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Fern Cave is a lava tube, a portion of which roof has fallen in to provide
entrance. It is irregular in shape and height, the latter due to
deposition of roof fall on the cave floor. The cave runs in a north-south
direction and is about 1,500 feet long. The maximum width, 54 feet, and
height, 14 feet, is attained beneath the entrance. Debris from roof fall,
wind-born dirt, and cultural material form a definite mound directly
beneath the entrance.- The humid air and condensation on the cave walls
have combined to make the mound a natural greenhouse. It is covered with
ferns and mosses.

The cave was used intermittently by the Modoc Indians and/or their
prehlstorlc ancestors. Evidence of this occupation includes an interesting
series of -pictographs painted® on the “walls plus other cultural debris. ™

At one time portable store mortars and pestles were found but were removed
by relic hunters. Mortar holes are still in evidence in some of the fallen
roof slabs.

In January of 1936, J. Carlisle Crouch), the Monument's Chief Ranger,:

| excavated a test” trench into the mound beneath the entrance. He uncovered

a cultural deposit some 31 inches deep, consisting of charcoal, ash,
organic-stained soil, and an occassional artifact. No evidence regarding
the age of the deposit was recorded.

The property being nominated is a square parcel of land, 1,500 feet on a
side with the cave entrance at the center.

SNOILONALSNI IS



SEEINSTRUCTIONS

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

{X] Pre-Columbion [] 16th Century [ 18th Century : 20th Century
[ 15th Century [ 17th Century {3 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) ,

AREAS OF SIGN‘QFICANC; (Check One or More as Appropriate) L e . .
Aboriginal - ., . - . [T] Education "+ :[C)Politieal ,. ... , . .[JUrbon Planning ..

[X] Prehistoric [] Engineering, .., . .. [] Religion/Phi- . - ~»-[],0ther.(Specify).
-’l;!listorj;c C Q Industry losophy

(] Agriculture [ Invention (] Science

[C] Architecture [J Landscape © [ Sculpture

[ Art Architecture [ Social/Human-

[] Commerce (1 Literoture. iterian

] Communications ] Military [ Theater

[T] Conservation [ Music [CJ Tronsportation

STATEMENT-OF SIGNIFICANCE, .

The Indians of the Klamath Basin depended heav11y upon wildfowl and
vegetable products of the shallow lakes and it is around.their margins
that their remains are clustered. Fern Cave is located

and thus preserves another facet of the
Indians' lifeway. It may have served as a camp for parties of hunters
or seed gatherers on their way to the timbered uplands to the south. At
least some of the seeds were processed here, as evidenced by the bedrock
mortars. The occurrence of charcoal and ash suggests it was occupied in

winter.

Preservation of Fern Cave will insure survival of an interesting series
of pictographs and the other remains, the investigation of which may
contribute significantly to our knowledge of the Indians of the Klamath

Basin.

. .
AR wig




headquarters and Pacific Northwest Regional Office.

"Preliminary Archeological Survey of Lava Beds National Monument" by
J. Carlisle Crouch. Typescript on deposit at Monument headquarters and

Pacific Northwest Regional Office.

"An Archaeological Survey of Lava Beds National Monument, California" by

Robert J. Squier and Gordon L. Grosscup. Typescript at Monument
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