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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
.c oramemora tive

Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial contains two primary groups of /3ri^&* aaia- structures,
the Lincoln Living Farm and the Nancy Hanks Lincoln Memorial Center and Cemetery, both 
of which are connected by two trails. Heavily wooded, the Park contains three roads, 
a service road, and two railroad lines.

The memorial complex focuses on the Nancy Hanks Lincoln Memorial Building, which
terminates an axis running along an allee which has a large flagpole as the other
terminus. Behind the flagpole, to the north, is the cemetery in which Nancy Hanks
Lincoln is interred. Fronting the Memorial Building, and forming a cross axis to the
allee, is a lozenge-shaped parking lot serviced by an access road from State Highway
3^5. Future plans call for the removal of this parking area and the development of a
larger lot to the west, reached via State Highway 162..
C ommemorative
J&G&y&L-e structures within the memorial are:
HS-1 Nancy Hanks Lincoln Memorial Building. This one-story limestone ashlar building
consists of two matching memorial hall wings, one dedicated to the memory of Nancy
Hanks Lincoln and the other a chapel, connected by a semi-circular gallery which has
been enclosed with visitors facilities and an auditorium developed to the south of
the gallery. Between and flanking the four doorways opening from the gallery into the
courtyard are five large limestone bas-relief murals carved by E. H. Daniels representing
the progressive steps in the life of Abraham Lincoln with appropriate inscriptions
above. The interior is finished in St. Meinrad limestone and various hardwoods. It is
in excellent condition.
HS-3^1- Powerhouse. A one-story limestone building, this boiler house is solidly
constructed with a tall, square limestone chimney. Sited west of HS-1, it is next
to the proposed site of the new parking lot. Presently . abandoned, it has been buried,
except for the smokestack, beneath new dirt. Needless to say, it is in ruins.
HS-30 Stone walls. Enclosing the parking lot in front of HS-1 are walls forming a
lozenge- shaped space. Centered on each of the long sides are and 60' openings
flanked by stone wall piers. At the northeast and northwest corners are 7' "wide
openings. The wall is V-0" high x l'-8" thick x 775 f combined length. It is in fair
condition.
HS-29 Plaque. A 3 f x^' bronze plaque on a 2' -8" high wedge-shaped sandstone block
5 f xU ! at the base and 5'xl' on top. It is centered at the south end of the allee and
the north end of the parking lot. Erected by the Indiana Lincoln Union, it describes
the site. It is in excellent condition.
HS-28 Allee. A 370 'x60' grass mall leading from the parking lot north toward the
cemetery, it is flanked by a pair of 7' wide gravel walks which rise at the north by
steps, and meet to form a single walk to HS-27. On either side and the north end of
the allee are dense woods. It is in excellent condition.
HS-27 Flagpole. A 100' high steel flagpole painted silver stands centered on a rise
at the north end of the allee. l f -7H in diameter at its base, the pole stands on a
molded bronze base ^-'-0" maximum diameter and 2 f -l l! high. This in turn stands atop
a l'-0" high molded hexagonal limestone base 3 f -6H maximum on a side. The condition
is excellent.
HS-26 Cemetery. A small community cemetery enclosed by a 101'-9"x78 t black iron
fence. Besides the grave and marker of Nancy Hanks Lincoln, the cemetery contains
seven other headstones and 1^ plain grave markers. It is in good condition.
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HS-33 Cemetery Gates. A pair of "black iron gates, 13 f -7" wide x 7 f -V maximum high 
 which lead from State Highway 3^5 to a presently overgrown road leading to HS-26. 
They are in good condition.
HS-31 Benches and Walks. Located primarily around the Memorial Building complex 
are a number of dirt and gravel trails,, 10 log benches, and 22 limestone benches. 
Overall, their condition is good.

At the north end of the Park is the Linclon Living Historical Farm. Designed to 
recreate the environment in which young Lincoln grew up, the Farm is focused upon 
the site of the original cabin, which was revealed by archeological excavation. 
Besides the reconstructed historical structures, there are numerous fields in which

ypica1 of those grown in the area at the historic period. The 
structures are as follows: 

HS-2 Cabin Site Memorial. A bronze casting of the original sill logs and stone 
hearth of the original 20'xl7 f cabin revealed by excavation. The original hearth 
stones are presently located in the Memorial Visitors Center (HS-l). The bronze 
casting is about 3' below grade and is surrounded and set off by a ^2 f x^2' limestone 
wall, I 1 -6" thick x i| f -6 If high. The Memorial is in excellent condition. 
HS-3 Log Cabin. A one-and-a-half story, one-room cabin of square hewn logs. It has 
a stone fireplace with a stick and clay chimney. Reconstructed in 1968, it measures 
l6'x21 f -9". It is in excellent condition.
HS-U Stable. A one-and-a-half story, three-room stable of square hewn logs. 
Measuring 20'-9"x20 T -10" it has a 10'-6"x20'-6" addition to the west and a 9'-6"x20'-6" 
open porch on the front (south) side. Reconstructed in 1968, it is in excellent 
condition.
HS-5 Corn Crib. An 8'x8' one-room, one-story storage shed of square hewn logs. 
Reconstructed in 1968, it is in fair condition.
HS-6 Chicken House. A lV-9"xl8'-3" one-story, one-room poultry shed of square 
hewn logs. Reconstructed in 1968, it is in fair condition.
HS-7 Smoke House. An 8'-10"xll f -ll" one-story, one-room building of square hewn 
logs. Reconstructed in 1968, it is in excellent condition.
HS-8 Workshop. An l8 f -3nxl^ f -9" one-story, one-room building of square hewn logs. 
It has a 2'-8" deep open porch on the front (south) side. Reconstructed in 1968, 
it is in excellent condition.
HS-9 Privy. An S'-IO'^S'-IO" one-story, one-hole privy of vertical boards. 
Reconstructed in 1968, it is in deteriorated condition.
HS-10 Yard Structures. A U f -0"xV-6" hay feeder, a whet wheel, a log hay stack, and 
ash hopper, and a kettle rack. Reconstructed in 1968, they are in good condition.
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HS-11 Fences and Gates at the Farm Complex. Reconstructed in 1968, they are in 
good condition.
HS-32 Lincoln Spring. Located near the railroad is a round masonry wellhead which 
has been capped. It is in excellent condition.

Connecting the Lincoln Memorial Visitor Center and the Lincoln Living Historical 
Farm are two foot trails through the woods. The eastern trail, known as the Trail 
of Twelve Stones, contains several historic structures. They are, from north to 
south, as follows:
HS-12 Spencer County Memorial. A ^- T -6"x2'-6 nx8 l -0" high gray granite memorial with 
bronze plaque. Erected in 1917 by Spencer County, it is in excellent condition. 
HS-12a-HS-12k Eleven Stones. Small stones set in concrete bases with bronze plaques. 
Placed by the Indiana Lincoln Union, the stones, in order, are as follow: 12a-8tone 
from Lincoln's Birthplace; 12b-Stone from Jones Store at Jonesboro, Indiana; 12c-Stone 
from the "Western Sun and Advertiser," Vincennes, Indiana; 12d-Stone from the 
Berry-Lincoln Store, New Salem, Illinois; 12e-Lexington, Kentucky Bricks; 12f-First 
Inaugural Address Marker; 12g-01d Capitol Stone, Springfield, Illinois; 12h-Gettysburg 
Rock; 12i-White House Stone; 12j-Stone from Anderson Cottage Soldiers Home, Washington, 
B.C.; and 12k-Stone from the Petersen House where Lincoln died in Washington, B.C. Their 
conditions are one excellent, three good, five fair, and two deteriorated. 
HS-25 Nancy Hanks Lincoln Stone. A V-0Hx2'-3" gray granite stone on a V-6"x6 f -0" 
gray granite base, 5 1 overall height. It is in excellent condition and is located 
slightly east of the flagpole (HS-27).

Non-historic structures within the Park include several houses, farm complexes, and 
a church, all at the north end of the Park in what was formerly part of Lincoln City.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial derives its significance from two sources. The first 
is the fact that Abraham Lincoln gre¥ into manhood here. Moving in l8l6, when Lincoln 
was seven years old, Thomas Lincoln established a pioneer farm which he held until 1830, 
when his son was twenty-one. The second area of significance stems from the death of 
Nancy Hanks Lincoln and her subsequent internment in the community cemetery near the farm.

Following the assassination of Abraham Lincoln this vital site in his famous career was 
virtually ignored. However, in 1879 the grave of Nancy Hanks Lincoln was located and 
a headstone was placed by Peter E. Studebaker. Little else was accomplished until well 
into the twentieth century despite valiant efforts by local citizens' groups. In 1917 
the cabin site was located and marked on April 28 of that year. During the 1920's the 
effort to memorialize Nancy Hanks Lincoln snowballed and in 1926 the Indiana Lincoln 
Union was created. A successful fund-raising campaign netted almost $230,000 by 1930, 
Work on the Memorial then commenced. The allee leading to the grave, designed under 
the direction of Frederick Law Olmste^d, was completed in 1930. The flagpole was 
dedicated July 12, 1931. In 1933 a trail with twelve stones from buildings associated 
with significant events in the life of Lincoln, was completed to the Lincoln cabin site. 
By 1937 land acquisition for both the State Memorial and the State Park was completed. 
Work on the Memorial Building began in 19^1. Designed by Richard E. Bishop, it featured 
large limestone panels carved in bas-relief by E. H. Daniels under the direction of Lee 
Lawrie. Despite wartime contingencies, the Memorial was completed by 19^ with such 
a scale and quality as to make it one of the most notable memorials to an American 
woman.

In 1962 the Indiana Legislature donated llU acres of land and Public Law 87-^07 provided 
for the establishment of Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial. Following acquisition it 
was determined that as an interpretive device the reconstruction of a farm similar to 
that known by young Lincoln would be desirable. Following meticulous research the 
present Living Historical Farm was constructed in 1968. p

Thus, Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial represents an appropriate architecturally and 
artistically significant monument to Nancy Hanks Lincoln and a recreation of the 
environment in which one of the greatest presidents of the United States grew up.
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The sandstone hearthstones from the Thomas Lincoln 1816-1830 cabin site in the 
Memorial's collection 'were located and excavated by archeological methodology. 
They derive their historical significance through their association with Abraham 
Lincoln.


