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Increasing the functional area for conservation beyond the
boundaries of protected natural area requires a broad constituency
for scientific information. The biosphere reserve concept is
facilitating cooperative development of information programs in
biogeocultural regions of exceptional importance for conservation.
Agencies, private institutions, and nongovernmental organizations
are developing various models for cooperation. Brief histories and
status reports illustrate how biosphere reserve concepts have
influenced cooperation in 13 biogeocultural areas. The examples
include informal cooperation on specific projects (Chihuanhan
Desert, Sonoran Desert, Crown of the Continent Area); ad hoc
regional cooperation to support nomination of new biosphere
reserves (Ozark Highlands) or to plan and implement focused
biosphere reserve programs involving designated sites (Mammoth Cave
Area, Land Between The Lakes Area, Champlain-Adirondack Area,
Virgin Islands); ad hoc regional cooperation contributing to the
biosphere reserve-related functions of designated sites but not
explicitly focused on developing biosphere reserve programs
(Yellowstone, Colorado Rockies, Virginia Coast), and permanent
organizations involving government and private entities working
together to implement biosphere reserve goals (Southern
Appalachians, Central California Coast). U.S. biosphere reserves
are categorized according to the biosphere reserve functions they
implement. The discussion explores how consolidation and expansion
of existing biosphere reserves can strengthen constituencies for
developing information needed to conserve biological diversity.
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