National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Manassas National Battlefield Park

Brawner Farm

Manassas National Battlefield Park
Cultural Landscape Report

e TS
= -

Cultural Landscapes Program — National Capital Region February 2005







o

Brawner Farm

Manassas National Battlefield Park
Cultural Landscape Report




Cover lllustration: The house on Brawner Farm, seen from the south along the modern
service road to the farm, with the historic farm road at the right. (2001; NCR CLP digital photo).

Date of Publication: June 2002

Publication Credits: Information in this publication may be copied and used, with the
condition that full credit is given to the authors and the National Park Service. Appropriate

citations and bibliographic credits should be made for each use.

United States Department of the Interior Mission Statement: As the Nation’s principal
conservation agency, the Department of the Interior has responsibility for most of our nationally-
owned public lands and natural resources. This includes fostering sound use of our land

and water resources; protecting our fish, wildlife, and biological diversity; preserving the
environmental and cultural values of our national parks and historical places; and providing

for the enjoyment of life through outdoor recreation. The Department assesses our energy and
mineral resources and works to ensure that their development is in the best interests of all our
people by encouraging stewardship and citizen participation in their care. The Department also
has a major responsibility for American Indian reservation communities and for people who live

in island territories under U.S. administration.

Document Number: D-62



Contents

oY (VLY 0T o i
Acknowledgements ... —————- iii
EXecUutive SUMMAIY......cooiiiiiiiiisssssees s smnnnnnnnnes v
INtrodUCHION ... —————— 1
Exhibit A: Existing Conditions = OVETall SIte...........oooiiiiiiiiiiiii e 5
ENANOTES e 8
Chapter 1: Site HiStory.......cccciiiiiiiiirrii s 9
Exhibit B: Battle of Brawner Farm - AUGUSt 28, 1862 ......c..coiiiiiiiiiieiieeie e 27
ENANOTES e 45
Chapter 2: Existing Conditions..........cccceiiiiimmmrinnnsssesre s 53
Exhibit C: Existing CONAItIONS = Yard ........oooiiiiiiii e 57
Chapter 3: Analysis and Evaluation..........cccccocmiiiiiininccnnnccee e 59
Exhibit D: Historic ConAITIONS (1) ... 61
Exhibit E: HiStoric CONAItIONS (2) ...ooiieieee e e 63
ENANOTES e 122
Chapter 4: Landscape Character Areas.......ccccccceeeevviriisssssssssssssssssssnnnnnens 131
Exhibit F: Landscape CharaCter AEAS .......c..iiiieiiiiiie et 133
ENANOTES e 139
Chapter 5: Management Philosophy .........cccccommiiiccccmmernisscceeeee e 141
EXNIDIt G AREINATIVE T . e 149
EXNIDIt H: AREINATIVE 2 .o e 151
EXNIDIt [: ARBINATIVE 3. e e 153
Chapter 6: Treatment Plan............. e 155
Exhibit J: Wooded Areas Overlay - 1862 and PreSENt ..........ccooviiiiiiiiiiicecee e 159
Exhibit K: Treatment Plan - Overall ST .......cooiii e 161
Exhibit L: Yard Treatment PIan ..........ooii e 163
ENANOTES e 168
Bibliography ... e 169
Y o] ¢ T=T 0 T L) 177
Brawner Farm Site Tax Assessments, 1795-T028 .. . e 178
APPENAIX B ... nnnnnn e n e e e rneees 187

Judith Henry Farm Tax Assessments, 1837-T858 .......ccc.iiiiiiiiiiieee e 188






Foreword

Most of us have a sense of the distance of 100 yards. Football fans know that 100
yards is the length of a football field. Baseball fans know that the home run fence
in most major league stadiums is more than that distance. Track and field fans
thrill at watching sprinters cover a little more than 100 yards to determine who is
the fastest runner.

Now, imagine thousands of soldiers firing guns at each other over roughly that
same distance, with virtually nothing in between for protection. That is exactly
what happened at Brawner Farm in the late afternoon and evening of August 28,
1982. Confederate and Union soldiers blazed away at each other until it was too
dark to see the other side. The next day, the hundreds of soldiers who were killed
in this encounter lay in almost perfect rows, nearly 100 yards apart.

Brawner Farm and the battlefield where this terrible carnage took place are now
part of Manassas National Battlefield Park. The evidence of this battle has long
disappeared, but the site remains as an important landmark from the Civil War era
in American history. Reports from the battle tell us that the Confederate battle lines
formed from the corner of the Brawner farm house. From those reports and
subsequent archeological evidence, National Park Service historians have been

able to precisely locate where the battle took place.

In the nearly century-and-a-half since the end of the Civil War, the landscape of
Brawner Farm has changed. Trees have grown up where there were open fields;
the fence lines and farm roads have either disappeared or been overgrown with
vegetation. So, although we know where this battle took place, it is very difficult
for visitors to have a sense of the location from the existing landscape.

Thus, a very important tool for park managers to restore Brawner Farm and the
battlefield to what it looked like in 1862 is the Cultural Landscape Report that
follows. Using maps, documents, reports, archeology and a wealth of other
available information, the team of scholars who prepared this report were able to
provide detailed information concerning what the landscape in and around this
site looked like those many years ago. Not only is this report a tremendously
valuable management tool, it also is a fascinating detective story that has pieced
together information that will transport its readers back in time to the Second
Battle of Manassas and to rural Virginia 150 years ago.

Robert K. Sutton, Ph. D.
Superintendent
Manassas National Battlefield Park
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Executive Summary

For nearly two hundred years, the Brawner Farm has been an unremarkable
property. In the nineteenth century, it lay north of the Warrenton Turnpike (Route
29), situated between the towns of Centreville and Gainesville, near the hamlets of
Groveton and Sudley. The land once owned by Robert “King” Carter passed to his
heirs and then to a farmer, George Tennille, who built an imposing house on a
prominent ridge. Tennille’s relatively early death led to its occupation by tenant
farmer John Brawner. Accidents of topography and proximity to key settlements and
other man-made features caused the farm to be the locus of the opening engagement
of a major Civil War battle.

Though his tenure there was relatively short, John Brawner happened to be
occupying the farm in August 1862, during the brief but intense opening conflict of
the Second Battle of Manassas and the ensuing struggles of the following two days.
And thus Brawner’s name has become linked to a farm he never owned and to a
house that it now appears he never occupied.

Writing a Cultural Landscape Report on the Brawner Farm presented an unusual
challenge. For two hundred years, with the exception of three violent days, nothing
much happened there. Bachelor’s Hall, Tennille’s early nineteenth-century manor
house, and the structures that accompanied it are long gone. The remnants of other
outbuildings are scant. The Tennille, Douglas, Brawner, and Davis families left few
traces on their land or in the public record. Descendants have been difficult to track.
There are no historic photographs of the property. The small number of existing
historic maps, survey notes, and descriptions record only certain aspects of the site
as it appeared on a very few days in 1862 and 1875. The CLR team was left with
having to piece together the story of the farm’s two-hundred years of occupation by
drawing inferences from studies of other farms in Manassas National Battlefield
Park, battle accounts, and the traces continuous farming has left on the land -
fencelines, piles of stone, ridges along field edges.

The Brawner Farm Cultural Landscape Report was written over a period of four
years. Research began in 2001 and continued through 2002. Several matters then
arose which temporarily put completion of the project on hold. Questions about the
provenance of the farmhouse led to the development of an intensive Historic
Structures Report. Discussions ensued about the future use of the site, and the
decision to develop it as a Visitor Contact Station. Resolution of these matters gave
the authors direction to follow in development of the preferred treatment alternative.
This treatment presents the house as the place from which visitors will begin their
exploration of the Second Battle of Manassas battlefield.
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Introduction

The Brawner Farm is a site of approximately 319 acres which lies in the northwest
corner of Manassas National Battlefield Park." The farm was the location of the
opening conflict of the Second Battle of Manassas, on August 28, 1862. This brief
but intense firefight occurred between Maj. Gen. Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s
wing of the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia and a portion of Brig. Gen.
Rufus King’s division of the Third Corps of the Union Army of Virginia. Fighting
continued on the farm over the next two days of the battle.

The site is referred to as the “Brawner Farm” after the tenant, John C. Brawner,
who occupied the farm at the time of the Second Battle of Manassas.” The farm
was owned by Augusta Douglas, the widow of George A. Douglas (d. 1856), who
had inherited it from his grandfather in 1846.> An antebellum farmhouse, Bachelor’s
Hall, anchored the right of the Confederate line on the evening of August 28, 1862.

Probably because it had been heavily damaged in the battle, the original, large
Georgian-derived house appears to have been taken down, and sometime between
1865 and 1895, when William D. Davis purchased the farm, another, smaller structure
was built in its place. This second house appears to have been a one and one-half
story structure that dated to the eighteenth or early nineteenth century, and was
probably moved to the site. In 1904/05, William Davis enlarged this older structure
to two full stories and built a new two-story ell to the south. Even though John
Brawner probably never lived in any part of the existing house, for convenience this
document refers to it as the “Brawner house” and the site as the “Brawner Farm.”

Objectives

The purpose of the Brawner Farm Cultural Landscape Report is to investigate and
record the site’s historic and existing landscape conditions, to assess the integrity
of the current landscape, and to make treatment recommendations for its future
development and interpretation. The 1983 General Management Plan for the park
identifies Brawner Farm as the primary interpretive site for the Second Battle of
Manassas.* The battle fought here briefly but violently disrupted the uneventful
daily life of this small, not very prosperous farm. The CLR attempts to determine
what remains of the landscape conditions existing at the time of the war. It also
analyzes the historic use of this site as a typical agricultural landscape of the
Virginia Piedmont.

Study Boundaries

The study area of this report includes parcels from three tracts: the property north
of Route 29 (Lee Highway/Warrenton Turnpike), owned by George and Augusta

Douglas and rented during the war by John Brawner (another 21 acres were added
at the farm’s northwest corner in 1918 by the Davises)’; the 23-acre triangular piece
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south of Route 29 (historically part of the Douglas/Brawner farm, and also part of
the Davis property until the 1980s)% and a tract of 46 acres located immediately
southwest of the Douglas/Brawner farm, purchased by the government from Dorothy
Abbott and previously owned by the Swart family. The Swart tract originally formed
part of the William Cundiff farm (Meadowville), which lay mostly south of Route 29.
The study boundaries encompass about 390 acres. (Exhibit A)

The properties north of Route 29 were included within the 1980 legislated boundary
adjustment and were acquired by National Park Service in 1985. The triangular
portion of the historic farm was acquired in 1988 along with the Stuart’s Hill tract
under a legislative taking.

The western edge of the study area is bounded by Pageland Lane. The northern and
eastern edges correspond to the boundary of the historic Douglas/ Brawner tract.
At the southeast, the boundary line extends below Route 29, then returns to follow
the north edge of Route 29 to its intersection with Pageland Lane.

General Description

Manassas National Battlefield Park is a National Park Service unit of approximately
5072 acres that includes the sites of two major Civil War battles: the First Battle of
Manassas, fought on July 21, 1861, and the Second Battle of Manassas, fought August
28-30,1862. The park has been listed on the National Register of Historic Places as
the Manassas National Battlefield Park National Register Historic District since 1966.
The nomination was revised in 1981 and again in 2004. The entire historic district
encompasses approximately 6421 acres, including some land outside the authorized
boundaries of the park. Within the authorized boundaries are about 500 acres
owned by private individuals and the Commonwealth of Virginia. Additionally, there
are a few areas surrounded by park land but not authorized for future acquisition,
such as Stonewall Memory Gardens and the Zouave Hills Estates, which thus lie
outside the authorized boundary. Most of the park lies within Prince William
County, although a few acres east of the Stone Bridge extend into Fairfax County.
The stream known as Bull Run borders the park’s eastern boundary, separating
Prince William and Fairfax counties. A tributary stream called Catharpin Run flows
to the north of the park, through the area historically known as Sudley or Sudley
Springs. Another tributary stream, Youngs Branch, meanders across

the park west to east.

The 2004 revision of the nomination included information on lands acquired

since 1981, including Brawner Farm, Stuart’s Hill, Portici, and adjacent properties
associated with the Second Battle of Manassas, such as areas west of Pageland Lane,
portions of Stony Ridge north of the park, as well as some lands outside park bound-
aries — all lands that were important to the Second Battle of Manassas. The 1981
nomination included the Brawner Farm because it lay within the area authorized

for acquisition by the Manassas National Battlefield Park Amendments of 1980
passed by Congress.
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Manassas National Battlefield Park is crossed by two highways, U.S. Route 29 (his-
toric Warrenton Turnpike), running east-west, and State Route 234 (historic Sudley
Springs Road, also called Sudley Mill Road or simply the Sudley Road), running
north-south. These two roads divide the park into four quadrants. The Brawner
Farm site is located in the park’s northwest corner, adjoining the Lucinda Dogan
farm to the east, and Stuart’s Hill, the site of Robert E. Lee’s headquarters during
Second Manassas, to the south across Route 29.

The park encompasses portions of three huge tracts of land patented by one

of the wealthiest and most powerful landowners of colonial Virginia, Robert “King”
Carter: Great (Upper) Bull Run and Lower Bull Run, both acquired by Carter in 1724,
and Middle Bull Run, acquired in 1729. The park’s northwest quadrant includes
lands from the Great and Middle Bull Run tracts. Together, Great and Middle Bull
Run included 41,660 acres, and Lower Bull Run - south of the stream known as
Youngs Branch — encompassed an additional 6030 acres. Featherbed Lane marks the
historic border between the Great and Middle Bull Run tracts.

Methodology

This Cultural Landscape Report has been prepared by a two-person team from
the Lands, Resources and Planning Division of the National Capital Region of
the National Park Service: Judith Earley, Historical Landscape Architect, and Kay
Fanning, Cultural Landscape Historian. They were assisted by Maureen Joseph,
Regional Historical Landscape Architect, and Elizabeth Henderson, National
Council of Preservation Education (NCPE) Graphics Intern.

The team conducted field surveys of the study area, and were assisted by the
Regional Archeologist and park staff on several occasions. Extensive primary and
secondary research was conducted at the following repositories: files and other hold-
ings at the library and Resource Management Office of Manassas National Battlefield
Park (soldiers’ battle recollections, Brawner Farm files, tract files, aerial photos);
Technical Information Center, National Capital Region, National Park Service (LCS
field notes, copies of reports on Manassas National Battlefield Park and its holdings);
office files, Cultural Landscapes Program, National Capital Region, NPS (office files
on Manassas National Battlefield Park cultural landscape projects, also park reports);
National Archives and Records Center, Washington, D.C. (copies of war claims from
the Southern War Claims commission were obtained from NARA by previous
researchers); Library of Congress, Geography and Maps Division (Civil War maps);
RELIC (the Virginia Room) and other holdings at Bull Run Regional Library, Prince
William County (land tax assessments, 1782-1861); County Archives, Prince William
County Courthouse (land tax assessments, 1865-1900, deeds and wills, nineteenth
century); County Records, Prince William County Courthouse (land tax assess-
ments, 1900-1958).

The team analyzed the extensive secondary information existing for Manassas
National Battlefield Park: Cultural Landscape Inventories for Northwest Quadrant,

4 Brawner Farm Cultural Landscape Report









Northeast Quadrant, and Southern Portion; Environmental Assessments; archeologi-
cal reports; architectural studies of the house; and the current draft National Register
nomination for the historic district. Also examined were reports and studies on

the Civil War, the Second Battle of Manassas, and on the battle of Brawner Farm
specifically; soldiers’ accounts of the Brawner Farm battle; historic and current maps;
historic and aerial photographs; state and county histories; agricultural histories and
historic agricultural treatises; and studies of farm buildings. Tax, will, and population
and agricultural census information for the former owners of the tracts, and John
Brawner’s War Claim, were reviewed through photocopies in the collections of the
Cultural Landscape Program files and in original books and microfilm held at the
repositories listed above.
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Endnotes, Introduction

I The 319-acre figure is the often-quoted acreage for the Brawner Farm. Research conducted for this
report at park headquarters and the regional offices of the National Park Service reveals that a truer
acreage for the land included within the boundaries of the farm, including a triangular parcel south of
Route 29, is closer to 344 acres.

2 The first document to refer to the site and the action that occurred there as “Brawner Farm” is Alan
T. Nolan’s The Iron Brigade: A Military History (Bloomington, Indiana: Indiana University Press, 1961):
see p. 315, endnote 1.

3 The name appears as both “Douglas” and “Douglass” in official documents. “Douglas” is the form
used throughout this report because this is the spelling used in the wills of George and Augusta Douglas
and in county tax records from the mid-1870s on.

4 Ann van Huizen et al., “Development Concept Plan, Environmental Assessment, Manassas National
Battlefield Park, Brawner Farm Site” (February 1989): v. Hereinafter “DCP/EA.”

5 When the Brawner Farm property was purchased by the NPS in 1985, it included the 21-acre parcel
but not 23 acres south of Route 29. A seven-acre right-of-way that was the route of a railroad begun
in the 1850s but never completed runs through this part of the farm and has been included in acreage
figures given here.

6 This parcel had been sold by the Davises to the Marriott Corporation but was eventually acquired
by NPS.
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Introduction

On the evening of August 28, 1862, a violent battle erupted on the small Virginia farm
rented by a sixty-four-year-old man, John Brawner." Troops from the Confederacy’s
Stonewall Brigade and five other brigades faced the Union’s Black Hat Brigade

(soon to become known as the Iron Brigade) and elements of Abner Doubleday’s
brigade, standing as close as 8o yards apart on the hill near Brawner’s dwelling and
firing at each other point-blank for 8o minutes in a battle that has been described as
“one of the fiercest firefights of the Civil War”> The battle of Brawner Farm was the
opening salvo of the Second Battle of Manassas, which raged over the next two days
on lands to the east and south of the Brawner Farm. The Southern victory at Second
Manassas opened the way for Gen. Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia to
advance into the north.> The violence of these few hours interrupted the uneventful
pattern of life on this quiet farm, briefly transforming it into the fulcrum of the

Civil War.

The Brawner Farm has remained in continuous agricultural use from the eighteenth
century to the present day. The property rented by John Brawner in the 1860s was a
small portion of a vast tract patented in the 1720s by the Virginia land baron, Robert
“King” Carter, to his sons and grandsons. The farm lay in the northernmost part of
the Carter holdings, which encompassed thousands of acres and stretched over 12
counties. Over the years the original Carter tract was subdivided and passed down
through generations of heirs. George Tennille purchased a couple of tracts totaling
about 370 acres in the late eighteenth century (see Appendix A). The farm remained
in the Tennille family for most of the nineteenth century, inherited by Tennille’s
grandson, George Douglas, and then by Douglas’s wife, Augusta, who rented the
property to several tenants, first among them John Brawner. In the 189os the
Douglases’s son, Pendleton, sold the farm to William Davis, and it remained in the
Davis family until 1985, when it was formally acquired by the National Park Service.
Part of the land is still farmed under a hay lease.

Spear points and other prehistoric artifacts have been found near the house.

The relatively high elevation of this south end of Stony Ridge and the location of

a spring would have made the site appealing to Native Americans. Signs of historic
activity can still be seen in patterns remaining on the Brawner Farm landscape, in
fencelines and hedgerows, and in lines and piles of fieldstones. The extant house,
almost certainly a post-war structure, marks the general site of the original antebel-
lum dwelling, known as Bachelor’s Hall. Clustered around the house, particularly
to the west, north, and east, lie the foundation remains of numerous outbuildings.
Rusted, broken farm equipment still litters the historic farmstead and barnyard.

Pre-European Settlement

In Piedmont Virginia, Native American villages were usually situated along water-
courses or near sources of water. Evidence of prehistoric camps and lithic scatters
have been found in the park, and evidence of prehistoric use has been found on the
Brawner site a short distance from the house. The proximity of a spring would have
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made this a desirable location. (See Analysis and Evaluation: Archeology.) No other
information is available about prehistoric habitation of the area.

Early Settlement, 1700s

The first Europeans in Virginia settled in the Tidewater area of the Coastal Plain.
Typically, land in Northern Virginia was granted in patents of 500 to 5000 acres or
more. Within three years after a patent was issued, an owner was required to clear

at least an acre, build a house, and occupy, or “seat,” his land. The actual resident
could be someone other than the owner; planters often bought large parcels and paid
for the passage of indentured servants from Europe.

The plantations of the wealthiest men were oriented to major rivers, such as the
Potomac and James. These estates had private docks where imported goods could
be received and products from the plantation could be loaded directly onto ships
bound for Europe. Spurred by exploration and trade with Indians, settlement in
Virginia spread west and north along navigable waterways.

The large tobacco plantation formed the economic basis of colonial Tidewater
Virginia. Tobacco provided the main source of wealth, although long-term growth
of tobacco led to poor crops. It was believed that tobacco damaged the soil through
“exhaustion,” or depleting soil of nutrients (however, the cause more likely was an
abundance of fungi, nematodes, and other microscopic pests, whose growth is
encouraged by monocultures).” Tobacco monoculture also caused the erosion of
topsoil, which washed into streams and rivers and was deposited as silt. Depleted
agricultural lands were often simply abandoned and subsequently became over-
grown by successional vegetation.

Many farmers moved west to the Piedmont, an area which tended to have smaller
landholdings and a more diversified economy. While Piedmont farmers grew
tobacco for cash, they also raised corn, wheat, and smaller amounts of other grains,
such as oats and rye. They probably cultivated orchards for fruit, grew vegetables
and small crops of potatoes for home consumption, raised livestock, and harvested
timber from their woodlands. The expansion of tobacco cultivation into western
areas of Virginia required the establishment of permanent port towns on the
Potomac River where the crop could be inspected and stored prior to shipping.
The most important of these early port towns was Dumfries, the seat of Prince
William County from 1759-1822.

In the early eighteenth century, the future Prince William County — then part of
Stafford County — lay in Lord Fairfax’s Northern Neck proprietary. In 1730, the
northern part of Stafford County, containing present-day Fairfax, Arlington,
Fauquier, and Loudoun counties, was renamed Prince William County. At its
southern end, a settlement of Scottish merchants and wealthy Virginia planters was
established on Quantico Creek, which extended in a natural harbor for several miles
west from its mouth at the Potomac River. The settlement, known as Dumfries, was
chartered in May 1749, the same month as the town of Alexandria, located on

Chapter 1: Site History 11



Figure 1. A portion of
the Nine Sheet Map
(1827), showing the

Manassas area near the
center of the image.
Various nearby land-

marks include Bull Run
Mountain, Catharpin
Creek, Haymarket, New
Market, and Centreville.
(from Harrison,
Landmarks of

Old Prince William,
1924, reissued 1987)
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Hunting Creek, about 20 miles north of Dumfries.® By the mid-eighteenth century,
Dumfries had become one of the busiest ports in Virginia, particularly for tobacco.

Dumfries competed with other ports for trade from the Shenandoah Valley and the
Piedmont counties of Fairfax, Loudoun, Fauquier, and Culpeper, and monopolized
trade from Prince William.

Early Virginia roads generally followed existing Indian trails, although they were
expanded in areas to provide access to shipping and wharves. The most important
north-south road through the Piedmont was the Carolina Road, which ran through
colonial Prince William County from the Rappahannock River north to the settle-
ment of Haymarket, then passed east of the Bull Run Mountains to Leesburg. Rolling
roads, over which hogsheads of tobacco were rolled to market, were built to follow
creeks and ridges. Three main roads connected the inland plantations to the
Tidewater ports of Dumfries, Colchester, and Alexandria. From Dumfries, the
Dumfries Road ran northwest to the mountains, passing through the Piedmont area
of Prince William County, still frontier land in the eighteenth century. A north branch
of the road led through Gainesville and Haymarket to Thoroughfare Gap.” (Figure 1)

From the seventeenth century, tobacco dominated Virginia trade and agriculture by
virtue of the high price it could command. Pork was also an important export com-
modity, while corn was favored over wheat as the primary grain crop for human con-
sumption. Slowly, however, from the late seventeenth into the eighteenth century,
Virginia saw a rise in the production and export of wheat: “the outstanding economic
phenomenon in eighteenth-century Virginia was the change of staple in the Piedmont
counties from tobacco to wheat.”® Wheat could be milled into flour, a product more
easily transported over land than tobacco.

12 Brawner Farm Cultural Landscape Report



Immigrant farmers from Pennsylvania moving into the Shenandoah Valley after 1730
brought with them a preference for raising grains, and “their practice spread from
one small farm to another across the Blue Ridge and into the Piedmont.”® Grains
were an important crop in Loudoun and upper Fauquier counties from their incep-
tion, and from there grain production moved south into the Tidewater tobacco lands.
A growing English demand for American grain also encouraged its production.

From the third quarter of the eighteenth century, mills were built along watercourses
to convert wheat into flour. Mills helped determine the routes along which turnpikes
were built. Conestoga wagons hauled wheat to the mills, and then carried the milled
flour to markets in the Tidewater. Perhaps the earliest and most important was
Chapman’s Mill (later renamed Beverley Mill) on Broad Run in the Thoroughfare
Gap. Both Chapman’s Mill and Carter’s Mill at Sudley were probably in operation

as early as 1760; Chapman’s Mill may even have been established in the 1740s.”

By the late eighteenth century, Dumfries had entered a slow and sustained decline.
In just a few decades the Dumfries harbor had become filled with silt washed off
tobacco farms. Also, the town failed to make the transition from shipping tobacco
to shipping wheat. Alexandria, however, realized the importance of this transition
in the state’s agriculture, and created improved highways running from the
Shenandoah Valley and the Piedmont counties to encourage the transport of wheat
flour. Alexandria soon replaced Dumfries as a major port for national and interna-
tional trade."

Much of Prince William County from the early eighteenth century was owned by
the immensely wealthy Robert “King” Carter (1663-1732), of Corotoman plantation
in Lancaster County. One of the most prominent figures in colonial Virginia, Carter
served as a member of the House of Burgesses and Acting Governor of Virginia in
1726. He was twice named land agent for Lord Fairfax’s Northern Neck Proprietary,
a position which enabled him to secure enormous tracts of land for himself and his
family. When he died in 1732, Carter left his heirs over 300,000 acres and more than
1000 slaves, and “his plantation empire stretched from the Tidewater to the foothills

M2

of the Appalachians:

In 1724, King Carter acquired the Bull Run tract in Stafford County, comprised of
Great and Middle Bull Run. He patented the tract in the names of two of his sons,
including Landon of Sabine Hall, Richmond County, and five of his grandsons.

In 1729, Carter purchased Lower Bull Run, south of the stream known as Youngs
Branch. Great and Middle Bull Run together included 41,660 acres, while Lower
Bull Run encompassed an additional 6030 acres.” (Featherbed Lane today marks
the historic border between the Great and Middle Bull Run tracts.) Landon Carter
received all of the Middle Bull Run tract.

Before 1723, the year he was named agent for the second time, King Carter had
acquired operating Tidewater plantations. Soon after 1723, he surveyed and patented
huge tracts of unimproved lands in the Piedmont and the Shenandoah Valley: almost
90,000 acres running up the north-south spine of Prince William County, from south
of Brentsville to the head of the Bull Run valley; almost 53,000 acres in Fairfax and
Loudoun counties; 58,000 acres above the Shenandoah River; and additional tracts
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Figure 2. A portion of
the map by John Henry
(1770), showing the
counties of Virginia at
that time and various
landmarks. The Carter
lands along Bull Run are
shown below the Bull
Run Mountains near the
top of the image.

(from Harrison,
Landmarks of OId Prince
William, p. 560)
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encompassing two strate-
gically important gaps

in the Blue Ridge moun-
tains. Such manorial
patents by Carter and his
wealthy contemporaries
inhibited small freehold
farmers from settling

in the Piedmont; large
proprietors wanted to
lease their land, while
most settlers hoped to
buy, and therefore moved

beyond the Piedmont to
the valley.*

However, the Carters succeeded in leasing some of their western Virginia lands to
tenant farmers during the first half of the century. Between 1760 and 1770, John and
Landon Carter — grandsons of King Carter, and sons of Landon Carter of Sabine Hall
— migrated from the Tidewater to the family lands in Prince William and Fairfax coun-
ties. (Figure 2) John Carter (1739-1789) settled north of the confluence of Bull and
Catharpin runs on a plantation known as Sudley, and began building a large manor
house about 1760. Landon Carter II (c. 1738-1801) inherited the Middle Bull Run
tract and established the estate known as Pittsylvania (house built 1765).5

John Carter of Sudley built a large flour mill, the Sudley Mill, along Catharpin Run in
1760. Along with the larger Chapman’s Mill on Broad Run in Thoroughfare Gap, the
Sudley Mill formed a vital cog in the region’s economy, important to internal trade
within the colonies and export trade with England.” Sudley Mill ground flour
brought from three adjoining counties, Fairfax, Fauquier, and Loudoun. Carter may
have also built a saw mill at Sudley at this time, and probably a blacksmith’s shop and
a general store were built in association also.”

By the end of the eighteenth century, 50 grist and saw mills stood in Prince William
County.® Small settlements, typically composed of a few dwellings and the shops of
merchants and craftsmen, had begun to grow up at crossroads to serve the needs of
farmers. The settlement known as Sudley developed around the mill. Another
nearby hamlet was New Market. Fords were created along Bull Run where its typi-
cally steep and high banks were low enough to permit passage. The two major market
towns for Sudley farmers were Alexandria, 21 miles to the east, and Dumfries, 18 miles
to the south.

Large landholders dominated agriculture in the Sudley area until the mid-nineteenth
century. Most were Carter relatives or descendants; these families included the
Henrys, Balls, and Chinns. From the early eighteenth century, the lands around
Sudley were gradually cleared of forest cover and cultivated for agriculture, primarily
for the raising of tobacco, although other staple crops were grown as well. Slaves pro-
vided labor. Grains began to supplant tobacco from the mid-eighteenth century.”
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In Virginia, two methods were commonly used to manage huge tracts of land: either
small plantations, usually about 1000 acres in size, would be established as a basic
operating unit to produce a staple money crop, or the land would be divided into
tracts for rent. Wooded areas were usually left along streams and in rocky areas.
These woodlots formed an integral part of the plantation economy; they provided
renewable timber for the construction of buildings and fences, and firewood to burn
or sell. The importance of woodlots and orchards to the local economy is apparent
from early years.”

Farm roads led from plantation houses to the surrounding tobacco fields, then con-
nected with public roads that ran to commercial districts. Most local roads developed
along property boundaries. A north-south road leading to the Sudley Mill ran through
the Pittsylvania tract, following the edges of crop fields and woodlands.

Subdivision of Sudley Lands, 1800-1820

Much of the Carter property in the Sudley area was subdivided after 1800, with some
land sold outside the family. A number of more modest houses were built on these
smaller tracts, generally situated on hilltops overlooking pastures and croplands.
These houses include Peach Grove, Meadowville, Portici, Spring Hill Farm, Hazel
Plain, Rosefield, and Bachelor’s Hall, all of which stood on lands within the present
boundaries of Manassas National Battlefield Park.” (Figure 3)

In these years, most farm properties in the Sudley area were organized in a similar
manner. Near the main dwelling stood slave quarters and various outbuildings.
Each farm typically had an orchard and vegetable garden, areas for livestock, and a
family cemetery.”

The marketing and transport of wheat and other grains required improved roads,
and turnpikes were built across the county to connect western farms with port cities.

Figure 3. Portici, built
by Spencer Ball in the
1820s. This image also
illustrates the variety
of fence types used
on farms in the
Manassas area.
(Library of Congress)
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Figure 4. View of the
Stone House from the
southwest, March 1862.
Note the stake-
and-rider fence in the
foreground.

(Manassas NBP)

The Fauquier and Alexandria Turnpike, begun in 1812, linked the western part of
Prince William County with the Potomac River port. Known as the Warrenton
Turnpike, the new road spurred development along its corridor and replaced the
Warrenton, Alexandria and Washington Road (now Balls Ford Road) as the main
route to Alexandria.

The first ten miles of the turnpike ran from Little River Turnpike at Germantown,
about a mile west of Fairfax Court House, to Bull Run, located south of Sudley.

In 1815, the roadway was extended about two miles west of its intersection with
Sudley Mill Road. Within a few years, citizens in the Sudley area registered com-
plaints about its poor condition, saying that travelers were often forced to go through
fields and woods to avoid the muddy road entirely. The turnpike company made
improvements between November 1823 and October 1824, macadamizing the road
surface, building Stone Bridge where the turnpike crossed over Bull Run, and setting
up toll gates every five miles. The third toll gate from Fairfax stood south of the
intersection with Sudley Mill Road; the Stone House was probably built opposite the
road to the north in the 1840s. (Figure 4) Post-and-rail and worm fences, con-
structed of chestnut, oak, and cedar, ran along the turnpike.”?

By 1827, regular twice-weekly stagecoach runs were begun between Alexandria and
the Orange County Courthouse, about 70 miles to the southwest, well beyond the
end of turnpike.* The turnpike had been extended to Warrenton by 1828. The
Sudley Mill Road connected Sudley with New Market, less than two miles south of
the turnpike. (See Figure 1) Further west, a crossroads village called Groveton
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developed at the intersection of the turnpike and the Groveton-Sudley Road,
adjoining the outbuildings of Henry Dogan’s plantation, Peach Grove.

The turnpike served “three general forms of transport”: drovers herded cattle,
sheep, and swine, wagons transported agricultural products, and stagecoaches
carried people.® Distinct service facilities grew up to meet the needs of each.
Drovers’ taverns and wagon stands catered primarily to the needs of animals, while
stagecoach taverns provided simple food and lodging for travelers, along with fresh
relays of horses. The Stone House may have been built as a tavern. New towns,
larger than the crossroads settlements, grew up along the turnpike.

The nineteenth century saw new growth in the Sudley area. The first church,

Sudley Methodist, was a brick structure built in 1822. Between 1835 and 1843 a
sawmill, a new gristmill, and a miller’s house rose on nearby Catharpin Run.”

A store, blacksmith shop, wheelwright shop, and a few dwellings also stood in Sudley.
Three roads led to the mill: Sudley Mill Road, Groveton-Sudley Road, and Pageland
Lane. Two nearby fords provided passage to lands north of Catharpin Run.

Agricultural Improvements, 1820-1861

The population growth of eastern Virginia dropped rapidly after 1820, in part
because of declining agricultural yields caused by soil erosion and exhaustion.”
Many Virginians migrated west into the Piedmont, the Shenandoah Valley, or into
the far western part of the state (which, because of disagreement over Virginia’s
secession, became the separate state of West Virginia in 1863); others left the state
entirely for regions further south and west. Virginia’s proportion of the country’s
population also declined: “Until 1820, Virginia had the largest population in the
Union, but in that year it fell to second place, and by 1860 had skidded to fifth>**
The population of Prince William County fell, from 11,615 in 1790 to 9,320 in 1830,
and the county court was moved from Dumfries to Brentsville in 1822. An agricul-
tural depression followed a financial panic in 1837. The population of blacks, both
slave and free, also dwindled. As farms passed down through generations, their
size shrank.” Northern farmers began to emigrate to Virginia since cheap land
was available.

Eventually, improved agricultural techniques — deep plowing, crop rotation and
diversification, and the addition of gypsum, compost, guano, marl, and other
fertilizers — led to a marked improvement in farm productivity. Tobacco became
supplanted by grains, primarily wheat, but also corn, rye, and oats. Farmers raised
more livestock for meat, dairy products, and wool, kept bees for honey, and planted
orchards. Diversification allowed farms to be productive throughout much of the
agricultural year. Virginia agriculture began to flourish once again in the 1840s

and 1850s.°
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Coming of Railways
to the Manassas/Sudley Area

As the turnpike had 4o years earlier, the creation of rail lines in the mid-nineteenth
century spurred economic growth and encouraged settlement in the Sudley area.
While rail transportation lowered the price of transporting goods to market and
delivering fertilizer to farmers, it undermined the economic advantages of
transporting crops via turnpikes and brought an end to the businesses that served
turnpike traffic. In 1836, a rail connection was laid from Winchester to the Baltimore
& Ohio line at Harpers Ferry, weakening Alexandria’s flour trade, which was
dependent on roads.”

The first rail line in the Sudley area was the Orange and Alexandria, chartered in 1847,
which ran from Gordonsville in Orange County through a village known as Tudor
Hall, several miles south of Sudley, to Alexandria. In 1850, the Virginia General
Assembly authorized the creation of the Manassas Gap Railroad to connect with the
Orange and Alexandria at Tudor Hall, which became known as Manassas Junction.

The Manassas Gap line passed through Gainesville, then on through Thoroughfare
Gap in the Bull Run Mountains before terminating at Harrisonburg in the
Shenandoah Valley. The rail line provided a route into the valley, and enabled
products from the valley to be shipped to the port at Alexandria. Shipping costs

on the new line were high, however, and the Manassas Gap Railroad Company began
to build their own line, the “Independent Line,” to replace the original stretch of the
Orange and Alexandria Railroad. The new line was to extend from Gainesville to
Sudley, where it crossed Bull Run, and then meandered through Fairfax County
before terminating in Alexandria, at Jones’ Point on the Potomac River.*

The company acquired lands for the new line in 1854, including an 8o-feet-wide
corridor passing through several farms near Sudley (among them the Douglas,
Dogan, Newman, and Cundiff tracts), crossing the prominent elevation known as
Stony Ridge or Sudley Mountain.”» The grade cut diagonally across the north end

of the Douglas/Brawner Farm. Most construction stone was probably taken from
quarries along the route, including the small quarry on the Douglas/Brawner Farm.
Workers cleared trees along this corridor and built a series of cuts and fills to achieve
an even, gradual grade.

The grade was completed to Alexandria in 1858, but soon after the Manassas Gap
Railroad Company went bankrupt. It later merged with the Orange and Alexandria
Railroad. Work on the railroad bed was abandoned, although the grade was left for
future use.*

The importance of the Manassas railroad junction — the “only link to southern
supplies” — made it a prime target of military activity during the war. Lee
recognized the village’s vulnerability and ordered that it be fortified. The Union
army’s occupation of Alexandria, the terminus of the Orange and Alexandria line,
forced Confederate troops to withdraw to Manassas.*
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Brawner Farm Site -
George Tennille
Ownership

Sometime between 1789

and 1800, Revolutionary war
veteran George Tennille
purchased a patent for 208
acres west of the Henry
Dogan lands at the southern
end of Stony Ridge.** In 1800,
Tennille bought another

165 acres from Mann Page
bordering Catharpin Run.”
Although the two tracts were
listed in the 1800 land tax
assessments as a single
property of 373 acres worth
$846.71, they were not
contiguous: the 165-acre tract

was located west of Pageland
Lane and the 208 acre-parcel was located east of Pageland Lane. This 208-acre tract
became the southern half of the Brawner Farm site. (Figure 5) It is not known if
there were then any buildings standing on his land. (Three years later, Tennille
acquired a third, 70-acre tract from a man by the name of Feagan. In 1822 or 1823

he bought a fourth tract of 103 acres from Brasfield and Fortune which had no
buildings. Both these tracts were in the same area as the first two, but it appears
that neither became part of the Brawner Farm.)

There is no clear indication of when a house was first built on Tennille’s property,
but he is noted in tax records as living on the 373-acre tract by 1815; most likely his
home was on the 208-acre parcel. The value of the 373-acre tract remained stable
until 1820, a year which saw a sharp rise in value per acre (presumably throughout
Prince William County); that year, it increased in value from $2.27 per acre to $15.
Also in 1820, buildings were first listed as a separate item in the tax records, and the
value of the structure or structures on Tennille’s 373-acre tract was set at $1200.
About 1821 or 1822, Tennille purchased a fifth tract, of 110 acres, from a man named
Newman, directly north of 208-acre tract and valued at $10 per acre (when it was
purchased the Newman tract comprised 180 acres, but by the next year this had
dropped to 110). The Newman tract later formed the north half of the Brawner Farm
site. It had no buildings. Tennille appears to have sold 10 acres of the Newman tract
between 1828 and 1830, reducing that tract to 100 acres. By 1826, buildings worth
$100 had been erected on the tract purchased from Newman, and its per-acre value
rose gradually from $10 to $11 to $12 by 1830.%*

The valuation for all Tennille’s properties remained more or less the same until 1839,
when a county-wide reassessment following the depression of 1837 reduced the value
of Tennille’s land and buildings.* His five tracts, which had been treated as separate
items in the tax records, were now consolidated into one tract of 629 3/4 acres,

Figure 5. Plats of
George Tennille’s 208-
acre tract and his later
180-acre tract have
been projected from
deed documents and
superimposed onto the
1981 aerial. Numbers
correspond with angles
and lengths of each
boundary line.
Notations such as
"swamp corner” and
“mill road” are also
taken from the deeds.
Owners of neighboring
properties were
identified for the
180-acre tract as
Tennille, Hooe, and
Dogan.The locations of
the property boundaries
are approximate.
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worth $6.25 per acre and with buildings worth $60o0. However, this value relative to
the rest of the county was still high; it was in the 8oth percentile, while the earlier
value of $1200 was in the 7oth percentile.*

George Tennille died in 1840 and the estate passed as a life interest to his wife, Sarah.
An inventory of Tennille’s property, dated July 9, 1840, gives his net worth as $769.75,
and shows that he owned a total of 10 horses, a bull and 14 cows, calves, and heifers,
40 sheep, and 39 hogs. The estate remained intact and stable in value until Sarah
Tennille’s death in 1846. At that time, 322 1/2 acres of the 629 3/4 acre estate, includ-
ing the $600 worth of buildings, passed in fee to their grandson, George A. Douglas.
Douglas inherited the house with all its furnishings, farming implements, two horses,
three cows, 10 sheep, and 10 hogs. He was also left six slaves, four adults and two
children.*

George A. Douglas came from Baltimore County, Maryland, and first appears on the
Prince William County Personal Property Tax Rolls in 1841, the land tax assessments

in 1847, and the Agricultural Census in 1850. Douglas’s wife, Augusta, owned 43 acres
within a mile of the Tennille tract. No structures stood on her parcel, and its precise

location is not known.*

The value of George Douglas’s land and buildings began to fluctuate a couple of
years after his inheritance. In 1849, the land had fallen to $5 an acre and the buildings
abruptly lost two-thirds of their value, falling from $600 to $200. Assessments then
rose back to their previous level the following year before changing once more in
1851, when land values rose to $7 per acre while the value of the buildings sank back
to $200, rising in 1852 to $250, where they remained through 1856. Land values
remained at $7 from 1851 through 1856.

Information on the appearance and structure of the original house comes primarily
from archeological evidence. It apparently faced south, towards the turnpike, and
seems to have been a two-and-a-half-story, double-pile, central-hall house on a
stone foundation with two chimneys at either end, suggesting that it was a
Georgian-inspired structure. (See Analysis and Evaluation: Archeology and Buildings
and Structures)

There are today sufficient remains of outbuildings and other features of the land-
scape surrounding the Brawner house to hypothesize what the farmyard’s appear-
ance may have been at the time of the war, during the ownership of Douglas (see
Analysis and Evaluation: Buildings and Structures). (Figure 6) Apparently a farmyard
of an acre or so was established around the house. Several things suggest the farm-
yard was fenced: the remains of fencelines on west, north, and south sides; the refer-
ence to an enclosure in one of the post-battle accounts, and the appearance of what
may be an enclosure on the 1937 aerial photograph; and the typical practice among
farms in the area of the battlefield. The northern third of the farmyard was a work
area where outbuildings serving a variety of purposes were erected. Outbuildings
may have included a springhouse (perhaps also functioning as a dairy), a wagon or
carriage house, a smokehouse, and a privy. A small, detached structure — possibly a
kitchen, slave quarters, or kitchen/slave quarters — stood west of the house.
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A farm road led from the Warrenton Turnpike past the east side of the house. Several
hundred feet to the northeast stood a double-crib barn. A large fenced barnyard may
have occupied the land between the barn and the farmhouse.

The Bachelor’s Hall farm included 275 acres of improved and 50 acres of unim-
proved land. The 1850 Agricultural Census records that the farm produced 180
bushels of wheat, 200 bushels of Indian corn, 150 bushels of oats, 30 bushels of Irish
potatoes, 10 bushels of buckwheat, 10 pounds of wool, and 100 pounds of butter.
(Buckwheat and Irish potatoes were used for human consumption and also for
feeding swine.) Douglas owned 22 hogs, 12 sheep, six horses, three milk cows, two
oxen, and five other cattle. The farm was worth $1250, including $30 of farming
equipment. Most likely there would have been a kitchen garden and an orchard near
the house; there is cartographic and textual evidence that an orchard stood immedi-
ately west of the house, probably behind the detached kitchen.®

George Douglas died in 1856 and Augusta inherited the property. In 1857 she rented
the farm to a tenant, John C. Brawner. Augusta Douglas and Brawner never drew up
a formal rental contract, but agreed that Brawner would pay an annual rent of $150
and/or some portion of his harvest (it is not clear whether this was one-third, which
seems most likely, or two-thirds).*# Augusta Douglas moved three miles down the
turnpike to live with her mother in Gainesville. At some point she was married again
to a man whose last name was Lynn.

John Brawner, born in Maryland in 1799, had moved to Prince William County in
1806. He and his wife Jane never owned land, but they possessed one slave. They

Figure 6. The Matthews
farm, c. 1861, showing
what may have been
the typical layout of the
yards surrounding farm-
houses in the Manassas
area. Note the stake-
and-rider fence in the
foreground and the
picket fence around the
house.. (Manassas
National Battlefield Park
Library Files - to be
determined)

Chapter 1: Site History 21


https://kitchen.43

were living in the Groveton area by 1850. At the time they moved to Bachelor’s Hall,
the Brawners had five adult children living with them.*

The Brawners cultivated most of the improved land of the Bachelor’s Hall farm and
raised some livestock. By 1860, the farm had 300 improved and 46 unimproved acres.
The property value had risen to $2768, and there was $100 worth of farming equip-
ment. The Brawners raised 48 bushels of wheat, 300 bushels of corn, 100 bushels of
oats, 10 bushels of rye, 12 tons of hay, and two bushels of grass seed. They owned
nine swine, nine sheep, four horses, five milk cows, and nine other cattle. A woodlot
of about 45 acres was located at the southeast corner of the property. This woodlot —
later known as Brawner’s or Gibbon’s Woods — was to play a central role in the battle
of Brawner Farm.*

Civil War, 1861-1865

The First Battle of Manassas, 1861

On the eve of the Civil War, the Sudley area had 28 houses, a church, saw and
gristmills, shops for a cooper, a wheelwright, and a blacksmith, taverns, a post office,
stores and a school. A small cluster of buildings stood at the Groveton intersection.
Northwest of Groveton was Peach Grove, the Dogan property, which had a complex
of buildings with a small orchard.# (The house had burned in 1860.) Farmers
primarily grew grains, such as wheat, corn, oats, and rye. They kept bees and raised
sheep, swine, cattle, milk cows, oxen, and horses. Fields were worked by owners and
tenants as well as slaves.*

On April 17, 1861, the Commonwealth of Virginia passed an ordinance of secession,
severing its ties with the United States; and the next month, on May 23, Virginia
officially became part of the Confederacy. The opening shots of the Civil War rang
out at Fort Sumter, South Carolina, on April 12, 1861. Three months later, the first
major land battle of the war was fought about two miles east of the Brawner home,
on farms belonging to the Matthew, ]J. Dogan, Chinn, Robinson, F. Lewis, Van Pelt,
and Henry families.

Seeking to advance on Richmond, Federal forces attempted to capture the rail lines
supplying the Confederate Army. On July 21, the largest field army ever seen in North
America approached Manassas from Washington. At this early stage of the war, both
armies were composed of raw, inexperienced troops. The Confederate army under
Gen. PG.T. Beauregard was concentrated near Manassas Junction to protect the vital
rail center. They occupied the west side of Bull Run, building fortifications to guard
the fords, where the creek’s banks did not provide a good defensive position. Bull
Run’s many fords, however, made the stream difficult to guard effectively.*

The Federals planned to cross Bull Run at three points, Sudley Ford, Poplar Ford,
and the Stone Bridge on Warrenton Turnpike. Circling around the Confederate left
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and crossing Bull Run at Sudley Ford, the main Union column followed Sudley Mill
Road south towards Youngs Branch. Rebel troops, however, blocked the Union
advance, and battle ensued on the hill near the Matthews farmstead, north of the
Stone House at the intersection of Sudley Mill Road and the Warrenton Turnpike.
Eventually the smaller Confederate force retreated south, down the hill and across
Youngs Branch to the next ridge, where a farmstead belonging to the Henry family
stood. Southern troops held a line along the edge of pine thickets southeast of the
Henry House, placing their artillery on rising ground in front of their position.
Federal troops were positioned on Matthews Hill near the Dogan farm, Rosefield.
Advancing to Henry Hill, the Federals’ lack of experience became apparent; they
lost two batteries and their right began to crumble as the Confederates launched
counterattacks on their poorly coordinated brigades. The Union men beat a hasty,
disorderly retreat northeast across Bull Run, abandoning most of their equipment
and artillery, which the Rebels seized.*

Brawner Farm may have provided a local vantage point for watching the battle.
One spectator recalled: “we all went out on a high hill now known as the ‘Douglas
Heights, from the summit of which we could see distinctly to Centreville. . . .
When we reached the hill, quite a crowd of neighbors had already collected,
watching anxiously the movements of a flanking party of the Yankees.

The Second Battle of Manassas, 1862
In the months following the battle, little farming was done near Sudley. Farmers
abandoned their fields and went off to fight. Occupying Confederate soldiers cut

timber from the woodlots, stole stored crops, and damaged crops still growing in
the fields.

The following year, an even larger battle was waged over much of the same ground.
The opening conflict of the Second Battle of Manassas broke out on the Douglas
farm rented by John Brawner.”

In the summer of 1862, Robert E. Lee and his Army of Northern Virginia had scored
a succession of victories in the Virginia peninsula, and had succeeded in keeping the
Union army out of Richmond, the capital of the Confederacy.® Lee then reorganized
his army. He divided 70,000 men into 28 brigades under Gen. James Longstreet,
seven brigades under Gen. Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson, and two brigades of cavalry
under Maj. Gen. Jeb Stuart. They faced three Federal armies — The Army of the
Potomac under Gen. George B. McClellan, outside Richmond; the newly formed
Army of Virginia, under Gen. John Pope, in Northern Virginia; and an army under
Gen. Ambrose Burnside anchored in the James River. Pope had 77,779 soldiers
altogether in the Army of Virginia. Of these, 56,000 men were in eight divisions

of infantry and two brigades of cavalry totaling three corps under Generals Irvin
McDowell, Nathaniel P. Banks, and Franz Sigel.

Lee sought to protect the Confederate supply line, the Virginia Central rail line, and
to cut the Union supply line on the Orange & Alexandria. Lee wanted to strike Pope
and defeat him quickly before the other Union armies had time to join him.*
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Pope intended to move south down the Orange & Alexandria line to threaten the
Virginia Central, forcing Lee to withdraw men from the defense of Richmond and
leaving him open to attack by McClellan. Pope began to consolidate his forces.”»

On July 12, Federal forces occupied Culpeper, located on the Orange & Alexandria
line. Both the Orange & Alexandria and the Virginia Central passed through
Gordonsville, 30 miles from Culpeper, so the following day, Lee sent Jackson to
occupy Gordonsville before Pope could move there. Jackson succeeded in reaching
Gordonsville first, on July 19.%

On August 9, Jackson and his men crossed the Rapidan and headed north to attack
Pope in Culpeper. Banks advanced his two divisions to engage him. The opposing
forces met at Cedar Mountain, eight miles southwest of Culpeper, where Jackson
succeeded in pushing back the Union troops under Banks. Upon the arrival of
Union reinforcements, Jackson withdrew across the Rapidan and returned to
Gordonsville. Since he had not stopped Pope, the Virginia Central line was still
vulnerable.”

Learning that Burnside and McClellan were moving their armies up the Potomac
towards Washington, Lee concluded that Pope would soon be reinforced by troops
from the Peninsula. Among the various threats posed by the Union forces, Lee
decided to concentrate on Pope before this expected unification, and he moved to
Gordonsville with Longstreet’s wing on August 15.%*

At this time, Pope and his army were encamped in Culpeper County, in a V formed
by the Rappahannock and Rapidan Rivers, a location that placed them in a highly
vulnerable position. The Orange & Alexandria Railroad crossed both rivers, leading
north to a Union supply depot at Manassas Junction.”

Lee initially planned for the Confederate cavalry to circle north around the Northern
army and destroy the railroad bridge at Rappahannock Station, cutting Pope’s supply
line and allowing the Confederate infantry to attack the Northern army in the V
between the rivers. For several reasons, the attack was delayed for a couple of days,
until August 20, by which time Pope’s army had withdrawn north of the
Rappahannock.*

Lee’s army then crossed the Rapidan, but were blocked from crossing the
Rappahannock by Pope’s Federals. Union reinforcements had now begun to arrive,
so Lee had to strike quickly. On August 22, Jeb Stuart, with a small contingent of
cavalry, circled around behind Pope’s Army to destroy the railroad bridge over Cedar
Run. They failed in this, although they did capture a dispatch book from Pope’s own
tent, which gave details of the Northern build up.”

Even with this information, Pope’s army was too large and its position too secure for
Lee to hope to defeat it. However, Lee determined to make another attempt to sever
the Union’s supply line along the Orange & Alexandria railroad, hoping this would
draw Pope to the northeast, further from the reinforcements landing near
Fredericksburg. Lee divided his army, sending Jackson north on August 25 to cut
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Pope’s supply line, while Longstreet’s brigades continued to hold off Pope’s men
along the Rappahannock. Longstreet would follow Jackson a day or so later.”

Misleading Pope into thinking he was returning to the Shenandoah Valley, the scene

of his recent masterly campaign, Jackson led his 23,000 men on a fast two-day march.

They reached Salem by nightfall. On August 26 they turned east, making for the
Thoroughfare Gap. Finding the gap undefended by Federals, they moved through,
heading east through Haymarket and then to Gainesville, where they were met by
Stuart and his cavalry. The combined forces then moved six miles further to Bristoe
Station, where they fired on Pope’s empty supply trains and destroyed the railroad
bridge over Broad Run. In the predawn hours of the next day, Jackson sent two
regiments, along with the cavalry, four miles northeast to capture Manassas Junction,
and soon followed with two divisions. At the junction, the Southerners pillaged and
destroyed the vast store of Union supplies, fought off a couple of attacks by small
Federal forces, and burned the railroad bridge over Bull Run. Back at Bristoe
Station, Gen. Richard S. Ewell’s brigades fought a classic rear guard action when
pressed by Pope’s advancing Union forces. That evening Jackson abandoned
Manassas Junction and directed his three divisions to a position where he could
safely wait for Longstreet and the reuniting of the Confederate army.”®

THE FIRST DAY OF BATTLE: THE BATTLE OF BRAWNER FARM On August 28,
Jackson and his 23,000 men positioned themselves north of Groveton, not far from
the battlefield of the previous

summer, where they awaited
Longstreet. Plans captured
that morning from a Union
courier revealed that Pope
planned to march part of his
army down the Warrenton
Turnpike, so the location
seemed promising for
Jackson’s goal of drawing Pope
into a fight on favorable
ground. It was not only famil-
iar territory, but it placed
Jackson only about ten miles
from Thoroughfare Gap,
through which Longstreet
would soon pass; it also gave
him, if necessary, a clear route
of retreat to the north.*

The soldiers lay in the woods and fields, concealed behind the Unfinished Railroad,
where they were packed close in the heat. A Confederate cavalry officer recalled:
“They were packed like herring in a barrel”, with their talk and laughter “sound|[ing]
like the hum of a beehive on a warm summer day.”*

With his far greater number of men, Pope thought he could easily destroy the
divided Southern army. On the 28th, he made a succession of blunders in a search

Figure 7. Map of the
Battle of Brawner Farm,
August 28, 1862.
(Potter et al., 2002)
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for Jackson. At first he went to Manassas Junction, where he found only the remains
of plunder. Then he heard Jackson was in Centreville and ordered his men to march
there. Sigel, Reynolds, and McDowell were to approach the village from the west,
along the Warrenton Turnpike.*

Several times during the day, Jackson spotted Union troops. About noon, a column
of Union troops appeared, marching east from Gainesville, but they turned south
down Pageland Lane without passing in front of Jackson’s position.” Soon after,

a Federal wagon train approached; this also turned south before reaching

Jackson’s position.

Then a division of 6,000 Union soldiers under Brig. Gen. John F. Reynolds was seen
marching east along the turnpike. Col. Bradley Johnson opened fire on them with
two 3-inch rifled guns. Supporting the Confederate battery were two Virginia regi-
ments of Johnson’s brigade: the 21st Virginia infantry occupied the high ground east
of the Brawner farmhouse and the 42nd Virginia were positioned in and beyond the
Brawner woods. Eventually, after an hour or more, Union guns and infantry pushed
Johnson and his troops back to Groveton.® Reynolds’s division then turned south
on Pageland Lane.

Nothing more happened until after 5:30 p.m., when another column of Northern sol-
diers began passing eastward. McDowell’s only division in the immediate area was
that headed by Gen. Rufus King. This division had turned south onto Pageland Lane
and had marched about a mile south of the turnpike when, on receiving new orders,
they returned to the turnpike and began marching east towards Centreville and past
the Brawner farm. In the lead was the brigade of Gen. John Hatch, followed by Gen.
John Gibbon’s brigade, consisting of four western regiments, and then a brigade
headed by Gen. Abner Doubleday, with Gen. Marsena Patrick’s brigade bringing up
the rear of the column.*

When told that a large number of Union troops were approaching, Jackson mounted
his horse and galloped out to observe the soldiers, who ignored him. He dashed
back to his command and ordered his officers to prepare their troops.”

As Hatch’s brigade passed through Groveton, John Gibbon ascended a hill on the
north side of the turnpike, just beyond the Brawner Woods, and surveyed the sur-
rounding slopes. To the north he saw teams of horses emerging from some woods
and swinging into artillery formation.”

Confederate cannon fired at Gibbon and his 6th Wisconsin regiment, who hurriedly
took cover behind the turnpike’s high embankments. Gibbon’s battery moved into
position and returned fire. A second Confederate battery fired on Doubleday’s
brigade, and the 76th New York took cover in Brawner Woods.”

Believing he faced only a small detachment of horse artillery, Gibbon decided to
capture them. He led the 2nd Wisconsin, “his only veteran regiment,” up through
Brawner Woods, along a farm road.” Beyond the woods, the 2nd Wisconsin formed
a line of battle and deployed skirmishers who moved quickly through the fields and
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up the southern spur of Stony Ridge. The cannon had disappeared, but suddenly,
from woods a quarter mile ahead, they found themselves confronted by two divi-
sions of Confederate infantry, including 8oo men of the veteran Stonewall Brigade,
marching toward them in battle formation.74

When the Confederates had approached to within 150 yards, the Federals opened
fire. The Southerners kept coming, and formed a line at a fence 8o yards from the
2nd Wisconsin, from where they returned fire. As one Confederate soldier recalled:
“Within one minute all was enveloped in smoke, and a sheet of flame seemed to go
out from each side to the other along the whole length of the line””

Gibbon called for support. The 19th Indiana under Col. Solomon Meredith took
position on the 2nd Wisconsin’s left, angling up the slope toward the Brawner farm-
house. (See Exhibit B & Figure 7) Jackson was slow to give support to the Stonewall
Brigade, but eventually sent two Georgia regiments to reinforce their left, where they
opposed Gibbon’s 7th Wisconsin.”

At dusk, Jackson sent in Trimble’s brigade to join the left of Lawton’s Georgia regi-
ments. Trimble’s men lay on the ground behind a fence, facing the 6th Wisconsin,
on the Union right. A 250-yard break separated the 7th and 6th Wisconsin, so
Doubleday sent in the 76th New York and the 56th Pennsylvania to close the gap.
The front then extended for about half a mile east to west along the slope. Fences
provided the “only cover” and soldiers fired over the fences and between the rails.”

The final action came as night fell, and centered on the farmyard, where Confederate
horse artillery and infantry regiments beat back repeated attempts by the 19th
Indiana to gain the ground around the house. The 19th Indiana, on the Union left,
scaled a rail fence and ascended the slope, anchoring their left flank on the farm-
house. From about 70 yards ahead, the 4th Virginia of the Stonewall Brigade fired
and stopped the Union regiment. The 4th Virginia, on the right of the Confederate
line, was positioned behind a rail fence, their own right anchored on outbuildings
north of the house. Also firing on the 19th Indiana was the 27th Virginia, on the left
of the 4th Virginia, and two batteries in their rear. Stuart’s Horse Artillery under
Major John Pelham approached the 19th Indiana’s left. Two companies from the 19th
Indiana were pulled out of line and deployed as skirmishers on the left flank, firing
when the Confederate guns were within 150 yards. The Southerners fired their two
3-inch rifles until they were forced back.”

Three infantry regiments under brigade commander Alexander Taliaferro attempted
to get between Stuart’s Horse Artillery and the main 19th Indiana line. Retreating 33
feet to a rail fence, the 19th Indiana prevented Taliaferro’s regiments from gaining the
Brawner yard. The Confederates succeeded on their second try, however, and the
19th Indiana then “began a fighting withdrawal back to the edge of Brawner’s
woods”” The battle of Brawner Farm ended in a stalemate about 8:15 p.m.

In spite of Jackson’s far greater numbers, he failed to coordinate his men effectively.
The casualties were stunning. One in every three soldiers had been shot; over 1000
Federal soldiers were killed. Confederate casualties were also high: the Stonewall
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Brigade lost 40 percent of its men, and the 21st and 26th Georgia each lost over
70 percent.*

After midnight, the Federals withdrew south, passing down Pageland Lane toward
Manassas Junction. Pope was encamped near the junction, on Bull Run. While
Jackson had succeeded in drawing Pope’s attention, the Union general continued

to make mistakes devastating for the Union cause. He persisted in the belief that

the Federals had encountered Jackson and his men as they were retreating from
Centreville, and that King’s men stood between Jackson and Longstreet. He there-
fore sent orders to King to remain near Groveton; these were not received, and King
and his brigade retreated. Pope ordered Sigel and Reynolds to stay where they were,
on Henry Hill, and attack Jackson’s men at dawn.”

Confederate commander William Taliaferro later recalled the action of his troops on
that day:

a farm-house, an orchard, a few stacks of hay, and a rotten “worm” fence were the
only cover afforded the opposing lines of infantry; it was a stand-up combat, dogged
and unflinching, in a field almost bare.*

Twice our lines were advanced until we reached a farm-house and orchard on the
right of our line and were within about 8o yards of a greatly superior force of the
enemy ... Our troops held the farm-house and one edge of the orchard, while the
enemy held the orchard and inclosure next to the turnpike. To our left there was no
cover, and our men stood in the open field without shelter of any kind.*

After the battle, the wounded were scattered all across the fields south and east of the
Brawner house. The dead lay in lines as they had fallen. Confederate forces had lost
more than 1250 troops killed, wounded, or missing, while the Union had lost 1025.
Sometime after 9:30 p.m., a party of about 100 survivors of the 19th Indiana returned
to the battlefield to collect their wounded. It was a dark, moonless night. Rebel
pickets fired on the Union soldiers and forced them to retreat without their men.*

Two New York regiments moved east along the turnpike, where they found many
wounded comrades. They cared for them before being ordered to relieve soldiers on
the field. They returned along the turnpike until they were opposite Brawner Woods.
Advancing north through the woods, they emerged and formed a line to command
the open ground, and then tried to rest.* Confederate pickets probably held
Brawner’s yard and house after the battle.*

SECOND DAY OF THE BATTLE In the morning of August 29, finding that the Union
forces had abandoned their position on his front, Jackson spread his troops more
widely, forming a front about a mile-and-a-half long behind the Unfinished Railroad,
facing southeast.” West of Pageland Lane, on Jackson’s extreme right, two brigades
under Jubal Early guarded the flank and were in position to meet the advance of
Longstreet’s corps. Early deployed the 13th and 31st regiments to picket the front.
The two regiments moved south across the turnpike and positioned themselves along
the farm lane opposite Brawner Farm; they faced east.*
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Union forces had been ordered by Pope the previous night to “attack the enemy
vigorously at daylight”® That morning, Pope split his army in two. Franz Sigel's
First Corps and McDowell’s Third Corps were to strike at Jackson’s front.* Fitz
John Porter was to move his Fifth Corps and King’s division from their location at
Manassas Junction to Gainesville to be in position to strike at Jackson’s right from
behind. The frontal attacks of Sigel and Reynolds were designed to hold Jackson
in place.”

Sigel’s troops formed a mile-long line oriented to the northwest. His left division,
under Gen. Robert Cummings Schenck, angled west toward Groveton, and linked
up to John Reynolds’s division of three brigades on Sigel’s left. Reynolds’s and
Schenck’s divisions pushed west from Henry Hill early on the morning of August 29.
They were not intending to overwhelm Jackson, but to discover the position of his
right flank.”> They crossed Lewis Lane, continued over ridges and through woods
and fields to a point southeast of the Brawner Farm, staying south of the turnpike.

Reynolds sent a battery under the command of Capt. James H. Cooper supported by
the brigade of Brig. Gen. George Meade north of the turnpike. Meade’s skirmishers
initially came under fire from Early’s skirmishers south of the turnpike in the vicinity
of the Cundiff house but they were driven back. Cooper worked his guns onto the
ridge near the Brawner house and engaged in a duel with Southern batteries for half
an hour. He then withdrew south of the turnpike.” This was the only fighting that
occurred in the vicinity of the Brawner Farm that day. Confederate batteries contin-
ued to be posted on the ridge northeast of the Brawner house throughout the
remaining two days of battle, and were essential in turning back the Union assault
on Jackson’s line the next afternoon.

By 10 a.m. on August 29, Longstreet and Lee had arrived on the battlefield. Lee
established his headquarters on a hilltop (Stuart’s Hill), south of the Warrenton
Turnpike and opposite Brawner Farm. By noon, Longstreet had arranged his men
facing east along a north-south axis that lined up with the east edge of Brawner
Woods. The line straddled the turnpike and connected to Jackson’s right flank at the
Unfinished Railroad. Together, Longstreet’s and Jackson’s wings of the Confederate
army formed an oblique angle that was nearly three miles long.

Longstreet’s forces maintained a defensive posture throughout that day, repelling two
more advances by Reynolds. Lee’s decision not to take the offensive on the 29th was
based partly on Fitz John Porter’s position to the southeast. Lee’s view in that direc-
tion was obstructed and he could not assess Porter’s location or strength.*
Meanwhile, Pope awaited Porter’s attack on Jackson from the rear, deploying his
forces throughout the day with this in mind. But Porter had advanced only a few
miles from Manassas Junction, and was nowhere near Jackson’s rear. En route to
Gainesville that morning, Porter had encountered the extreme right of Longstreet’s
line and was unable to maneuver around it. Pope did not yet know of Longstreet’s
arrival on the battlefield.

The Union army also advanced against the center and left of Jackson’s line, begin-
ning early in the morning of August 29. The Union attack against Jackson’s center —
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located east of Groveton Road, in the vicinity of Groveton Woods — was intermittent,
for the most part, like the fighting south of the turnpike. The fiercest fighting of the
29th occurred on the Union right, where Union troops repeatedly assaulted the
Confederate line. The attack there began in the morning and was renewed in the
afternoon. At times the Union assault bent Jackson’s line, but never broke through
it, partly because Pope did not send in the needed reinforcement.”

That evening, Longstreet's Confederates conducted a reconnaissance to discover
what Federals remained south of the Warrenton Turnpike and where they were.
Meanwhile, King's Union division (now under Hatch) had been ordered to march
west in pursuit of the Confederates, who Pope thought were in retreat. The two
sides collided near Groveton, where fighting erupted with 20 minutes of intense
battle before darkness ended it. The encounter convinced Lee that the Union forces
were strong and that he had not located their main position. He called off the attack
he had been planning for the next morning. Pope sent orders for Fitz John Porter to
leave his position along the Manassas-Gainesville road and march with his corps to
the battlefield at daylight. By now Pope was aware of Longstreet’s presence, but did
not know his position.®

THIRD DAY OF THE BATTLE On the morning of August 30, Union forces resumed
their attacks against Jackson’s front along the Unfinished Railroad, which were
repeatedly repulsed by the Confederates. By mid-morning, there had been some
sharp skirmishes on the Union’s right, but in general, the Union attack was piece-
meal. Although Reynolds and Porter warned of the Confederate threat on the
army’s left, Pope gave this little credence.”

Lee’s army was arranged as follows: Jackson’s men remained behind the Unfinished
Railroad as on the day before, with the divisions of Gens. A. P. Hill on the left,
Alexander Lawton in the center, and William E. Starke on the right. Longstreet’s
line extended south from Jackson’s right, more than a mile, nearly reaching the
Manassas Gap Railroad. Brig. Gen. John Bell Hood’s division was astride the
turnpike, with Brig. Gen. Cadmus Wilcox’s division on his left, near Jackson.

Col. Stephen D. Lee’s reserve battalion of 18 guns, recently arrived on the battlefield,
were positioned on the ridge northeast of the Brawner house, joining an equivalent
number of guns from Shumaker's battalion. They filled in the gap between
Longstreet’s left and Jackson’s right.*

Pope ordered his entire army forward. Gen. James B. Ricketts’s division would lead
on the right and Porter would advance on the left, with Hatch, Reynolds, and Sigel in
support. Complicating the situation was the fact that Porter had already moved into
Groveton Woods and was locked in place by cannon fire from S. D. Lee's artillery
near the Brawner farmhouse. Ricketts moved forward, but came under intense
artillery fire and was ordered back. Pope now knew that the Confederates were not
in retreat. He also was hearing from Reynolds of mounting Confederate movements
on the left, positioned south of the turnpike. Reynolds's three brigades and one of
Sigel’s brigades were sent to Chinn Ridge.”
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Throughout the early afternoon Porter’s troops gathered in Groveton Woods.
They would advance to the northwest in the direction of Jackson’s right, crossing
Groveton Road, and passing through Widow Dogan’s pasture. Six hundred yards
of open ground lay before them, commanded by S. D. Lee’s and Shumaker's guns.
The closest artillery support for Porter was a Union battery under Lieutenant
Charles Hazlett, positioned south of the turnpike on a ridge overlooking Groveton.
Col. Gouverneur K. Warren’s two-regiment brigade supported Hazlett. At 3 p.m.,
with nearly 10,000 troops ready, Porter began what would be the major Union
offensive of the three-day battle.*> What followed was 25 minutes of “some of the
most intense fighting of the war”* The fighting concentrated along a quarter-mile
front at the railroad embankment, with the opposing sides less than 20 yards apart at
times. In the face of the heavy concentration of Confederate artillery fire on their
flank and small arms fire coming from Jackson's troops safely entrenched along the
railroad, one by one the Union regiments broke away with depleted numbers, and
headed back toward Groveton Woods.

With the results of the failed Union attack obvious to Lee, he immediately issued the
orders to Longstreet for a massive counterattack against the exposed Union left.”
Longstreet’s men drove through the Union ranks, meeting little organized resistance
until they reached Chinn Ridge, where for nearly go minutes “the most intense and
sustained fighting of the battle” took place.* After the Confederates took Chinn
Ridge, Federals defended their position on Henry Hill from a line along the embank-
ments of Sudley Road. Around 7 p.m., Confederate efforts to seize Henry Hill lost
all momentum, and the last of the Union army still west of Bull Run made its retreat.

The Second Battle of Manassas ended with a Confederate victory. Union forces
initially withdrew to Centreville and ultimately to the defenses of Washington.
In the end, the Union had lost 14,462 troops killed, wounded, or missing and the
Confederates had lost 9474.

Most structures which remained standing after the battle were pressed into service
as field hospitals for the thousands of wounded on both sides. Most of the dead
were buried where they fell; some were interred in mass graves, others were buried
individually. The greatest number of burials took place along the Unfinished
Railroad and in Dogan’s open pasture. Others were concentrated around the
Brawner Farm and on Chinn Ridge.**

A reporter from the Washington Star described the battlefield area in 1865:

From Alexandria to the battlefield is one wide area of desolation. Fences are utterly
swept away. Here and there a dilapidated house shelters a few squalid inmates and
occasionally a small patch of wheat or corn is passed, but the whole face of the
country is changed. Scrub oak and pine are springing up everywhere.

The first Bull Run field has been stripped clear by relic hunters except in the matter
of horse bones. The battlefield of Groveton, two miles beyond toward Warrenton,
is more distinctly marked with traces of battle. Here the shot and shell are thickly
strewn, the trees splintered and in many places the forest looks as if having been
visited by smallpox.
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The bones of soldiers of both armies are scattered over the fields and one may find
enough skulls to build a monument.”’

A Union soldier left a description of the battlefield:

an arid plain which seemed interminable, and without a human habitation in sight,
no fences or signs of cultivation, only a few stunted, dried down shrubs apologizing
for the wasted forests that once stood upon the exhausted soil.”*®

Troops under General Sigel allegedly torched Portici, Rosefield, and Pittsylvania

on the same night in late 1862. General Von Steinwehr’s division of Sigel’s XI Corps
sacked and burned the town of Haymarket on the night of November 4 in retaliation
for Union pickets being killed by “bushwhackers” — Confederate guerillas. Most
livestock of local farms had been killed. After the battles, residents of Groveton

and Sudley began to rebuild their damaged or destroyed farmsteads, replanting crops
and building new fences. Farmers were forced to further deplete the land’s natural
resources, taking wood from woodlots to rebuild homes and fences."”

The South’s victory at Second Manassas allowed Lee to extend the war into the
North. Following the battle, Jackson moved his troops north to the Little River
Turnpike, where they turned east toward Fairfax Courthouse. On September 1, Pope
sent Gen. Phil Kearny and Brig. Gen. Isaac I. Stevens to intercept the Confederates.
On the grounds of a mansion called Chantilly, they clashed with Jackson’s men
during a violent thunderstorm. Both Kearny and Stevens were killed. Their troops
subsequently withdrew from the battle and rejoined Pope’s army on their return to
Washington. Lee’s army moved towards Leesburg and crossed into Maryland, where
it engaged McClellan’s Army of the Potomac at South Mountain on September 14
and was defeated by Federal forces at Antietam (Sharpsburg) on September 17.

THE BRAWNER FARM DURING THE BATTLE At the time of the battle, John Brawner
was 64 years old. While Union and Confederate troops gathered in his fields and
woods, Brawner lingered until his house was shelled in the cross-fire. Depositions
filed by John Brawner and his daughter Mary in 1871 to support their claim against
losses caused by the Union Army on the day of the battle provide a limited picture

of their farm in 1862."

Brawner recalled that “some officers came up and asked me why I did not leave” but
when the skirmish of “artillery and small arms fire” erupted, he fled north with his
wife and three daughters. Returning home sometime the next day, he discovered that
most of his crops and property had been destroyed. Mary Brawner stated that
Union soldiers, under orders from Gen. King, took their corn on the day of the
battle, possibly old as well as new corn, of which “they had a small crop growing”.
Soldiers from both sides also took hay from the fields and barn, and wheat and oats.
From the house they took bacon, flour, and three bushels of salt. The Brawners’ cow
was found dead in the barnyard, presumably killed by soldiers; their hogs were killed,
and some had been butchered; and their horse had been shot and killed. The veg-
etable garden was destroyed, possibly by trampling. Their farming tools had also
been destroyed. Brawner stated that the “house was shelled and balls pass[ed]
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through the house” but he did not mention other damage and did not file for
damages to the structure. This may have been because it was rented.™

Brawner maintained that he had been loyal to the Union, although he admitted that

two of his sons were fighting in the Confederate Army. Several neighbors supported
his claim. However, a black man raised questions about his sympathies.” Brawner’s
claim was rejected.

In spite of their losses, the Brawners — who probably had little money — remained at
Bachelor’s Hall for the duration of the war and resumed farming. Mary Brawner
described the difficulties they faced:

Part of the time we were within the Confederate lines. When the southern army fell
back we were within the Union lines. That was in 1863. The Union army was
passing backwards and forwards all the time after the southern army left. We were
not able to cultivate the farm after the first year [of the war]. We raised a small crop
in 1862 ... lost at the time of the battle.”

Although riddled by bullets, it seems that Bachelor’s Hall still stood. The house was
rebuilt at some point after the war on a smaller footprint.

Life in the Sudley Area after the Battles,
1865-1900

The war and its aftermath led to new troubles for Virginia’s agricultural economy:

When Lee surrendered on April 9, 1865, and ended the war [in Virginia], the
resources of Virginia had probably been more thoroughly drained than those of any
other of the Confederate States. The country between the Potomac and Appomattox
had been subjected to the repeated raids and continuous occupation of the opposing
armies, and farms were in a ruined condition, without farming implements and
stock. In many cases crops had not been raised for years or had been repeatedly
destroyed."

In 1865 most of the state’s wheat crop failed; there was a partial failure the following
year. Virginia had plenty of land but little money. The value of farms in Virginia
dropped precipitately: “land that had brought $150 an acre before the war could be
bought for two dollars” The loss of slave labor also presented a problem, since
fewer acres could be farmed. Between 1860 and 1870, the number of Virginia farms
of 1000 or more acres dropped from 641 to 317. Some farms were worked by former
slaves, now tenants and sharecroppers.

A visitor to the battlefield in 1866 found little evidence of recovery:

The original country roads had passed into disuse; and, the fences being destroyed,
only the curious parallel lines of straggling bushes and trees that grew beside them
remained to mark their courses. Necessity and convenience had struck out new
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roads winding at will over the fenceless farms. We crossed thinly wooded barrens,
skirted old orchards, and passed now and then a standing chimney that marked the
site of some ruined homestead. . . . 1remember not more than three or four inhab-
ited houses on our route.

In its external features I found it greatly changed. Many of the trees had been cut
away. Every fence had disappeared. Where had waved the fields of grass and grain,
extended one vast, neglected, barren tract of country."

Efforts to commemorate the two Battles of Manassas began shortly after the war’s
end. In June 1865, the Union Army erected two monuments at the Manassas battle-
field, on Henry Hill and at Deep Cut along the Unfinished Railroad. Both were in
the form of obelisks and were made of the local red sandstone, cut in roughfaced
blocks and set on stepped sandstone bases. In 1866, the federal government moved
Union soldiers buried at Manassas to Arlington Cemetery. The following year, the
community established Groveton Confederate Cemetery, where 266 or more
Confederate soldiers were interred.”” (The cemetery has been maintained by the
National Park Service since 1973).

Virginia remained under military rule from 1865 through 1870. The Freedmen’s
Bureau was established in Virginia on June 15, 1865. The Reconstruction Act of
March 2, 1867, designated the state Military District Number One. On January 26,
1870, a bill providing for the readmission of federal representatives from Virginia was
passed by Congress and approved by President Ulysses S. Grant, marking the end of
Virginia’s reconstruction.

Recovery in Virginia was slow; little improvement was evident by 1870. The financial
panic of 1873 resulted in widespread debt among farmers. An 1877 estimate put the
“total monetary losses” of Virginia’s inhabitants during the war and Reconstruction
at $457,000,000. The state in that year had fewer than 700,000 white and 500,000
black residents.™

After 1870, the Sudley area underwent rapid change. The Sudley grist mill had sur-
vived the war and remained in operation (it was rebuilt at some point between 1884
and 1900). Most farms now were small, only about 150 acres, and most were leased
to tenants.” The Brawner Farm does not appear in the 1870 census. By this time, the
Douglases may have been renting the farm to another family, although it is not
known when the Brawners terminated their lease.

Towards the end of the century Virginia agriculture began to improve once more.
Crop yields rose, and organizations such as the Farmers’ Assembly and the Farmers’
Alliance promoted agricultural improvements. In 1900, over 85 percent of the state
remained rural, although farms were still smaller than they had been before the war.
The large estates of the antebellum years continued to deteriorate, their buildings
collapsing, their fields and orchards overgrown by successional vegetation. The
majority of roads were “unspeakably bad . . . muddy when wet, dusty when dry,”
and transportation remained primitive, with most people traveling by wagons.*
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The Sudley settlement reached its greatest growth in the late nineteenth century. A
hotel had been erected to serve visitors to the mineral spring on Catharpin Run. There
was a general store, and the post office was moved from Groveton to “Sudley Spring.”

Brawner Farm site, ownership of Pendleton Douglas

In 1876, Augusta Douglas Lynn died and left the farm to her son, Pendleton.

A simple sketch of the Brawner Farm appears on one of the Warren survey maps
produced in 1878 for the retrial of Union Major General Fitz John Porter.” The
Douglas/Brawner Farm was now identified as “Acre’s” — most likely a misspelling of
“Akers,” as by 1880 the farm was being rented by a Benjamin Akers.” (Figure 8) The

Figure 8. Notebook
sketch by J.A. Judson
(Book 3, p. 26) from
1878 of the Brawner
house or its replace-
ment, then occupied
by Benjamin Akers,
misspelled in Judson’s
notation as “Acre’s.”
The sketch shows
another outbuilding
behind the house and
uses a dashed line
around the house on
two sides, which may
indicate a fence.
(National Archives and
Records Administration)
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maps show post-and-rail fences and the traditional Virginia worm fence running on
either side of Warrenton Turnpike and, in some places, along the railroad grade. The
Brawner house is depicted as being surrounded by trees.

According to the 1880 Agricultural Census, the Douglas farm included 354 acres, of
which 55 were tilled, 75 in woodland, and 224 unimproved. (The land tax assess-
ments for this year, however, state the Douglas Farm contained 319 1/2 acres; the
reason for the discrepancy is not known.) Akers raised 300 bushels of corn, 40
bushels of oats, and 126 bushels of wheat. His three milk cows produced 250 pounds
of butter and his 27 poultry provided 100 dozen eggs. He also kept three beef cows
and seven swine."*

The main access road to the house from Warrenton Turnpike still remained.
A small wetland had begun to form in the quarry along the Unfinished Railroad
grade, making this area unusable for crops or pasture.

By 1891, the Douglas house had become known as Douglas Hall.” In 1895, Pendleton
Douglas sold the farm to William M. Davis, who owned it until his death in 1918.”
The value of buildings on the property had plummeted from $400 in 1894 —a worth
they had held since 1857 — to $159. It is not known whether this devaluation reflects
a sudden deterioration in the condition of structures on the farm.

Agriculture in the Sudley Area,
Early Twentieth Century

The devastation wrought by the Civil War lingered into the twentieth century.
Travelers to the Manassas battlefields describe a still-ravaged landscape. In 1904,
Clifton Johnson described them in Highways & Byways of the South:

Houses were few and far between. Most of them were set well back from the highway,
at the end of a lane to which you gained entrance from the main road by a big
wooden gate.

Barns were small and unsubstantial, and frequently a few makeshift hovels sufficed
instead. Many farmers kept their cows and horses in long, rude sheds, eight or ten
feet high, with sides of rails and poles, and the top piled over with straw. There was
no pretence that the roof was rain-proof, and the structures looked as if they had
been contrived by some primitive race of savages.

Of all the roads that I became acquainted with in this region, the worst was the
Warrenton Pike right on the battlefield. At some remote period a vast amount of
stone had been dumped on it, and this stone had become more or less mixed with the
red clay. (pp. 229-30)

Improvements came gradually. During the 1920s, the farm landscape of nearby
Fairfax County was described as being composed largely of small family farms,
worked with the help of only a few laborers. The primary emphasis was on growing
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grains and producing food for family consumption. Soybeans had been introduced,
and farmers raised grasses for pasturage and hay. Dairying was a secondary pursuit.
There were numerous commercial poultry farms. Mechanized farm equipment was
becoming a common feature of the farm landscape, with the first all-purpose tractor
introduced in 1924.”

The Davis farm, 1900-1985

The farm enjoyed a brief period of relative prosperity under William Davis. In
1904/05, he enlarged the house, apparently adding a full second story to the existing
structure and a large ell in the form of an I-house to the south. The entrance was
moved from the south to the new east elevation, facing the barnyard, and a new
porch was built here.” Also in this period, the barn appears to have been given a
new standing-seam metal roof, and a new orchard was planted east of the house,

a short distance south of the barn.

William Davis had died intestate by 1917 and his property was divided among his
seven children. One of them — probably his son, Walker — lived in the house, and he
continued to farm the land, perhaps with some of his brothers. Few improvements
seem to have ever been made to the house or site.

The Davises’s continued farming generally kept fields open and hindered the growth
of successional vegetation into some historically open areas. The edge of Brawner
woods, though, slowly spread into adjacent fields.

Until at least 2004, some of the Davises’s farm machinery was still scattered about
the property in fields and woods near the house and barn: a seeder and a manure
spreader, both rusted and decrepit, lay near the barn; next to the manure spreader
was a leather horse collar. The remains of a small wagon lay among trees northwest
of the house and parts of an old stove were scattered on the ground nearby.

The property remained in the Davis family for 8o years, until it was purchased by
the National Park Service in 1985. The house deteriorated in the decades before it
passed out of the Davises’s hands. A hole had been chopped in a back room of the
house to allow the last Davis residing in the house to dump trash there. Another
trash dump containing twentieth-century debris can be found on the site of what
may have been a nineteenth-century springhouse or spring basin (although the most
recent archeological investigation found that this appeared to be a natural feature™).

Early Attempts at Battlefield Preservation,
1901-1940

Private efforts to memorialize the dead on the Manassas battlefields increased in

the early twentieth century. In 1903, the 7th Georgia Infantry installed approximately
six battlefield markers on private property around the battlefields. The following
year, the Bull Run Chapter of the United Daughters of the Confederacy erected

a monument at Groveton Confederate Cemetery. The State of New York placed
granite monuments honoring three different volunteer regiments in 1906 near
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Groveton, south of Warrenton Turnpike and east of Lewis Lane (now Groveton
Road). In 1914, a stone was brought from Massachusetts to mark the spot were
Col. Fletcher Webster was killed on the Chinn farm.

Attempts to preserve the Manassas battlefield were begun by a local man, a lawyer
and Union veteran, George C. Round (d. 1918). In 1901, Round proposed that the
United States purchase the land around the Union monuments and acquire ease-
ments to allow visitors access to them. He was most interested in four particular
parcels of land, including the Lucinda Dogan property and the Unfinished Railroad
grade. Round arranged for a proposal providing for the acquisition of about 200
acres of the battlefield to be introduced into the U.S. House of Representatives.
Although this never went beyond subcommittee hearings, Round continued trying to
rally veterans groups in support of establishing a commemorative battlefield park.>°

In 1904, the Manassas battlefield became the setting for the first peacetime military
maneuvers ever staged on American soil when the Army held training exercises over
a mock field of battle extending from Bull Run to Thoroughfare Gap. Meant to
highlight “the inadequacies of the military’s logistical and subsistence departments,”
the Army based these training exercises on the actions of the Manassas battles.”

George Round conceived of marking the 5oth anniversary of the Battle of First
Manassas, July 21, 1911, with a special commemorative event. The Manassas National
Jubilee of Peace brought together Union and Confederate veterans for a poignant
reunion, and inspired similar gatherings, notably at Gettysburg in 1913.

In 1912, Congress held hearings on legislation to create a Manassas Battlefield, and
the following year the War Department was authorized to appoint a board to survey
the site. The report issued by the survey board advised restoring and maintaining the
1865 federal monuments and purchasing the Henry and Dogan family lands on which
they stood.

A small commercial center, including a post office, dry goods store, cheese factory,
and filling station, grew up in the early twentieth century around the intersection

of Warrenton Turnpike and Sudley Road, near the Stone House. During the 1920s,
the Virginia highway department made extensive improvements to the historic
Warrenton Turnpike. They regraded and realigned the road, repaved the stretch
within Prince William County with concrete, and changed the name to Lee Highway;
the road is now more commonly known as U.S. Route 29. The importance of Sudley
as a community center diminished as new motor roads passed it by. Small businesses
— gas stations, frozen custard stands, and hot dog stands — sprouted up along Route
29, further undermining the importance of the historic crossroads hamlets.”

Across the country, serious efforts to save lands of national significance began in the
early 1920s. In the Washington area, the Sons of Confederate Veterans (SCV) worked
to establish a Confederate Battlefield Park at Manassas, which they hoped would
become “the most beautiful memorial Park in all the land”** They purchased the
Henry Farm in 1921 and focused their early efforts on visitor education. The federal
government offered the services of a landscape architect. The Sons of Confederate
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Veterans worked closely in battlefield preservation efforts with the Manassas chapter
of the United Daughters of the Confederacy. The SCV formed the private Manassas
Battlefield Corporation in 1921 to raise funds for and to administer a Manassas
Battlefield Confederate Park at Henry Hill.

The first historic sites study ever authorized by the federal government was a survey
of all American battlefields conducted by the War Department in 1926. The survey
assigned each site a rank, and deemed the Manassas Battlefield worthy of being des-
ignated a national monument. In spite of this, Manassas failed to be included among
the 14 parks added to the War Department’s holdings between 1926 and 1933.%

In the 1930s, a concerted federal effort was made to purchase lands associated with
the First and Second Battles of Manassas. The Bull Run Recreational Demonstration
Area (RDA), formed in 1935 on battlefield lands, was one of 46 RDAs established
nationwide to provide recreational lands near urban centers on agricultural fields
deemed too poor or exhausted for continued farming. Property was purchased

with funds from the Federal Emergency Relief Administration (FERA). Personnel

to acquire lands and plan development were also funded by New Deal program
money.”

The first land purchase for the Bull Run RDA encompassed 171.72 acres in 1936; the
proposed maximum area was about 10,000 acres. Eventually, the Bull Run RDA was
transferred to the National Park Service, which developed master plans to guide the
preservation and interpretation of the sites of both Manassas battles. National Park
Service historians researched war records and prepared landscape restoration
plans.®® Since RDAs were also intended to provide subsistence farmers with new
employment, the NPS hired unemployed men through the Works Progress
Administration (WPA) and the Emergency Work Conservation program (created in
March 1933 and soon renamed the Civilian Conservation Corps [CCC]) to clear the
ground, stabilize historic structures, control erosion, and begin restoring the battle-
field landscape using natural resource conservation techniques.

A reenactment of the First Battle of Manassas was held on its 75th anniversary, July
21,1936. (A second reenactment of First Manassas was held on the Henry Farm in
July 1961.) In 1937, the Acting Director of the National Park Service, Arthur E.
Demaray, stated that the NPS would acquire only the most important sites for the
Manassas Battlefield: Henry House (owned by the Sons of Confederate Veterans),
Chinn House, Stone Bridge, Van Pelt House, Stone House, and Sudley Mill.

Adjacent lands that had been cultivated at the time of the battles would be allowed to
remain in private ownership, unless their future development plans proved incom-
patible with the park’s mission.”

In August 1939, the Army staged a second massive training event, the “largest peace-
time maneuvers in history”, concurrently at Manassas and in New York State. The
Manassas maneuvers were “designed to test the effectiveness of a new streamlined
organization of modern, mobile infantry against the traditional World War I
organization.”* It is not clear how many sites were disturbed by the maneuvers.
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Manassas National Battlefield Park,
1940-1980

The Sons of Confederate Veterans agreed in February 1940 to transfer their 128
acres on Henry Hill to the National Park Service. They imposed two restrictions:
the government had to allow the erection of a statue to Stonewall Jackson by the
state of Virginia and had to build a museum. On May 10, 1940, Secretary of the
Interior Harold L. Ickes created Manassas National Battlefield Park out of the
combined lands of the Manassas Battlefield Confederate Park and the Bull Run
Recreational Demonstration Area. Some wooded areas were cleared to represent
the historic conditions during the battle.* The two requirements of the SCV were
soon fulfilled: an equestrian monument to Jackson was dedicated on Henry Hill in
1940, and a new Visitor Center (loosely based on Robert E. Lee’s Arlington House)
was completed nearby in 1942. The NPS then purchased several more key sites of
both battles: the Lucinda Dogan house at Groveton in 1948, the Stone House, at the
intersection of Route 29 and Sudley Mill Road, in 1949, and the three New York
monuments and the surrounding land in 1958. In April 1954, Congress defined the
park’s potential boundaries.**

For the suburban areas surrounding Washington, the 1950s and 1960s were a time
of rapid physical change. Farmlands were developed into suburban bedroom
communities. Many open pastures and farm fields were allowed to succeed to
woodland.

At mid-century, a complex of buildings still stood at the Groveton crossroads. At the
northwest corner was the 1860s overseer’s house, the Lucinda Dogan house, and the
former tavern, while a single house stood at the southwest corner. The NPS removed
the deteriorated Chinn House, one of the few remaining Civil War-era structures, in
1950. In 1951, the 85.6-acre Stonewall Memory Gardens was established on private
land immediately northwest of Groveton.

In 1955-56, the NPS instituted its ten-year Mission 66 program to expand park lands
and upgrade facilities nationwide. The Mission 66 project undertaken by Manassas
National Battlefield Park aimed to add properties associated with the Second Battle
of Manassas. Within a few years the park had acquired Deep Cut and Battery
Heights (1958), Buck Hill (1959), and Stone Bridge (1961), and restored the Stone
House and the Lucinda Dogan house — the only two Civil War-era buildings
remaining in the park — to their appearance in the 1860s. After purchase, most

of the post-Civil War structures still standing on these lands were demolished.**

The NPS began interpretation of the Second Manassas battlefield by clearing a
narrow view corridor along the railroad grade near Deep Cut and building an
interpretive trail following the grade’s approximate alignment. At some points the
trail was moved off the bed because of poor drainage or erosion of the embankment,
or to more closely relate to battle lines.
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Boundary Expansion and Interpretation of
Second Manassas, 1980-2004

The battlefield park was designated a National Register Historic District in 1966.

By the end of the 1960s, the NPS had started to seek legislation to curb development
pressures facing the battlefield park. A Boundary Expansion Law (Public Law 96-
442), instituted on October 13, 1980, allowed for the addition of nearly 1500 acres.
The law required owner consent before purchase, “so long as the land continued to
be used in fashion similar to its use in September 1980.” Key parcels were identified,
among them the Portici (Wheeler) estate, lands lying east of Stone Bridge, and the
Brawner Farm. The National Register nomination was revised in 1981 to include all
land within the 1980 authorized boundary. Following a further boundary expansion
in 1988, the National Register nomination for the historic district was revised to
include the added park land as well as adjacent lands outside the authorized
boundary. The revised nomination was completed in 2004.

A General Management Plan completed in 1983 identified the Brawner Farm
property as a primary interpretive site for the Second Battle of Manassas. The farm
had been incorporated into the park under a 1980 legislated boundary adjustment,
and was formally purchased from the Davis family in May 1985. The house, in poor
condition, had been vacant since 1978.

Even after the boundary expansion, however, several historically significant areas still
remained outside the park’s authorized boundaries: Sudley Church; Stuart’s Hill, just
south of Brawner Farm across Route 29; and several commercially zoned tracts near
the intersection of I-66 and Sudley Road.

In recent years, the park has faced a number of development pressures around its
boundaries. The most immediate threat to the integrity of the Second Manassas
battlefield arose in the late 1980s, when a 558-acre tract including Stuart’s Hill, the
site of Robert E. Lee’s headquarters during Second Manassas, became the center-
piece of an intensive, national preservation battle. The Hazel/Peterson development
firm purchased the tract with plans to erect a mixed-use development known as the
William Center. Land had been subdivided and partially regraded, and some roads
and utilities had already been installed, when Congress intervened and halted work.
President Ronald Reagan signed Public Law 100-647 on November 10, 1988, enabling
the William Center tract to be added to Manassas National Battlefield Park.

In 1989, a draft Development Concept Plan and Environmental Assessment for
Brawner Farm was prepared. The document was intended to govern future visitor
use and resource management, but its completion was suspended following the
legislative taking of the Stuart’s Hill tract, which raised additional park development
issues for the western part of the park.

The draft study had been inspired by the continuing interpretive problems the park
has faced because of the overlapping sites of the two battles. First Manassas has
traditionally received greater interpretive emphasis. Since Brawner Farm is one of
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several Second Manassas battle sites located entirely off the first battlefield, park
management has sought to develop Brawner as the primary interpretive site for
Second Manassas.

The Development Concept Plan considered providing an audio-visual program at
some facility at the Brawner Farm to give an overview of the battle, and making the
site the first stop on a Second Manassas driving tour. It attempted to identify the
location, type, and scale of development necessary for interpretation of the Brawner
site, and to assess potential environmental impact. The four alternatives presented
variety of routes for visitor access and roads and different uses for the house.
Proposal A, the recommended alternative, provided a new access road off Warrenton
Turnpike and a new parking area west of the house. The existing house — assumed to
be post-bellum — would be torn down, and the antebellum foundation stabilized and
interpreted. In a second phase of construction, a comfort station would be built near
the parking area along with an interpretive shelter housing a media program.+

Several other reports on the Brawner site have been written since the property’s
acquisition. Another development concept plan, encompassing both Brawner Farm
and Stuart’s Hill, was initiated about 1993; this was abandoned following the
announcement by the Walt Disney Corporation of its proposed theme park, Disney’s
America, to be built near Haymarket. The concern that Disney’s arrival in the area
would have park-wide ramifications led the National Park Service to begin revising
the Manassas GMP, rather than complete a planning document for the Brawner
Farm/Stuart’s Hill area alone. Some of the information gathered for this DCP was
eventually incorporated into the environmental assessment for the relocation of
Virginia Power’s powerlines.

A number of archeological studies have been carried out, and are discussed below
in Analysis and Evaluation: Archeology. Three major studies have been undertaken
on the house: A 1985 “Historic Structures Report on Douglas Hall” concluded that
the extant house was the antebellum Bachelor’s Hall. In 1987, a second study
determined that the house was, instead, primarily a post-bellum structure that

had included certain antebellum features from Bachelor’s Hall or another structure
within the framing of the northern section. A far more thorough study than either
of these, titled “Historic Structure Report Addendum,” was carried out by a team
from the NPS Historic Preservation Training Center in 2002. Their major discovery
(similar to but more definitive than the conclusion of the preceding report) was that
the northern block of the house incorporates a one-and-one-half story structure that
dates to the eighteenth or very early nineteenth century.

A report on troop movements during Second Manassas was completed in 1985. In
1998, powerlines extending across the Brawner and Stuart’s Hill tracts were shifted
to the west to improve the historic battlefield views from both tracts. The corridor
for the powerlines was cleared of trees; on Brawner Farm this affected only a few
fencerows and a patch of woods near the historic quarry. New trees were planted
at intervals along the corridor’s edges.
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