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To:  Regiomal Director, Region Four

From: Assistant Director

ERIOR DEPFubJect: Approval of Option to Purchase from Mrs. Bessie Blatt

10 Acres of land in the Pinto Basin, Joshua Tree National
9 Monunent, g el

060,(¢
- There were transmitted with Mr. Manbey's memorsndum of
January 7 four signed coples of an option dated Janvary 4, 1999, to
expire February 27, 1959, by which Mrs. Bessie Blatt offers to sell
to the United States, for $180, a 1l0-acre tract of land in Joshua
Tree National Monument.

This tract of land, which is located within the Pinto
Basin area of the Monument, is being scquired to prevent lts
possible sale for a desert home site and to further our policy of
unifying the Monument in Federsl ownership.

Although this particulsr tract has not been appraised,
a recent letter from the Los Angeles Office of the Bureau of land
Moanagement estimated the value of Pinto Basin lands at from $10 to
$20 per acre. Also, in our memorandum of February 25, 1958, we
stated we could justify purchasing tracts up to 10 seres in the
Pinto Basin ares at mot to exceed $20 per acre.

Due to the low value of the land, clause 5 of owr standard
option form has been eliminated.

In the circumstances, I have today approved the option
pursuant to Section 6 of Deparimental Order No. 2640, dated June 11,
1951 ilﬁ F. R. 5846), as amended by Amendment 2, dated Japuary 10,
1952 (17 ¥. R. 482), delegating authority to Assistant Directors
of this Service to accept options. The approved option has been
assigned Contract No. 14-10-0100-1050.

One signed copy and two conformed coples of the approved
option are attached. The signed copy should be delivered to the
vendor, one conformed copy forwarded to the Superintendent, and the
other retained for your records.



e
.
3

This Office will require a draft of the deed proposed to
be executed in favor of the United States and its assigns conveying
the land, an sbstract or certificate of title in the form approved
by the Department of Justice, and the ususl possessory rights reports,
all to be submitted to the Attorney General Tor his opinion as to
the sufficiency of the tltle evidence.

(8GD) JACKSON & PRICE

Assilstant Director
P

In duplicate
7
Attachments 3

Copy to: Assistent Solicitor, National Parks

Lands

Accounts--Mr. Manley Allen, with original and conformed copy
of approved option. Please obligate the amount indicated
- for allotment by Budget.

Yudget: Please reduce 1959 General Iand Acquisition Account
/.0341 General Areas and allot to Account .0341 JOTR in the
{ smount of $180.

LPTindel:lt 1/9/59



4 ¢ “ract No. 14-10-0100- 1050
_R0O%319 Lands s UNITED STATES :

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Soulms Yres By B )
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE (Area) I 7/

OPTION TO SELL REAL ESTATE vevvvvveeereeeoss

TO :
THE UNITED STATES GOVERIMENT %8s W %%
Name )
THE UNDERSIGNED, herelnafter known as the vendor, in consideration of the

examination and appraisal of the land hereinbelow described by the United States /
and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt of which is hereby ac-
knowledged, does hereby agree for himself, herself, or themselves, or heirs,
administrators, executors and assigns, as follows:

E1):- That on or before .*W%?a%ﬁ%..%

PR S A

requested so t do by an authorized represent tlve of the Uhlted States, the
said vendor will sell and at his, her, their, or its own expense, convey, free
of all encumbrances whatsoever, to the United States or its nominee by proper
deed of conveyance with general warranty of title, under conditions hereinafter
provided, all of that tract or tracts of land situate and lying in %ﬁs County
of....?@%ﬁ.. ssseseees State of ...ﬂ%ﬁ&ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ@%......,.., containing,%% .,..acres;
more or less, and more particularly described as follows:

(G5 foution 25, Te 3 ey Re 32 B, ABLAM,

(2) That the price at whic 1 be sold to the Upited States as
hereinbefore provided shall be ﬁ&ﬁﬁmm &M

(3) That in case the vendor is unable to show and establish title to the
above described lands satisfactory to the United States Government, then, and
in that event, the vendor agrees that the United States may, in its discretion,
institute condemnation proceedings for the acquisition of said lends and that
the price hereinabove set forth is hereby agreed to by the vendor as to the
value of the land to be acquired under said condemnation proceedings.

(4) Thet, at the date of this instrument, the title to said lands is clear,
free’ andurlencmnbered, eXCept .'.0..'.l'.I.9“.....l.....l'..l.I‘lQ.ll‘.."i'l...

'l0'!..!l..“ﬂllll'..l.o‘l.lO'D....!l.._'..ll"'l..."l.".....,....’,.l.0'0'.!.’...
lq'l..l.....“.....l.“.'..."Q.‘............."..O..Q..'.'."..‘CQ.‘.I.OC.'.I‘B."
valch said vendor agrees to have released and has the full right, power, and
authority to convey to the United States an unencumbered fee simple title to

the aforesaid lands.

(5) 'Tsek, when requested by the proper representative of the United States,
at any time after thé emexcise of this option in the manner hereinafter-spe=
cified, the said vendor will promptiy-at his or her own expewss, furnish an
abstract of title which shall later be extsd@ed<¥o_jnclude any instrument sub-
sequently required to be_recerded by the United States eanagtion with the
title to said-lewrrds To show unencumbered fee simple title or a title verdificate,
and~Will also record the deed of conveyance and/or other necessary papers made



pEBTEnt—te-this instrument; provided, that if sald vendor fails
proper abstract of title, of Trtie—eertifica g§Ixty (60) dajs after

uUCh re ue_L*,Lhen-%he—ﬂnttéd‘SfafEE“ﬁg§-procure same at THE exXpemnse—e
or and deduct the cost thereof from the purchase price hereinabove set forth.

o o

. (8) That during the period ‘covered by this instrument the said vendor does
hereby grant to the officers and accredited agents and representatives of the
United Btates, at all proper times, unrestricted right and privilege to survey
or enter said lands for all proper and lawful purposes in connection with the
negotiations for the acquisition thereof.

(7) That when the United States of America acting through the Secretary of
the Interior, or other authorized representative, shall have approved and signed
this option for the purchase of the lands as herein provided then, in that event,
this instrument shall constitute a contract of bargain and sale between the
parties hereto.

(8) No member of or delegate to Congress or resident commissioner shall be
admitted to any share or part of this contract or to any benefit that may arise
therefrom. Nothing in this paragraph, however, shall invalidate this contract
if made with a corporation for its general benefit. ’

(9) The vendor or seller represents that he / / has, / %/ has not,

- employed or retained a company or person (other than a full-time employee)
to solicit or secure this contract, and agrees to furnish information relating
thereto as requested by the contracting officer. (Note: Vendor or seller shall
check the appropriate box in line one of this paragraph and if a company or
person has been employed or retained to procure this contract, Standard Form 119
will be supplied and should be completed by the vendor or seller and appended
hereto.)

In witness whereo? I hav
handfrand seal# to these presents on this .ész% day of

P

Signed, sealed and delivered
in the presence of: X Q/iﬁp M SFAL)

(2 witnesses to each signature)
(SEAL)
\L ~ : . A
' | | (SEAL)
W= o | (SEAL)

(SEAL)

19 5_7_—_ .

"JAN 2 2 1859

Date
Jaoheon E. Pricg

Anproved

Assistant Director, Nuiional Park Service

RO 319 Lands
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Region Four

£ Y
Memorandum
To: Director
From: Regional Chief of Léndg, Region Four

IN REPLY REFER TO:

L1k25

AE,

Subject: Transmittal of original land form NPS-L-1 covering
 Lenning tract, Pinto Basin area, Joshua Tree National

Monument (Deed No. L42)

As requested in Mr. Siler's memorandum of January 19, we
have completed and now return the original copy of the above land
form. Copy has been sent to Superintendent Supernaugh, and the

remaining copy is being retained in this office.

It is noted that title was accepted on December 2, 1958.

B. ¥. Manbey

Regional Chief of Lands
Enclosure ./

cc: Supt., Joshua Tree,
with copy of land form

@
é\
5



Sora.

¥r., Paul B. Witmar
hgh Bartlett Building
215 Wost Tih Street

kohenges No. Avisons Q20211 affecting
m in Joshus Tree Nationel Momussnt

- Deay Mr, Witmers

YmWMweﬁMew%whﬁWe&mz&
to State Supervisor E. I. Rovisnd, Buresu of Land Munogemend
Phosuiz, Ardszons, ve the exchenge of Section 235, T 13;, ﬁ. 63.*
SBBaYM, for selested lavd in Avizons. _

There is nov atleched copy of Mr. Howland's veply of
Joowery 19 It will be noted that Mr. Roviend does not suticipate
any geviouws difficuliy in elimisating the conflicting Publie Gale
Applications. Mr. Rovland deoes mention, however, thet he believes
“some of the selected lands ave :mmmmmmmmm
and Wildiife withdrawals end withdrswal spplications, snd some
undoubiedly will heve 4o be eliminated.” Our mmderstsnding is thet
you inforaed Hr. Rowlend, wvben you wet with him in Fhoanix, that

it weuld be fessible !wym%uﬁﬂm%mmaf%&wumm

o syvold these withirewals.

it would sppesar that one of WUw most luporient sspscts of
this desived axchangs will be to obtaln positive netion in e et
ter of those withdravels, either by your foitisnting s for
vevelking the withdrawsl or by eliminsting from your applicetics the
golected londs so mem

H




¢ khop 1  stages ge 8O that
Please mmwmmamwmmw
~we. con asaist vhere it would seem fessible end desireble.

Bincerely yours,

(SGD.,) B, F, MANBEY

Be Fo Hanbey

Attachuent /

Blind ccs Director
Supt., Joshus Tree
Mr. B. I. Rowland
State Supervisor
Bureen of Land Management
233A Msin Pogt Office Building
Phoenix, Arizons
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Hemprandws |
To:  Divector, Bureau of Land Management

From: Assistant Divector, Natiomal Park Bexvice

Subject: Exchange Applications LA-O157316 and LA-OLS2T67 Involving
Offered lLepds in Joshus Treo Nationsl Momasent

As you koow, this Service, particularly through the sctivily
of owr Region Four Office in Saxn Francisco in cooperation with your
Los Angeles Office, has been very dlligent in exdesvoring to scquire
privately owned lands in Joshus Tree Natlonal Momument through exchange
rather than purchase in order to render a savings of Fedewval appropristed
Tunds

L2

Accordingly, we shall sppreciste whatever action your Office
way take to eapedite Exchange Applicetion LA-GLSTIG covering 80 acres
of land in the monument offered by the Temescal Water Coupsny end
Bxchange Application LA-OLS52767 covering 1,080 aeres of land in the
monument offered by the Coschells Vallay County Water District.

g FAE T e B e
U"}{ J o dMsa Y B, SENLUGR

&gainwnnt Diventor

Copy to:. Regional Director, Region Four (2)
Lands

JMSiler:hh 1/30/59



January 29, 1959

4

GQFER < M 832y

Memorandum

To: Regional Director, Region Four
From: Superintendent, Joshiua Tree National Monument

Subject: Possible Purchase of Wachowskl Lands as Base
For Exchange . S

On January 24, Mr. C. 8. Barnes of Phoenix, Arizona,
called at this office to discuss exchange 0f lands under the
Taylor Grazing Act.

He is one of a group of Arizona and California ranchers
who desire to obtain land for agriculture use in the Blythe area.
They are trying to purchase the Wachowski property comsisting of
approximately 6,800 acres, to use as base lands for the exchange.

I assured him of our cooperation in such an exchange,
and that while it was not handled by the National Park Service, we
would do all possible to expedite the exchange.

XA YATE ,
SGN/VIM, R, SUIPERAI A1 i
AR Red g MY S i::j"'ﬂ 3

Wm., R. Supernaugh
Superint endent



IN REPLY REFER TO:

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE . )
W Region Four /ﬁ/z§2€fé;9’ -
g e
o ‘

C Ml g 0g Jenvary 29, 1959

o
5

- .
i Memorandum (AIR MAIL) -
LY From: Regional Chief of Lands, Region Four

Subject: Transmittg of work order covering costs of title papers
et Blatt 10-acre tract, Pinto Basin Area, Joshua Tree

National Monument W—

}“ 4 To: . Director
|
|
|
i

’ Attached are all six copies of the above work order under
which the preliminary title report has already been ordered under our

I Purchase Order No. 34-648. This covers an option approved by your

¥ office on January 22, 1959. It will be noted that we have not yet

ﬁj filled in the "General Ledger Acct. No."

I

I

1

|

{

i

f

Please return the three Region Four copies as soon as

approved.
S e
| B. F. Manbey
j Regional Chief of Lands
] Attactment A&/
|

cc: Supt., Lassen



~§:i . <£. ﬁ[>
UNITED STATES ;

EPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

’ NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

- Region Four

© 07180 New Montgomery Street

" Ban Francisco 5, Califernis

I5OFEB © Al g% dg January 30, 1959 /

Mre. Hannah Brill - ’f,/&

1104 Bouth Crescent Heights Boulevard
Los Angeles 35, California

L1k25

Dear Mrs, Brill:

We are pleased to be sble to inform you that ouwr Weshington
office hes approved the option covering the acquisition of your
mother's 10 acres of land in the Joshua Tree Netional Monument under
date of January 22, 1959. 4 signed copy is attached snd should be

~retained by you for your files. It has been given Coniract No.
 14-10-0100-1050.

Under the terms of the option, contrary to our usual option
requirements, the National Park Bervice will obtaln and pey the cost
of the preliminary title report and the final certificate of title,
and will pey for the recording of the deed. Also, to save you ex-
pense, ve will prepare the deed. .

We will now write the title company for the preliminary
title report. We cannot advisedly prepare the draft of the deed
until the preliminary title hes been furnished, since most of the
Pinto Basin tracts were deeded in the first instance subject to a
public right-of-way and we should firstisee how this is shown in
the county records. ;

We will endeavor to push this along as expeditiously as
possible; however, since all preliminary and final title papers have
to be transmitted to the Office of the U, 8. Attorney General for
pre-examination, there must necegsarily be some small delsy. Should
there be no difficulties as regerds the title, the transaction can
probably be completed reasonaebly socon.

S8ineerely yours,

f(S6D;Y B: F, MANBEY

B. ¥. Manbey
Regional Chief of lands

Attachment /
ee? mrector
5‘0@15 vy JQBhua Trae’

with copy of incoming
and option



5 ey Region Four
KSOFER = gy g - m’ﬁﬂ Prancleco 5, Cliforais
Jenwmry 30, 1959 L

Security Title zwn wmuy
Eighth and Orange Stroets
Riverside, mmu

Gentlemen:

The Nationsl Peak Hervice ie sequiring uader an option con-
tract one tract of land containing 10 soves, mwmﬁmm
mmwmmwmmmmmmmw,m :
the ownership of Besnle Blutt and desoribed es the SELEWE
Section 25, Tv 3 8., R. 12 E., BEBEL mmmwmmxm
contract, the Natiomsl Park Service, contrary to Sm m‘rwm, 1
is reguired to secure and pay the cost of the |
mpmm,%%} : te of titie. mm‘mmmmm !
duplicate. m@mﬂmﬂg this case, to pay for the record~ !
"inaarmm

numﬁmwuymawmm;mamlw
title report covering the above 10 eeves. It is aseuwsed that, since
this ie & single purcel and the purchase price and llability fe only
$180, yowr charges will be about the ssme as for the lennfng traet,
your Order No.259063, for vhich your estimated cost wea $20, plus
$2.80 for the recording fes. wmmmmwwnw
enclose owe veguler purchase order, Ho. 34648, in that secunt. You
should ccmplete the originel white copy and algn end »eturn the cole
ored eopy. Your esrly transmittal of this seport will be spprecicited

TSGD)YB: F; MANDEY

Be P MW
Reglounl Chief of Lands

Blind ¢e: Director

l
Bupt., Joshue Tree II
Mrs. Hanneh Brill : W, |
110k South Crescent Boulevard 4 i ;
los Angeles 35, Californis I





