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s | We have no gupes with bonafide
ht | miners at all,” a_nd¢ she termed the |

\ment .could be staked out in 20-
acre clalms,“ hundreds of cabins
ould despml the scenery and the
_monument would “‘fall into: bad
: hands " Dr. Henry Weber, an avow-
: ed conservationist and a member | §
"1 of both'.groups, echoed her senti- |}
* | ments by saying: that  persons from |}
c-|large cmes would ‘want to come | &
v..| down, clalm a little piece of land|§

as hxs ‘own and call himself a
P- I miner.?*: " 75

But the ‘miners countered that | &
before ‘a'‘claim ‘could be staked |k
: and developed it would have to
' 73 be proved that'it” contaitied" suf-
“| ficient: mmeral ores to be of com-
mercial® value They said proper
o) r,egulatlon_s, can be imposed by
r- | the Park: Service.
15| | Washburn, formerly a hotel man
g.[at Yosemite National Park, said
.| there *was: no such ‘‘overrunning”
of Marlposa County when mining |
X ~|began ' there, and he added " that |
Y5 et | the Mothet Lode area, in spite of
ining over:a ‘great
ears, was:not“marred
of the most beautlful
18 country.

£y 0. Another member, Clifford James,

v. | said that' ‘areas”throughout the

| United States that have been mined
< & | over many . decades have not been

S.hurt and -“still provide our most
b beautiful-t:f‘séenery;’ 3

{ ‘For National Security

The 'm 'ers further said that.
prospeetmg in such areas, as the
v. | monumen t'is necessary to natlonal

securit ause it would locate

i abl inerals the government

r | would meed' in an emergency.

- 0:| As the discussion closed, Wash:

ot | burn: asked” Mrs. Lutz to produce:
‘e| the minutes- of any meeting in
0. | which the Mining Council -ever
€ |agreed to end all activity to have
€| the remaining portion of - the
‘[ monument..opened to mining. The
: iy );,Councﬂ Sunday de-
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; In reply refer to
UNITED STATES L2h23

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
-3 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

s SO o June 1k, 1956
*** Memorandum

To: Director

Froﬁ: Assistant Regional Director, Region Four

Subject: Proposal to Open Joshua Tree National Monument to Mining o/

Attached are copies of Mr. King's memorandum of June 6
and of a newspaper clipping dated June 5 from the San Bernardino
Sun on the above subject.

We are inclined to look upon the action of the Desert
Chapter, Western Mining Council Inc. as their periodical effort to
rouse enthusiasm and support for a movement to open the Joshua Tree
National Monument.to mining. This same group through the years has
made repeated attempts to obtain support through the State Legis-
lature and Congress to remove the non-mining restriction in that
monument, The urge to find radio-active materials has, of course,
increased their efforts.

While the movement may not be dangerous at present it
needs careful watching. Your attention is called to Mr. King's clos-
ing remark, in regard to the Atomic Energy Commission's report, to
the effect that "it might be propitious for a source at the Washington
level to indicate that the report was negative."

W.
Herbert Maier

Attachmentséﬂ Assistant Regional Director

Copy to Joshua Tree



‘|'presence: of
“lores and the overall highly min-
| eralized character of the region
‘|'which ‘is at present: closed by
| Federal law to all mining oper-
'atlons and production.

[MINING COUNCIL

KS SURVEY

‘meeting .« of . Desert
5, Western Mining Coun-

to be submitted to Gov-
Goodwm Knight urging
to use his influence toward

;.'havmg'a scientific survey comn-

ducted 'to deternrine the extent

‘| of mineral wealth ‘in the Josh-

ua 'Tree National Monumenl‘
and' to demonstzate the justi-

',flcatlofl of openinng the area to

mmng and, prospecting.

‘The  meeting was held in the
‘Gouncil chamber in the Indlo
~Clty ‘Hall. ;

~ A spokesman for the, mining"

:.fzatelmtv reported that it was
J{the Council’s opinion such a re-
the

substantiate
rich,

port would
commercial

m‘m’wmﬁ& > Sutyuin Palus,

ncig was adoption of a res- .

Srentynize Pa

- ! Council Appbses

i
" "Loloml Lodge in the San Ja-

lwith representatives of

mz%uwm&m*

Ca.hfofhia

s,

Miners’ Move To
R,e-open Monument’

‘The Desert Protective Coun-
c:1,§ at ‘its general meeting at

‘cinto mountains Sunday after-
‘noon, June 10, regards the pre-
‘sent move by the Western Min-
ing! Council of California to
‘'have Joshua Tree National
Monument opened to prospect—
mg and mining. an act vergmg
on bad faith.

- The various conservation or-
‘ganizations in 1949 and 1950 in
‘urging the passage of the so-
called Sheppard Bill (HR 4116)

tional Monument all ‘lands of
PROVEN mineral wvalue did so
with * the tacit understanding
the
‘Western Mining Council attend-

,;mg hearings by the House Sub-
| Committee on Public Lands in

deleting from Joshua, Tree Na-.

age of this bill would endf all

activity on their part to have

the remaining part of the Mon-
ument thrown open to pr ospect-
ing and mining.

During past years enginecers
and scientists of the U.'S. Bu-
reau of Mines, The U. S. Geolog-
ical Survey, geologxsts like the
late Dr. J. P. Buwalda jof Cal;

'Tech and John Rogers of Rice

Institute have stated categor-
ically that there is within the
i i

Tree National Monum
mineral of such commercial
value as to warrant the abohsh-
ment of the restrictions: agamst
prospecting : and mmmg in: the
Monument.

In very recent years- the
Atomic Energy - Commission
made a new and thorough sur-
vey of the Monument with" ‘es-
sentlally negative results

The Desert Protectxve C(‘)li'rll-'

cil is therefor: decidedly opposed
to any move to reopen the

‘Monument . to prospectmg or,

mining.

San Bernardino - that the pass-

el
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Mmmg Group Hits Deserf Profeciors’
Fight Against JoshuaTree Opening

Bv BiLL R()GI‘RS

mate prospecting and. mming
i L Members d

e aieis;

I

akhburny - that
techive Conncil s
Al outy of nothing’™ dn protest |
i the opéning of - Joshua 'I‘ree‘helpotn mining interests.’
NA sn madidonuent to mtmn;{
W

the Desert Pro-

\

& 1
E
v ihe publid

K natl good s it

WHCR,
THe

. inaciessible to touriss thal | mining' in' the ‘monument.

My

if no one ever seés i7"
cDesert
,” contin'le to fight with every | eil.
fod we have " through appeals |
ihovernor . Knight and elected (
taif representlatives, ta havo l

w)‘“ﬂiﬁ‘ﬂﬁ u?wwn oper b hﬂl'ﬂi'

(&till hold: the most friendly atti:

Saye Added Atuwuon' ;
Thé' lowal chapter president con:

fa%
(o

“This was the answer given to _up more of tfhe raonumbnt for Lhe
asert Chapler ol the Western Mrs. Margaret Lulz of Twentynine { I publie to see.

i nuncil concurred heve last  Palms. vice president of the IPro- |

st withh thewr president, Clapence | tective Council who attended last | thoritative
‘ night’s meeting at Indio City Hall.
‘haking & great | On Monday the Prntecﬁ‘.e Council
lasked CGovernor Knight w denv

Washborn  last pight mld ‘d:»
hburn declared the “fallagy” *Luu that over the years their twe “doesn’l have anything to werry |,
¢ Profective Council's prolest | groups bave agreed o virtually {abont ™
the faet that the Monument ' everything bot this “one point — |
Wash-
o eent of Kods mwer seert burn feit the two groups could iron
‘vut thelr” differences if they thet
" asked Wash- 'to&nther ‘and he- said the miners

Chupter . stated 1t ! tude. loward the Protective Coun-

tmdod:haimineslnﬂnmpmodt
ares would bc A jreat. am'wuon ihovnvw. um Mo*m‘uﬂnﬁrml mmn b MINING, Page €4 | tonign

copv 10 A2 eelo aATL%Z/..? S
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{Th

{for tourists and would belp open of suffictenl quantity 1o he of |

(ommemal value i the rmru ed |
‘ EYGN

Mrs. Lutz, <lapning  that auw| Mrs; Lutz rc-marked Wat | o
surveys have shown | Atomic Energy Commission report g

the mmonument area does not have  on a recent aerfal survey over the | lep:
such rmineral wealth to warrant | monument is “classilied” and uot 5
abolishment of imining restrictions, evnllnhle, ‘hut it can be s ~tu' 3
received the reply thal il siteh is | the report I8 essentially negative ,}r' i3
the cése the Protective Council]regarding uranium. 1'0;1'(
< Stgum. however, retorted that | e ¢

: Lwhile such: an aertul survey n-mm ek

Jeck Steum, a chapter member, \be valid as regards uranium, “It's ™
said, “No one. 8 going to throw s poor guwx wits are willing to T*“
money away if there are 1o ores walk pver the hills who are go | pEeac
of any’ value in there.' and he ing to deteymine whether there's T &
pomtad to a section of the monu- anymmx e]xe i there.'’ ’\_"_”'
‘ment opemed to  prospecting m; Washburd termed the pessimis "“"‘\
1950 4n which he snid there is now 'tic government reports as “just © M
| “hot one elaim. and no one is another move by the Park Service |

}squamnm [to keep the monument closed The

Clalm Commercial Value -

| Despiie a statement on Sunday foa ha
Thé miners clairied Jast night,

by Harry James, president of the | the |

%
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Protecfive Council Officer

‘Sees Threat fo Monument Life |

TWENTYNINE PALMS — Mrs.

Tuesday, June 12, of the Desert

Chapter of the Western Mining|ural history trails including Arich
Council held at Indio, was con-[Rock at the: White Tanks Camp

“cerned . to’ hear their president,

o

There are several excellent nat-

Ground; Indian_ Cave, beyond

ent species of birds and 539 dif-|
Margaret Lutz, vice president of|ferent.species of flowering plantsi,
‘the Desert, Protective Council, re-|within the: Monument. 50
porting on | her attendance . last| TRAILS EXCELLENT N

P

"Clarence Washburn state, ‘‘that|Sheep Pass in Lost Horse Valley; | .

‘the Joshua Tree National Monu-
<ment 18 so ‘inaccessible’ to tour-
ists that.90 per cent of it is nev-
- er seen by the public.”
Mrs. Lutz replied by quoting
travel statistics for 1955 through
‘May 31, 1956. “In 1955 280,000
visitors 'saw the Monument; and,
by May ‘31, 177,497 tourists have
“visited the park areas,” quoted
" Mrs. Lutz.
 MOVE OPPOSED
. The Western Mining Council is
seeking to have the Monument
‘opened to mining and prospect-
‘ing and the Desert Protective
* Council opposes this move.

The residents of Greater Mor-
ongo Basin (and this reporter)
never tire of reviewing the beau-
ties ‘of the Joshua Tree Nation-
i al Monument—even a reporter
~must have ‘hyacinths: for the
soul.”” The Monument offers this
, in today's atomic age.
¢ The Monument was set aside by
presidential proclamation in 1936
- and is'located in high desert coun-
“iry of rare beauty. It preserves a
typical California desert and takes
. on the characterstics of both the
. Colorado and Mohave Deserts,
WhBSe;' borders and climates it
 shares.

. According to Bruce Black, nat-
- uralist at the = visitor's Center,
Headquarter's  Bldg., Twentynine
- Palms, Park Service employes
_and qualified ‘experts - in their
“fields have observed 225 differ-

e ———————— —————————

Salton View, an elevation of 5,185
ft.,, where one may witness: a
memorable sweep of valleys, dis- ‘
tant mountain ranges and des-
ert. . . The View overlooks Coach-
ella Valley, Salton-Sea, Mexico, |
San Jacinto and San - Gorgonio|
Mts. ;

The mnatural history trail at In-|
dian Cove (favored camp site of
Boy Scouts from metropolitan Los
Angeles) registered 1,385 visitors
for ‘the month of March. Other
trails are the ancient Oasis/ de}
Mara, Twentynine Palms; Cap|:
Rock in Lost Horse Valley: the|.
Cholla Cactus Gardens and num-|
erous other interpretative trails.
Currently the - Bleitz. Wildlife|.
Foundation is " trapping, banding|
and photographing birds in ‘the|
monument. These include v‘ire,ds,“
juncos, * goldfinches, “orioles, * sis-|
kins, “Western Tanagers, ravens,
hummingbirds, the . poor will,
sparrows, towhees, warblers and
innumerable other species. '
Historically the Monument is
ancient dating back to the Pleisto- |:
cene Age with artifacts and rel-|-
ics of primitive cultures. Mr. and|,
Mrs. William H. Campbell, Twen-
tynine Palms, founded the Desert
Branch of Southwest Museum in
1928, to preserve archeological re-
mains and history of the region.
Currently Dr. Robert M. Chew
is engaged in a wildlife study of
the region. Dr. John Rogers of
Rice Institute is:doing a thesis on
a_ portion .of the geology of the|’
Joshua Tree National Monument; |:
Frank Sipe is- currently engaged
in a study of the lichens. While
|Drs.. Alden. H.: Miller and Robert
C. Stebbins of the University of
California, Vertebrate = Zoology,
are  in .the process of preparing|

= Al e~

,a publication on wildlife, espe-
'cally the reptiles.

REARPDING SUN, SAN DFEIARDINRC CLLIW, June 1

'oLD LAKE SHORELINES. . ‘|
| Visitors frequently question the

‘| curate since archeologists have|

-|Twentynine Palms Basin is slight-

|

term “‘Basin”’ in connection with |
the arid desert régions. It is.ac-}.

found remnants of shorelm'es,
lakes and stream beds, dating
back more than 10,000 years ago.
Ancient - campsites—horse and|
{camel fossils have been .Iound—-,-l]
dating back to the Pleistocene|
Era. The famous Pinto Basin|’
drains an area of 400 sq. miles of
the former Pinto River,’ while ‘the

|1y higher than Pinto.
“Pinto Basin is bounded by the
|Pintoand Coxcomb Mts., on'the
north and east; the Cottonwoods
and Eagles on the south; and,
the ‘Pinon Range on the west.
The sheer contrast in colors are
the . Eagle Range with its black
{diorite and lava and the pink
|granite of the Coxcombs.. ; =,
|7 Evidence of human habitation 1|,
estimated to have lived here 15
{6 90,000 years ago along the ale
|1uvial slopes dotted with' palo
verde and willows.
| FOSSILS FOUND
'Sam Bailey is one of the re-
maining early day prospectors,
who : with Jack Meek, reported
finds of early fossils. Among the
artifacts found at ‘old campsites
are. metates, choppers
axes), flint chips,

‘stones), pestles and hammer-
stones. Some of these may be

seen at the Headquarters. Bldg., |

in Twentynine Palms.
. “Evidence concludes ' these arti-
facts are from a pre-pottery ‘and
‘pre-arrowpoint era. Apparently
ithey belong to the dart-thrower
or -atlatl groups. Many of the!
specimens have been sand-blasted
by time. ;
Naturalist Black says, ‘““The sig-:
nificance of the Monument will |
be recognized more keenly in the
future. With metropolitan areas
becoming more populous the pub-

(hand-
dart-points,
drills, knives, manos (hand-

lic will need isolated places ofji

beauty.”
e
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Jun 29
Memorandum
To: Regional Director, Region Four

From: Pirector

Subject: Proposal to OUpen Joshus Tree National Monuwment
to liini‘ng

Thank you for your memorandum of June 1% advising
us that the Desert Chapter, Western Mining Couneil, Ine.
is again bringing up the propesal to open Joshua Tree National
 Monument to mining. While we believe that there is no effec-
tive step that can be taken here at this time to counteract

the proposal, we appreciate your alerting us.

Ged) E. T Scoye

Mrector
e

Ia Quplicate | f 4

Copy%i: Recreation Resource Planning

BHThompson:res 6/28/56
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