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Don’t desecrate what happened
here, not because of my lifetime, but
because of those who came before
me ... Iwould really like to see this

place stay sacred . . . sacred in honor
of those who died here because of
the disease, those who fought for
allowances, fought for their clothing,
fought for their medication, fought
Jor their freedom.

—Henry Nalaielua, Kalaupapa resident
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Surrounded mostly by ocean and cut off from the
rest of Moloka‘i by 1,600-foot cliffs, the Kalaupapa
Peninsula has always been one of the most re-
mote places in Hawaii. Native Hawaiians lived
here for many centuries, but in the mid-1800s Ka-
laupapa’s remoteness secured its role as the set-
ting for two powerful—and tragic—human sagas.

The first was the displacement of well-established
indigenous Hawaiian communities in 1865 and
again in the mid-1890s. This cleared the way for
another tragic set of events—the forced exile of
those afflicted with or suspected of having leprosy.
The Hawaiian government’s removal of people
from where their ancestors had lived severed 500
years’ worth of cultural ties to the ‘Gina (land).
The establishment of isolation settlements, first at
Kalawao and later at Kalaupapa, tore apart Hawai-
ian society as the kingdom (and later territory) of
Hawaii tried to control a feared and largely mis-
understood disease.

Kauhako Crater

The broken connections with the ‘@ina and the
impact of nearly 8,000 family members “lost” to
Kalaupapa are still felt in Hawaii today. And yet a
remarkable sense of community endures through
the countless stories of love, compassion, support,
faith, and perseverance among the afflicted as well
as those kokua (helpers) who came to serve.

Long-known worldwide for its astounding story,
Kalaupapa achieved formal recognition in 1976
when it was designated a National Historic Land-
mark. In 1980 Kalaupapa National Historical Park
was established to preserve the natural and cul-
tural aspects of the peninsula and to maintain the
home of the remaining residents.

Occupied by former patients who wish to live out
the rest of their lives in peace and quiet, Kalaupapa’s
residential community lies within the Moloka‘i
North Shore National Natural Landmark. There
are spectacular north shore sea cliffs, narrow lush
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Above: A cataclysmic landslide and subsequent offshore
volcanic eruption formed the stunning geologic and scenic
panorama we see today—the flat, leaf-like peninsula
against towering sea cliffs.
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valleys and vital watersheds, a volcanic crater,
remnant verdant rainforest, and lonely offshore
islands. This forms diverse habitat for native flora
and fauna, some found nowhere else in the world.
These lands are also home to one of the richest
intact archeological landscapes in the Hawaiian
Islands.

Blanketed in natural splendor from mauka to
makai (mountain to the sea), Kalaupapa today

is revered as a peaceful and sacred place. People
come here for education, quiet contemplation,
and spiritual renewal. In this setting you can
learn about the strength of treasured kupuna (el-
ders) who, in the face of adversity and stigmatiza-
tion by a disease society did not understand, had
the courage and will to survive, make the most of
what little they had, and lead happy, productive
lives. In the words of author Robert Louis Steven-
son, Kalaupapa is truly a land of “beauty spring-
ing from the breast of pain.”

Siloama Church, old Kalawao Settlement
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Enduring Spirit, Sacred Ground
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FROM YESTERDAY AT
KALAUPAPA BY EMMETT CAHILL

They took my family away one step
at a time, leaving my mother at
home. One by one, she lost almost
everybody close to her. As a little
girl, her mother, brother and sister
were sent to Kalaupapa. Then her
husband got sent away. Then she
lost every one of her kids in just a
few years. Thank God, one of them
got to come home. She just experi-
enced all this loss, and still, the love

was there.

—Richard M. Marks, Kalaupapa resident
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Early in 1865 King Kamehameha V faced an ago-
nizing decision. Leprosy was spreading through-
out the islands and there seemed no way to stop it.
Pressured by the western-influenced Hawaiian
board of health, Kamehameha signed the “Act to
Prevent the Spread of Leprosy.” In a desperate
attempt to control the disease, the act authorized
forced isolation of those who showed symptoms.

On January 6, 1866, 12 men and women became
the first of thousands forced into exile on the
Kalaupapa Peninsula. Over the years, many Ha-
waiians resisted the isolation policy by hiding.
Others protested by making the journey with their
loved ones as kokua, or helpers. One of the most
notable of these was Jonathan Napela, who ac-
companied his wife Kitty in 1873 and went on to
become one of Kalaupapa’s most respected leaders.
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The plight of those exiled also drew the attention
of religious communities. The most famous indi-
vidual was Joseph DeVeuster, a 33-year-old Bel-
gian priest who arrived in 1873. Known as Father
Damien, he was canonized by the Roman Catho-
lic Church in 2009. In promoting the dignity of
those afflicted and improving conditions for the
afflicted, Father Damien worked with Queen Kap-
iolani, Mother Marianne Cope, Joseph Dutton,
the Catholic Brothers and Sisters, and many others.

Leprosy—Hansen’s disease—affects the nerves,
skin, upper respiratory tract, and eyes, often caus-
ing changes in one’s physical appearance and per-
manent damage if left untreated. For centuries
past and well into the early years of Kalaupapa, a
leprosy diagnosis amounted to a death sentence.
Today leprosy is easily curable with proper diag-

Elaine Remiglo g 'ys
at Kalawao

nosis and treatment. Moreover, about 95 percent
of the world’s population has a natural immunity,
making leprosy one of the least contagious of all
modern-day communicable diseases.

With the advent of a cure in the 1940s, life at
Kalaupapa changed dramatically. Patients could
now hold jobs and attend sporting events, theater,
dances, and arts-and-crafts programs. Organiza-
tions emerged like the local Lions Club, historical
society, and scout troops for girls and boys. On
holidays there were donkey races, parades, and
apple-eating contests. Music was ever-present
with bands and choirs. Kalaupapa’s people have
habitually displayed generosity toward the outside
world. During WWI they were lauded as an ex-
ample to the rest of Hawaii for their sizeable con-

tribution to Red Cross relief efforts in Europe.

Although Hawaii’s isolation policy was not offi-
cially abolished until 1969, forced isolation at
Kalaupapa ended in 1949. Celebrities like Shirley
Temple, John Wayne, and the Von Trapp Family
Singers came here to perform at the settlement, an
acknowledgement that public attitudes about lep-
rosy were changing. Patients began traveling to
other islands, and in later years to other countries
including Spain, Belgium, China, and Japan,
where they have served as international human
rights advocates and goodwill ambassadors.

Current residents have been free to leave
Kalaupapa for decades, yet choose to remain.
Once a prison, now a refuge, Kalaupapa is their
home. As you tour the national historical park,
please respect their privacy.

“Kalawao Settlement, after 1886.'By 1932, the
entire residential-settiement had shifted from the
chilly, windward location of Kalawao to the calmer,
leeward side of the peninsula at Kalaupapa.
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Kalaubapa. Peninsula viewed from “topside” Moloka‘i.
Kalaupapa Settlement, the area mapped at left, appears in

The hub of community life, Paschoal Social Hall had movie
nights, dances, theater, Lions Club banquets, Aloha Week

Kalaupaba' Peninsula was created by an offshore volcanic
eruption at Pu‘u ‘Uao that resulted in the remnant Kauhako
Crater.
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Kalaupapa National His-
torical Park is adminis-
tered by the National
Park Service in coopera-
tion with several Hawaii
state agencies. One of
the park’s primary mis-
sions is to protect the
lifestyle and privacy of
the aging resident com-
munity. In accordance
with residents’ wishes
and State of Hawaii De-
partment of Health reg-
ulations, Kalaupapa is a
closed community.

There are no visitor re-
strictions for the Kalau-
papa overlook on “top-
side” Moloka‘i. However,
there is limited public

celebrations, and performances by famous entertainers.
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access to the peninsula
proper. Entry by the gen-
eral public requires a res-
ervation with the locally
owned and operated
Damien Tours (808-567-
6171). Your reservation

Coconut vase handcrafted
by resident Kenso Seki.
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includes the mandatory
Department of Health
access permit required
of all outside visitors and
guests of residents. Res-
ervations can also be
made by contacting
Moloka‘i Mule Ride, Inc.

(1-800-567-7550 or www.

muleride.com). Space on
the 3-4 hour tour is lim-
ited, and days of opera-
tion may vary. The maxi-
mum number of visitors
allowed is 100 per day.

With a confirmed reser-
vation, you can also hike
down the Kalaupapa
Trail and join the tour at
the bottom. The trail is
accessed off Hawaii 470
near Pala‘au State Park
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and the Kalaupapa over-
look. The three-mile trail
down the cliff face has a
1,600-foot elevation
change with 26 switch-
backs. Hiking is not rec-
ommended unless you
are in very good physical
condition, carry plenty
of water, and have ap-
propriate sun protection
and footwear.

There are no medical
services available to the
public at Kalaupapa, nor
is there vehicle access to
the peninsula. No over-
night stays are allowed.
Camping in Kalawao
County is strictly prohib-
ited. Additional informa-

tion on visitor access, in-
cluding access by plane,
may be found at www.
nps.gov/kala.

Things to See

Escorted tours are by
bus, often over rough
roads. The tour includes
the Kalaupapa Settle-

ment’s points of interest:

The Bishop Home for
Girls, the old hospital
ruins, the boat landing
and Visitors’ Quarters,
St. Francis Church, and
the bookstore. On the
east side of the peninsu-
la you can see the origi-
nal Kalawao Settlement
area, St. Philomena
Church, Siloama Church,
the site of the old Bald-

win Home for Boys, and
the remains of the U.S.
Leprosy Investigation
Station. There are spec-
tacular views of the
coastline and valleys.

More Information
Kalaupapa National
Historical Park is one

of over 390 parks in the
National Park System.
To learn more about the
National Park Service,
visit www.nps.gov.

Kalaupapa

National Historical Park
P.O. Box 2222
Kalaupapa, HI 96742
808-567-6802
www.nps.gov/kala
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