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The Director, Yellowstone Park, Wyo.,
National Park Service, ' May 3, 1933.
Washington, D, C.,

Dear Mr., Director:

I has been suggested by several people that the short-leaf
yucca or Joshua tree is one of the most conspicuous of the desert
plants and that it would form a satisfactory basis for the estab-
lishment of a national monument, in order to orotect the best stand
of the Joshua trees in the United States,

Last December I visited an area of Joshua trees south of Vie-
torville, California, of which photographs are attached.

In January while IMr. Vint and I were enroute to Red Rock Can-
yon, we examined some areas of Joshua trees near Palmdale, Lancaster
and liojave.

The California State Park Commission has given consideration to
the Joshua trees as a state park, but ¥r. Drury says that in the
areas they have investigated there are almost insurmountable obsta-
cles to the acquisition of a considerable block of land because of
mining claims.

It seems that a considerable area of the Joshua Tree stand is in
private ovmership and this tends to increase the lmportance of deter-
mining which is the best available stand on vublie domain.

In general the Joshua tress occur in a ring-like zone around the
lojave Desert. Joshua trees occur in southern California, southern
Nevada and east central Arizona. I have visited some stands in each
of these states,

I have not as yet seen any area of Joshua trees that seems de-
sirable for a national monument. In some cases private holdings in-
terfere and in other cases the stand of Joshua trees is not excep-
tionally heavy and would not be of outstanding public interest. There
are some further areas that should be considered, but which have not
vet been ingpected. The most promising of these seems to be in the
vieinity of Cima, California. T have considerable correspondence and
miscellaneous data regarding Joshua trees, which I will hold until
the investigation on this subject can be completed.

Very truly yours,
(S) Roger W. Toll
Inclosures
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Danr ¥r. Dirzector:

In accordsnce with your instruetions I vigited the propouad Daesrs
Plaut national park or monumsnt, in Celifornia, on uarch 9, 10, aud 11,
‘4{n company with Mrs, A, Bherman Hoyt of Pasadens and Dre Philiy 4.
¥z of Clarsmont,

. The srea undsr cousideratioa comprisss 1,136,000 ecres. 1ue publis
domain within tbias area weas wi thdresn from asiry, by exscutive order, ¢m
Ootobtar B8, 1933, for considerasion es & paticnsl monument, bud the ad-
vocatcs of .the nrojeet requeat iia sstablishzont es & natioaal pari.

I% is belleved that he erea i3 not gultable for a nationsnl park,
for the follewing repsons:

1. It is not the cutstanding desert arsa of the United ftates.
Tenth Valley Hational lonument is far supsrior to 1t in scanle quality
and has meny important features of interddt not possessed Uy the arsa
under consideration, ' '

2, The urea is interasting aad of greal value for loeal end statd
use, ut it i{s lacking in any distinetive, superlatlve, outstanding
foaturs that wuld give 1% sufficient national importanse to justify
148 @stablishment as a natlonsl park,.

It is believed that a part of the ares wouid Justify the establizh=
mant of & national monument, with the Joshua trces as its prim ry feature,
and other sources of inturost es secondary feaiuros. While the groves
of Joshua trees ars not the Tinest in the stete, their surroundings are
scenically interesting. The area {s aveilable to two million peaple ef
tha Los Angéles district, and taken all together, 1t im as suitable for
a Joshua tree national monument a3 any area I have sean.

Other parts of the withdreawn area ecould be made availsble for a
metropoli .an district park or for county parks. The State Park Coomission
is not interested in the areu since it believes that tha Dox go Stole
Park is similer and preferable; the Com ission plans %o estalllsh &
state parh, for Joshua ireea, in another area.

1t i3 reeommended that en arsa containing 218 @ uzre milea oF
138,240 esres, including the best of the Joshua tI .¢, soms native palus,
and other features, be suiborized as a Joshua ‘res National Monuwsent, wshenm
the lands tharsin, that swre now owned by tho State of California and by thu
Southe n Tacifie Railroasd Compuny, have beca sreasfarrad fo the United -
Statas in sxchsnge for other publiie domain, Only ubout half of the aresa

iz publie domain, 7
Tery tiuly you's,
g B [rEL
¢



