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The LeW|s and Cla axpedi- ,;tﬁe moral of th

tion is the most umversally
known event of American
exploration. Because of its -
unparalleled success and thi

* seeming ease with which it
was carried out, we tend to
overlook or to underrate the
hardships and dangers that

. confronted the Corps of

Discovery. The explorers m:
these circumstances with d
termination and good sense.

e pa
the many references in the
ournals kept by Lewis and |
‘Clark reflect their concern:

* about them{)espm .

n of physical exertio

~ mounted, so did the likeli-
hood of accidents and illness,
Exhaustmn led to mlshaps a2

‘arduous tasks, hampered ;’.
by inclement weather, and.
‘slowed by the hardships of

Neither foolhardy nor timid, the terrain, everyone began

Lewis and Clark were deliber:
ate and quick-witted, and

as inventive and creative as
situations.demanded.

For 28 months the Corps of
Discovery faced manychal-

2 to feel the press of time. The

captams cooi-headedness in

Lew:s drew up this list of

personnel before leavin,
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3 settings agams

a task of most young off'
“of that era. But crossing
ontinent challenged them in
ways that earlier experiences

(bottom) obtained
from the Harpers
Ferry arsenal and an
air gun Lewis bought
in Philadelphia that
fired 40 rounds before
reloading (top).

The Corps of Discovery

Meriwether Lewis began pre-
paring for the military expedi-
tion in March 1803. He ordered
custom-made weapons from
the US armory in Harpers Ferry.
He also supervised construc-
tion of a collapsible iron boat
frame, designed to be covered
with animal skins, that he
thought might prove useful.

In Pittsburgh he ordered a
keelboat and got a Newfound-
land dog he named Seaman.
In Philadelphia he took crash
courses in medicine, natural
history, and the use of scientific
instruments. He also bought
clothing, trade goods, paper,
medicines, and other supplies.

of George Rogers Clark of
American Revolution fame,
accepted and began to recruit
“some good hunters, stout,
healthy, unmarried men, ac-
customed to the woods, and
capable of bearing bodily
fatigue in a pretty consider-
able degree.”

The expedition’s elkskin-bound
Jjournals record daily activities as
well as new plants and animals

and geographical information.
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In Lancaster he learned to use §1-

celestial navigation tools.

As finally assembled for the
upriver journey in May 1804,
the Corps of Discovery num-
bered 44 men of diverse
backgrounds. Most were US
Army enlisted men. Others
were backwoodsmen. A few
were French boatmen who
were hired to pilot the keel-
boat up the Missouri and who
also knew how to handle the
smaller boats called pirogues.
Most Corps members were
young, single, accustomed to

hard labor, and had useful
skills. One, a black man named
York, was held in slavery by
William Clark. Two men had
blacksmithing experience, and
one knew carpentry. Others
knew Indian languages, and
some were excellent hunters.
All demonstrated an ability to
bear extreme hardship.

One of the most valuable
members, George Drouillard,
an outstanding scout, hunter,

and interpreter, spoke several

Indian languages. A total of
33 were designated the “per-
manent party” and intended
to make the entire journey.
The remainder, the “return
party,” were to be sent back

To the Shore of the Pacific

The journey began on May 14,
1804, as the Corps of Discovery
left Camp River Dubois in the
keelboat and two pirogues,
crossed the Mississippi River,
and headed up the Missouri.
Over the next 28 months they
would traverse 8,000 miles of
land and water, about which
they knew next to nothing, in
search of a fabled Northwest
passage that had eluded ex-
plorers for hundreds of years.

The 2,540-mile Missouri was
not an easy river to travel. The
Corps tried to maintain 14 to
20 miles a day, but some days
conditions limited them to four
or five miles. At times the men
battled powerful currents and

Lewis, who had received some
medical training, treated many
ilinesses, injuries, and ailments
such as sore feet, toothaches,
boils, and snakebites. Remark-
ably, only one member of the
expedition died during the
entire trek—Sgt. Charles Floyd
on August 20, 1804.

Both captains kept journals,
meticulously recording the
distances they traveled, navi-
gational measurements that
would later form the basis for
maps of the journey, and
observations of topography,
ethnography, mineral resourc-
es, and hundreds of plants

Buffalo dance of the Mandan tribe
PA DMER

Clark’s drawing of a keelboat

and animals previously un-
known to western science.

In November the expedition
set up winter quarters near
the junction of the Knife and
Missouri rivers, in present-day
North Dakota, 1,609 miles
from Camp River Dubois. They
built Fort Mandan near the
five villages of the Mandan
and Hidatsa tribes, who pro-
vided valuable knowledge of
the country west to the Rocky
Mountains. Here Lewis and
Clark recruited as interpreters
Toussaint Charbonneau, a
44-year-old French-Canadian
trapper, and his 16-year-old
Shoshone wife Sacagawea.

In February 1805 Sacagawea
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Lewis and Clark would not
have made it to the Pacific
and back without the help of
Indian tribes like the Mandan
and Hidatsa, Shoshone, Nez
Perce, and Clatsop. Over the
course of the expedition the
Corps came into contact with

nearly 50 different tribes.

They often provided food,
trading opportunities, know-
ledge of the lands ahead,
and experienced guides. Only 1
once, in July 1806 with a party
of Piegan Blackfeet, did the
expedition have an encounter %
that led to violence. 4

In early April 1805 Lewis and

York fascinated the Hidatsa, who
had never seen a blad\ man.

Clark sent the keelboat—too
large to navigate the Upper
Missouri—back to St. Louis
with letters, dispatches,
maps, reports, and a large %4
collection of zoological, *
botanical, and ethnological
specimens and artifacts for
President Jefferson. The rest
of the Corps continued up
the Missouri in two pirogues

ward past the mouth of the
Yellowstone River and into
what is now Montana, then
on to the Great Falls. The falls
portage took three weeks.

August, after reaching Lemhi
Pass on the Continental
Divide, Lewis and Clark met
Sacagawea'’s relatives (the first
Indian contact since they left
Fort Mandan), who provided
the expedition with horses
and guided them over the
difficult mountain ranges of

At the Three Forks of the
Missouri, they followed the
western, or Jefferson, fork. In

Elk and buffalo water in

the Missouri River.
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Idaho to the Salmon River
and to the Bitterroot Valley.

From a point they called
“Travelers’ Rest,” near present-
day Missoula, Montana, they
crossed Lolo Pass to the Clear-
water River, which flowed into
the Snake and then the Colum-
bia. The Corps finally reached
the Pacific in mid-November
1805. They were 4,134 miles
from Camp River Dubois,
according to William Clark.

At the mouth of the Columbia
they built Fort Clatsop, named
after a local Indian tribe, and
settled into winter quarters.
Rainy weather, tainted food,
and insects plagued the

orps of Dlscovery left Fort |
* Clatsop on March 23, 1806.
‘Drouillard and a party of hunt-
ers were sent out ahead while . fewis’ group continued over 3" ‘brave companions, have by
the rest of the group traveled
s up the Columbia. A Wallowa
¢ leader showed them a shortcut
enabling them to bypass the
Snake River and save 80 miles. |
. during which the only deadly
. encounter between the expe-
. dition and Indians occurred.
1‘ Clark’s group generally

While Lewis and Clark
worked on their journals and
maps, the rest of the Corps
prepared for the return tr
by boiling ocean water for
salt, hunting, and pr i
elk hides from which to
moccasins and clothing.

after spendlng
a month with
the Nez Perce
waiting for the |
" _winter snows

Salmon fishing in the

Columbia River.'
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Corps set out
along the Lolo

' Mountains. On
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Congress ratifies the Expedition begins and  Corps holds first offi- Near present-day Sioux  The men successfully Misunderstanding with ~ Expedition encounters Toussaint Charbonneau, Fort Mandan is completed Lewis and Clark send Lewis and another hunter The expedition reaches  Scouting ahead of the Lewis assembles his iron-  Sacagawea recognizes  Lewis crosses Lemhi Pass  Shoshones lead Lewis  After breaking camp Nearing starvation, the Clark sees Beacon Rock  Members of the expe-  Construction of Fort A saltmaking camp is The expedition reaches Recovering some horses  Near present-day Bill-  On their way back to Lewis is accidentally Speeding home with Upon their return to
Louisiana Purchase, “proceeded on under cial council between City, IA, Sgt. Charles flush a prairie dog out  Teton Sioux leads to a earthlodge villages of a French-Canadian fur and the expedition moves the keelboat and 12 kill a large grizzly bear, a fork in the river. Most  rest _of the expedition, frame boat aboye fthe Beaverhead Rock end e)fpectmg to find the to their vllllage, where soyth of present-day expedltlon'emerges and first sign of tidal dition, including York Clatsop as winter quar- established 15 miles the Bitterroot Moun- from the Nez Perce and ings, MT, Clark names a the Missouri from ex- wounded in the but- the Missouri’s current, ~ Washington, Lewis and
~ doubling the nation’s a jentle brease up the US representatives and  Floyd dies of probable of its hole for shipment confrontation that is Mandan and Hidatsa trapper living with the in. Mandans provide food men back downriver a species previously of the men believe the Lewis reaches‘the G.reat Grea‘t Falls, but it sinks says they are nearing direct water route to he negotiates for IV_I|§souIa, MT, the expe- from the Bltter(oots water, indicating they and Sacagayvea, vote ters begins: The_ fort, southwest of Fort tains but must wait for  buying more, the expe- sandstone outcropping ploring the Marias, tocks by Pierre Cruzatte they cover up to 70 Clark are treated as
~ size. Lewis and Clark Missourie.” Otoe-Missouria Indians  burst appendix. Cap- back to Jefferson. resolved peaceably by Indians. The captains Hidatsas, is hired as an and other sustenance with maps, reports, unknown to western north fork, now the Falls of the Missouri. He and is abandoned. The  the homeland of her the Pacific that he and horses. After Clark and  dition ascends into the near today’s Weippe, ID, are near the ocean. to set up winter quar- says Clark, is built of the Clatsop. An essential the snow to melt before dition successfully crosses ~ “Pompy’s Tower” (now Lewis’ party encounters while hunting just east miles a day, stopping heroes. The men receive
establish Camp River near present-day Fort  tains name the hilltop Chief Black Buffalo. decide to build Fort interpreter. His wife during brutally cold Indian artifacts, and science. Marias River, to be the  also discovers four more  expedition reaches the  people, the Shoshones.  Jefferson were seeking the rest of the expedi-  Bitterroot Mountains, where their lives are ters on the south side “streightest and most dietary supplement, crossing. For the time  the Bitterroots, thanks Pompeys Pillar) after eight young Piegan of present-day Williston,  only to pay their res- double pay and 320
.§ ewis and Clark would Dubois on the Illinois 1 Atkinson State Park, where he is buried ;‘f;' Expedition stays with Mandan across the Sacagawea, a Shoshone, winter. scientific specimens for co'ntlnu.atlon of the_ waterfalls farther up- three f_orks of the Mis- Lewis and three others but discovers only~more tion arrive, Sacagawea  which Sergeant Patrick spared by a Nez Perce November 7 of the Columbia River butifullest logs.” The salt is also needed to being, the expedition to Nez Perce guides. Sacagawea's son, nick-  Blackfeet. The two ND. He survives and pects at the grave of acres of land as a
o e ploreparts ofthe ~ side of the Mississippi Ju NE. “Floyd’s Bluff” and a l tribe for three more river from the main is instrumental as a Jefferson. The perma- Ma 20-20 Missouri. The captains s'tream. The expedi- souri River, and names scout ahead. and more meuntams meets her Igrother, Gess calls "the most ter- woman, Watkuweis. Clark. who believes he where Clatsop Indians fort is named after the preserve meat on the again stays with the Once across the moun- named Little Pomp. groups camp together  proceeds on. The next Charles Floyd, their reward; the captains
T 5 ‘ River, where they Expedltlon marks first nearby stream “Floyd’s b days. village. translator and in ob- February 11. 180 nent party of 33 heads Ehurt s Tocdith choose the south fork.  tion’s 18-mile portage them after Treasury ahead, creating what he  Cameahwait, one of rible mountains | ever They are fed and cared ot se;vthoe :c;ea‘:‘e i told them they would  local Indians. return trip. Nez Perce, whom Lewis tains the Corps breaks On the rock face Clark  warily. The following day the entire expedi- only casualty. get 1,600 acres. Lewis
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oy o ; s : e _a spring departure. Mississippi by firing the ¢ Shoshones. Sacagawea gives birth to Iver In honor ot Julla while the men are not  nearly a month. Secretary of State James to the Pacific. Camp Fortunate is with food running out,  “Oxian i I . food and clothing. M h hospitable, honest and  explore more of the and the date. ~ attempt to steal the ~ downstream. S the new Louisiana
o © - explore the Missouri river, & such ; e keelboat'’s cannon, and a boy, Jean Baptiste, who (Judy) Hancock, a girlin - convinced that he and Madison, and President -""" i established. On August  the men are forced to Octob 6 e’:"y' cian FYVISWS g B} larch 23 sincere people that we  Louisiana Territory. « ' explorers’ horses and ST eptember d3 Territory, Clark is made
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© ertwether Lew:s apt. William Clar; iRe this £ S g ing “scenes of vision- ; " N 1 : i rivers, and Clark notes reaches on the " > j 3 . : b= " : y p e
® :l;- £T whether the Columbza, Oregan, ~ USArmy officer Useﬁlrmy officer were given to various dz:sl\‘g‘lggr:ing’;;zﬁf- Slaiie and Avbards - 2?)/ engchantment” proper to direct. waters of the Columbia. their condition. oy e bt e ol v, afiondmonial journey home PP — hru]s gr;trm;pt tatl;‘e tge Blackfeet are killed. ;‘;2:;2&2’:’2%’:1"?::6 Isr”;;;tteiz'straerﬁ::gst S
& -] : ; : 5 J shortcut to the Great - B
88 25 Born August 18, 1 774_. . Born August 1, 1770 Indian leaders to rels” because of the bqttlz;{g A.\Iandq.ns and encotintered on the . Ty expedition for nearly palrit of the cultural 7 f “ species they sighted Falls, and then head Baptiste say goodbye. hospitable welcome .. = o %
Bu S % y : establish friendly sound they made Hidatsas. Lewis and journey. e vt vabl three weeks. and spiritual identity . are named for th s A She-he-kehotine From tha WHBT o5 A e
. € ; 5 ived the ski . e 1e ragged robin : : Jfor the north along the Marias A s e who -
~ - S fsot o DEPENDENCE NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK S8 5 5 = relations. when approached. In Clark acquired the skin Page from Clark’s (Clarkia pulchella) of Columbia Basin explorers: Clark’s River. Clark SO Mandan Indian, agrees village.”
water communication across this f o > : 3 PESGECRAN FETHOUON all, Lewis and Clark fi“”\';&’ ”’f”‘ f’“."c';t"f/’ J_'I"’” rnal describing the one of 178 plants new I”dm'g D,:fn-mng ! nutcracker (left), : e"%r e ;?un:s - to accompany the ex-
continent for the purposes of ; Among the weapons ~ wrote the first reports KRN0 DIRIE S0 00 The “verey larve and Handsom falls of the 11111177 to western science {,r,s?(ﬁ, S aIes JLn e first seen in Idaho, O SXFRMTI S ——; pedition to Washington,
- Lewis and Clark took  on 122 animals previ- it back to President ible™ oxiials Beahs Missouri” (now Rain- / ! y bs coll =R “wnd Ve’ swood still visible today. DC-16 Taoet Presidens
commerce. RS Lk foo Iy unk Jefferson in April 1805. btk ; bow Falls), downriver e RN vy igiteg, that Lewis collected i e S DONNIE SEXTON / TRAVEL MONTANA ’
- with them were 15 ously unknown to B s were an occasional | et iy L TTTTITIV L Sy and named pecker, sighted in Jefferson.
modified 1792 and western science. UNIVERSITY threat to the expedition. | fé‘lb(‘rlrfw‘{fff”ffﬁ- v R fp btk s JF NATU Montana.
1795 mdltla rz_'ﬂes NPS - > I SOCIE p A 5 e E )E ﬂvp:iiu,‘-rur-;m SCIENCES, -
B EEEREE R L i

‘9 -
oUuls 4
A "V g3
Lews and Clark split the men | tion’s accomp ishments; 4

into two main groups so as to  Jefferson wrote: “Messrs.
explore more of the territory. § Lewis and Clark, and their & &

hat is now called Lewis and tthis arduous service deserved
lark Pass and reached the's «  ‘well of their country 2 2l

,7 “Missouri near the Great Falls.
' Lewis and three others then

explored the Marias River,

retraced the outbound route

| to the Three Forks of the Mis-
. souri and then overland to the
. Yellowstone River, which they

followed to its junction with

' the Missouri. There on August
- 12, 1806, Clark was reunited

with Lewis and his party. The >

Lewis and Clark Trail

lenges. There were dramati¢ “had not entirely prepared & _ down the Missouri midway turbulent waters 'ghat brought gave birth to a boy she and and six recently built canoes. expedition all winter. " : . July 3, after " expedition proceeded down
BidenWith ndiahseno themn for. The expedition - From Philadelphia Lewis wrote§ - through the voyage, with trees or brencnes into the.rlver her husband named Jean ; e crossing the _3 the Missouri to St. Louis where,
bly a face-down with Teton " cal!ed for them e .. to William Clark, a fellow _ maps, notes, and specimens of ~ and caved in riverbanks with Baptiste. Her presence, along Over the next several months mountains via | on September 23, 1806, the
| Sioux and a bloody encounter : Virginian under whom he once plants, animals, and minerals little or no warning. Summer with the baby’s and thet gf they wc_>u|d experience hun- Lolo Pass and | Corps was greeted with as
i REbeP | with Piegan Blackfeet. At served, asking him to join as they had so far collected. heat was unbearable, and they a black man, was a curiosity ger, fatigue, privation, and Kbt camore stopping at " much fanfare as the settlement
2T times, circumstancestaxed co-commander. Clark, brother were often plagued by insects. to the tribes. sickness as they forged west- JOSLYN ART M *" Travelers’ Rest, & could muster. Of the expedi-
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