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or five years, Tim Hudson has

been the expert when it comes to
Katahdin Woods and Waters. Hudson has
been the superintendent since 2016 when
the 87,563 acres were proclaimed as a
National Monument.

We chatted recently with Hudson about
some of the new and exciting developments
coming for visitors to enjoy, as well as recap
some of the improvements made last year
that have had a positive impact on Katahdin
Woods and Waters.

The most exciting piece of news: There
are going to be seven walk-in campsites added
at the Lunksoos Camps area along the East
Branch of the Penobscot River. “These sites
are being added through a ‘Reserved Right” in
the deed to that property that allows certain
developments to be added by the previous
owner until August of 2021, said Hudson.

The sites are available first come, first
served as you can’t make a reservation so
keep that in mind during your travels.

This is all being done by private funding,
as no federal funding is involved. Hudson
said the building of the sites will be starting
in June and should be completed by August.

“Two are group sites and one site is fully
accessible,” he said.

Many improvements were made last
year which increased visitation to Katahdin
Woods And Waters, including the opening
of three trails that had been in the works for
the past two years, according to Hudson.
The monument now offers 10 camping sites
as well, which visitors took advantage of
last summer and fall.

The roads are always being improved as
the area, burt it is a work in progress. “We
take it one step at a time. We’ve cleared
brush out of the northeast section of the
park which was always there to access, it’s
just better now -- an improvement on what
was already available,” Hudson reported.

Additional bridges have also been added to
KWW, along with some work on the streams
that run through the area. “We replaced some
culverts with open channel bridges,” Hudson
said. This was done to restore the movement
of Atlantic salmon in the area.

Adding three outhouses to the area last
year was also a great upgrade to make visits
more enjoyable. “We’ll be adding another
vault roilet this year which will be keeping

PHOTO: PROVIDED BY MOOSE PRINTS GALLERY



the sewage out of the ground,” said Hudson.

And the 22 signs that were added last
year have made it a lot easier for guests to
find their way around the monument.

Last year, the park received $380,000
in federal funding for a possible expansion.
Hudson said this funding is intended to
allow the monument to pursue the purchase
of two parcels of land which were part of
the original proclamation, bur not owned
by NPS.

There is so much beauty to explore
when you visit the Katahdin Woods and
Waters National Monument. People come
to enjoy the fishing and wildlife on the
beauriful rtrails. Plan a hike, throw your
bike in the back of the truck in the warmer
months and enjoy the cross country skiing,
snowshoeing and snowmobiling in the
winter time. The snowmobile routes run
north to south to the east of the East Branch
of the Penobscot River.

With all new amenities like the toilets,
signage and improved trails, Katahdin
Woods and Waters is sure to attract those
from Maine and beyond.

Sewall House Yoga is a bed and
breakfast style retreat that offers

all-inclusive affordable lodging and

continuing healing yoga practices.

We are a National Historic Registry

destination located in Island Falls,
Maine, near Lake Mattawamkeag.

Yoga Retreat Amenities

« yoga classes for all levels

* meditation & breathing practice

* delicious wholesome meals

» relaxing sauna & exhilarating hikes
« porch sitting & breathtaking views

f YOGA RETREAT

Open May through October
Accepting reservations now
646.316.5151
info@sewallhouse.com
sewallhouse.com

n u ll'h_t\ru

SEWALL HOUSE

In 2020,

1154 wildfires
occured in
Maine.

That’s twice the
average.

To learn how you can prevent
wildfires from threatening

your home, please call
207-287-4989 or email
Maine.forestrangers@maine.gov.

MAINE FOREST SERVICE
Find us at “Malne Forest Rangers”
on Facebook and Twitter.

BANGORDAIYNEWS.COM ~ 3
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ne very popular hobby for outdoor

enthusiasts today is paddling. Whether
canoeing or kayaking, paddling is a fun way to explore
the landscape and waterways in any geographic area.
It also provides a great opportunity to get away from
it all for a day or two.

The East Branch of the Penobscot River is a
favorite waterway of many paddlers. It’s one of the
major attractions of the Katahdin Woods and Waters
National Monument located east of Baxter State
Park. The main stem of the East Branch drops more
than 200 feet over a stretch of about 10 miles through
rapids and waterfalls including Stair Falls, Haskell
Rock Pitch, Pond Pitch, Grand Pitch, the Hulling
Machine and Bowlin Falls. The name “Hulling
Machine” originated from the fact that the force of
the water there used to strip bark from large logs
driven down the river during log driving days.

Many lumber jacks and log drivers earned their
living on the river. Some lost their lives during the
dangerous log driving operations. Before that,
Native Americans used the waterway to transport

LING THE

7\

EXPLORE THE EAST
" BRANCH OF THE
PENOBSCOT RIVER

4

BY WANDA CURTIS

food, furs and medicines. Artists and authors have
been inspired by the beauty of nature there. Henry
David Thoreau traveled the Penobscot when he
visited Maine during the 1800s.

After Teddy Roosevelt crossed the East Branch
of the Penobscot with a guide in the late 1800s, he
developed a commitment for land conservation. In
1906, he signed into law the Antiquities Act which gave
U.S. presidents authority to create national monuments
on federal land to protect natural, historic or culrural
teatures from destruction. Presidents can also accept
private land to be reserved for that purpose.

Friends of Katahdin Woods and Waters’ executive
director Andrew Bossie said that nothing compares
to paddling on the East Branch. He said that, besides
the excitement associated with paddling through

swiftly moving waters, the scenery along the way is
beautiful. He added that the multitude of iddleheads
growing beside the river in the floodplains create
an awesome scene beneath the shimmering silver
maples and at the right time of year can also be
harvested for personal consumption.

R
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“The rushing waters flush these areas of
most plant life in the spring, leaving well-
rooted ferns and maple trees to enjoy the
nutrient-rich soils,” said Bossie. “The result
is towering tree trunks, a thick canopy of
leaves high above and a lush green carpet
of ferns. It’s like standing in a cathedral,
complete with bird song. There is a silver
maple floodplain along much of the calmer
sections of the river and there area notable
areas by the Oxbow picnic area on the
northern stretch of the river and then again
further south where the Wassataquoik
Stream meets the East Branch.”

Many wildlife species can be viewed
traveling along the river. Deer, moose, river
otters, beavers and even an occasional

& = Kqlghdin WOODS & WATERS = 2021

black bear may be seen peeking through
the bushes. Mergansers, chickadees, thrush,
grouse, woodpeckers and even an occasional
bald eagle can be seen flying overhead.

MANDATORY PORTAGES

ON NORTHERN END OF RIVER
According to Bossie, there are at least four
mandatory portages on the northern end of
the East Branch of the Penobscot River—
Haskell Rock Pitch, Pond Pitch, Grand Pitch
and the Hulling Machine. Portaging refers
to carrying one’s canoe over dry land to the
next navigable section of the river. He said
that only experienced whitewater paddlers
should attempt this section of the river or be
accompanied by a registered Maine guide.

Haskell Rock is named after a 20-foor pillar
of stone in the middle of a downstream
torrent of water. Grand Pitch drops 30-40 feet
almost straight down. Bossie said that, for the
most part, the portages are short. He said the
longest is the Hulling Machine, which is last.

“For someone looking for a peaceful flat-
water day paddle, I'd recommend launching
from Lunksoos Camps and paddle up river
about two miles to Big Seboeis campsite,”
said Bossie. “There’s a nice view, good
swimming and bald eagles are known to
frequent the area. If no one is using the
campsite, you can picnic at the shaded rable.
Always wear a PFD and paddle with others.
Check with the National Park Service for the
latest conditions.”

PHOTO: COURTESY OF FRIEMN DS OF
KATADH N WOODS AND WATERS
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|__ SMOKEHOUSE & CAFE

DINING HUUMS AND DUTS\DE PATIO
: COCKTAILS - 12.BEERS ON TAP

Check Facebook for our current hours - facehr:mk.cum/ﬂatlandersbhqme

50 MAIN STREET - PATTEN - 528-1021 -

Haskell Rock Pitch. named
after a 20-foot pillar of stene
in the middle of theriver.

Now serving
Penobscot and

Piscataquis counties
GREAT FLY FISHING ON THE - q e
EAST PENOBSCOT ﬂ!ﬂﬂg H."lfh ff)mﬂﬁhfpb‘
According to Bowlin Lodge and Camps -2 located in Southern
website at www.bowlincamps.com, the o= Aroostook Coun f}'
East Branch is a grear place for fly fishing ot '
with naturally reproducing brook trout, :
landlocked salmon and smallmouth bass ‘ i, | 100 Cential
1111 ‘.L L ; - {.J’ n.- ; {.J. . 1-. b- i J ! ¥ L3 MILLINGCKET
The website says that, in 2012, Maine - . 207-723-9718
started removing dams in the Penobscot | Lot
River making it possible for salmon, shad, 2289 i i 1068 Crystal Rd

sturgeon, alewives, eels and smelt to return ISLAND FALLS
to their native spawning grounds in the » S4=AGS-2001
Penobscot River Basin and the East Branch
is a part of that.

Driving north, Bowlin Lodge and
Cabins are located off Exit 264. They have

a lodge and dining room where hot meals

BANGORDAIYNEWS.COM « 7
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are served. They rent private 1- and 2-bedroom
log cabins with a kitchen, bathroom and wood
stove. The cabins are a good base camp for
anyone traveling to the area for paddling, hiking
or hunting out in the wilds. They offer wildlife
tours, waterfall hikes, registered Maine guides,
canoe rentals and more.

PLANNING A PADDLING TRIP

When planning a paddling trip, the following
supplies are recommended—plenty of water,
food, necessary medications, life jackets, a first
aid kit, map, flashlight, pocker knife, light tent,
sleeping mat, bug nets and repellent, matches,
a dry bag (waterproof bag which rolls shut to
form a seal to keep water out), sunscreen and
warm, dry clothing. It’s important to prepare for
being in the water even if paddlers don’t plan
on getting in the water, said Bossie. As an added
precaution, he said that it’s always important to
notify someone else of the trip agenda before
leaving, in the event that help is needed.
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Learn about our work to
support Maine’s national
monument and become a
friend at friendsofkww.org
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n May of 2020, the Katahdin Woods and Waters
Lt National Monument in northern Maine was
/" BIMesignated as an International Dark Sky Sanctuary. As
BY CRYSTAL SANDS /- A 8. nfhn!}' about a dozen such places in the world, this
designation is a valuable one for our state, as it honors
the importance of dark skies and our ability to view the
stars as humans have done for thousands of years.

This year, in October, the Stars Over Katahdin
event is set to be the first in-person celebration of
the night sky since the national monument received
this important designation. In 2020, due to COVID
restrictions, the event was held online, but this October,
the event is tentatively scheduled to take place in
person. And, although the Stars Over Katahdin event
is always a special experience, this year’s upcoming
event will be even more exciting since this will be the
first time the event will be in person since the Dark
Skies designation.

Andy Bossie, Executive Director of Friends of
Katahdin Woods and Waters, says the Dark Skies
designation is so important because it honors years of

EXPERIENCE THE STARS OVER O
KATAHDIN ANNUAL EVENT

PHOTOS: (TOP) DAVID STILL 11
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hard work by many volunteers who “saw
an opportunity and wanted to make sure
the area was preserved and promoted.”
Bossie says the area is the only Dark Skies
Sanctuary on the east coast and is only
the second in our national park system.
He points out, “80 percent of the nation
can’t see the Milky Way,” so having a Dark
Skies Sanctuary here in Maine gives both
Mainers and visitors a unique opportunity
to experience the stars in a powerful way.
There is much excitement about this year’s
Stars Over Katahdin event. The event happens
on a Saturday in October (October 9, 2021
this year) and is based on the lunar cycle.
Bossie explains that the event has to take place
when the moon is not bright, such as near a
new moon, because darkness is so important
to seeing the stars in all of their glory.
Leading up to the event, in early fall,
volunteers engage in youth education
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programs in local school districts. An
inflatable planetarium is used in schools
to incorporate astronomy education into
the curriculum.

The Stars Over Katahdin event itself
begins during the day on October 9 with
hiking, biking and paddling around the
national monument area. As the sun begins
to set, everyone gathers for a bonfire,
hotdogs and roasted marshmallows.
Around the bonfire, volunteer astronomers
tell stories and share information about the
stars and constellations.

Once the sun sets and the sky is dark, a
true celebration of the stars begins. Bossie
says it takes about half an hour for your
eyes to adjust to the dark. Using only red
lights, everyone at the event takes a small
walk and makes their way to an overlook.
There, powerful telescopes are available for
viewing the moon and planets. Experts use

laser beams to point to constellations, and
shooting stars are often seen, adding to the
unique experience this event offers.

Bossie says the main focus of the
Stars Over Katahdin event is to help
people “understand and appreciate the
night sky.” The event is an excellent
opportunity for both children and adults
to enjoy nature, experience the stars and
become educated about the importance
of places like Katahdin Woods and
Waters National Monument.

For those interested in camping in or
near the park, Bossie says it’s important
to make reservations well in advance of
the event. Because the event takes place in
October, when it is also leaf season here in
Maine, the camping sites fll up quickly. For
more information about this year’s event,
you can visit the Stars Over Katahdin site
at www.friendsofkww.org/stars. x
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f you’re from the Pine Tree State, chances are you’ve heard of the
infamous logging road known as The Golden Road — a 96-mile
stretch of road leading from St. Zacharie Border Crossing and ending in
Millinocket, Maine.

The road was constructed by Great Northern Paper Company in the
late 1960s and into the early 1970s. It’s a private road, used primarily for
wood transportation and as a result remains mostly unpaved with 65 miles
covered in stone rather than tar.

It was a major convenience to be able to transport raw materials for the
paper mill in Millinocket right to the site. Before the road was created, logs
were floated downstream by workers known as “River Drivers.”

While the road is considered private, Great Northern Paper has always
made the majority of the road available to the public for use. In fact, the
road is greatly utilized by outdoor sportsmen looking for places to hunt
and fish in addition to whitewater rafting expeditions looking for a place to
drop into the West Branch of the Penobscot River.

The Golden Road’s name has two different origin stories depending on
who you ask. It’s often said the name is related to the cost of the road, with
Great Northern Paper stating in the 1980s it cost $6.8 million a year just
to maintain. While this is a large cost, it was still considered savings when
factoring in the time it took to float wood down river and the costs that
come along with such a challenging endeavor.

. BAXTER STATE PARK
*VWY S a 2 KATAHDIN
. : il MT KATAHDIN WOODS
ol AND WATERS
e e & . NATIONAL
; ‘DEBSCONEAG & MONUMENT
y | LAKES . "
Y WILDERNESSIAREA
| " THE GOLDEN ROAD |
NAHMAKANTA™ ¥ <L ] ?
PUBLIC RESERVED i
LAND -
V'R = "_. "'\.: = E-I
5 ; . 4 N | . MILLINOCKET
o A black bear stands in the h : | 3 WiRES
e middle of a roadway just . & ., a _ B Al
% off the Golden Road. h Y r % i
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A truck drives down
the Golden Road near
Millinocket.

(Below) A fishérman
casts his line in a river .
off the Golden Road:

Other people will say the name comes
from the color of the road itself with it
being full of dust and dirt that can cause
the road to give off a golden color.

While Great Northern Paper Company
no longer operates the mill, the road is still
used today and is owned by four different
companies. Many visitors journey along
the Golden Road yearly for the scenic
views it provides of the beautiful state we
live in. The foliage in particular is a large
attraction, especially for those tourists
from *away.”

If you decide to take a trip down
the infamous road, you’ll get a glimpse
of Maine’s natural beauty as the road
weaves its way through Maine’s 100
Mile Wilderness as well as sections of the
Appalachian Trail. You’ll pass through

gorgeous sight-seeing opportunities of
Maine’s tallest mountain as well as the

Northern Terminus of the Appalachian
Trail. Katahdin sticks out through the trees
and breaches the sky many times on the
road’s winding curves and hills.
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Your Trusted Banking Partner

[ GREATER BANGOR J l NORTHERN MAINE ] L GREATER PORTLAND J

Broadway Shopping Center, Bangor Ashland — Caribou — Eagle Lake — Fort Fairfield US Route One, Scarborough
Springer Drive, Bangor Fort Kent — Houlton — Island Falls — Mars Hill
Western Avenue, Hampden Qakfield — Patten — Presque Isle — Van Buren

We're ready to help! Call 1-800-221-2542 or visit KatahdinTrust.com

atandin

Trust Company
Community Banking at its Best! Since 1918.

MEMBER FDIC (= EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

subscribe online at
bangormetro.com
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Once around Katahdin, vyou’ll
pass through Caribou Lake where the
Ripogenus Gorge waits. The Ripogenus

Gorge is a small canyon where the West

Branch of the Penobscot River enters
Caribou Lake. The gorge extends 10 miles.
You’ll also pass through Greenville and
the Moosehead Lake region where you
could visit the Indian Hill Trading Post or
take a ferry ride across the lake.

In addition to the plethora of natural
wonders that lie on the path of the Golden
Road, you'll also no doubt run into some
wildlife along the way. All year long the
road receives travel from people looking
to see their first moose or bear. Since it
does not receive the high travel of other
routes in Maine, wildlife tends to stand
out more on the path.

The Golden Road has served the Maine
people for decades in a variety of ways
and stands today as a special monument
to the logging history of the state. While
the Millinockert Mill isn’t taking in new
lumber anymore, the road remains a
popular destination and for good reason.
If you're looking for an out of the way
experience to see Maine’s natural beauty,
look no further.

(Above) The Golden Road
leading to Millinocket.
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Best Kept Secret in the
\Moosehead Region
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info@wilsonpondcabins.com L W SRS FODOR 075 www.wilsonpondcabins.com
Greenville, ME 04441

MAINE the way life should be...

Interest rates are at a historic low making it the perfect time to buy your Maine property.
Your haven from the outside world to connect with nature, live healthy, rekindle your spirit & soothe your soul.
Maine’s abundance of farm fresh food, seafood, crisp clean air, peace, tranquility, and room to roam.

Deb Henderson (207) 852-7577 email: deb@maineoutdoorproperties.net
Darryl Harvey (207) 653-1389 email: darryl@maineoutdoorproperties.net
Sally Harvey (207) 653-1555 email: sally@maineoutdoorproperties.net
Amy Wilbur (207) 650-9511 email: amy@maineoutdoorproperties.net

i | ., Mark Leathers (207) 356-4388 email: mar I-«Q'Jnmmcuutdum pr upu‘lm:. net
MAINE OUTDOOR PROPERTIES TEAM

Realty of Maine malneoutdoorproperties.net
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ENJOY STUNNING VIEWS ALONG THIS SCENIC HIKE IN
KATAHDIN WOODS AND WATERS NATIONAL MONUMENT

STORY & PHOTO BY AISLINN SARNACKI

DIFFICULTY: Moderate. Most of the
6-mile hike follows old logging roads
that travel over gentle hills, with a short,
narrow hiking trail leading to Orin Falls
at the far end.

HOW TO GET THERE: From a bend
in Route 11 at the center of Stacyville
(a town that is just north of Millinocket
and Medway), turn left onto the gravel
Swift Brook Road. Set your odometer to
zero. In about 1 mile, you’ll cross a bridge
over Swift Brook. At 5.2 mile, veer left to
stay on Swift Brook Road. At about the
7 mile mark, you’ll cross over the East
Branch of the Penobscot River on a long,
one-lane bridge high above the water. At
9.8 mile, you’ll pass by Sandbank Stream
Campsite, and at 10.1 miles, you’ll pass
a sign for Katahdin Woods and Waters
National Monument by a wetland area.
At 12 miles, you’ll arrive at the beginning
of the Katahdin Loop Road loop. Turn
right and reset your odometer. In 1.3
miles, turn right onto Orin Falls Road.
Drive approximately 2.5 miles to the
trailhead parking area. Start your hike
by walking past a gate that blocks the
old logging road off from vehicle traffic
at the far end of the parking lot.

20 ~ Kqlqhdin WOODS & WATERS » 2021

I he hike — or bike ride — to Orin

Falls was one of the first day trips
established in the Katahdin Woods and
Waters National Monument. Most of the
6-mile, out-and-back hike follows an old
logging road, with the last leg of the hike
turning onto a narrow woodland trail that
leads to the edge of Wassataquoik Stream at
Orin Falls, a series of cascades and rapids
tumbling around large granite boulders.

From the trailhead at the end of Orin Falls
Road, the hike starts at a gate that bars vehicle
traffic and follows an old logging road along
a glacial esker, which is a ridge of sand and
gravel formed by glaciers thousands of years
ago. Just a short distance from the trailhead,
you’ll come to a signed intersection where
you'll turn lefr to hike toward Orin Falls.
Shortly after, the International Appalachian
Trail joins the logging road on your right,
where it descends through the woods and
crosses Wassataquoik Stream in a fordable
location, then travels west then north to the
top of Deasey Mountain (and on to cross the
border into Canada).

Afrer joining with the IAT, the old logging
road leading to Orin Falls descends a gentle
hill to an old wooden bridge that spans
Katahdin Brook, an outflow from nearby
Katahdin Lake in Baxter State Park. Beyond
the bridge is the IAT Wassataquoik Campsite

that includes a picnic table, fire ring and a
lean-to that was constructed in 2008, and
donated by Katahdin Forest Products.

Past the campsite, the old road passes
through a section of hardwood forest
where you can find woodland flowers such
as trilllum and trour lily, according to an
interpretive brochure for the Katahdin Loop
Road published by Friends of Katahdin
Woods and Waters National Monument.
Many different birds call this forest home,
including the sharp-shinned hawks, scarlet
tanager, spruce grouse, northern parula,
ovenbird and a number of different species
of warblers.

At the haltway point, about 1.5 into the
hike, you’ll come to an intersection where
the TAT rurns left onto a logging road,
striking west to Barnard Mountain, another
popular hike in the national monument.
The way to Orin Falls is straight ahead and
marked with a sign.

Continuing through the forest, past
raspberry and blackberry bushes, clusters of
young pine trees and crossing the boundary
from Township 3, Range 8, to Township
4, Range 8, the old road travels over a few
gentle hills. At nearly the 3-mile marker, the
hike turns right onto a narrow footpath that
travels through a mixed forest to the banks
of the Wassataquoik Stream at Orin Falls.
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Baxter State Park Road, Millinocket Lake www.bigmoosecabins.com » 1-877-666-7346

Inn rooms, suites, lakeside and trailside cabins, contactless check-ins, outdoor dining, camping, hiking, rafting, canoeing,
kayaking, fishing, moose tours, wildlife cruises, float plane tours, bird watching, photography workshops, weddings

Shel‘ma n We’'re more than your local grocery
Th r’ftWay store, check out our list of products

and services than stop in for a

pleasant shopping experience.
General Store

Groceries « Hardware « Hunting & Fishing Supplies « Licenses
Atv & Snowmobile Registrations « Agency Liquor Store « Propane

3 Woodbridge Corner shermanthriftway.com
Sherman, Maine
207-365-4538 Find us on [}

This trail, measuring just a few hundred
feet long, is well-groomed and marked
with a brown sign that reads “Orin Falls.”
It includes a couple narrow bog bridges, a
wider wooden bridge and rock steps.

At the edge of Wassataquoik Stream,
named after a Native American word

meaning “place where they spear fish,” you

can rock hop clear across the stream at low Only ¥z mile from

water. Small gravel beaches are scattered 3 Highwaf to the Kli.’lt B

along the banks, and large boulders make D & Waters National Monument! iy

for great places to sit, picnic and fish. This y . . . - fov the t}h’u{’ﬁ
location also includes several fairly deep 2 (207) 746-9349 or 1-800-794-KAMP (5267) Farl‘Illy!

pools located among the boulders and
ledges that make for great swimming holes.
And for anglers, brook trout have been
found in this stream in recent years.

Dogs are permitted but must be leashed.
Mountain biking is also permitted on this
trail, though ATVing, snowmobiling and
hunting are prohibited.

; s gz ong -
AISLINN SARN,;(J;J fsda sraﬁfwr:rar for wobile aas"%“n;.‘-ﬂwmam We have moved to:

Bangor Metro and the editor of Act Out, Cards edw edwa

a section of the Bangor Daily News. An 3 & 2201 ay Rﬁad, M Y:M‘E*
expert on the Maine outdoors, she is author & (207) 746-5100 - lenniest

of the guidebooks “Dog-Friendly Hikes in carauiches =, '-J.

Maine,” “Maine Hikes Off the Beaten Path™ i Sy :

and “Family Friendly Hikes in Maine.” A T TR % 1-95 { w

Follow her adventures at bangordailynews. o R g Large VM@ L

comfact-out.
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am hooked working with the
Learning Project,” said Sylvia Harrr,
who has been a student of and now a mentor
with the Katahdin Learning Project, led by
the Friends of Katahdin Woods and Waters, a
citizen conservation nonprofit organization.
The Katahdin Learning Project,
established in 2016, is a place-based learning
initiative designed to connect students
to communities and the KWW National
Monument which spans well over 87,500
acres. To date, more than 5,000 students
have benefited from nature’s classroom.
Hartt, a senior at Katahdin Middle/
High School, says students have a great
opportunity to connect with the outdoors
and have fun — and teachers benefit as
well. “It helps with their classroom; it’s an
amazing, enriching program that they will
not only see their students enjoy, but they
will enjoy themselves.”
“Having kids experience the wonder

of nature and what communities can

KES EDUCATION AN ADVENTURE

do together is amazing,”
Director Andrew
and curiosity
breadth of learning.”
Kala Rush is the Education Coordinator
who works hands-on with visitors. “The
kids up here are in a place that is so rich in
history, culture and environment that they
are learning to cherish. We want them to be
more invested in the land and communities

says Executive
“I’s  linking
creates the

Bossie.

nature that

surrounding it going forward.”

Classroom learning has expanded to
include the Monument for many students
in the greater Katahdin region, but those
from Bangor, Brewer and even the Portland
area have also made the journey to the
Great North Woods. Hartt says, “Some
students came up here from Casco Bay
to volunteer and help us paint the public
library in Patten, for example, connecting
to a community. The students were really
fun to be around,” adding a lot of them
made new friends.

[~
d

PHOTOS: COURTESY OF FRIENDS OF KATAHDIN WOODS AND WATER




Another community project gives
students a multi-point learning experience.
“For BikeMaine, students travel with the
crew, work on the road and learn in the
afternoon about every town they are in and
its history, offering students an in-depth
learning experience,” says Rush.

These types of community partnerships
are evolving and growing with each year. “We
know and share that any community’s most
precious asset is the future generation, so
teaching the students about our communities
while working in partnership with other
organizations charts the future,” says Bossie.

“Being involved has given me a whole
new perspective on learning,” Rush says.
She is joined by many educators who have
taken part in the Learning Project’s teacher
camp. “The camp brings teachers together
to find their passion about education and
how to reach out to their students to ask
what role they want.”

Shannon Mathers of the After School
Program in Dyer Brook says the Learning
Project is most accommodating.

“We explained what we would like our
students to experience as far as an outdoor
education, and they designed lessons
around it,” Mathers said.

Susan Linscott, who coordinates
outdoor and environmental programs at
Lee Academy, says her students appreciated
a service learning activity of clearing brush.
“This connected to our curricula for the
natural resource management class working
on a unit regarding managing land for
public use, environmental science studying
soils and erosion, and an outdoor ed class
exploring different types of recreation.”

When the pandemic hit, the education
did not stop for the Learning Project. Rush
and her team of volunteers like Hartt went
to the communities and met with students
outside. “The role we play in communities
now more than ever has involved adapting
and pivoting like good dance partners,”
said Bossie.

For Rush, the greatest reward is when
she is in a local store and, “an energetic kid
runs up to me with the sweetest voice full of
enthusiasm about the Learning Project. If 1
could dream big, I'd wish these experiences
could be for every kid.”

Educators seeking to offer their students the
Monument learning experience can reach
out to: Kala Rush, Education Coordinator
for Friends of Katahdin Woods & Waters
Learning Project at (406) 728-5692 or
email kala@friendsofkww.org.

KATAHDIN

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Visit our website to plan your trip | KatahdinMaine.com
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ANTIQUE SNOWMOBILE MUSEUM
MILLINOCKET RD, MILLINOCKET = (207) 723-6203

OAKFIELD RAILROAD MUSEUM
40 STATION ST, OAKFIELD = (207) 852-2803

PATTEN LUMBERMEN'S MUSEUM
61 SHIN POND RD, PATTEN » (207) 528-2650

BANGOR SAVINGS BANK
96 CENTRAL ST, MILLINOCKET » (207) 723-4788

EASTMILL FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
60 MAIN ST, EAST MILLINOCKET » (207) 746-3428

KATAHDIN FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
1000 CENTRAL ST, MILLINOCKET = (207) 723-9718

KATAHDIN TRUST COMPANY
11 MAIN ST, PATTEN » KATAHDINTRUST.COM

MACHIAS SAVINGS BANK
6 PENOBSCOT VALLEY AVE, LINCOLN
(207) 794-1995

¥®® cLUBS & ORGANIZATIONS

APPALACHIAN MOUNTAIN CLUB
15 MOOSEHEAD LAKE RD, GREENVILLE
(207) 695-3085

EAST BRANCH SNO ROVERS
PO BOX 296, MEDWAY » (207) 746-9348

ELLIOTSVILLE PLANTATION
PO BOX 148, PORTLAND = (207) 5189462

FRIENDS OF BAXTER STATE PARK
PO BOX 322, BELFAST = (207) 975-3787

FRIENDS OF KATAHDIN WOODS & WATERS
WWW.FRIENDSOFKWW.ORG

KATAHDIN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
KATAHDINMAINE.COM

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
27 HIGHLAND AVE, MILLINOCKET  (207) 723-1169

MILLINOCKET ELKS LODGE #1521
213 AROOSTOOK AVE, MILLINOCKET
(207) 723-5475

MILLINOCKET HISTORICAL SOCIETY
80 CENTRAL ST, MILLINOCKET » (207) 723-6795

MILLINOCKET PERFORMING
ARTS BOOSTERS
199 STATE 5T, MILLINOCKET = (207) 723-7922

NORTHERN TIMBER CRUISERS
PO BOKX 267, MILLINOCKET = (207) 723-6203

OUR KATAHDIN
111 CANYON DR,MILLINOCKET = (917) 705-4669

PARTNERSHIP FOR A HEALTHY
NORTHERN PENOBSCOT
899 CENTRAL ST, MILLINOCKET » (207) 723-5288

ANGELO'S PIZZA GRILLE
118 PENOBSCOT AVE, MILLINOCKET
(207) 723-6767

APPALACHIAN TRAIL CAFE
33 PENOBSCOT AVE, MILLINOCKET
(207) 7236720

FLATLANDERS SMOKEHOUSE & CAFE
59 MAIN 5T, PATTEN = (207) 528-1021

GILMORE'S
236 W. BROADWAY, LINCOLN = (207) 794-6565

HOTEL TERRACE
52 MEDWAY RD, MILLINOCKET e (207) 723-4545

RIVER DRIVERS RESTAURANT
AT TWIN PINES CAMPS
MILLINOCKET = (207) 723-8475

SAWMILL BAR AND GRILL
9 MILLINOCKET RD, MILLINOCKET
(207) 447-6996

SCOOTICIN
70 PENOBSCOT AVE, MILLINOCKET
(207) 723-4566

WING WAH
60 MAIN ST, LINCOLN « (207) 794-3001

). LODGING

5 LAKES LODGE
46 MARINA DR, INDIAN PURCHASE TWP
(207) 723-5045

APPALACHIAN TRAIL LODGE
33 PENOBSCOT AVE, MILLINOCKET
(207) 7234321

BAXTER PARK INN
935 CENTRAL ST, MILLINOCKET  (866) 633-9777

BIG MOOSE INN CABINS AND
CAMPGROUND

MILLINOCKET LAKE, MILLINOCKET
(207) 723-8391

CHEWONKI BIG EDDY CABINS AND
CAMPGROUND

8027 GOLDEN ROAD, GREENVILLE
(207) 882-7323 EXT. 180

DEBSCONEAG LAKE WILDERNESS CAMPS
485 CHEWONKI NECK RD, WISCASSET
(207) 460-5226

KATAHDIN INN & SUITES
740 CENTRAL ST, MILLINOCKET  (207) 723-4555

KATAHDIN LAKE WILDERNESS CAMPS
T3 R8, BAXTER STATE PARK, MILLUINOCKET
(207) 837-1597

KATAHDIN SHADOWS CAMPGROUND
PO BOX 606, MEDWAY = (207) 746-9349

KATAHDIN VALLEY MOTEL
32 MAIN 5T, SHERMAN = (207) 365-4554

LIBBY CAMPS
T8-R9, MILLINOCKET LAKE, ASHLAND
(207) 4358274

MCGAFFIGAN CAMPS
17 ISLAND ST, SOUTH DENNIS = (508) 385-5870

MOOSE SHED LODGE
40 CRESTMONT AVE, MILLINOCKET
(207) 723-4507

MT. CHASE LODGE
1517 SHIN POND RD, MT. CHASE » (207) 528-2183

NAHMAKANTA LAKE CAMPS
1 NAHMAKANTA LAKE RD, MILLINOCKET
(207) 731-8888

PATTEN HUNTING LODGE
PATTENHUNTINGLODGE.COM

RIVER'S EDGE MOTEL & PIZZA SHOP
2166 MEDWAY RD, MEDWAY  (207) 746-5162
SCOOTIC IN

JO PENOESCOT AVE, MILLINOCKET

(207) 7234566

SHIN POND VILLAGE
1489 SHIN POND, MT. CHASE « (207) 528-2900

STREAM SIDE COTTAGE
139 CONGRESS ST, MILLINOCKET » (207) 731-7965



SUMMIT FARM
3886 GRINDSTONE RD, HERSEYTOWN TWP
(207) 365-4236

WILDWOODS TRAILSIDE CABINS,
LODGE & RESTAURANT
125 RUSSELL RD, BEROWNVILLE = (207) 965-0000

WILSON POND CABINS
GREENVILLE » WILSONPONDCABINS.COM

WILDERNESS EDGE CAMPGROUND
BAXTER STATE PARK RD, MILLINOCKET
(207) 447-8485

MILLINOCKET REGIONAL HOSPITAL
200 SOMERSET ST, MILLINOCKET = (207) 723-5161

MOUNTAIN HEIGHTS HEALTH CARE FACILITY
83 HOULTON RD, PATTEN = (207) 528-2200

PENOBSCOT VALLEY HOSPITAL
7 TRANSALPINE RD, LINCOLN = (207) 794-3321

J B PETS

KATAHDIN KRITTERS PET RESORT
20 DIRIGO DR, EAST MILLINOCKET
(207) 746-8040

“ RECREATION

HILLCREST GOLF CLUB
1 GOLF COURSE DR, MILLINOCKET
(207) 723-8410

NEW ENGLAND OUTDOOR CENTER
30 TWIN PINES RD, MILLINOCKET
(207) 723-8475

NORTHEAST WHITEWATER
155 GREENVILLE RD, SHIRLEY MILLS
(207) 695-0151

NORTH COUNTRY RIVERS
36 MAIN ST, BINGHAM = 1-800-348-8871

NORTH MAINE WOODS
92 MAIN 5T, ASHLAND = (207) 435-6213

PENOBSCOT OUTDOOR CENTER AT NEOC
PO BOX 667, MILLINOCKET = (800) 766-7238

SEWALL HOUSE YOGA RETREAT
1027 CRYSTAL RD, ISLAMND FALLS
(646) 316-5151

MAINE QUEST ADVENTURES
ROUTE 157, MILLINOCKET » (207) 447-5011

MOOSE WOODS GUIDE SERVICE LLC
FO BOX 83, MILLINOCKET = (207) 723-1009

WEST ERANCH AVIATION
164 MEDWAY RD, MILLINOCKET = (207) 7234375

KATAHDIN AIR SERVICE, INC.
PO BOX 171, MILLINOCKET = (207) 723-83/8

B scrvices

APPALACHIAN MASSAGE
32 BALSAM DR, MILLINOCKET  (207) 447-8712

CRANDALL'S TRUSTWORTHY HARDWARE
8 MAIN 5T, EAST MILLINOCKET = (207) 746-5722

DEAD RIVER COMPANY (FUELS)
795 CENTRAL ST, MILLINOCKET = (207) 723-5151

LARRY'S WOOD PRODUCTS
13 RUSH BLVD, MILLINOCKET « (207) 723-3736

M STUDIO (HAIR)
551 CENTRAL ST, MILLINOCKET = (207) 723-4500

PHOTOGRAPHY BY MIKE
52 EASTLAND AVE, MILLINOCKET
(208) 323-2405

PORTLAND GLASS
10072 CENTRAL 5T, MILLINOCKET = (207) 7239707

REALTY OF MAINE
MAINEOUTDOORPROPERTIES.NET

SPOILED HAIR STUDIO
905 CENTRAL ST, MILLINOCKET  (207) 723-5001

GRACIE'S AUNT'S EMPORIUM
555 CENTRAL 5T, MILLINOCKET = (207) 723-6006

HANNAFORD
843 CENTRAL ST, MILLINOCKET = (207) 723-8047

KATAHDIN GENERAL STORE
160 BATES ST, MILLINOCKET = (207) 356-8336

KATAHDIN KNITS & MORE
PO. BOX 125, MILLINOCKET » (207)723-4584

KATAHDIN OUTFITTERS
LAKE ROAD, MILLINOCKET  (207)723-5700

LENNIE'S SUPERETTE
2154 MEDWAY RD, MEDWAY « (207) 7456-5100

MAINE COUNTRY CHARM
215 BOWDOIN ST, MILLINOCKET = (207) 3856994

METTLE & LACE
15 NEW JERSERY ST, MILLINOCKET = (207) 723-6620

MOOSE PRINTS GALLERY
58 CENTRAL ST, MILLINOCKET = (207) 447-6906

MOUNTAINSONG OF MILLINOCKET
40 SOMERSET ST, MILLINOCKET
(207) 723-5890

NORTH LIGHT GALLERY
256 PENOBSCOT AVE, MILLINOCKET = (207) 7234414

NORTH WOODS TRADING POST
1605 MILLINOCKET LAKE RD, MILLINOCKET
(207) 723-4326

PANGBURN FAMILY SAVE-A-LOT
820 CENTRAL ST, MILLINOCKET » (207) 723-5077

RAYMOND'S COUNTRY STORE
642 NE CARRY, NORTH EAST CARRY = (207) 557-5348

SELECT DESIGNS & EMBROIDERY
114 ENFIELD RD, LINCOLN e (207)794-8139

SHERMAN THIFTWAY
3 WOODBRIDGE CORNER, SHERMAN

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS THRIFT STORE
112 MAINE AVE, MILLINOCKET = (207) 723-4513

TWO RIVERS CANOE & TACKLE
2323 MEDWAY ED, MEDWAY = (207) 746-8181

GILMAN ELECTRICAL SUPPLY
1928 MEDWAY RD, MEDWAY = (207) 746-3207

LEVASSEUR'S TRUEVALUE HARDWARE
225 AROOSTOCK AVE, MILLINOCKET
(207) 723-8600

KNIFE'S EDGE TRADING POST
10 BALSAM DR, MILLINOCKET » (207) 723-6800
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