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May 31; 1949,

Mr, Conrad wirth

National Park Service
Depariment of Interior Building
Washington, D, C, .

Dear Mr, Wirth:

Enclosed herewith is copy of
letter to Mr, 0. A. Tomlinson of even date
for your information,

I will be in Washington June
8«9 and would apprecilate diecussing the matter
further with you at that time,

Sincerely
Ry A. Ellsworth

CO?,, U,S,Ag Ret'd,
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Mr. O. A. Tomlinson, Regional Director,
Region 4, 180 New Montgomery Street,
San Francisco; . California.

Dear Momlinson£

While in Washington, D. C. last week, I conferred with the following .
regarding the withdrawal of the Salton Sea acreage, and exchange with the State
of California of these lands for the State Lands in the Joshua Tree Nat'l Monument :

Mr. Newton Drury and Mr. Conrad Wirth of your Bureau: Messrs. Clawson,
Bell, Bradshaw, Shilling, and Miss Lane of the Bureau of Land Management .
I talked to Messrs. Utz and Koontz of the Bureasu of Reclamation, from whom I
received valuable information. They advised me on the following procedure:

1. That your Washington Office be furnished all possible information
in order to coordinate and consumate the deal with Reclamation, Geological
Survey, Atomic Energy Commission and Land Management .

@e Mr. Wirth was advised to contact you and instruct you to have Mr.
Favorite, in the San Francisco Office of Land Management, include the follow=-
ing points in Mr. Rowland's field report:

a. That I agree to any and all conditions to be included in the
withdrawal and exchange applications that will be deemed necessary by
the legal Department of the Bureau of Land Management for protecting
the Imperial Irrigation District from all possibilities of liability
that might occur due to the rise or fall in the level of the Sea, or
for any other reason. These conditions would be included in the Grant
to the State and made of record for any, end all future transactions.
I have already signed a "No Damage Clause" statement for Rowland's
report. I hereby agree to any and all conditions that might be
stipulated by the Legal Department of Land Management for further
protection of the Imperial Irrigation District.

be The Imperial Irrigation District Board have sent two different
resolutions to the Secretary of the Interior and all the Main Buresaus
requesting protection under the Water Reserve Rights numbers 90 and 114.
The last resolution urged that a priority of purchase be given the
Imperial Irrigation District over all other public and private interests
on all lands included in these reserves. The concensus of opinion of
the various Government officials interviewed, was that the granting of
this request would centralize control of this vast area in the hands of
the Imperial Irrigation District Board, thereby creating a monopoly
holding for either selfish or profit motives. It was further believed that
such a move would obstruct progress and development in the area, and be a
bar to the withdrawal and exchange. It was further agreed, by these
interviewed, that it would be to the best interest of the people of the
United States and the Government to open up this vast area through private

?m@ﬁf?ri:g for use by the multitude of persons who desire o acquire hold-
ings 1n the area. After a soligd bl i
] ock of land ig acquired by one group



and improvements started, then many other sections could be released
for five acre homestead, sites. All of these points should be included
in either Rowland's report or an endorsement by you.

wer8e Th-was brought to the attention of the Bureau of Land Management
that the Field Report submitted to Bureau of Land Management , Washington,

De Cuj by Wesley R, Nelson, C. C. Rege. Csl., Los Angeles, Calif., October 7,
1948, for Regional Director, Boulder City, was insufficient grounds for
rejecting sections 12, T108-R9E; 6, T10S-R10E, and 6 & 8, TRl1s - R11H.

This report was prepared by Mr. Williams on the direction of Mr, Hale,
Director Coachella Branch of the Bureau of Reclamation. I discussed this
report with both of the latter named persons. They both agreed that there
wasn't the remotest possibility of Improvement District number 3 ever being
completed; therefors sections 12, 10S-10E and 6, 105-10E could well be
included in the withdrawal and exchange without prejudice to the Reclamation
Bureau, neither of these sections are irrigable and both are very arid. In
regard to Sections 6 & 8, T118-R11E., which border on the shore of the Salton
Sea, with a possibility of flooding, I agreed that I would accept these two
sections, and all others, with a "no damage clause." They agreed that these
Sections could be released under those conditions without endangering the
interest of the United States. Mr. Joe Snyder, of the Coachella Valley

Water and Irrigation District coneurred in the above, and further stated

that it would be physically impossible to serve the once contemplated improve-
ment District number 3, under the new contract of December 22, 1947; Ref. No.
1-IR, supplemental 78]. He further stated that he doubted if lands South of
Riverside County Line could ever be served by waters available to the Coachella
District. These points might be well included in the report and urge Land
Management to include the above sections in the withdrawal for exchange .

4. It was discovered that Land Management was under the impression that
the lands applied for were under the jurisdiction of the Imperial Irrigation
Distriet. This definitely is not the case; all lands applied for are outside
the District control, Improvement District number 3 would have been under
the Coachella Digriet, who have no objections to the withdrawal on a "No
Damage Clause" basis.,

5. Sections 2 and 12; T11S-R10E have been requested by the Atomic
Energy Commission. There is no objection to excluding these two sections
from the original application for withdrawal. I understand that A. E, Co
have also applied for Sections 13 and 24, T10S~-R10E; but that they merely
desire road right-of-ways and ingress and egress on these two sections. A1l
of these, and any other rights will be granted the A.E.C. as conditions
prior to approval of the withdrawal or exchange .

6. I learned that Sections 3z, T108-T10E; 4, 10, 13, 14, 24, T10S=-10E
and Sections 19 & 30 T108-11E, which were contained in the supplemental
application have not come to the attention of Land Management. These sections
are included in Rowland's field report and will be acted upon in accordance

with his recommendations. These recommendations should be carefully checked
prior to forwarding.



7. I have told aPl members of the Bureaus about my dealings with the
Impgrial Irrigation District to date. The fact that I approached them on the
basis ‘of mutual helpfulness and cooperation was emphasized. I outlined the
many advantages to be gained by both the Imperial and Coachella Valleys by
opening up this area for recreational, health and resort activities. Such a
development could attract peopls from all over the world, if properly handled
and improved. The District was most interested and cooperative at all con-
ferences and agreed in writing to lease their holdings in the area at $1,000.00
per year. I even offered to sell them all beach frontage at cost price and in
turn lease from them on an equitable basis with a "No Damage Clause." I was
most surprised when I learned of their resolutions opposing the withdrawal,
which was published in the Indio papers about two weeks ago. 1 was not con-
sulted on the purpose or reasons for such a resolution. I had freely and
openly given them the legal description of lands acquired from the Southern
Pacific Land Company, and all lands applied for in the application for with-
drawal and exchange needed to form a solid holding. This confidential in-
formation was used as a basis for the resolutions objecting to the withdrawal,
and their request for priority in acquiring title to the lands to be exchanged.
In an open newspaper rebuttal I announced that I considered such procedure as
as exceedingly discourteous and inconsiderate. I further stated that such
dealings indicated a possibility of a profit motive and collusion with other
groups. I further stated that their procedure and policy was very shortsighted
and obstructing progress, and that it was prejudicial to the best interest of
the peoples of both valleys as well as the people at large. I cannot personally
proceed any further with the District, as the matter is now a personal issue
and I have accepted the challenge to fight their opposition to a logical, fair
and right proposition. I believe you will find considerable sympathy and
backing in my favor in all Land Bureaus, including the Office of the Secretary
of the Interior. I don't believe the District will have any valid grounds for
a bona fide objection. I feel confident that the withdrawals will be granted
over aend abov® the requests contained in the District's resolutions.

I know you will do your best to accomplish the withdrawal and exchange
in the most expeditious manner. I will return to Indio, California, on or
about June 22. Please let me know in case you desire to confer with me
personally after that date. I will return to Washington on June 8th. In case
you desire to send a message to Mr. Drury's office, I will report there on
that date. I trust that I have given you sufficient information for necessary
action. Thanks.

Sincerely yours,
/s/ R+ A. Ellsworth

Re A. Ellsworth
Col., UsS.A., Ret'd.



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































