










































































































































































{Marginal notes wade by James E. Cole on origimal manuscript.)

{(Ref. paragmaph 1 - lime 6) Bill's raunch never produced any

produce, so far as I can tell.
{Ref. paragraph 2 -~ lime 5, Ketcham) a faithful monument employee

during World War II
{Ref. parvagraph 2 ~ lime 9, Underhill} and newspaper?

{Ref. paragraph 3,~ line 4) unofficial?



the Gold Park iotel was taken over by the Twentynine Palms Ian Corp-
oration, Shaffer wes succeeded by Frupk Bagley and the pestoffice
was moved to the Plaza, at which time Mr. and Mrs. Clovis Benito,
early homesteaders in the Hopument, were carryiog the mail. Daily
mail started in 1931.

About another early settler, ¥Mrs. Spell velates:

“among others coming in 1927 was Frank Bagley im search
of health. He built a garage, in which the family lived
after joinimg him & year later. Part of this gurage was
used for a small grocery store and thus was ocur first
grocery store established. Previcus te that the Golé Park
Hotel, which had been by then moved from Utah Trail west
of the Ousis where it uvow stands as the Twentynine Paims
Inn, had stocked & suall supply of staples for sale.

The Bagley store szoon becume a busy place for Framk handled
supplies of every kind for the needs of the miners and
homesteaders, from dynamite to diapers. If the wanted article
was not onhand it was ordered for the next load from

town. It was surprising what a number of activities

could be housed in this small building. In addition to

her home and store dutles, Mrs. Bagley found time to
install 2 small branch of the county library, which then
replaced the swall lending library Framkie Roberts had
maintained at the Twentynine Palms Inm and which had to

be discontinued due to the fallure of borrowers to veturn
the books lended to thewm., Mrs. Bagley later served as
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{(Marginal notes made by Jumes E. Cole on origiual manuscript.)

{Ref. paragraph:2) wno indention
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clerk of the school board, a task fraught with many

difficulties. A gasoline pump was scon intsalled and

a service station thenm in copetfation.

“"Thus was the Plsza business center inaugurated.

Later, when the postoffice was moved there, it was

busier than ever. HNo matter how busy, Helem and Framk

always found time to listen to the difficulties of other and

lend 2 helping hand where pessible.” 6/

After Framk Bagley drilled his well and a tankhouse was
erected on the hill, the Plaza became a more popular place thun ever.
The tankhouse was simultaineously used as a “ecity hall", bathhouse
and barber shop with smiling Johmny Keys presiding over the barber chair.
Public notices were posted therein; a wedding later actually staged
in front of it when Justice of the Peace lLouie Jacobs performed
the ceremony uwniting in marviage Harry Godwin and Jean Harmon.
Later on this building was moved to ancther location where it now
serves as living gquarters.

By 1928 the number of childrem had imcreased so that a
regular school! building was built at the cormer of Utah Trail amd
Two Mile Road, on a site donated by Mr. and Mre. Campbell. The
school was built and financed by the homesteaders. In November
of 1928 the school was opened with Mrs. Hammond as first teacher.
In 1929 the schoeol enrollment was twelve. However, the number of
pupils steadily increuased due te the constant influx of homesteaders.
Sunday School and Church services were also held in the schoolhouse

under the supervision of Mr. and Mrs. William Carle, other early day
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(Marginal notes made by Jumes E. Cole om original manuscript.)

(Ref. paragraph 3 - line 5) (lager-aectualily) was

(Ref. paragraph 3 - lipe 8) (te-aneother-ieecation)

(Ref. paragraph 4 - line 4) (buile) f{financed (fimanced) erected
(In-Hovember) The school opened in November

(Ref. parsgraph 4 - line 5) (was-epened)

(Ref. paragraph 4 - line 6) (Hewever)

(Ref. paragraph 4 - line 9) (Mr.) Rev? Ne was an ordained
minister, as I recall.

{Ref. paragraph 4 ~ line 9, sther) another



homesteaders. The Saturday mnight dances were held there alse.
It was the duty of the late damncers to clean the premises in readiness
for the next moraning's services.

In the 1930s there was a flurry of mining activity in the
mouument due te the depression of those years. No mine resulted that

has continued to operate.



{Marginal notes made by James E. Cole on original manuscript.)
(Ref. paragraph 1 - line 1) homesteaders

(Ref. paragraph 1 - line 2) Throw cut the bottles, I presume.
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The Establishment of Joshua Tree Hatiomal Monument

Among the homesteaders of the 1920s and their friends
and vigitors were many who quickly perceived the unusual character
of this region. Discussions and plans for the protection of the area
resulted. Thisg intereat and agitation preoduced the passage of bills
by both houses of the Califormia Legislature creating a4 State Park.
This was never signed by the then Governor, James Rolph, Jr., largely
because Mrs. Sherman Hoyt intervenmed with the plea that time be
given for the Federal Govermment to act im establishing &4 matiomal
monument.

Mra, Hoyte was the wife of Albert Sherman Hoyte, of
Hew York, a physician and fimancier. She lived in Pasadena,
California. Mrs. Hoyte early learned the beauties of the desert,
its peace and restfulness, and it became one of her main interests
through the years. As she saw the plant life being carried awsy
in truck loads she became conservatiom-minded., It was frem a long
e bt Tk Rk dnact W, At iedidn oo caiistin S 1
preservation of the desert faums and flora. In the 1920s she
organized the Internstional Desert Comservation League of which she
remained president to the day of her desth im 1945.

Mrs. Hoyte was passionately fond of the Twentynine Palms
region; and her vigorous advacacy of its protection was a major
factor in the creation of the monumént. She devoted time, thought
and money :h the project. She kept interest alive, and secured the
assistance of able and influential pecple. She inspired the
production of descriptive articles (NHetably ome on botunical



resources by Br. Philip A. Mungz). She got together albums of
pictures and exhibits.

With all this she demonstrated to proper authorities the
desirability of preserving this remarkably characteristic desert
region for the enlightenment and enjovment of generatiom to coume.
While historically the vonument wse not of great interest, with the
exception of the Tuentynive Palms Oasis (added im 1950), it was
recognized in Washimgton, that as & sclentific exhibit it was
cutstanding and that aesthetically it offered a wide variety of
unique natural features. Time has endorsed this recognition. The
influx of population into the desert has ewphasized the need for
protection. And the scenic attrzctions have enjoyed 4 tremendous
increase in popularity with each passing year. No one could have
predicted in 1930 this great inmcrease in popularity and peopulation.
Starting in 1941 with a few thousand visitors, the monument attracted
over 260,000 visitors in 1954.

The end result of Mrs. Hoyte's efforts was an Executive
Order dated October 25, 1933, withdrawing from entry approximately
1,136,000 acues of Federal Land in Riverside and Sam Berrardino
Counties, California. Then ou August 10, 1936 a Presidential
Proclamation established a Joshua Tree National Monument of
838,258 acres. On September 25, 1950 Congress revised the boundaxies
of the monument reducing it to a gross acreage of 557,934, 1/

Organized efforts to reopen the preserve to mining
activities were launched in September, 1945, when a Riverside County
Chamber of Mines was organized. Elmer Dunn was chairman. The
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(Marginal notes made by James E. Cole on original manuscript.)

(Ref. paragraph 1) Also tock an exhibit of desert plamts to
a horticultural exhibition in Emngland (Irew? Gardems, I believe)
at her own expéunse.

(Raf. paragraph 2) Newton Drury, theu director, wus not im
favor of it. e was still more intervested im Borego State Fark
uhick he helped establish. JINM was another u:d desert park.
Better mnot put this in your report--but you may be interested.

(Ref. parag:aph 2 - line 8, endorsed) 7

(Ref. paragraph 2 - lime 9, has)

(Ref. pavagraph 2 - lime 10, the) {(emjosved) induced?
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final reduction of acreage was largely the result of agitation
and arguments sponsored by the Wasterm Mining Council and allied
interests. They insisted that much of the ares: included in the
eastern and northern portions of the Monuwent contained valuasble
minerals that should be made available to the wmining fratermity.
With passage of the Phillips Biil im 1950 some 289,000
acreg were deleted and returned to the public domain, since these
portions contained the only sreas where wminerals in commercial
quantities might be developed. However, there has been relatively
little mining activity in the deleted portioms through 1954.
Alwost the day President Truman signed the Philidps Bill,
loopiag off a portion of the Monument, National Park Service officizls
announced addition to the Nonument of famed Twentynine Palms
Qasie itself.
The group of native Washingtonmia filifera paima for which
the town was named and 58 acres of land immediately surrounding
it were given to Joshua Monument by the Twentynine Palms Corporation.
Principal stockhelders in the corperation were Mrs. Helem Faries,
H. G. Johmsing, C. G. FitzGerald and Mrs. W. A. Kingston.
Enactment of the Phillips Bill was expected to end the
long battle between wmining groups and the Park Service, both sides
expressing themselves as satisfied with the compromise. However,
a propesal te open the entire Monument to prospecting and mining
was again reised early in 1954, again as a result of agitation by
the Western Miming Council. This group was instrumental im haviag
a4 resolution adopted by the Riverside County Board of Superviscrs
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(Marginal notes made by James E. Cole on original manuscript).

(Ref. paragraph 2Z) Has the Kaiger iron mines folded up?
Actually, but you would have to be diplomitic to record the fucts,
Congressman Sheppard's imterest in the Fentana Irom processing plant was
the prime-motivation. He wanted irom ore frowm the Eagle Mins and didn't
want monument status of lands adioining the patented mines to interfere.

The war was algo an influence.

{Ref. paragraph 4 -~ line 3, Jeshua-Meonument) the Pederal Govermment
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proposing that the mining laws of the United States be extended
to Joshua Tree National Monument. In July of the same year the
Mining Council emdeavored to influence the San Bermardino
County Board of Supervisors to mske an identical resolution,
The Board rejected the proposal by unanimous vote.

The U. 5. Bureau of Mines, the U. S. Geological Survey
and the Atowmic Energy Commission have corrcborated the findings
of a previous intemsive investigatien mude by the former Division
of Investigations, General Land Office, the Natiomal Park Service.
The report stated in part:

¥...baged upon the evidence and recommendations

submitted in the survey reports, Joshus Tree National

Menument as reduced by the actoof September 25, 1950,

is of primary importance for National Nomument purposes,

and that the mimeral values remaining therein are of

little significance...”



(Marginal notes made by James E. Cole on original manmuseript.)
(Ref. paragvaph 2) citations here are important
(Ref. pazragraph 3) wno indention. This statement is of great
importance in that it documents the opinion of other Federal
Agencies. Preservation of the monument is substamtially
strengthened against minority groups interests by the pﬂsitm
taken by these agencies.
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rl tration

Headquarters for Joshua Tree Hational Monument was estab-
1ished im Twentynine Palms om September 19, 1940, under the general
supervision of Coordimating Superintendent Laurence Merrviam of
Yosemite Natiomal Park. The first superintendent for leocal admin-
istration was James E. Cole who entered on duty September 19, 1548,

local support for the establishment of the monument was
met by mixed reactions at the outset on account of Service policies
and the enforcement of applicable rules and regulations. Some of
the local people were quite perturbed on account of the regulation
prohibiting the removal of wood from the monument for fuel. Another
complaint was the rule prohibitimg mining and prospecting. The latter
complaint was to be heard meny times from the mining frateruity and
Yold time" prospectors. It was still a controversial subject a8 late
as 1954.

A propoaal to comstruct a road through the Fomument
between Indic and Twentynine Palms wse advocated as early as October
1940 by the Chambers of Commerce of both cities.

4gain in 1953 the Coachella Valley Advisory Plamaing
Commiisgion of Indio proposed that the road be constructed via the
"Blue Cut”. This proposal was rejected by the Park Service om the
ground that such develeopment was not contemplated in the Master Planm
Pevelopment for Joshus Tree National Momument. Furthermore, such 4
road would largely duplicate the existing road through Pinte Basin
which is & year-around route on good gradient.



(Marginal notes made by Jumes E. Cole on original manuscript.)
{Ref. paragraph &) As i recall, the Blue Cut rouad was considered
impracticable because of the expense of comstruction and maintenance.

Of course, I have ne knowledge of what happened in 1953.
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it should be pointed out here that much was accomplished by
Superintendent Cole during his administration to reconcile the
conflicting iuterests of local people in thelr attitude towaxd the
monument and the National Park Service.

Superintendent Cole was called te theonleors by the
United States Army om Uctober 30, 1942 and was replaced by Walter
G. Atwell. M. Atwell served uﬁtill Decembey &, 1942, when he was
replaced by Duane Jacobs who served as Acting Superintendent wmtil
December 2, 1943, when he was called to service with the United
States Navy. Mr. Walter E. Ketchum succeeded Mr. Jacobs as Acting
Superintendent until he was relieved by Superinteadent Frank CGivens
whe served until March 5, 1944. Mr. Givens was replaced by Super-
intendent James Cole om May 6, 1944 om the latter's return from
military service. Mr. Cole was again replaced by Mr.Givens on
March 4, 1947 apd the latter served as Superintendent until
replaced by Superintendent Samuel King em dpril 12, 1933.

The first Park Ranger appointed was Harold §. Hildreth
who served from January 20, 1941 to July 19, 1941, when he resignad.
Hext came Jobhm W. Strstton who served as Clerk-Ramger from lctober
1, 1961 to Merch 12, 1942, when he was called to military service.
He returned after the war to serve from May 9, 1946 to Hovember 11,
1948 in the same capacity.

Hesmel L. Earvenfight succeeded Mr. Stratton om April 1,
1942 and served until August 13, 1942, vhen ke was called to the
colors. Walter E. Mun replaced Mr. Baremfight as Clerk-Ranger
and served from October 5, 1942 to August &4, 1945, when the latter



(Marginal notes made by James E. Cole om original manuscript.)
(Ref. paragraph 2, was-called-te-the-celers) enlisted in \j!'hanks]

Atwell just held down the fort until Duane could get away from Yosemite.
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returned from the service om August 6. Ranger Earenfight was
subsequently promoted to the position of Supervisory Ranger, which
position he hoids today.

The persomnel roster in the appendix shows all personnel
who have served im various capacities from inceptiom of active
administration to date. However it should be recognized that
Robert Lake who tramsferred to Joshua Tree Hational Monument from
Yogemite National Park on March 1, 1941, as equipment operatey, did
a tremendous job in the early development of the road system. He
was in turn replaced by Alva Commor, Mized Gang Foremsn, who has
carried on the maintenance program in an admirvable manmer.
Roads and Trails

The development of the roud system was initiated early im
1941 with the appointment of Robert 8. Lake as Grader Operator. The
program thus initiated has progressed with remarkable results through
the years, culminating in a road system comprising some 93 miles.
Of this total some 75 miles are dust palliative treated and the
reszinder is gravel. A rather remarkable achievement inm view of
the fact that it has been accomplished with musintenance funds,
except for a $10,000 allotment in 1949 for comstruction of disps
and dykes to prevent flood damage.

Weather conditions in the Monument greatly hampered the
early development to the road system. The following is a report
made by Superintendent Ceole in 1940:

“Pbue to a cloudburst on September 17, during which five
inches of rain feil in thirty minutes, parts of the voad between
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{Marginal notes made by James E. Cole on original munuscript.)

(Ref. paragraph 2, pevsemmel) momument employees

{Ref. paragraph 2, line 2, ém-vardous-capeieties)

(Ref. paragraph 3) The history of the development of monument roads
is this. When I went to Joshua Tree, I was authorized to improve the
existing rosds only. Reasow--they were partly on private land and
Federal govermment had no authority to build roads or expend government
funds on private lands--every other section. The existing roads by
virtue of their long use were considered public roads and ag such could
be jmproved. There were literally hundreds of trails in the monument,
many of which you might have & hard time finding new because improved
roads concentrated use, My problem was to determine which roads te
iaprove. The evidence is probably mo losgsr or only dimly visible, but
the trails made by the desert rats and homesteaders ducked dowm into
washes when the going got rough. Spending woney om wash roads was
foolish so I looked and locked, by driving a truck, umtil I could find a
road around the washes! The reason the monument roads wind around so
much wag essentially delineated by the old aystem of trails. Of course
we changed things. Ask Les Earemfight about the Cottomwood wasgh road,

but better not put it im writing.
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Old Dale and Cottonwcod Spring were completely washed out.
Riverside County road crews worked om the road in the Monument for
twodays and hired resident miners to comtinue the work."”
Early travel

Consistent with this developwent has been the ever increasing
use of the wemument by the public asindicated by the travel figures.
Starting with some 27,364 visitors im 1941, substantial incresses have
been reflected mearly every year, with am all-time record of owver
200,000 in 1954,
Important Visitors

The year 1941 saw the arrival of the first official goverm-
ment visitor. In January of that year, Senator Charles L. McNary
of Oregon who coovalesced at Twentynine Palms for nearly two weeks
enjoyed an afternoon in the Monument. He was ocutspoken in his praise
for the comservation work of the Park Service and expressed a desire to
see Joshua Tree National Monument developed.

Pr. Johm G. Merriam, President Emeritus of the Carnegie
Institute and Mrs. Merriam visited the Monument on March 1 amd 2, 1941.
Dr. Merriam was pleasantly surprised at the possibilities of the
Monument and expressed the apmén that the panorama from Salton View
is one of the outstunding views of the world. His reaction to the
Pinto Basin was that this section is a vemarkable desert landscape.
Dr. Merriam visited the ares again a few wonths later.

Senator Thomas of Utah visited friends in Twentyuine Palgg,
from December 16 to 21, 1941. He had been here before and seemed quite
favorably impressed by road improvements made since his previocus visit.

~41-
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(Marginal notes made by James E. Cole on oxigimal munuscript.)

(Ref. paragraph 1) Alsc ask Les about summer we had cloudbursts
on seven cousecutive weekends. As I recail we had $500 for road
maintenance that year so he and I kept the roads open. We both learned
to be fauir gradexr opevators, end we salutuined the roads which

otherwise we would have lost.
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In In October, 1946, Dr. Loye Miller, Professor Emeritus of
the University of California at Los Angel es, arrivaa with two agsistants
to study bird life in the Momument.

br. F. W, Went of the Califormia Imskitute of Technology and
Dr., M. Westergsard of the University of Copenhagen visited the Monument
on November 25, 1946.

Pirecter Qlaus J. Murie and Executive Secretary Howard
Zohniser of the lildermess Society mude one of their meny visits in
1947. 1In February of the same year Mr. Ansell Adums was engsged in
taking pictures of the Momument for the fuggembheim Foundation.

In February, 1948, Br. H. M. Penser of Cambridge University,
England visited the Monument. Ur. Penzer was deeply interested in

y and expressed & desirve to secure a

copy for presentation to the Cambridge Library.

The State Senmate Interim Committee on Public lands visited the
 Monumemt on November 30, 1950. The committee was composed of three
Senators, one Assemblyman and thedir assistants. They were met at the
town of Joshua Tree and were conducted through the Monument.

Former Director and Mrs. A. E. Demaray made one of several
visits to the Monument inm 1952. Mr. Demaray expressed pleasure at the
development of the area. |

Other important visitors who made frequent visits to the
Joshua Tree Naticnal Mounuwment were: Mr. Charles A. Harwell and Mrs.
John Baker of the National Audubon Society; Mrs. Sherman Hoyte and her
sister Alice Hamilton; Lloyd Wright, architect; Congressman Harry Sheppard;
Dr. Bdmund Jaeger, noted naturalist; and Lloyd Mason Smith, currator of

mmxmmmhmw./
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{Marginal notes made by Janes E. Cole om origimal manuscript.)

(Ref. paragraph 2) Dr. Went first became interested in the germination
of some desert seeds. Annuals sprout in spring, but seeds of shrubs, etc.
only sprout in middle of summer--meed hot days and hot nights plus mois-
ture. Seedling survival is low beguuse they need contisusl moisture
which seldom occurs.

{Ref. pavapraph 1) If you want to get some humor in this--Os cne
trip I asked Dr. Laye Hiller how pack rats made nests of cholls stems.

He prefaced his reply by stating bhe was now Professor Bmeritus. He szid
it was & very simple matter. Pack rats get in front of & segment of
jumping cactus, teaszed it umtil it juwped and them the rai quickly woved
to one side. By repeating the performance another cholla jeint was added
to the nest!

(Ref. paragraph 7) Misses Harwell amnd Smith conducted aute caravans
from Coachella Valley.
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Flora and Fauna

Botany

Over 550 species of mative plants have been Hentified
from Joghua Tree National Monument. Of these, 60 are rarely found
in California except in the Monument or the nearby area. No equal
area of our Western deserts has a richer representation of families,
or species, or produces finer individual examples of these relatively
rare plants. The flora is typical of am extremely arid country. Two
iife sones are represented. The Lower Sonoran, ramging from 0 to
3,000 feet altitude contains such plants as mesquite, encelia, snd ghost
flowers. In the Upper Scmoran Zone, 3,000 - 5,000 feet, are found
pinon pines, blackbrush, and Mohave Desert Star. Further, the Monument
is a transition ares between the Colorade Desert and the Mohave Desert
so that plants charvacteristic of each desert are present. For
example: ocotillo, border palo verde and frost-mat belong to the
Colorado Desert, while Jogshua Tree, cheesebush and desert mariposa are
typical of the Mobave. 1/

As previcusly mentiomed, the area was one of interest to
such men as Dr. Philip A. Mune and Pr. Edmund Jaeger. These men
and others did much to identify and class the plants of Joshua Tres
Natiomal Momument. Mrs. Sara M. Schenck collected much data of the
flora and fauna of the region.

It wag Superintendent James Cole that started the first
herbarium at the Headquarters of the Joshuz Tree Hatiomal Monument.
This excellent collection is still being used by Homment personnel.
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(Marginal notes made by James E. Cole on original manuscript.)

{Ref. paragraph 1 - line 15) Isn't Washiatonis Palm werthy of
inclusion with this group? How about Holima?

{Ref. paragraph 1) You are sure about this? Better quote an
authority!

{Ref. paragraph 1) A4s I recall there is also am influx of plants
in the extreme western part of the monument from the trans-mountain range;
possibly deletion of part of this aves has eliminated the fiexa from

the San Bersardino Mis., but I doubt it.



It was Ranger Charles F. Adams Jr. vho first compiled
a master check list of flowering plants ¢f Joshua Tree Natioumal

Monument. *

* This project is still being prepared at the tiwme of this
publication.



dildlife
W. B. Johnsen (subsequently famous ss “Pussyfoot Johascn')

wag Indiun Agent for a region which included part of Twentynine Palms
Ossis. About 1909 driving across Fried Liver Wash in Pimto Basin with
an Indian, they jumped a jack rabbit. When Johmson reached for his
gun, the Imdian put cut a4 restraining hand and asked,"Why!". Ian
relating this, Johnsom added, "I laid aside my rifle then and many
times later was ashamed of such a silly impulse.”

The Monument has wore animals to “"not~-kill" but to emjoy
than & newcomer might suspect. Early white explorers, remembering
their gresner lands, reported the degert as the home of only rattle-
snakea and noxicus reptiles. This reputation has been as enduring as
it is false. The per square mile population of animals in the desert
is indeed less thanm in areas of greater rainfall; but there is a
definite population both as regards species and individuais.

How can animals live im a land of little food and no ap~
parent water? Part of the explanation lies in the fact that come.
animals eat others; and that neayly all plants are food for something.
Givensmuitable rains, the plant-eating animals increase; and the
following year the carnivorous animals presper. Thus tlis key to th
animal population is the condition of the flora. Of this flors only
a few species are avoided by animals. Some of the most forbidding
plants are eaten. For exapmle, certaim pack-rats depend en cholla
cacti; rabbits eat creosote; deer browse on yucca.

However, water is the determiming factor. There is generaily
encugh food presemt to support a larvger population than the supply of

&5



available water permits. The sbility of desert animals to get along
on the water available is dependent on merél factors not resdily
perceived. (1) More water is actually presemt tham is appurent.
Aside from known springs there are hidden tanks and remcte seeps.
Also there sre pocls on the tops of rocks that contain water for a
month or so sfter rains. And, at plsces in stream beds, underground
water sxists. Holes, made by coyotes im digging for such water, are
frequently cbserved. (2) Desert awimals require less water. Their
habits of life conserve their bodily water; i.e. they spend much of
their time underground, or out ¢f the sun, and are most active in
the coolest hourg--sot unlike some experienced human dwellexs of the
.daaart. {3) Certain animals get water from eatiog succulent plants.
(4) Other animals obtain nesded water thromgh metabelic processes;
i.e. through chemical reactious in digestion. Xangarco rats can live
indefinitely with no water and only dry seed for food.

All munmals of the Monument are shy and wild and natural,
Therefore, quietness, patience, perseverance and gsome luck, are
requived in meeting them. Remember, the right place and the right
time depend on the habits of the animals and not those of the
visitor. 1/

In April 21, 1941 a special veport on wildlife problems
was reieased by Joseph S. Dixon, Field Riclogist for the Nationmal
Park Service. This was the first goverument survey made.

C. A. Harwell of the National Audubon Society visited the
Monument in April, 1942 to make a check list of the birds te be found
there.
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Mrs. Elizabeth Campbell visited the Monument in 1946 to
make a study of the many birds.

Twoe years lateyr in May and June of 1948, Mr. Thompson of
the California State Fish and Game Divisiou made the first study of
the smakes of the area.

Collections and observations were made by Alden H. Hilier,
loye Miller and Virginia D. Mitller of the University of Galifornia
Museum of Vertibrate Zoology upon many occasicone. They viedted the
region in 1945, 1950, 1951, and in Hovewber, 1953 made the observations
that led to the publication of a paper entitled Endemic Birds of the

Another rvegular visitor of the comment is Dr. Edmmd C.
Jaeger, Dr. Jaeger had done much to increase our knowledge of
wildlife in the Honument.
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Campground facilities were gradually expanded over the
vears until a total of seven were established at suitable places
in the Monument. These ave all equipped with concrete tubles and
firveplaces. Pit type latrines with open tops were installed through-
out the various campgrounds. One areaat Sheep Pass has been
designated as a “group camp” to acconmodate the large organizations.

Probably the grestest single problem confronting the
Service through the years has been the mutter of acquisition of
private lands within the exterior boundaries of the Momusent.

Huch hus been accomplished in scquiving private lands satil at this
writing some 80,000 scres vemain in privite eunez;hip, ag ccapared
to an oviginal totalof approximately 265,000 acres. This has been
achieved through the compined efforts of the field personnel and the
Regional and Washington Offices.

A substantial amount of tax-deeded lands in Pimto Basin
will probably be acquired through condemnution proceedings and re-
imbursementto the State of Califormia im 1955. It is hoped however
that the Congress will ome day appropriate sufficient fumds so that
the remaining private lands may be scqguired by purchase.

In 1950 some 289,000 acres of lands were deleted from the
Monument under the Philipe Bill H. B. 4116 and retursed to the public
domain. These deleted lands were thought to contain large deposites
of valuable minerals. Subsequent activities in the deleted launds
do not substantiate this contention, as only twe claime have been
filed up to 1934,
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(Marginal notes made by James E. Cole on coriginal manuscript.)

(Ref. parvagraph 3 - line 4) Congress dees appropriate funds,
allocation is made by the Washington Office.

(Ref. paragraph 3 - line 3, ¥t-is-heped-however-that-the-Eongress
witl-one~day-uppropriate-sufficient- funds-se-that-the) The remsiming
private lands probably wmay be acquired ouly by purchase when government
funds are previded.

(Ref. paragraph 4) But gold mining is at ¢« low ¢bb mow. VWhen
gold increases in value (or commodities decrease) mining will gek up.
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Another importsnt land transaction tramspired ia 1950 "
when the National Park Sexvice acquired 58 acres of land including
the Twentynine Palms Oasis by donation. This valuable area played
an important part im the pre-history of this region and was likewise
important during historic times ss & source of water for early explorers
and settlers. Barly im 1954 a modern administration building was
erected at the eastern extremity of the Oasis which is a credit to
the Service as its design hus been heralded with acclaim by everyoue.
The largest room in the building was designated for display of matural
history muterials and as an information center for Momument visitors.
The building was formally dedicated on April 8, 1954, with a crowd of
over 500 people im attendsnce. Dr. Philip Mumz, eminent botanist and
Pirector of the Sunta 4Ana Botanic CGavrden at Clavement, geve the dedication

address. Many civic leaders and scientists were alsc in attendance )
and each comtributed appropriate remurks. It also marked the occasion
when John Hilton, famous painter of desert scenes, contributed an
inspi¥ing paianting depicting a scene in Lost Horse Valley to the
National Park Service.
o~
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I ive

During the early period of the Joshua Tree Natiomal
Monument, all interpretive services were pepforued by the Super~
intendent. The program cousisted mainly of talks to the tourists
at the Momument office. When the staff became larger and a
Park Ranger was added, talke were givem at the campsites.

With the addition of the Oasis to the Monument, & series
of nature trails was borm. Now, in addition to the trail ai the
Cagis, the Monument boasts five such traiis: Cap Rock, the Chella
Garden, Indian Cave, Sslton View and Indian Cove.

The cutstanding animal of Joshua Tree is the Desert Bighorn.
uring the year many inquiries are recelved about this animal and
many vigitors are afforded the opportunity of seeing these mammals
in their natural surroundings. The visitor is directed to Stubby
Spring over & one and one quarter mile trail from the Juniper Flat
Road and many times are successful in observing sheep and in getting
good pictures.

Water has alsc been made available at Cottonwood Spriung for
the birds and animals and the visitors and campers enjoy the many bivds
resident to that area, and also observe gray and kit foxes, badger, and
Desert Bighorn. Water has beem develeoped at Black Rock Spring and
the occasional visitor there sees Desert Bighornm, deer and quail in
that area.

In addition to all of this two fine trails exist over which
visitors may visit desert cases, such as Fourty-nime Palms and Lost

Palms Canyon.



{(Marginal notes made by James E. Cele on original menuscript.) N
(Ref. paragraph 2 - lime 2, bewm.) established
(Ref. paragraph 3 - line 6, times)
(Ref. paragraph 4 -~ lime 1) To my knowledge water alwsys has been

avallable at Cottomwood Spring.
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Miscellaneous
Fires

The greatest fire loss in the history of the Monument was
experienced June 23, 1948 when flames ravaged the 49 Palums Oasis.
Although the fire encompassed little wmore than an acre, ne greater
damage could have resulted from a five several times that size in any
other portion of the Moumument. Forty-four of the large WasBbiagtenis
palms were entirely comsumed, except for their trunks, sin were
partially burned and only three wepe untouched.

This firve was fought by Natiomsl Park Service, State Division
of Forestry and veluntesy pevasonnel. Two teen~age boys picked up
near thefire aduitted their guiit. #*

Attention was given at an early date to the protection of
the vegetative cover from fire; since the botanical display was cone-
gidered te bave no equal in the high desert terrain of Southern
California. In fact the whole area is truly & magnificent plant
sanctuary.

Begiondng in 1942 Fire Comtrol Aids were assigned to duty
during the hazardous part of the sumner season. Many small fires
have occured, but none of major proportions except the ome mentioned
above and another in July of 1942, Approximately 165 acres were
burned over at the western extremity of Lost Horse Valley om Scuthern
Pacific Rauilroads lands. This fire was man-caused and unfortunately
was responsible for the death of RBoad Foremen Pete Mshrt, who suc-
cumbed to acute pulmonary edema while suppressing it.
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(Marginal notes made by James E. Cole on origimal manuscript.)
(Ref. paragraph 4 - line 6, was) doubtlessly
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Death Csused by Shooting
The shoeting and killing of Worth Bigley, Monument resident

landowner, by his neighbor, William F. Reys, on May 11, 1943 caused
puch agitation im the wonument area. ¥r. Xeys was held on 4 murder
complaint and the case was handied by Riverside County authorities.

Mr. Keys stated that he had gome to his well to pusp water.
Something went wrong with the magnato and he was returning home to
get a new one, He saw Bagley coming toward him over the rise in the
hill, and Bagley fived « shot at him. Reys got his rifle from his
car and fired three shots. The first ome struck Bagley ia the gun
arm, ¥%When the third shot was fired Bagley fell. Reys told the
officers that he did not go to the bady.

After the shooting he went to his well, replaced the old
magneto and pumped water for twoe hours. Then he went to his home,
got something to eat snd went to Twemtynine Palms and gave himself
up to Justice of the Peace David M. Poste.

Mr. Keys said elut*fh’cra were no woxds spoken before the
shooting started. He also stated that the reason he did mot go to
the body of the dead man was that he "was afraid he was not dead
and would start shooting."

Attormeys for Keys during the lemgthy trial were Paul
Barksdale D'Orr and Thomas Reynolds of Los Angeles.

The jury returned a verdict of manslaughter. Motion for a
new trial was sade and a hearing held on August 3, 1943. Hotion was
denied and the defendant was sentenced to San Quentin penitentiary
by Superior Judge G. R. Freeman.

Mrs. Keys' case was taken by writer Earl Stanley Gardener
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(Marginal notes made by James E. Cole om original manuscript.)
(Ref. paragraph 2 - line 3, get a new one) across the cormer of

Bagley's property on a trail he had beem warned not to use.
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and other nmembers of the now famous "Court of Last Resort.” It

was provean that most of the evidence produced against Mr. Keys was
circumstantial. Mr. Keys was paroled from San Quentin after serving
nearly five years of a nine year sentencge und is now back at his
home in the Momument.

Traffic Deaths

The first persom killed im the Monument by traffic accident
after active administration by the Nationmal Park Service wus a
young girl. Carcl Amme Frivatt, sge nine, was killed on Hovember
2, 1952 when she fell out of her father’s pick-up truck while traversing
the Pinte Basin Road.

On Jume 21, 1954, Sgt. Johm A. Wing, United States Marine
Corps, was killed when the car in which he was a passenger failed
to negotiate a turm near Sneakeye Spring amnd over-turnmed.

Air Crash

On July 4, 1944, eight men were killed in a mid-air
collision of two Liberator bombers. Seven men bailed out of ome
of the crippled planes, the piloet amd co-pilot having landed it at
the Palm Springs Airbase. The piiot of the other plane was the
oaly survivor of that ship.

Suicides

On October 27, 1954, twe sisters, Edna and Clara Walsh
committed suicide near the south boundary by use of carbon-monoxide
gaes from their avtomobile.
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(Marginal notes made by Jumes E. Cole on original manuscript.)

(Ref. paragraph 5) Pete Mahut?



Publications
The August 1954 issue of Le Vie del Mondo, printed in

Mdlan, Italy, contained an article on Joshua Tree Nationul Monument

written by W. Egbert Schenck and Samuel A. King.




