
















































































































source of for the needy. For t he fe.w living in the nort h end 

of the v..ille y i t much bandier. The crude s hower bath llill H .xeif 

was a. fnvorite spot during t he he4 t of th.e sUUllller. Bill wa.s hel ped 

on hls r anch by his younger brother lku:ry. wb.0 a b o homesteaded a 

section. swimming hole w..s dug, us Bill's 

proved be an unusually deep flowi.ns one. 

The list of home&teadtta to iaak.e the Old Adobe their 

headquarters is long and ine.l\ide&; Mr. and Mrs. liilllaiu 

of who pi.one,er e-d urcheology of tbe at'ea..; Mr. tlad Mrs. ll'Assell 

nonoell and dai\lghter Ili se. who built the aecoacl hotel iu the .cirea. nd, 

due to a roaming cov that wu.& a. pi:olific mi!k giver, dispei:ased not only 

water to the !lffdy, but milk; (.Ketch) Ketcham, whose map of 

hoaeatea..0 loeationa ia s t:ill bei DJt used; nne111t Betttoff 1 who "£IS fj() 

helpful i n t he a\irveytag of t:be firs t r 04da of the connunity; tbe 

Hockect f&mil y; t ha Stcneciph.ers; Jol•y; the Tc11l Mar tins: t be 

Shelton family; Kt-u:sbat family; Underhill, tiho had t he flrat 

tneater; Egbert and Sar&h Schenck; the Earenfight•; ancl many 0th.ere. 

Mail service in the early days wan ttpo;a.dic. la the day11 

of the first homesteadet'a, incoaiftg travelers would step a t White• 

vaur and pick up the mail tf#antyaine Palms. It would be 

brought to the Gold ?ark tfct.el aud there frtinkia Roberts &elNed as 

postmistress. For a time Ed Bixby, another early carried 

the mail.. He was paid his: expenc:ea by the hcmesteaders. Then Chmrlie 

Stead of lfo.rongo carried it for six moatb$, bringing it in three timea 

a week.. Prentiss Shaffeir followed Miss Roberta. as postma.at.e:r 



(Marginal notes mAde by James E. Cole on original mctnuscript:.) 

(Ref. paragiraph 1 - line 6) Bill's ramch never produced any 

produce, so f.:tr as. I cAn tell • 

(Ref. pa~agraph 2 - line S, !{etch.am) a fd.thful DlOnument employee 

during World V~r It 

(Ref. p.;iragraph 2 - line 9, 'Uatde~Mll) llllld newspaper? 

(Ref. iwtraar~ph 3,· line 4) 1Uloff1cial7 



the Gold Park llotel was taken ever by the Twentynine Palms Inn Cerp­

oration. Sh~ffer lfa.s succeeded by J1'ra.nk Bagley and the pli1stof£ice 

was ClOVed to the Plaza, at which time Mr. and Mrs. Clovis Benito, 

early bOQ!.etudora tn the f:'.t0nvment, were carryi11g ta mail. Il:lily 

mail &tarted in 1931. 

About another urly settler, Mrs. Spell relates: 

"Among ethers eomJ;o.g in 1927 \imS Frank Bli3ley 1n .search 

of health. He hldlt ci prage, ia which the faaUy U.ved 

after jointag him a year ll4ter. P~t of this g.r;n-age was 

Wied for a 81\iL!lll gr~y at~e an.4 thas wae our first 

grocery store eebilbliaha4.. P'revious tG tha.t the Gold Park 

Hotel ,. which h•d been by then moved from Ut~h 'frail west 

of the o.i.sis where it ncv- st4ta.do as the Twentynine ftJlms 

Ion. had stocked a. au.ran supply of staples for sale. 

'the Ba.gley store s.oon bec-..uae a busy place for Prank haadled 

supplies of every kind for the ueeda of the miners and 

hcmesteaderiJ. fr= dymudte to ~iapera. If the wanted article 

was Mt onballd it. was ordered for C-he next l"d from 

towa. lt w4a eurpt"iaU.S wlult a n~ of &.c~iv1t1Gts 

could be hQ\lffd in this aull btdlding. Ia addition to 

her home and store duties, Mra.. B#gl•y fm.md time to 

inatal l a small branch of the county librcay • which than 

replaced the small lendillg library l'rankie R.oberta ha.d 

ma:lnttd.ned at the 'l'Wntytd.ae Palma: Inn aod vbicb had to 

be discontiswed due to dle Wlure of bolTQWers to return 

the booke len.484 to thee. Mrs. Bagley later served u 
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(Marginal notes made by James E. Cole on o;:~giul inanuscript. ) 

(Ref. paragraph •l) no inG«ation 
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clerk of the school board. a task fraught uith many 

difficulties. A gasoline pump waa soon intsalled and 

a service ~tation then in ope~~tion. 

"Thua was the PWza business center inaugurated. 

Later, when the poatoffice ~ moved there, it wu& 

busier than ewer. Mo raitter bov busy~ Belen and Frack 

Always found time to listea to the diffic:ultiea of othor aad 

lend a helping hand where potu1lble." y 

After Frank Dagley drilled his \iell and a tankhouae waa 

er~cted o~ the hill, the Pt.~a b ~ a 1110re popular place than ever. 

The ta'Dkhovse. was simulttlineously used aa a "city Mll 0
, bathhouse 

and barbei:: shop wltb smiling .JohnAy l'aye presiding over the barber chair. 

Public notices were posted thereto; a wedding later a c tu.illly staged 

la front of it wb.ei\ Justice of the P~ce Louie .Jacobs perfOTIJCd 

the ceremony uuiting in ma.rri<ige &rry Godwin aod JeAn Jfi&rmon. 

Later oa this building was moved to another location where it now 

serves '1• living quarters. 

By 1928 the 1W!aber of children h.ad increased so that a 

regul4r school building was built At the corner of Ut.:ih Trail and 

Two Mile Road, on a site donated by Mr. anfJ Mro. campbell . The 

school wa.s built ~d financed by the homesteaders. In Novetlher 

of 1928 t he echool w~s opened Id.th Mrs. ltrucmond 4& ftr1it teacher . 

ln 1929 the school enrollment was twelve. 1fowever , t he number of 

pupita steadily increased due te the conatant influx of hcmestea4ers . 

Sunday School and Church services were a lso held in the achootltouse 

under the supervisi.on of Mr . and Hts. tiilliam Carle , other earl y d4y 

.. J2-



(Marginal notes mGde by James E. 'Cole on original manuscript. ) 

(Ref . paragraph 3 - line 5) {ia•er-aebulU.y) was 

(Ref. para grttph 3 - Uoe 8) (te-aae~-leeAtiea) 

(Ref. paragraph 4 - l ine 4) (blsU.e) financed (ftaueed) erected 

(tn-lfovene1f) The aahool opened in llloveiaber 

(Ref. par~gl'4ph 4 • line 5) (vas-epeae&} 

(ltef. parqra.pll 4 • 11u 6) (Hftevei) 

(Ref. parAgZ"aph 4 .. line 9) (Mr.) llev? lie vas ao or iud 

minister, ae l t'GC4lll. 

(Ref. para.sraph 4 - line 9, etkn) llUOtber 



homesteaders. The Saturday night dances were held there .a.lao. 

It was the duty of the late dancer& to clean the premises. S.n re&diness 

for the next morning's ser\rices. 

In the 1930s there was a flurry of mioing activity in the 

mouw::ient due to the depression of those yeaTa. No mine resulted that 

haa continued to operMte. 



(l'hrginal notes made by James &. Cole 011 oTigiul nmuscript.) 

(Ref. paragraph 1 - line 1) homesteader; 

(Ref. par~graph l - line 2) Thro-.i out the bottles~ I preaume. 



1'!!!! Bata.bliabment g! Joshua~ Nattooal !Pnument 

Among the homesteaders of the 1920s 4nd their friends 

and vuitors were many who quickly pereeive?d the unusual chuacter 

of thi$ regiou. Diacussion-s and plans for the proteetioa of the area 

resulted. This fatereai: and agitation pi;oduced tho passage of bills 

hy both hauRs o:f the C4l:lfond.a Legis-latU:re creating a Sute P'..trk. 

This was never si.gned hy the then Governor. Jams B.olph, Jr.~ largely 

be<:ause Mrs. Shuman 1foyt f.Mervene.d with the plea .that tiaa be 

given for the Pedei:al Goverlmlellt to act ii\ eatabtia1Uu3 a oatiOAAl 

cnonusaent. 

Hrs. Hoyte wae the wife of Albert Sherman lloyu, of 

Hew tork, 4 phy•icf.aR and ftnanc.ter. She l:lved 1a Paaadeu> 

California. Ml's.. Hoyt• early learned the beau.ties of the desert., 

its peace and reatfulneaa. and it bec:Allle QDe of her ma.in mtceats 

through the y~s. Mahe saw the plant life bein3 curi•d away 

1a truck load& $he bee&sie couervat:ton.-minded. It WilS from a long 

associatioa tn. ehe deaett tha~ ah& ftclded to e411p4ip for t.b.e 

pressvaUoll of the desert fauna and flora. In the 1920s she 

orgaDized the ltlte.t't!&tional Desert 1Couservation Leo.a,ue of vhicb she 

remained preai.dent to the da.y of her de.:tth iD 1945 .. 

Mll:a. Hoyte *e passionately foocl of the twentyain.e Palms 

regd.a; and her ~tgoraua advacaey o.f its proteotioa vas a m11Jor 

factor ln tho creation of ·the mommtent. Sh.e devoted tillle. thoughl: 

and money to the project;. She kept iate.reat. alive~ and secwre4 the 

asa1s.tance of able and influential people. She inspired the 

production of -c!etteriptive articles (»otably cae oo botam.CAl 
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r esources by Dr. Pbil1.p A. Munz) . She got t.ogether albums of 

pictures and exhi bits. 

With all t hts she d.monatra.ted t o proper " u t hor1ties t.'lc 

detiraoility of p~eserving this ~emAttkably characteristic d~~ 

region for the eulighterm:ant and enjoyment of generatiom ta come. 

While historically t'be tnonwtleSlt was m>t. o-f great int~est, with the 

nceptton. of the "twent.yniue Palms Ci: d& (added in 1950) 1 it waa 

recognized in Wa.13td11gton, thilt as a scteattfic exb-1bit it. wee 

out&tandlna and that aa•thetica.lly lt offered a wide. vari•ty of 

uatqu..e tm'tural features . Ttme baa endorsed this recognition. The 

influx of population. in~o the desert has emphaatzed the need for 

p~otectioa. And the scenic ~ttr4~i1<>*l& have eujoyed a tretllelldoue 

incres.se in popula~ity with each pasa:lag yeal:' . No cue could have 

predicted i n 1930 t his great i nerea.ae in popul ar ity aacl pepU:lat ion. 

Star~ing in 1941 wi t# a few thou&Gnd vbito~-s & the monument 4ttrac ted 

over 20Q,000 visi t.ors in 1954. 

The end reaiil t of Mre. Hoyte'a efforts was an i1lec:ut 1ve 

C?der dated October 25• 19ll, wS.thik'1Wiug .frGJB entry ap.p.ro1d.r.ately 

1,136.00& •caea of Federal Land in lU.verside. and Saa Bernairdiao 

Counctea, C&lifomia.. ?hen on August 10. 1936 a Pre&ideat!Al 

Proclamation established a Joehu4 Tree Satioual Monument of 

838,2.SS acres. Ca Septeaiber 2Sj 1950 Con$Jteaa' revised the bcwedaries 

of the ~t redticing it to a 3rou acreage of 557,934. !/ 

Org.auized ef f orta to reopen the p:reeene to l!dniug 

activities were lauached in Septftlbct, 1945., when a !liver.side County 

Ch.adter of Mlne-s was organi.aed. Bbaer nian taas chaU:rmn. the 

-lS• 



(Marginal notes made by James E. Cole c>n original mamsscript.) 

(Jlef. par~grapb l) Also took an elehJ.bit of deStttt plants to 

a borticultw:al exhibition in Engl.:aid (Drew? Gardens. I believe) 

at her ow elCJ)ense. 

(Ref. para.grllph 2) Newton ~y, then director, wus not in 

f.il.vor of it. lie was still snore in:terest•d in Bores,o Stcltc Park 
1 

which he helped establi#h. JtRK was ..mother o.nd desert park. 

Bettel" uot put this ill your repoi:-~ .. but you ®1 be intel'este4. 

(Ref. p~raa~aph 2 - line 8, -Udor-aed) ? 

(Ref. pa:r:.:lgraph 2 .. line 9 ~ kffl 

(Ref. paragraph 2 - line 10, elte) (etlj.,..4) inducedt 
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final reduction of acreage was l4rgely the result of agita~ion 

and arguments sponaored by the lies tern Mining Council und a llie.d 

int~rests. They iasisted that mueh of the are.a ineluded in the 

eaatei:n an.d nOTthern portions of the Monument contained vc&lue.ble 

mtnerd.ls that; should be r:iade available to tJ."'te mining frat:eroity. 

With passage of the Ph.1111p• l>ill in 1950 some 289 ,000 

acre& were deleted aad returned to ~he public domaia, since these 

portiona co~ta.ined tlte only caa vhet'e ud.neTale in com:r.erciAl 

f.iuantities might be developed. However., there ha& been relativcd.y 

little minitlg activity in the deleted portions tht:ougb 1954. 

41moat the da.y Prest4ent T'f,"Ult.'.lR sigaed the Phillips Bill~ 

looping off a po't"Uon of the ~t. Hat.ional Park Service officials 

nnnounced addit i on to the Monument of fiUeed 'l'wentynine Palms 

O....sie it.self. 

The group of native Wllshingtonia fil{f~ra palm& for \Vhich 

the tcr..m was named ~nd 58 acres of land iDDed~tely surroundillg 

it were glvezt to Jo.sbua Monument by the Twentynine Pc1.lms Corporation. 

Principal s~ockholders io the corporation were Mrs . Helea Haries, 

II. G. .Jobnsin.s> C. G. i'i~z.Gerald and Mra. W. A. Ktngeton. 

haetmeat of the Phi Uips BiU was ex:pec;ted to end tbe 

long battle betwaea mining groups aud the Park Service> both sides 

expresatug thelll4elves aa 84tiafled wtth the compromise. However. 

u propoaal to open the entire li:>numeut to prospecting and mining 

was again raised early in 1954, again aa a reault of agitation by 

the Western Mi.niftg Council. '?hie group was inatrumental in ha.viog 

a. resolution adopted by t.he &iverside C()unty Boa.I'd of Supervisors 



(Margin.al notes made by James E . Cole on original atiutu&cript) . 

(Ref. para.graph 2) Has the Kaiser iron minu folded up? 

Actu~lly, but you would have to be diplomatic to recoYd tlie f~~ts. 

Congressman Sheppard1"s interest in the Fc.ntana Iron processing plant. was 

the primewllJDtivation. He wante4 iron ore frol?4 the Eugl.e Mtns and d1da't 

want monument status of L.lods adjointag the p.ltented =tnes to interfere. 

The ~ar was also an i~fluence. 
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proposing tha.t the mining lawa of the United States be exteaaeci 

to Joshua Tree lt&U.onal Monument. In July of the s®IB year the 

Mining Council endeavored to influence the San Bernardino 

County Board of Supervisors to make an identical resolution. 

The Beard rejected the propo.al by Wl4nimus vote. 

The U. S. Bureau. of Mt.nea, tb.e U. s. Geological Survey 

and ~be Ate&Ue En&rgy Commi sal<>n ha.ve corroi)or4lted the finding 

of a previous intensive inveettga.~ien lllftde by the former 'Dtv1sion 

of Inveatiptions. General Land Offi~e, the la.tional Jtat'lt Servlce. 

The 1:4PotOt Stu.ted in p4rt: 

•1 ••• ~ upon the evidence 4ttd ~iubtions 

au.bm~tted in the au.ney reporca, Joshua 'h:ee R'Atioaal 

Monument as re4oce.d by the .iccoof September 25, 1950. 

is of prtioin;y importance for National ~t put'pe)Hi5, 

4nd that the tntueral value& reaa.iaing therein are of 

little $igoiftc:ance ••• u 

.. 37. 



(Ma.rgi!Wl notes made by James E. Cole on original raa.nua.r..ript.) 

(Ref. pa.ragraph 2) cit4t.tona here a.re important 

(Elef. p•uagraph 3) no i11dention. Thu sutemeat is of grea.t 

:l:m.por'tauce in that it ~t$ the op1tt1on of other Fedel:al 

Agencies. Preservation of tb.e llOGumeftt is :nabstmld.U. ly 

strengthened ~~illS't minori~y s~oupa interest$ by the position 

UlkGn t.y ~he84 agenc.ies. 
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Headcluartera for .Jotthua. Tree Jbtioaal l*lnumeat wa& estab­

lithecl ia 'lweatyntne Pal ma on Sept'e.mber 19, 1940, unde't the general 

superviai-0n of CGor41utf.Dg Superint.en&m.t t..aw:ence Meni®' of 

Yoaeo:d.'C11 N4U.oul ?Ark. The fir•t •upenntendent for local ~uwn­

iatrution 1'1aa Ja.me.tS £. Cole Who mitered on cfvr.y September 19. 1940. 

Loca l support fo'i:' the eet:AbU.lhioellt of the mollUIUdt ~a 

met by mtud reaction• a t the outae:t. ca ~t of Serv1ce policle& 

ad dt.e eofw~& of applieabl• rut sand regulacl.ou. Some of 

the lo"1 people were quite perturb.kt ou @ccOWit of the regulatiGn 

probiM·ting the removi:r.1 of wood fJ:om. £he mc>llUIDeA.t for fuet. Anotlter 

complaint. was tbe rule prohibl~taa ud.ning i;ta4 pro-apecting. The latter 

ccapl.atn.t we .to be he rd many times from the mbtiog fraundty and 

''old Ume0 pi:oapector a. It tt.a& 2'tit1 & ~ucroversl~l subject aa late 

48 1954. 

A propoaal to con&trt1¢,t a roa-4 tln::ough the MPhDtellt 

between lru:llo ~.id T:weacyntne 'PAlliUl • • advocate.cf aa early as Oet ober 

1-940 by t he ~. of ~ of both cities .. 

Again in 1953 the eoachalla Va lley Mri.aoll'y l>14llll-f.US 

_Commi•aioa of ladio propoae4 'that t.be road !Je corratructed v14' tbe 

"Blue Cttt.n. Thi• pro~al wa• rejected by the ~ark serv.tce oa the 

p-ouad that such cteve.lGpaest we not. ccmteaplated 1n -the !hater Plan 

llev:elopment fo-r Joshua Tr;ee Natioul ~. lurt:beral.or• , a~ch a 

i-e>ad wcu;ld lugety dupttote the exl•Hn& road thl'ough Pinto 14$i.n 

which is a yea~uouncl route ora goo!J gl'acH..ent. 



(Marginal notes m.ie by James E. Cole on original manuscript.) 

(R.ef. p.:ira.graph 4) As i recall, the Blue Cut road W4& con&idered 

impracticable beca\18e ef the expen&e of c~tructicn and ~iatenance. 

Of courae, l have no knowledge of what happened in 1953. 



It sh0tild ~ potnced out htte that much va.s a.ccouipllshed by 

Superintendent Cole durias bis administration t-c> reccncile the 

conflict.tug interests of local people in their .attitude toward the 

mon~t. and t'l&e Jfatioul l?adt Servicet. 

Supertatendent Cole w~s c:alle4 to thee»lo~s by the 

United Sta.US Airr:f.; on oceober 30, 1942 and was replaced by 1t8 

G. Atwell. Mt~ Atwell eerved uatil Deee~ 6 1 1941, whea he was 

replaced ~ l>uaae Ja.coba who sened ,.. Acting SU,pe.rintcndeat Ullti.1 

De-ceclber 2. 1943. \1b.eft he wa called to aetvice with the U\itted 

St tes lb:.,y. Mr. Walter £ .. lCd<:.hwa succeeded Mr. J'ac.oba as Actta& 

Superin1:0n·deut wttl l1e ~• relieved by Saperiatende11t ~auk Givena 

'Who eened uuttl March 5, 1944. Mr. Givens, was replaeed by Supe1r-

1ntelldent J MD Cole OQ May 6• 1944 oa the Ll.ttu•a return from 

military service. Ml:r .. Cole was aga.ta replaced by Mr.Gtveu on 

March 4 • 1947 and the l~tter served "a SUperinteadeat wtti1 

replaud b.y Sup&"Snteacfent Samuel lCi.Ag cu April 11. 19.53 ... 

Firat ... Rgae; 

The fii.rst ia:rk Relnpr appointetJ was Harold s. llildreth 

who served fTimt .January 20, 1941 t• July 19,. 19tt.l. when he ll'Oa$._.cl. 

fitext; ea.e J4ho W. $tt"att:cm who U(Ved aa 01..erk-Jlaager fro» Qctqber 

1, 1941 to tmrch l2, 1942~ when ha was called to -.ilibll'Y' ser1tca. 

He returned etter the ~t:' to nne frca ltly 9, 1946 to lovealber 11, 

1948. tn the aame C41'4City. 

HeN!Cl L. Eacettfight suc:A:ee.ded Mx. S"a.tton on April l,. 

1942 tuld aervd until ~~t 13, 1942., wheA he va& ca.lle4 to the 

colors. Walter E. X.tcbuia rep-laced Mr.. Bmrenfigb:t as Clerk ... aaager 

4lldl aerved i1;-()ln Oeubef' 5, 1942 to August 4. 1945, when the latter 



(Margiuat notes Dl4de by .James R. Cole on original manuacript.) 

(Ref. paragraph 2, was- ea! led- te· tke- eel.e~s) enlisted Lu LThaaks] 

Atwell just held down the fort until Duane could aet ~W3.)" from Yosemite. 



returned frem the service on Au.gust 6. Ranger E'1renUgbt TUS 

subsequetltly pr<>CllOted to the poaition of Supervisory lla.nger ~ wbich 

position he holds today. 

'lhe per so=el roster i n the appendix shows all per sonnel 

who have served in various capu.cf.tie:s koru inception of 4etive 

adad.nistra tion t o cbte. ffoo'dGVet' it 4hould be recognized that 

aobert Lake who ~r4QSferred t o Joshua ~ee Jlo.d.cma.1 Mocuaen£ from 

~os~te &ltional P.ark on Mai-ch 1. 1941, AS equipment operate~, did 

a tremendavs joh in the early devalopuat Of the t:oad system. Ue 

vas io tum repla-cec! by Alva Coaner, Mbed GaQS P'ol'elliin~ vbo b a 

carried oD the raainten.:mce progJ'<Hll in an adlQ.rable 1111mler. 

Roads nd Trails 

The development of t he r oe&d aye.tea W&a inititlteo early in 

1941 with the appointmeot of Robert: S. lake ail Gr.:tder Operator. The 

pl:'ogrnm thlss i Pitiated hrut progreased wi t h r emarkable resul~ thrOGgh 

the years , cu lmimtia.g in a road aystem COQ'lpriaing s ome 93- Id.lea . 

Of th1s total SOUJe 75 mi.lee a re dust pctlli . .:itive t.re.sced illld the 

remaillder ia gravel. A r4thu r emarkable chievemet1t ill view of 

the fact thAt it has been acc.ompU.aheil with 1mtatemnce fullea, 

e.xcept for a. $1.o.ooo allotment. in 1949 for coutnietio11 of Giapa 

and dykes to prevent flood damage. 

Veather condition& ta the Monwaen~ grutly haapered the 

early developeient to the road system. The following is a repol't 

mde by 2.)uperintende,1't COle in 1940: 

" !)ue to a cloudburst on 5eptembet 17. during which five 

tnche e of r ain fell in thirty minutes, parts of the road between 



(Margi.Ml notes 1114de by James X. Cole on original n&nuscri9t.) 

(ae.f . pAragraph 2. pevsellftd) monument e111ployea 

( Ref . paragraph 2~ line 2 • ia-V4t'Hu•eapahUes ) 

(Ref. ~ru.graph 3) 'The hi&~Ql'Y of the development of lllOt'NSleDt r oade 

is thia. ~ 1 went to Jo8hwt Tree, I -.s authorized to improve the 

HJ..!tigs rms 9.!!11· Reaaon ..... they ttere par~ly on private. 13rtd and 

~1 gove.r~ b~ no authed.ty t.o J)W.14 roads or axpead government 

iuaa osa trivAte- luds--every odtw sectlo:l. !he exi.at.iag road& by 

virtue o.f ehe:lr long use uere ccnstdered ,WUc road& 'lnd a. such could 

be i52rged. 'there were 1iteXAlly tw11.aeda of trails 1a the m0mbllettt, 

-.my of vhteh you might have 4 bud time finding now because 1mprove4 

roads cone•atrated un. My problem vu to detemine vb:lch roads to 

improve. The nidence ta probabl~ no longer or ou.ly dillly vitible~ but 

tbe trail• made by the de.ace. rata 4114 hOfDl!t4J.teadelre docked down lntc 

washes when the gotag got roiagh. Spend!Qg money ott web reads was 

foolish so I looked and looked, by dd.v j ag a truck , unt tl l eould f i nd a 

r oad around the wa.ahea! 'lhe ~eason the monw:aent roads vtnd around ao 

aiueh wa• (ttJ:seattally delineated by t he old ay.um O:f trail.$. Of course 

we cha11ged things. Ask Les Barellfight 4'bout tbe Cottonwood waah rau. 

h\rt better act in1t it in 1ft"1ttng,. 



Old &le .. nd Cottonwood Spring were coq>letely washed out • 

.lliveraide County r oad ere\#& worked on the road f.n the Monument for 

t vo<hys 4lld hi'l'ed resident EDinera to conciaue the work. n 

Early ~ravel 

Consistent with this dev~l.opment ha., bean the ever t.ncreaaing 

use of the momament by the public s:b:ldlc:ate4 by the tr~v•l figures. 

Surtiq 111 some 21,364 visitor in 1941, aubstantial 1ncreuaes ~ve 

be:cQ reflected Uittly every yeu. with an all-time recor of over 

200 ,000 io 19'4. 

lfppre&nt ViaitO{S 

The yau- 1941 sav the '*t'd.val of the firsc off1~ial govern• 

•nt. visitor. In January of t!Wt yeu t Sen.Ato~ Cbarlea L . Mdfm:y 

of Ore30Jl who conval eaced a.t Twaotyatlte Palu for nea.rly two week• 

enjoyed an afternoon in t he Korwraeat. He waa oubpoken in his praise 

for the couerva tlon work of the ~ r k Servi ce and ~e119ed a cfes lre to 

aee Joshwi Tree Saticma.1 Monument developed. 

Dr . John c. Merriam, President Emeritua o:f the Carnegi e 

lnatUute ud Mt's . Meniaaa visited t.he Monwaant on March 1 and 2, 1941. 

Dr. Herr-f.Aa vas plonntly aurp-rbed at tbe po~albiltties of the 

Jt>nument and expressed the opiniOD that the paooraaa froa Sal tQll View 

is one of the cut&tan.cliag viewa of the world. tis Tea.ction to the 

Pinto Ba.sin vas that this aut"ioll ta 4 retlliirkable cfeaert landacape. 

Dr. Merwiam vteit,ed the a.r'U ap!ll a few months later. 

Senator '1'homta of Uta. viaitad blends in tventyaine Palms,. 

from December 16 to 21, 1941. He h4d been here befor.e and seemed quite 

favorably iuplieseed by road tmprovcmexate wide since bis pr:evt®a viait. 



(Marginal no.tea made. by J.:11l!U E. Cole on o.riginal mi.mu.script.) 

(Ref. pru:a.gt"a.ph 1) Also ask Les about summer we bad clouclhursta 

on seven consecutive weekends. >-. I recall we b&d $500 for road 

uintenanc:o that year so be od I kept the xoads open. We "both learned 

t:o be f.a.1-r gr-ader cpet'atora. ~nd we lroint~ined the ;-cads which 

otherwise we would h4ve loat. 



In In October, 1946. Dr. Loye Miller. Professor !bleritua of 

tbe Universit y of California at Los .Angel ee, arrived with t wo a ssiaunts 

to study bu4 life in the l1onuaient. 

Dr. F . W- Went of the C&U.fo:t&ia Institute of Technology >lttd 

»r. M. Wesurg.aard .of the Univeraity of Copenbfagen visited 'the Monument 

Director Olaus 3. Murie 4lnd Bxe.cut1ve Se«etary Hovard 

Zabaiser of the Wlld:ene:sa Society mdo oae oi ttief:r lllHl-1 v!sits • 

194.1. la f'ebN4ry of the same year Mr. Auel l Adams W4S eapged in 

taking ~ietures of. the Kouusaettt foT the Ouaennete. FOUA44t1on. 

ln Jrebrwlry t 1948 a i)r • It. M,. l'en&er Of Camb'tf.Gge UnJ.VetS:ity ~ 

England •bited the MonwiJent. Dr. Pemer W4!' deeply inte~ested ln. 

the Jl!tionat ktlc Stb1~!"11""'.2U ancl expreeaed ~ deai n to secure a 

c;opy for preseotat1on to the Ct.mbridge IJ.kary. 

'flte State Seu.te Intel.'im Comlltttee 01' Public laads visited the 

tow ~f J'o.$ua tne and wei:e- coruluc:.ted through th• ~t. 

Former DtTector ~ Mr&. 4. ! . De-.ray 1U.de Otte of ...,er.al 

viat:ts to the Mou.umeat in 19S2. Mr. ~· expreaaed ple&afte a~ the 

development of t1- uea. 

ot-r ilapOt't4Dt V~&ttors wGo Ude frequent. Visits to Che 

Joshua Tree lfo.Ucnal Monument vei-a,: Hr. Charles A. Ban1ell cmd Mrs. 

John Baker of the lktion&l &Jdu!to11 SGd.eJ:Y• Mta. Shel"~ Uoytce and her 

si$tor Alice t.lamtlton; Lloyd Wright,, arcbitectJ Congressman Harry Sheppard; 

Dir. Bamd Jaeger, noted na.tura.li&t;. tm4 Lloyd Miaoa Smith, o~cttor of 

the Desert ~aeum ta Palm Sprf.aga. . 
,-,, 

-44-



(K'irgin.al notes made. -by James E . Cole on o~igiO!il mu.nttscrtpt.) 

(Ref. parasraph 2) Dr. Went': first ~- interested in the germinat:icn 

of some desert seeds. Anaua.la api:iout in spring. but aeeda of sbrubs, etc. 

only sprmit in Jllidclle of swmner-ueed hot days ?.no h"t nights pl--cis mois­

ture.. Seedling eun'ival ie low OeQilUS(l! ehey need ~t:inual ~ure 

whic:h seld«:IQ oc~s. 

(Ref. pa.raguph 1) lf you t.Rmt to get 84m bUlllR' Ui this .. ""-"\) one 

-t-r1p- l aeked Dr. 1.caye Miller hcnt pack rau ude nests of e.'lcU.a ate.ma. 

lfe pre&eed bi» reply by st4ttng he '<MS flO'W Pr.ofesemr 8-ritiui. Re said 

it wa& a very 1Jimple mat.ter. l'~ek tats get it:l .freat ot a segment of 

JUl.llPift3 Ga¢~, teMed it t1Dttl it ju--mpe.d .md th.ea tile rat qui.ek:ly moved 

to oae stat. B-J l'~tiag the perf<>ramJCe anotaer cholla j~llt was added 

to the 11ea.t! 

(.Ref. paragraph 7) Mis-s-es Ha~ll and smith COQdu«ed au-to c.uavan• 

hem Coachella Valley. 



flora a.nd Fauna 

Botgx 

Over S50 s pecie of DAtive -pla.nts have been ifentif i ed 

from Joshua tree lkUonal MlmV¥ttt. . Ot' these, 60 ar;e i-arely fouod 

in Calif0l'111a. exftt>I: in the Memtrmn'l or the aeuby an:a. No equal 

area of our We$r;eni cfe.U:tw hue ~ichu l'CPl:euntatton of f:llliliea, 

01' apectes, or prodtlcee fto. ilidivtdwl.l ~lu of thaae i-eluively 

rare pluts. nui flora ia typicud of an. u.tre1a11ly a.rid covntry. Tvo 

life aottee re repre...t d. 

3,000 feet altitude contaisle auc:h plallts as ••~uite. ene.elta.. ~nd ghost 

fiowel:'a . 111 tbe Upper Soltonm Zo:u'.t 3.000 • 5 , 000 feet, are f1>und 

piDOD pine•, hlactbruah. and ~ht1ve Desert k&r. Further. tbe Monu.aeat 

te 4 ttau1t:ton ~ between tlte Col«ado l'Jeae~t and the .Moh4ve »e:sert 

so that pla\\ts char~cterietic of each desert are precent . l'or 

exa111?le: ocoti llo, border palo vude @cl b:oat-mt belong to the 

Color a do Desert , vhf.lo J'oahua Tree, cb_..bush and •aert ~riposa. a.re 

typical of the MObave. !/ 

As prwieusly taeDtioned. the area 1148 oa.e of iaterest to 

.au.ch men as ~. Philip A. aim ud Dr. Bclramd Juegear. tbeca mo 

.and others did mud~ to identify amt cl-.• the plant• of .Joabu.s. Tree 

ltattoaal MoBW'Mnt. Mra-. Sitta. M. Schenck eoll"te.cl much data. of the 

flora and falttlA of th• region. 

It was Superintendent. Jame• Col e :th.a.t &tarted the f ir&t 

herbarium ac: the fleadq~rtera of the Joshua Tree !lat iouttl ~t. 

This excellent collec tion. is otil l being \tsed by Mouun.lent peracnmel. 



(1-brg iwi.l notes made hy James &. Cole on original manuscript. ) 

(Ref. paragra ph 1 - line 15) Isn't Washiatonia ?~l~ ~rthy of 

i,nc:l usion wUh. tfd.& group? Now abcut lfolit141.'Z 

(Ref. p>U"a.gr a.ph 1) You are sure a bout t his? letter quot:e an 

uuthortty! 

(.Ref. paragraph 1) As I reeilll t:hewo is ulso an influ:;c .of plant.a 

in the ex.trer:e l:le!Bt.errl part of t'he ~t from the trGas-acua~in 1.!~\t\ge; 

poa&ibly delet.tn of 1art. of t his area h.\la elimimted the floia from 

the San le'tl.'lardino Hts. * but 1 doubt 1t. 



It waa bnger Cll.arles F. Adams Jr. who f~rs~ compiled 

a m.<1ster check lia.t of flowering pl<int9 of Joshua Tree Nat.iou.al 

Monumeiat. * 

* This ?TOJect i£ atill be.iog prepared a~ .the t.ime of tltie 

pubUca.tiOQ. 



Wildlife 

w. B. Johnaon (subsequently famous as .. Pu&ayfoot Johnson•'} 

was Indian Agent for a region which included part of Tueutynitle Palms 

oasis.. About 1909 driving ii.Crows Fried Liver Sb.sh in Pila.to Basin with 

an Ia.41.an, they jumped a ja.:k r@t>J.t. When Johuoa ruclted for btc 

gun, the 1ad14n put out a resttti.:llliltg hand .i.nd 4aked, 0 Why? '' • In 

relating this~ Jobnaoa 4dcd, "I laid utde 'm1J rifle then an.d many 

timea later was. shamed of sudt ailly irlltulee. " 

The ~t. ham sore an1-ls to "ClO~·kill" but to enjoy 

than. 4 newooaez- mf.gbt su•pec:t. l"ly tzhite explorers, rGl!el2bering 

their greedl' llttlds, reported the desert a& the ba1e of only rllttle• 

anakea -~ noxiQUS reptiles.. Thie reputa~ion tms been as enduring " 

it ta falff-. Tb:e per sqv.4re mi.le population of Ant.la in the ieaert 

is in.clee4 le58 than in Al"ea& Qf greacw r.Uafa.11.; but there is a 

defini.-t:e popul~tton both os regqrd& spedes dad tndivf.dunls. 

llow can autaals live in a land of ltt~le food and no ap .. 

p4.rent water? Fart of the expla tioa lie$ la the fac:t tha.t ;ame 

u1.mals eat. others; 4nd th.at aeai:ly £bU plants are food for somethiag. 

Givenaaitale raiu. the prl.-ut- e..td.ng animla i~eaae;. and t~ 

follmd113 Ye:Jir the C4l'aiVOll'ou& ni=ls {>toaper. thus the ke1 to th 

anlmal popul~ti~A 1& the condition of ~e f lora. Of this floru only 

~ f•w &pedu ue. not.dad by aoilallla.. Solle of the most forbidding 

plaata ue eaten. For e~le,. eer:tain pa.ck-rat• depend 011 aholla. 

c:acti; rAbbi~& eat c:reoaote; deer brmtse an yucca. 

llowft~r 7 water ta the determ~ factor . 'there is generally 

encugh food pre.~t to support a la.r~r poput~tioo thau the supply of 



avdilable water permits. The ab~licy of deeert an~ls to get along 

on the water &vailable is depeadent on several fa.c:tor& no~ r~dily 

perceived. (1) More wa.t:et' is actually present than is a~resit. 

Aside from known springs there an hidden tank& and r-ecot.e 3eeps .. 

Atso there ~e pce>ls on the tops of rocks that con.tain water for a 

month or ao dtex' rain&. And. at i>lace.s in •tream beds. UAdergrouod 

water exists. llol-ea. ma.de by eoyo.tea 1D d13gtug for au.ah watert ~e 

fteq\!a\tly observed. (2) ~ ~ls require leS'& wat:er. 1lteU: 

bif.btt.& of lif. conserve the1¥ bodily va.tei-; i.e .. they spend web cf 

their time uo.derg:i;o-.d, or Oll"C <:>£ the sun,. ed Are 'GI08t cet:lve in 

tb~ eoolut bou~s-·tlOt. Ulllike llODr4 ~r:teuced hW11an dwellers of the 

desert . (3) Certaii1l onimls get v-ater from eatiaa au.cculcmt plimta. 

(4) other .animals obtaic. needed waler tbr®gh aet&boU.e: p.~:esu; 

t.e. througb chemic4l react1oa& ln. digestion. Kangaroo rus cal\ live 

indefinitely -with no ~ter aatd cmly .dry -ed for food. 

All mm:iats of tbe ?iimument are 4Ay ~d Wild 4Dd natural. 

Therefot'•. quietne:u~ p.l.tience,. psaev•~ace and .ome luek,. are 

requind tn mieetin:g tl.14rn. ~r, the l"isbt place aa4 tl'la ~ight 

Ume depend on the habit.a of the a.ii-1 & au4 uo~ tho• of the 

vi'B'i~or . Y 

Ia April 21.. 1941 a special Jl".@Ol'~ on wtldU1e prohlems 

was released by Jose:ph S. Dbo.Q, P'ie.ld Dlologi&t for the National 

Park sercrtee. 'lhu wa$ the first pencwmt survey a111de. 

C. A,. JfA~ll of ttle Natloul Audubon Sf>ctety YiiJited the 

Monument bl Afril .. 1942 to make a eheck list ().f the birds to h found 

there. 



i 

Mrs. BliZ4betb Campbel t visited the Monument in 1946 to 

make a study of the many birds. 

Two yea.rs 16.tei' in Mc1y 4nd June of 1948 , Mr . Thompsoa of 

the Calif&rnta SUte Fish and Gune. Divisi4'Jn iaade the ft.rat; study of 

tbe $Dakes of the area. 

Colleaion:s and absenationa were •de by AldeA a. Mill.er, 

Loye Miller :u4 Vkgia.ia n. l!Siller of the University of Cii!Uorlri.a 

MtlM'UIZI of VerUbra.te ZOo1ogy upon. mGny ~eicna. 'they ri~llted the 

regian in 1945. ltso. 19Sl, "-llfot in Wovealber. 1953 UMlde the. ot.senatiQQ& 

that lad to the publie&t!OR ot a paper entitled !J!!!eeic 111::9 2.1. ~ 

Little~ !!rae:dtao HoQ1ltlJ.ina, ~1iforftta ... 

Another regular visitor of the mrnsmeat is Dr. ldlaund c. 

Jaeger. Dr. Jaeger bad done much to ~eae.e. our kttowledge of 

wildlife in 'the Momlaleut. 



Phy:si£o.l Js>:rcv~ats. 

C.S.mpground factlitie& were gradua.lly expanded ever the 

years until a total of seven were established at suitll~le places 

in the Momllmn't ... The-se 1ure all equtp1>ed Wi·t.h concre~ t~bles ~d 

fireplaces. Pit t.yp& latrt.,ne:s with open t:ops were 1rt!Jta.U.ed through .. 

cut the v.aJ:iou ¢~-ounds. One ~c Sneep Pus& ua been 

desi.~ted u o "v~P eaaip" to ac~te tht!! ta-rge orgaiiiu.tiona. 

Pr:eb.a_bly the gi-eateat siQsl• pro;Wem eollflrcmt:tng the 

service through the yars baa bffn the macter of e.cquisiti.'1n " 

priv~te lands wtthia the ext.eriol:' hound.:ttiH of the ~t:. 

Much. ~ ken ~ccomplished in actt\dring rn:tvate lanc:la dttl a.t this 

wd.~iag S(J[!jQ ae>ooo ~ea re.in in p-r-iv"ce owne.rebip .. as cc;atpared 

to au origisw.1 toi~lc:i ilipproUlately 265.ooo 1tCr•a. 'rld.s baa been. 

<J.chieved fuough tile e.or;opin.ed effort• of the field personnel aad :the 

Regioaal 4nd Wa~ttoo Off 1at11. 

A substantial amoun.t. of tax•dee4ed lands in Pinto Basin 

will probably 1'e a;cqeiwed tlU"Ollih condeftw.Uon proceedings ~ad re­

imbUHQleat: to the Stat.e o:f catU!omia. ia 19$S. It u hoped h~er 

tu~ th.a Coagreaa. will one ~ appropria.te •uffkient funds so tut 

the resQainins privu~e lmtd& my be .ac::.qutred by p~cha&th 

Ia l9SG ~ 189 Jooo auea of lands were deleted from the 

~ \Utder the, Ph1U.ptJ Bill H. R. 4116 ud ~•twrned to th• public 

4om:tin. ftese 4eleted laada were thought to ecmtain larg• dapontea 

of valuable mi~ala. Subeeqv.eat actlvitteet tn the deleud laada 

rlo l'IOt sW'.>st:attt.f;ace cilia coauation, &4 only tvo clid.ms have been 

fl.led \JP to 1954. 



(Marginal notes made by .James E. Cole on origin.al •nuscript.) 

(ltef. para.grt1.ph 3 - line 4) Ccmsresa does 4'ippropriate funds, 

allocation ta made by the W•sbingt<>n Office. 

(Ref. paragr•ph 3 - liue 3, tt-ts-h~d-however-tut··the-~• 

will·eae~d4y-cpprep~ta.to-•-ffieieat-funds-se-th~t-tne) 'the rCl'Zlo!iioing 

private hncls pr® bly m.y be acquired only by purchase 1'hen g09et'l'lm8D.t 

funo a.l"e previded. 

(ltef. po.r. gro:ph 4) But gold IU.olng ia ot e. low ebb QCJW. Whan 

gold iucreaKs iu •4lue (or collltlOdities decrease) atnil will p.ck up. 



&lo1:b.er 1mp¢rtant land transaction transpired. in 1950 

when the National Park Service aequil"ed 58 cicres o.f land includil\g 

the Twentynine P4lms Oasis by donation. Thia valuable area. played 

an important pa.rt in the pre-hf.story of this region and wao. lik~iae 

important during histol'ic times '1.S a aouree of wu.cer for e.u-ly extJlorers 

and aattlers. Ea~ly in 19S4 a 1S>dern ~atr'4Uon building waa 

uecte6 at the eaatern extremity of the 04•1& which 1a a credt~ to 

the Service as lts dealp baa ~ her.>llded v1•h eclatm by everyone. 

The 1 ae•t. roosa 1n the building waa daai~d for di play of aatul'al 

h1•tcny i»~icl.1:. and a.a 4n information. center for Monument. visi~ors .. 

The building ~ f~ lly dedic ted on; April s, 1954. wttb a crowd of 

OTe'C' 500 people in attenda~. J>r. Philip nmz. eainenC botanist and 

D1Eector of the Saa.ta Aaa .,tanic Gardea at Clarement~ ~ve tbe de.dicatioa 

&lddreaa. l'fany civic leade~s aa.d aciellci•ta were also in a.t'tendance 

and each con~ibuted appropriate remi&rb.. 1t also rurked the occaton 

when John Hilton., fa1110U• :paJ.nter o.f dellei't seen.es, cootrihut:ed an 

tuputng pa.iatil\g depictillg a "eae in Lost Borae Valley to the 

&U.onal t>uk Service. 



In~erpretive Service& 

During the u rly pedod e f t b.e Joehwi 'rr'ee National 

Monument:., all i nterpretive services were pecforaied by the Super­

inteaden~ . '?he ~ogrrun coaalstcd n:ai aly of talks to the toud.ats 

dt the Momummt. office. Ube.a the $talf became ld.J;ger aad a 

Pa:rk ilattger was 4cfded. talke s.ntre- given at tbe campaitea. 

With the. addition o the . sis to tti. lfonusaent:. a series 

of a&~ traill WU born. Jlows in adcli.ti.cm to the tt41l 4t the 

Od.eia, the Mcautllnt boliat• ff.y~ auch traU.-s; Cap Rock, the Cholla 

Gttrckm, IttcU.an Cave, klton View 8Jlc1 Indian Cove. 

Ttle outataadlllg aaiml of .Joshua Tree ta the haert N.ghorn. 

~ina the yMr many inqu1r1a are recelved about this an:tlul und 

maa.y vtaitcra a.re Jifforcled tho oppcrt unit.y of seeillg thflae mamlll!ll 

1a their natural svttOClndtnga. The viaitotr l a directed to Stubhy 

Spriag over a OH and one quarter mil e trail from the Juniper Plat 

Rqa4 ad IW.1.Y t ilze4 are su~aaful ill obaeniag sheep &lld 1n s• ttins 

good p1cturn. 

~ter baa- a.loo been made available <:it Cottonwood Spr ing for 

th.e birds and animals and the viait~s a.ad C4mpel"a enjoy the may birds 

naident. to that. area , and alao observe gray and kit fou&t bo.dger, &Jld 

Desert Bighorn. Water hae been de:velopo4 ~t Bla.ck llock Spring and 

the occa.sioDal. visitor there --. Desert Btafn:>na, deer and quaU in 

tb.a.t 4~ea. 

I.ta addi~ion to 411 of thta two fine trail• edat over vh1eh 

vie.itortt my viait desert oases, aw:h as F~ty-nine Pa.:tma lUld Lost 

Palms Ca nyon. 



(Kuain.al notes made by Janes E. Cole on origina.l manuscxipt. ) 

(Ref. P4t"agraph 2 ~ line 2, ltetra.) established 

(Ref. par.a.graph 3 - line 6,, th.lea) 

(Ref. paragraph 4 - liue l) To my kiaowledg:e water aluny• has been 

availa~le at CottoAWood Spring. 

r-- r- t• : .. ,. ~ J· ·. 
I • ' . . · ... .. , j 



MiacellaneoQS 

Fir ea 

the grea~at fire less in the higcory of the Houuam~ waa 

experieuced June 23, 1948 when .flames r~a.~ the 49 Palu Oasia. 

Although the fire encQ111pasaed little more tun an acre, uo gi:uter 

daage c:ould tw.v4 t'eaulted fTOD 4 fire s'1'Veral time• th.a~ size in ariy 

other portion of the rtoaumeat. Jorty-fot.lr of the la~ge. Wa.slf.agt®ia 

p&ltna were attJ."Oly ~8Ulllll4. •~pt fer th.ctr trunks, ais qrc 

partially burned a.nd only three wece wtouc:hed. 

Thia fin ~ foupl: by WMi.ontll Park Sfenice, StaUl Diviaioa 

of Forestry c!nd voluat«H pera&nM.l. two teen-age boys picked up 

near the fire admf.teed their !'lilt. * 
Attention was gives\ at aa early 6J.t.e ~o che prottetio'll of 

the vegetative cover ft.-oat fire; al.nae the hotaaical dbpl~y waa con-­

sidered te ~e no equal in the high deaert ~r.ata o-f Sou;tluml 

Califomi.a. la fact the whole .area ta trttly a ugatf::lcent plant 

sanctuary. 

Begt.mdug ta 1942 Fire Control Aida vel'e assigned to duty 

during the haiar.dova part of 1:he 8U1aillll!r seaaoa. ffa.Qy small ff.res 

have oc:cured:. hut acne of major tn:oporttona excep.t the ome aient:f.01ted 

above ~a4 anoth« ia July of 1942. Approxtma.tely l&S a.ere$ were 

burned ovu a.t tlte: veatern elttremtty of Lost BM:ae Val16y mt SouUtern 

Paci.fie kiU'oada lancla. 'Dtia ff.re was mn• cauaed and uafottunately 

was reav=sible few the death of Road F~e.n Pete &m:.t,.. who •uc­
cumhed to a.cute pulmoAllrY edema. wbUe Sttpprea&ing it. 



(Marginal notes mde by .Jamee E. Cole on origina.l IDQD\lscript.) 

(Ref. par•~.graph 4 - line 6, was) doubtlesaly 

\ 



Death CUused by Shooting 

The shooting a.nd killing of Worth Basley. Monument rea.ident 

l~ndowner ~ by hi& neighbor. flilli4m. F. Keys, on &y 11 , 1943 caused 

uruch agitation iu the mimument a1:1ea. Mr . Keys w"-& held on: .;l zwrder 

cowplilnt .md the case WAS handled by Riverside Cou.nty ~utlwrities. 

Mr. Keys atated tb.4t be ~ gone to Ma well to pW1$p W4ter. 

Somethina went woag ~ith the magnato a.41 he •• retuning nome to 

get & new one. He .sav Bagley com:tas towa.rd bili:l over the rise ia the 

h.il l , cntd Bagley fired u. shot at biln. !Wys got his rifle fa;om bis 

car and fired thr:ee shots. The firat; oae struck Bagley in tbe gun 

arm. When the third shot was fired Bagley fell. Keya tr.old the 

offieers tha.t he did not go to the body. 

After the ahootiag he wen~ to hie well. replaced the old 

ugneto and pumped vater for two houra. 'then he wnt to bu home,, 

got something to eat aud went t.o Twentynine Palu 41ld a~va ldaself 

up to Jua~1~ of che ~ ~a M. Poate. 

Mr . Keys said thllt. there we-re ao worda spoltea before the 

shooting atarted.. Be tilao ata-ted th~t tho reason. he did oot go to 

the body of t.h.s dead ma.n was tba.t he ''wae afraid be was aot dead 

and woutd start ahootlag. i t 

Attorneys for Keya dl.lt"iog the lengthy trial were ~aul 

B.-u:ka~le o•orr and Thomas aeynolds of Los Angeles. 

The jury returned a verdict of manal.ttughter . Motion for a. 

new trial was made and a hea11tag held oa August 3, 1943. Motion was 

deai.ed an4 the defendant ws sentenced to Sau Quend.n penite:atiary 

by Staperi.Or Judge G. R. Freeman . 

Mrs . Xeya' ca.ae w<1s taken by writer Earl Stanley Gardenei-
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(lhrgiaa.l notes mt:lde by James E. Cole ou original manuscript.) 

(Ref. para.graph 2. - line 3, get a new one} across the c01mer of 

Bagley 1 s property on a trail he had been warned oot to use. 
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and other members of the now famous "Cou.rt of Last l\e.sort. " lt 

was proven that UtOst. of the evi&!ace produced e.gains.t Mr . Keya was 

circumatanti.41. Mr . Xeys was paroled boat Sau Quentin. after serving 

a.early five. years of a rt1ne year senteacc and is now b4ck at Ma 

home in the Mollwneat . 

:tr-4ffM. Deaths 

the fir•t per80G killed in the Mt2nument hy n-aff1c accickmt 

dter uctive adldaiattat.ioa by the 5Gt1oul hi:k Servi.ce -s a 

young girl. Carol Anne Pr::ivatt, s.ge nine, wa& killed en November 

l, 1952 when she fell out of her father>s pick•up truck whil4 traversing 

the Pint.o tt.a.ia Road. 

Qi .June 21, 1954, Sgt. John A.. WiGS. United States Marine. 

Corps , was kil 1.ed wb.en the ~ in which he was a p.usenge~ foiled 

to negotiate 4 turn uar Suakeye Sprias and ewer-turned. 

Air Cr&slt 

OQ .July 4 7 1944, eigb~ 8*\ Hre killed in a mid-air 

colltsioo c£ tve Liber4tor bombers . Seven um bailed out of one 

of the cr ippled planes , the ptl~t &ad co .. pilot havtog laadecl it at 

the Pa.lea Spriegs AtrMse. The p11et of the other plane wu the 

c9ly survivor of that ship. 

Meidy 

Ga October 27. 1954. two siS"tsa, Eda& and Cl.-a Walsh 

cQlllDittecl suicide near the ~th l:loun.&u:'Y by use of carbon-llllOllGX1de 

gas from their automobile. 
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(Marginal rt-etes made by J&lleS E. Cole on original munuscri-pt.) 

(Ref. paragraph 5) Pete Mahut? 



PubUC4tions 

The Augua~ 1954 issue of Le Vie dol Hondo, printed in 

" 
l 

Milan, Italy, con~ined an article oa Joshua Tree HatiOIWl ~nt 

written by W. Egbert Schenck and Sa.muel A. ling. 

, 
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