historical and preservation data
september 1983

| smueenn T

NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK / ALASKA



4

JKAQWAY, DISTRICT OF ALASKA
1884 ~ 1912

DUILDING TI1E CIATEWAY TO THE KLONDIKE
ROBEKT L. J. SJFUDE

"




SKAGWAY, DISTRICT OF ALASKA
1884—1912

Building the Gateway to the Klondike

Historical and Preservation Data on the Skagway Historic District
Compiled for Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park
and the People of Skagway

ROBERT L. S. SPUDE

Anthropology and Historic Preservation, Cooperative Park Studies Unit
University of Alaska, Fairbanks

Occasional Paper No. 36
1983



Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park Staff:
Richard E. Hoffman, Superintendent 1977 — 1979
Richard Simms, Superintendent 1979 —
Jay Cable, Chief Ranger 1978 —
Gary Higgins, Historical Architect 1977 — 1979
David Snow, Regional Historical Architect 1980 —
Pete Bathurst, Preservation Specialist 1977 — 1980
Gene Irvine, Preservation Specialist 1981 —
Barbara Montgomery, Administrative Clerk, 1977 — 1980
Amy Caldwell, Administrative Secretary, 1980 —
Emily Olson, Administrative Technician, 1980 —
David Cohen, Interpretive Specialist 1979 — 1982
Betsy Duncan-Clark, Interpretive Specialist 1983 —
John Warder, Maintenance 1983 —

Title page photograph: Broadway Avenue, Skagway, 1898. The Kelly Block
(better known as the Daily Alaskan Building) and Occidental Hotel were
demolished in 1964.

All photographs on file at Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park

Report prepared as a cooperative effort of the Cooperative Park Studies Unit,
University of Alaska, Fairbanks, and the Alaska Regional Office of the
National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior; research data
compiled as part of contract no. CX-90-8-0119.

NPS 2135
ii



CONTENTS

Part I: The Golden Dream
Chapter 1: Skagway, District of Alaska, A Chronology 5
Chapter 2: Skagway, District of Alaska, A Historic Overview 39

Part II: Building the Dream
Chapter 3: Architectural Development 47
Chapter 4: Broadway Avenue, Skagway 77
Chapter 5: Building Characteristics 105

Part III: Preserving the Dream
Chapter 6: Preservation in Skagway 129

Appendix: Researching Buildings within the Skagway Historic District

Historic District Buildings 141
Research Guide 162

iii



FOREWORD

Today there is a widespread and growing recognition of the value
of America’s cultural heritage, a recognition that our architectural and
historic resources play an important role in shaping the cultural identity
of our society. Communities in Alaska and across the country are
increasingly aware of the importance of preserving and documenting
historic buildings, sites, and monuments. One important function of
the study of historic resources is to add perspective to the literary
record of a community’s historical significance. The colorful gold rush
era which gave birth to Skagway and a host of other Alaska towns and
cities lends itself to both scholarly research and the creation of popular
myth. An examination of the physical record, the buildings and sites
which were a part of Skagway’s history, can provide the information
necessary to ensure a broader understanding of the past.

The present study, however, offers more than a compilation of
data on historic buildings and sites. The physical evidence, however
significant on its own, exists within the context of an active modern
community. Historic buildings, like all others, must be utilized and
integrated into the larger designs of the community. The significance
of the present study then, lies in the recognition of the importance of
the historic data as an aid to future planning. Its goal is to facilitate
the compatible development of all Skagway’s resources.

The study is important in one final way, as a guide to historic
preservation research and planning in other Alaskan communities. Just
as the colorful images of Soapy Smith, Frank Reid, Skookum Jim, and
the White Pass and Yukon Route railroad have come to suggest the
excitement and hardship of the gold rush in the new frontier, Skagway,
District of Alaska suggests a standard for the study of historic resources
and to plan for their utilization must now be attentive to the standards
and quality of the research. This study sets a fine example to be
followed.



The Alaska Association for Historic Preservation appreciates the
commitment necessary to produce a quality cultural resources study.
Congratulations are due to Robert L. Spude, the National Park Service,
and the Anthropology and Historic Preservation section of the Coop-
erative Park Studies Unit, University of Alaska, Fairbanks, for their
dedication and professionalism. Special credit must also be given to
the citizens of Skagway for their contributions to the city’s continued
vitality.

Alaska is indeed fortunate to possess such a rich variety of historic
and cultural resources, and it is our hope that Skagway, District of
Alaska will stimulate many similar efforts throughout the state.

Thomas G. Beck
Executive Director
Alaska Association for Historic Preservation
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PREFACE

Skagway, the gateway to the Klondike, has never lost its gold rush
luster. The boardwalks bordering dirt streets, the wooden false-fronted
buildings, and the narrow-gauge mountain railroad all represent a
period of history peculiar to Alaska, the last frontier. In the old
federal District of Alaska, Skagway had led the way as the first incor-
porated town and major city. Unfortunately, the new town’s growth
and exuberant spirit has since met times of political and economic
hardship. The following pages describe some of the themes and pieces
left in Skagway — especially those turn-of-the-century buildings which
continue to give the town its distinctive flavor.

Part I, The Golden Dream, shows Skagway’s rapid growth during
the period from 1884 to 1912. It provides a glimpse of the historic
era when Skagway emerged as a gold rush boom town to become the
major city in the District of Alaska.

The second section, Building the Dream, reviews the architectural
development in Skagway and looks at some of the buildings and their
particular characteristics. It also includes viewsup and down Broadway
Avenue, past and present, in the core of town. This section partially
explains why the Skagway of today looks as it does.

In the final section, Preserving the Dream, is a summary of
Skagway’s preservation of objects and structures. A compilation of
information about specific historic structures with a capsule history
of each building within the Historic District can be found in the
appendix — as well as a brief ‘“flow chart” for personal research.

Hopefully, this study will help people to understand early Skagway
life; it might also assist planners, private and public property owners,
and preservationists to restore historic buildings with a sense of the
town’s heritage.

Many people contributed to the reation of this report, from the
Klondike gold rush stampeders and their chroniclers to most of the
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present residents of Skagway. All who were approached for informa-
tion willingly aided the project. To all who helped, I offer my heartfelt
thanks. I wish to give full acknowledgment to the following people
and organizations for their work and special assistance:

Zorro Bradley, Melody Webb, Ilyne Miller, Kathy Morack, Bob Wallant,
and my other co-workers at the Cooperative Park Studies Unit,
University of Alaska, Fairbanks;

Leslie Starr Hart, William E. Brown, and cultural resource staff,
Alaska Regional Office, National Park Service;

The enthusiastic residents of Skagway, especially Virginia Burfield, the
Selmers, the Dedmans, and octogenarian George Rapuzzi;

Soapy’s gang, and the office, train, and track crews of the White Pass
and Yukon Route;

National Park Service, Denver Service Center, historical architects
Tom Bush and Jean Parker for photographing the street elevations
and Randy Copeland for drawing the historic district maps and
providing information about architectural details;

Janus Design of Tempe, Arizona, for the streetscapes;
Meg Jensen, former back country ranger, for photographs;

William Hanable, former State Historic Preservation Officer, and the
staff of the Office of History and Archeology, Alaska State
Division of Parks, for information about historic preservation;

Barbara Montgomery, Sue Hosford, Dorothy Richards, and Nancy
Jones-Hill for typing the earlier manuscripts; and Teri Lucara and
Paula Jones for typesetting the final text.

The staff of The Northern Engineer, University of Alaska, Fairbanks,
for editing, design, and typesetting.

And the helpful staffs of the Alaska Historical Library in Juneau, the
Anchorage Historical and Fine Arts Museum, the city of Skagway,
the Days of 98 Museum in Skagway, the magistrates of Skagway,
the State of Alaska, the University of Alaska in Fairbanks, and
the University of Washington in Seattle.

Robert L. S. Spude
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Skagway, on one of the routes to the
Alaska gold fields. (Map courtesy of
Archives, University of Alaska,
Fairbanks)



THE GOLDEN DREAM




Captain William Moore, very much in character. Town
founder and a man who bred legends, he had been in
every Pacific coast gold rush since California in 1849. He
was one of the first steamboat captains on a half-dozen
British Columbia rivers, and among the first few into the
Yukon River headwaters. The Captain boasted of his
successes and dreamed of new ones. Skagway provided
his final success before his retirement to Victoria, B.C.
(Photo courtesy of Archives, University of Alaska,
Fairbanks)

Log cabin and frame house, built by Captain Moore and
his son Ben, amid the first wave of stampeders, August
1897. (Photo from the Winter and Pond Collection,
courtesy of Alaska Historical Society)
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SKAGWAY, DISTRICT OF ALASKA
A CHRONOLOGY

After it was purchased from Russia on March 30, 1867, Alaska
remained an unorganized territory of the United States until May 17,
1884, when president Chester A. Arthur signed an act establishing the
District of Alaska. Skagway, situated in the southeastern panhandle
of Alaska, came to symbolize many of the stages of development
which occurred in the District during the gold rush era.

1887 spring Captain William Moore and Skookum Jim
conduct reconnaisance of White Pass.

November Captain Moore and son Ben begin con-
structing log cabin and wharf at Skagway
Bay.

1892 Moores petition Canadian and United
States governments for toll road privileges
over White Pass.

1896 July Ben Moore’s 160-acre claim surveyed.
August 14 Klondike discovery by George Washington
Carmack, Tagish Charley, and Skookum
Jim,
1897 March 25 SS City of Mexico leaves Seattle with 600
stampeders. Beginning of first wave.
July 14 Captain Moore announces White Pass Trail
open.
July 17 SS Portland arrives at Seattle with over ““a
ton of gold.”
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1897 July 29 SS Queen discharges cargo and 200 The first stampeders, July or August
passengers at Moore’s Wharf. Second 1897. (Photo courtesy of the Library
wave of stampeders. of Congress)
August Pack Train Saloon opens.
August 26 Newspapers report tent city of 5,000—
6,000 stretches from Skagway Bay to
White Pass Trail.

October 15 First issue of Skaguay News: . . . Skaguay
has 15 general merchandise stores, 19
restaurants, 4 meat markets, 3 wharves,
11 saloons, 6 lumber yards, 8 pack trains,
6 lawyers, and 9 hotels.

November 11  Post office established, spelled Skagway.
December 4 City election, H.E. Battin first mayor.
December 12  Union Church dedicated.

LAYING OUT SKAGWAY, 1897
From Daily Alaskan (Skagway), Special Edition, January 1901

It was on August 2nd that the first great rush was made to stake
lots. When lots were staked, the locators were notified by Mr. Hill, the
then manager of Moore’s wharf, that the property belonged to Captain
Moore, and that none would be allowed to build on it. But the locators,
they went on clearing and building just the same. It then became
apparent that a large number would winter here, Dave McKinney




Dave McKinney (right), one of the
leaders of the miners’ meetings and
Treunenan (sp?). McKinney Avenue,
the street named for him, no longer
exists — it became Fifth after he and
others had moved on to the Klondike
and a new 1898 town council voted to
use numbers in place of names.

Other street names: Brady, John G.
Brady, governor, Ivey, Joseph W. Ivey,
collector of customs; Shoup, James M.
Shoup, U.S. Marshall; Sperry, Charles
B. Sperry, manager of White Pass
Trading Co.; Battin, H. E. Battin,
tramroad promoter and first mayor;
Keiser, stampeder; Bond, Marshal
Bond, stampeder; McKinney, Dave
McKinney, stampeder, Johnson, C. S.
Johnson, attorney; Moore, Capt.
William Moore, first resident;

DeLaney, U.S. judge; Buchanan, George

Buchanan, first man killed in town;
Hobart, C. L. Hobart, customs agent;
Suydam, Harry Suydam, surveyor;
Strong, J. F. A. Strong, editor of
Skaguay News. (Photo courtesy of
Washington State Historical Society)

and a few others called a meeting and decided to lay the town out in
blocks, 12 lots of 50 by 100 feet to the block, and the streets to be 60
feet, with the exception of Broadway, which was to be 80 feet.

Frank Reid was at that time bartender at the Klondike Saloon, a
tent standing near the rear of what is now Cheney’s store [northeast
corner 5th and Broadway ]. Some unfortunate surveyor, on his way to
Dawson, went broke and left his instrument in pledge at the saloon.
Then Reid, with the ready wit and adaptability of the frontiersman,
took the instruments and appointed himself city engineer.

The city was laid out, and United States Commissioner, John U.
Smith, pretended to record the locations of lots at $5 per pretense.
When corner lots were scarce, an amended plat was got out, and the
old corner lots were in the middle of the block, and so on. There was
great excitement over this and many mass meetings. . . .



Moving buildings to clear Broadway, September 1897. The trail lies to the left of
the activity, in front of the boardwalk. (Photo courtesy of Yukon Archives,
Whitehorse)




A bevy of movers and shakers in early Skagway. Among the folks lined up at the
post office in Dr. Runnall’s store are Frank Reid (second person left of righthand
tree), editor and Miss DeSucca (between the center trees), and S. F. White, a real
estate man (leaning against the tree). The site is the present Sth Street between
Broadway and State; the log city hall under construction in the background (left)
still stands.
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Jeff Smith’s Parlor in the spring of
1898. The building which originally
stood on 6th Avenue was moved to
2nd in 1964, it still stands. (Photo
courtesy of Bancroft Library,
University of California, Berkeley)

The Czarina and the Dirigo at the
wharves in Skagway, April 1898.
(Photo courtesy of Provincial
Archives, Victoria, B.C.)







