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Meriwether Lewis and William Clark

led the men of their Corps of Discovery
up the Missouri River where it runs along
Nebraska and Iowa. They were assigned by
President Thomas Jefferson to explore the new
Louisiana Purchase, meet its inhabitants, record
and collect specimens of the region’s plants and
wildlife, and hopefully find a waterway to the
west coast. The captains had 22 soldiers, 2 inter-
preters, 16 more men (including some French
boatmen) who were to help the expedition as far
as what is now Mandan, North Dakota, and a
slave named York, who was Clark’s manservant.

C‘F or about three months in 1804, Captains

oing upriver, the expedition used a

keelboat and two smaller boats called

pirogues. These were
moved by pulling with ropes
from the shore, poling, row-
ing and, occasionally, by
using their sails. The plan
was for the keelboat and
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¢ i . ’ the boatmen to return to
"4 St. Louis in the spring of
~ 1805 with journals, letters

and specimens that had been

The Hourney Continues

collected on the way to the winter quarters at
Mandan while the rest of the expedition contin-
ued to the Pacific Ocean.

hile some people think that Lewis
and Clark led the first whites
through this region, actually several
others had already been here. Most of these
earlier travelers were French fur
traders upon whose maps and
knowledge the Americans
relied.

R
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oing upriver, the men
could sometimes
make no more than
10 miles a day against the
5-mile-per-hour current of the
Missouri River but during their
return journey in 1806 they spent only about

10 days covering the same distance. That year, 7 \
on September 8 alone, the men made 78 miles. e k. '
Fifteen days later, the Corps of Discovery

reached St. Louis again, concluding a trip of two .

years, four months and nine days during which A )

the men had become the first Americans to cross " - P

the continent to the Pacific Ocean and back. Fort Atkinson SHP 6-NE
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Lewis and Clark Sites within Iowa
(with interpretive panel)
1-IA

Waubonsie State Park: On July 16, 1804, as
the Corps approached Iowa on the Missouri
River, the men saw few trees on an endless
prairie, including the hills that Clark described in
his journal as “bald-pated”.

Although now heavily wooded, those hills,
called the Loess Hills, retain some prairie along the
many trails within this state park.

To visit Waubonsie, exit east of 1-29 at Exit #10
onto Iowa Highway 2 and travel approximately 5 miles
to the park entrance; 712-382-2786.

2-TA

Lake Manawa State Park: After passing the Platte River on
July 21, the Corps of Discovery paused in a shaded area near
present-day Lake Manawa to dry and repair equipment. Called
White Catfish Camp because Silas Goodrich caught a white
catfish here; this six-day rest was the longest the men had since
setting out May 14.

At 1,529 acres, Lake Manawa State Park has a 660-acre
ox-bow lake that was once the Missouri River, bike trails to the
Western Historic Trails Center and the Wabash Trace, nature
trails, campsites, boat ramps, swimming beach and the large
Dream Playground for children. To visit the park, leave I-80 at
Exit 3, go south to U.S. 275, turn west to South 11th Street
and south to Shore Drive which leads around the lake to the
park on the lake’s south side. 712-366-0220.

3-1A

Western Historic Trails Center: With exhibits related to the
travels of Lewis and Clark as well as those who journeyed on
the Oregon, California and Mormon Trails, the center also has
an Towa Welcome Center and gift shop. The center is just south
of Exit 1B on I-80 in Council Bluffs. 712-366-4900.

4-TA

Lewis and Clark Monument Park: This monument honoring
Lewis and Clark sits atop a bluff'in a park north of Council
Bluffs, the city that now bears the name that they bestowed on
the region. The monument offers vistas of the Council
Bluffs/Omaha metro area and the valley of the Missouri River.
Trails lead along the ridges of nearby bluffs.
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To visit the monument, leave I-29 at Exit 55 to North 25th
Street, turn left onto Nash Blvd., to Big Lake Park, follow the
winding road under low railroad bridge (9°-4” clearance) to
stop sign, turn left on 8th Street, turn left again at Monument
Road and follow to the entrance of Lewis and Clark
Monument.

5-IA

Wilson Island Recreation Area: Heading upriver
here on August 5, 1804, the Corps of Discovery
made exceptionally good mileage—20-1,/2 miles.
However, while hunting that evening, Clark realized
that for all their effort going up the river that

continually looped back upon itself, the men were

camping only 370 yards from where they had been
the previous night.

Encompassing 577 acres, Wilson Island
Recreation Area has boat ramps on the
Missouri, campsites, public hunting and fish-
ing. It is about 6-1,/2 miles west of 1-29 at
Exit 72 on marked gravel roads, or via the
adjacent DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge;
712-642-2069.

6-IA

DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge: In
this area, Private Joseph Field killed the
first badger seen by any American. Lewis skinned and stufted it
to send back to President Jefferson. The refuge is a stopover for
the fall migration of snow geese and other birds and has exhibits
showing artifacts recovered from a riverboat that sank here in
1865. Exit 75 on U.S. Hwy 30 westbound; 712-642-4121.

7-1A

Remington Access: On August 6, 1804 Clark noticed two
men were missing. Private Moses B. Reed and La Liberte, a
boatman, had deserted. Reed was found by searchers and
returned to camp on August 18. Court-martialed for desertion,
he ran a gauntlet of the men four times, receiving about 500
lashes. Discharged from the Corps, he was assigned to the
boat crews and sent back to St. Louis the following spring.
La Liberte was captured briefly but escaped again and nothing
more was heard of him.

With a boat ramp on the Missouri River, Remington Access is
about 5-1 /2 miles west-southwest of [-29 at Exit 89 on marked
gravel roads.

8-IA

Little Sioux Access: On August 8, 1804, as the keelboat
passed the Little Sioux River, one of the men summoned Lewis
from his cabin to see what appeared to be a white sheet spread
across the river. As they drew closer to this phenomenon, the
men realized it was a layer of feathers. For more than three
miles the keelboat passed through the stream of feathers 70
yards wide until they reached a sandbar where thousands of
pelicans were molting. Attempting to shoot one, Lewis was so
distracted by clouds of mosquitoes that he fired blindly yet
killed one of the pelicans. Upon examining it, he
was amazed to learn that its pouch could hold
five gallons of water.

With a boat ramp on the Missouri, Little
Sioux Access is on a paved road that leads west
from 1-29 at Exit 95, turning right, just before
a trailer park, to follow the Little Sioux River
for a short distance to the Missouri.

9-IA

Huff-Warner Access: Mosquitoes were not the only problem
the men had. As they moved upriver, their keelboat continually
hit sandbars and was nearly upended several times.

With a boat ramp on the river, Huft-Warner access is 2-1,/2
miles west-southwest of I-29 at Exit 105.

10-IA

Lewis and Clark State Park: Near here on August 10, 1804,
Clark said “This place is called Coupe a Jarche a place where the
river cut through and shortend the River Sevl mls.”

An old loop that was cut off when the river cut a new course
years ago is now a 250-acre oxbow lake in Lewis and Clark
State Park, which has replicas of the keelboat and pirogues
used by the Corps of Discovery. Campsites, trails and swim-
ming, are available at the park just west of I-29 at Exit 112 near
Onawa; 712-423-2829.

11-IA

Whiting: Again, the Corps learned how much the Missouri
meandered when, after traveling 18-3 /4 miles on August 12,
1804, one man paced oft 974 yards to the previous night’s
campsite. Four miles southwest of 1-29 at Exit 120.

12-TA
Snyder Bend County Park: On August 13, 1804, Lewis and
Clark passed where James McKay had a trading post from 1795
to 1796. Five men sent to an Omaha village found only graves;
the Indians had been devastated by smallpox four years earlier.
Snyder Bend is west of I-29 at Exit 134 and is near Brown
Lake where hunting and fishing are permitted. 712-946-5622.

13-IA

Sgt. Floyd Monument and Park: On July 31, 1804, when the
Corps was near the Council Bluft, Sergeant Charles Floyd
wrote, “I am verry Sick and Has been for Somtime but have
Recoverd my helth again...” Although he did not mention his
health again, Floyd did not really improve and, on August 20,
he died near present-day Sioux City, probably of appendicitis.
Buried atop a bluff overlooking the Missouri, Floyd was the first
American soldier to die west of the Mississippi River and was
the only member of the Corps to die during its entire journey.
On September 4, 18006, as they returned east, the men found
Floyd’s grave had been partially opened so they filled it with
more dirt.

The obelisk marking Floyd’s grave is southeast of downtown
Sioux City on a bluff that offers a panoramic view of
the tri-state area and the Missouri River. To visit

the Sgt. Floyd Monument, leave 1-29 at Exit 143,
go east to U.S. 75 and then north about two
miles.

14/15-IA

Sioux City: The day after Floyd was buried, the Corps
passed the Big Sioux River which, an interpreter told Clark, orig-
inated far to the north where one of its creeks “passes thro Clifts
of red rock which the Indians make pipes of and when the differ-
ent nations meet at those quaries, all is piece.” At Pipestone,
Minnesota, the site remains sacred to many Native Americans
who quarry its blood-red rock to create ceremonial pipes.

A similar stone, Sioux quartzite, is used in some of Sioux
City’s buildings, notably City Hall.

16-IA
Stone State Park: As the expedition passed the Big Sioux,
Clark noted that the hills north of the Missouri were about
170 feet high and ran next to the Big Sioux for several miles.
Northwest of Sioux City, Stone State Park has 1,069 acres
with hiking, biking and nature trails, campsites, lake and stream
fishing and overlooks across the three-state region. To reach the
park, leave 1-29 at Exit 151 and go north on Iowa Hwy 12
(Riverside Blvd.) to the park entrance. 712-255-4698

IOWA ATTRACTIONS
(from south to north)

Loess Hills Scenic Byway

More than 220 miles of roads create the Loess Hills Scenic
Byway, which runs from Iowa’s southern border to north of
Sioux City. Formed near the end of the last Ice Age by
windblown particles, the Loess Hills of western Iowa comprise
a landform, culture and ecosystem that is unique in the world,
made of pure loess. The Byway’s main route is paved although
some of the loops use gravel roads as they pass cities and towns,

farmland, natural areas including woods and prairie, orchards,
historic sites, overlooks and three state parks. Information about
the Loess Hills is at all [owa Welcome Centers.

Sidney
Fremont County Historical Museum: On the courthouse
square, this museum has Indian artifacts, rodeo history. Open
summer weekends and by appointment; 801 Indiana Avenue;
712-374-2335.

Glenwood
Mills County Historical Museum: In Glenwood Park just east
of downtown, this museum has Indian arrowheads, spear points,
pottery and other artifacts collected in the area. Outside are a
Native American earth lodge replica and historical buildings
including a barn, schoolhouse and jail. The park has a trail
around the lake plus an outdoor amphitheater; 712-527-5038.

Council Blufts

General Dodge House: This brick Victorian home with peri-
od furnishings was built in 1869 for Grenville Dodge, a Union
general who, after the Civil War, directed construction of the
first transcontinental railroad. 605 3rd Street; 712-322-2406.

Historic Squirrel Cage Jail: In this 1885 Lazy Susan jail, the
cells rotated to allow viewing of all cells from one vantage point.
Now, it is only one of three such jails left in the nation.

226 Pearl Street; 712-323-25009.

RailsWest Railroad Museum: A former Rock Island depot
that recalls the city’s railroad history with railroad memorabilia
and a large HO-scale model railroad, the museum also has
tull-size train cars and steam locomotives outside. 16th Avenue
and South Main Street; 712-323-5182.

Wabash Trace Nature Trail. Listed among the nation’s top
ten trails by Mountain Biking magazine, this 67-mile-long
hike-bike trail, which has some sections for riding horses, begins
at Council Bluffs and ends up at the state’s southern border.
The northern trailhead, just south of the U.S. 275 intersection
with Towa Hwy 92, connects with Lake Manawa
State Park and the Western Historic Trails
Center.

Kanesville Tabernacle: A replica of the log
structure that was the first tabernacle for the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints recalls when thousands of
Mormons paused here on their way west. 222 E. Broadway;
712-322-0500.

Ameristar Casino Hotel: This luxury resort features
riverboat gaming, 160 hotel rooms, four restaurants,
live entertainment, river cruises meeting space, and Kids
Quest. 2701 River Road; Phone 877-IM A STAR.

Blufts Run Casino: Featuring the region’s only greyhound
races, this casino also has simulcast horse and dog races, keno,
slot machines, live entertainment, restaurants and a large RV
park. 2701 23rd Avenue; 800-238-2946.

Harveys Casino Hotel: This luxury resort features riverboat
gaming, 250 hotel rooms, restaurants, live entertainment,
convention facilities, cruising on the river and is adjacent to
golf courses. One Harveys Boulevard; 800-373-LUCK.

Crescent
Hitchcock Nature Center: Hiking trails and overlooks of the
Loess Hills and Missouri River’s valley are throughout this
nature preserve that encompasses woodlands and prairie.
I-80, Exit 61-A to Crescent, then north on Iowa Hwy 183;
712-545-3283.

Oakland
Nishnabotna Heritage Museum: Located in a former depart-
ment store amid the Oaklands historic downtown buildings,
recalls southwest Iowa history from prehistoric animals to when
Euro-American cultures arrived. 118 North Main Street;
712-482-6802.

Walnut
Called Iowa’s Antique Capital, Walnut has the state’s largest
grouping of antique dealers in its historical downtown build-
ings. I-80, Exit 46, turn south into town. 712-784-2100.

Missouri Valley

Harrison County Historical Village and Iowa Welcome
Center: Sited next to a collection of historical buildings that
have welcomed visitors for decades, the welcome center and gift
shop serve cherry juice to visitors, just like the original owner
of the village did. 2931 Monroe Avenue (east of Missouri Valley
on U.S. 30); 712-642-2114.

Willow Lake County Recreation Area: This county park has
campsites, fishing, a swimming beach and year-round cabins.
2725 Easton Trail, west of Woodbine on County Road F20L;
712-647-2785.

Harrison County
Small’s Fruit Farm: This is one of several Loess Hills produce
farms where visitors pick their own strawberries, pumpkins,
apples and more or buy what’s in the store. Exit 89 on 1-29,
then east on Iowa Hwy. 127; 712-646-2723.

Loess Hills State Forest
This preserve encompasses forest and prairie in several parts
of the Loess Hills. Near Preparation Canyon State Park is an
observation platform with interpretive panels. 712-456-2924.

Onawa
Casino Omaha: Casino gaming with
restaurant, lounge, gift shop and live enter-
tainment. Located west of Onawa at Exit 112
on 1-29; 712-423-3700.

Sloan
Winnevegas Casino: Casino gaming with a restau-
rant, lounge, gift shop and live entertainment. West of
Sloan and I-29 at Exit 127; 712-428-9466.

Sergeant Bluff
Mid-America Air Museum: Near the Sioux Gateway Airport
(west of [-29 at Exit 141), this aviation museum has scale
model and rare full-size aircraft, historical displays, collections
of uniforms and hands-on exhibits; 712-252-5300.

Sioux City

Belle of Sioux City: This riverboat offers casino gaming, restau-
rants, live entertainment, lounge and cruising on the Missouri.
100 Larsen Park Road; 800-424-0080, 712-255-0552.

Chris Larsen Park: Sioux City’s premier riverside park on the
Missouri River has a children’s playground, outdoor entertain-
ment center, volleyball sand courts, sculptures, and a paved
hike-bike trail that follows the Missouri and Big Sioux Rivers.
1000 Larsen Park Road; 712-279-6126

The Sergeant Floyd Riverboat Museum and Iowa Welcome
Center: Housed in a former survey boat used by the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, the Sgt. Floyd tells the story of
Lewis and Clark and has exhibits about watercraft from
dugouts and keelboats to paddlewheelers and tugs that have
plied the nation’s inland waterways. 1000 Larsen Park Road;
712-279-0198.

K.D. Station: Once the heart of Sioux City’s stockyards,
this former meat packing plant now holds restaurants, shops,
small businesses and family entertainment. 2001 Leech
Avenue; 712-277-8787.

Historic 4th Street District: Just east of downtown, this
area of early 20th Century brick warchouses is now a
trendy spot with specialty shops, pubs and restaurants.

Sioux City Art Center: This new, 45,000 square-foot

facility not only contains exhibits of the fine arts but is a
work of art in itself] especially its cylindrical, glass-walled atrium.
225 Nebraska Street; 712-279-6272.

Sioux City Public Museum: Located in a Romanesque
mansion, this museum has Civil War and Indian artifacts and
displays related to the city’s history. 2901 Jackson;
712-279-6174.

Trinity Heights: This religious center displays a life-sized
wood carving of DaVinci’s Last Supper and two 30-plus foot-
tall, stainless steel statues of the Virgin Mary and Jesus amid
outdoor gardens. 2501 33rd Street;

712-239-8670.

Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center: Located in the Loess Hills
near Stone State Park, this center depicts the region’s prairie life,
flora and fauna through exhibits and hands-on children’s activi-
ties. On Sioux River Road (Iowa Hwy 12); 712-258-0838.

For more information on the sites and
attractions within lowa, contact the follow-
ing: Division of Tourism, 888-472-6035,
515-242-4705; www.traveliowa.com

lowa Dept. of Cultural Affairs (information
about lowa historical sites);
515-281-6412;
www.state.ia.ua/government/dca

lowa Dept. of Natural Resources;
515-281-5918; www.state.ia.us/dnr

*Western lowa Tourism Region;
888-623-4232, 712-623-4232;
www.traveliowa.org

Glenwood Chamber of Commerce;
712-527-3298; www.glenwoodnet.com

*Council Bluffs Convention & Visitors
Bureau; 800-228-6878, 712-325-1000;
www.councilbluffsiowa.com

Western Historic Trails and lowa
Welcome Center; 712-366-4900

Missouri Valley: Harrison County Historical
Village and lowa Welcome Center,
712-642-2114

Onawa Chamber of Commerce;
712-423-1801. www.onawa.com

*Sioux City Convention & Visitors Bureau;
800-593-2228, 712-279-4800;
www.siouxlan.com/ccat

Sergeant Floyd Welcome Center,
712-279-0198

Lewis & Clark Sites within Nebraska

1-NE

Artificial Mounds: On July 12, 1804, Clark and five men
went up the Big Nemaha River for three miles where they saw a
never-ending view of the surrounding plains and found Indian
burial mounds.

That evening Private Alexander Willard was convicted
of sleeping on guard duty the previous night and received

100 lashes each of the next four days.

Access to the mounds is located along U.S. Highway

159 in Rulo, west of the Missouri River Bridge.

2-NE

Indian Cave State Park: On July 14, 1804, a sudden storm
nearly swamped the keelboat and the pirogues except for the
quick action of the men who saved the boats. The thick woods
near them is now a 3,052-acre park which offers a glimpse of
how the area appeared 200 years ago. Besides hiking, camping,
picnicking, nature and wilderness activities, the park has the
remains of an 1853 riverside village and a sandstone overhang
with Indian carvings. Itis 10 miles south of Brownville on
Nebraska Hwy. 67 and then 5 miles cast on Nebraska Hwy.
S64E. 402-883-2575.

3-NE

Brownville State Recreation Area: When the expedition
camped near here on July 15, 1804, Clark wrote of “a continua-
tion of the plain as far” as he could see plus an array of cherries,
plums and grapes and berries. With a boat ramp on the Missouri
River, the Brownville State Recreation Area is just south of
Brownville and U.S. Hwy. 136 bridge. 402-883-2575.

4-NE
The Platte River: On July 21,1804, the Corps
of Discovery passed the mouth of the Platte
River which the men discovered had a faster
current than the Missouri River which gave
them “great difficulty in passing around the
Sand at the mouth of this River.”
The confluence of the Platte and Missouri
Rivers is best seen just north of Plattsmouth at the
Schilling Wildlife Management area; 402-296-0041.

5-NE

Gene Leahy Mall and Heartland of America Park Omaha:
Near here on July 28, 1804, George Drouilard “brought in
a Missourie Indian which he met while hunting. This Indian
is one of the few remaining of that nation, & lives with the
Otteauz., his Camp about 4 miles from the river...”

The Mall and Park link downtown Omaha with the Missouri
through a series of waterways, fountains, falls, walkways, grassy
areas and play structures which lead to an observation platform
overlooking the river. The mall and park are between Douglas
and Farnam and Ninth and 15th Street. (402) 444-5900 and
(402) 444-6362.

6-NE

Fort Atkinson State Historical Park: Nearly two-and-a-half
months into their journey, Lewis and Clark still had not coun-
ciled with any Indians. On August 2, 1804, an interpreter arrived
back at camp with six Oto and Missouri chiefs and their warriors.
Hands were shaken and the Indians were given tobacco and pro-
visions. The next day, in full dress uniform, Lewis told the Indians
that the land now belonged to the United States which would
care for them and that the expedition was a peaceful one. Less
than two decades later Fort Atkinson was built on the site,
becoming the first military post west of the Missouri River.

Fort Atkinson State Historical Park is reached by taking
U.S. 75 into Fort Calhoun and turning east on Madison Street
following a marked route.(402) 468-5611

7-NE
Boyer Chute National Wildlife Refuge: In the last century the
Missouri River has been altered to accommodate river traftic
between St. Louis and Sioux City and provide flood control.
Today’s river bears little resemblance to the wider, shallower one
seen by Lewis and Clark. In this 2,000-acre refuge, grasslands,
woodlands and wetlands have been restored to their origi-
nal condition. Nature trails, fishing, and
bird watching add to the experience.
Boyer Chute is three miles east of Fort
Calhoun. (712) 642-4121.

8-NE

Blair: On August 3, 1804, the men
found numerous snags and sand bars blocking
their passage and Clark noted that Private Reed,
who went searching for a lost knife, had yet to return.

A historical marker oft U.S. 75 south of Blair marks the site
of this encampment.

9-NE

Blackbird Scenic Overlook: On August 11, the captains and
10 men climbed a hill to the burial site of Blackbird, an Omaha
chief who died four years earlier of smallpox, and erected a
white flag with red, white and blue markings there.

Blackbird Hill is private property but an overlook near it on
U.S. 75 gives a good approximation of what the explorers saw.

10-NE

Cottonwood Cove Park, Dakota City: The Corps of
Discovery camped near here on August 18, 1804, and celebrat-
ed Lewis’s birthday with “an extra gill of whiskey and a Dance.”
The next day, he and Clark met with local Indians. After repeat-
ing the same message they had delivered earlier, Clark wrote
that the three chiefs and the warriors made short speeches
“approving the advice and council their great father had Sent
them...”

Cottonwood Cove Park can be reached by turning off
U.S. 77, east onto Nebr. Hwy.35, continue on
Broadway to 14th Street and then south on Hickory.

11-NE

The Nebraska Bluffs: The first election held west of
the Mississippi occurred near here on August 22,
1804, when the men of the Corps elected Patrick
Glass to replace Charles Floyd as sergeant.

A historical marker about one mile west of Jackson
on U.S. 20 notes the passage of Lewis and Clark.

12-NE

Ponca State Park: Near here on August 22, 1804,
just two days after Sgt. Floyd died, tragedy nearly
struck again. Testing soils for mineral content by heating and
tasting them, Lewis nearly poisoned himself but recovered
within a day.

Ponca State Park encompasses 859 acres and has campsites,
cabins, trail rides, a pool, hayrack rides and naturalist-led activi-
ties. The park is two miles north of Ponca on Nebraska
Hwy. 26E. (402) 755-2284.

13-NE
Goat Island: On August 26, 1804, Clark noted that Private
John Shannon was yet again missing. He was not seen again
until September 11 when, almost starved he was found at the
edge of the river hoping that a fur trader would find him.
Goat Island is primitive and accessible only by boat.A nearby
boat ramp is at the Wiseman State Wildlife Management
Area on a county road oft Nebraska Hwy. 12 west of
Obert.

14-NE

Volcano Hill: On August 24, 1804, men
noted a large bluff which was hot to the
touch. Known as the Ionia volcano, the
shale bluft has since eroded into the river
but it was determined in 1900 that the heat
was generated by oxidation of the shale.
About three miles west of Newcastle on
Nebraska Hwy. 12, a historical marker notes the
passage of Lewis & Clark. Gravel roads lead to Volcano Hill.

15-NE

Lewis & Clark Visitor Center: On August 27, 1804, the
group passed the James River and prepared to meet with
Yankton Sioux. Sgt. Nathaniel Pryor had visited the Yankton
camp and saw what has become the classic symbol of Plains
Indians—a tipi.On August 29 & 30, the two groups met at
Calumet Bluffs on the Nebraska side of the Missouri River.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers maintains a visitor center
with natural and cultural historical exhibits and also manages
four campgrounds below Gavins Point Dam. Access is 10 miles
north of Crofton on Nebraska Hwy. 121. (402) 667-7873.

16-NE

The Fort: On September 2, 1804, the group mistakenly con-
cluded that sand ridges and mounds left by flooding were
ancient fortifications. The “fortifications” are now part of Lewis
& Clark Lake, about nine miles north of Crofton Nebraska
Hwy. 121.

17-NE

Niobrara River: After determining that the Niobrara River
was unnavigable. Clark walked along the banks for about three
miles where he saw an abandoned Pawnee village.

Overlooking the confluence of the Niobrara and Missouri
Rivers, Niobrara State Park offers modern cabins, campsites,
hiking and equestrian trails, a swimming pool, history and
nature float trips. The park is just west of the town of Niobrara
on Nebraska Hwy. 12. 402-857-3373.

18-NE

Prairic Dogs and the Tower: On September 7, 1804, Clark
wrote that he and Lewis visited a cone-shaped landmark, now
called the Tower. Then they came upon, and caught a prairie
dog but only after an all-night effort by all nearly all the men
who poured five barrels of water into the underground cham-
bers. The Tower is reached by driving 4.6 miles north of
Spencer on U.S. 281 and turning east between mileposts
219 and 220 on a county road to Gross.

NEBRASKA ATTRACTIONS
(from south to north)

Brownville
Captain Meriwether Lewis Museum of Missouri River
History: This side wheeler dredge was used by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers on the Missouri for years. Housing exhibits
illustrating the development of the Missouri River valley, it is
just south of the U.S. Hwy. 136 bridge. 402-825-3341.
Steamboat Trace Hiking Biking/Trail: With trailheads at

Brownville, Peru and Minersville, this trail offers 21 miles of
riverside scenery as might have been seen by Lewis and Clark;
402-335-3325.

Nebraska City

Arbor Lodge State Historical Park and Arboretum: This
gracious 52-room neo-colonial style mansion was built by
J. Sterling Morton, founder of Arbor Day, and behind it is
a historical orchard which raises rare and unusual apples.

2300 W. Second Avenue. 402-873-7222.

John Brown’s Cave. This is the only Nebraska site
which sheltered runaway slaves on the Underground

Plattsmouth
Cass County Historical Society Museum:
Exhibits here tell the stories of pioneers and Indians
in early southeastern Nebraska. 646 Main Street;
402-296-4770.

Bellevue
Fontenelle Forest: Deep woods and sprawling
wetlands cover 1,400 acres laced by 17 miles of walk-
ing trails, including 1.3 miles of barrier-free boardwalks.
The forest contains sites of many 800-year-old Indian lodges
and an 1822 trading post. 1111 Bellevue Boulevard North.
402-731-3140.

Omaha

Durham Western Heritage Museum: This Art Deco-style
railroad station tells the history of Omaha and the Union Pacific
Railroad with real train cars and scale model trains. 801 S. 10th
Street. 402-444-5071.

Father Flanagan’s Boys Town: Highlights at this National
Historic Landmark include the Father Flanagan Historic House
and Shrine, Hall of History, chapels, gardens and the famous
statue of a boy carrying his younger brother on his back.
137th & West Dodge Road. 402-498-1140.

Henry Doorly Zoo: Besides having the world’s largest indoor
rain forest and an aquarium with a glass tunnel running through
it, the zoo brings people up close to animals throughout its
grounds and has an IMAX theater. Deer Park Boulevard and

S. 10th Street. 402-733-8401.

Freedom Park: Learn about Navy history with a WWII
minesweeper, a training submarine, a landing ship, naval
weapons, and Navy and Coast Guard aircraft. 2497
Freedom Park Rd. (off Abbott Dr. near Eppley Airfield).
402-345-1959.

General Crook House at Fort Omaha: This was the

home of George Crook, Civil War hero and famed Indian
fighter; 30th and Fort Streets. 402-455-9990.

Joslyn Art Museum: Omaha’s premiere art gallery houses a
remarkable collection of Western art including the entire works
of Karl Bodmer who depicted Native Americans prior to exten-
sive contact with whites. 2200 Dodge Street. 402-342-3300.

Neale Woods Nature Center: Nine miles of trails lead
visitors through prairie and woods and along the Missouri.
14323 Edith Marie Avenue. 402-453-5615

Old Market: The city’s former warchouse district now
houses restaurants, pubs, galleries, and chic shops along brick
streets; 10th to 13th Streets and from Farnam to Jackson
Streets. 402-341-7151

Mormon Trail Center at Historic Winter Quarters: Displays
recall the passage of Mormons through this area in the mid-
19th Century on their way west. The nearby cemetery contains
the graves of about 600 Mormons who died during the late
1840s. 3215 State Street. 402-453-9372.

Blair
Tower of the Four Winds: This 45-foot-tall, rock sculpture
depicts the messiah-like figure seen in the visions of Black Elk,
an Oglala holy man and visionary. Black Elk/Neihardt Park.
402-533-4455.

Bancroft
John G. Neihardt State Historic Site: Nebraska’s Poet
Laureate and author of “Black Elk Speaks™ is honored at this
visitors center and prayer garden which contains the simple
cabin where he wrote many of his works. Elm and
Washington Streets. 402-648-3388.

Macy
Omaha Indian Reservation: Home
of the descendants who met Lewis
and Clark in 1804, Macy hosts
the Omaha Tribe annual powwow
in August. Located on U.S. 75.
402-329-6774.

Winnebago
Winnebago Indian Reservation: A large powwow is held each
July by the Winnebago. Located on U.S. 77. 402-878-2272.

Dixon

Tarbox Hollow Living Prairie: Visitors ride a covered wagon
to visit a large herd of buffalo grazing on 15 acres of native
prairie grasslands. Demonstrations of spinning and other crafts
are also given here. From Dixon, go cast two miles from the
junction of Nebraska Hwy. 116 and U.S. 20, turn south onto
a gravel road for one mile and then turn east for 3 /4 mile. Call
402-584-2337 for reservations.

Missouri National Recreational River: Two sections of
the Missouri River between Nebraska and South Dakota
have been designated as the Missouri National Recre-
ational River. One segment stretches from near Ponca
State Park to Lewis and Clark Lake and includes forma-
tions the explorers saw such as Volcano Hill, north of
Newcastle. The other segment is located between the
communities of Niobrara and Gross and remains much
like it was when Lewis and Clark traveled it.

Crofton

Lewis & Clark Lake: Formed behind Gavins Point
Dam, the southernmost of the dams on the Missouri
River, this huge scenic reservoir has six state recreation
areas with a marina, cabins, docks, campsites and a
convenience store. A golf course is southeast of the lake.
402-388-4169.

Gavins Point Dam & Powerplant: Built between
1955-1957 and managed by the US Army Corps of
Engineers. Free daily tours between Memorial Day
and Labor Day. 402-667-7873.

Santee
Santee Sioux Indian Reservation: On rolling hills which over-
look the Missouri River and the Lewis and Clark Lake northeast
of the town of Niobrara, this has been the home of the Santee
Sioux since 1868 who host an annual powwow in June.
402-857-2302.

Niobrara

Chief Standing Bear Memorial Bridge Turnout: See exhibits
about Standing Bear on the north bank of the river near the
new bridge that crosses the Missouri. Originally from this area,
Standing Bear and his people were sent to Indian Territory and
when he returned in the late 1870s to bury his son he was
arrested. In the ensuing trial, it was determined that by a federal
judge, for the first time ever, that Indians had equal rights under
the law.

For more information on the sites and attrac-
tions within Nebraska, contact the following:

*Nebraska Division of Travel and Tourism,
800-228-4307, 402-471-3796;
www.visitnebraska.org

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission;
800-826-PARK, 402-471-0641;
wwwnape.state.ne.us/

Nebraska State Historical Society;
800-833-6747,
402-471-3270, www.nebraskahistory.org

Nebraska Commission on Indian Affairs,
402-471-3475,
jmorgan@mail.state.ne.us

*Greater Omaha Convention and
Visitors Bureau,
800-332-1819, 402-444-4660,
www.visitomaha.com

Nebraska City Convention and
Visitors Bureau,
800-514-9113, 402-873-3000,
www.nebraskacity.com

*National Park Service, 402-221-3478,
www.nps.gov/lecl/

*South Sioux City Convention and
Visitors Bureau,
800-793-6327, 402-494-1307
www.sscdc.net

Southeast Nebraska Travel Council,
800-842-4289

*Northeast Nebraska Travel Council,
402-372-2290,
www.travelnenebraska.com

U.S.Army Corps of Engineers,
Gavins Point Project,
402-667-7873, www.nwo.usace.army.mil

Photography by; Michael Forsberg,
Chris Ruhaak, and Mike Whye.
*Financial Sponsors to this project.
Special thanks to the Discovery Corps, Inc. IA
for help with this project.
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