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Preservation/restoration recommended

This complex consists of an adobe residence, two small adobe structures,

a well, a graveyard, and the remains of a corral.

The residence appsrently was originally a building roughly 30'xk0'.
In later years a wood and metal attachment was added to the rear. To
the front & screen porch with concrete floor was also added. The

adobe bricks of the wall are quite weathered and worn.

The two small adobe buildings, one approximately 10'x20' and the other
roughly 10'x30', may have been built later since their adobe bricks
ere less worn., The smaller structure is rapidly decaying to ruins;
part of one wall has already fallen in. The larger structure is in

much better condition and appears to be still in use,.

this building is plastered.

The corral was originally compesed of huge boulders with wood and pipe
fencing filling the gaps between them, All that is left today are a
few pieces of boards and some pipes suggesting the enclosure.

The graveyard has approximately 10 graves, only a few of which have
stone markers. Depressions suggest the location of the other graves.

Iost Horse Well is 70 feet deep. Over it is a windmill and pump., Near-
by is a stone and concrete water storage tank (12'x12'x4'6") as well

as a steel storage tank six feet high and seven and a half feet in
diameter. The stone storage tank is original and the steel one was
added in recent years, FEarly day engines used to pump the water are

at the site.

Boundary: The Ryan House and associated structures are locate near the
southwestern base of Ryan Mountain. A short 3-mile dirt rosd leads
from JOTR Route #2 into the area. The most important area that includes
the existing building, graveyard and well site, would be within 500
feet of the old ranch house, It is located in the center of Section

21, T2E, R8E, Lost Horse Mtn. Quad).

Clasé VI lands: 16 acres

Cost: $9,000 (emergency stabilization) ;fi; /
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
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The Ryan complex was established by the Ryan family,(ﬁiothers Tom and
Jepp and their descendants). The Ryans were the later developers of -
the Lost Horse Mine, the most profitable one in the area. The Ryans
came to this viecinity in the 1890s and during that decade, accord-
ing to local tradition, erected the now standing adobe residence.

The lLost Horse Spring supplied water, by pump, to the Lost Horse
Mine, 750 feet higher and about three miles away.

In the early 1890s, Lang and his Lost Horse Mine partners had a two-
stamp mill at the spring. In 1896 the Ryans acquired the mine and

established a 10-stamp mill at the mine, piping the water from Lost
Horse Spring to the mine., In 1905 & well was dug at the spring, thus .
changing the name of it to Lost Horse Well. =

The complex today contiﬁues to exhibit a way of life in the desert
and is associated significantly with the early history and success-
ful mining endeavors of the area.




Fact File, Joshua Tree National Monument Library

Benjemin Levy, "Lost Horse Mine, Historic Structures Report, Part I,
Historical Data," 'Division of History, NPS, Washington, March

1969
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