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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Barker Dam consists of a structure of cement and stone faced, -with stone about nine 
feet high with a later concrete addition three feet high, raising the total height to 
twelve feet 4 The dam, including the addition, is about 150 feet long, Its design 
is rather odd, incorporating several indentations* Above the dam is a low wall of 
dry stone probably intended to keep livestock out of the deeper part of the tank formed 
behind the dam fi ("Tank" is a rural western term for reservoir.)

Below the dam is a cru.de pond fed by a pipe from the reservoir. The pond consists 
of two low circular walls of concentric design. The pipe apparently fed water into 
the center circle for human consumption, and it overflowed into the outer circle for 
consumption by stock in the canyon below the dam.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Barker Dam is of local historical significance under the category of agriculture. 
The dam is typical, of such structures erected by cattlemen in arid desert regions to 
impound run-off rainwater from infrequent desert cloudbursts in an artificial "tank" or 
reservoir in order to provide water for their stock. This particular dam created a 
sizeable "tank" which served a number of cattlemen over the years. In less rocky 
terrain, earthwork dams were more common, but the rocky, boulder-strewn high desert 
topography in what is now Joshua Tree National Monument together with the character of 
its arroyos apparently encouraged construction of dams employing cement and local rock 
rather than earth.

The above statement of significance is based upon the following historical data:

A local cattleman named C,0. Barker constructed a nine-foot high cement dam faced 
with native stone in 1900. Construction required sixteen eight-day-long trips to haul 
the cement,.wooden forms, mixing equipment and other material from Banning to the site 
of the dam, Mhen completed, the dam impounded run-off rainwater from desert storms to 
form a reservoir where cattle could obtain water. Subsequent to 191? 9 at an unknown 
date, another local cattleman named William. F. Keys obtained ownership of the dam, and 
using concrete, he raised its height from nine to twelve feet in order to increase the 
amount of water the damt was capable of impounding. The dam, still serviceable, 
provided water for stock as long as cattle were ran within its vicinity.
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View looking west from inside dam basin at low water level. 
(In the immediate foreground is remains of a rubble wall laid without 
mortar j, perhaps to keep stock out of area behind dam at times of low water)
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Looking eastward at downhill face of Barker Dam, showing original 
construction by C.O. Barker and later addition by W.F. Keys
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