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consideration are 
Onion Porta e. 

The Onion Portage site prope 
a deeply strati£ ied series· In portions 
of the site the stragigraphy is as much as 20 feet deep, lDl.doabtedly 
the most extensi~ tical strat· the interior 
of Alaska. 

The site has been partially 
in unaltered condition. 

but 

Site type: Multiple occupations suggest this site was a seasonal camp 
utilized annually for the purpose of fishing and intercepting caribou 
on migration. The nature of these activities suggest that it would 
have been occupied in spring, summer and autumn. Houses in several 
levels suggest the possibility of semi-permanent villages. 

Cultural groups and dates: Onion Portage has revealed that nine 
different cultural gr.oups have lived here. The occupations reflect 
both i:i:iland Eskimo:• and Indian utilization. Cultures identified are, 
from y9~9e_~~ to oldest: . , ._. 
Arctic .. ·Woodland Eskimo (1000-1700 A.D.), Norton/Ipiutak (c.400-800 
A.D.) Itkillik (Indian? c. 400 A.O.), Choris complex {1500-500 
B.C.), Denbigh Flint complex {2200-1800 B.C.), Portage conplelr (2600-
2200 B.C.), Palisades II complex (4000-2600 B.C.), Kobuk canp1ex 
(6200-6000 B.C.), and Akmak complex(? 10,000-6500 B.C.). Many of 
these cultures and complexes compliment the horizontal stratigraphy of 
the Cape Krusenstern sequence, strengthening with vertical control the 
information gained previously. There are, in addition, several 
occupations not previously recognized nor formalized from other 
Alaskan sites. These are the Itkillik, Portage, Kobuk and Akaak 
complexes. The site has been almost continously occupied over the 
past 10,000 years. 

Present condition of the site if excellent. There are minor ground 
disturbances from occasional recent occupants, such as a couple who 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Onion Portag~ is Ul\ique .. ~ng _a~c;tic ~rcheqlo~i~~l, _sit~s J>ecaus~ .. of __ 
the unusual circumstances which preserved d~~P st;r~tigr~phy _._ reyeaJ,;!.n9 
almost continous occupation during Holocene t:iaes. Most early coastal 
sites in the north are believed to have been destroyed about 5000 
years ago when sea level was higher than at present. The majox-i ty of 
early riverine sites in the interior have been eroded or buried by 
shifting channels. 

Background 
• ..., ; • ' 1 .'. ( ' • • • • ~ 

The site has yielded considerable information on arctic life and 
living during -the past 10,000 years and, since most of 1:he site has 
not been excavated, has the potential of yielding much additio'nal 
information. Caribou by the thousands swim the Kobuk River .. near· here 
on their seasonal migrations between tundra and taiga. Drawn by the• 
herds, hunters both ancient and modern stationed themselves at the 
vantage point afforded by the site's location to await their coming. 
Fishing is and has been good, offering several special of salmon whicll 
migrate up the Kobuk River and also the prized sheefish. The sub­
sistence activities of the past are compatible with those of today. 

At present this is the only site known in northwestern Alaska that can 
contribute in the setting up of a reliable cultural sequence of this 
magnitude. The comparative value of relating Onion Portage to 
complexes in other arctic sites it too great to ennumerate here. 1 ' 

Suffice it to say that with final publication of investigations to 
date (expected shortlyl this site should become of supreme importance 
of all arctic archeologists. Preservation of the site will be served 
best by scientific excavation. 

The Onion Portage archaeological district was entered on the National 
Register June 20, 1972 
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expanded a semi-subterranean house for their living quarters during 
the 1960's. The area is too isolated to be subject to heavy damage 
from recreational use. The peoples of nearby villages recognize and 
respect the significance of this locale, thus damage from human use is 
minimal. 
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