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DEPARTMENT.OF THE INTERIOR 
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IN REPLY REFER TO: 

April 18, 1958 

Memorandum liM 9 : 4 3 

To: Director 

From: Regional Chief of Lands, Region Four 

Subject: Land exchanges involving surveyed School Sections in 
Joshua Tree and Death Valley National Monuments 

You have received copy of our letter of April 15 to 
Mr. Kenneth C. Smith of the State Division of Lands on the above 
subject. We had j_n that letter expressed some concern at the pos­
sibility of these exchanges being slowed down. There is now at­
tached copy of Mr. Smith's reply, 

You will note that Mr, Smith says: 

"As noted in our previous letter, the State Lands Com­
mission has established a suspension on the filing of indemnity 
selection applications at least for the time being. This action 
was brought about by the relatively small acreage of State land 
remaining, which is available to offer the United States under 
this procedure. This, by no means, indicates that further se­
lections will not be filed in the future. The suspension is 
Statewide; however, you may rest assured that all of the school 
sections (16 and 36) within the exterior boundaries of the na­
tional monument will be utilized. as inderimi ty base in the future 
and will not be sold into private mmership. ti 

~'F-~ 
B. F. Mai:bey 

Attachment Regional Chief of Lands 

Copy to Joshua Tree w/copy incoming 
Death Valley t1 " 
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