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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

The Director,
National Park Service,

V^ashington, D, C.,

Dear Mr. Director:

Yellov/stone Park, Vlyo.,
May 3, 1933.

I has "been suggested by several people that the short-leaf
yucca or Joshua tree Is one of the most conspicuous of the desert
plants and that it vrould form a satisfactory basis for the estab
lishment of a national monument, in order to nrotect the best stand
of the Joshua trees in the United States.

Last December I visited an area of Joshua trees south of Vic-
torville, California, of which photographs are attached.

In January vjhile Mr. Vint and I vrere enroute to Red Rock Can
yon, v;e examined some areas of Joshua trees near Palmdale , Lancaster
and Mojave.

The California State Park Comjiiission has given consideration to
the Joshua trees as a state park, but Mr. Drury says that in the
areas they have investigated there are almost insurmountable obsta
cles to the acquisition of a considerable block of land because of
mining claims.

It seems that a considerable area of the Joshua Tree stand is in
private 0'«mership and this tends to increase the importance of deter
mining vdiich is the best available stand on public domain.

In general the Joshua trees occur in a ring-like zone around the
Mojave Desert. Joshua trees occur in southern California, southern
Nevada and east central Arizona. I have visited some stands in each
of these states.

I have not as yet seen any area of Joshua trees that seems de
sirable for a national monument. In some cases private holdings in
terfere and in other cases the stand of Joshua trees is not excep
tionally heavy and v:ould not be of outstanding public interest. There
are some further areas that should be considered, but which have not
yet^been inspected. The most promising of these seems to be in the
vicinity of Cima, California. I have considerable correspondence and
miscellaneous data regarding Joshua trees, which I v/ill hold until
the investigation on this subject can be completed.

Very truly yours,
T  , (S) Roger N. Toll
Inclosures




