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"Petroglyph Point" is an isolated volcanic come rising abruptly and
dramatically from the d At some time
in the geologic past the waters of a much higher lake lapped at the west
ide of the cone forming a vertical cliff in the tan, welded tuff. Carved
on the face of the cliff is an extensive series of Indian petroglyphs.
They extend along the cliffs for about a quarter of a mile and include

geometric as well as stylized animal figures.

The boundary of the property is coincident with the boundary of the
Petroglyph Point section of Lava Beds National Monument.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The age of the petroglyphs is not known. Some may have been carved by the
Modoc, others perhaps by their prehistoric ancestors. Nor is the reason
they were carved known. Nevertheless, the property preserves one of the
most extensive and interesting series of petroglyphs in the American West.
They constitute a remnant of the artistic heritage, and perhaps religious
and philosophical as well, of the Indians who once made the shores of
their home. ’
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