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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

NAME, NUMBER, AND CLASSIFICATION OF STRUCTURE

The Lincoln Home, Building No. 1, First Order of Significance.

LOCATION AND PROPOSED USE OF STRUCTURE
The Lincoln Home is located on Eighth Street, Springfield, I11i-
nois. It is furnished and interpreted to "appear precisely as it
did on the day Lincoln left to take up duties of the presidency
in Washington" (Interpretive Prospectus, 1976, p. 10).

PLANNING AND OTHER DOCUMENTS RELATING TO FURNISHING THE STRUCTURE

Bearss, Edwin C. Historic Structures Report: Lincoln Home National

Historic Site. Denver, Colorado: Denver Service Center,

National Park Service, 1973.

Ryan, James. Final Interpretive Prospectus: Lincoln Home National

Historic Site. Harpers Ferry, West Virginia: Harpers Ferry

Center, National Park Service, 1976.
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SECTION A: DEFINITION OF INTERPRETIVE OBJECTIVES

The fundamental interpretive objective of the Lincoln Home Na-
tional Historic Site is to illuminate the life and character of
Abraham Lincoln during the seventeen years that he lived in the
Home, rather than to represent the everyday life of the period or
to recapture the setting of a single event. More specifically,
the Interpretive Prospectus (October 1976) for the Lincoln Home
National Historic Site identifies four Interpretive Objectives

for the area:

1. To interpret the developing career of Abraham Lincoln
and the events associated with that career while he lived in

this house and in the Springfield community.

2. To interpret events in the life of Abraham Lincoln in
this house where he lived primarily as a father, husband,

citizen, and neighbor.

3. To present the Lincoln Home, the contemporary neighbor-
hood around it, and the related historical remains in the
Springfield community in such a way as to enable visitors to
understand the environment of which Mr. Lincoln was a part
for the 17 years that took him from the beginnings of a law

practice here to the presidency.



4. To interpret Lincoln's social and political ideas, many
of which were formed while he lived in this house in Spring-
field, and which were implemented as national policy during
his presidency and left to us -- a complex legacy of both
national and individual ideals to which we still aspire and

toward the fulfillment of which we continue to work.

The furnishing arrangements of the Lincoln Home will play an
important role in contributing to the achievement of these Inter-
pretive Objectives. The furnishings of the Home will illustrate
the developing career of Abraham Lincoln in Springfield (Objec-
tive 1), the life of the Lincoln family in the Home (Objective
2), and the manner in which Lincoln's environment reflected and
influenced his social and political life (Objectives 3 & 4).
Therefore, it 1is important that the interpretive role of the

furnishings be taken into consideration throughout this document.

The Home will be furnished to its appearance in 1860 as fully and

accurately as available furnishings and documentation permit.



SECTION B: OPERATING PLAN

The Lincoln Home is open year round for public visitation from
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., with extended hours provided in the
summer. There are a minimum of two interpreters stationed in the
Home during the hours that it is open to the public, with one
interpreter stationed on the first floor and the other on the
second floor. These staff members provide security for the
artifacts and building, as well as interpreting the Home to the
visitors. A Museum Aid cleans the Home and artifacts, thereby
increasing the longevity of these historical materials. Lexan
barriers topped with a wooden railing restrict visitor movement
throughout the Home and permit Tlimited visitor access to the

rooms.

Photoelectric alarm units activate an alarm bell should visitors
reach or step over the railings. Ultrasonic detectors are also
operational during hours that the Home is closed and are connect-
ed to the Springfield Police Department. Ionization (smoke) de-
tectors and fixed temperature (heat) detectors activate a fire
detection system that is connected to the Springfield Fire De-

partment on a twenty-four hour a day basis.

Visitors to the Lincoln Home will enter the structure through the

front door on the west side of the building. The interpreter on



the first floor will then direct the visitors from the front
hallway of the Home into the formal parlor. The visitors will
move along the south side of the formal parlor and rear parlor
into the dining room. Visitors will then proceed along the west
side of the dining room and move through a doorway into the
sitting room. After viewing the sitting room from the north side

of the room, visitors will move back into the front hallway.

Visitors will then ascend the stairs to the upper hallway, from
which they can view the front guest bedroom through the door of
the room. From the upper hallway, they will move into Lincoln's
bedroom. Visitors will then progress through Mrs. Lincoln's room.

From there, they will proceed into the second floor rear hallway.

While proceeding through the upper rear hallway, visitors have
the opportunity to look into the Boys' room and the sewing or
maid's room. Viewing would be from the doorways of these rooms.
They then descend the rear stairway on the east side of the
building and view the kitchen from the south side of the room.
After viewing the kitchen, visitors will exit from the rear door
of the Home, near the southeast corner of the structure, where

they may view the storage room on the back porch.

The Trunk Room will not be furnished but will continue to serve

staff and site management needs.



HISTORICAL DATA

SECTION C: ANALYSIS OF HISTORICAL OCCUPANCY

The Lincoln house on 8th and Jackson Streets in Springfield was
the only one Abraham Lincoln ever owned. Following their mar-
riage on November 4, 1842, the Lincolns began housekeeping in
rooms at the Globe Tavern. Other young couples in Springfield
also had begun married life at the Globe, including two of Mary
Todd's relatives, the John Todd Stuarts and the William Wallaces.
In fact, the Lincolns moved into the same rooms which the Wal-

laces had occupied for three years.1

The Lincoln's first child, Robert Todd, was born at the Globe,
August 1, 1843. Soon after the birth of their child the Lincolns
moved. They spent the winter of 1843-1844 in a rented three-room
cottage at 214'South Fourth Street while they looked for a house
to buy. In January 1844, Lincoln began the transactions to buy
the Reverend Henry Dresser's (the same Reverend Dresser who had
performed the Lincoln's marriage ceremony) 8th Street home. In
May of that year, the Lincolns completed negotiations, paying
Dresser a total of $1,200 for the 8th Street house and one down-

town lot and building valued at $300.

Between 1842 and 1861, Lincoln rose in stature from a local

lawyer to a national political figure. During this period, his



income also increased significantly. At the time the Lincolns
purchased the 8th Street house, Lincoln's income from his law
practice has been estimated as better than average for a Spring-
field resident. According to Harry E. Pratt, in his work on the
personal finances of Lincoln between 1840 and 1850, Lincoln
earned about $1,500 to $2,000 a year.2 His income increased dur-
ing the 1850s and in at least one year he earned more than
$5,000.3 A more recent study of Lincoln's legal career, by John
Paul Frank, maintains that Lincoln may have earned even more dur-
ing this time. Frank bases this belief on the large number of
cases Lincoln handled--many of which he believes should have

4 By the 1850s, Lincoln was

earned Lincoln substantial fees.
earning enough money from his law practice to supplement his in-
come by loaning out small- to medium-sized sums to his friends

and neighbors at 10 percent interest.5

Nonetheless when Lincoln purchased the 8th Street house, it must
have represented a substantial initial investment for the recent-
1y married couple. The house was then a small story-and-a-half
cottage. In 1856, the Lincolns decided to enlarge it. There are
several possible explanations for the Lincolns' decision to make
changes in their house at this time. They had three growing boys
whose well-known mischievousness probably made the house seem

small indeed.6 Bob was 12, Willie, 5 (born December 21, 1850),



and Tad, 3 (born April 4, 1853) at the time of the enlargement.
Their other son Edward, born February 1, 1846, died ten months
before Willie was born on December 21, 1850. The larger house
also would help to increase Lincoln's social standing in the
community and allow Mary to entertain their friends on a grander

sca]e.7

The Lincolns made improvements on their house, although exactly
what was done at this time is somewhat conjectural. The house
was enlarged; four bedrooms at the rear of the house may have
been added; and alterations may have been made to the two rooms
on the north side of the first floor to create a double parlor,
which could be separated into front and back parlors by closing

folding doors.8

Before the renovations, the use of the second floor was probably
reserved for bedrooms for the Lincoln family, with Mary and Abra-
ham in one room and the boys in the other. One anecdote told in
1903 by Gibson Harris, Lincoln's law clerk during the years 1845
to 1847, suggests this arrangement:

Mr. Lincoln sometimes told at the office
the sayings or doings of his children. One
such account I remember as well as if I had
heard it last week. He came in, an hour or so
after dinner, smiling beyond even his wont and
said he was lying down at home, having left
his boots in the second-story hallway, when
all at once he heard a tremendous clatter on
the stairs. He jumped up, hurried to the head



of the stairs, and 1looking down, saw Bob
(Robert Todd Lincoln, aged three) getting up
on all fours from the floor of the hallway
below, unhurt but sadly bewildered. "The
youngster had got into my boots," he said,
"and in trying to walk around in them had
fallen down-stairs. You ought to have seen
him, Gibson -- he looked so comical with the
bootlegs reaching clear up to his little body."

On at least two occasions before 1856 relatives of the Lincolns
made lengthy visits. Harriet Chapman, a cousin of Mr. Lincoln,
was one of those who stayed for an extended visit; she arrived
soon after they had moved into the 8th Street house and remained

a year and a ha]f.10

Another visitor to the Lincoln household was Emilie Todd, Mary's
younger half-sister. Emilie spent six months with the Lincolns

in 1854-1855 to get a taste of Springfield society.11

There is no eVidence as to where Harriet Chapman or Emilie Todd
stayed while visiting the Lincolns. After the 1856 addition, the
room most 1ikely given to guests was the second floor south front
bedroom. Oral tradition supports this usage12 and it seems rea-
sonable to suppose that Mary Lincoln would have put her visitors
in the best possible room. In 1859, a Miss Cochran visited the
Lincoln home. On October 2 of that year, Mrs. Lincoln reported
to her friend, Hannah Shearer, that "I have invited Miss Cochran

and she is spending some weeks with me...."13



Mary, as Harriet Chapman described her, liked "to put on sty]e."14

Moreover it was a common Victorian practice to close off those
rooms reserved for company--frequently the nicest in the house.
Mrs. John T. Stuart reinforced this view with the comment that at
the time the Lincolns enlarged their house, Mary Lincoln seldom

used what she had solely for the fami]y.15

There are no period sources that illuminate the use of the rooms
on the second floor. Oral tradition places Mr. Lincoln in the
north front bedroom, Mrs. Lincoln next to him on the north side
with the two younger boys, Robert across the hall from Mrs. Lin-
coln, and the maid at the end of the hall on the north, which
leaves one room at the end of the hall on the south side, now

16 The first written references to

designated as the trunk room.
the use of the second floor occur in A.L. Bowen's "A. Lincoln:

His House," Lincoln Centennial Association Papers (Springfield,

I11inois, 1925). According to Bowen, the boys slept in Mrs. Lin-

coln's bedroom.17

Early in 1857, Mr. Lincoln traded in a trundle bed for a "cottage

bedstead."18

A trundle bed is one which pulls out from beneath a
larger bed. The presence of a trundle bed indicates that several
people in the Lincoln household were sleeping in the same room,

most logically the children. There was evidently room for a



regular bed in place of a trundle bed, thereby indicating that

the children were being given additional space.

There is evidence that the youngest child may have slept in his
father's bed while the Lincoln family lived in the White House.
According to John Hay, Lincoln's secretary at the White House,
Tad always slept with his father.19 This practice may have been

continued from his earlier childhood in Springfield.

The earliest known set of architectural drawings of the Lincoln
Home that designates room usage was made about 1888 when the

house was given to the State.20

On these plans, the second floor
rooms are labeled as bedrooms, with those rooms facing 8th Street
designated as "Front bedrooms" and the remaining rooms as "Rear
bedrooms." The first written identification of the south rear
bedroom as the trunk room dates to A.L. Bowen's article in 1925.21
The first floor rooms, however, are labeled more clearly as liv-
ing room, front parlor, back parlor, dining room, kitchen, south

porch, pantry, and old porch.

Contemporary written and pictorial accounts of the Lincoln Home
at the time of the Republican Convention Committee's visit to
inform Lincoln of his nomination, confirms the usage of the first
floor rooms suggested by the 1888 plans. One article describes

the home as:

an



A large two-story wooden house, raised
considerable above the Tlevel of the street,
and dwarfing by its greater height and size,
the adjoining buildings....The door opens into
a broad hall, with rooms upon either side.
Mr. Lincoln, who had been apprized of our com-
ing, stood at the back end of the double par-
lor on the 1left, in 2which was a bookcase
filled with law books.

An article in the New York Evening Post said:

I found Mr. Lincoln 1iving in a handsome,
but not pretentious, double-two story house,
having a wide hall running throughout the
centre, with parlors on both sidgg, neatly but
not ostentatiously furnished....

Two other accounts state that the Committee gathered in the
"large north parlor" where Lincoln stood in the east end of the
room and after the Committee's presentation they then moved to

the "south parlor" or the sitting room where Mrs. Lincoln had set

up refreshments.24

In February 1867, a newspaper article was written by the Reverend
Edwin S. Walker who had visited the Lincoln Home in the fall of
1866. His description included mention of the dining room and
kitchen as used by the tenants of the home:

Through the center of the house, east and
west, is a hall, on the left of which are two
parlors connected by folding doors.... On the
south side of the hall is a sitting room
fronting westward and southward; in the rear
of this also fronting southward is the dining
room, and still further east are the kitchgg
and other rooms occupying the east wing.



"Other rooms occupying the east wing" probably refers to the back

porch and pantry.

On March 9, 1861, Frank Leslie's Illustrated Magazine contained

sketches of three of the first floor rooms, the front and back
parlors and sitting room, which clearly show that the parlors
were the Lincolns' more formal reception rooms and the sitting

room was the family Tiving area.26

The family living area had to accommodate a family with three
very active boys. The Lincolns were indulgent parents and many
tales of the boys' pranks have survived. Mrs. Lincoln is re-
ported to have once said about disciplining her children, "They
never required it, a gentle loving word was all sufficient with

them."27

And, in one of the few existing personal letters written by Mr.
Lincoln, he wrote of Bob who was off to college:
OQur eldest boy, Bob, had been away from

us nearly a year at school, and will enter

Harvard University this month. He promises

very yg]], considering we never controlled him

much.
It seems likely that Lincoln, who was frequently away from home,
probably did overindulge his children when he was with them. In

later years, Robert commented:

- n



My father's life was of a kind which gave
me but little opportunity to learn the details
of his early career. During my childhood and
early youth, he was almost constantly away
from home, agﬁ;nding courts or making politi-
cal speeches.

Family and neighbors' recollections show that Lincoln enjoyed his

children and evidently spent as much time as he could with

them.30

31

Family evenings at home included blind man's bluff, chess,

checkers,32 and reading.33 Lincoln spent much of his spare time
reading and often read a]oud.34 Harriet Chapman also remembered
Lincoln lying on the floor, leaning his back against an upturned

chair, and reciting poetry.35 Mary, too, was an avid reader and

occasionally reviewed works for Linco]n.36

At the time of Emilie Todd's visit, Mary was reading the novels
of Sir Walter Scott to her son Bob. Emilie recounted an amusing
occasion on which Bob enacted a Scott drama:

...one day hearing sounds of strife, we
ran to the window. Bob and a playmate were
having a royal battle. Bob, with his sturdy
little legs wide apart, was wielding a fence
paling in lieu of a lance and proclaiming in a
loud voice, 'this rock shall fly from its fim
base as soon as I.' Mary, bubbling with
laughter, called out, ‘'Grammercy, brave
Knights.37Pray be more merciful than you are
brawny. '

-~



Mary also spent time sewing. She was an accomplished seamstress

38

and sewed for herself and the boys. In one of her letters to

Lincoln in Washington, she refers to the quantity of sewing
required by the children. She wrote to him explaining why she
desired to have a box of children's clothes sent to her, "...it

takes so many changes to do children, particularly in summer,

39

that I thought it might save me a few stitches." During the

Lincolns' last years in Springfield, however, Mary used a seam-

stress.40

In addition to the lively family, there is some evidence that the
8th Street house sheltered at least one pet. A few years after
their removal to Washington, Lincoln's friend and barber, William

Florville, remarked in a letter, "Tell Taddy that his (and Wil-

w1l

lys) dog is alive and kicking doing well... During their

years in Springfield, the Lincolns probably had other pets as

42 and Herndon once

43

well. Lincoln was known to be fond of cats,

commented that the Lincoln house was overrun with pets.

After the Lincolns moved into the house on 8th Street, they
probably had hired help of some sort. With Lincoln away as much
as he was, it seems unlikely he would have left Mary alone with
the household chores and the baby. Mary also regularly suffered
from bad headaches and help with the children would have been

44

necessary at those times. Harriet Hanks Chapman may have



helped during the eighteen months she spent with the Lincolns;
but, probably after the birth of the Lincolns' second child in
1846, they had a regular servant. Correspondence between the
Lincolns, while he was sitting in Congress and she was visiting
her family, show the concern he had both with her health and that
she have help with the chi]dren.45 He urged her to hire someone
while she was in Kentucky. If he was concerned about her in
Lexington where her family had household servants, it seems
unlikely that she would have been left without help in Spring-

field during those early years.

In the 1850 Springfield Census, a hired girl, Catherine Gordon

(age 18, born in Ireland), is listed as a member of the Lincoln

46

household. The 1855 census also lists one unidentified female

between the ages of 10 and 20 as living in the Lincoln househo]d.47
Catherine was'evidently one of a succession of Irish girls; for,
Mary wrote to her sister in 1856 commenting on Irish servants:
If some of you Kentuckians, had to deal
with the "Wild Irish," as we housekeepers are

sometimes called upon to do, the South woulg
certainly elect Mr. Fillmore next time.

Herndon, in his biography of Lincoln, commented that Mary had
difficulty keeping servants because of her "peculiar nature;"49

however, most families had difficulties keeping hired help for

 r



any length of time. Population studies have shown that nine-

teenth century domestic workers in America were very transient.

There is evidence that Mary had at least one servant for several
years. In a letter, written to Hannah Shearer on October 2,
1859, she remarked that "Mary, the same girl I had last winter,
is still with me, a very faithful servant, has become as submis-

sive as possib]e."50

"Mary" also may be the same "M. Johnson," a hired girl listed as
residing in the Lincoln household in the 1860 Census.51 In ad-
dition to M. Johnson, the 1860 Census listed a fourteen-year-old
boy, Phillip Dinkell, as a member of the household. One neigh-
borhood boy reminisced that Mr. Lincoln used to pay him five
cents a night to stay in the house while he was away.52 Staying
overnight at the Lincolns' may have been one of Phillip's major
duties. A Mrs. Dinkell, according to the Springfield City Direc-
tory, lived not far from the Lincolns and she may have been
Phillip's mother. It seems 1likely, however, that Phillip also
performed other chores. With Lincoln's political campaigning and
the additional entertaining the Lincolns were doing in the years
after they enlarged their house, they probably needed additional
help. Up to that time, however, it seems they had only one

servant. Emilie Todd recalled that just one girl helped Mary

1



during her visit in 1854-1855.°3

Certainly while campaigning,
Lincoln had little time for the chores he used to do when they

first moved into the house.

Gustave Koerner remembered that at the time of the visit to the
Lincoln home by the Republican nominating committee, a black man

was helping Mrs. Lincoln set up refreshments and he referred to
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Lincoln as "Master." He does not appear in any record, and it

seems most probable that he was temporary help for the special

occasion.

When the Lincolns moved to the White House, they took two ser-
vants with them from Springfield. Mary Lincoln wrote to her
friend Mary Brayman in June 1861, commenting:

In New York, I procured an excellent
dressing maid and seamstress, the girl Ellen,
whom I brought from S -- is not expert with
her needle, or does not understand arranging
or dressing a lady. Yet she is the most reli-
able, truthful, kindhearted girl about chil-
dren, I have ever known....She is so kind I
dislike to part with her, now as my boys, have
grown too large, to require a nurse. We
brought a man witgsus, who takes care of them,
most of the time.

The Lincolns easily entered into Springfield social life. Mary
had mingled in the best society in her home town, Lexington,

Kentucky, and when she went to live with her well-to-do sister,

Mrs. Ninian Edwards in 1839, she was launched into Springfield



Society. She became known as one of the town "belles." Lincoln
was also a popular young man, well-known for his wit and enter-
taining stories. Mary, 1ike her sister, attended the Presbyteri-

an Church and probably attended some of the Presbyterian Church

suppers, where Mrs. Edwards was famed for her chicken sa]ad.56

After the Lincolns' marriage, they annually rented a pew. Al-
though Mr. Lincoln was not a church member, he often accompanied

Mary.

Isaac Arnold, a friend of the Lincolns and a frequent visitor to

Springfield, recalled “"the dinners and evening parties given by

57 He recounted:

Mrs. Lincoln."
In her modest and simple home, everything
orderly and refined, there was always, on the
part of both host and hostess, a cordial and
hearty Western welcome, which put every guest
perfectly at ease. Mrs. Lincoln's table was
famed for the excellence of many rare Kentucky
dishes, and in season, it was loaded with
venison, wild turkey, prairie chickens, quail
and other game, which was abundant. Yet it
was her genial manners and ever kind welcome,
and Mr. Lincoln's wit and humour, anecdotes
and unrivalled cqﬂgersation, which formed the
chief attraction.

On several occasions when Lincoln was unable to accompany his
wife to social functions, his law clerk Gibson Harris, escorted
her. Harris' recollections include a vivid description of Mary's

personality:

- "



As a frequent visitor I was made welcome
at the Lincoln home, and on two different oc-
casions, at the insistence of Mr. Lincoln, he
being unable to attend, I became Mrs. Lin-
coln's escort to a ball where I danced with
her. I always found her most pleasant-man-
nered. She was a bright, witty and accom-
plished young woman, naturally fond of fun and
frolic, but very staid and proper when it was
in order to be so. I was impressed with her
brilliant conversational powers, and t§§ supe-
rior education she constantly evinced.

A letter written in November 1860 from the daughter of one of the
Lincoln's friends, Ada Bailhache, to her mother, described both
Lincolns:
I spent an evening at Mr. Lincoln's a few

evenings since and had a very pleasant time.

Mr. L. has not altered one bit -- he amused us

nearly all the evening telling funny stories

and cracking jokes....Mrs. L. 1is Jjust as

agreeable as ever, does not put on any airs at

all but is pleasant and 61@1kat’ive and enter-

taining as she can be....
Mrs. Lincoln's own correspondence provides several references to
other evening parties. The following invitation to the wife of
another Springfield lawyer was for an impromptu gathering at the
Lincolns'. Mary wrote to Mary Brayman on a Saturday afternoon in
1857, "...we would be much pleased to have you, Mr. B -- and the
young ladies come round, this eve about seven and pass a social

61

evening also any friend you may have with you." = Another example

of a small party at the Lincoln home may be found in Mrs. Lin-
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coln's correspondence to Hannah Shearer in April 1859; she wrote,
"Mr. Dubois' family and Mr. Hatch took tea with us a few evenings

. 6
since...." 2

The Lincolns were particularly busy during Christmas, New Years,
the first part of the year when the state legislature met, and in
June during berry season. They were hosted by their friends and
neighbors and periodically gave large entertainments themselves.
The earliest evidence of large parties at the Lincoln home is a
check written by Lincoln to W.W. Watson, confectioners, in Decem-

ber 1855.°%3

Watson was famous for his macaroon pyramids, accord-
ing to Caroline Owsley Brown, a pre-Civil War Springfield resi-
dent. She wrote:
Mr. Watson, the confectioner, way back in

the forties, had gone to St. Louis to learn to

make the famous macaroon pyramids, without

which no party table was complete, each New

Year's table bore one of thesg4sticky monu-

ments as its central adornment.
Watson also advertised such items as, "Fresh Baltimore Oysters in
cans, Hamburgh Cheese, W.R. Cheese, Pine Apple Cheese, Sardines,
Zante Currants, Citron, Almonds, English Walnuts, Cranberries,
Crackers, Assorted 100 Boxes Candies, Cove Oysters, Sultana

Raisins, Belden's Sugars, Brazil Nuts, and Fireworks."65

Mr. Lincoln's check to Watson probably covered accumulated

charges, including the famed macaroon pyramids. One recorded

ra¥al



instance of Mrs. Lincoln's use of these confections is a re-

collection that after a party in 1861 she gave one to a neighbor

who had just had a baby.66

On New Year's Day it was customary in Springfield for the resi-
dents to hold open house. On New Year's, in 1860, Mrs. Lincoln

commented to her friend Hannah Shearer, "...tomorrow I must rise

w67

early, as it is receiving day... A vivid description of this

custom and the need for arising early may be found in Mrs.
Brown's account:

As a child, I can remember the great hur-
ry and flurry that stirred the household on
this festive occasion, to get the parlors to a
comfortable degree of temperature, for some
early birds came about 9 o'clock, and they
were generally quite old birds that should
have known better....

In this icy atmosphere egg-nogg was very
tempting, and many a young gallant found it
hard to stand upright about six P.M. At each
house the caller was expected to eat oysters,
chicken-salad, drink coffee, put down a saucer
of ice-cream and cake, and nibble a few bon-
bons. Where the oranges came in I do not
know, but this I can confirm, that with skins
cut in fancy shapes, they were always present
on the table, as well as raisins, almonds, and
white grapes. The first oranges of the season
came at Christmas and the Nﬁy Year, and very
seldom at any other time....

In February of 1857 and 1859, at which time the legislature was
meeting, the Lincolns gave large parties. Ruth Painter Randall,

in her biography of Mary Lincoln, described these parties as
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"political entertaining" by the Lincolns. Mary Lincoln wrote

to her sister Emilie Helm about the party she and Mr. Lincoln
gave on February 5, 1857:

Within the Tlast three weeks, there has
been a party, almost every night and some two
or three grand fetes, are coming off this week
-- I may perhaps surprize you, when I mention
that I am recovering from the slight fatigue
of a very large and I really believe a very
handsome and agreeable entertainment, at least
our friends flatter us by saying so -- About
500 were invited yet owing to an unlucky yain,
300 only favored us by their presence....

For such large entertainments, Caroline Owsley recounted that it

was customary to dismantle the beds to allow for more room.71

Lincoln, himself, took part in the preparations for this party;
several of the extant invitations are in his hand. They read,

"Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln will be pleased to see you Thursday evening

72

February 5 at 8 o'clock." Henry G. Little, one of the legisla-

tors who attended the party in February 1857, later remembered
the food arrangement and a comment made to him by Mr. Lincoln:

A long table was stretched nearly the
whole length of the room, while above the ta-
ble was a succession of shelves growing nar-
rower upward. On these shelves the edibles
were placed, and the guests...were left to
help tpgmselves, the waiters serving only
coffee.

Lincoln joined Little before the table and asked jokingly, "Do

they give you anything to eat here?"74
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A different kind of party was given in June, during berry season.
Mrs. Lincoln wrote to her friend Hannah Shearer in 1859 describ-
ing her recent activities:

For the last two weeks, we have had a
continual round of strawberry parties, this
last week I have spent five evenings out....
This last week, we gave a strawberry company
of about seventy.... After raspberry time75we
will resume, doubtless our usual quiet....

John T. Stuart wrote to his daughter (June 2, 1856) describing
one of these strawberry parties:

I was invited to Cousin Ann's today after
Church to eat strawberries and ice cream. We
had a fine dinner and plenty of cream and
berries. Lincoln and Cousin Mary76Mother and
Myself and Dr. Wallace were there.

The Springfield children occasionally had their own festivities
to attend. In January 1856, the governor held a party at his new
residence for the Springfield young people on the evening fol-
lowing a party he gave for their parents. John Stuart described
the celebration (January 13, 1856) to his daughter:

The next evening all the small "folks"
were invited.... The house was full of boys
and girls. The gas was in full operation --
the band was in attendance -- all the rooms
were thrown open, and all the children danced
or at least hopped around. John [Stuart, Jr.]
danced all evening in his way. Next day he
and Bog7Lincoln were hunting up the dancing
master.

"""



Robert joined the Springfield Cadets, an organization of Spring-

field youth.78

They practiced military drill, marched in pa-
rades, and attended evening parties given in their honor. On

July 3, 1858, the Cadets placed a notice in the Illinois State

Journal thanking one of their hosts:
The Springfield Cadets return their sin-

cere thanks to Gen. John Cook for the elegant

entertainment and other courtesies rece?ged at

his residence...on Thursday evening....
Robert's younger brother, Willie, had a grand celebration, a com-
bination birthday and going-away party, given December 21, 1860.
"Willie's birthday came off on the 21st of December," Mrs. Lin-
coln wrote Hannah Shearer, "and as I had long promised him a
celebration, it duly came off. Some 50 or 60 boys and girls

attended the ga]a...."80

The Lincolns, themselves, held a final, grand going-away party,
February 6, 1861, before moving into the Chenery House Hotel
where they made their final arrangements for moving to Washing-

ton. A correspondent of the St. Louis Missouri Democrat who

attended the Lincolns' "levee," as it was called, reported:

It was a great outpouring of citizens and
strangers, together with the members of the
Legislature. Your humble servant was invited
to attend. Mr. Lincoln threw open his house
for a general reception of all the people who
felt disposed to give him and his lady a
parting call. The levee lasted from seven to



twelve o'clock in the evening, and the house
thronged by thousands up to a late hour. Mr.
Lincoln received the guests as they entered
and were made known. They then passed on, and
were introduced to Mrs. Lincoln, who stood
near the center of the parlors, and who, I
must say, acquitted herself most gracefully
and admirably. She was dressed plainly, but
richly. She wore a beautiful, full train
white moire antique silk, with a small French
lace collar. Her neck was ornamented with a
string of pearls. Her head dress was a simple
and delicate vine arranged with much taste.

She displayed but Tlittle Jjewelry, and
this was well and appropriately adjusted. She
is a lady of fine figure and accomplished ad-
dress, and is well ca]culQﬁed to grace and do
honors at the White House.
From these accounts of the daily life and entertaining of the
Lincolns, it is apparent that they changed the small house on 8th
Street into an acceptable house for substantial gatherings and
for raising their active family. The evidence about the family's
size, economic status, and social schedule also indicate that the

house was a very lively, and quite lived-in structure while the

Lincolns called it home.
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SECTION D: EVIDENCE OF ORIGINAL FURNISHINGS

INTRODUCTION

The evidence of original Lincoln Home furnishings includes a wide
variety of sources: drawings and photographs, contemporary ac-
counts, evidence of the 1861 sale of Lincoln furniture, Spring-
field account books which list Lincoln family purchases, existing
furniture, and records of furniture which is now missing. As new
documentation is found, it should be added to this report. One
area which needs further research is past exhibitions (such as

state centennial exhibitions) of Lincolniana.

This material has been organized by Tlocation within the house
(first floor, kitchen, and second floor furnishings) with sepa-
rate sections on accessory furnishings, floor coverings, tex-
tiles, and wallpaper. The first floor furnishings are also di-
vided into well-documented items and not well-documented items
and are listed alphabetically by type of artifact. The contempo-
rary accounts and pictorial evidence are discussed separately and

by reference in the discussions of different areas.

CONTEMPORARY ACCOUNTS

Although some information is available for the entire historic
period, many accounts describing Lincoln's home were written at

the time of his nomination for the presidency. The following



pages, presented in chronological order, present those accounts
that refer to the interior appointments of the house, including
several written by Lincoln's contemporaries but after Lincoln's
death. One of these accounts lists Lincoln furniture purchased
by the Lucien Tiltons who rented the Lincoln home while Lincoln
was President. These accounts focus on the first floor rooms,
primarily the east and west parlors. A summary of the furniture
mentioned begins on page 43:

Account by Charles Carleton Coffin, western correspondent of the

Boston Journal, May 1860, quoted in Paul Qng]e, ed., The Lincoln
Reader (New Brunswick, 1947), pp. 278-280.

...I crossed the hall and entered the library.
There were miscellaneous books on the shelves,
two globes, celestial and terrestrial, in the
corners of the room, a plain table with writ-
ing materials upon it, a pitcher of cold wa-
ter, and glasses, but no wines or liquors....

Springfield (Mass.) Republican, May 23, 1860.°

As nearly as could be made out in the
evening light [of May 19], his dwelling house
ijs of the style and character suited to his
position in life. It is a two-story wooden
house of more than ordinary good exterior; and
the interior arrangements are such as show
that good taste and good domestic rule reigns
within. The furniture, without pretension to
show, was neat, and in admirable keeping with
what is understood to be his moderate pecuni-
ary ability. Everything tended to represent
the home of a man who has battled hard with
the fortunes of 1life, and whose hard experi-
ence has taught him to enjoy whatever of
success belongs to him, rather in solid sub-
stance than in showy display.



New York Evening Post, May 23, 1860.3

I found Mr. Lincoln living in a handsome,
but not pretentious, double two-story house,
having a wide hall running through the centre,
with parlors on both sides, neatly, but not
ostentatiously furnished. It was just such a
dwelling as a majority of the well-to-do res-
idents of these fine western towns occupy.
Everything about it had a look of comfort and
independence. The 1library, I remarked on
passing, particularly, that I was pleased to
see long rows of books, which told of scholar-
ly tastes and culture of the family.

New York Commercial Advertiser, May 25; the New,York Evening Post,
May 26; and New York Sun, May 30, June 9, 1860.

The door opens into a broad hall, with
rooms upon either side. Mr. Lincoln, who had
been apprised of our coming, stood at the back
end of the double parlor on the left,--in
which was a bookcase filled with law books,--
and the committee and other guests upon enter-
ing grouped themselves around him.

By editorial correspondent of The Utica Morning Herald, letter
dated Springfield, I1linois, June 21, 1860, and reprinted in
the New York Semi-Weekly of Jg]y 6, 1860, under the caption,
"An Evening with Lincoln." Ed.

I have an instinctive aversion to dogging
the footsteps of distinguished men. Nothing
was farther from my thoughts four days ago
than a visit to Abraham Lincoln. Nothing
seemed more impossible than that I should ever
---before or after his election to the Presi-
dency---join the great mob of those who should
'pay him their respects'....

I had Tittle difficulty in finding the
place of my destination. A modest-looking
two-story brown frame house, with the name
"A. Lincoln" on the door plate, told me that
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my pilgrimage was ended. I was met at the
door by a servant, who ushered me into the
parlor, and carried my note to Mr. Lincoln,
who was upstairs. The house was neatly with-
out being extravagantly furnished. An air of
quiet refinement pervaded the place. You
would have known instantly that she who pre-
sided over that modest household was a true
type of American lady. There were flowers
upon the table; there were pictures upon the
walls. The adornments were few, but chastely
appropriate; everything was in its place, and
ministered to the general effect. The hand of
the domestic artist was everywhere visible.
The thought that involuntarily blossomed into
speech was, "What a pleasant home Abe Lincoln
has."

Presently, I heard footsteps on the
stairs, and a tall, arrowy, angular gentleman,
with a profusion of wiry hair "lying around
loose" about his head, and a pair of eyes that
seemed to say "make yourself at home," and a
forehead remarkably broad and capacious, and
arms that were somewhat too long and lank for
a statue of Apollo, made his appearance. The
1ips were full of character, the nose strongly
aquiline, the cheekbones high and prominent,
and the whole face indicative at once of good-
ness and resoluteness. In repose, it had
something of rigidity, but when in play, it
was one of the most eloquent I have ever seen.
None of his pictures do him the slightest jus-
tice. His presence is commanding---his manner
winning to a marked degree. After you have
been five minutes in his company you cease to
think that he is either homely or awkward.
You recognize in him a high-toned, unassuming,
chivalrous-minded gentleman, fully posted in
all the essential amenities of social life,
and sustained by the infallible monitor of
common sense.

He approached, extended his hand, and

gave mine a grasp such as only a warm-hearted
man knows how to give. He sat down beside me

NC



on the sofa, and commenced talking about po-
litical affairs in my own State with a knowl-
edge of details which surprised me....

New York Herald, June 26, 1860.°

Mr. Lincoln lives in a plain brown two-
story wooden house, a little off at one side
of the city, which is without ornament on it
or in 1its grounds around it. Everything be-
speaks a becoming absence of affectation and
love of show, and an almost becoming absence
of taste and refinement....The internal ap-
pointments of his house are plain but taste-
ful, and clearly show the impress of Mrs. Lin-
coln's hand, who is really an amiable and ac-
complished lady.

New York Herald, August 13, 1860.7

In a large two-story frame house, bearing
no slight resemblance to Washington's head-
quarters at Cambridge, Massachusetts, now the
residence of Professor [Henry Wadsworth]
Longfellow, resides the Republican candidate
for President of the United States, Abraham
Lincoln. It 1is situated at the corner of
Eighth and Jackson Streets in this city.

Here Mr. Lincoln has resided for some
twenty years, since 1844. The edifice affords
no indications of ostentation. It has no or-
naments, no flowers or shrubbery, no marble
vases or cooling fountains, no fashionable
fences surrounding it, but is built plumb out
to the sidewalk, the steps rather encroaching
on the walk. It is like the residence of an
American gentleman in easy circumstances, and
js furnished in like manner. It is not near
so aristocratic an establishment as the houses
of many members of your Common Council. In
short, there is no aristocracy about it; but
it is a comfortable, cosy home, in which it
would seem that a man could enjoy life, sur-
rounded by his family.
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Frank Leslie's ITlustrated Newspaper, November 17, 1860.8

It [the Home] stands on a sort of plat-
form of brickwork, and is two stories high,
having two windows on each side of the door
and five on the upper story. The side view
shows it has an extension and side entrance
with a receding stoop running the whole length
of the extension. In the rear are the stables
and barn. The edifice is painted a pale choc-
olate color, and the window blinds are of deep
green. The roof extends a Tlittle over the
edges, like that of a Swiss cottage. The
rooms are elegantly and comfortably furnished
with strong well-made furniture, made for use
and not show. On the front is a black door
plate, on which, in silvered Roman characters,
js inscribed the magical name "A. Lincoln."

Frank Leslie's Illustrated Weekly Magazine, March 9, 1861.9

...simply and plainly fitted up, but are not
without indications of taste and refinement.
They are the "leisure-rooms," as parlors might
properly be called, of the great majority of
Americans in comfortable circumstances in
country towns, and will doubtless suggest to
the reader many a pleasant hour passed in such
apartments....The rooms are elegantly and
comfortably furnished with strong well-made
furniture, made for use and not for show.

Chicago Tribune, May 6, 1865.-0

There is little of the furniture in the
house which belonged to Mr. Lincoln. In the
front parlor is a whatnot and a small marble-
topped table on which was lying a beautiful
cross of white camellias. In the back parlor,
which he was accustomed to use as his study,
is his bookcase. This was his favorite room,
and here he toiled and wrote unconsciously
preparing himself for the great mission he was
to fulfill....A heavy oaken bedstead and a
chamber set conclude the relics.
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The following article is dated February 18, 1867, but the news-
paper is not identified; found in Kenneth Scott, "Lincoln's Home
in 1860," Journal @f the I1linois State Historical Society, Vol.
XLVI, No. 1, p. 12.°°

The plain, two-story brown house in which
Mr. Lincoln lived, is well represented in the
steel engraving found in Dr. [Joseph G.]
Holland's Life of Lincoln. It is located on
Eighth Street, two or three blocks southeast
from the State House. Fronting westward and
southward on two streets, it stands about fif-
teen feet from the sidewalk, its sombre aspect
in full keeping with the memories which clus-
ter around it.

A single elm tree, half a foot or so in
diameter, near the edge of the sidewalk, is
the only object which relieves the eye from a
full view of the house. On the south, a close
board fence encloses the lot two-thirds of its
length, the rest of the yard, including that
in front of the house, being enclosed with a
plain picket fence. A climbing rose with a
few other shrubs are the only natural orna-
ments which adorn the place.

Through the centre of the house, east and
west, is a hall, on the left of which are two
parlors connected by folding doors....On the
south side of the hall is a sitting room
fronting westward and southward; in the rear
of this, also fronting southward, is the
dining room, and still further east are the
kitchen and other rooms occupying the east
wing.

On the rear of the lot resting on the al-
ley, is a small barn and woodshed combined,
covered with boards rough from the saw, and
browned by the weather. The whole establish-
ment is embraced in a single lot, sixty by one
hundred and sixty feet [152 feet] in size. It
js a type of republican simplicity, which con-
trasts widely with the extensive mansion and
numerous outbuildings, the once beautiful gar-



dens, the extended lawns, and broad fields of
Mt. Vernon. The Tlatter was a home illustra-
tive of the tastes of the Virginia cavalier,
not more so than was the plain brown house in
Springfield, a home in keeping with the tastes
of the I1linois lawyer.

J.S. Bliss to W.H. HerndonIZJanuary 29, 1867, Herndon-Weik Collec-
tion, Library of Congress.

I presented myself to the door of our
nominee....

I was ushered into the sitting room by
the young man who answered the bell, and from
that place, I sent my verbal card to Mr. Lin-
coln....

I was sitting opposite the door and part-
ly in sight of the stairs. After a short
time, Mr. L. came tripping down the stairs, as
lively as a young man of sixteen years of age
-- sliding his right hand on the bannister.
He approached me and after shaking hands -- we
were soon immersed in a lively conversation on
various topics.

As I was from near Madison, Wisconsin, he
was anxious too and did inquire as to the re-
sources and development, to which I replied to
the best of my ability.

He spoke of the press in Wisconsin, and
gave readily the course they had pursued (es-
pecially some of the Milwaukee papers) as
readily as a resident of that city.

While sitting there, the chimney swallows
came down behind the fire boards, and abso-
lutely twittered, fluttered, and sung as to
nearly drown our voices.

I remarked that these birds rarely de-

scend so low but Mr. L. replied "that they
usually come down once a day!"
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On a section of the wall of his parlor,
hung a picture of himself and Mr. Herndon;
since he said he had not seen Mr. Herndon yet,
whereupon, I took the liberty to remark, that
they would meet in the city of Washington, ere
long to which he smiled in his thin, then,
usual good natured style.

We stepped to the opposite side of the
room where was one of the best executed pic-
tures of Mr. Lincoln I had ever seen and it
was this one, I was paying rather more than
ordinary attention.

He was immediately at my left, and point-
ing to it, said--"that picture, gives a very
fair representation of my homely face."

A whatnot in the corner of the room was
laden with various kinds of shells, I took one
in my hand and said:

"This, I suppose, is called a (Trowsby?)
to a geologist or naturalist." Mr. Lincoln
replied, "I do not know for I never studied
it."

....Mr. Lincoln following without his hat --
continuing conversation, shook hands across
the gate....!

Memoirs of Gustave Koerner, 1809-1896. Vol. II, pp.

A committee made up by the vice-presi-
dent, headed by Ashmun, the president, had
been appointed to inform Mr. Lincoln of his
nomination. They were to start in the morning
on an extra train. I went down to Springfield
on the regular train, and arrived a few hours
before the committee did. In company with E.
Peck, later one of the judges of the Court of
Claims in Washington, I called on Mr. Lincoln
at his handsome, but unpretending frame house
in a quiet part of the city. Entering the
hall, on the right, there was a 1library or
sitting room, which was joined at the south by

A1l

93-95.

13



another, probably the dining room. The door
of the first room was open, and there was a
sort of long table set on one side, on which
stood many glasses, a decanter or two of
brandy, and under the table a champagne bas-
ket. Cakes and sandwiches were just being
placed on the table by a colored man. We went
in there first, and asked the servant what the
proceeding meant. "0, this is for the Chicago
folks, that come down to congratulate master."
Presently, Mrs. Lincoln came in. After the
customary "how do you do's?", she asked us
what we thought of setting out this Tunch for
the committee. We told her at once that this
would hardly do. This meeting of the commit-
tee would be a somewhat solemn business.
Several, perhaps, of the Eastern men were
strictly temperance people, and they might
think treating the committee would not be the
proper thing. She remonstrated in her very
1ively manner, but we insisted on dispensing
with this hospitality, which we appreciated
ourselves, but which might be misconstrued. I
finally told the black man bluntly to take the
things out into the back room, which he did.
But, Mrs. Lincoln still argued with us.
Lincoln, being in the parlor right opposite,
came in, and learning of the trouble, said:
"Perhaps, Mary, these gentlemen are right.
After all is over, we may see about it, and
some may stay and have a good time."

We went to the parlor and gave Mr. Lin-
coln a good many particulars about the Conven-
tion, which, of course, interested him much.
Some very humorous remarks were made about it,
Mr. Peck himself being a very witty and lively
talker. Some other of Mr. Lincoln's particu-
lar friends called in. About six o'clock in
the evening, the committee called, and after
the usual salutation,---Mr. Lincoln standing
on the threshold of the back parlor and lean-
ing somewhat on an armchair,---the committee
formed before him in the front parlor, and Mr.
Ashmun very formally addressed him in a well-
considered speech. Mr. Lincoln Tlooked much



moved, and rather sad, evidently feeling the
heavy responsibility thrown wupon him. He
replied briefly, but very pointedly. Somehow,
all of us felt more serious than the occasion
called for. A1l appeared to have a foreboding
of the eventfulness of the moment, and all
felt that in this contest there was more than
the mere possession of power and office at
stake, nay, the vital principle of our nation-
al existence. Ice water, it being a very hot
evening, was the only refreshment served.

The Republican Committee of Springfield
had arranged an elegant supper for the commit-
tee at the hotel. After that, everyone re-
paired to the State House and the square
around it, where a vast deal of speaking and
cheering was going on.

Raymond made a most capital speech in the
hall of the House of Representatives,---one of
the finest of the kind I ever heard. He was
one of the great 1lights of the Republican
party of New York. The whole town was alive
all night. Champagne flowed in the hotels;
toast followed toast. Bands of music played
in the streets. Fireworks were let off. Even
the Democrats, who all liked Lincoln personal-
ly, joined in the jubilee.

Abraham Lincoln by Some MeQVWho Knew Him, "Recollections of Judge
Franklin Blades," p. 121.°

On being ushered upstairs I found Mr.
Lincoln and the Democratic State Auditor...
sitting on a high post bed, chatting with each
other, Mr. Lincoln particularly greeting all
who came into the room. Mr. Lincoln was not
then talked of for the presidency.

Summary of Furnishings Documented by Contemporary Accounts

Front Parlor:
15

Whatnot



Small marble-topped tab]e16

Fireboards17
A picture of himself [Lincoln] and Mr. Herndon18
A picture of Mr. Lincoln igpposite wall from picture

of Lincoln and Herndon)

A whatnot in the corner of the room20

Various kinds of shells (on whatnot)21

A Trowsby she1122

Flowers upon the tab]e23

Pictures upon the wa11524

A sofa25
Back Parlor:

Bookcase26

Long rows of books (in the Library)27

Arm chair (near threshold of hall and par]or)28

Two globes, celestial and terrestria129

A plain table with writing materials ypon it, a
pitcher of cold water, and glasses.

Sitting Room:

A sort of long table set on one side, on which
stand many glasses, a decanter or two oglbrandy,
and under the table a champagne basket.

Bedroom:

Heavy oaken bedstead32

Chamber Set; and high post bed>>
Windows:

Deep green window bh'nds.34



THE LINCOLNS' 1861 SALE OF HOUSEHOLD FURNISHINGS

In February 1861, before their departure for Washington, the Lin-
colns sold many of their household furnishings. The following
advertisement for their sale appeared January 29, 1861:

At Private Sale -- The furniture consisting of
parlor and chamber sets, carpets, sofas,
chairs, wardrobes, bureaus, bedsteads, stoves,
china, Queensware, glass, etc., etc. at the
residence, on the corner of Eighth and Jackson
Streets, is offered at private sale without
reserve. For35part1'cu]ar's apply on the prem-
ises at once.

This advertisement provides the only known contemporary listing

of the contents of the Lincolns' home.

One bill of sale from the Lincoln auction 1is extant. It

reads:
S. H. Melvin Bot. of A. Lincoln
6 Chairs @ 2.00 12.00
1 Spring Mattress 26.00
1 Wardrobe 20.00
1 Whatnot 10.00
1 Stand 1.50
9% Yds. Stair Carpet .50 4,75
4 Comforters @ 2.00 8.00
82,7550

The fact that the Lincolns sold many of their furnishings from
their Springfield home before moving to Washington adds credence
to the many stories of Lincoln furnishings descending in the fam-
ilies of Springfield residents. Also, an examination of the

White House records at the National Archives (Department of the
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Treasury) has revealed little or no information on what furni-
ture, if any, was moved from Springfield to the White House.
This absence in otherwise carefully detailed lists of expenses
suggests that little furniture was moved. The only references to
shipping charges are for large boxes. The Lincolns did purchase
many new furnishings while they were in the White House. These
numerous purchases also support the supposition that few furnish-

ings were brought from Springfield.

PICTORIAL EVIDENCE OF FIRST FLOOR FURNISHINGS

On March 9, 1861, three drawings of the new President's former
home, the Lincoln family's parlors and sitting room, appeared in

Frank Leslie's I1lustrated Newspaper. See illustrations 1 thru

3. These sketches show the appearance of the rooms during the
Lincolns' last winter in Springfield. Many of the details in the
illustrations compare well with documented surviving Lincoln fur-
nishings, such as the Volk Bust shown in the front parlor, or the
table from the Lincoln Memorial Collection, also shown in the
front parlor. The wallpaper, carpeting, and draperies, however,
are not as clearly depicted; it is supposed that the patterns

have been simplified.

In 1865, five stereoscope views were made of the home's interior

as it appeared during the Lincoln funeral held in Spm‘ngfie]d.37



(See illustrations 4 through 6 in Bearss, Report, LIHO.) Mr. and
Mrs. Lucien Tilton had been renting the house since the Lincolns
left Springfield, and most of the furnishings in the 1865 illus-
trations belonged to them. A newspaper account at the time of
Lincoln's funeral (see p. 38) and the large number of furnishings
which were purchased from the Lincolns by other Springfield
residents indicate that the Tiltons purchased very little furni-
ture from the Lincolns. Lincoln's secretary, bed, a marble-topped
table, a whatnot, and a chamber set are the only items which the
account specified they purchased. Both the secretary and bed ap-

pear in the stereoscope views.

Although these views were taken four years after the Lincolns
left Springfield, it is possible that the wallpaper and floor
coverings remained unchanged. (See pp. 145-150 for separate
discussions of wallpaper and floor coverings.) The carpet pat-
tern in the stereoscope view is very similar to the pattern shown

in the Leslie's Il1lustrated 1861 sketches of the parlors.

In the William Waud Collection at the Library of Congress, Prints
and Photographs Division, are three drawings of the Lincoln home
and one of the Globe Tavern also made at the time of Lincoln's
funeral.38 See illustrations 4 through 7. One shows the front

and back parlors, draped in honor of the funeral; two are uniden-
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tified. The placement of windows and doors, however, suggests
that illustration 5 is the front guest bedroom or downstairs sit-

ting room and that illustration 6 is Lincoln's bedroom.

RECORDED FURNISHINGS - FIRST FLOOR

In this section on recorded furnishings all information, unless
otherwise noted, was found in the Lincoln Home Files at the I11i-
nois State Historical Society Library. As a large body of mate-
rial comes from this source, only when an item has been directly
quoted is it footnoted. Most of this material has been duplicat-
ed and is also under accession file no. 1 at the Lincoln Home

National Historic Site, Springfield, I1linois.

Well-documented pieces are listed first. Those with strong asso-
ciations are listed in the section that follows. The material is

arranged alphabetically by object.

LINCOLN HOME FURNISHINGS WITH STRONG DOCUMENTATION

BOOKS:

Books Known to Have Been Owned by Abraham Lincoln:

Lincoln Books, Oldroyd Collection, The House Where Lincoln
Died, Washington, D. C.

Acts and Resolutions Passed at the First Ses-
sion of the Thirtieth Congress of the United
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States, printed by Ritchie and Hess, printers,
Washington, 1848, paper bound, inscribed four
times "A. Lincoln," catalogue no. 3303.

The Great Indian Chief of the West or, Life
and Adventures of Black Hawk (H. M. Rulison,
Philadelphia, 1856), brown cloth, catalogue
no. 3524.

Lincoln Books at the Library of Congress, Rare Books Division:

John G. Baldwin, Party Leaders (New York:
D. Appleton and Co., 1855).

The National Portrait Gallery of Distinguished
Americans (Philadelphia: D. Rice and A. N. Hart,
1856) 5 vols., I-IV, with inscription "A. Lincoln."

Scrapbook on Law and Politics and Times (Lexing-
ton, Kentucky: A. W. Elder, 1855), presented to
Lincoln in 1855 by his friend George Robertson.

Samuel Kirkham's English Grammar (Cincinnati, 1828).

Other References to Books Owned by Abraham Lincoln:

The following is a tentative list of works Lincoln owned before
leaving Springfield, based on four works: David C. Mearns, Three

Presidents and Their Books (1955); M. L. Houser, The Books That

Lincoln Read (1929); M. L. Houser, Lincoln's Education and Other

Essays (1957); and Rufus Rockwell Wilson, What Lincoln Read

(Washington, D. C., 1932). At this time, there is no complete

study of the books owned by Lincoln.

Angell Limitations in Equity
Anon. Wealth and Worth 1856



Bailey, N.
Baily, W.
Baldwin, J. C.

Beecher, E.
Benton, Thomas H.
Blanchard, R.
Blackstone, Wm.

Browne, C. C.

Burke, Edmund
Burns, Robert

Campbell, Wm. W.

Chandler, Mary G.

Channing, William
Ellery

Chitty, J.

Cook, E.
Croker, C.

Dalrymple, Sir J.
Day, J.

Dean

Drake, B.

Flint, Timothy
French, J.

Gibbon, Edward
Gibson, Robert
Gilman, C.
Goldsmith, Olijver

Goodloe, D. R.
Greenleaf, S.

Negro Equality (Scrapbook)

Unity of God

Flush Times of Alabama and
Mississippi

Riots at Alton

Thirty Years' View

Business Man's Assistant

Commentaries on the Laws of
England

Aretemus Ward: His Book
Holy Bible

Psalms

Essay on the Sublime and
Beautiful

Poetical Works

Life and Writings of DeWitt
Clinton (New York, 1849).
Inscribed on title page:
"A. Lincoln -- Springfield,
I11., Nov. 19, 1860."

Elements of Character

Works, 3 Vols.

Treatise on Pleading and
Parties to Action

Complete Poems

Popular Songs of Ireland

Great Britain and Ireland
Introduction to Algebra
Medical Jurisprudence
Life of Black Hawk

First White Man of the West
The True Republican

History of the Decline and
Fall of the Roman Empire

Theory and Practice of
Surveying

The I11linois Conveyancer

Miscellaneous Works

The Southern Platform

Treatise on the Law of
Evidence

1818

1858

1856

1839



Hallam, Henry
Halleck, Fitz-
Greene
Hickey, W.
Hitchcock, E.

Howells, W. D.
& Hayes

IT1T1inois
Indiana

Kirkham, S.
Knox, Rev. V.

Lanman, C.

Lincoln, A.
Lincoln, A.
Lincoln-Douglas
Livermore, G.

Lowe, A. T.
Mitchell, Donald G.
Neilson, W.

Olmsted, D.

Paley, W.
Parker, Theodore

Poe, Edgar Allen
Pope, Alexander

Reed, A. C.

Scripp, John Locke
Shakespeare, Wm.
Sheppard, F.
Simpson

View of...the Middle Ages

Poetical Works

Constitution of the United
States

Religious Truth ITlustrated
from Science

Life of Abraham Lincoln

Revised Laws (1829, 1841,
1843, 1845)
Revised Laws (1824)

English Grammar
Elegant Extracts

Dictionary of the United
States Congress

Address at Cooper Institute
Negro Equality (Scrapbook)
Political Debates

Historical Research...Negroes
as Slaves, as Citizens, and
as Soldiers

The Columbian Class Book

Fudge Doings

Syntax of the Greek Language
Introduction to Astronomy
Works
The Effect of Slavery on

the American People
Tales

Poetical Works

Life of George Washington
Life of Lincoln

Dramatic Works
Constitutional Textbook

Euclid ca.

1837

1860

1828

1858
1839

1860

1835



Story, Joseph Commentaries on Equity

Jurisprudence
Sumner Republican Party
Thayer, W. M. The Pioneer Boy
Webster, N. An American Dictionary 1858
Webster, N. Dictionary for Primary Schools 1833
Worcester, J. History, Ancient and Modern
Young, Edward Night Thoughts

Books Known to Have Been Owned by Mary Lincoln:

Collection of Mary Edwards Brown

Queens of England (LIHO 983); Novella (Present location unknown);
Arithmetic (Present location unknown

These works were acquired from Mary Edwards Brown. According to
Mrs. Brown, they belonged to her great-aunt, Mary Todd Lincoln.

According to the Catalogue Card No. 983, the Queens of England

book is signed with a signature "Mary Lincoln, 1860," which does
not match other known Mary Lincoln signatures, and there is an-
other discrepancy in that the book's publication date is 1861.
According to James Hickey, the Mary Lincoln signature is authen-
tic and Mrs. Lincoln was often inconsistent on dates. She pur-

chased four copies of this book.

Springfield Purchases

Two books purchased by the Lincolns in Springfield from Irwin and

Co. on December 31, 1846, are: Eliza Leslie's Directions for

Cookery in Its Various Branches (20th edition, Philadelphia,




1844) and Leslie's The House Book or A Manual of Domestic Economy

for Town and Country (8th edition, Philadelphia, 1845).

Oljver R. Barrett Collection

Two books listed in the 1952 Oliver R. Barrett Auction Collection
Catalogue are:
Mary G. Chandler's The Elements of Character

(Boston 1858), black cloth, inscription "Mary
Lincoln" came from Mrs. C. Smith's attic.

T.B. Read's The Female Poets of America (Phil-
adelphia, 1852), full stamped leather, in-
scribed "Mary Lincoln."

Miscellaneous Written References to Mrs. Lincoln's Books:

According to Rufus Wilson's What Lincoln Read, Mrs. Lincoln sub-

scribed to The Southern Literary Messenger.39 The Lost and Found;
40

or Life Among the Poor was given to Mary Todd Lincoln in 1860.

Emilie Todd Helm recalled that during her visit to the Lincolns
in 1854-1855 her sister Mary was reading the poems and novels of

Sir Walter Scott.*!

CHAIRS:

Side Chairs, Set of six, mahogany, mahogany veneer and oak (LIHO
1116, 1117, 1118, 1119, 1120, 1121)
These chairs were acquired in 1974 from the Historical Society of

Pennsylvania as part of a collection which once formed the Lin-

coln Memorial Col]ection.42 In 1886, S.B. Munson, Secretary of



the Lincoln Memorial Collection, began procuring artifacts for
the purpose of a public display. The collection was on display
at 94 Market Street in Chicago from 1887 to 1894. In 1894, the
collection was sold by the Stan V. Henkels auction house.43
Louis Clark Vanuxen and his son-in-law, William Potter, purchased
many pieces from the collection. When Vanuxen died in 1904, one-
half of the collection and an heir's share went to Potter. Pot-
ter persuaded the remaining heirs to present the collection in

1914 to the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, where it remained

until 1974.

According to the Henkels Catalogue, lot numbers 1594 to 1599,
listed as "Six antique mahogany chairs with tufted haircloth
seats," as well as lots 1592, "an antique mahogany side table,
with white marble top (marble broken)," 1593, "large French plate
mirror, gilt frame," and 1600, "large Axminster rug," were all
obtained from Allen Miller of Springfield who bought them from
Lincoln at his February 1861 sale. The catalogue entry states
that the furniture was accompanied by an affidavit of the Miller
family attesting to its authenticity. An affidavit in the files
was written by Mr. and Mrs. Lafayette Smith, neighbors of both
the Millers and Lincolns, which confirms that the Millers bought
the furnishings listed above. The description of the rug, how-

ever, differs in the affidavit which describes it as a "plush



hearth rug." The latter description, being older, is probably
more accurate. A line drawing in the Henkels Catalogue depicts
one of the chairs and the table which further identifies them.
These chairs are also identical to four side chairs which appear
in the 1861 Leslie's drawings of the east and west parlors.
These six side chairs are among the best documented pieces of

Lincoln furniture known today.

A close examination of the chairs reveals that they are each
marked on the top of the inside front rail with numbers. Identi-
fying the members of a set in this way was a standard cabinetmak-
ing practice. In this instance, the numbers range from I through
XI which suggests that there was a set of at least twe]ve.44
Chairs were commonly bought in sets of twelve. A signed bill of
sale by Abraham Lincoln to Dr. Samuel H. Melvin shows that Dr.
Melvin also bought six chairs at the February 1861 sa’le.45 Dr.
Melvin's chairs may have been the remaining members of this set.

Rocking Chair, Caned Seat and Back (LIHO 47)
Side Chair, Caned Seat (LIHO 28)

The rocking chair, purported to be Mrs. Lincoln's sewing chair,
and the side chair are two items acquired by the Lincoln Home in
1929 from Elizabeth (Mrs. F. P.) Ide. These items were stated by
affidavit to have belonged to Mrs. Lincoln. Their Lincoln prove-

nance is logical; however, when objects change hands several



times, there is a greater chance of the original item being
separated from its documentation. In this case, the artifacts

appear to be the ones discussed in the affidavits.

Mrs. Ide purchased these items from a Springfield antiques deal-
er, Lucy Rhea, who collected Lincoln Home furnishings. Mrs. Rhea
purchased the furnishings from Annie Kavanaugh, the daughter of
Hugh Gallagher, expressman for J. Hough's cabinetmaking shop.
Annie Kavanaugh wrote the affidavit. In her statement about the
rocking chair dated August 21, 1926, she claimed:

...on one occasion when Mrs. Lincoln visited

at the home of Hugh Gallagher she identified

this rocking chair by saying "that is the 1lit-

tle rocking chair that I rocked my babies in"

and that affiant was present and heard Mrs.

Lincoln make this remark; that said rocking

chair came into the possession of affiant's

immediate family on the occasion of Mrs. Lin-

coln refurnishing her home some years prior

to 1861.
The affidavit for the side chair has not been located; however a
list of items acquired from Mrs. Ide, which includes this chair,
states that it was accompanied by one. Also, according to this
list, two other cane seated side chairs "of the Lincoln period"
were acquired from Mrs. Ide because of their similarity to the
Lincoln one. An examination of the catalogue cards shows a pair
of chairs (LIHO 26 and 27) to be those chairs. They have been

mistakenly catalogued, however, as also having a history of



Lincoln ownership. An examination of the chairs shows that they
are not from the same set as the one with a Lincoln history (LIHO

28).

Furthermore, there is a possibility that chairs in the style of
LIHO 28 were not available at the time the Lincolns Tlived in
Springfield. These chairs were factory made, inexpensive, and
very popular during the 1870s. The earliest suggested date for

this style is 1865.%6

Although dating according to style is not
conclusive, until further evidence becomes available, this chair

(LIHO 28) should not be exhibited in the Lincoln Home.

Fancy Painted Chairs (LIHO 59, 66, 77, 79, 92, 98, 1061, 1190)

A set of eight rush seated painted fancy chairs has been returned
to the Lincoln Home by at least four different sources, each with

a possible history of Lincoln ownership.

In 1958, Mrs. Elizabeth Pasfield of Springfield donated two fancy
chairs (LIHO 59 and 66). At the time, Richard Hagen, Historical
Consultant for the Division of Parks and Memorials, wrote Mrs.
Pasfield saying:

The chairs are absolutely identical to four
other Hitchcock chairs, Catalogue Nos. 77, 79,
92, 98, which have been in the house for some
time;...this makes them doubly important to us
because they help to establish the authentici-
ty of the chairs we had previously.



Hagen's use of the word "authenticity" implies that these chairs,
as well as the set of four previously acquired, were Lincoln

chairs.

The files on these chairs are incomplete. Only one letter was
located which referred to the Pasfield gift and no information

was found on the other four chairs.

In 1976, two chairs (LIHO 1061 and 1062) and two couches (LIHO
1059 and 1060) from the Oldroyd Collection at Ford's Theater were
transferred to the Lincoln Home. The rush bottomed fancy chair
(LIHO 1061) from this collection is identical to those chairs

previously acquired by the Lincoln Home.

According to Charles H. Coe's Descriptive Catalogue of the 01d-

royd Collection, the rush bottomed chair (LIHO 1061) was present-

ed to the Oldroyd Collection by Mr. and Mrs. L. H. Coleman who
bought it from the Lincolns in 1861.

The chair also appears in the stereoscope view of the Oldroyd

Collection taken in 1885.

Although the evidence on six of these chairs is very slim, the
history of the Oldroyd chair appears reliable and its similarity
to the other chairs suggests that all are from a set owned by the

Lincolns.



An eighth chair (LIHO 1190), identical to LIHO 1061, was acquired
by the Lincoln Home in 1983. Its history, although not complete,
indicates that it was originally a Lincoln chair. The donor was
Dr. Kane Zell, of Glen Arbor, Michigan. His affidavit dated
June 9, 1983 reads:

In 1855 or 1856, Mrs. Lincoln refurnished the
Lincoln home. At that time a number of dining
chairs were taken from the home to the Lin-
coln-Herndon Law Office, where they remained
until Mr. Lincoln went to Washington as Presi-
dent.

My great-grandmother, Mrs. Caroline Kane,
1ived on South Second Street on or adjacent to
the present site of the I11inois Supreme Court
Building. She and her family were close
friends of Lincoln's law partner, Billy Hern-
don.

When Lincoln went to Washington, Billy Herndon
asked Mrs. Kane if she would like to have one
of Mr. Lincoln's chairs. On her agreement,
the chair, first used in the Lincoln home and
later in the Lincoln-Herndon Law Offices, was
given to Mrs. Kane by Billy Herndon.

Upon Mrs. Kane's death, the chair went to
Judge Charles Filo Kane of Springfield. Upon
Judge Kane's death in 1918, the chair went to
a cousin, Mr. Henry Kane Tully, of New York
City. It remained in his possession until
1946. At Mr. Tully's death, the chair went to
Dr. Kane Zelle of Springfield, the great-
grandson of Caroline Kane. The chair has been
in the possession of Dr. Zelle since that
date, except for a period of time when the
chair was displayed at Hugh Garvey's Lincoln
Museum on Eighth Street, near the Lincoln
home.

Rocking Chair, mahogany, upholstered in black haircloth

This chair does not appear in the stereoscope view taken of the
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Oldroyd Collection in 1885, but Coe's 1896 Inventory of the

0ldroyd Collection states:

Rocking Chair, black haircloth, mahogany; a
favorite with Mr. Lincoln. Sold by him in
1861 to Mﬁ§s Lydia Rockhill, of Springfield,
I1linois.
Oldroyd himself (in an interview) mentions that he acquired the
chair from "some dressmaking sisters named Rockhill who purchased

it at the Lincoln sale in 1861.“49

In 1896, the Oldroyd Collection was housed in the House Where
Lincoln Died (Petersen House) on 10th Street, Washington, D. C.
The present location of the chair is not known, although the
National Park Service acquired the 0ldroyd Collection in the
early 1930s. Presumably the chair was separated from the collec-
tion between 1896 and 1930. Since Oldroyd purchased the chair
directly from the Rockhill family, who were residents of Spring-
field at the time of Lincoln's sale, its provenance appears reli-

able.
CLOCKS:

E. Howard and Co. Wall Clock (LIHO 54)

The Lincoln Home acquired the E. Howard and Co. Wall Clock in
1953 from Minnie Smith Johnson, Mary Todd Lincoln's niece.

According to Mrs. Johnson, the wall clock was given by Abraham



Lincoln to his brother-in-law, Clark M. Smith, just before his
departure for Washington. The E. Howard Company introduced this

50

model of clock about 1857. It is illustrated in their 1874

catalogue (reprinted in 1972 by The American Clock and Watch

51 The clock was intended to supply jewelers, railroad

Museum).
stations, dispatcher's offices, and other areas needing a large,

durable and reliable clock.

Although the history of this clock indicates it was owned at one
time by Lincoln, it is not a very plausible item for him to have
placed in his home. A clock such as the Kegwin and Alsop one, or
a French clock, would be more in keeping with the taste displayed
by the Lincolns' other furnishings. The possibility that Lincoln
purchased this clock for his office or that it was a presidential
gift is a more likely explanation for Lincoln's ownership of this
large regulator clock. The fact that he gave the clock to his
brother-in-law, who owned a store, suggests he may have had the
store in mind as a possible location for the clock, when he made

the gift.

Kegwin and Alsop Clock (Present Tocation unknown)

The Historical Society's catalogue record on this clock indicates

it contains a paper label identifying the clock as one manufac-



tured by Kegwin and Alsop of Springfield who were in business

during Lincoln's residence there.

According to the Lincoln Home Files, at the I1linois State His-
torical Society Library, the clock was returned to the Lincoln
Home by gift of Mr. H.D. Holt of Dunedin, Florida. He had ac-
quired it from Emily Jackman Dawson, along with an affidavit (a
copy of which is now in the Lincoln Home Files at the Il1linois
State Historical Society Library) signed by her October 19, 1960,
giving the Dawson family history of the clock:

...That my husband [Walter Lincoln Dawson]

always stated that the above mentioned clock

was purchased by his father [Charles Dawson]

at an auction in which some of Mr. Lincoln's

household possessions were sold when he moved

from Springfield to the White House.
The identification of the clock as a Springfield make manufac-
tured between 1840 and 1860, and Dawson's position as both a San-
gamon County resident and client of Lincoln's tends to confirm

the family history that Dawson purchased it at the Lincoln 1861

sale.
HALL STAND:

Hall Stand (LIHO 51)
A combination hat and umbrella stand was presented to the Lincoln

Home in 1950 by Mrs. Bert Wheeler, the grandaughter of Dr. Newton

~



Bateman, a friend of Lincoln's and State Superintendent of Public
Instruction 1859-1862 and 1864-1874. According to the Bateman
family tradition, Lincoln offered this friend his choice of the
furniture before the 1861 sale. Bateman selected the hall stand
and there is some evidence that Bateman also chose a hall chair

which accompanied the stand. An article in Lincoln Lore (No.

1318, July 12, 1954) on "Chairs used by the Lincolns" Tlisted the
following item:

Bateman -- Springfield Hall Chair: Newton

Bateman purchased from Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln a

hat tree and hall chair. The hat tree was

returned to its former location in the Lincoln

Home at Springfield but the tall attractgze
hall chair apparently did not accompany it.

LIGHTING DEVICES:

The Lincolns' purchases in Springfield indicate that they used
both candles and lamps. On April 16, 1844, Mrs. Lincoln pur-
chased two lamps from Irwin & Co. for $1.50 and on November 29,
1849, the Lincolns purchased a wall lamp from J. Bunn & Co. A
wall lamp appears in one of the Waud drawings, ca. 1865 (See il-

lustration No. 5).53

It is not clear from the drawing which room
is illustrated. The placement of doors and windows indicates the
room shown may be either the south front bedroom or the sitting

room.

o~



Girandoles”?

The Leslie's Illustrated drawings of the double parlor and sit-

ting room show girandole sets on every mantelpiece and do not in-
dicate any other lighting devices in those rooms. The Lincolns,
however, did purchase several lamps as mentioned above. The
available accounts of the Lincoln family purchases at Tocal
Springfield stores show that for the winter and spring of 1859
the Lincolns purchased an average of four pounds of candles per
month. (See pp. 114-118 for a listing of the Lincolns' numerous
candle purchases.) These purchases indicate a regular usage of

candlelight in the Lincoln home.

Two sets of girandoles, one of which is now at the Lincoln Home,
have a history of Lincoln ownership.

Girandoles, (LIHO 150-152), a set consisting of two single-arm
‘candTeholders and one three-stick candleholder

Stylistically, these girandoles are appropriate for the period
and they are very similar to those on the mantel in the Leslie's
I1lustrated drawing of the Lincolns' front parlor. The provenance
of these girandoles indicates that they were originally owned by

the Lincolns.

They were given by Mr. and Mrs. John Herndon of Springfield to
the Lincoln home in 1964. According to the Herndon family, the

”~ A



girandoles had been given by Mrs. Lincoln as a farewell gift to
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Smith before the Lincolns left for Washing-
ton. The girandoles became part of an inheritance Mrs. Kate
Herndon received from Nettie Smith, daughter of the Stephen
Smiths. John Herndon then inherited them from his mother, Mrs.

Kate Herndon. A newspaper article in a 1927 Bloomington Panto-

graph pictures the girandoles and outlines this history. John

Herndon signed an affidavit dated March 8, 1965, also recounting

the history.55

Mary Edwards Brown, grandniece of Mary Todd Lincoln, signed an
affidavit on May 2, 1925, which outlined the history of another
girandole set. She stated:
....when preparing to leave Springfield for
Washington, Mr. Lincoln presented them [giran-
doles] to Mrs. Mary Black Remann, a friend and
neighbor of the Lincoln family. That upon the
death of Mary Black Remann, they came into the
possession of her daughter, Miss Mary Julia
Remann, and, upon her death, into the posses-
sion of the affiant, Mary Edwards Brown [niece
of Mary Julia Remann].
The provenance appears reliable; however, the location of this

girandole set is unknown.
MIRRORS:

Mirror (LIHO 1115)
This mirror was one of nine items purchased by Mr. Allen Miller

of Springfield from the Lincolns at their 1861 sale. These fur-



nishings were accompanied by an affidavit dated April 10, 1886,
written by Mr. and Mrs. Lafayette Smith, also Springfield re-
sidents who verified the Miller history of these items. (See pp.
53-55, 72-73, 138 for discussion of other Miller furnishings.)
The mirror then became one of the Lincoln artifacts acquired by
the "Lincoln Memorial Collection" in 1886. In the 1894 Henkels
auction catalogue of the Lincoln Memorial Collection, the mirror
was described as a "Large French-plate mirror, gilt frame." This
mirror was later donated to the Historical Society of Pennsyl-
vania (1914) and purchased by the National Park Service for the
Lincoln Home in 1974. This mirror appears to be the one shown in

the 1861 Leslie's Illustrated drawing of the Lincolns' sitting

room, above a two-drawer sewing table.

SECRETARY-DESKS:

Secretary-Desk (Location unknown)

The available evidence, outlined below, indicates the original
Lincoln home secretary was one of the furnishings purchased by
the Tiltons, the family who rented the Lincoln home after the
Lincolns moved to Washington. An account written at the time of
Lincoln's funeral in Springfield mentions the secretary in the

back parlor as one of the few original Lincoln pieces left in the

P



house. (See p. 38 for full account.) It is also illustrated in
a stereoscope view of the Tilton parlor taken at the time of the

funera1.56

A comparison of the secretary that appears in the Tilton stereo-

scope view with the one in the Leslie's Illustrated drawings

(with some allowance for artistic license in the latter) indi-
cates they are the same piece of furniture. Both the drawing and
the stereoscope view show a large piece of furniture, with a deep
desk top and curved side supports on the base. The location of
this secretary is unknown; however, the Tiltons moved to Chicago
from Springfield and their belongings are believed to have been

destroyed in the Chicago Fire.
SEWING BASKETS:

Sewing Basket (LIHO 278)

Information found on the catalogue card states that the basket
belonged to Mrs. Lincoln. The provenance was not included on the
card. However, an affidavit found in Accession File No. 1,
signed on May 2, 1925, by Mary Edwards Brown [who was the grand-
daughter of Elizabeth Todd (Mrs. Ninian Edwards), Mary Lincoln's
sister] lists a sewing basket. It is Item No. 6 of 26 items she

lists and the entry reads "work basket of Mrs. Abraham Lincoln."

P



LIHO 278 is very likely the basket which Mrs. Edwards mentions.
Several items from Mrs. Edwards' list are now located at the Lin-
coln Home (the sewing basket and a few pieces of furniture).
Other identifiable items on the 1ist, such as the tablecloth used
at the Lincolns' wedding, were acquired by the State. (See Ap-
pendix II for complete 1list.) The Il1linois State Historical
Society Library also has two sewing baskets with a history of

ownership by Mary Lincoln.

SOFAS:

Pictorial and written evidence show that the Lincolns had at
least two sofas in their home at the time of Mr. Lincoln's elec-

tion.

Two sofas appear in the 1861 Leslie's Illustrated drawings of the

Lincoln parlors, and one of the newspaper's correspondents who
visited the Lincoln home in 1860 recorded that he sat on a sofa
in the parlor while talking with Mr. Lincoln. (See p. 35 for a
full account.) One of the Lincoln sofas was new a few months
before the Lincolns moved to Washington, according to a letter
written by Mrs. Lincoln, who expressed concern about the storage

of belongings they left behind.57

Four sofas and one lounge have a history of being associated with

the Lincoln home. While it is possible that all of these sofas



were owned by the Lincolns (assuming they bought new ones and
discarded old ones over the years), it is unlikely they would
have gone through so many. The best documented sofa is in the
Chicago Historical Society. Affidavits, beginning with the pur-
chaser who attended the 1861 Lincoln sale, trace it to the Gun-
ther Collection and the Chicago Historical Society. (See pp. 71,
85-86, 87, 91-92, 98, 105 for discussions of Lincoln furniture,

including this sofa, at the Chicago Historical Society.)

Sofas (LIHO 1059, 1060)

The following entries from Charles Coe's 1896 Descriptive Cat-

alogue of the 0ldroyd Lincoln Memorial Collection briefly present

the provenance of two sofas from the Oldroyd Collection, now at
the Lincoln Home. One of the sofas (LIHO 1059) was described:
No. 2. Sofa, black haircloth mahogany; 6 ft.
9 in. long, scroll ends. This was the first
sofa owned by the Lincoln family, and was
purchased by Mr. Lincoln when he commenced
housekeeping in Springfield, I1linois in 1844.
When he broke up housekeeping, previous to his
departure for Washington in 1861, it wag sold
to Miss Lydia Rockhill, of Springfield.
It also appeared in the 1885 stereoscope view of Oldroyd's Col-
lection. This sofa was catalogue no. 4495 of the Ford's Theatre
Collection (purchased as part of the Oldroyd Collection in 1926)

before its transfer in 1977 to Lincoln's Springfield home.
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Sofa (LIHO 1060) described in 1896 by Coe:
No. 3. Sofa, black haircloth, solid rosewood;
5 ft. 3 in. long; a more modern pattern than
the preceding, regarded by the family as a
choice parlor piece. Sold by Mr. Lincoln in
1861 to the father 5gf Richard S. Burch,
Springfield, I1linois.
This sofa was catalogue no. 4496 in the Ford's Theatre Collec-

tion.

Lydia Rockhill and Burch were both Springfield residents contem-
porary with the Lincolns. According to a letter written by Mary
Lincoln (May 29, 1862), the Lincolns left some of their belong-
ings, including a sofa, with William S. Burch, father of Richard
Burch. Mrs. Lincoln wrote, "I see by the papers that Mr. Burch
[William S. Burch] is married---we have some pieces of furniture
still remaining at his house....The sofa, at Mr. Burch's was new,
a few months before we 1eft...."60 Mrs. Lincoln's description of
the sofa as "new" would correspond with the one from the 0ldroyd
Collection. It is in the rococo revival style, the newest fash-
ion for the 1850s and 1860s. Mr. Burch's marriage may have been

the occasion for his purchase of this sofa.

Both Oldroyd sofas have fairly strong histories of Lincoln owner-
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