A Publlcaﬂon for kids produced by Joshua Tree National Park

Six Steps to Becoming
a Junior Ranger

1. Write your name here:

2. Complete the two activities on page 8.

3. Open the page for your age ‘level and complete
two activities.
@. Ages 4 to 7 = Lizards (page 2)

b. Ages 8 to 10 = Roadrunners (page 4)
¢. Ages 11 to 14 = Coyotes (page 6)

4. Attend a ranger program or visit an exhibit in a
visitor center. Get a ranger’s initials here:

%. Do one of the following:
@&. List three reasons to protect and preserve
Joshua Tree National Park

i.

fi.

i,

b. Collect a bag of litter in the park and those
materials that can be recycled. Recycle bins are
located throughout the park.

6. Take your completed workbook to any visitor
center, entrance station, or ranger program and
receive your junior ranger badge!

RANGER

Volume I, No.1

Special Places Need
Special Peoplel

Joshua Tree National Park is a special place that needs
to be cared for by special people like you. National Parks

belong to the people of the United States who have set

them aside “forever” as national treasures. Each park
is special and tells something unique about the United
States, whether it is related to people in the past or to
different natural environments in this vast country.

Joshua Tree first became protected as a national monu-
ment in 1936. In 1994, under the California Desert Protec-
tion Act, it became a national park. Joshua Tree National
Park includes about 800,000 acres of unspoiled desert.

In fact, two deserts, the Mojave or high desert and the
Colorado or low desert meet here. Because different kinds
of plants and animals live within each desert area, the
park has a wide variety of both '

Have you checked out those neat rock formations? Scien-
tists come to Joshua Tree to learn more about geology
and vacationers come to climb the rocks. Human history
is.also an important part of the Joshua Tree story. There
is evidence that humans have lived in this area for

about 10,000 years, including American Indians, cattle-
men, miners, and homesteaders. It’s no wonder Joshua
Tree National Park is a special place, worthy of protection.
You can help preserve Joshua Tree and other national
parks for people in the future by becoming a junior ranger.



~ The place where

animals live is

water, shelter,
and space. While
you are in the
park, look for
good habitat for

desert animals.

In the squares to
the right, draw

pictures of three

kinds of food for
desert animals,
three places

where an animal

has made a -

home, and three

different animals

you have seen. -

- Good tuck!

called a habitat.

A good habitat
will provide an .
animal with food,

shelter



| “"Scav’enger’? Hunt Bingo Lazy Lizard Eye

Go on a scavenger hunt in the park. Look for, Have you ever seen a lizard sitting on a rock,
but don’t collect, the items in the boxes below. - soaking up the sun? Sit quietly, and pretend
Remember to leave the plants and rocks where that you are a lizard!

“you find. them. Place an “X” on the items that
you find. Find four in a row down, across or
diagonally in order to complete this activity.
Can you find them all?

What do you see around you?

How many sounds do you hear and
what might they be?

What do you feel?




Page 4

Roadrunners

are well-known
for their long beaks,
the ability to run fast,
the- odd clacking noises they
make, and their strange diet.
They can use their long, sharp
beak like a spear, allowing them to
catch lizards and snakes. Although
they are able to fly, they prefer
to stay close to the ground, using
their huge, X-shaped feet to run
-across the desert floor. By snapping
their jaws open and shut, they pro-
duce an odd assortment of sounds,
allowing them to communicate on.
a wide variety of subjects with
~ other roadrunners. Watch for
them crossing the road,
and whizzing across
open spaces.

Desert plants have many different adaptations to survive the
summer heat. Some plants can store water. Some use little
white hairs on their leaves or white spines to reflect back
the sun’s rays. Other plants have hairs, spines, or leaves
that provide shade for their stems. Still others have a waxy
coating on their stems and leaves to prevent water loss.

Draw plants that you find with these adaptations. You can
use a plant guide or ask a ranger to help identify what you
drew so. you can label your sketches. '

Remember not to pick any. plants inside the park!

This plant stores water This plant has a waxy coating

Thlsplan'r reflects sunligh'r This plant prdvides its own shade







