
rHo \ 
President Thomas Jefferson 
(right! picks Meriwether . 
Lewis to lead an expedi­
tion through the North­
west and gives him the.fbl-
loyving instructions: 
"Your mission is to explore the Missouri river & such princi­
pal streani of it as by it's course anil communication with the 
waters of the Pacific ocean, whether the.Columbia, Oregon, 
Colorado or any other river may offer the most direct &• 
practicable water communication across this continent for 
the purpose of commerce." 

Spring/Summer 
Lewis invites William 
Clark to join the expe­
dition and share the 
command. The news of 
the Louisiana Purchase 
is announced. A large 
keelboat ordered by 
Lewis is-constructed in 
the Pittsburgh area. 
Lewis meets Clark at 
the Falls of the Ohio. 
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Louisiana? 
Purchase v 

X 

Lewis and Clark would 
explore parts of the 
Louisiana Purcltct.se: -

Congress ratifies Louisi­
ana Purchase, doubling 
the size of the United 
States. Lewis and Clark 
establish Camp River 
Dubois on the Illinois, 
side of the Mississippi 
River upstream from St. 
Louis. 

j Meriwether Le-wis, 
iBo,tii-August18,t$y~;?4> -:; 
'"Portrait by Charles Willson Peaie ' 

Ihdeiendence-National Historical Park 

i 

Confluence of the 
Marias and the 
Missouri rivers 
©Wayne Mumford 

f The Lewi? and Clark expedi-,,, 
j-.tion is the most universally 
I known event of American ex-
| ploration and discovery. Be­
cause of its unparalleled suc-

| cess and the seeming ease 
with which it was carried out, 
we tend to overlook or under-

j rate the hardships and dan-
| gers that confronted the 
j Corps of Discovery. The ex-
\ plorers, however, met these 
circumstances wi th determi-

! nation and good sense. Nei-
I ther foolhardy nor timid, 
1 Lewis and Clark were deljber-: 

ate and quick-witted, and'as6" 
[inventive and creative,as sit-
[uations demanded1.., 

s For 28 months, the Corps of 
I discovery faced many chal- V 
; lenges. There were dramatic 
' incidents with Indians, nota-
{ bly a face down with Teton 
! Sioux and a bloody encount­

er with Piegan Blackfeet. At 
times, circumstances taxed 
the morale of the party, and 
the many references in the 
journals kept by Lewis and 
Clark reflect their concern 
about the men's spirit. As the 
strain of physical exertion 
mounted, so did the likeli­
hood of accidents and illness. 
Exhaustion led to mishaps 
and mistakes. Burdened by 
arduous tasks, hampered by 
inclement weather, and 
slowed by the hardships of 
,the terrain, everyone began 

Expedition begins and 
"proceeded on under a 
jentle brease up the 
Missourie." 

July 4 
Expedition marks first 
4th o f July west of the 

• Mississippi by firing the 
keelboat's cannon, and 
naming Independence 

.Creek nearpresent.day 
.Atchison,, Ran.' 

An important meeting 
w i th the Otoe-MJssouria 
Indians is held near pre­
sent-day Fort Atkinson 
State Park, Nebr., up­
stream from present-
day Omaha. 

Near present-day Sioux 
City, Iowa, Sgt. Charles 
Floyd dies of a probable 
burst appendix. Captains 
name hilltop where he 
is buried "Floyd's Bluff" 
and a nearby stream, 
"Floyd's River." 

August 30 
Friendly council wi th 
Yankton Sioux held. 

..Peacemedals like this 
were given to vdrious 
Indian leaders tpestab-. 
lishfriendly relations.'•• 
Smithsonian institution '•;-"" 

Museum, 
,'u 

Among the weapons 
Lewis and Clark took 
with them were 15 mod­
ified jy 02 and iyQ5 
militia rifles (bottom) 
obtained from the 
Harpers perry Arsenal 
and an air gun Lewis 
bought inPhfladelpha 

\ that fired 40 rounds 
before reloading 
(top). 

I The men attempt to 
: flush a never-before-
j seen prairie dog out of 
! its hole for shipment 
I back to Jefferson. 

. Lewis called prairie 
\dogs "barking squir­
rels" because of the 
sound they made 

\ when approached..: In 
all, Lewis and Clark 
wrote the first reports 
on 122 animals previ­
ously unknown to 
western science. 

September 25 
Misunderstanding wi th 
Teton Sso'UfA leads to a 
confrontation that is 
resolved peaceably by 
Chief Black Buffalo be­
fore any f ighting. Expe­
dition stays with tribe 
for three more days. 

October 24 
Expedition encounters 
earthlodge villages of 
the Mandan and Hidat-
sa Indians. The captains 
decide to build Fort 
Mandan across the river 
f rom the main vil lage* 

The Corps of Discovery 
Meriwether Lewis began prep­
arations for the journey in 
March 1803. From the U.S. Ar­
senal in Harpers Ferry, Va., he 
ordered custom-made weapons 
and an "iron boat" designed 
to be covered with animal skins, 
that he believed might prove 
useful. In Pittsburgh, Pa., he or­
dered construction of a keel-
boat and purchased a black 
Newfoundland dog that he 
named Seaman. In Philadelphia 
he took crash courses in medi­
cine, natural history, and the 
use of scientific instruments. 
He also purchased clothing, 
trade goods, paper, medicines, 
and other supplies. In Lancaster 
he was taught how to use celes­
tial navigation tools. From Phil­
adelphia Lewis wrote to William 
Clark, a fellow Virginian under 
whom he once served, asking 
him to join the expedition as 
co-commander. Clark, the 

younger brother of George 
Rogers Clark of American Rev­
olution fame, accepted and 
began to recruit "some good 
hunters, stout, healthy, unmar­
ried men, accustomed to the 
woods, and capable of bear­
ing bodily fatigue in a pretty 
considerable degree." 

The expedition's elkskin-bound 
journals record daily activities as 
well as new plants and animals 
and geographical information. 
Missouri Historical Society 

Toussaint Charboneau, 
a French-Canadian fur 
trapper living with the 
Hidatsas, is hired as an 
interpreter. His wife, the 
"Bird Woman" or Saca-
gawea, believed to be a 
Lemhi Shoshone, is also 
considered an asset as a 
translator and in obtain­
ing horses from the 
Shoshones. 

Animal skin depicting 
Sioux and Arikaras 
battling Mandans and 
Hidatsas. Lewis and 
Clark acquired the skin 
during their stay with 
the Mandans and sent 
it back to President 
Jefferson in April 1805. 
Peabody Museum, Harvard 
University 

December 24 
Fort Mandan is complet­
ed and the expedition 
moves in. Mandans pro­
vide food and other sus­
tenance during brutally 
cold winter. 

February 11,1805 
Sacagawea gives birth to 
a boy, Jean Baptiste. 

April 7 
Lewis and Clark send 
the keelboat and a 
dozen men back down­
river, with maps, re­
ports, Indian artifacts 
and other scientific 
specimens for Jefferson. 
The permanent party, 
totaling 33 people, 
heads west. 

As finally assembled for the 
upriver journey in May 1804, 
the Corps of Discovery num­
bered 44 men of diverse back­
grounds. Most were U.S. Army 
enlisted men. Others were 
backwoodsmen. A few were 
French boatmen who were 
hired to pilot the keelboat up 
the Missouri and who also 
knew how to handle the small­
er boats called pirogues. Most 
Corps members were young, 
single, accustomed to hard 
labor, and possessed varying 

The "verry large and 
tumble" grizzly bears 
were a persistent threat 
to the expedition. 

skills. One was a black man 
named York, who was William 
Clark's slave and companion 
since boyhood. Two men had 
blacksmithing experience, and 
one knew carpentry. Others 
knew Indian languages, and 
some were outstanding hunt­
ers. All demonstrated an abili­
ty to bear extreme hardship. 
One of the most valuable 
members was George Drouil-
lard, an outstanding scout, 
hunter, and interpreter who 
spoke several Indian languag­
es. Thirty of the men were 
designated the "permanent 
party" and intended to make 
the entire journey. Six were 
designated the "return party," 
to be sent back down the 
Missouri midway through the 
voyage, with maps, notes, and 
specimens of plants, animals, 
and minerals they had so far 
collected. 

Lewis and another hunt­
er kill a large grizzly 
bear, a species previous­
ly unknown to western 
science. 

May 29-30 
Clark names a river in 

i honor of Julia (Judy) 
| Hancock, a girl in Vir-
jginia whom he hopes 
I one day to marry. Lewis 
classifies the White Cliffs 
area as another of the 
never-ending "scenes of 
visionary enchantment" 
the expedition has en­
countered in its journey. 

The expedition reaches 
a fork in the river. Most 
of the men believe the 
north fork, now the 
Marias River, to be the 
continuation of the 
Missouri. The captains 
choose the south fork. 
Lewis later writes that, 
while the men are not 
convinced that he and 
Clark have made the 
right choice, "they 
were ready to fol low us 
any where we thought 
proper to direct." 

Scouting ahead of the 
rest of the expedition, 
Lewis reaches the Great 
Falls of the Missouri. He 
also discovers four more 
waterfalls farther up­
stream. The expedition 
will have to portage 
over 18 miles, taking 
nearly a month, to get 
past them. 

Lewis assembles his 
"iron boat" above the 
Great Falls, but it sinks 
and is abandoned. The 
expedition reaches the 
three forks of the Mis­
souri River, and names 
them the Gallatin, the 
Madison, and the Jeffer­
son after Secretary of 
the Treasury Albert 
Gallatin, Secretary of . 
State James Madison, 
and President Thomas 
Jefferson. The expedi­
tion continues south­
west, up the Jefferson. 

Page from Clark's 
journal describing the 
"Handsom falls of the 
Missouri" (now Rain­
bow Palls), upriver of 
Great Falls. 
Missouri Historical Society 

Sacagawea recognizes 
Beaverhead Rock and 
says they are nearing 
the homeland of her 
people, the Shoshones. 
Lewis and three others 
scout ahead. 

Lewis crosses Lemhi Pass 
expecting to f ind the 
direct water route to 
the Pacific that he and 
Jefferson were seeking 
but discovers only more 
and more mountains 
ahead, creating what he 
called a "snowey barrier" 
to the Pacific. 

Beaverhead Rock 
Rick and Susie Graetz 

August 15-17 
Shoshones lead Lewis 
to their village where 
he negotiates for hors­
es. After Clark and the 
rest of the expedition 
arrive, Sacagawea meets 
her brother, Cameah-
wait, one of the Sho­
shone leaders. Camp 
Fortunate is estab­
lished. On August 20, 
'Old Toby," an elderly 
Shoshone, agrees to 
lead the expedition 
across the Bitterroots to 
the headwaters of the 
Columbia. 

To the Shore of the Pacific 
The journey began on May 14, 
1804, when the Corps of Dis­
covery departed Camp River 
Dubois in the keelboat and two 
I pirogues, crossed the Mississippi 
(River, and headed up the Mis-
'souri. Over the next 28 months 
they would traverse 8,000 miles 
of land and water about which 
they knew next to nothing in 
search of a fabled Northwest 
(passage that had eluded ex­
plorers for hundreds of years. 

I 
The 2,540-mile Missouri was 
not an easy river to travel. The 
Corps tried to maintain 14 to 
'20 miles a day, but some days 
conditions limited them to only 
four or five miles. At times the 
!men battled powerful currents 
land turbulent waters that 
brought trees or branches into 
the river and caved in river-
banks with little or no warning. 
The summer heat was unbear­

able, and they were often 
plagued by insects. Lewis, who 
had received some medical 
training, treated numerous ill­
nesses, injuries, and ailments 
such as sore feet, boils, tooth­
aches, and snakebites. Remark­
ably, only one member of the 
expedition died during the en­

tire trek—Sgt. Charles Floyd on 
August 20, 1804. 

Both captains kept journals, 
meticulously recording the dis­
tances they traveled, naviga­
tional measurements that 
would later form the basis for 
maps of the journey, and ob-

Buffalo dance of the 
Mandan tribe. 
Painting by Kar! Bcdtner 
Joslyn Art Museum, Omaha, Nebraska 

. k ^ 

Clark's drawing of pirogue 
BeJnecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, 
Yale University 

servations of topography, eth­
nography, mineral resources, 
and hundreds of plants and 
animals previously unknown 
to western science. 

In November the expedition 
established winter quarters 
near the junction of the Knife 
and Missouri rivers, in present-
day North Dakota, 1,609 miles 
from Camp River Dubois. Here 
they built a fort they named 
Fort Mandan. It was close to 
the five villages of the Man­
dan and Hidatsa tribes, which 
provided valuable knowledge 
of the country west to the 
Rockies. Here Lewis and Clark 
recruited Touissant Charbon­
eau, a 44-year-old French-
Canadian trapper, and his 16-
year-old Shoshone wife Saca­
gawea, as interpreters. In Feb­
ruary 1805 Sacagawea gave 
birth to a boy she and her hus-

September n 
After breaking camp 
south of present-day 
Missoula, Mont., the 
expedition ascends into 
the Bitterroot Moun­
tains, which Sergeant 
Patrick Gass calls "the 
most terrible mountains 
I ever beheld." A week 
later, with food running 
out, the men are forced 
to eat three colts and a 
stray horse. Clark names 
a nearby stream "Hun-
grey Creek" to describe 
their condition. 

The ragged robin 
(Clarkia pulchella) 
was one of iy8 plants 
new to science that 
Lewis collected and 
named. 
Academy of Natural Sciences, 
Philadelphia 

September 22 
Nearing starvation, the 
expedition emerges 
from the Bitterroots 
near present-day Weip-
pe, Idaho, where they 
are fed and cared for 
by the Nez Perce. 

October 16 
The expedition reaches 
the confluence of the 
Columbia and Snake 
rivers. 

band named Jean Baptiste. Her 
presence, and the baby's, sig­
naled the expedition's friend­
ly intentions to all tribes. 

Lewis and Clark would not have 
made it to the Pacific and back 
without the help of Indian 
tribes such as the Mandan and 

The Hidatsa, who had never seen 
a black man, were fascinated by 
Clark's slave York. 
Painting by Charles M Russell 
Montana Historical Society 

\ 
Hidatsa, Shoshone, Nez Perce, 
and Clatsop. Over the course 
of the expedition the Corps 
came into contact with nearly 
50 different tribes. The tribes 
often provided the Corps with 
knowledge of lands ahead, 
food, trading opportunities, 
and experienced guides from 
various tribes. Only once, with 
a party of Piegan Blackfeet in 
July 1806, did the expedition 
experience a hostile encounter 
that led to violence 

In early April 1805 Lewis and" 
Clark sent the keelboat, which 
was too large to navigate the 
Upper Missouri, back to St. 
Louis packed with letters, re­
ports, dispatches, and maps, 
plus an extensive collection of 
zoological, botanical, and eth­
nological specimens and arti­
facts for President Jefferson. 
The remaining members of 

October 18 
Clark sees Beacon Rock 
and first sign of tidal 
water, an indication 
they are near the ocean. 

November 7 
Clark, who believes he 
can see the ocean, pens 
his most famous journal 
entry: "Ocian in view! 
0 ! the joy." The expedi­
tion is still a considera­
ble distance from the 
sea, which Lewis finally 
reaches on the 15th. 
Terrible storms halt the 
expedition for nearly 
three weeks. 

Members of the expedi­
t ion, including York and 
Sacagawea, vote to es­
tablish winter quarters 
on the south side of the 
Columbia River where 
Clatsop Indians told 
them they would find 
plenty of elk for food 
and clothing. 

December 8 
Construction of Fort 
Clatsop as winter quar­
ters begins. The fort, 
says Clark, was built of 
the "streightest and 
most butifullest logs." 
The fort was named 
after the local Indians. 

Salmon were, and still 
are, a fundamental 
part of the cultural 
and spiritual identity 
of Columbia Basin In­
dians. Drawingfrom 
Clark's journal. 
Missouri Historical Society 

j A saltmaking camp is 
established 15 miles 

j southwest of Fort Clat­
sop. Salt, an important 
dietary supplement, was 
also needed to preserve 
meat on the return tr ip. 

| March 23 
\ With ceremony, the 
i Corps of Discovery de-
I parts Fort Clatsop and 
1 begins its long journey 
i home. 

May-June 
The expedition reaches 
the Bitterroot Moun­
tains but must wait for 
the snow to melt before 
crossing them. During 
this time the expedition 
again stays with the Nez 
Perce, who Lewis consid­
ers "the most hospit­
able, honest and sincere 
people that we have 
met wi th in our voyage." 

the Corps continued up the 
Missouri in two pirogues and 
six recently constructed canoes. 

Over the next several months 
they would experience hunger, 
fatigue, privation, and sickness 
as they forged westward past 
the mouth of the Yellowstone 

Two of the 144 bird 
species they sighted 
are named for the 
explorers: Clark's 
nutcracker (left), 
first seen in Idaho, 
and Lewis's wood­
pecker, sighted in 
Montana. 
Academy of Natural Sciences, 
Philadelphia 

and into what is now Montana, 
and on to the Great Falls, which 
required three weeks to por­
tage around. At the Three 
Forks of the Missouri, they fol­
lowed the western, or Jeffer­
son, fork. In August, after 
reaching Lemhi Pass on the 
Continental Divide, Lewis and 

Elk and buffalo water 
in the Missouri River. 
Painting by Kar! Bodir.er 
Josiyn Art Museum, Omaha, Nebraska 

Hidatsa dancer 
painting by Kari Bcdmer 
Joslyn Art Museum, Omaha, Nebraska 

Having recovered their 
horses from the Nez 
Perce and buying more, 
the expedition success­
fully crosses the Bitter­
roots, thanks to Nez 
Perce guides. Once 
across the mountain 
the Corps breaks into 
smaller groups to ex­
plore more of the Louis- _j 
iana Territory. Clark a rift ^ 
his group travel down ' 
the Yellowstone River, 
while Lewis and his 
group take the shortcut; 
to the Great Falls, and I 
then head north along 
the Marias River. 

Clark met Sacagawea's rela­
tives (the first Indian contact 
since leaving Fort Mandan), 
who provided the expedition 
with horses and guided them 
over the difficult mountain 
ranges of Idaho to the Salmon 
River and the Bitterroot Valley. 
From a point that they called 
"Travelers' Rest," near present-
day Missoula, Mont., they 
crossed over, via Lolo Pass, to 
the Clearwater River, which 
flowed into the Snake and 
thence the Columbia. The Corps 
finally reached the Pacific in 
mid-November 1805. They were 

: 4,134 miles from Camp River 
Dubois, according to William 
Clark. 

At the mouth of the Columbia 
they built Fort Clatsop, named 

1 after a local Indian tribe, and 
settled into winter quarters. 
Rainy weather, tainted food, 

Near present-day Bill­
ings, Mont., Clark names 
a sandstone outcrop- --: 
ping "Pompy's Tower" 
(now Pompeys Pil lar) ' ' -
after Sacagawea's son, ' 
nicknamed Little Pomp. 
On therockface CJark,:,'-'• 
inscribes :His narhe arid < 
the date. , 

On their Way back t o 
the Missouri from- ex­
ploring therivlarias, 
.Lewis's party encoun- ' . 
fers eight young Piegan 
Blackfeet. The tWd 
groups camp together 
Warily. The fo l lowing. , - ' 
morningthe Blackfeet, 
attempt to steal'the ex­
plorers' horses.and ••'. 
guns. In the resulting 
f ight - t h e only act o f : 
violence during the en­
tire expedition—two •'• 

Lewis is accidentally, 
wounded in-the b.ut-
. tocks ;wh i le .hunting j list 
. east-of presenfcday 
-WillistannNiD-He. sur­
vives and.p.rpcebdsan. 
The next day the ent i re" 
expedition fs reunited,-

-fa-rtherrdownstreaiff- , ••", 

August 14 
t h e expedition reaches 
the Mandan villages, 

John Colter is given pen-
. missie-b.to returh.,to7the . 
Yellowstone t o t r a p 
beaver,', /.-'-'"" 

Aepteiriber MT806: 
Speeding home wi th 
the, Missouri's current, 
they cover up to 70 ', 
miles.aday, stopping 
only tg.pay their.res-" -
pects'atfhe grave of .. 
Charies-Fldyd, their 
only casualty. 

September 23 -; 
After two years and 
four .months; Lewis 'and, 3 

hospitable '.ve IcomsM^sl 
from'the w f i s l ! S ^ ! H 3 
village. Ji$$& 

Lewis and Qark.are . 
-treated, as herpes; upon" l 
their return to Washing­
ton , The mehYecei.ve:•.-.'• 
double pay anof:320 .... 
acres of-land as.reward, 
thecaptains get 1,600 -

..acres. Lewis is"named-
governor of the pew 
Louisiana Territory, 
Clark'fs made Indian 

.. agent for the West and. 
brigadier general o f the 

and insects plagued the expe-; 
dition all winter. While Lewis -
and Clark worked'on their. 
journals and.maps, the rest of 
the Corps prepared for the re­
turn trip by boiling ocean wa­
ter for salt, hunting, and pre­
paring elk hides from which to 
make moccasins ancf clothing? 

Salmon fishing in the 
Columbia River. 
From the painting by Paui Kane 
Royai Ontario Museum, Toronto 

j stopping at Travelers Rest, 
I Lewis and Clark split the men 
' into tvyp' main groups in orde#11 
I to explore more of theterr i - ;.',.-; 
j t<?ry..Lewis's group continued^;;",'.' 
j oyer what is now called Lewif- ' 
j and Clark Pass and reached • 

the Missouri near the Great 
j Falls. Lewis and three of the 
j men then explored the Marias 
j Riven during which the expe-
I dition suffered its only hostile 
i encounter with Indians. Clark's 
! group generally retraced the 
! outbound route to the Three 
i Forks Of the Missouri and then 
j overland to the Yellowstone 
j River, which they followed to 
\ its juncture with the iVjissouri. 
i There oh August 12,1806, ., 
j Clark was reunited with Lewis 

and his party. The expedition 
proceeded down the Missouri 

j toSt. Louis where, on Septem-
Iber 23, 1806, the Corps was 
greeted with as much fanfare 
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Whom Clark ' 
Born August 1,1-70 1 
Portrait by.CharJes Wilis,,-; :-,-,•« , 
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the face of such, hardships ac­
counts for much of the suc­
cess of the expedition; 

; Probably the challenges that 
', Lewis and Clark faced were 
not entirely new or unique to 

j them. Both Had met like chal-
i lertges during their years of -
! military service. Leading men 
t. on dangerous missions in. vvil-
! demess settings against po-
' tentially hostile Indians was, 
after all, a task of most young 
officers of that era; But cross­
ing a continent challenged 

L , them in ways that earli-

cailed for them to make diffi­
cult decisions under circum­
stances previously unmatched 
and not encountered by their 
contemporaries. Cut off from 
the support ahd reliable ad­
vice of seasoned profession­
als, Lewis and Clark had to 
depend on their own judg­
ment. In this they proved 
themselves entirely worthy of 
President Jefferson's trust, 
and they are stiil to be ad­
mired for their resoufcefui-
ness and ingenuity. Jefferson 
could not,have wanted befter 
leaders for the young- nation's 
first%reat venture into West­
ern exploration. 

—Gary fi Moulton, editor, 
The Lewis and G'ark-Journals: 

An American Epic, of .Discovery • 

, Lewis drew up this list of , 

August 3 

Clark's signature, en- •?. 
graved in sandstone, at -
Popipeys Pillar, is'still 
visible today. 
DonnjeSexton/Travel.Montana 

Drawing of a 

as the settlement could muster. 
Of the expedition's accom­
plishments; Jefferson wrote: 

'"Messrs-. Lewis and Clark, and , 
tHjsir brave companions, hake 
by thisjarduous service de­
served well of their country." .' 

Sacagawea and son 
State Historical Society of North Cfakota J 

Return to St. Louis 
•

> Corps of Discovery left Fort 
tsop on March 23,1806. 

Drouillard and a party of hunt­
ers were sent out ahead while 
the rest of the group traveled 
up the Columhia,.Thanlcsrto a 

Kflowa leader, who showed 
m a shortcut, they were 
e to bypass the Snake River 

and save 80 
milesvOh June 
24, after spend­
ing a month 
with the Nez 
Perce waiting 
for the Winter 
snows to melt, 
the Corps set 
out along the 
Lolo Trail for 
the Bitterroot 
Mountains. On 
July 3, after 
crossing the 
mountains via 
Lolo Pass and 
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CLATSOP I CHINOOK 
The Clatsop Indians lived for 
several generations on the south 
side of the Columbia River near 
the northwest tip of what is now 
Oregon. They were relatives of 
the Chinook tribe who lived 
along the northern banks of the 
Columbia and the Pacific coast. 
The Clatsops consisted of about 

four hundred people and, like 
the Chinooks, were wealthy and 
shrewd traders with few ene­
mies. They helped the Corps of 
Discovery locate a site for Fort 
Clatsop and prepare for the 
winter. During the Corps' stay 
at the fort, relations with both 
tribes were friendly. 

people," After the tribe acquired 
horses, their trips across the 
Rockies to buffalo country be­
came easier, but they still con­
tinued to fish for salmon on the 
Snake, Clearwater, Salmon, and 
Columbia rivers. 

PIEGAN BLACKFEET 
The Blackfeet originated on a 
homeland covering today's 
southern Alberta, western Sas­
katchewan, and central Montana. 
Today, the tribe resides on a res­
ervation in Montana, adjacent 
to Glacier National Park and the 
U.S.-Canadian border. It is 

thought the Blackfeet moved 
onto the plains in 1750 but tradi­
tions confirm the tribe's resi­
dency in its homeland for thou­
sands of years. The Blackfeet are 
people of the plains and buffalo. 

Lewis and Clark 
outbound journey, 
1804-1805 

Lewis and Clark 
•pJ'.ir~ iuj-npi; 
1806 

Lewis 
return journey 

Clark 
return journey 

LEMHI SHOSHONE 
The Lemhi Shoshone, a division 
of the Northern Shoshone, live in 
the Rocky Mountains. The Lemhi 
migrated to Montana and Idaho 
from the Great Basin of Nevada 
and Utah in the 1600s and became 
nomadic bison hunters on pre­
sent-day Montana plains. Sacaga-
wea belonged to the Agaidaka 
band of the Lemhi Shoshone. 

TETON SIOUX 
The Teton Sioux once inhabited 
a vast territory in tire northern 
prairies and plains in the present 
states of North Dakota, South 
Dakota, and Nebraska. They 
are one of three groups of tribal 
people sharing a closely related 
language who call themselves 
Nakota, Dakota, and Lakota. 

The name "Teton" comes from 
the native word "tetonwan," 
meaning "dwellers of the 
prairie," which aptly describes 
the original territory of these 
people. They have inhabited the 
prairies of North America for 
hundreds of years. 
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Things to Know About the Lewis and Clark Trail 

In 1978 Congress established 
the Lewis and Clark National 
Historic Trail as a part of the 
National Trails System.The 
3,700-mile-long trail begins at 
Lewis and Clark Memorial in 
Illinois, and passes through 
Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, 
Iowa, South Dakota, North 
Dakota, Montana, Idaho, 
Washington, and Oregon. 

The trail traces the route of 
the explorers as closely as pos­
sible given the changes over 
the years. Today you can fol­
low in the approximate foot­
steps of Lewis and Clark, ex­
ploring the route they trav­
eled and reliving the adven­
ture of the Corps of Discovery. 
You can do this by boat, 
canoe, or kayak, by car or bus, 
on foot or bicycle, or by train. 
Along the way you will learn 
about the trail and the epic 
journey it commemorates, 
from interpretive signs, exhib­
its, visitor centers, and living 

history programs. Many of 
these are identified on the 
map at left. 

The National Park Service ad- i 
ministers the trail through 
partnerships with many feder-j 
al, state, and local agencies, 
nonprofit organizations, Indian) 
tribes, and private landown­
ers. It is especially important 
that tribal land regulations 
and the rights of private land­
owners are respected. If an 
area belonging to these 
landowners is not open to vis­
itors, you must obtain permis­
sion to go on their property. 

Do not disturb lands by litter­
ing or removing items from a 
site. The natural and cultural 
resources of the trail are pro­
tected by regulations and you 
could be prosecuted for dis­
turbing a site. 

Trail signs will help you as you 
travel the trail. A triangle-

shaped sign (see logo upper 
right) indicates federal, state, 
and non-federal sites along 
the national historic trail. A 
rectangle-shaped sign desig­
nates a highway that is a 
Lewis and Clark motor route. 
Both signs contain the same 
Lewis and Clark image. The 
designated motor routes fol­
low the historic trail as closely 
as possible and can be trav­
eled by car or bus. 

If you plan to travel the water 
route by boat, canoe, or kay­
ak, please be aware that long 
portions of the rivers Lewis 
and Clark traveled are no 
longer free-flowing, but are 
impounded by dams. The dams 
on the Snake and Columbia 
rivers have locks; those on the 
Missouri do not. Commercial 
boat trips are available on 
some segments. 

If you plan to walk any of the 
trail, portions open for foot or 

horseback travel include KATY 
Trail State Park in Missouri, 
Steamboat Trace Trail in Ne­
braska, Lolo Trail in Montana, 
and Ecola State Park in Ore­
gon. 

Riders of Amtrak can also fol­
low sections of the trail on the 
Empire Builder, the Coast 
Starlight, and certain Missouri 
trains. At certain times of the 
year, the Trails and Rails Pro­
gram has National Park 
Service guides on these trains, 
presenting programs about 
Lewis and Clark to passengers. 
For more information about 
these programs visit the Fort 
Union Trading Post National 
Historic Site website: 
www.nps.gov/fous. 

For More Information 
Contact: Lewis and Clark 
National Historic Trail 
1709 Jackson Street 
Omaha, NE 68102 
402-514-9311 
www.nps.gov/lecl 

The Trail website offers a cal­
endar of events, relevant pub­
lications, and updates on trail 
events, with many links to 
state tourism offices, cham­
bers of commerce, federal and 
state agencies, and other sites 
offering Lewis and Clark 
information. 

The U.S. Forest Service pub­
lishes several brochures and 
maps about Lewis and Clark 
in the Rocky Mountains and 
on the Lolo Trail. Contact: 
Clearwater National Forest, 
12730 Highway 12, Orofino, 
ID 83544. 

For information on floating 
the Missouri River within Up­

per Missouri River Breaks Na­
tional Monument contact the 
Bureau of Land Management, 
P.O. Box 1160, Lewistown, MT 
59457. 

The Lewis and Clark Trail Heri­
tage Foundation, Inc., is a 
nonprofit organization with a 
national membership dedicat­
ed to the preservation of the 
heritage of the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition. The organi­
zation publishes a quarterly 
magazine. We Proceeded On, 
and holds an annual meeting 
at a Lewis and Clark site. The 
Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage 
Foundation is the primary vol­
unteer organization working 
with the National Park Service 
to help preserve and interpret 
the Lewis and Clark National 
Historic Trail. For information, 
contact the Lewis and Clark 
Trail Heritage Foundation Inc., 
P.O. Box 3434, Great Falls, MT 
59403, or access its website at 
www.lewisandclark.org. 
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MANDAN I HIDATSA 
Long before Europeans arrived 
on the Plains, the Mandans and 
their neighbors the Hidatsa 
lived in fortified earthlodge vil­
lages along the Missouri River. 
These agricultural tribes traded 
their garden produce, along 
with Knife River flint, to other 
tribes, and later were instru­
mental in developing trade with 
Hudson Bay and American Fur 

Company traders. The men of 
these tribes honed their hunting 
skills and formed hunting par­
ties in the summer to pursue the 
buffalo. Women cultivated corn, 
squash, sunflowers, and beans 
in gardens along the riverbanks. 
Both men and women took part 
in a variety of religious cere­
monies at various tirpes w 

throughout the year. ;r~-~xV^ 

NEZ PERCE 
When this people first came in 
contact with explorers, the peo­
ple named themselves with a 
sign language motion that re­
sembled the action of piercing 
the nose. The French term "nez 
perce" means "pierced nose," 
but the tribe calls themselves 
"Nimiipuu," meaning "the real 

is 
u 
C 
rz 

g 
0) 

<D 

C 
o 

< 

http://www.nps.gov/fous
http://www.nps.gov/lecl
http://www.lewisandclark.org

