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Stutements made by him in March 1933 about the Twentynine Pulms region B
to ‘ : T P

W.E. Ketchenm and W. Fgbert Schenck’
and . :
trenscribed in Murch 1952 by the later.

Bill Mclleney was born near Gallatin, Davis County, Mo., March 25,1659,
He died at Keyes Ranch, Joshua Tree Nat. Mconument 3 and is bur.ed ir the
Twentynire Palms cemetery. ,

fle came west via the UP Ry and went to Tulare. He cerne

south by team and was in Big Meadows, at the head of the Sants Ana River, inl&77.
He was a cow-hand there and saw grizzly bears there. From Big Meadows to the desert
dovn Missian Creck was considered to be.25 miles; and the cattlemen used this truil L
for their cattle to winter range on the desert. Bill was still & cattleman when hLe got
as far as The Palms in 1879. He was at The Palms off and on from that time until
1933. ~

(Bill had = brother who had a bad reputation and who was
&lso on the desert. But Bill did not say how or when he reached The Palms).

] , When he cume antelope and mountzin sheep were plentiful -
particularly in the Deadman Lske region. The Windmill there was built by cattlemen in
1818. This game was eaten regulsrly., The last big sheep rozst was in 1896. '

: in 1933 Bill lived in & wickiup in upper Musick Valley,
Gold Purk, and claimed he had lived there for 35 years.
. "~ In 1933 his sight was very bad and shortly before this
interview he had picked up a 10-butiton rattler rhinking it was a piece of rone. ’
Bill mostly prosvected although at times he worked for others
He claimed that he and/or his brother first found severul of the best earlyv mines,
Below is the data he gave arranged under topics. We use :
Bill's term The Pxlms to indicate the general vicinity of the present Twentynine Falms -
Oasis. Comments in brackets are ours —~ not Bill's. ) ‘

INDIANS.

SERPANO.Vere at The Pelms whon Bill arrived. They palnted the willovis st
the Inn. Told Bill of the spring a2t Pinycn Wells before 1881 — some 10 yeers before
the mills were there.

PIUTES. OCume about 1888; leit 1909, after Willy Boy killed Indian ifike,
About 40 Indisns at The Pulms in Piute Jim's time, Friendly,
 Lived on sheep, rabbits, mesquite besns, seed. Found all the old mines when iunting
sheep. ‘ '

0ld Piute Jim Bonifuce. Never drank. Buried locully. Squaw wes
a Piute. (This could mezn Boniface wes & Serreno). 2 children. One, Annie, nurried
Joe Pacheco.

. Cept. Jim Pine. Never drunk. Wore a stove-pipe hat znd s lined
duster. Had a collection of relics. Died in Palm Springs. .

Jim Waterman. His father wes a patient of u bhaman from the north
called Black Bill, & Piute. The father died., Jim then killed Black Bill &nd his syuaw,
horse and dog «nd destroyed his house. This was in Mission Creek about # miles LTom
the so-called Mission. Bill saw Jim for the last time at The Pulms in 1696, o

' Cupt. Pacheco was the sm:rtest znd best liked Piutc and one of the -
last to leave The Palms. '

His son, Joe, murried Piute Jim's oldest deughter, Annie. They
were the last to leave The Palme, Lived st the AdoBe. Joe drank and was thrown from
his horse. . -

Willy Boy, about 30 yers old, dressed well in a black suit and colla
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. Ye wanted to marr; .adian Mike's 16 year old dsughte.. She was not beautiful but big
and fat. Vhen Mike refused, Willy Boy shot sn¢ killed him.
01d Chepeven was the oldest Piuie of ull - over 100 yenrs.

JONATHON W, WILSON ("nlrtv Shirt Nllqon" and "Usrd-rock Wilson"). was at
The Palms from Jun. 1883 to May 15, 1914. He had an adobe and dug-out under the east-
ern plams by 1884 and that location was called Vilson Cove. Wilson was a yood miner,
knowing ores and values. In 1886 he located the North Star Mine, Gold Park; and got
about #1i00 monthly by working 4 tons of surface ore. In 1833 le located the Hewa de
Oro)(a mine? where?). ("Wilson Canyon", the big. wash from Stirrup Tank is nemed for
him).

BILLY NFAVES. Built the 0ld Adobe (standing in 1932 in 'Wilson Cove) N
in 1888 with Jack Rankin. They built it for Baldridge & Gilmore who Oﬂned the "Z5 Wines"
in the Bullion iits. north of Twentynine Pulms. (Between Bagdad Road and Deadman Lske).
These men also put down the well at Surprise Spring. The Adobe was used as a store for
the #=gons hauling to Dule. In 1896, Billy with John Thurston built the rock house

near ¥Wilson Cove. Tuds rock house beczme later the first wchool. WMrs Tucker (ex Mrgs
Norman Donnell, ex lrs Ballou) brought out the first teacher who had a row with krs
Tucker znd left. ~ Billy planted the fig tree near the Adobe, and some of the cotton-
woods and willows at that end of the oasis.(The Serrzno Indisns planted some of those
where the Irm now is. But Bill said there were very few trees besides mesquite end pzlms
at the oasis when he came). The b1g w1llow at Wilson Cove was brought from Covington
Ranch as a teamster's whip.

geo W ’ Geo W
JOEN TANG., (There was a father snd s son) In 1897 John Lung (tre fether?)
had a saloon near Wilson's house. The whiskey was brought in. But at "Sneak eye", so-

called by the Indisns ( a spring at the west end of the Indian Cove region) was 2 blind
pig (Rill's term) run by John Stull for a short time. Stull used crutches ant was a
graduate of the Colorado School of Wines. Stull stayed sbout & years on "his first
trip".- :

John Leng, the son, died in 1926. Two months later he was
found by Bill Xeyes vho buried him at the spot where his grave still iz on the road
to Salton View (1952). Lung ovmed the Lost Horse Mine at one time with Jim Fife end
Ed Holland. ( % men becsuse of some feud with McHeney'!s brother one of the other side.
Bill claims t?,h%ve found E?IS mine which might Picount for the feud). lL4.*n ovned the
mine in 1933, (Dutel Franlk Dicloe 4;««4 oy AMLdme - hous 4 ow & Lal®93, c»t«-mw

£ Hollownd amd Clpned G. Tik ""“M,l q-y.ua(‘o,jﬁ"’e‘ MMM.Q 1’
PHIL ChLLIVAI. Mrs Sulllvun was the first white women to live here.

Their children wer: the f'irst to be born (??) here - in 1808,1909. In 1910 Efullivan
and Bill built an arsstrs near The P:alms to work ore frem Sullivan's Contact Hine,
) A Mr Newton (who impressed Bill very much) c:me out with
Sullivan to 1nstall and operate machinery in Gold Yerk "about X8 years ago". He was
on the desert for a few months, then back in LA, then here agsin for several montus.
He came buck "10 years ago" uand sgain "last year', fde had been made a colonel ut £5.

BILL XFYRS., Ceme in the TFell of 1910. Bill McHaney and his brother had
been the first to settle on the location of Keyes Ranch. They ran cattle there anc had
a well with water at 20!,

MARTIN VIVIMN Ya kind of preacher" died in Pinto Basin when travelling
with a buck-board :nd burros. Bill had pros;ected with him for & ysarc.

. NRINKWATFR of the Viashington Survey Farty first worked the
« Ansconda Mine. It was later owned sné worked by a Mr Parks.

SAM JOYNFP. (In 1933 one of the 2 inhabitants of New Nale end probubly
an ex—saloon keeper there. Knowmn as the layor of New Dale in 1953) Rorn 1864.

C.W. POACH. Mad claims in Gold Park. In 19 0 Bill Mcliuney and Bill
Keyes helped hin build IVaxpay TANK



