

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































UNITED STATES! .
DEPARTMENT OF THEIINTEB oR_g,;

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
REGION FOUR .o viai o i

0 2 B
-,,‘\. i

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA . &
801 Sheldon Bldge s
January 21, 1948.

MEMORANDUM for the Direchtore.

You have already received copy of our lettﬁr of January 15 to
Regional Administrator Clawson of the Bureau of Land lMansgement, San
Frencisco, regarding a possible btransfer of Camp Irwin, in California,
to the War Assets Administration. It is said that it might then revert
to the Department of the Inberior.

lie are interested in this transfer to the extent +that the land
might prove a very satisfactory base for exchange of school lands in
Joshua Tree and Death Valley National Monumenss e
e ————— T gy

e

Atbached is copy of lir. Pavorite's reply of January 19. Ir,
Ireland, Chief of the State Division of Lands seems guite interested
in this ares. Possibly it might be advisable alt this stage for Iir.
Wirth to discuss it with the W. A. A. in Washingbon for the reason
that if they know now we are interested in it, it might be easier to
make the necessary arrangements to put it through. If the W. A. A,
were in accord we could then get a more definite commitment from the

State of California.
é
Herbert laier,

Acting heglonal Director.
EnGIOSIru 275

4

B 3
B %

Wy
¥ 3

ce: Supt., Death Valley w/c encl

P

Custodian, Joshua Tree w/c encl®

Bureau of Land llanagement, San Francisco,
. . . . AY
(Attention: Mr. Favorite)
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR %”67
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
ADDRESS ONLY WASHINGTON ol : ¢
THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 25 D. C j vl } ‘J et
: » ° ) -

MAMORANDUM for the Director,
Bureau of Land Management.

We are enclosing coples of a lstter of Janugry 19 from
Regional Administrator Clawson of the Buresu to Regilonsl Diregtor
Bomlinson of our Region Four office in San Francisdo snd & memo-
randum of January 21 from our Region Four office regarding the
area known as Camp Irwin in Galifornia which we understand is
withdrawn for use by the War Department.

Is our impression correct that, should the camp be declared
surplus and the withdrawal be reveked, the lands would revert fo
the jurisdiction of the Depariment, and the War Asgets Administra-
tion would be concerned only as to the disposal of buildings and
facilities?

Since the State of California appesrs to be guite interested
in this area because of the poesibility of its use as an exchange
for lands it now owng in Death Valley and Joshus Tree National
Monuments and as we are anxious ic elimlnsite all state-owned lands
within these monuments, we shall appreciate it if you will advise
us &8 to what the status of the lands will be if and when the War
Department zbandons its use of then,

(SEDY CONRAD L. WIRTE
Chief of Lands.
Enclovure 8L,

cor’Regional Director, Region Four (3).




é’ lN:REPLY REFER TO
UNITED STATES N
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR fes hngeles COBI05 Lo
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

HEMORANTIIRS
Tos pirector, Hational Park Sewvige
Fromy Director, Bureaw of Land lsohgomest AUG 18 1948

fubject: Joshus Yree Bxchanges

_ Hofeorsnce is wade to the memorandum of ¥y Siler of your office, pd-
- dressed te lr. Ryan of this Sureasu, dated ‘aguat 4, 1948, tmosmitting &
memorandun, datad July 27, 1848, fros fReglonal Dirsctor Tomlinson to wou,
end 8 copy of & semorandus dated July 21, 1848, addresged to Reglonal
Dirgotor,Tomlinsen by Frank R. (ivens, Superintendent of the Joshus 'free
Nationel Yonuwment. ' “

‘e have no ebjections to the procedurs outiined ln the menmerandus of
July &7. This Bureau's primary ocmeers in the mstisr ls thet the various
applicants invelved aubail warestrieted snd wiencuwsbered instrusente of

CONVETRICE <
o /{:’?
Direatar
oot NPS (R)

Fisew 8/6/48



| UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
REGION FOUR

5
SAN FRANCISCO/CALIFORNIA
180 New Montgomery St.

December 22, 1948,
MEMORANDUM for the Directore

Reference is made to our many atbtempts to work up scceptable land
exchanges with the State of California involving all surveyed and
unsurveyed school sections in the Death Valley and Joshua Tree National
Monuments and amounting to about 125,000 acres. It will bhe recalled
that the only selections now under consideration lie in the Salton Sea
area, and that of these certain specific sections finally were also
rejected leaving a balance of about 10,200 acres available under the
proposal. In this connection Mr. Manbey met today with Messrs. Hoffman
and Favorite of the Bureau of lLand Management, and Mre. Ireland of the
State Division of Lands.

Mre Ireland mentioned that Col. Ellsworth, the Salton Sea applicant,
is in agreement as to elimination of the greater number of the recently
rejected sections, but he will seek re-inclusion of two of the secbions
in question since, he says, Iinguiry in the fileld indicates that a revi-
sion of BDureau of Reclamation plans believed to be in effect could
reasonably make them available, and he claims they are essential Lo his
project. As soon as this office has received copies of certain corresw
pondence from Mr. Ireland we will investigate this further, probably
through the Regional Director, Buresu of Reclamation, Boulder City.

lUr. Ireland discussed owr suggestion of December 2 that 12,500
acres in San Bernardino County be used as a partial substitubtion. e
sald that this land, lying about 6 to 18 miles north of Barstow, did not
appear to be suitable and thersfore he would nobt wish to apply for il
It will be recalled that the Barstow area was withdrawn in 1930 at the
request of the Btabte of California for park purposes bubt was never taken
up, and the State Division of Beaches and Parks has recently inbimated
to us in writing thabt it is no longer interested in its acquisition.

Our recommendations as to disposition of the withdrawal will be transe
mivted in a separate memorandums

ilr. Ireland said he would be. glad, however, to ubilize a block of
land consisting of about 20,000 acres which he has a demand for, lying
along the Nevada boundary in Inyo County. This block appears to be
available, and it was agreed that Mr. Ireland should file an application
for it immediately with the Sacramento District Land office. It was
pointed out to lir. Ireland that he would need largely to use "surveyed"
sechions as base. He sald that the Commission was very insistent thatb
he use up also the "unsurveyed" sections.



Consideration was then given to the area proposed by lir. Favorite,
and lying in Lake and Mendocino Counties. This area, which is of con~
siderable size, was withdrawn in 1927 or 1928 under an Act of Congress
for recreational purposes to be administered by the County Supervisors.
It is believed that this withdrawal could be revoked and that it could
be made available for exchange on the basis that the State Division of
Lends would sell it to the State Division of Fish and Game for Hunbing
Refuges. lir. Ireland mentioned that he thought he could secure the
acquiescence of the State Division of Fish and Game in such a purchase,
and stated that he had previously put through a similar btrensaction with
them @lsewhere in the State, at which time a sale was made on the basis
of $2.50 an acre. It will probably be necessary to include other public
domain lying in these two counties, and there seems to be sufficient
additional land available ther® for this purpose. It was decided that
Regional Administrator Hoffman would write lr. Ireland listing available
public domain in these counties sufficient to absorb all school sections
remaining bevond the other two contemplated exchanges. Wr. Ireland
will then talke the matter up at the next meeting of the Commissione
This exchange would be on an acre for acre basis, and the three proposed
exchanges we hope would again contemplate embracing the entire 125,000
acres in the two monuments.

AN

Herbert Maier,
Associate Regional Directors.

>

cc: Supt., Death Valley
Supt., Joshua Tree

Bureau of Land Menagement, San Francisco



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE ~ 'ERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERV.CE
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.




UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 1/1/
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
P WASHINGTON
THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 25 4 D . G o

o (L 'rf'..'l;;; 91
R AV

MEMOBANDUM for the Regiomal Director, Region Four,

We appreciated receiving the information contained ixn Mr, Maier's
memorandum of December 22 regarding the many attempts to work up
aceceptable exchanges with the State of Galifornia involving some
125,000 acres of surveyed and unsurveyed lands in Joshua Tree and
Death Valley National Monuments. =

Apparently, the several meetings of personnel of your Office
with ¥Mr. Ireland of the State Division of Lands and Bureau of land
Management officials, and particularly Mr., Manbey's mesting on Decenm-
ber 22 with Messgrs, Hoffman, Favorite, and Ireland, may eventually
lead to the elimination of much of the State lands from these
monuments.

Although you may often feel, as we do, that exchange negotiations
and procedure involve a needless lengbh of time, sufficient reflec-
tion will nearly always indicate that progress, however slow, is being
made .

We greatly appreciate the wntiring efforte of you and your staff
in the proposed State land exchanges, as well as those invelving South-
ern Pacific lands in Joshua Tree National Monument. Please continue
the good work and keep us advised as o progress,

A, B, Demaray, :
s Agsoeciate; Director.
Py
In dup §§£é.
4

ds, with copy of incoming.

JMS:BAR:LE



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

REGION FOUR

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA
180 New Hontgoumery &b

~

Januery 26, 1949,

Mre Erpest Ae Horitz, Regional Dirdetor,
Buresu of Reglamation,
Boulder City, Nevadae.

Dear Hr. Horitz:

Beference is made to our lebtber of Dscenber 29 regarding certain
lands in the Salbon Jen area, Californis, desired in conmection with
a rather important exchange Being worked up by this Service with the
State of Califernie invelving lands in the Joshua Tree Hational
Honumente The two sections in guesiion, Sechion 6, Te 10 Sey Be 10 Ba,
. and Section 12, T« 10 S+, Re 9 Hep 8+ B & ll., are especially sought
by the sbate's applicant, Cols Re &« Ellsworth.

e are writing you again as we understend our original letber
somehow was sent in error to the State of Califvrnise. For thaeb reason
we are eaclosing a second copy in case the original was never received.
A reply at your sarliest conveniemce will be greatly apprecisted.

Sincerely yours,

(860 s A TOMLINSUN

Qe Ao Tonlinson,
Regional Director.
Enclosure 671

#
f,w'"

cc: Director .1/

FQP.YICTORY
: BUY




STANDARD FORM No. 14 8 - 5 R
APPROVED BY THE PRESIDENT F van F 1CL5CO, L’Filll .
MARCH 10, 1926 ROM

TELEGRAM

OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES

Bureay  National Park Service

CHG. APPROPRIATION

U. S. GOVERNMENT FRINTING OFFICE 10=1723

February 18, 1949

The Director, National Park Service,

Interior Bldge., Vashington, D. C.

Reference proposed exchange of Joshua Tree land for 800 acres adjacent to
City of Needles. That city has again sent representabtive here urging utmost
speed in completion of exchange since 40 acres of selected land is involved
in school comstruction and funds cannot be allocated by state for that
purpose until city secures title. Immediate school extension is considered
urgente PFlease take up again with Bureau Land Management at once and seek
early consummabions State Attorney General says temporary use of land under
permit will not permit of issuance of funds and furnishing of deed therefore
imperatives. Our understanding is City agreeable to reduction of sufficient
acreage to allow of permanent quartering of Reclamation employees which we
think removes last obstaclea

Tomlinson
S National Park Service

g
Addressee confirmatimn&/&fﬂw ,

Pile
Yellow



DIRECTORS

RRIGATION DISTRICT

) ) MACK TRENTHAM
“ORGANIZED JULY 25, 1911 ;
C. H. MORROW

COMPRISING 884,990 ACRES

e EL S?NTRO, CALIFORNIA

i

OLLIE D. STEWART
JOHN M. BRYANT
May 11, 1949 e

G. L. DERMODY
SECRETARY

WHEN REPLYING
PLEASE REFER TO: ANNA T. MCMANUS
TREASURER

C. J. PARK
ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR

#r

Mr. lewton B. Drury

Director, hational Park Service
Interior Building

Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Drutrys

Enclosed find a certified copy
of a resolution of the Board of Directors of
Imoerial Irrigation District relative to lands
lying within Public Water Reserve No. 1lk.

Yours very truly,

s,

G. L. DERMODY

Secretary, board of D ctors
Imperial Irrigation ¥istrict

Dik
FEnclosure

.
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RESQIUTION Hegolution Ho. 26=2-7

Bl
WHERDAS, The Salbon dSea, with a surfece slevation of

spproximetely 240 feet velow ses level, is the only drainage

.uutlat for all of Impwwial Velley and aﬂ@ﬁ?ail&'Vallﬁy in Gelifornis
amn& & iarga area mf the Mexlenli Valley in Lower Ualifomnis; Mexico,

-&mﬁ aa such is of vital lgportence %o the present snd future deve-

lepm&nt af uhmm@ aza&g, and
!ﬁ&b&u, in r%@&gminiwn of that faot, bh@ Faa&rﬁl GOVErTm

ment, by Lxe¢unive mrﬁer, ersatec. rublic HWater L@@&&V@ fios 114, come
pw&aimg,& p&rﬁi&n ai tha uﬂl%@h Ses aren lying | alaw a contour elee
vation of az0 f&&% below sea level, and withdrew from el forms of
entry the yubliﬁ lands of the United States situated within said
Reserve, and _ |

‘ WHEREAS , xmyﬁmiax'irrimat&@n‘Qiﬁ%tiﬁ% comprising about
900,000 acres of land in I@peri&l Valley, 11 of which drains

MimﬁQJ&&ltﬁmJﬁm&,‘hwm invested in excess of 500,000 in sequirving

title ta,;flamﬁmmgvaa&@m&mtﬁ over, snd payment of claims for
damages Lo privatelymawnad'landﬁ within seid feserve, and

WHEREAS, It has come 1o the attention of the Board of
Birectors of saild Bistriet that certein departuente of the Federal
G@?@rnm@nn have aﬁéér’éﬁnﬁammiatién the exchange of lands with
mmhmr parties in which ﬁmr%ﬂih public or Indisn lands of the
United States within sald &a&arva are invelved anu, il sald ene~
change were ponsumsted would result in privete parties securing
awnership af'a&ié.iﬁvwlvﬂdulﬁﬁﬁﬁ, an

yﬁﬁ%@&é, Badd %a&r&lbf ldirectors believes that IV would
ke in the Lest interests of sadd DLSLFIGL bhd thY entive ared

draining into the Selton Ses to forever preserve the lands within

“Baid Reserve for the purposes for which sald Resexve was crealed

and not y@?mit'@ﬁﬁ?ﬂééﬁé&ﬁﬁﬁ”ﬁp@ﬁwﬁ&iﬁ purpeses such as might
oecur if ﬁaiﬁ praﬁﬁaué @x@hﬁmga were: awn&mmﬁtwm, ar 4f title to
any of- @aiﬁ Landa within said Rederve was ﬁrazafazr@ﬁ from the

Fadexal Gav&rmmuﬁt tm @ privan@ W&r*y e L0 ny %ﬂhllﬁ ggancy



~ i
% 9§

#thar than ope baving a direct snd primery interest in preserving
sald Heserve ﬂ&f-&&iﬂ @afpwﬁmﬁ, m&&

WHEREAS, Because of the vital importance of said Heserve
;9 said District and to the end of protecting the interests and
#ﬁmhtﬁ of suid District in said leserve, 40 at asy time or from
time to time the Federal Covernment may be willing to dispose of
any of its lands wiﬁhi& said Heserve then ssid Distriet should
have the first wvight of refusal to purchuse padd lends;

ﬁﬁ% Tbﬁﬁh?&ﬁ& B 1% Rk&ﬁ&?mh Dy the Board of Divege
tors of Im@@rial xrriganiﬁn ﬁiﬁtrieﬁ that the Jecretsry of the
Intariar b and he 1s %@r@by yequested to mrb&&*ve the lands of
whe United States within the Publie vater Reserve No. llh for the
§urp¢$ea for which said Reserve was ereated and not pemmiit the
sale mrlﬁxahaﬁﬁa of any of said lands undey conditione sueh that

the title thereto could ever vest in any privete parvy or in any

"gublia agency not having a dirsct and primary interest in pre-

serving sald Reserve for said purposes, and

BE IT PURTHER REBQLVED, That, as & wmeans of accomplishe
ing the purposes herein set forth, ssld Seeretery be and he is
hereby requested, in the event at any time ér freow time to time
vhe E@d&r&l Covernsient le wi&limg or desives to dispose or Cole

templates the disposal @f_%ny'wf ivs lands sitwated within said

'Raaarve, tphat Imperial Irrigation Disteict be given the {irst

right Lo refusal to purchuse oy otherwise secure tibtle to sald

‘lands from the Federal Covernment, and

BE IT FURTHER RESQLVEQ, That coples of this Hesolution

be sent to the Secrétary of the lntsrior; Assistant Seeretory of

the Interior, Williem He wﬁwma, Bireetor, Iuresu of Land Hanage-

 ment, Department of the Kmﬁﬁrmww;~§gmmi§aiana$; areaw of Reela-

m&ti@a; Ré@i@ﬁﬁl Birector, Heglon 3y Buresu of heclamation;
Senator Sheridan Downey, Senator ¥illaim F. Knowlsnd and

&anwrmsamzn Juhn- ?hilliyaa




PAGGED AND ADCGPTED this 1Oth day of May, 194%.

IMPERIAL IRRIGATION §ISTRICT
7

IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT )}
UPFICE OF SECRETARY 20
" RIS I8 TO CERTIFY thet the foregoing is & full,
true and correst copy of a resolution adopted by the oard of
_Bir&eﬁars of Imperial Irvigation District at 4ts regular
meeting of Tuesday, the 10th day of Hay, 1949.
' IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hend end

affixed the 3EAL of said Distriet this 10th day of Mav, 194%9.

SEAL



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

L JOSHIA TREE NATIONAL MONUMENT
— W ENTYNINE PAL IS, CALTF,

June 17, 1949
HEMORANIUM for the Regional Direcior, Reglon Four.

This refers to your memorandum of June ¢ in conmection with
plans to list the Pinto Basin tex delincuent lands with a view
toward acquiring them through the Ststbe.

On June 15 I called upon Tax Assessor Frank Burchiield who was
out of tomn. I then talked with his sssistont, Mr. Quackenbush,
regarding sssistence in listing the delinguent lands. His office
is working overtime in order to meet a July 1 deadlive. He said
that Mr. Burchfield might give some help afler July 1 at which *i.me
I will present the request.

Mr. Quackenbush steted, personally sné unoffieially, that it
would be advantageous to everyons for the Fedeval Govermment %o
acquire the delinquent lends. However, Ir. Burchfield is clossyt
%0 the policies of the Supervigors and may or may not cooperate in
the task. In eny event a list of the lends will be prepared.

Ineidentally we learned that a new bill has been introduced in
the State, which will prebably become effective in Ottober, permitting
the acquisition of lands, which have becoms delinguent since 1987,
by anyone desiring to buy them. You will remember that the law,
which is about to be repealed, ig to protect owners who might have
become delinquent ag o result of thedr war efforts, The list that
we will prepsre will inelude all lands thet have besn delingquent for
five years or more end the amount of delinguent tawes.

Prauk R. Givens,
Bupesrintendent,





