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May 12, 1983

Megoranéum
Tos Regional Director, Region Four
From: Superintendent; Joshua Tree

Subject: Possible land exchange

This moming two gentlemen visited this office to
inquire about private lands within the monument that might be
purchased and used as base for an exchange for federal lands.
These gentlemen, a Mr, ¥, B. Oribbin and Mr. A. ¥. Peterson,
represent & group.,of people who are desirious of acquiring
title to approximately 15 sections of land in T. 45. R. 15 E.
5.8.B.., It was indicated to me that they have made entries
on lands adjacent to the above mentioned lends end have
developed a good well thereon. However, they also filed on
the laends in T 45. R, 15 E. S.B.B.M. which was rejected as it
wes in a withdrawal. Their filings may be on lands which were
originally withdrawn for classification and creation of a
monument under the Presidential Proclamation of August 10, 1936,

We gave them information on the following private
holdings in the monument which might he purchased and used for
base in an exchange: Monstad, Smith, Tallman, snd Cunmings,
smounting to approximately 12 sections.

They may also make a trip to San Francisco for the
purpose of conferring with members of your staff, to determine
the poseibility of acquiring lands in other national parks or
monuments 0 be used as a base for exchange.

Semuel A. King
Superintendent
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o June 9, 1953
8ec. 11, SiSec. 1 §8-10F
Somuel A. King
Joshua Tree National Monument
Twentynine Palms, Calif.
Dear Sir Rapéived your letter with offer to buy my lands in the Park,

The above 960 acres are where the Ocottilo cactus snd Cholla Cactus
gardens are in the park, one of the main attractions in the park that I own.

Send me the best offer you can get me to purchase 1t, snd if it
suite me I will sell it to the park.

I also own these parcels on Park Hyway (290 acres)
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L "« n ¥ think that my lend should be
« " . " appraised for a higher value
n n L because it is in the Cholla and
LI LA Cactus gardens and it is on Hyway.

LU P.0, Box 189 Manistee,Mich., Joe Wachowski /s/
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JOSHUA TRER NATIOWAL MOWUME NP
+..s Twentynline Palms, Ualif.

June 16, 1953

Mr., Joe Wachowskl
PO, Box 189
Hanistee, Michigan

Dear Mr. Wachowski

Thank you very much for your prompt answer %o my
letter of May 29, regerding your lands comprising 960 acres
in T 33,, R. 1LORE. within the exterior boundaries of Joshua
Tree National Monument.

You refer to the Cholla Cactus garden as being on
your property; 1f you check the map you will find that the
cholla stand is actuaslly located spproximately two miles west
of your property on government lands.

Now as to making an offer for your lands, I have no
snthority to do so as I explsined in my previocus letter. How~
ever, if you are agreeable to selling your property to the
United Btates st the appraised walue, this Service will meke an
effort to have the lands appraised by a disinterested asppraiser
and subsequently secure an option from you in the smount of the
appraisael. Whether or not the purchase is consummeted, depends
on subsequent appropriations by the Congress. This is the
procedure in scquiring lends by puvehase. I might edd also,
thet there is no authority for this Service to sequire lands by
purchase at a figure higher than the appraised value, In other
words we cannot negotisate to purchase lands where the values are
arvived at arbitrarily.

However, 1 am hopeful that you may be disposed %o sell

- your holdings in Pinto Basin at the appraised value end will so

indicate to this office at an early date.

Very truly yours,

- Samuel A. King
Superintendent

ce: (2) Regional Director, Region Four
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Tos Superintendent, Joshua Tree
From:  Reglonal Chief of Lands, Beglon Four

Subjects Possible Land Exchange involving lands in Joshua Tree
' National Monument

I This iz in reference to your memorandum of May 12 regarding
a tentabtive exchange proposal made by Messrs. Gribbin and Peterson
which might contemplate an atbempt on their part to secure the hold-
ings of Monsted, Smith, Tallman, or Cummings, to0 be used in an exchange
for public domain they might desire to select elsewhere.

Your £iles wlll show that both Smith and Cummings are asking
exorbitent prices for their lands. We know in each case that they
j were brought at gome flgure sround a dollar an sore from the S.P,
Land CGo., and we belleve that the payments have nobt yet been completed.
Smith quoted to us 2 price of $100, and Cumuings $LOO to $500 an acre!
We would expect Tallman might be the most reasonable of any as to
price. He is said to live in New York. Incidentelly, if you can sew
cure his address in that state sometime 1t would be well for us to have
it. Mr. Givens several times endsavored to broach the subject of an
exchange with him,

Regarding lands which might be selected by Measrs. Oribbin
and Peterson, we have discussed this with Mr. Bowland, in charge of
the Lands Division, Bureau of Land Management here, snd he says in
connection with withdrawn lands in T. 4 8., B. 15 E., SBB&M., in

whilch they were interested, that if an exchange epplication were to be
made covering such withdrawn lands that considerstion could be given by
the Burean of Land Management to revoking of that withdrawal as espplye
ing to the particular sections selected, If you see these men again
it would be well to tell them this.

_ Bernard ¥'. Manbey
/ . Regional Chief of Lands

& Copy tos l/fha Director., With a copy
of My, King's letter of
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2 N Jme 22, 1958 /1] €
Memorandum
Tos Superintendent, Joghua Tree

Froms = Apsistent Regionsl Director, Region Four

Subject: Private lands said to be owned by Joe Wachowaki,
Joahua Tree National Monument
This acknowledges coples of your letters of May 29 and
zﬁmm 16 to My, Wachowskd regarding lands in Joshua Tree National
mntq

It is poanible that Mr. Wachowskl has good title to these
lands, but we rether suspect he may have only a quit claim deed! It
is also probable, even if his title is goody; that his asking price
will be quite out of line} (See Givens' to Wachowski - July 8, 1952,
and earlier correspondence)., We could not, of course, malke eny pur-
chase or exchange on the basis of a quit claim deed,

If there is any further correspondence with Mr, Wachowski
it would be well to ask him if he has clear and recorded title to the
lands he is offering. :

yd Raymond E, Hoyt
e Ageistant Regional Director

#

Copy tos Director,\/w/il‘bh carbon copies -
inceming correspondence
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Memorandun FOR YOUR  -ETINFORMATION  [J ACTIO
; 23 2y .. Joghus Tree REGION FOUR OFFICE INITIALS... i 2

Tos Superintendent, Joshus o F} /(,
Froms Regional Director, Region Four . Sy b )
Subject: Land Acquisition Matters as applying to (

_{g_shua ;l_'r_?e Bational Momument

We believe that =s asoon as the time seems appropriate
it would be advantageous for you %o spend a fow days in the Reglon~
al Office to go over land ascquisition matters, development programs,
fiscal and persommel procedurs, sic.

This memorandum is more particularly in regard to the
many lend acquisition problems. The Joshue Tree Hational Monument
probably has more problems relabing to privete lands than any other
area in the region. Somas of these need very careful consideration
before any new schbion can be wisely taken since each situation may
nead an entirely different approach. This bacomes more evident from
year %o yesr. There is often a hisbory to each case which should be
first studied vary ecarefuily.

Regarding your memorandum of June 24 on land appraisals,
when these are related to an exchange this Service would have nothing
to do with the securing of the appraisal That work is done by the
field examiner of the Bureau of Land Mansgement, this being a require-
ment under provisions of ihe Taylor Graszing ict.

Where wo are ansking a purchase for cash, this Service secures
an sppraiser, but in general the work would be paid for ocut of land
acquisition funds which funds would have to be transferred from
Washington to Reglon Four Office. The work might have %o be done by
contract or purchase order depending on the cost of the appraisal.
This office would probably have to make the arrangements with the
Appraisal Firm.

Under this same dote we have written you in connection with
your memorandum of June 24 on the proposed Monstad exchange.

While great headway has been made in the general exchange
program, it is reslized that some of the most difficult acquisitions
will be those lands secured as patented mines or hamataads,of' bought
from the S. P. Lend Co. before we had worked out arrangements with the
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= compeny by which the latter would participste and work with us on

the individual 3-way exchanges. These 8 P lands, we believe, in
each cape were bought for speculative purposes and it may be imw
possible to justify prices offered to this Service!

Acquisition of the lands to which Wachowski lays claim
is complicated by many factors as your earlier files will indieate.
In fact, we are not sure that any exchange or sale offered by Mr.
Wachowski would be acceptable both as to values and as to such title &5
he could give.

It is by reason of these many unusual situations that we
think a visit to this office to discuss these and other monument
problems would be mutually beneficial.

(SGN) LAWRENGE ¢, MERRIAM

Lawrence C. Merriam
Regional Director

Copy to: Director
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s e : ‘ July 6, 1953
Memorandum
Tos Director

From: Regional Chief of Lands, Region Four

Subject: Transmittal of Land Form NPS-I~-1, Deed 17,
Joshua Tree National Monument

R

In compliance with Mr. Richey's memorandum of June 23,
we have completed and are returning herewith the original copy of
the above mentioned form. The information was obtained from the
Bureau of Land Management.

It is noted that title was accepted by the Acting Manager,
Los Angeles Land Office, on April 8, 1953,

Regional Chief of Lands.

|
| Attachment 1 -

-
Copy to: Superintendent, Joshua Tree , f\/ﬁ ‘ |
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JOSHUA TREE NATIONAL MONUMENT

> dntynine Palme, Calif.
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Augnst 10, 1983

Memo randum

Tot Regional Direé‘bqr, Region Four

From: Superintendent, Joshua Tree
Subject: Rental of Residence Property on Private Lands Within
' the Exterior Boundary of Joshua Tree National Monument

I legrpned just yesterday that it might be possible for
me to rent a residence on privete lands in Lost Horse Valley for
a nominel amount. The house 18 located at Lost Horse Wells 18
miles from Twentynine Palms.. It would be necessary for me to '
commut &, but 1 could absorb this cost in light of the nominal rent.

Are there any existing regulations which would preclude
my renting the property and establishing a residence there?

Bamyel A. King
Superintendent
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Memorandun

Tos Superintendent, Joéh\@a Tree National Monument
Froms Regional D;rector, Region Four

Subjects Desire to rent residence property on private land within
boundaries of Joshua Tree National Monument

This acknowledges your memorandum of August 10 in which you
mention that you have an opportunity to rent a residence in Lost Horse
Valley for your personal use, and asking if there are any existing
regulations which would preclude your renting such property.

There are no regulations that would prohibit your renting
this building for your perscnal use. It appears to be a matter solely
of whether it is expedient to do so from the point of view of SBervice
policy.

There are certain advantages in your living in that location
since it is one of the most important aress in the monument, and it is
always deslirable to have a Park Service representative located within
such an area.

We assume that this is the R roperty. It is our uliinate
aim, of course, to acquire that propwrt.y oS8thly your living there
might improve cur chances of securing the tract subsequently at a more
reasonable price when we are prepared to purchase it. This is, of course,
surmise on our part but shonld be kept in mind.

Unless you can see any involvements not apparent to this
office we are inclined to think there is no objection to your reanting
the property if it is offered to you.

R v I S s &
twulNy LAWEENCE 2 W IR

. ‘ Lawrence C, Merriam
/ Regional Lirector

Copy tos Directoxi'///copy lHre King's memorandun of August 10
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August 27, 1955

Menmorandum

To: Mr. William O. Haneock
Bureau of Iand Mansgement

From: Chief, Real Estate Branch

Subject: Private Exchange, Case No. LA-089481, Joshua Tree
National Monuwent, National Park Service

In Primtv;» Exchange Case No. LA-089481, the accepted
offered lands now becowe a part of Joshus Tree Natiomal Mounument,
California, pursuant to authority contained in Proclamation
No. 219% of August 10, 1956 (50 Stat. 1760), establishing the
Monument and to provisions of the act of September 25, 1950
(64 stet. 1033), reducing and revising the boundaries of the

Monument .
AMES M, SILER

i Jaues M. Siler
/ Chief, Real Estate Branch

Copy tbz/}nds
CRWSmith:lt
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180 Hew Montgomery Street

Chas. W. Jennings, Esq.
Attorney at Law
Lemoore, California

Dear Mr, Jemzingsz

This is in refarenca to the discussion you and Mr.
George E. Willebtt had with the writer on September 21 regarding
the latter's desire to obtain some 50,000 acres of public doe
main in Riverside County east of the Joshua Tree Hational Monue
ment on an exchange basis probably involving offered land in
the Lassen Volcanic Hational Park. On that same date, at our
suggestion, you wrote Mr. E. I. Howland, of the Burean of Land
Management, listlog tha lands which you would like to select.

In d:t.soussing this matter today we find, as we believe
My, Rowland infommed you, that on portions of those listed
lands there have been filed a number of desert land applications.
This, of course, has the effect of tying up such lands until a
decision is reached as to whether such desert land applications
will be approved or rejected. To reach a decision in this re- -
gard must necessarily take some little time. However, we will
endeavor to check on the status from time to time.

WWe also learned that Mr. Kowland is taking steps to
secure an appraisel of the listed Riverside County lands. This
will probably be received within a reasonable time.

The purpose of this letter is merely to let you know
the status as far as it can be ascertained at this moment.

Sincerely yours,

Be ¥. Manbey
Regional Chief of Lands
# ‘
Copy tos f"fie Director
‘ Supt., Lassen
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