sign face, back and edges shall be applied by spray or roller. A short 
nap roller is recommended to prevent paint from dripping into routed areas, Drying 
time between coats shall be as specified by the paint manufacturer. 

Signs which show aliigatoring, nicks, or slopping of paint in and around routed areas 
shall be rejected, 

6-32.60 METHOD OF MEASUREMENT. Where the Schedule of Items lists the 
unit as square foot, measurement shall be made for the actual square footage of 
surface area on the face of each sign, measured to the nearest Y, square foot, com· 
pleted and accepted. The method of measurement for other signs where the unit is 
listed as each shall be the actual number of signs completed and accepted, 

6·32.70 BASIS OF PAYMENT. The quantities shall be paid for at the contract 
price per unit of measurement for each of the particular pay items listed, which pay· 
ment shall be full compensation for furnishing all materials, labor, equipment, tools, 
and the incidentals needed to complete the work prescribed in the specifications, 
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6·33 ROUTED WOOD FOAM CORE SIGNS 

6-33.10 DESCRIPTION. This specification applies to the furnishing of wood 
signs with a rigid polyurethane foam core construction signs as ordered on the at­
tached requisition. Work shall include the furnishing of all materials, labor, tools, 
equipment, and supplies to construct, package, and ship the signs via Government 
Bill of Lading Or Parcel Post. 

6-33,20 MATERIALS 

6-33,21 Dimensional lumber. Dimensional lumber for face panels, back panels, 
wood blocking (if any!. and edge closeout shall be one of the following, as specified 
on the attached requisition: 

(11 Clear vertical grain heart redwood with maximum moisture content 
of 12%, 

(21 Western red cedar, B or better grade, selected for vertical grain, 
with maximum moisture content of 19%. 

Nominal thickness of lumber for use in face and back panels shall be 1 inch. Edge 
core closeout material shall be 1 y," thick, unless otherwise specified on the attach­
ed requisition, The grain pattern in every· piece of wood shall be aligned with that of 
the surface panels. 

6-33.22 Foam Core, The core shall be 1 y," thick high density rigid 
polyurethane foam, Last-A-Foam FR-3704 (General Plastics Mfg. Co., Tacoma, 
Washingtonl or Contracting Officer ICO)-approved equivalent, 

6-33.23 Adhesive, Adhesive Iglue) shall be an urea-formaldehyde thermosetting 
resin adhesive conforming to Federal Specifications MMM-A-11 8C le,g, Weld wood 
Plastic Resin} or CO-approved equivalent. 

6-33.24 Stain and Sealer/Marine Oil 

6-33.248 Gray Stain. Shall be composed of the following mixture: Three (3) 
parts Olympic Semitransparent Stain No, 908 or CO-approved equivalent, and one 
(1) part of Cabot's Colorless Creosote No. 230 or CO-approved equivalent. 

6-33.24b "Redwood" Stain. Shall be composed of the following mixture: Three 
(31 parts Olympic Semitransparent Stain No. 717 or CO-approved equivalent, and 
one (1) part of Cabot's Colorless Creosote No. 230 Or CO-approved equivalent. 
6-33.24c Dark Brown Stain. Shall be composed of the following mixture: Three 
(3) parts Olympic Semitransparent Stain No. 725 or CO-approved equivalent, and 
one 111 part of Cabot's Colorless Creosote No.2 30 or CO-approved equivalent. 

6-33.24d Sealer/Marine Oil Application. Shall consist of Deks Olje #1 (matte 
finish) or Deks Olje #2 (gloss finish) or CO-approved equivalent. 

6-33.30 CONSTRUCTION. Construction shall be of high quality with no internal 
or visible defects in the finished product. Dimensions and corner radii shall be as 
specified on attached drawings, with an allowable tolerance of ± y.. inch. When the 
first order is placed, the Contractor shall complete a sample signboard and submit it 
to the CO for approval before proceeding with further construction. 

6-33.31 Preparation of Front and Back Panels. 

6-33.31 a Dimensional Lumber. Sign panels made of dimenSional lumber shall be 
fabricated from boards not more than eight inches nor less than four inches in 
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width. Boards shall be butt jointed, reversing end grain on each board to m'rnim',ze 
checking and sign warpage. Joining boards shall match on all surfaces. Vertical 
joints shall not be used. 

6-33.31 b Preparation of Surface Joints. Wood surfaces to be glued shall be 
smooth and true, free from machine-jointing marks, chipped or loosened grain, dust, 
grease, and other foreign matter. 

6-33.31 c Temperatures. Boards to be joined by gluing shall be stacked on 
stickers at air temperatures between 70 of and 90 of for not less than 24 hours 
prior to gluing. During the glue application and curing processes, air temperatures 
shall be not less than 70°F nor more than 90°F. 

6-33.32 Preparation of Core 

6-33.32a Edge Core. Edge core lumber shall be cut to fit periphery of the rear 
panel. 

6-33.32b Foam Core Preparation. Foam core shall be cut to snug fit in cavity 
formed by edge core with no voids. At each point indicated in supplemental draw­
ings, foam shall be cut to accommodate wood blocks, to fit exactly with no voids. 

6-33.33 Assembly. Fabrication is to resemble the construction of a shallow box 
formed by the glued up baCk panel, to which is glued the edge closeout stock. Rigid 
polyurethane foam sheet stock is cut to fit closely into the cavity formed by edge 
closeouts, and glued all around and to back panel. Any wood blocking shown on 
drawings shall be inserted into foam core previously cut for that purpose, and shall 
be glued all around and to back panel. The box is then closed by glueing face panel 
to the foam core, any wood blocks and edge closeouts (see figure # 11. The pro· 
cedure is to be one continuous glueing operation, conducted within the allowable 
working time of the specified adhesive. 

6-33.33a Glue Application. Glue shall be applied according to glue manufac­
turer's recommendations to the entire surface of each glue joint. Maximum 
allowable time between start of glue application and final setting of clamps on the 
sign panel shall be in accordance with glue manufacturer's recommendations. 

6-33.33b Final Clamping and Curing. Clamping pressure and curing times shall 
be in accordance with glue manufacturer's recommendations. 

6-33.34 Machining. All cuts and drilling shall be accurate and clean. Table 
saws shall be set so that the blade extends through the panel not less than Y, inch. 
Drilling should be done with high· speed drills to avoid chipping. 

6-33,35 Edge Rounding. Following the fabrication of the panel, all edges on the 
sign shall be rounded to a radius of 'I. inch. 

6-33.40 LEGEND: LAYOUT AND TOLERANCES 

6-33.41 Graphic Layout. Graphic layout shall be as shown on attached draw· 
ings. Artwork is to be accurately reproduced, enlarged in size to meet dimensions 
shown on scaled drawings. Allowable reproduction tolerance is ± Y, %. An accurate 
grid shall be used to insure layout is level and plumb. 

6-33.42 Horizontal Alignment. Letters, numerals, and symbols shall be horizon· 
tally aligned to a tolerance of ± '/" inch. Test method for horizontal alignment is as 
follows: 

Place a metal straightedge along the bottom of a series of letters forming one 
line on the sign. No letter shall vary more than '116 inch from that line. 

6-33.43 Vertical Alignment. Letters, numerals. and symbols shall be Vertically 
aligned to a tolerance of ± '/16 inch. Test method for alignment is as follows: 

Place a metal straightedge along the bottom of a series of letters forming one 
line of the sign. Place a square along the straightedge; individual letters shall be 
normal to the square with a tolerance of '/" inch. 
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Figure 1. Typical rigid polyurethane foam core sign panel (exploded view) 
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6-33.44 Routing. Routed letters and graphics on signs shall be the size 
specified on the supplementary drawings. Letters shall be NPS Modified Clarendon 
style or as shown on attached drawings. All letters and graphics shall be machine 
routed with a V-grooved or oval-sided flat-bottom bit. Routing depth shall be y." 
± '/'6' and shall be consistent for all routing on anyone sign. 

6-33.50 FINISHING 

6-33.51 Sanding. All burrs on edges of routed channels shall be removed by 
sanding with the grain of the wood. Final sanding shall be with an 80 or 100 
medium-grit sandpaper and shall leave the sign face, back, and edges smooth 
without gouge marks. 

6-33.52 Cleaning. All sign surfaces shall be wiped, airblown, or vacuumed 
clean before staining or oiling to insure removal of sawdust. 

6-33.53 Maker's Mark. Sign manufacturer shall mark the lower right corner of 
the back of each sign, identifying the manufacturer and manufacturing date. 

6-33.54 Staining. All surfaces shall receive at least two coats of stain, allowing 
a minumum 24 hours drying time between applications. Color schedule shall be as 
specified on supplementary drawings. Stain shall be liberally and uniformly applied 
to the edges, back, and face of the sign by brush or roller, and to routed surfaces by 
brushing. Stain shall be thoroughly mixed prior to each use and at frequent intervals 
during use to insure against pigment separation. All stain is to be thoroughly brush· 
ed in. Excess stain remaining shall then be removed by wiping. Signs shall be dried 
face-up a minimum of 24 hours before sealing and packaging. 
6-33.55 Sealer/Marine Oil Application. Oil finish shall be applied in a dust-free 
area, and according to the recommendations of the product manufacturer. Matte 
finish or glossy finish shall be specified on the supplementary drawings or on the at­
tached requisition. 

6-33.60 METHOD OF MEASUREMENT. Where the Schedule of Items lists the 
unit as square foot, measurement shall be made for the actual square footage of 
surface area On the face of each sign, measured to the nearest Y, square foot, com­
pleted and accepted. The method of measurement for other signs where the unit is 
listed as each shall be the actual number of signs completed and accepted. 

6-33.70 BASIS OF PAYMENT. The quantitiesshall be paid for at the contract 
price per unit of measurement for each of the particular pay items listed, which pay­
ment shall be full compensation for furnishing all materials, labor, equipment, tools, 
and incidentals needed to complete the work prescribed in the specifications. 
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6-40 NPS ARROWHEAD EMBLEMS 

6-41 ROUTED WOOD EMBLEMS 
6-41.10 DESCRIPTION. This specification applies to the furnishing of routed 
wood emblems as ordered on the attached requisition. This work shall include the 
furnishing of all materials, labor, tools, equipment, and supplies to construct, 
package, and ship the emblem via Government Bill of Lading or Parcel Post. 

6-41.20 MATERIALS 

6-41.21 Dimensional Lumber. Dimensional lumber shall be kiln-dried, vertical 
grain with maximum moisture content of 19 percent. Redwood, cedar, cypress or 
other durable stock shall be used. Recommended lumber includes: 

(1) Clear vertical grain heart redwood with maximum moisture content 
of 12%, 

(2) Western red cedar, B or better grade, selected for vertical grain, 
with maximum moisture content of 19%, 

(3) Bald cypress, incense cedar or other wood as specified by the Con-
tracting Officer. 

Nominal thickness is to be two inches for sizes up to 21 y," x 27". Emblems 1414" 
x 18" and larger shall be backed with 3/S " AC exterior grade plywood. Nominal 
thickness for emblems 30" x 40" and larger shall be 3". 
6-41.22 Plywood Backing(Optional). Plywood shall be 'Is" thick, AC exterior 
grade. 
6-41.23 Paint. Primer and finish coat for emblem backs, faces, edges graphics, 
and lettering shall be a catalized automotive enamel or Contracting Officer 
(CO)-approved equivalent. Color for background, edges and back shall be cocoa 
brown Federal Standard (F.S.) 595a Color No. 20233 (semi-gloss). Color for trees 
and buffalo shall be dark blue green, F.S. 595a Color No. 34058 (flat). Color for 
mountain tops and lake shall be cream, F.S. 595a Color No. 23690 (semigloss). 
Color for lettering shall be white, F.S. 595a Color No. 17875 (glossy). Specified 
color numbers are those found in Federal Standard 595a, dated January 2, 1968, 
Change Notice 1, January 2, 1968. Thinner and solvent shall be as recommended 
by the paint manufacturer. For improved durability, official colors may be specified 
as all glossy finish. 

6-41.24 Adhesive. Adhesive shall be (1) a phenolic resin glue waterproof to 
180 of, Borden Chemical "Wonderbond" W-926A; (2) an all solids (without ex­
tender or thinner) epoxy adhesive, Chem Tech T-88; (3) an urea-formaldehyde ther­
mosetting resin glue conforming to Federal Specification MMM·A·1 88C (e.g. 
Weldwood Plastic Resin) or CO-approved equivalent. 

6-41.30 CONSTRUCTION. Construction shall be of high quality with no internal 
or visible defects in the finished product. Dimensions shall be as specified on attach­
ed drawings, with an allowable tolerance of ± 14". When the first order is placed, 
the Contractor shall complete a sample emblem and submit it to the CO for approval 
before proceeding with further construction. All joints between dimensional lumber 
boards shall be simple butt joints. 

6-41.31 Preparation of Surface Joints. Wood surfaces to be glued shall be 
smooth and true, free from chips or loosened grain. Surfaces shall be free from 
dust, grease, and other foreign matter. 
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6-41.32 Temperature. During the glue application and curing process, air 
temperatures shall be not less than 70°F nor more than 90°F. 

6-41.33 Glue Application, Glue shall be applied in accordance with manufac-
turer's recommendations to the entire surface of each joint face. Maximum 
allowable time between start of glue application and final setting of clamps on the 
sign panel shall be in accordance with manufacturer's recommendations. 

6-41,34 Clamping and Curing, Clamping pressure and curing times shall con-
form to manufacturer's recommendations. Allow to cure 48 hours prior to any 
machining. 

6-41.35 Coregap Filling. Edge coregap holes shall be filled with Mameco Inter-
national Vulkem 116 polyurethane sealant, Thiolkol Pecora Synthacalk GC-9 
polysulfide sealant, or CO-approved equivalent to produce a flat, gap-free surface. 
Edge filler shall be cured in accordance with manufacturer's recommendations, and 
then sanded smooth. 

6-41.36 Chamfered Edges. Following the cutting of the emblem panel to size, 
all face edges shall be chamfered 45 ° to resemble the flaking of an arrowhead. 
Chamfer depths are determined by the chamfer width, which is fixed for each 
emblem size by the proporations shown on drawing no. PG-1 005-A Isee figure 21. 

6-41.40 GRAPHIC LAYOUT. Graphic layout shall be as shown on attached 
drawing no. PG-1005-A (see figure 21. Artwork is to be accurately reproduced, 
enlarged in size to meet the specified vertical dimensions. Allowable reproduction 
tolerance is ± y, %. An accurate grid shall be used to insure layout is level and 
plumb. 

6-41.41 Routing. Letters and graphics shall be routed in accordance with the 
following table. 

Emblem Size 

10" x 8" 

12" x 9Y," 

15Y," x 12)'." 

18" x 14)'." 

27" x 21Y," 

40" x 31 """ 
and larger 

6-41.50 FINISHING. 

Routing Depth 

'/," 
'/e" 
l/a" 

%" 

6·41.51 Sanding. All burrs on edges or routed channels shall be removed by 
sanding with the grain of the wood. Final sanding shall be with an 80 or 100 
medium-grit sandpaper and shall leave the sign face, back, and edges smooth 
without gouge marks. 

6-41.52 Cleaning. All sign surfaces shall be wiped, airblown, or vacuumed 
clean before painting or staining to insure removal of sawdust. 

6-41.53 Painting. All painting shall be accomplished in a well-ventilated, dust­
free paint room separated by full partitions from woodworking areas. Paint shall be 
applied and allowed to cure at air temperatures specified by the manufacturer. Paint 
shall be thoroughly mixed prior to each lise and at frequent intervals during use to 
insure against pigment separation. Paint shall be applied to all surfaces in a 
minimum of four coats to provide a dry paint film thickness of 4 mils ± Y, mil. Color 
schedule shall be as specified on supplementary drawing. 
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Two coats shall be applied by brush or spray to provide continuous primer across all 
sign surfaces. Finish paint in routed areas of sign face shall be applied by brush, 
spray or puddling, providing coverage of entire vertical portion of routed areas. 
Finish paint on sign face. back, and edges shall be applied by spray or roller. Short 
nap roller is recommended to prevent paint from dripping into routed areas. Drying 
time between coats shall be specified by the paint manufaturer. 

Signs which show alligatoring, nicks, or slopping of paint in and around routed areas 
shall be rejected. 

6-41.60 METHOD OF MEASUREMENT. The method of measurement for 
emblems where the unit is listed as each shall be the actual number of emblems 
completed and accepted. 

6-41.70 BASIS OF PAYMENT. The quantities shall be paid for at the contract 
price per unit of measurement for each of the particular pay items listed. which pay­
ment shall be full compensation for furnishing all materials. labor, equipment, tools, 
and incidentals needed to complete the work prescribed in the specifications. 

• 
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6-42 SILKSCREENED EMBLEM DECALS 

6-42.10 DESCRIPTION. This specification applies to the furnishings of silk-
screened emblem decals as ordered on the attached requisition. This work shall in­
clude the furnishing of all materials, labor, tools, equipment. and supplies to con­
struct, package, and ship the emblem via Government Bill of Lading or Parcel Post. 

6-42.20 MATERIALS. 
6-42.21 Substrate. 
6-42.218 Aluminum. The aluminum substrate shall be 6061·T6 and otherwise 
be in conformance with ASTM STD 8-209. The thickness shall be 0.080 inches for 
all emblems. 

6-42.21b Plywood. This shall be High Density Overlay (HDO), two sides, %-inch 
7-ply, Douglas fir, exterior plywood, PrOduct Standard PS 1-74, Group 1, with a B 
grade veneer on both faces. Mill-oiled concrete form plywood shall be prohibited. 
Surfacing overlay material weight shall be high density 60-60, non-oiled, resin im­
pregnated fiber permanently fused to the base panel under heat and pressure. Panel 
weight shall be approximately 2.2 pounds pet square foot. Overlay color shall be 
black. Each panel shall be edge-branded HDO B-B G 1 EXT PS 1-74. The Contractor 
shall supply the CO with APA certification that the plywood meets all the above re­
quirements. 

6-42.22 Background Sheeting. Sheeting materials shall comply with "Standard 
Specifications for Construction of Roads and Bridges on Federal Highway Projects," 
Fp·85 and Federal Specification L·S-300C. Contractor shall furnish certification that 
the materials comply with the requirements of FP-85 and L-S·300C. Contractor shall 
indelibly mark each carton of materials showing the date received. No more than 12 
months shall have elapsed from date of purchase from the manufacturer to the date 
of application on substrate. Background sheeting shall be Type II, Class 1 or 2 and 
the color shall be white. 

6-42.228 Reflective Emblem Colors. All of the following 3M Co. Screen Process 
inks or CO-approved equivalents, will be used as specified. 
BORDER SHADOW: Opaque Black, No. 725 
TREE: Green, No. CF 263 
Color Formula for Green 
Opaque Color 23-817 Lt. Green .152 
Opaque Color 23-805 White .136 
Opaque Color 725 Black .239 
Opaque Color 23-872 Ok. Green .4 7 3 

NOTE: May substitute Naz Dar #59-148 Dark Green. 
BACKGROUND: Cocoa Brown, No. CF 890-3 
Color Formula for Cocoa Brown 
Transparent Color 713 Rustic Brown 
Transparent Color 707 Toner 
Transparent Color 722 Yellow 

.330 

.650 

. 20 

MOUNTAIN, LAKE, AND TEXT: White Reflective Sheeting. 

1 lb. 
2 lb. 
1 lb. 
5 lb. 

11 lb. 

2 lb. 
5 lb. 
o lb . 
8 lb. 

Weight 
15% oz. 

1% oz. 
15% oz. 

0 oz .. 
oz. 

Weight 
9% oz. 
4 oz. 
2% 02,_ 

0 OZ, 

6-42.22b Nonreflective Emblem Colors. All of the following screen process inks 
or CO-approved equivalent will be used as specified. 
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6-42 SILKSCREENED EMBLEM DECALS 

6-42.10 DESCRIPTION. This specification applies to the furnishings of silk-
screened emblem decals as ordered on the attached requisition. This work shall in­
clude the furnishing of all materials, labor, tools, equipment, and supplies to con­
struct, package, and ship the emblem via Government Bill of Lading or Parcel Post. 

6-42.20 MATERIALS. 
6-42.21 Substrate. 

6-42.21 a Aluminum. The aluminum substrate shall be 6061-T6 and otherwise 
be in conformance with ASTM STD B-209. The thickness shall be 0.080 inches for 
all emblems. 

6-42.21 b Plywood. This shall be High Density Overlay (HDO)' two sides, %-inch 
7-ply, Douglas fir, exterior plywood, Product Standard PS 1-74, Group 1, with a B 
grade veneer on both faces. Mill-oiled concrete form plywood shall be prohibited. 
Surfacing overlay material weight shall be high density 60-60, non-oiled, resin im­
pregnated fiber permanently fused to the base panel under heat and pressure. Panel 
weight shall be approximately 2.2 pounds per square foot. Overlay color shall be 
black. Each panel shall be edge-branded HDO B-B G 1 EXT PS 1-74. The Contractor 
shall supply the CO with APA certification that the plywood meets all the above re­
quirements. 

6-42.22 Background Sheeting. Sheeting materials shall comply with "Standard 
Specifications for Construction of Roads and Bridges on Federal Highway Projects," 
FP-85 and Federal Specification L-S-300C. Contractor shall furnish certification that 
the materials comply with the requirements of FP-85 and L-S-300C. Contractor shall 
indelibly mark each carton of materials showing the date received. No more than 12 
months shall have elapsed from date of purchase from the manufacturer to the date 
of application on substrate. Background sheeting shall be Type II, Class 1 or 2 and 
the color shall be white. 

6-42.228 Reflective Emblem Colors. All of the following 3M Co. Screen Process 
inks or CO-approved equivalents, will be used as specified. 
BORDER SHADOW: Opaque Black, No. 725 
TREE: Green, No. CF 263 
Color Formula for Green 
Opaque Color 23-817 Lt. Green .152 
Opaque Color 23-805 White .136 
Opaque Color 725 Black .239 
Opaque Color 23-872 Dk. Green .4 73 

NOTE: May substitute Naz Dar #59-148 Dark Green. 
BACKGROUND: Cocoa Brown, No. CF 890-3 
Color Formula for Cocoa Brown 
Transparent Color 713 Rustic Brown 
Transparent Color 707 Toner 
Transparent Color 722 Yellow 

. 330 

. 650 

.20 

MOUNTAIN, LAKE, AND TEXT: White Reflective Sheeting. 

Weight 
1 lb. 15% oz. 
2 lb. 1% oz. 
1 lb. 15% oz. 

11 lb. oz. 

Weight 
2 lb. 9% oz . 
5 lb. 4 oz . 
o lb. 2% oz. 
8 lb. 0 oz. 

6-42.22b Nonreflective Emblem Colors. All of the following screen process inks 
or CO-approved equivalent will be used as specified. 
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panel edges prior to application of reflective sheeting. One coat of the enamel shall 
be applied after application of reflective sheeting. 
Cure time between enamel coats shall be as specified in writing by the manufac­
turer. Prime plus paint thickness shall provide a minimum of 2 mils ± Y, mil 
thickness of dry paint film. 

6-42.32d Panel Face Cleaning. Successful adhesion of reflective sheeting is 
dependent upon a totally clean and well-scarified panel face to receive the adhesive. 
Before application of the sheeting, the face shall be free of all foreign matter such as 
paint Or dust. 

6-42.33 Metalworking. The aluminum shall be free of burrs and pits on both 
sides, including edges and holes, and shall be made ready for application of the 
sheeting. 

6.42.338 Surface Preparation. The aluminum shall be thoroughly cleaned and 
degreased with solvent and alkaline emulsion cleaner by immersion, spray, or vapor 
degreasing and dried prior to application of the sheeting coat. The aluminum shall be 
new and corrosion-free with holes drilled or punched, and all edges smoothed prior 
to application of the sheeting. 

6-42.34 Application Methods. The method of application of sheeting shall be 
precisely as prescribed in writing by the manufacturer of the sheeting. 

The applicator shall have at least two pyrometers centrally attached. The applicator 
shall also have a cycle control unit approved by the sheeting manufacturer. 

Temperature control calibration and accuracy monitoring of the approved cycle con­
trol unit shall be required each day that the heat and vacuum applicator is operated. 
"Teletemp Temperature Records" Itemperature measuring devicesl shall be used. 
Applicator operating temperature shall be calibrated with the specified temperature 
measuring device each day of operation, and: 

1. Whenever different substrate materials are being used. 
2. Whenever a diaphragm, light-bulb, cycle-control unit, or thermocouple is 

replaced. 
3. Whenever different types or different colors of reflective sheeting are used. 

The sheeting shall be precut to size or trimmed to the edges. The entire face of the 
panel shall be covered with one unspliced sheet. 

Flexible sheeting shall be positioned to provide 'I.-inch to '(,,-inch overlap onto all 
panel edges after trimming. Use of two reflective faces on one panel Idual facel is 
prOhibited. 

6-42.35 Silkscreening. Screen processing shall be of careful workmanship with 
neat, clean lines and corners, performed strictly as prescribed by the manufacturer 
of the transparent or opaque colors. The screen inks shall be drawn over the screen 
with a firm, even pressure. As needed, three to five minutes shall be allowed for the 
ink to flow out so that it has a smooth surface. 

6-42.40 LAYOUT. Exact layout to the specified size on attached requisition 
shall be produced by the Contractor by enlarging the attached drawing. 

6.42.50 FINISHING. Not Applicable. 

6-42.60 METHOD OF MEASUREMENT. The method of measurement for 
emblems where the unit is listed as each shall be the actual number of emblems 
completed and accepted. 

6-42.70 BASIS OF PAYMENT. The quantities shall be paid for at the contract 
price per unit of measurement for each of the particular pay items listed, which pay­
ment shall be full compensation for furnishing all materials, labor, equipment, tools, 
and incidentals needed to complete the work prescribed in the specification. 
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6-50 PACKAGING, ORDERING, AND SHIPPING 

6-51 PACKAGING 
6-51.10 ALL SIGNS. Signs protected as required below shall be packaged ac-
cording to individual Areas. Signs ordered by two or more Areas shall not be placed 
in the same package. 

The sign package shall be strapped with a viscose webbing strapping system, 
"Avistrap," Or an equivalent approved by the Contracting Officer ICO), with not 
less than two straps, cinched down tight to prevent any movement or chafing. 

After the bundle is strapped, the Contractor shall place a copy of the sign requisition 
and invoice in a heavily constructed envelope and attach it securely to the package. 

The painted portions of signs, symbols, and shields shall be covered with slip 
sheets. Stained signs shall not be covered with slip sheets. All signs packaged 
together shall be turned face to face. 

6·51.11 Reflective Sign Packaging. Signs shall be wiped clean prior to packag-
ing. 

Signs may be packaged singly or in multiples, provided that the individual weight of 
sign packages does not exceed 90 pounds. Signs may be packaged in fiberboard 
boxes, provided that the boxes conform to Federal Specifications PP-636·H; Type 
CF Icorrugated fiberboard); Class - Domestic, Variety DW (double wall); Grade 275. 
Signs packaged separately shall have the sign face covered with 'I, inch pressed 
board, smooth side toward the sign face. 

Signs may be taped together prior to packaging with filament tape only if slip sheets 
completely cover the exposed surface of the signs prior to taping. 

Sign faces, or a sign face and the pressed board, shall be separated by liners remov, 
ed from reflective sheets Iplastic side down), with the exception of Type ill sheeting 
which shall be separated by 3M SCW 822 slip sheets or CO·approved equivalent. 

6,51.12 Small Routed Wooden Sign Packaging. All sawdust shalf be removed 
from the finish sign prior to packaging for shipment. The face of each sign shall be 
separated with corrugated packaging paper that meets Federal Specification PPP,P-
291 E, Type I (light duty). Style 1 (backing sheet mandatory). Signs shall be shipped 
in packages weighing not more than 65 pounds. Each package shall be wrapped in 
corrugated wrapping paper which meets Federal Specifications PPP-P-291 E; Type III 
(heavy duty); Style 1 (backing sheet mandatory). Fiberboard boxes may be used as 
specified in 6-51.11. 
6·51.13 Large Routed Wooden Sign Packaging. Signs shall be packaged 
separately. Required arrowhead emblems or logo plaques shall be included with each 
sign and shall be strapped, or otherwise affixed securely to a cleat and faced against 
the back of the sign. 

All signs shall be packaged with the smooth side of the '/. inch thick nontempered, 
pressed board covering the sign face. The pressed board shall be well·secured with 
4'penny, cement·coated nails, to the protective strips nailed to the signboard edges. 
Protective strips of nominal 2" x 4" lumber shall be extended past all sign board 
corners so as to join for nailing. 

The package shall then be wrapped with corrugated wrapping paper as specified in 
6-51.12. 

6·52 SHIPPING 

6-52.10 FROM COMMERCIAL SOURCES. Shipments shall be via Government 
Bill of Lading IGBL), or by the most economical method, such as Parcel Post, 
prepaid, and added as a separate item on the invoice. 
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6-60 APPLICABLE DOCUMENTS. PUBLICATIONS. AND STANDARDS 

6-61 DESCRIPTION The following documents are a part of these specifica-
tions to the extent specified and as currently amended. 

6-61.10 FEDERAL SPECIFICATIONS AND STANDARDS 

Standard or 
Specification 

00-S-775 

FS-595a 
TT-P-25E 

FED-STD-141 

L-S-300C 

MMM-A-181 C 

TT-C-1060A 

TTS-S-708A 
PPP-B-636H 

Description 

Steel sheets, carbon, zinc-coated. 

Colors. 

Primer Coating, exterior (undercoat for 
wood ready-mixed, white and tints). 

Paint, varnish. lacquer. and related 
materials. Method of inspection. sampling 
and testing. 
Sheeting and tape. reflective and nonreflec­
tive; nonexposed lens. adhesive backing. 

Adhesive. phenol resorcinol. Or malamine 
base. 
Coating, compound. reflective. 
Stain, oil: semi-transparent. wood, exterior. 

Boxes. shipping fiberboard. 

PPP-P291 E Paperboard, wrapping, and cushioning . 

6-61.20 MILITARY SPECIFICATIONS AND STANDARDS 
Standard or 
Specification 
MIL-43719 

and 
MIL-M-43719 

Description 

General Specifications for ad­
hesive, elastomeric, and pig-
mented marking materials and markers. 

6-61.30 MANUAL ON UNIFORM TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES (MUTCD). 
Includes (1) Standard Alphabets for Highway Signs, (2) Standard Highway Signs 
Book and. (3) Specifications for Standard Highway Sign Colors. 

Copies of the above MUTCD and the Standard Highway Signs Book are available 
from the Superintendent of Documents. U.S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington, D.C. 20403. The subsidiary documents (Standard Alphabets for 
Highway Signs and Specifications for Standard Highway Sign Colors) are available 
from the Federal Highway Administration, Office of Traffic Operations. Washington, 
D.C. 20590. 

6-61.40 OTHER 
Standard or 
Specification 

U.S.-PS-1-74 

Description 

U.S. Products Standard No. 1-74; for soft­
wood plywood, construction and industrial 

(Application for copies should be addressed 
to the Products Standards Section, Na­
tional Bureau of Standards. Washington. 
D.C.). 
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ASTM-STD-B-208 

APA Test STD 

FP-85 

LM-PB 

LM-IF 

CS 122-60 

CS 259-63 

American Society of Testing and Materials. 

(Application for copies should be addressed 
to the Executive Secretary, American 
Society for Testing and Materials, 1916 
Race St., Philadelphia, PA 19103) 

American Plywood Association Test Stan­
dard Preliminary Tests for Exterior 
Coatings. 

(Application for copies should be addressed 
to the Executive Secretary, American 
Plywood Association, 119 A St., Tacoma, 
Washington 98401. 

Standard Specifications for Construction of 
Roads and Bridges on Federal Highway Pro­
jects, Section 718. 

Copies of Section 718 are available from 
the Federal Highway Administration, Office 
of Traffic Operations, Washington. D.C. 
20590. 

Product Bulletin for Colors and Clears. 

Color Application Installation. 

U.S. Commercial Standards. 

U.S. Commercial Standards. 
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• 6-70 QUALITY CONTROL 

CONTENTS 

6-71 PLYWOOD 

6-71.10 PLYWOOD TESTS 

6· 71.11 Contamination Test 

6·71.12 Adhesion Test 

6-72 TEMPERATURE CALI BRA TION 

6·72.10 HEAT AND VACUUM APPLICATOR 

6·72.20 TEST PROCEDURE 

6-73 PAINT 

6-73.10 PAINT THICKNESS 

• 6·74 CERTIFICATION 

6-74.10 MATERIALS CERTIFICATION 

6'75 INSPECTION AND ACCEPTANCE 

6·75.10 SIGNS ORDERED FROM COMMERCIAL SOURCES 

6·76 GUARANTEE 

6-76.10 REFLECTORIZED SIGN 

6-76.20 ROUTED WOOD SIGNS 

• 
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6-70 QUALITY CONTROL 

6-71 PLYWOOD 

6-71.10 PL YWOOD TESTS. The Contractor shall furnish copies of the vendor's 
invoice for the plywood, including certification that the plywood meets the following 
test requirements. 

6-71. 11 Contamination Test. The plywood contamination test panels shall be 
cut three inches long and two inches wide. The panels shall be wiped with a tack 
rag to remove any dust or loose particles, and then the required reflective sheeting 
shall be applied to both faces of the panels. The test panels shall be conditioned for 
24 hours at room temperature (75 of), and then placed in a pressure vessel and held 
submerged in cold tap water. A vacuum of 24 inches of mercury shall be drawn and 
maintained for 45 minutes, followed immediately by the application of 40 to 50 psi 
of water pressure for 45 minutes. 

NOTE: Proper test procedures are assured if the panel does not float after the 
above treatment. 

Test panels shall then be removed from the pressure vessel and each placed in a 
glass container (400 ml beaker) containing approximately 50 ml of water. The 
beaker shall then be covered with a glass lid, such as a petri dish, and placed in an 
oven at 150 0 for 24 hours. At the end of the 24 hour interval, remove the panel 
from the oven, wipe the sheeting surface to remove any residue, and visually ex­
amine for deterioration. Any evidence of staining, discoloration, or other degradation 
of the applied sheeting shall constitute failure of the plywood to comply with the 
specification. 

6-71.12 Adhesion Test. Panels of the plywood selected for adhesion testing 
shall be cut approximately one foot square. The application surfaces of the panels 
shall be cleaned. The reflective sheeting or film shall be cut to the appropriate size 
for completely covering the prepared, dust-free plywood surface in accordance with 
the recommendations of the sheeting or film manufacturer. The panels shall be sub­
jected to accelerated conditioning in an oven for one hour at 150 OF, then cooled to 
room temperature. The sheeting Or film shall be struck with a test spatula, using 
short, sharp jabs. The adhesive bond shall resist removal other than in small pieces 
at the point of spatula impact. 

NOTE: Plywood (HDO) shall be certified for adhesion and shall be free of con-
tamination in compliance with PS-1-74 and the applicable American Plywood 
Association (APA) requirements. This certification is to ensure that the high density 
overlay is of a suitable quality for application of reflective sheeting and paint. 

6-72 TEMPERATURE CALIBRATION 

6-72.10 HEAT AND VACUUM APPLICATOR. Teletemp Temperature Recorders 
(temperature-measuring devices) shall consist of a graded series of three heat­
sensitive papers calibrated at 180 0

, 190 0
, and 200 OF to measure temperature ac­

curately by means of a change in color. Each paper shall show an irreversible color 
change from white to black at a specific temperature. Accuracy of color change 
shall be within two percent of indicated temperature. Stored indicators shall be kept 
clean. dry, and at less than 80 Q. Response time shall not exceed two seconds. See 
the following procedures and tables. 
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6-72.20 TEST PROCEDURE. 
1 . Allow the applicator temperature control to warm up at least Y, hour. 
2. Allow the heat and vacuum applicator to warm up by running at least two 

complete cycles. 
3. Peel teletemp temperature measuring device from tape backing. Place device 

on top of sign face, on an unscreened section of the material. 
4. Place the test sign face in the heat and vacuum applicator, near the center of 

the diaphragm and under the thermister. 
5. Place a slip sheet, glossy side down, over the sign face. Turn the vacuum on. 

Lower the diaphragm. Adjust sign face position so that the temperature 
measuring device is not on a diaphragm seam or under the thermister-patched 
area. 

6. Run a complete cycle. Remove the test sign face. Compare temperature 
measuring device readings to the following table. Make adjustments as in­
dicated. 

7. Remove the temperature measuring device from the sign face. Place the device 
on the calendar for the corresponding day. Place all devices used for test 
evaluations on the calendar. 

Temperature-Measuring 
Device Reading 

Action Required 
For Sheeting 

None blacked out 

__ -..,.._T_y,-,pe I __ ' __________ T-'-yc...:.,pe III 

Temperature is too low. Temperature is too low. 

80 of blacked out 

80 of, 190° blacked out 

80°,190°, and 200°F 
blacked out 

Increase temperature and Increase temperature and 
re-run test. re-run test. 

Temperature is too low, Temperature is in correct 
Increase temperature and range. 
re-run test. 

Temperature is too low. 
Increase temperature and 
re-run test. 

Temperature is within 
correct range. 

Temperature is too high. 
Decrease temperature 
and re-run test. 

Temperature is too high. 
Decrease temperature 
and re-run test. 

NOTE: For 5 by 12 foot applicator only, 
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6·73 PAINT 

6· 73.10 PAINT THICKNESS. Dry film thickness shall be tested periodically by 
use of a commercial film thickness tester. Such test results by the Contractor shall 
be furnished to the Contracting Officer (CO) upon request. 

6-74 CERTIFICATION 

6·74.10 MATERIALS CERTIFICATION. It is the responsibility of the sign Con· 
tractor to obtain materials certification from each manufacturer of substrates, 
adhesives, sheeting, and coatings, and to see that the material meets all re­
quirements as specified in this and related documents. 

The sign Contractor shall also provide certification that the finished product meets 
all of the requirements specified in this document and that all other certifications are 
on file and available to the CO on request. 

6·75 INSPECTION AND ACCEPTANCE 

6·75.10 SIGNS ORDERED FROM COMMERCIAL SOURCES. Inspection and ac-
ceptance shall be in accordance with the General Provisions, Standard Form 23A. 

6-76 GUARANTEE 

6·76.10 REFLECTORIZED SIGNS. The Contractor shall warrant the materials 
and workmanship of each sign in accordance with the maximum limits of material 
warranties extended by manufacturers of raw materials, subject to the conditions 
they specify, and the production specifications provided by the National Park Ser­
vice. In general, signs are expected to maintain a useful life span of at least five 
years. When sign failure occurs prior to five years and an inspection demonstrates 
that the failure is caused by materials warranted to Contractor to endure at least 
that long, the sign will be replaced or repaired free of materials charges. When 
failure occurS and inspection demonstrates that such failure is due to poor 
workmanship, the sign will be replaced or repaired at Contractor's expense, in· 
eluding shipping charges. 

6·76.20 ROUTED WOOD SIGNS. Contractor shall guarantee materials and 
workmanship of signs for two years from the date of the maker's mark. Contractor 
shall be liable for total replacement cost of signs including materials, fabrication 
costs and shipping, at the time of failure of original materials andlor workmanship. 
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6-81 

6-82 

6-82.10 

6-82.20 

6-82.30 

6-83 

6-83.10 

6·83.20 

6-83.30 

6-83.40 

6·80 MISCELLANEOUS APPURTENANCES 

DESCRIPTION 

MATERIALS 

CONTENTS 

BACKING STIFFENERS 

SIGN MOUNTING HARDWARE 

METAL TUBING 

SIGN SUPPORTS 

STEEL POST SELECTION 

TIMBER POST SELECTION 

TIMBER POST BREAKAWAY 

SIGN BRACING 
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6-80 MISCELLANEOUS APPURTENANCES 

6-81 DESCRIPTION_ This item shall consist of furnishing the specified hard-
ware materials as ordered on the sign requisitions. This work shall include the fur­
nishing of all materials, labor, tools, equipment, and supplies to construct; packag­
ing for shipping; obtaining car·rier; and shipping the signs via Government 8ill of 
Lading. 

6-82 MATERIALS 

6-82.10 BACKING STIFFENERS. Backing stiffeners, when specified, shall be 3" 
6061-TB aluminum lees, 2.33 Ibstft. {Fentron Highway Products, Seattle, 
Washingtonl or CO-approved equivalent, Unless otherwise specified, stiffeners will 
be provided on signs sized at 32" high and 48" wide or larger. Stiffeners shall be 
installed as shown. 
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PLYWOOD SIGN PANEL 
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ALUMINUM BACKING ZEE DETAIL 

6-82.20 SIGN MOUNTING HARDWARE. Vandal-resistant hardware shall be us-
ed where possible, This hardware shall be as manufactured by THE TUFNUT 
WORKS, 236 Montezuma Street, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501, (5051 983-2522, 
Or CO-approved equivalent. 

6-82.30 METAL TUBING (WEATHERING STEEL}. Hot rolled, flashing, welded 
mechanical steel tubing ASTMA 500, 
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E XAMPL E 
VANDLGARD·NUT-INSTALLATION AND REMOVAL 

INSTALLATION 

I ..... U. V.ndl.,...d,Nut 
with hllX htllkf Ih .. ,wj 

from coniel) nut. 

3 Threads 
Approl(, 

1. Install Vandlgard nut 
by tightening hex until 
it 'hean. 

2. Use nylon washers. 

A .... ilnbr. from: 

Vol-Shan, p.O. 90)( 512 
Cul ... ,r City, C,IIf, 90230 

0/0 C.tI.nt~ Cr.ft.men Int, 
0/0 'ell,nte, N, MIl<. BUi49 

ASSEM8t.Y 
COMPONENTS DESCRIPTION 

VeST" 8011-5116·18.6" AQI,I"Q h .... 

lieN '-45·50 Nvt-Stl6·18 Vlndto;.((j 

vCW 140 W.,h.r-5/16 •. 0 ~ 119 0.0. ~ 
,j1£o" \hrt'~ 

\Ie 141 Cl'>m~I.N HlrOw'" AUtrnblv 

REMOVAL 

Breakoff 
GrOove 

CC:mi¢Bl Nu~ 

1, Thread on second 
Vandlgard and twist off 
hex. Remon the remain­
ing coniaal nut. 

3. Squeeze both nutl 
firmly with vise'irips 
and remove both nuts 
together. 

2. Inuall this tonical 
nut in the: inverted 
position. 

4. Ori!)inal bolt is 
undamaged and ready 
for reUSe. 

MATERIAL FINISH It COl.OA 

CIOIS Stnl Ot fQ,u;1/. C".dmi",m pili' p" QQ.P"'$ ] 
TyJW II CI. 2 Or lint pl..l. p", QI,"e dr,b 
Q(H'·l2S T'11)t It Ct. t D.e"~(\""lt 

A.(I.Im\\'\\Jm tl!0y OQ·"'.39 Anll(j.u ptt M'L.·A~'2S Colbf. 
Gn!fn 

6(6 Nylon 6roWf'1 
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Neopr.na 
Nvl~W .. h ... 

Plywood SiQn 

EXAMPLE 
Sign Installation Hardware 

"Tufnut" (Pyramidal nuts) 
Anti·theft, Anti·vandal Fasteners 

,..--_ ...... _------- -----
-1 
.J-- -- - - - - - - - - - - ---

4)1.4PoJt 

Typical Installation Procedure 

Step 1: In'toll first Tulnut INo. 1) finger tight a. 'hown. 

Step 2: In.tall second Tulnut (No. 2\ finger tight a. shown. 

SttP 3: Insert wrench at junction to tightan (or loosen} as necessary. 

Step 4: Remove Tufnut No.2. then in$taUation ;$ complete. 

3/8" C.rrllgll Bolt 

Singl, Tutnut iI ditf~lt to '.movll*:tu" Qf its ship'. 

AlwIV. u .. (41 Tq1nu1l fot t:wQ..-pott lip install.,ton. 

Typical Tulnul 
Ifor 3/S" Carriage boltl 

Minimum Order~100 
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SIGN SUPPORTS 6-83 

6-83.10 STEEL POST SELECTION 

r 
• 

NOH; 
FU fllUtTlm SICII 
INSUUAlIONS. I 
AftD. UE TM( 
IIl1nlt$I~IIs. (If II 
mUN(lH (~­
tltl$)~' fI\~ lliE 
SJGIIS. 

~;$5FT MA . 

, 
, 
, 
, 
, 
L __ 

. ' ," 
" " " " 

4" max 

STEEL 
POST SELECTION 

HOTE: 
u,eH UilUtS SIUtWII "HE TilE !!!L. 
PERMITTED. uefPT fOR D, 

DESIGN EXAMPLE 
Gm,,: 15ft WIDE, 1ft IIIG" SI1).K; 1=15", ~~,'. 

o 

3FT WIDE SIiOl/lOU, WITH .OS"/rf S~OPE; 7=3', 
fROM UtE Of l'A'HMEltl TO ~ OF HUfnS! POST IS 
l~ fT: W=U', 
STD. 1III0llHTtHG HT. IN THIS USE IS 5 FT; V:::::; 5'. 
EMBANkMlHf SlOPE IS 6:1 (1';£IIY, DROp fOR 
~VER~ 6! flORll.) 

SOtUTIO": 1= 1/2 Itt. Of SICH(l) + MDUH'fIHC itT. ()) 4-
SHOULD[R WIDTH (1) I SHOULDER SLOPE + DIST. 
fllOM EDCE Of SIiOUlPER TO t OF 101fG[St POST 
(W-T +.6 n ~ [MSANKMENT SlOPE, 

l= Y/'l + v + {(SMOULDER SLOPE) + (18- T -1-.i J.) 
(EMBANKIIIENT SLOP£) 

l=./2 + 5 + Cll ,o5'ln) + (12-3 + .5 (IS:;) It G:l 

l:::..4 + S + .15+ U It &:1= 9.15 + J ':;:: 12,15 

e,l evl e,) = (IS) e,l (12.1S) = "" 

AHSwU!: FROM TABlE smCT POSTOl) HAYING (x)(v)(z) 
Of 1458 OR MORE! USf TWO $"14" POSTS. 

NO. 

..... ...... .. -..... 

I 

• 

~I 

f..'."']"'!" '+--~"" 

~on: 

l 1$ rilE HT. 110M 
UOUIID UHl10 Mill· 
In. 'In lill tltll 1,1 
lilt LONC£st 'OST. 

CA HGORY I, lA, 2, 3. 
Of POSTS I 2 
2N x 2"x.09S" 69 139 
4"12.5"1.125" 262 524 
6"x4"1.203" 1011 2054 

m(Y)m in 

--I 

I,U. 

3 0 
208 3' 
186 3' 
3081 3' 

fT' 

_J.t~+-.~H II .~5.x4l!j~I.. 
" ;\ , ;Ii 'II ::.. 

'" Ii: 'I' ,', " ,I, " " " II " 
I I , 

"I 
, 

I 
, 

I I , 
~ I 

.... """'1 ' I • 
~ ~ ::\~ 

....,<1111> 

I:::P . Q~IIII "r ' " IIII II1, , , , , .r; , 1 -, 

6-48 

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 
L 

EXAMPLE 

Sign faces are installed 
on any of four sides 

SPEED 
LIMIT 

50 

! , 

\ "-Wood Po 5t 

, I 

I rrJ I' 
, erossSe 
I 

gioo 

I 

\ 

-.~ 

;. ~~-' . 

" , . 
., I. 

Fracture 
~ Breakaw ay 
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EXAMPLE 

Sign faces are installed 
on any of four sides 

,..---,/ 
SPEED 
LIMIT 

50 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o Sign post is inserted and 
o I-boiled into place to desired 
~ height 
o 
o 
o 
o 

SPEED 
LIMIT 

50 

Holes I" o 
o.C. four Sides n 

o 
o 
o 

Pipe-

Bending Design Cross Section 
Breakway 

o 
Cross Section 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o Bending Design 

Breakaway o 
o 

" 
2" max 0 

-;;;;;;~;;;ico' ~ 
".',. r }""~"~','_' • ." ~ 

'~r- o' \ 
0' • 

.... ' 
~ _Anchor sleeve (one size larger 
o Ihan post) about 18" long. 
o is driven flush with anchor post 
o 
c 
o 
o 0__ .... 

---- .... Anchor post is driven into ground: 
one hole IS left exposed above ground 

Sign Support Systems 
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4" m ax) 

• 

EXAMPLE 

SPEED 
- Sign Post 

, 

LIMIT a 

50 --~\.eper Plate 

I 

-

':"LJL~ 
~ / ! Stub Post 

Elevation 

Plan View 

InClined Rectangular Slip Base 

Sign Post 
pipe. I beam ( 

or other struCtural 
shapes) 

Slip Base 

Plan View 

1--( may be rectangular 
or lriangular) I ..,..........-Sign Post 

I I 
r I 

I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
LJ 

I'"'" 

-Non·reinforced 
concrete footing 

a 
I 

'a f 

ElevatiOn 

Stub Post 

Triangular Slip Base 

SIQn Suppon Systems 
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EXAMPLE 

SPEED 1 

LIMIT I 

11
50 

'. A . 

L ..... _.J r---, 
I 
I 

Standard pipe for post: 
diameter depends on 
sign dimenSions and 
wind loads 

• 

Standard threaded 
pipe collar coupling 

Threaded Coupling Breakaway Feature 

i-

( 
~_--Coupling .... r 
I f<»'<;; 

I 
1< I ..--Non·reinforced 
I ~ concrete footing 

·1 I, 
LJ 

Sign Support Systoms 
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EXAMPLE 

SPEED 
LIMIT 

50 
~ 
1°' 
0, 
d 
d, 
0, 

0' 
0' , 
0' 

u-
-5t 

Channel 
eel Post , 

0' 
0' , 
01 I. 

I ., 
I I I., 
, I 

: r--F rang,ble 
Coupling • ti, 

'4/;' ,/" rU'1 I' '/1 
: °If/ 

0, 
01 
0' 
0' I 

1O, 

°1 
1°1 
~Ol 

~ 

... 

Frangible 
Coupling for 
U-Post 

i A/nl/I.. ~I ~II(\ 

~i f~ 
·1 I 

I I 
1 I 
I I 
U 

Sign SUPPOr1 Systems 
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EXAMPLES 

Note: This device is used for signs with two or more posts. 

~ I, Friction 
Plate 

Hinge 
Plate 

Car Passes 
Vehicle Under 
Impact 

..;;.. ~ 
8r .. k,w.y Action-Horizont.1 Slip au. 

Note: For use With Single Post Sign Systems 

Car Passes 
Unoer 

Upward Force 
Imported -...... 

Inclined Slip 
Base Actives 

~ p ,J;1,.. 

r 
II b Vehicle ,.tt. Impact 

Breakaway Ac1ion-lnelintd Slip Sase 

6-54 

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

() 

() 

() 

EXAMPLE 

l.oad 
ConCentration 

--Coupler 

" 

lo.d Conc.ntration Coupl.r 
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6-83.20 TIMBER POST SELECTION 

• 

Kon: 
fOI _UlllPlf SICM 
INSTALLUIONS, X 
UII V AIlE Till 
DIIIUIISIONS If • 
~~CUH'U {M­
ClOSINC AU THE 
SteMS. 

TIMBER 

" '" : : S! 
" " 

, 
_ c __ '---"'~ _. _. J 

POST SELECTION 
HOTE: 
VUUU SHOWN AI[ THE.w: 'ERMITTU, 
IF fHE QUANTITY (X)(Y)JJl?,}XCfEOS 
THE TABLE LIMITS FOR "r6" POST, US[ 
STm POST INSTALLATION, 

DESIGN EXAMPLE 

CIVEII: 2 SIGNS-ONE HT WIDE, 4fT HIOH: TII[ DTHEII 11 INCHES 
WID£, 2 fT HIGH AND MOUNTED .3 INCHES BElOW THE fiRST 
SIGN. X=3' y= ,.( + O!,..3;1 + 2':;:;;; &!..3" elf 6.25', 
STD. M(JUNTlHC,HT. IN TillS ells1 lS SfT; '/=1;5', 
3FT WIOE SHOULDER. WITH .OS:lFr SLOPE: T::=3~ 
nOM EDGE or PAV[MENT TO t OF NUREST POST IS 
12FT. W::::12'; EMBANKMENT SLOPE IS 1i:1. 

SOLUTlOIi: 1=1/2 liT. OF SIGH (Y) .... MOUNTING liT, (V) ... 
SHOUlIU WIDTH m 1 SHOULDER SLOPE"'" DIST. FROM 
IDCE OF SHOULDn TO I Dr POST (w-n 1 
£MUHiIIMENJ SLOPE. 

z= Y/2 ... Y + T(SHOUlOER StOpO + (W-T) 
(EMBANKMENT SLOPE) 

Z=6,ZS!2 ... S + (3 I ,OS In) ... (12-3) .t 8:1 

1=8.1 +JS 4- 1.5;::;9,75 

(x) C,) Cz) = (,) ('.z)(..,,) = 111.4 

ANSWER: fROM USU SHECT POST KAVINC OO(v)Cz) 
Of U1.4 OR MORE, USE ONE 6"'x 611 PO$T. 

;; 

,'I) • 

.... ...... 
'" -... ", 
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X::::::'HT Milt. 10 12fT Mn. 

~ 

~ 

_____ c _ 

, 
0," 0." o.n 

I 
l-

I 
NOH: 

I 1$ Ut liT. flOM 
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6-83.30 TIMBER POST BREAKAWAY 

SAW CUT NOTCH FULL 
WIDTH OF POST, OMIT 
NOTCH FOR SINGLE 
POST INSTALLATION 

, 
13/~ NOTCH DEPTH-...... 

NOTE' 
ONLY- FOR alx a" POSTS. 
HOLES a NOTCH ARE 
NOT REQUIRED FOR 
411X 4 11 a 4 11 x a" POSTS .. 

SIGN FACE 

BOTTOM OF SIGN 

"'U-"- FI-NISH GROUND 
LINE 

·'II'bJ ....... 

TIMBER POST DETAil WITH 
BREAKAWAY 
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6-83.40 SIGN BRACING 

SECTION C-C 

MAX, WIDTH, RECtANGULAR I 
SIGN~54ii 

IS"OR MORE IN OEP?H 
WOOD BLOCK 
I"X4~XO'~6" FOR 2.4"-36" WIDTH SIGNS 
1
'
/2' X4·X O'~6" FOR 37~-54" WIDTH SIGNS 

NO aLaCK ON sIGNS LESS tHAN 18" I 
DEPTH SEE NOTE 2.

7 
~ SIGN PANEL--

l....ll 
~ 
SECTION 0-0 

ATTACH SIGN TO POST 
WITH 80,T$ AT TOP 
CENTER AND BOTTOM 

NAIL BLOCK TO POST 
AT MID-DEPTH OF SIGN 

BALANCED END VI EW BALANCED 

2'-11" 

STRIP IX~. 

'loB' 0 HOLE FUR '16 HEX HD. BOLT 
WITH FLAT WASHERS. FIBER WASHER 
NUT AND JAM NUT. 

1/2'L 

If!¥I= ===~6::====::Ef. 
--I L",,, ELEVATION "~'X ''',i' SLOT FOR 

16 'l4 I HEX. HO. BOLT WITH 

~ 

BACK BRACE DETAILS 
I SE:E NOTE 2) 

FLAT WASHERS,FlBER WASHERS 
LOCK WASHER AND NUT. 

!. PLACE LONG DIMENSION OF POST CROSS SECTION 
NORMAL TO SIGN AXIS. 

2. 

WIDTH 

3. BALANCED SINGLE POST INSTALLATIONS OF LAMINATED 
PANEL AND fRAMeD SINGLE SH~ET PANEL SIGNS 
REQUIRE BACK BRACES WHEN 34 OR MORE IN WIDtH. 

USE OF WOOD BLOCK AND BACK 
BRACES FOR ADDED STIFFNESS ON 
METAL OR WOODEN BACKED SIGNS 
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CHAPTER 7: PROCUREMENT OF SIGNS AND RELATED MATERIALS 

The sign procurement process requires the coordinated effort of the National Park 
Service INPS) and the sign manufacturer. The Park shall be the originating office in 
the procurement process. The Regional Sign Coordinator shall be responsible for 
coordinating the entire process. The process is completed with the final inspection 
of the finished product at the originating office. The Park shall prepare the original 
and necessary number of copies required by the Regional office. The Regional office 
will forward the original and two copies to UNICOR. If quotation is requested, 
UNICOR will return one copy. 

By law, the National Park Service is required to order signs from UNICOR IFederal 
Prison Industries). All sign orders shall be processed through their offices at: 

UNICOR, Data/Graphics Division 
320 First Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20534 

The Memorandum of Agreement between the National Park Service and UNICOR 
outlines specific details of what is expected of each agency in an effort to enhance 
a better working relationship and expedite the procurement processes. 

All sign orders must be machine-lettered, typewritten, or hand-printed, clearly 
distinguishing between upper and lower case letters, and be precise according to 
text, layout, and material or fabrication details. 

In certain instances a waiver will be issued by UNICOR on an order which they can­
not fill due to time constraints or deficiencies in supplies. Orders may, in these situa­
tions, be filled by private suppliers through the normal procurement process using 
the specificati,;ms in this Manual. The Regional Sign Coordinator's approval is still re­
quired before these orders may be processed. 

Three tables are presented here to explain the sign procurement process, the forms 
to be used, and to provide an overview of the materials available. The SIGN PRO­
CUREMENT PROCESS, Table 7- 1, outlines the steps required of the Park and 
Regional office from preparation of the initial requisition to the eventual inspection 
of the finished sign product in the park upon delivery. The SIGN REQUISITION 
FORM USAGE, Table 7-2, explains what forms are to be used by the Park in requisi­
tioning signs. The DESCRIPTION OF SIGN MATERIALS, Table 7-3, lists the various 
sign materials which can be selected, including a brief list of advantages and disad­
vantages for each; relative cost; and types of maintenance required. 

Seven standard forms are provided for Park use in requisitioning signs. All 
references to the 10-84 series forms apply to the January 1984 revisions of these 
forms. The following is a brief description of each form. 

Letters, paint, and sheeting may be obtained through UNICOR using Form DI-1 . 
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SIGN REQUISITION FORMS 

Form 01-1, United States Department of the Interior Requisition 

This form shall accompany all requisitions. This form shall also be used when order­
ing miscellaneous signing materials such as replacement letters, NPS emblems, 
sheeting, sign hardware, etc. 

Standard Form 147, Order for Supplies and Services 

This form shall be used in preparing a purchase order to UNICOR for signs and 
related sign materials. Requisition forms 110-84, 1 0-84a, etc.) explaining the 
specifics of the order shall be attached to this form as necessary. 

Samples of the requisition forms and Standard Form 147, and examples of these 
forms completely filled out are included on the following pages. 

Form 10-84, Sign Requisition 

This form accompanies all sign requisitions from a Park and must be signed by the 
requisitioner and the superintendent prior to submittal to the Regional Sign Coor­
dinator. The Regional Sign Coordinator must sign the form prior to any sign requisi­
tion being sent to UNICOR. UNICOR will not process any orders that do not contain 
the Regional Sign Coordinator's signature. Space is provided on the form for addi­
tional special instructions to UNICOR from either the Park Or the Regional Sign Coor­
dinator. Should the Regional Sign Coordinator reject the order, there is space to ex­
plain why and what corrections must be made. Additional space is provided for use 
by UNICOR. 

Form 10-84a, Guide Sign Requisition 
This form shall be used for requisitioning guide signs (informational and directional), 
in categories 1, 1 A, 2, and 3. It should be noted that all guide signs shall be 
manufactured using die-cut NPS Modified Clarendon letters. A separate form must 
be filled out for each different sign requested. 

Form 10-84b, Pedestrian Sign Requisition 

This form shall be used for requisitioning pedestrian guide signs, categories 4, 5, 
5A, and Other. This includes signs that may require Engineering Standard letters or 
routed letters. A separate form is required for each different sign requested. 

Form 10-84c, Recreational Symbol Requisition 

This form shall be used for requisitioning Federal recreational symbols. One form 
shall be used for each symbol type ordered. When symbols are to be attached to 
another sign panel, the required number of form 1 0-84c's shall be attached to form 
1 0-84a or b, whichever is appropriate. 

Form 10-84d, Standard Traffic Control Signs Requisition 

This form shall be used for requisitioning all standard traffic control signs as 
specified in the MUTCD or the Standard H',ghway Signs Book. 

Form 10-84e, or 1 0-84f Custom Traffic Control Signs Requisition 

This form shall be used for requisitioning all custom traffic control signs that are 
needed for enforcement, warning, or construction zone Signing. 
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NOTE 

The following pages 
include sign requisition 
forms and examples 
of how they should be 
completed for submission. 
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Form 01·1 
(Rev. April 1985) UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

REQUISITION 

To Bureau/Office 

Appropriation/Allotment No. Charge shipping costs to 

Vendor Deliver to 

ITEM OR 
FORM NO, iletRII"11ON OUAtmn' 

To ee Completed by Fiscal Authority Only 

FUND CERTIFICATION: Funds 10 the amounts shown are available 
and chargeable to the coM authOrities shown above. 

Signature I Date APProved by (Signature) 

Title Title 

Requisitioned by (Signature) I Date Bureau Officer (Signature) 

Title Tille 

Pago __ 01 __ 

Requisition No, 

Date 

"'" "'" "'~. 
AMOUNT 

Date 

Date 

Prepare m sU"Igle space typing. Use double space between Items. F III out lOp of reqwsltton completely, shOWing complete shiPPing InstructlOf"lS 
and appropriation if different from that to which requisition is chargeable, 
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Form 01·' 
(Rev, April 1985) 

., 

To 

UNITEO STATES 
OEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

REQUISITION 

Bureau/Office 

Pago __ 01 __ 

8 
~equjsjtion No. 

~I!B 
Date 

Pro C /Are me.l'l.t NP5-SwRo-OM 1//;&./3'1 
Appropriation/Allatmenl No. Charge shipping costs to 

Px ., lao 3 ~ f) .a !iii Sa M e. 
vendor.I'/J I ~ Deliver to S Ll p-e '(' ,~i elf J e ~ of; N/~D • ' •• 

C)fI .. tA.j ,... rio. .OS 0 III, Sit/&< Bllllli .. I , e. r NIl1;' I AI./r" M. Wa sllj"ILrell, O. t.:lD S3a1 
1t'1II0111 • "'" FORM 141). DESCRtPTlO~ OU""'" """ "" .. ..... OUNT , h'Ps Cc<.J". Slq", 4S (:In 0. HuAtl I ,u. /I. 92."" ;'''~ • .:il 

form 11)- ,IU P4/fe 3 

J NPS j)" J e.s·tr'~A SI,II IlS />e. r 3 .u.. S'1.95 173. , 
atia ... lld for,.1 10· III B PAtf'" 

3.1/.0 .3 t?&c.reot'~II,,1 sYll11ul &S p,r II .ca. ,. DO 

a.tl-o.e.hd .form ID- 114e (1"1&1 ? 

JJ shAJ. ft II I'" w"t. j,..f.f, ~ Slr~ .:11 Io.s. 9(,). 

AS pH I.Ithe~~.I. ~orlH,,-'1/ PI, (, 
.6 t! 1I.5+'/H HI(,+will "'~Afh~ s'i'" IlS 3 ...... (,0. 01> I SO· 

P .... t.\fhc. ! ~.I'IM 10-il/l1 110)1/. 7 
{, C.,,51-,M ",jlollllc Tr.ff'~ '515/\'U 1 A4. ,11. '0 .:I.U. 

p"-,, Il."ttuh.l. HM 10-11/ F P'1c 11 
11,,'1. , 

To Be Completed by Fiscal Authority Only 

FUND CERTIFICATION: Funds in the amounts shOwn are available 
and chargeable to the cost authorities shown above. 

Signature I Date Approved by ($lgn<Jtl,Jrtt) Date 

Tille Title < . J •. .;:r-;" 
Requisitioned by (Signature) loa .. Bureau Offielr (Signature) Date' 

T;lIo/( ... -r L • ~ . Till.R.~· I ~ ('. ~ .I.' ~ 
Prepare in single space typing. Use double space betweer'l Items, Fill 0\,11 top of req'.sition completel • s~owjn com lete st'lipptn instructions 
and appropriation if differenllrom that to which requisition is chargeable. 

y 9 9 P 
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NSN 7540.00·a34.~10$ PREviOUS EDliiON USABLE 

MARK ALL PACKAGES AND PAPERS WITH CONTRACT AND/OR ORDER NUMBERS 

4, ISSUING OFFICE 

5. ACCOUNTING AND APPROPRIATION OATA 

6, SHIP TO (Consignaa lind Address, ZIP Code) 

7, TO: CONTRACTOR (Nama, Addross, ZIP Coos) 

9. REQUISITION .... 

11, F,O.a. POINT 12, GOVERNMENT B/l NO. 

15 SCHEDULE 

Item No. Supplies or Services 
I,) 101 

16. CLASSIFICATION: D SMALL aUSINESS D OTHER THAN 
. SMAL,L BUSINESS 

SEE 17. SHIPPING POINT 'e. GROSS SHIPPING WEIGHT 
BILLING 

INSTAUC 
TIONS ON 
REVERSE 20. MAIL INVOICE TO Unc::ll,lde ZIP Coda) 

_. 
21. UNitED STATES OF AMERICA 

'" BY (Signature) 

ORDER FOR SUPPLIES OR SERVICES 147·108 

7-6 

VIA 

8. TYPE OF ORDER 
(al PurchStlf1 Reference your _______ _ 

Please furnish the following on the terMS specified on both 
sides of this order and on the attached sheets, if any, 
including delivery as indicated. This purchase Is negotiated 
under al,ltho'~t..,. ofl __________ ...:. __ 

o (b) Delivery Except for billing instructions on the 
reverse, this delivery order is subject to instructions 
contained on this side only of this form and is issued sub· 
ject to tM terms and conditions of the above-numbered 
contract, 

10. REQUISITION NO./PURCHASE AUTHORITY 

13. DELIVERY TO F.O,B. 14, DISCOUNT TERMS 
POINT ON OR BEFORE 

·See revetse for rejections 

Quantity U!'1it Unit Price AmQum ~uantlty 
Ordered 101 ,,, III Accepted ,,, 

~I_.'_-

D MINORITY BUSINESS 15. (h~ Total 
ENTERPRISE from .. cantin· 

19. INVOICE NO. untion 
png(js 

15. (i) .. GRANO 
TOTAL, 

22. NAME (Typed) 

TITLE: CONTAACTING/ORDERINC. OFFICER 

STANDARD FORM 147 (REV,2·77) 

• 

• 

• 
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NSN 7540-00·634-4105 PREVIOUS EDITION USABLE 

MARK ALL PACKAGES AND PAPERS WITH CONTRACT AND/OR ORDER NUMBERS 

1 . DATE OF ORDER r 17. ft!IM 
2, CONTRACT NO. (if any) 

PPI 
3. ORDER NO. PAGJil,' OF 

PX 7/~O l!I OO!lS 0 '-=--_._- ._.-... -

5. ACCOUNTING AND APPROPRIATION DATA 

O<t:J70-laoC)-454 

6.~TO'CO",i9"f.,"d~"".~C& do Ii Nat'! M 7- ~111'1a.)l 6t:Irr::Jt>. It»-periI'! tJl'I on J n e. tf!,r ~n/,4"'1!f!.1'1 
/..t::itI A/aWl05, iVl!f!.W MeKicc 1!!;75# ~r plcJ<-up 

7. TO: CONTRACTOR (Nsme. Addrllss. ZIP Code) 

UN/~ 
f;ll:ltif CJntlP.!1IOS Olv/:st'on 
~u::> Fil"5T ~ N.W. 
WafShin:Jron) O. • 

9. REQUISITION 
OFFICE 

11. F.O.B. POINT 

Itorn No. 

", 

iii' 

-

:20534-

/Yfa/nren Q.11e:e. 

\;1' 
I 12. GOVERN~NT B/l NO. 

Supplies or Services 
101 

15. SCHEDUI..E 

/ I ~~ul<>,e ~ ~ t:tr/t.tch:td , IO-1!J4 Jt 
I 

Z NI'tS RIti-rHa.... 5!t; .... f"U" 
~,e.,.",. 10' J!!j ~ 4-

.ill R~ 6!:f'"brN DIfI pM"' 
I ad';*, - "" IO-S+C f"'~G 

4- t!Ithl",J".,.,,/ M9!:::r~ffic. t;;/~S " as per «tm ID-t!Jf''l) ",. 

5 Cuts*-' J.llgh~ 'Till!&' ~ a5 f""4'" alia,,,*, ..., /().~£ '7' 7 

.. Cu-*-, J.li!Jh"'A~ 7'l'1tfiibS~ tit 
,..,. at/a",*, ,&7tt K>-[HF?~ 

16. CLASSIF)CATlON: ~ SMAll BUSINESS o OTHER THAN 
SMALL BUSINESS 

SEE , 1. SHIPPING POINT 18. GROSS SHIPPING WeiGHT 
BILLING 

INSTRUC 
TION'S ON 

8. TYPE OF ORDER 'I~1l;,f't (al Purchase Referoflce your 

Please furnish the following on the terms specified on both 
sides of this order and on the attaehed sheets. if any, 
including delivery as indicated. This purchase is negotiated 

und4-.
8uthU'S 01 6 3 I c2'2C 

0 (b) Delivery Except for billing instructions on the 
rSVIlrse, lhi$ delivory order is .subject to instructions 
cont;)ined on this side only of this form omd is i$sued sub· 
ject to thp. terms an(l (:onditions of the .. bove·numbered 
contract 

10.paUlj4.N NQ./PURCHASE AUTHORITY 
Y -017 

13. DELIVERY TO F.D.B' .. 114. D~O~T TERMS 
POIN!;!lI!l OJl::il~ tf!, ....... _-;:-- ..... ; .. .. -

See reverse fo! relectlons 

Qu;)ntity Unit unit Price Amount 
It I 

ual'ltity 
Ac(:epted 

<,I 
Ordered (df (e) 

", 
I "" :/ft.'.I!t .I.~.2If 

3 eQ (>7.,,*, . 17& •• 

i 
4- ttl 6.00 ..,. ... 0 

26 L.5. "'Z.2<:> 

• '*" 6O.QQ 16/J."" 

It. ec 117.11k> 2!15.e. 

o MINORITY BUSINESS 15. (hI Tot;)1 
ENTERPRISE from 

<III 
contin-

19. INVOICE NO. uation 
pagel> 

REVERSE 20. MAIL INVOICE TO (include ZIP Coda) 6:0"", <l15 ..... " I"iJ "" •• I4-
15. h! 

<III 
GRAND 
TOTAL 

21. UNITED STAlES OF AMERICA ... ~&~ f;laAME~P~ BY !Signature) )t • "n::;" 50S- "72. -5&1&1 
TlTl.E; CONTRACTING! OADERIN(; OFFICER 

ORDER FOA SUPPLIES OR SERVICES STAN:;)AFlD FORM 147 (REV.2·771 
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FORM 10-84 
REVISED JAN 1984 

DUNICOR 
Data/Graphics: Division 
320 First Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20534 

o OTHER· SPECIFY 

REMARKS 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

SIGN REQUISITION PAGE 

PARK OR OFFICE 

DELIVER TO 

REQUISITIONED BY PARK SIGN COORDINATOR I '''''''OVEO BY SOPERINTENOENT 

SIGNArURf! OATE i SIG~ATURE 
REGIONAL SIGN COORDINATOR USE .,.-- .--~" 

REMARKS 

APPROVED BY ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NO. 

SIGNATURE 

0 SIGN ORDER REJECTED BY REGIONAL SIGN COORDINATOR 

EXPLANATION SIGNATURE 

UNICOR USE 

I JOB NUMBER QUOTATION NO. 
I , 

REMARKS 

a: 
0 
u 
Z 
::> 

"-~---- . 
SIGNATURE TITLE 

7-8 

OF PAGES 
TOTAL NUMBER OF SIGNS • PURCHASE ORDER NO. 

A.CCOUNT NO. 

COST ESTIMATE 

----Q~UOTATION WANTeo'-

DYES DNo 

DATE 

• 
DATE 

PHONE NO. 

DATE 

ESTIMATED DELIVERY DATE 

DATE 

• I 

.. 
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• 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

FORM 10-84 
REVISED JAN 1984 SIGN REQUISITION PAGE 2 OF 8 PAGES 

gj.UNICOR 
Datal Graphics Division 
320 First Street, N,W. 
Washington, D.C. 20534 

D OTHER· SPECIFY 

REQUISITIONED BY PARK SIGN COORDINATOR 

PARK OR OFFICE 

/3::m4slil!r Na! '/ /'1C»1ume.nf 

~ 1l!.hlfJ4. 
REGIONAL SIGN COORDINATOR USE 

I EXPLANAT10N SIGNATURE 

.'NICOR USE 

I J08 NUM8ER aUOTATION NO. 

REMARKS 

TITLE 

7-9 

TOTAL NU4l OF SIGIIIS 

PURCHASE ORDER NO_ 

p)( 1/':lO $ P02:l 
ACCOUNT NO, 

~7t>-I"OO • 454-

OUOTATION WANTED 

YES 

DATE 

ESTIMATED DELIVERY DATE 

DATE 



l~ 

~~~~E'o°j~~\ 984 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

I ,~GTY6~E ~,~~,R~,I?~I~I!2~. PAGE 
TIONI 

OF 

PURCHASE ORDER NO I UNICOR J08 NO I aUAN , • NO la'''ONAl! 

:~~'~;:':;'G~" CON", PHONE NO. 

USAGE CATEGORY/POSTED SPEED LIMIT/LETTER SIZE RECREATIONAL SYMBOLIsl 

o OVERSIZE 112" UC . 8" LCI o 1 Or 1 A 50 . 55 MPH 19" UC . 6" lei o 2 35·45 MPH 16" UC 4" lCI 

RS RS RS 

03 0·30 MPH 13.75" UC . 2.5" LCI 
FORM I 

BACKING PANEL ALUMINUM ZEE {REQUIRED FOR ALL ILOCA' ION OAT A 

o .135" FRP PANEL BACKING STIFFENERS 32" x 48" OR LARGER) AREA: 

0.080 ALUMINUM DYES UNIT: 

o l\" HOO EXT APA ONO SIGN NO. 

SIGN EXAMPLE 
VVIDTH 

16" INCREMENTSI 

II 

iii 
f-
Z 
I.U 

::!: 
I.U 
0:: 
U 
;:; 

r- N 
:r: -

" iii :r: 

V 

RS 

--

ESTIMATED PER SIGN COST 

-

• SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS ITeM Q" UNIT COST COST 

sou ARE rOOTAGE 

EMBLEM 

mBAR 

ARROWS 

LETTERS 

SET UP 

TOTAL 

UNICOR USE· COST NPS USE ESTIMATED COST 

EACH TOTAL EACH TOTAL • BY DATE BY DATE 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

FORM,10·S4A GUIDE SIGN REOUISITON PAGEL OF jLPAGES REVISED JAN 1984 IDESTINATION. DISTANCE, INFORMATION I 
PURCHASE ORD€f! NO UNICOR JOB NO QUANTITY INVENTORY NO IOPTIONAL! 

p)( 7/20 ) Ot12.~ / 
FOA A.SSIST ANC~ CON I AC T 

PHONE NO ., S& - , '" 8 REGIONAL SIGN COOROINATOR 

USAGE CATEGORY/POSTED SPEED LIMIT/LETTER SIZE RECREATIONAL SYMBOLIsl 

D OVERSIZE 112" UC . 8" LCI 

LJLJCJCJ D 1 or 1 A 50 . 55 MPH 19" UC . 6" LCI 
Iii 2 35·45 MPH (6" UC . 4" Lei 
03 0 30 MPH (3.75" UC· 2.5" LCI 

ATTACH FORM l084C FOR EACH SYMBOL REQUIRE"D 
BACKING PANEL ALUMINUM ZEE IREQUIRED FOR ALL LOCA TION OAT A 

o .135" FRP PANEL BACKING STIFFENERS 32" , 48" OR lARGERl AREA 11t:lllthht:d: AI NIIN. 

0080 ALUMINUM ~ YES UNIT /4q« 6/t,t/l1ft« 

~ y." HDO EXT APA DNO SIGN NO. 000 ~'7 

SIGN EXAMPLE 
WIDTH 84-' 

4 ... [ ?>1o.1 
(6" IICREMENTSI 

1".1 l , [ :2/ l 4." 

1 4./ { 
3.75 F.N TERJNC-i Vi ,... 
4-z 

~ 
w 
:2 E>(1YlliA' i e Y"". 

-----',... 

~ 
w (, ~ L. c: 
u 

4-z 

NaTionnl 
27 

,... N , 
V ..:-'1S J; - -<!) 

iii 4-J; 

" MOVlllmeVlT 
+.( 6.6 

ESTIMATED PER SIGN COST 

• SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS ITEM QTY UNIT COST COST 

I. AHac:h '.2./")( ~7" NP:5 Emblt!!J'n dt!!C4( 
SOUAi'!E FOOTAGE '2¥' • .f 'f¥..l.tJ 102. .91> 
EMBLEM I nio l(.I~re !:!>h e;>(.LJ17 • Z£E BAA /¥ 1Fa 99. II'" 

2. 7hi:5 IS '" ~~ 17::f:/"'r,'ng M ARROWS 

6." and 8.7 "Ie . 
LErTERS '- " 2.5 If. 31'.2.) 
vr'/t~r ~ ;:11' 'ilfv 
J'erv4 11'./ " 

SEr UP 

TOTAL 192.t., 
UNICOR USE . COST NPS USE· ESTIMATED COST 

TOTAL t :t..'l2.. z.. f EACH TOTAL EACH ( 2'12:·:a. 
BY DATE BY c/~ DATE~!'Y 

7·11 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

FORM·10848 PEDESTRIAN SIGN REQUISITION PAGE OF PAGES 
REVISED JAN 1982 

PURCHASf OAOER ~~o ! UN/COR Joe NO QUANilTY !,'NVENTO(1Y,,"'O, (OPTIONAt.I 

FOR ASSISTANCE CONTACT 
REGIONAL SIGN COORDINATOR' PHONE NO 

0' 225" UC 1,5" LC CLARENDON 0 10" UC ENGINEERING STANDARD RECREATIONAL SYMBOLS lOGA TJON DA i A 
IDlE cur OR ROUTED) IROUTED) 

(::J~r:JCJ 0' 1,$" ue 1,0" lG CLARENDON 0 %" ue ENGINEERING STANDARD AREA: 

(DIE CUT OR ROUTEOI IAOlJTEDl 
UNIT: o 5A 1,0" we _67" lC CLARENDON 0 ", ' we IiNGINEERING STANDARD 

(ROUTEDI (ROUTED) ~~M6~~ R'Eo.'U'R~D F R SIGN NO-

BACKING PANEl BACKGROUND FINISH LETtER SYTLE ,SIZE LETTER FIIIIISH 

[J _oeo" ALUMINUM o REFLECTIVE BROWN CLARENDON DIE CUT 0 REFLECTIVE WHITE 
leAT,4,5) o %" HOD EXT A~A _D OTHER ·SPECIFY BELOW 0 OTHER "SPECiFY BELOW n .135"FRP 

0 ANODIZED BROWN FACE PAiNf 0 BAOYVN o OTHER 

0 250" ALUMINUM ENGINEERING STANDARD 

PLAn 0 PLAIN ALIJMINUM FACE (ROUTED) o WHITE 'SPECIFY 
BELOW o CLARENOON RounD 

0 0/." HOD EXT APA PAINTED J;:ACE 'SPECIFY o £NGINE!;RlNG STD. ROUTED BElOW 

0 WOOD 0 STAIN 0 OTHER o CLARENDON ROUTED o STAIN o OTHER 

'SPECIFY 0 NATUAAl W!SfAlHl 'SPEC(FV' o NATURAL W' SEALER 'SPECIFY 
BELOW S(LOW o ENGINEERING STD ROUTED SHOW 

0 PAINT o PAIf'H 

SIGN EXAMPLE It WIDTH ,i 

r 6'" INCREMENTS (FOR CLARFNOON LETTERS ONl VI "I 
'i' 

~ 

" z , 
£ 

\' u 
0 • 
~ " 

V 

NOTE: BORDER OPTIONAL FOR ROUTED SIGNS 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS ESTIMATED PER SIGN COST 
IjEM aTY UNIT COST COST 

SOUARE FOOT AGE 

EMBLEM 

ARROWS 

LETTERS 

~--- '--' ..... _- "'_ ... "---

_ .... __ ..... 
SET UP 

TOTAL 

UNICOR USE· COST NPS USE· ESTIMATED COST 

EACH TOTAL EACH TOTAL -
BY_. __ .. _ .. _ 

"'- ."-- DATE BY DATE 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

FORM·10848 PEDESTRIAN SIGN REQUISITION PAGE ¥ OF ¥ PAGES 
REVISED JAN 1982 

PURCHASE OR01:A NO. I UMCOA JOB NO_ QUANTITY .3 I INVENTORY NO. 10PTIONAl) 

PX7/20 '3 O"z.~ 
FOR ASSISTANCE CONTACT cAL .. t& 6q//4wp y f8B- C3~S 
REGIONAL SIGN COORDINATOR PHONE NO. 

~4 2.25" UC '1,5" lC ClAAENOON D 1.0" UC ENGINEERING STANDARD RECREATIONAL SYMSOL5 LDCA TlOr.; DA T~ - If (DIE CUT OR AOUTEDl iADUTEDI 

L::J lo:~ ,t: ,1j RS I AREA'i- ~<-~ D' 1.5" UC '_0" LC CLARENDON D %" UC ENGINEERING STANDARD 
IDlE C<JT OR ROVTEOI IRQUTEm 

"NOT : .. tlJ3;.rf: 4: o SA LO'> UC .67" Le CLARENDON D 1'," uc ENG1NEERING STANDARD OO{l:7z. ,ROUTEDI 'ROUTED) SYMBOL REQUIRED SIGN NO 

BACKING PANEL BACKGROUND FINISH LE":"TEA SYTLE / SIZE LETTER FINISH 

o _080" ALUM1~\JN\ 8T REflECTIVE BROWN CLARENDON DIE CUT 0 REflECTIVE WHITE 
leAl. 4,5, 

D W' HOC EX,. AI;'A [] D OTHER ·SPECIFY BELOW OTHER "SPECIFY BElOW 

~ .135" FRP 
D ANOD1ZEO BROWN FACE PAINT 0 BROWN o OTHER 

D 2500> ALUMINUM ENGINEERING STANDARD 

PLATE D PLAII'I/ AlUMINUM FACE IROUTEDI o WHITE SPECifY 
BELOW 

D CLARENOON ROUTED 

D *- .. HOC EXT APA PAlNTED FACE • SPECIFY 

D ENGINEERING STD. AOUTED I3EI..OW 

D WOOD D STAIN 0 OTHER [] CLARENDON ROUTED o STAIN D OT'"IER 

~SPECIFY D NATURAL W, SEAleR ·SPEC'FY o :\IATURA,"- W SEAlE~ . 
SPiCIry 

BELOW BELOW BELOW 

D PAINT D ENGlNEERING STD ROUTED o PAtNT 

SIGN EXAMPLE I WIDTH 18" I 

l 
S .. INCREMENTS (FOR CLARENOON Ul"TE:!tS ONLY) L /.., 14.2 1.'1 

1 i 1 

~ 
! 

~ 
£75 

<$ u± Vi . 
r ( z e 1.5 

I 

=:. pe y-~onnel ~ 1.5 
~ " z 

~ 
~ . 1 

" 
.., 

O~I¥ 
I ~ 

" 1.5 '" '" r 

1.75 

NOTE: BORDER OPTIONAL FOR ROUTED SIGNS 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS ESTIMATED PER SIGN COST 
ITEM OTY Ut<:tT COST COST 

/. Attach rell~c..fi"e. f.:,e)n::Ier a.~,... SQUARE FOOT AGE Izr 'o'.z iJ f'-z.f 

NP:5 s~ "'ta"ual ~fiGan' s. EMBLeM 

ARROWS 

LETTERS 

I.>~/¢''''J Z$ .f" 2.(1711 

r"tfv; '2,. 

SET UP 

TOTAL ~? ~, 

UNICOR USE· COST NPS USE· ESTIMATED COST 

EACH TOTAL EACH ' 5"?9,'- TOTAL 

BY DATE BY c/6 DATE 
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FORM 1 Q·84C 
REVISED JAN 1984 

PURCHASE ORDER NO 

FOR ASSIST ANeE CON1 ACT 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

RECREATIONAL SYMBOL REQUISITION 

I UN1COR JOB NO QUANTITY 

PAGE __ OF __ PAGES I INVENTORY NO. (OPTIONAl) 

REGIONAL SIGN COORDINATOR PHONE NO 

USAGE CATEGORY I BASIC SYMBOL ONLY WITH WITH ARROW PLAQUE TEXT PLAQUE 
POSTED SPEED PROHIBITIVE SLASH SECONDARY SYMBOL 

• SPECIFY BELOW 

II ~ m (sm!:tngJ 
o OPTIONAL 

1.1A 0 24 ,24 0 24 • 24 024 x 36 0 12 • 12 0 8 ,24 

o lolA 50·55 MPH 0 18 • 18 0 18 • 18 o lax 28% 0 8 ,8 0 6 ,18 

0' 
35-·45 MPH 0 12 • 12 012' 12 D12X18% 0 4 ,12 

0
4 

0 
8.8 0 8 • 8 0 4 • 4 0 3 • 8 

0
5 

0 
6.6 06x6 0 3 • 6 

05A 

BACKING PANEL 

0 
.080 ALUMINUM o .135" FRP PANEL 

0 
% " HDO EXT APA o FACE SHEETING ONLY 

RECREATIONAL SYMBOL NO. PROHIBITIVE SLASH FOR USE ON ANOTHER SIGN INVENTORY NO. (oPTIONAll 

DYES DYES 

RS o NO DNa 

DIRECTION 

011 0[1 

WORDING: 

WORDING INCLUDES: DISTANCES AND PROHIBITIVE TEXT. TEXT TO EXPLAIN THE SYMBOL SHOULD 
NOT 8E USED. 

SECONDARY SYMBOL PLATE RECREATIONAL SYMBOL NO. 

DYES 

o NO RS 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS NPS ESTIMATED COST 

EACH TOTAL 

BY DATE 

UNICOR COST 

EACH TOTAL 

BY ITE 

7-14 
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FORM 10·84C 
REVISED JAN 1984 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

RECREATIONAL SYMBOL REQUISITION 

.pxCH;~i~ N~ l>~ loS' I UNICO' Joe NO OUANTITY 4-
FOR ASSIST ANC[ COOT ACi 

PAGE .5 OF L PAGES 

) INVENTORY NO IOPTIONAL) 

REGIONAl. SIGN COOROINATO~ c,Wt'k &A~."".JI 
~ 

PHONE NO. 9f8-6J'B 
USAGE CATEGORY I BASIC SYMBOL ONLY WITH WITH ARROW PLAQUE TEXT PLAQU. 
POSTED SPEED PROHIBITIVE SLASH SECONDARY SYMBOL * SPECIFY BELOW 

iJ ~ m ((sm=~ipgJ 
o OPTIONAL 

1,1A 024 x 24 024 x 24 024 x 36 0 12 • 12 OS.24 

o l.lA 50-55 MPH 018 x 18 018 x18 018 x 28r, 08x8 06 x 18 

0' 
35-45 MPH 012 x 12 012 x 12 0 12 >:18% 04 x 12 

181 4 ~ 8x8 08X8 o 4x4 0 3 • 8 

0
5 o 6x6 06 x 6 03x6 

05A 

BACKING PANEL 

o .080 ALUMINUM o .135" FRP PANEL 

1:8" % " HOO EXT APA o FACE SHEETING ONLY 

RECREATIONAL SYMBOL NO. PROHIBITIVE SLASH FOR USE ON ANOTHER SIGN INVENTORY NO. (OPTIONALI 

()'I! 
DYES DYES 

RS t!S:T NO ~NO 

OIRECTION 

DO Dz;J 

WORDING: 

WORDING INCLUDES: DISTANCES AND PROHIBITIVE TEXT. TEXT TO EXPLAIN THE SYMBOL SHOULD 
NOT BE USED. 

SECONDARY SYMBOL PLATE RECREATIONAL SYMBOL NO. 

DYES 

IX! NO RS 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS NPS ESTIMATED COST 

EACH 6!! TOTAL2~ cae 
BY 

<:/r; DATE~~'" 

UNICOR COST 

EACH TOTAL 

BY ~TE. 

. 

7·15 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Form 10-840 STANDARD HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SIGN REQUISITION 
(Jan 19841 

Purchase Order No, I UNICOR Job No. I NPS Area 

For Assistance Contact 
'Regional Sign Coordinator Phone No. 

ITEM STANDARD SIZE MUTCD/REMARKS QUAN 
ORDER CODE CODe 

-

.. _. 

-

7-16 
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PAGE _OF_ 

PRICE 
EACH TOTAL 

• 

• 
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------ - ~~ ---

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Form 10·840 
(Jan 19841 

STANDARD HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SIGN REQUISITION PAGE ...!. OF 1-

PUp';:" ?1'2'O 3 Ot') 2..$ I UNICOR Job No. I NPS Area • .,%tl Y ,Af4 ."... 8(II,d~ II"..... 'lWlfllhII,If 
For Assistance Contact c/A('I:-~~.I 'I- PhooeNo. 9BS-(S,1 RegIonal Sign Coordinator 

ITEM STANDARD SIZE MUTCD/REMARKS QUAN PRICE 
ORDER CODE CODE EACH TOTAL 

I If! ./ /1~x2.~" ~'~i~_~"":.2 r .. -t - 'E1 
, 3D. 30 I'I.~ 

.1 11~-1 II N)',.~' ,:~ If"!.t...1-!.:ttr 3 30.10 14. '1) , (f£~1 '3 D /1)( 'If/' .s:~~~ -Type 7l.I 3 '11·')() 12S'.I0 

If. tfl-I J,9- P)(U" ftJ." r - 'T)fPe!' 1!t 
, ~.2.f' ~ U,f)I) 

.f 1ff..-71j /f'~.2f." r::t,.~!1q:y PF1Z[ 8 :Jt>.3.o :::7 
/' 1&2.2.0 

, 
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Form 10-84E 
IJ.n 19841 

Purchase Order No. 

For Assistance Contact 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
'NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

CUSTOM HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SIGN REQUISITION 

T UNICOR Job No. I NPS Area 

Regional Sign Coordinator ___________________ _ 

ITEM SIZE LETTER 
SIZE BY 
LlN~ 

LEGEND BY LINE 

7-18 

COLORS; 
REMARKS 

PAGE __ OF __ 

Phone No, _____ _ 

QUAN PRICE 
EACH TOTAL 

• 

• 

• 



• Form 10-S4E 
(Jan 1984) 

pn8St;.!',rder No, ~ 

For Assistance Contact 
Regional Sign Coordinator 

ITEM SIZE 

/ U'K U--

• 

• 

-------------- ----------

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

CUSTOM HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SIGN REQUISITION PAGELOF~ 

I UNICOR Job No. I NPSA... ~ Ii M '/ M. Ban e it!l,... af on· 

~14d (?;alLaUJ,4.lj- Phone No. "'f!!,e-(".~tJ,.f& 

LETTER LEGEND BY LINE COLORS/ QUAN PRICE 
SIZE BY REMARKS EACH TOTAL LINE 

4-1f 1i!Iac/<. e:¥'I t5 (",aOO /eo.oo 
'felloW 

CAUT,Oij 51,,, lID. ()(JDel 

fi!'.OII..O e.N OS En.Jifl~ 
tiI,..'/tI'. lie-

1000 FT. 11I#~,ver1J 
"$'It:! ~~ 
~:HOO 
/3().c#,,!!) 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

FORM 1084F CUSTOM HIGHWAY TRAFfiC SIGN REQUISITION PAGE _ OF __ PAGES 

PURCHASE ORDER NO. UNICOA JOB NO. QUANTITY I INVENTORY NO. IOPTIONAlI 

FOR ASSISTANCE CONTACT PHONE NO. REGIONAL SIGN COORDINATOR' 

ENGINEERING STANOARD RECREATIONAL LOCATION DATA 
lETTER SIZE SYMBOLS AREA: 
0 2" 0 5 ' o 8" CJCJCJ CJ 0 3" 0" 0 UNIT: 

0 " 0 7 " 0 SIGN NO: 
ATTACH FORM 1084C FOR EACH REQUIRED 

BACKING PANEL ALUMINUM ZEE REFLECTIVITY: COLORS: 
,080 ALUMINUM BACKING STIFFENERS 

0 Yo" HDO EXT APA o YES 0 ENGINEERING GRADE IFP, B5-TYPE 111 

0 ,135" FRP PANEL o NO 0 HIGH INTENSITY (FP, B5-TYPE 1111 

ESTIMATED PER SIGN COST 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS ITEM QTY UNIT COST COST --SQUARE FOOTAGE 

-

TOTAL 

UNICOR USE - COST NPS USE - ESTIMATED COST 

EACH TOTAL EACH TOTAL ------

BY DATE BY DATE 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

FORM 1084F CUSTOM HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SIGN REQUISITION ?AGE-B- OF -8- PAGES 

PURCHASE ORDER NO. UNICOR JOB NO. QUANTITY 
Z 

.... , INVENTORY NO. (QPTIONAL~ 

Pll .,,~, .. ""'",.; 
FOR A$SISTANCE CONTACT 
REGIONAL SIGN COOIlDINATOR J,.~.k Go,., /I, dA PHONE NO ~,(.,3~ 
ENGINEERING STANDARO RECREATIONAL , 

LOCATION DATA 
LETTER SIZE 

SYMC] LJ CJ [] AREA &ndell~ NQ,t'! 1'1(21!1. 
0 '" Os' OS" 
o '" ~r 0 UNIT, u.r. Hilly 4 

lX' ,.' 0 SIGN NO oOOSI 
ATTACH FORM 1 084C FOR EACH REQUIRED 

BACKING PANEL ALUMINUM ZEE REFLECTIVITY, COLORS: 
BACKING STIFFENERS 

WhHe. o .080 ALUMINUM o YES 
o NON REFLECTIVE 
[2<ENGINEERING GRAOE """ ~ %" HOO EXT APA !5i. NO o HIGH INTENSITY /?;nwn 

: I"±~ 

KIVtR RERMII ~ " 3' ... 
'i A~t::An -; !.- 2"11/ L Mil!":.' --'-' .. 

~ r 
MNDELIER NAI n.l41 M()NUM EN- ~ .. 

+ 
~:41, 154-" J.~ t 

(1:>2" 

ESTIMATED PER SIGN COST 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS li€M "n UNIT COST COST 

I. App/,( 6fantlart:l bt:JN!iU"'. 
SQUAFlE FOOTAOt 4 4.:U:: to.Fa 
b ~ 1'2 .0" I2CC1 

2,. A~tI ~f h"1f/"'lf4/ d,"'I:;?!'t>l'l /f' 4·,e.#-.f !!!(p /.1£0 54."0 
,.. ,"rl!cI ,. /e"le.nd • HIIaP 55./0 

-_. . .. ~-.-~ 

--
-

TOTAL 117.'10 
UNICOR USE - COST NPS USE - FfTIMATED COST -I 
EACH TOTAL EACH 117.'It> TOTAL Z35. fl) 
BY DATE BY JG DATE 4/1"/.."'" 
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bl·1A 
REV. JAN 84 

TEM OR FORM NO. 

REQUISITION 
(ContlnuetfOn Sht,t! 

OESCRIPTION 

7-22 
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• Page,. ___ of __ -JPlV" 

Bureau _______ _ 

Bureau NO. _________ _ 

QUAN UNIT UNIT AMOUNT PRICE 

• 

• 



III 

• 
1 . 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

• 
6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

• 

TABLE 7-1 
SIGN PROCUREMENT PROCESS 

Origination of signing request from visitor. 
staff. or others. 

Review of request by Area Sign Committee 
and approved or rejected. 

Preparation of sign requisition. signed by Area 
Sign Coordinator and Superintendent. for-
warded to Regional Sign Coordinator. 

Regional Sign Coordinator reviews design. 
layout. sizing; makes necessary revisions. 
cost estimates as needed. and approves or 
disapproves the sign order. 

Sign order processed through Region or Area 
to UNICOR. 

UNICOR prepares quotation if requested. or 
order acknowledgement with copy to 
Regional Sign Coordinator. 

UNICOR manufactures signs and ships to 
desired location. Copy of shipping order sent 
to Regional Sign Coordinator. 

Area inspects signs and acknowledges receipt 
of order to Regional Sign Coordinator with 
result of inspection. 

Regional Sign Coordinator coordinates correc-
tion of any problems. 

Sign is installed. 

7-23 
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• TABLE 7-2 

SIGN REOUISITION FORM USAGE 

Sign Type and Form Remarks 
Related Materials 

Regulatory, Warning 10-840 For standard signs only as 
and Construction Signs shown in the MUTCO or STO. 

HWY SIGN Book. 

10-84E For custom traffic control 
signs not found above. 

Guide Informational Signs 10-84A For signs using NPS modified 
clarendon lettering. Each 
sign on separate sheet; 
recreational symbol signs on 
separate form. 

10-84F For custom highway guide signs 
not using NPS Modified 
Clarendon lettering. 

Pedestrian Signs 10-848 Each sign on separate sheet, • includes signs using 
Engineering Standard letters 
and routed signs. 

Federal Recreation Symbols 10-84C Each symbol on separate sheet. 

Standard Entrance Signs 10-84A Entrance signs using die-cut 
NPS Modified Clarandon letters. 

Interpretive Signs 01-1 Signs not designed using this 
Manual shall be ordered on 
Form 01-1 through Harpers 
Ferry Center. 

NPS Arrowhead Emblem 01-1 Includes silk screened and 
wood routed arrowheads. 

Steel Stanchions 01-1 Breakaway posts required when 
erected within 30' of roadway 
unless protected. 

Wood Stanchions 01-1 Must meet requirements of this 
Manual for breakaway design. 

• 
7-24 



I 

• TABLE 7-2 

SIGN REQUISITION FORM USAGE CON'T 

Sign Type and Form Remarks 
Related Materials 

Letters 01-1 Die-cut letters for repair 
of existing signs. UNICOR 
carries supply. 

Paint 01-; For repairing signs, painting 
sign backs or stanchions. 
UNICOR carries supply. 

Sign Repair Kits 01-1 UNICOR stocks various 
materials, and kits are 
available for field repair 
of various types of signs. 

All sign orders 01-1 and Both forms must accompany all 
10-84 sign orders. 

• NPS Protection and 01-1 For standard 1 O-Series signs 
Regulation Signs only, as shown in Chapter 4. 

• 
7-25 



Materials 

Reflective Sheeting 
on HDO Plywood 

2 Reflective Sheeting 
on Aluminum Plate 

3 Reflective Sheeting 
on RP/C backing 
ipolyplatei 

4 Paint on HOO 
Plywood 

5 Paint on Aluminum 
Plate 

6 Paint on Wood 

7 Weathering Steel 
Stanchions 
2" x 2" 
2%" x 4" 
4" x.6" 

8 Wood Stanchions 

• TABLE 7·3 

DESCRIPTION OF SIGNING MATERIALS 

Advantagesl Required 
Disadvantages Maintenance 

Reflective sheeting lasts Washing as per 
longer on plywood than maintenance guidelines. 
aluminum. Difficult to Edge band top for snow 
repair bullet holes. protection. 

Aluminum plate lasts longer Washing as per 
than plywood; also can be maintenance guidelines 
recycled. Edge band top for snow 

protection. 

Integral color. Bullet Washing as per 
holes simpler to repair. maintenance guidelines. 
New material but appears to Edge band top for snow 
have good features. 

I 
protection. 

HDO surface must be sanded I Scraping and painting • before painting. Paint as needed. 
deteriorates, peels and 
repair is labor intensive. 

Same as 3 above but more 
difficult to repair. 

Same as 3 above. 

Small supplies difficult to Periodic structural 
find. Require little stabilizing required. 
maintenance. Holds sign 
better than wood. F ust 
streaks will form around 
base over time. Complicated 
breakaway installation. 

Supplies easier to find. Periodic staining or 
Less expensive. More painting and bolt 
maintenance required. tightening (may be left 
Shorter life than steel or natural). 
aluminum. Best if pressure 
treated; untreated tend to 
rot at base. 

• 
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• TABLE 7-3 

DESCRIPTION OF SIGNING MATERIALS CON'T 

Materials Advantagesl Required 
Disadvantages Maintenance 

9 U-Channel Steel Less expensive than other Periodic painting. 
Stanchions metal posts. May be bent Inspection of base coupling. 

over by vandals or heavy 
snow-plowing. Has precut 
mounting holes. 

1 0 Square perforated Stronger than U-Channel. Periodic staining or 
steel tubing 2" x 2" Has precut mounting holes painting and bolt 

on four sides. tightening (may be left 
natural). 

11 Aluminum Backing Superior to wood. If painted will require 
Stiffeners scraping and repainting. 

12 Hardware for Sign Vandal proof is superior Periodic inspection. • mounting (bolt, to standard. Zinc chromate 
2 washers and nut) plated steel minimizes 

rusting. 

13 Modified Clarendon Die-cut require less Periodic washing, 
letter, Die-Cut maintenance than routed inspection and replace-
1 Y,' uc letters. Replacements ment. 
2 %" uc available. 
3%" uc 
6" ue 
9" uc 

14 Natural wood sealer Attractive on native woods Periodic inspection. 

1 5 Wood stain Do not use on HDO plywood. Periodic inspection. 
Color selection critical. 
Less maintenance than paint 

16 Wood routed 1 y," minimum size for Mod Periodic inspection. 
1 %" ue Clarendon text feasible on 
214" ue wood. 1" available for 
3 x %/1 uc Engineering standard 
6" ue letters on HDO Plywood. 
9" uc 

• 
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Materials 

17 Polysilicone paint 

18 Aluminum 6061 

19 Aluminum 5052 
(option) 

20 Aluminum thickness 
.080" 
.125" 

TABLE 7-3 

DESCRIPTION OF SIGNING MATERIALS 

Advantages! 
Disadvantages 

Seals surface. Increased 
costs and delivery time. 
Limited availability 

Standard available. 

Weaker, less rigid. 
Harder to work with. Less 
costly from commercial 
sign shops. 

Standard 
More rigid, but more costly 

7-28 
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• APPENDIX A 

NPS MODIFIED 
CLARENDON ALPHABET 

ABCDEFGHIJK­
LMNOPQRSTUV 

• WXYZabcdefgh 

ijklmnopqrstu! 

vwxyZ:;""'()&? 

• 

123456789 
O$¢% 

A-1 



ENGINEERING STANDARD 
ALPHABET 

ABCDEFGHIJK 

LMNOPQRSTUV 
WXYZabcdefgh 

ijklmnopqrstu! 
V w X yz:;uU'()8? 

123456789 
O$¢% 

A-2 

• 

• 

• 
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• 
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Appendix B 

OUTLINE 

Park Sign Plan 

The following is a general outline that can be used in the preparation of an park sign 
plan. Certain portions of the outline may not be applicable depending on the type 01 
park involved ILe. historic, recreational, wilderness, parkways, etc.). An example of 
an approved park sign plan is included. This example plan has been abbreviated for 
the purpose of inclusion in this Manual. 

I. Descriptive Material 

The Park General Management Plan and Interpretive Prospector should be 
referenced as they relate to this section. 

A. 

B. 

C. 
D. 

E. 

Description of Park 

1 . Purpose 
2. Objectives 
3. Characteristics 

a. Topographic 
b. Landscape 

Scope 01 Sign Plan 

1. Describe sign usage categories 
2. Describe safety considerations 

Park Resources 

Available Public Facilites 

Statistics 

1. Regional 
a. Local, State, National, International use 
b. Is park the destination 
c. Regional Highway use 

1. T raflic flow chart 
2. Travel time from populated areas 

d. Zone of influence population 
e. Vehicular population 
I. Boat population 
g, Recreational vehicle population 

2. Park Visitor 
a. Nationalby month 
b. Internationalby month 
c. Annual curve 

d. Miles of park roads and trails 
e. Quantity vehicle parking 
f. Duration of visit 

B·1 



g. Breakdown of park usage of month, i.e., picnicking, camping, 
boating, fishing, sightseeing, educational, off-road vehicle, cross­
county skiing, hiking, etc. 

3. Group Use 

4. Educational Groups 

a. Age range 

b. Grade range 

c. Size 

5. Park Logo 

a. Design 

b. Usage 

c. Placement on sign 

II. Sign Survey and Inventory 

III. 

The sign survey and inventory establishes the effectiveness of existing Signing, 
location, and condition. This is the first and most important process in preparing 
a functional sign plan. 

A. Quality, Quantity, and Categories 

1. Information 

2. Identification 

3. Directional 

4. Traffic Control 

B. Vehicular Signage 

C. Pedestrian Signage 

D. Entrance Signage 

1. Scope 

2. Purpose 

3. Function 

4. Do they reflect the true purpose and significance of the park? 

E. Interpretive Signs and Wayside Exhibits 

1. Purpose 

2. Function 

3. Motif 

a. Outside facility 

b. Facility 

G. NPS Route Markers 

H. Trail Markers 

I. NPS Protection and Regulation Sign age 

Location Plan 

The location plan should include various drawings which indicate where all signs 
are located, their orientation and message. These drawings are a continuing 
planning device to assist in determining what is said with signs, what should be 
said, and where it is said. 

• 

• 
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A. Existing 

1. Message 

2. Direction of Face 

3. Inventory Number 

4. Photographs 

B. Proposed 

1. Message 

2. Direction of Face 

C. Vandalism Prone Signs 

IV. Summary 

General description of sign plan function within Park and how it is integrated in­
to park management, safety, and operational practices. 
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APPENDIX C 
SAMPLE SIGN PLAN 

PIPESTONE NATIONAL MONUMENT 

Descriptive Material 

A. Description of Monument 

SIGN PLAN 

June, 1981 

1. Description: Pipestone National Monument, an area of 281 .78 acres. is 
located in southwestern Minnesota adjacent to the city of Pipestone. 
The area preserves the noted Pipestone (catlinite - an unusual red stone) 
Quarries in their natural virgin prairie setting. 

2. Function: The purpose of Pipestone National Monument is twofold: to 
preserve and manage the ethnological, historical, archeological, and 
geological resources of the area for the betterment and enjoyment of all; 
and to manage the pipestone quarries so as to provide the American In­
dian with free access to the pipestone to quarry, fashion, and carve from 
it the articles relating to his culture. 

3. Objectives: 
a. To preserve and protect the ethnological and historical resources of 

Pipestone National Monument in a manner that assures their con­
tinued integrity. 

b. To perpetuate and protect the natural resources of Pipestone Na­
tional Monument, including the virgin prairie, Lake Hiawatha, 
Pipestone Creek, and the woodland environments, in a manner which 
minimizes, to the greatest extent possible, disturbances of natural 
processes, except where necessary to ensure the continuation of 
quarrying activities. The virgin prairie and Pipestone Creek will be 
managed as cultural as well as natural resources. 

c. To foster appreciation and understanding of the traditions and han­
dicrafts of the Upper Midwest Indians, primarily those of the plains 
and WOOdland tribes, and their contributions to America's cultural 
heritage. 

d. To cooperate with State and local government agencies, private 
groups and individuals, adjacent landowners, and members of the 
public, in preserving and perpetuating the cultural and natural 
resources of the Monument; in ensuring that developments and ac­
tivities in the vicinity of the Monument are compatible with the 
area's purpose; and in ensuring the availability of adequate informa­
tion and services for the viSiting public. 

e. To cooperate and maintain close liaison with American Indian groups 
and individuals who actively support or engage in area programs, in­
cluding onsite handicraft demonstrations and quarrying activities, to 
ensure compliance with the legislative mandate, cornpatability with 
other park objectives, and a harmonious relationship with the Indian 
people. 

f. To ensure the availability of appropriate developments for area ad­
ministration, visitor use, and cultural activities, including facilities 
which support the operation of the Upper Midwest Cultural Center 
and the quarries, at the highest standard possible for the safety and 
protection of visitors and employees, and in a manner consistent 
with resource management objectives. 
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g. To encourage and participate in efforts to acquire information and 
data on the historical and archeological resources, the quarrying 
operations, and the natural resources of Pipestone National Monu­
ment, through research and other means, in order to facilitate 
development of the best possible strategies for (1) preserving and 
managing the cultural resources, in particular, the catlinite quarries, 
(2) perpetuating and restoring the prairie and other natural resources, 
and (3) enhancing opportunities for resource-compatible public use 
and enjoyment. 

4. Characteristics: The Monument is gently rolling land in a portion of a 
shallow glacial valley. The natural resource base of Pipestone National 
Monument consists basically of tall grass prairie. The prairie is bisected 
in a north-south line by the 1 5-foot high quartzite outcrop in the eastern 
quarter and by the Pipestone Quarry line near the middle of the Monu­
ment. Trees and shrubs are common along these two areas giving cer­
tain portions of the park a forested appearance. Pipestone Creek bisects 
the area from east to west in approximately the middle of the park and 
forms a 1 2-foot falls as it goes over the quartzite ledge and also forms a 
small lake near the quarry line. 

B. Scope of Sign Plan 

1. Description: The overall purpose of the Sign Plan at Pipestone National 
Monument is to provide for the systematic and uniform upkeep of the 
sign system. This is to be achieved by complying with the guidelines, 
rules and procedures set forth in the "Manual on Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices (MUTCD)" and further supplemented by the "National Park Ser­
vice Sign Manual". 

The specific purpose of the Pipestone National Monument Sign Plan is to 
provide a system of signs which will: 

a. Inform visitor how and where to enter the Monument. 

b. Safely route arriving visitors to the Monument's designated parking 
areas. 

c. Guide him/her to areas that will provide basic orientation and inter­
pretive information about the Monument's environmental and 
historical resources and facilities. 

d. Warn and inform the visitor so his/ her visit will be as safe and en­
joyable as possible. 

e. Provide for a safe and understandable exit from trail and Visitor 
Center to parking area where he can get further information and 
depart the Monument. 

2. Identification: The sign system is comprised of four categories identified 
and treated as follows: 

B. Entrance signs These signs inform the visitor that they have 
entered the Monument. At present there are two entrance signs in 
the Monument and there is no need for more. Both signs are of 
routed pine and have orange lettering on a brown background. 

b. Vehicular signs - There are very few vehicular signs in the Monument 
because the entrance road is so short. The signs that are necessary 
on the road and in the parking lot will conform to MUTCD standards 
and the NPS Sign Manual. 
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c. Interpretive/Informative signs - This is the largest category of signs. 
All signs in this group inform the visitor on facilities and areas open 
to them or the signs interpret the Monument's features on the trail. 
Most of these signs are made of routed pine, with orange lettering 
on a brown background. 

d. Pedestrian signs - This category includes all directional and warning 
signs located throughout the Monument meant to be viewed by 
pedestrians. The signs are routed pine with orange letters on a 
brown background. 

C. Park Resources: The primary resource of the Monument, the one for which it 
was established, is to preserve the noted Pipestone (catlinite - an unusual 
red stone) Quarries in their natural virgin prairie setting. American Indians 
have obtained stone from the noted quarries for centuries to make pipes for 
ceremonial and social use, making the Monument an area of ethnological, ar­
cheological and historical significance. 

There are 42 active quarries and a number of old, inactive quarries in the 
Monument. The pipestone layer is sandwiched between harder layers of 
Sioux quartzite and the top layer must be removed before the pipestone can 
be reached. Pipestone is also found in other areas but has only been quarried 
extensively here. 

The natural history of the area is rich in Indian lore and legends. Most of the 
282 acres of the Monument is virgin prairie with the balance in vegetated 
woodland, creek bottom lands, and the Quartzite ledge. Because there is 
such a diversity of habitats, the Monument abounds with birds in a great 
variety. Some species that occur are several ducks, woodpeckers and ring­
necked pheasants. Mammals in the Monument include white-tailed deer, 
beaver, muskrat, fox and other small species. Pipestone Creek which runs 
through the park contains suckers, northern pike, sunfish, bullheads and 
bass. There are also painted and snapping turtles and at least one variety of 
salamander. 

Historic features are limited and consist mostly of sites with no surface re­
mains. Such features are the Indian campsites and old quarrying pits. 

D. Available Public Facilities: The Monument facilities are comprised of: Visitor 
Center / Cultural Center with a slide presentation, a sales display area, and 
live cultural demonstrations of pipemaking and other crafts; 60-car parking 
lot; self-guiding paved trail to points of interest in the park; and a picnic area 
with facilities that can handle up to 70 picnickers. Camping is not allowed in 
the park. 

In the surrounding Pipestone, Minnesota area there are many city parks with 
good picnicking facilities. Private and public campgrounds are available and 
within a 30-minute drive are three state parks and one large county park, all 
with picnicking and camping facilities. 

Public transportation into the area is not good; an estimated 90 % of the 
visitors arrive by private automobile. Most towns in the area are small and 
agriculture-oriented; therefore, accomodations are not too plentiful. 

E. Statistics 

1. Regional: The Monument is located in Pipestone County, Minnesota. The 
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county has a total population of 12,000. Within 150 miles of Pipestone, 
the major centers of population are: 

Mankato, MN 
Marsha", MN 
Worthington, MN 
St. Cloud, MN 
Sioux Falls, SD 
Brookings, SD 
Ft. Dodge, IA 
Sioux City, IA 

31,000 
11,000 
11,000 
42,000 
72,000 
18,000 
31,000 
85,000 

The large regional urban areas of Minneapolis-St. Paul, Omaha-Council 
Bluffs and Des Moines are in the 200-250 mile radius. 

The total population within the 200·mile radius of the Monument is 2.5 
million in five states: Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska, North Dakota and 
South Dakota. 

The people who influence the Monument are in a 5-mile radius. Since the 
Monument is located on the north limits of the city of Pipestone, manage­
ment decisions often have an effect on the community. Conversely, events 
within the community influence Monument management. 

2. Park Visitor: The Monument is usually not a destination, although visitor 
use has increased steadily over the years. Visitors representing every 
State utilize the Monument and this widening of the radius of the use 
area continues to increase with the completion of 1-90. Visitation peaked 
in 1976 and has been steady since. Early 1981 reports show that visita· 
tion is up 23 % from last year and is also above the 1976 total for the 
same time period. The typical visitor to the Monument spends 2-3 
hours, visits the museum, views the slide show and walks the self­
guiding trail. 

3. Group Use: The Monument has two basic types of tour groups--school 
lorganized) and commercial Isenior citizen and other) that visit the site. 
School group tours take place predominately in the Spring. Senior citizen 
and other commercial tours are usually scheduled so they will coincide 
with the annual showing of the Hiawatha Pageant, located on the south 
boundary of the Monument. 

4. Educational Groups: School groups comprise the majority of educational 
use visitors, represent all age groups, and for the most part visit the 
Monument in April or May. The usual group size is 35-40. Virtually all 
school groups visit the Monument as their intended destination. 

5. Park Logo: No distinctive park logo has been designed for the Pipestone 
National Monument nor is one recommended. The number of signs on 
which such a logo could be justifiably utilized is minimal. 

II. Sign Survey and Inventory 
A. Quality, Quantity and Categories: The attached sheets IPart II) provide a 

complete inventory of all the in-place signs found in the Pipestone National 
Monument Sign System. Most signs that are in the Monument are made by 
maintenance staff when required for replacement. 

C-s 



All signs are in good to excellent condition and if not, they will be replaced 
promptly. The quantity of signs by category is as follows: 

Information 24 
Interpretation 23 
Regulatory 10 
Warning 3 
Entrance 2 
NPS Emblem 2 

Total 64 
S. Interpretive Signs and Wayside Exhibits: The Monument currently has one 

wayside/interpretive exhibit located on the southern boundary beside the 
picnic grounds. This exhibit tells the legend of the "Three Maidens" who are 
supposedly lying beneath five large, granite boulders located next to the ex. 
hibit. 

Various other interpretive signs, largely identifying nature and Indian 
legends, along with a taped presentation (exhibit quarry), help to facilitate 
the visitor conducting a self-guided walking tour of the Monument. 

C. Advertisement Signage: Directional signs have been provided on Interstate 
90 by the Minnesota Dept. of Transportation. The City of Pipestone provides 
directional markers at most main highway junctions in town. 

D. Trail Markers: The trail at Pipestone National Monument is basically self­
gUiding. Visitors may choose whether to follow the trail marker arrows or 
pick up a Circle Trail guide booklet at the front desk. 

E. NPS Protection and Regulation: The use of protection and regulation 
signage, other than traffic control, is limited within tl1e historic site, but im. 
portant. The two warning signs in the Monument are set at strategic loca­
tions beside quarries where the visitors could slip and injure themselves on 
the loose, rocked, steep-sided quarries. 

III. Location Plan 

A total of 64 signs, as depicted on the Monument's sign location plan (page 9), 
currently comprise the in-place sign system for the historic site. The sign 
messages are as found on the Sign Survey and Inventory sheets and the sign 
photographs. Since almost all signs are made as needed, none are kept in 
storage. 

IV. Summary 

The Pipestone National Monument's existing sign system is consistent in carry­
ing out the objectives of the historical site while at the same time complying 
with the MUTeD and NPS Sign Manual. 

This sign plan will have no adverse effects on archeological resources within the 
historic site. Any modification of ground surfaces during project implementation 
will be properly monitored for the presence of archeological remains. The 
Superintendent will be promptly notified if any do occur. 

The signage in conjunction with the self-guiding folder is relied upon to properly 
orient, motivate and safely move the visitor throughout the site and at the same 
time provide proper interpretation for a safe, enjoyable visit at Pipestone Na. 
tional Monument. 
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APPENDIX D 
Specifications far 

STANDARD HIGHWAY SIGN COLORS 

This Data Sheet has been pl'flpared by the Federal Highway Adm.iniatratioD for the convenience of uten and mlWufac­
tunra of highway sigru and to promote uniformity ill sign eolol'l. The Manual Oil Uniform Traffic Control Devices,' in 
~tion8 lA-8 and 2A-ll, pre&eri.be the eoior code fot geaerallneanings and coJor combinations for Varloua clauifica~ 
tiona of hishwllY aigna. Th.it 8h~t definea the aix primary colots and specifies the tolerance fot ea.c:h eolor. 

Th ... Spodficatio .. for highway sign colors yellow, red. bl... greon, brown, and orange have b..n <alton from 
the F.d.ral Highway Administration Color Tolerance Charta,' which contain color chips for .ach limit and the 
central color. The chart> ore deaigncd to ponnit virual comparison of • ....,pl. with the S1andard colon. 

PR COlor # 1 HIGlIWAY YEl.l.OW-I3538' 

UMIT CIEOATA MUNSEll UMIT 
FOR SOURCE C NOTATION 

Y x y H V II 
CtotrII 50.68 .!iX1I .4555 lGYR 7.5114 C .... I 

value-+- 59.10 .4940 .4530 IGYR 8.0/1' 
"'lluI- 3~10 .1J3r .4102 IGYR i.5/14 

Value+-Y,we-
Hu,* 50.68 .19211 .471Jj I.GY 7.5/1' 
Hue- 50.68 .S065 .4445 8.SYR 7.5/1' 

Hue+ 
Huo-

Cllrollll+ 50.68 .5133 .4631 IOYR 7.5116 
CllIOIlI1- 50.68 .4826 .4447 IOYR 7.5/12 

Chtornt+ 
Chroma-

PR Color #2 HIGHWAY R£I)..l1lO5' 

UMIT CIE OATA MUNSEll UMIT 
:OR SOURCE 0 NOTATION 

Y , Y H V II 
Con1r.1 9.00 .5003 .3148 7.0R 3.5/13 central 

Vatu ...... 12.00 .5738 .3262 7.0R •. 0/13 
Vol ..... 6.56 .6268 .Jil3I1 7.0R l.OIl3 

V.Jut-+-
Valut-

Hu&+ 9.00 .5m .3235 8.0R 3.5/13 
Hue- 9.00 .5915 • 3065 '.OR 3.5/13 

Hue+ 
Huo-

Chromo+ 9.00 .6330 .31J45 7.0R 3.5/15 
Chro~- 9.00 .S83S .3185 7.0R 3.5112 

Chl'OrM+ 
Chroma-

PR COlor II 3 HIGHWAY BlUE-15O!O' 

UMIT CIE OATA MUNSEll 
FOR ~OURCE C NOTATION 

UMIT 

Y , Y H V C 
central 6.56 .1780 .1633 !.SPB 3.0118 Central 

Value-+- 9.110 .1887 .19i3 2.5PB 3.5/8 
Vaiue- 3.13 .l54l1 .lila Z.5PS Z.OIS 

¥alu&+ 
value-

Hu&+ 6.56 .19011 .1799 !.OPB 3.0/8 Hu .... 
Hut- 6.56 • 1658 .1905 

I 
lOB 3.01l! 

Chromo+ 6.56 .1576 .1600 UPS 3.0/10 
Chrome- 6.56 .lQ2l .2.101 2.5P8 3.0/6 

Hult-

Chroma+ 
ChrolM-

.. Colot ftl.lmblt in. Fewol Standard 5950 "" .. ring lhil ,ptcifh:orion . 
.... tSCC·NBS colo, duigrtation Sd-iItt01I9 brgWl'l qpp.,(IlCtIftClft this JP.(llitQttOl'l. 

-. .. lSCC·NlS calM c:i .. ignutioll 04g.Ylvid orCinge Cll'pl"ClxitllOIU mis 1p41Oiieorion. 

PR _ #4 HIGHWAY GREEN-1411l9' 

OlE DATA MUNSEll 
FOR SOURCE C NOTATION 

Y x y H V 0 
6.56 .- .4101 7.sa 3.11018 

10.43 .1942 .• m 7.5G 3.75/10 
3.82 .1904 .W 7.sa 1.25i8 

6.56 .1943 .3779 0.5SG 1.00i8 
6.56 .1228 .4S30 5.00 3.00/8 

6.56 .18110 .4310 7.5G 3.110/10 
6.56 .2346 .3901 7.5G 3.00/6 

PR CIllo( #5 HIGHWAY BROWN·· 

CIE OATA MUNSru. 
FOR SOURCE C NOTATION 

y x y H V 0 
5.52 .4788 .31116 SYR 2.75/5 

7.n .460S .31101 SYR 3.25/5 
3.81 .4955 .1826 5VR 2.25/5 

5.52 .• 762 .3!71!1 7.GYR 2.75/5 
5.52 .4718 .3007 . 2.lYR 2.75/5 

5.52 .5031 .3912 SYR 2.75/6 
S.52 .4450 .37l!! SYR 2.1514 

PR Color #6 HIGHWAY ORANGE··· 

[ 
OlE DATA MUNSEll 

FOR SOURCE 0 NOTATION 
Y , y H V C 

24.56 .5609 .3950 2.lYR 5.5/14 

30.05 .5488 .3947 2.SYR 6.0/14 
19.77 .5731 .3953 Z.SYR 5.0/14 

24.58 .5570 .4072 3.7lYR 5.5/14 
1'.58 .5614 .31115 l.llYR 5.5/14 

24.58 .sm .3970 t5YR 5.51lS 
24.58 .5348 .3198 2.5YR 5.5/12 

1. M4NJIJi. Q~ Uniform Tmffk Colllrol D~f."/or Su.,,, _ Hi6h-". 1m cd.itioll,. Fedflral High."y Adminittratioll.. For 11.1111 by thlll 
SUp.rmwndflllC o{ DOc1u:IIflllu.. U.s. Goftl'llmlllilt PriD~ OffiOfl., Wu.iUutJtop,. D.c.. ZCKa.t Stoci No. 0$0-.001-90001-7. PriCf: '18.00 iDcludill.g 
.~ptiOIl IMIrrnte for future ciw:lgtt. 

z.. Color ToUf'4tIKe Cluw#, l'R Colon 14 QUIll! 1965J. CQlon s..6 (Mm:b 1911>-' Fed~ral High.a, Ac:imiu.iIttaQoll. C911t.act thl! Fedenl Hiah"y 
A~InQOIIo W~n. D.c.. 20590 for an.Ua.bility infOnutiolL 

OOT/FHWA 
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APPENDIX E 

This space provided for Manual holders to use for inserting current UNICOR price in­
formation, listing manufacturer's catalog data, and frequently called phone numbers. 
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