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Introduction

The Cultural Landscape Inventory (CLI)

The Cultural Landscape Inventory (CLI) is a comprehensive inventory of all cultural landscapes in the
National Park System. Landscapes that are listed, or eligible for listing, on the National Register of Historic
Places, or are otherwise managed as cultural resources and in which the National Park Service has, or plans
to acquire, legal interest are included in the inventory. The CLI identifies and documents each landscape’s
location, size, physical development, landscape characteristics, character-defining features, and condition.
Cultural landscapes have approved CLIs when concurrence with the findings is obtained from the park
superintendent and all required data fields are entered into the Cultural Resources Information System
(CRIS-CL) database. In addition, for landscapes not currently listed on the National Register and/or without
adequate documentation, concurrence is required from the State Historic Preservation Officer, Tribal Historic
Preservation Officer, or the Keeper of the National Register.

Scope of the CLI

The information contained within the CLI is compiled from primary and secondary sources and through on-
site surveys of the landscape. The level of investigation is dependent upon scoping the need for information.
The baseline information collected provides a comprehensive look at the historical development and
significance of the landscape. Documentation and analysis of the existing landscape identifies character-
defining characteristics and features and allows for an evaluation of the landscape’s integrity and an
assessment of the landscape’s condition. The CLI also includes historic maps, drawings, and images;
photographs of existing conditions; and a site plan that indicates major features. The CLI documents the
existing condition of park landscape resources and identifies impacts, threats, and measures to stabilize
condition. This information can be used to develop strategies for improved stewardship. Unlike a Cultural
Landscape Report (CLR), the CLI does not provide management recommendations or treatment guidelines
for the cultural landscape, but it may identify stabilization measures.

The Cultural Resources Information System (CRIS)

CRIS is the National Park Service’s database of cultural resources on its lands, consisting of archeological
sites, historic structures, ethnographic resources, and cultural landscapes. Cultural Resources Inventory
System (CRIS) replaces three legacy inventory systems: ASMIS (archeology), CLI (cultural landscapes), and
LCS (historic structures); and it reinstates the former ERI (ethnographic resources). This Cultural Landscape
Inventory document reflects the information in a corresponding CRIS Cultural Landscape record.

Statutory and Regulatory Foundation
The legislative, regulatory, and policy directives for conducting and maintaining the CLI within CRIS are:
« National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966 (16 USC 470h-2(a)(1)) Sec. 110
» Executive Order 13287: Preserve America, 2003. Sec. 3 (a and c)
« Secretary of the Interior’'s Standards and Guidelines for Federal Agency Historic Preservation
Programs
« Pursuant to the National Historic Preservation Act, 1998. Std. 2
« Cultural Resource Management Guideline, 1997, Release No. 5, page 22; issued pursuant to
Director’s Order #28 (DO-28)
The NHPA requires the identification, evaluation, and nomination of historic properties to the National
Register of Historic Places and the maintenance and expansion of an inventory of cultural resources. DO-28
requires a cyclic assessment of the current condition of cultural landscapes based on an assessment
interval, with a default of six years.

Use
Beyond fulfilling legal and policy requirements, park staff can use the Cultural Landscape Inventory
in the following ways:
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« Tolearn about park cultural landscapes (all staff)

+ To inform management decisions (park managers)

« To inform project planning and development (park managers, facility managers, project
managers, compliance specialists)

« To monitor the condition of the cultural landscape and take measures to protect its
significance and integrity (cultural resource managers, facility managers)

« To recognize the stabilization and treatment needs of landscape features and plan work
within cultural landscapes to address the needs (facility managers, cultural resource
managers)

« To understand the cultural value of natural systems in a cultural landscape (natural resource
managers)

« To create programming and educational materials based on site history (interpretation and
education specialists)

« To recognize impacts within cultural landscapes and enforce protection measures (visitor
and resources protection staff)
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General Information
Property Level and CLI Numbers

Inventory Unit Name: John Fitzgerald Kennedy NHS Landscape

Resource Classification: Cultural Landscape
CLI Identification Number: 50032

Parent Landscape: 650032

Inventory Status: Complete

Park Information

Park Name: John Fitzgerald Kennedy National Historic Site

Alpha Code: JOFI

Park Organization Code: 1805

Park District: JOFI
Region: Northeast
Restricted: Yes

Landscape Description:

The John Fitzgerald Kennedy National Historic Site, located in the Coolidge Corner neighborhood of Brookline,
Massachusetts, is a 0.09-acre property that preserves the birthplace and childhood home of the country’s thirty-fifth
President, John Fitzgerald Kennedy (b. 1917-d. 1963). The site is located on the south side of 83 Beals Street in a
residential development surrounded by homes on its northeast, southeast, and southwest sides. The property consists
of a two and one half-story Colonial Revival house built in 1909 and is surrounded by small front, side, and rear yards
and fencing. A large plane-tree extends over the street and shades the front lawn. A collection of evergreen shrubs
and a privet hedge frame the front yard, which contains a commemorative marker installed by the Town of Brookline in
1961, a flagpole installed in 1969 after the dedication ceremony, and park signs. The side yard is accessed by a
concrete walk, which leads to the basement visitor entrance. The rear yard is predominantly turf and ringed by
deciduous trees and shrubs and an evergreen tree. Flowering annuals add color by the commemorative marker and
along the fence line.

The site is presently accessed by the public through a seasonal tour program, which includes tours of the home and of
the neighborhood. The house was refurbished by the Kennedys between 1966 and 1969 to reflect the birthplace in
1917, as remembered by the President’s mother, Rose Kennedy. The site is characterized by features from the
Kennedy'’s period of residence in 1914 to 1920, as well as from the 1960s when the property was enhanced by the
Town of Brookline to recognize its significance as the President’s birthplace and when the property was repurchased
by the Kennedy family as a memorial to John F. Kennedy. The site was formally dedicated on May 29, 1969 and is a
designated National Historic Landmark.

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW

Prior to European settlement of the Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1630, the Massachusetts confederation of Native
Americans occupied the narrow coastal peninsula and Muddy River area that would respectively become Boston and
Brookline. European colonists, drawn to the abundant fresh water, fertile soils, as well as fishing, hunting and trade
opportunities, displaced most Native Americans by the end of the century. Early inland trails across the Muddy River
flats and Charles River lowlands became colonial cart paths, accessible from Boston—first at the Muddy River ford in
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1633 and later by the Mill River Dam Road across the Back Bay mudflats in 1821.

A village center grew near the Muddy River ford, and in 1686 the General Council approved a schoolhouse for the
Hamlet of Muddy River, effectively separating the community from Boston. In 1705 the General Council approved a
petition to incorporate the community as the Town of Brookline. By the end of the eighteenth century, the town
included sparse settlements of farms and summer retreats built by wealthy Bostonians. Despite numerous efforts to
annex the area to the growing city of Boston, the town remained independent.

During the nineteenth century, the town established its own municipal utilities, allowing it to remain a prestigious
community of country estates that was set apart but almost geographically surrounded by the city of Boston. The
Boston population swelled in mid century with an influx of immigrants, many from Ireland who left during the Great
Famine. Included among these Irish immigrants were the maternal and paternal great grandparents of John Fitzgerald
Kennedy. Although Kennedy’s great grandparents did not settle in Brookline, many Irish Roman Catholic immigrants
found work in the growing commercial centers and on the large estates in the town. In 1852 the Archdiocese
established a Catholic Church in Brookline in the town’s first center by the Muddy River ford, later known as Brookline
Village and located along present-day Brookline Avenue.

At the end of the nineteenth century, the heirs of some of Brookline’s greatest landowners chose to divide and sell
their properties, particularly in North Brookline. Brookline’s population nearly tripled with the introduction of first the
horse-drawn, and then the electric, streetcar. Streetcars along Beacon and Harvard streets prompted Coolidge Corner
to become a commercial hub and led to the rapid development of subdivisions in the surrounding neighborhood.
These new communities required new school buildings, town services, and houses of worship.

At the beginning of the twentieth century, when Joseph and Rose Kennedy were searching for their first home, North
Brookline was developing rapidly. Members of diverse ethnic, religious, and socio-economic groups were moving out
of Boston to new neighborhoods along the streetcar lines, resulting in new houses of worship, schools, services, and
stores. The young couple chose a two and one half-story Colonial Revival home within a seventeen year-old
subdivision, in close proximity to Coolidge Corner commercial area, the newly constructed Saint Aidan’s Roman
Catholic Church (which was the third Catholic church in Brookline) and the recently expanded Edward Devotion
School. When the Kennedys moved into their home at 83 Beals Street in October 1914, the neighborhood was open
and spacious compared to their respective neighborhoods in Boston, and many of the surrounding lots were
undeveloped.

Four of the nine Kennedy children were born while the family lived at 83 Beals Street: Joseph, John, Rosemary, and
Kathleen. Their first child, Joseph Patrick (Joe) Jr., was born at the family’s summer house in Hull, Massachusetts on
July 25, 1915. On May 29, 1917, six weeks after the United States entered the First World War, their second son,
John Fitzgerald (Jack) Kennedy was born in the upstairs bedroom of their Beals Street home. Jack was baptized at
the nearby Saint Aidan’s Roman Catholic Church, where he later served as an altar boy. Jack spent his first three
years playing in the small yard at 83 Beals and walking along the tree-lined streets of the neighborhood. During their
residency, the trimmed grass yard remained unadorned, with the exception of the plane-tree along the street and three
rose bushes along the rear foundation wall. A chicken-wire fence enclosed the rear yard with a small white picket gate
across a concrete walk. The surrounding open lots were unmaintained.

In 1920, the Kennedy family moved three blocks north to 51 Abbottsford Road, a larger house with increased space for
live-in help and larger lot with a detached garage for the family car. For the next seven years, Jack and his growing
number of siblings lived in the Abbottsford Road home where a wrap-around porch, a lawn, and a paved driveway
offered more space for play and fresh air. Along with his older brother, Jack attended the local public elementary
Edward Devotion School in 1922 and 1923. The boys transferred to the nearby private Noble and Greenough lower
school in 1924 and continued to attend the school in 1926 when it became the Dexter School. The family left
Brookline in the fall of 1927 and moved to Riverdale, New York.

During the 1920s, home construction in the Beals Estate subdivision continued. The first home constructed on the
eastern half of the development in 1921 was 63 Beals, which filled in a gap in the houses to the southwest of 83 Beals.
Immediately to the northeast of 83 Beals, a building permit was submitted for a two-family home at 85/87 Beals in
1922. Between 1922 and 1924 five additional homes were built across the street. In 1927, as the Kennedys were
moving to New York, building permits were submitted for the final two properties in the development. Within a year, all
lots within the Beals Estate subdivision were built upon.
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Two years after the Kennedys left Brookline, the country entered the Great Depression. Residential construction in
Brookline diminished and after the Second World War, suburban development shifted further from the city, due in large
part to new roads built under the 1950s federal transportation programs, federal mortgage guarantees, and veterans’
incentives. Despite the continued exodus of residents from Boston and its urban neighborhoods, the Coolidge Corner
area remained vibrant, though with little change. John F. Kennedy returned to Massachusetts in 1945 and began his
political career as a representative from the eleventh Congressional district, an area which did not include Brookline.

In years between the sale of the 83 Beals Street property by the Kennedys in 1920 and its repurchase by Rose
Kennedy’s nephew in 1966, the property passed through three owners: the Moores who were friends of the Kennedys,
the Myersons, and the Pollacks. During this time, a detached garage and driveway were added and then removed
from the southwest side of the property. Foundation plantings, a perimeter hedge, and a spruce tree were added to
the yard, enhancing its domestic character.

When John Fitzgerald Kennedy was elected President of the United States in 1960, the Beals Street neighborhood
acquired widespread public significance as his birthplace and childhood home. The Town of Brookline installed a
commemorative bronze plaque in the front yard at 83 Beals in 1961, which at the time was a private residence owned
by Martha Pollack. When Kennedy was assassinated on November 22, 1963, Beals Street and the Kennedy
birthplace became a gathering site for thousands of mourners who wished to express their sorrow at the untimely loss
of the nation’s thirty-fifth President.

Recognizing the significance of the property as a memorial to the late President, the Town of Brookline considered
plans for acquiring the Beals Street property. Ultimately, the Kennedy family repurchased the property in 1966 and
Rose Kennedy refurbished the home as she remembered it at the time of John’s birth. Mrs. Kennedy donated the
property to the National Park Service in 1967. The landscape however, was not restored to its 1917 appearance, but
instead ornamented with shrubs, flowers, and a reproduction gas light. The site opened with a dedication ceremony
on May 29, 1969, and according to a local newspaper, drew about 600 visitors.

Throughout these events and physical changes to the home, the plane-trees, planted prior to the arrival of the
Kennedy family to the Brookline neighborhood in 1914, have remained and continued to envelop the streetscape.
Other smaller landscape features have been added including shrubs, signs, walks, and lawn furniture. The present
landscape collectively represents the two periods of Kennedy family involvement in the 1910s and 1960s as well as
later features introduced by the National Park Service.

SIGNIFICANCE SUMMARY

As stated in the 2010 National Register amendment, the John Fitzgerald Kennedy National Historic Site is significant
under Criterion A in the area of social history for its significance as a presidential commemorative site. The site is
significant under Criterion B for its association with John Fitzgerald Kennedy and for its association with Rose
Kennedy, the mother of the slain President, who is recognized as being of historical significance in her own right. The
property meets Criteria Consideration C as the birthplace of John Fitzgerald Kennedy, and Criteria Consideration G for
significance achieved within the last fifty years.

The property has a discontinuous period of significance. The first period of significance begins in 1917, the year John
Fitzgerald Kennedy was born at 83 Beals Street and extends to 1920, the year the Kennedy family moved out of the
birthplace. The later period begins on November 22, 1963 with the death of President John Fitzgerald Kennedy.
Rose Kennedy’ significant association with the site begins in 1966, when the Kennedy family reacquired the property.
This later period of significance extends to May 29, 1969, the date of the dedication ceremony for the national historic
site.

ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION SUMMARY AND CONDITION

The historical integrity of the Kennedy National Historic Site is evaluated by comparing landscape characteristics and
features present during the periods of significance (1917-1920, 1963-1969) with the existing conditions as assessed
between 2008 and 2011. Many of the existing features contribute to the historic character of the site’s landscape. The
site’s most dominant feature, the house, retains its Colonial Revival design and detailing, while the landscape reflects
the commemorative treatment of a small suburban lot, as it appeared in the 1960s, but does not reflect the unadorned
appearance of the 1910s. The home remains in its residential setting, though houses to the northeast and north of 83
Beals were built after the Kennedys moved in 1920. The landscape retains some of the key features dating to the
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Kennedys' residency in the 1910s—most notably the plane-tree, sidewalk, and front walk—but other features were
added in the 1960s including the walk on the southwest side of the house, the commemorative marker, as well as

chain-link fence, shrubs, hedges, and flowers by the marker. In the 1910s, the street trees were young and barely
casting shade, whereas by the 1960s, the trees created a cathedral-like allee down Beals Street.

The site overall has had some minor alterations since 1969. The National Park Service has altered circulation for ease
of access for the site’s visitors. The maintenance and periodic replacement of vegetation has occurred since the end
of the period of significance. Vegetation has also been added over the years to serve as a screen along the rear
property line. As for small-scale features, the flagpole was added to the site after the second period of significance
and is not consistent with the residential character of the neighborhood. The park service also added flowers along the
southwest chain-link fence in the 1980s.

Overall, the house and other landscape features are in good condition. The site shows no clear evidence of major
negative disturbance and deterioration by natural and/or human forces. The site’s cultural and natural values are as

well preserved as can be expected under the given environmental conditions. No immediate corrective action is
required to maintain its current condition.

Landscape Hierarchy Description:

Landscape Type:

Historic Site

Other Names:

Other Name:  John Fitzgerald Kennedy Other Name Type: Both Current And Historic
National Historic Site

Site Plan
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Concurrence Information

Concurrence Status:
Park Superintendent Concurrence: Yes

Park Superintendent Date of Concurrence: 09/12/2011

Completion Status Explanatory Narrative:

Information for this Cultural Landscape Inventory has been extracted from the May 2011 draft of the
“Cultural Landscape Report for John Fitzgerald Kennedy National Historic Site.” The Cultural
Landscape Report (CLR) was written by Timothy Layton, Adrine Arakelian, and Margie Coffin Brown
of the Olmsted Center for Landscape Preservation in Boston. Site visits and research were conducted
for the CLR beginning in 2008. The CLR used primary source research materials gathered by Carole
Perrault, Historian, NPS Northeast Region Historic Architecture Program, as part of her research for
the forthcoming Historic Structure Report for the property. Additionally, information has also been
extracted from a 2010 draft amendment of the park’s National Register documentation.

Concurrence Graphic Information:
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Attachment File Path
/TH‘J_ 11:49 AM _ FAY No, 617 232 3964 P. 0Of

CULTURAL LANDSCAPES INVENTORY
CONCURRENCE FORM

John Fitzgerald Kennedy National Historic Site Landscape
John Fitzgerald Kennedy National Historic Site

John Fitzgerald Kennedy National Historic Site concurs with the findings of the Cultural
Landscape Inventory (CLI) for the John Fitzgerald Kennedy National Historic Site
Landscape including the following specific components:

MANAGEMENT CATEGORY:  Must Be Preserved and Maintained

CONDITION ASSESSMENT: Good

Good: indicates the inventory unit shows no clear evidence of major negative
disturbance and deterioration by natural and/or humean forces. The inventory
unit’s cultural and natural values are as well preserved as can be expected under
the given environmental conditions. No immediate corrective action is required
to maintain its current condition.

Fair: indicates the inventory unit shows clear evidence of minor disturbances and
deterioration by natural and/or human forces, and some degree of corrective
action is needed within 3-5 years to prevent further harm to its cultural and/or
natural values. If left to continue without the appropriate corrective action, the
cumulative effect of the deterioration of many of the character defining elements
will cause the inventory unit to degrade to a poor condition.

Poor: indicates the inventory unit shows clear evidence of major disturbance and

rapid deterioration by natural and/or human forces. Immediate corrective action
is required to protect and preserve the remaining historical and natural values,

The Cultural Landscape Inventory for the John Fitzgerald Kennedy National Historic Site
Landscape is hereby approved and accepted.

éﬂ = alre Joon

Superinfendent, John Fitzgerald Kennedy National Historic Site Date
Park concurrence form, September 12, 2011.
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Cultural Landscapes Inventory
CLI Update Certification Form
2025

John Fitzgerald Kennedy National Historic Site
John Fitzgerald Kennedy NHS Landscape

John Fitzgerald Kennedy National Historic Site concurs with the update for the following
CLI including:

CONDITION ASSESSMENT: Good — John Fitzgerald Kennedy NHS Landscape

Good: indicates the inventory unit shows no clear evidence of major negative
disturbance and deterioration by natural and/or human forces. The inventory
unit’s cultural and natural values are as well preserved as can be expected under
the given environmental conditions. No immediate corrective action is required
to maintain its current condition.

Fair: indicates the inventory unit shows clear evidence of minor disturbances and
deterioration by natural and/or human forces, and some degree of corrective
action is needed within 3-5 years to prevent further harm to its cultural and/or
natural values. If'left to continue without the appropriate corrective action, the
cumulative effect of the deterioration of many of the character defining elements,
will cause the inventory unit to degrade to a poor condition.

Poor: indicates the inventory unit shows clear evidence of major disturbance and

rapid deterioration by natural and/or human forces. Immediate corrective action
is required to protect and preserve the remaining historical and natural values.

The CLI Update for the John Fitzgerald Kennedy NHS Landscape is hereby approved
and accepted.

Digitally signed by JASON NEWMAN
JASON NEWMAN DEL?Q‘EEE.EEBDSY‘Hﬂ&‘EZ -05'00°

Superintendent, John Fitzgerald Kennedy National Historic Site Date

Park concurrence form, March 5, 2025

Cultural Landscapes Inventory Page 11 of 87



John Fitzgerald Kennedy NHS Landscape
John Fitzgerald Kennedy National Historic Site

Revision:

Revised By Type of Revision Revision Date Revision Narrative

Jeff Killion CLI Update 03/05/2025

Three levels of effort have been developed for CLI

Updates: A, B, and C. Level C is limited to a condition
reassessment of the landscape; Level B includes C and is a
targeted update of select data fields; Level A includes C
and is a comprehensive update of all data fields. This 2025
update to the John F. Kennedy NHS Landscape CLI has
been conducted at a Level C effort. See Landscape
Documents in CRIS-CL for correspondences with park.
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Geographic Information

State and County:

State County

Massachusetts Norfolk County

Size (Acres): 0.09

Land Tract Number(s)

Lot 47, Beals Estate, Brookline

Boundary Description:

The 0.09-acre lot is located on the south side of Beals Street, and bounded by three adjacent lots, 77/79

Beals to the southwest and 85/87 Beals to the northeast—both duplexes—and 82 Stedman to the

southeast. Chain link fences demarcate the sides of the lot, but are not on the original or current property

lines.
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Boundary Coordinates

Source Type of Point Latitude Longitude Narrative
USGS Map Point -71.1260415206366  42.3461577981071
1:24,000
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Location Map:

WATERTOWN North End

West End
Beacon Hill

CAMBRIDGE

Brighton

Back Bay

. South End  south Boston
Jamaica

Plain

BROOKLINE

NEWTON

Roxbury

BOSTON

Roslindale

Dorchester

West Roxbury

Location Map Information. Map of Brookline, Boston, surrounding towns, and Boston neighborhoods (town outlines from
MassGIS, http://www.mass.gov/mgis/townssurvey.htm).
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Regional Landscape Contexts:

Type of Context: Physiographic
Description:

The John Fitzgerald Kennedy National Historic Site is within the Beals Street development, which is part
of North Brookline’s Coolidge Corner neighborhood (see Regional Landscape Context graphic). Prior to
its development, the Coolidge Corner neighborhood was characterized by a mixture of wetland and
drumlin features. Speculative developers in ¢.1897 filled Babcock Pond and accompanying minor
waterways in North Brookline, and leveled the once prominent Babcock’s Hill. Due to the density of the
neighborhood development, these key natural features are difficult to discern (CLR, draft May 2011:
164).

The topography of the Beals Street development is fairly level. To the southwest of the site, the
remaining knoll that used to be Babcock’s Hill gives insight into what the land looked like before the hill
was used as fill for Babcock Pond and its associated wetlands. A low point is present on Stedman
Street northeast of the Devotion School Playground and the topography rises to the northwest from
Beals Street to Naples Road. Many properties on the north side of Beals Street have retaining walls to
hold the change in grade (CLR, draft May 2011: 166-167). Furthermore, several homes near the
intersection of Beals, Stedman, and Gibbs Street appear to have settled, suggesting that they were built
on filled wetlands. The park property itself is predominantly flat, though it drains slightly to the east and
southeast toward a former wetland area associated with Babcock Pond (CLR, draft May 2011: 167,170).

The soils in the development are primarily identified as urban complexes containing component soils that
include Merrimac, Canton, and Newport. All three component soils are classified as prime farmland by
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service, provided that they are on
land that slopes from three to eight percent (CLR, draft May 2011: 167).
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Type of Context: Cultural
Description:

The Coolidge Corner neighborhood, which is based on a loose grid-like network of streets, the majority
of which are residential connector streets, has remained nearly unchanged for the past century. The
neighborhood radiates approximately one half mile from the hub created by the intersection of Harvard
and Beacon streets. The neighborhood buildings to the north of Beacon Street exhibit a range of
development types and styles, which contribute to its vitality (CLR, draft May 2011: 163).

Anchored by commercial, institutional, and apartment buildings, Beacon and Harvard streets provide a
popular social center for the surrounding area. Beacon Street is a broad corridor characterized by its
mature street tree canopy and wide sidewalks with ample width for vehicles, streetcars, parking,
bicyclists, and pedestrians. Harvard Street is also lined with assorted young street trees and functions
similarly to Beacon Street, but on a smaller scale without streetcar lines. The residential areas contain
an array of parks, squares, and playgrounds, which provide green space for the neighborhood (CLR,
draft May 2011: 163).

The Beals Street development encompasses the residences along Beals and Stedman streets that are
within the 1897 thirteen-acre Beals Estate subdivision. The busy commercial setting of Harvard Street,
with its wide sidewalks and young trees of mixed species contrasts markedly with the quiet residential
character of Beals Street, with its narrow sidewalks and mature plane-trees. Stedman Street, with the
Edward Devotion School and athletic fields along its southeastern side and residences to the northwest,
has a semi-private character. While the Beals Street development is entirely residential, nearby
institutional buildings include the Edward Devotion School to the south and the Congregation Kehillath
Israel Synagogue to the southwest, both of which face onto Harvard Street (CLR, draft May 2011: 166).

Type of Context: Political
Description:

The Coolidge Corner neighborhood is in North Brookline, which falls within the northeastern corner of
Norfolk County and is just west of Boston. The 0.09-acre John Fitzgerald Kennedy National Historic Site
is situated along a quiet residential street within this area.
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John Fitzgerald Kennedy NHS Landscape
John Fitzgerald Kennedy National Historic Site

Management Information

General Management Information
Management Category: Must be Preserved and Maintained

Management Category Date: 09/12/2011
Management Category Explanatory Narrative:

The John Fitzgerald Kennedy National Historic Site meets the criteria for the “Must be Preserved and
Maintained” management category. The nationally significant property was designated a National
Historic Landmark as the birthplace of the thirty-fifth President of the United States. The park’s enabling
legislation (Public Law 90-20), dated May 26, 1967, states that the property will be established “to
preserve in public ownership and for the purpose of establishing the birthplace of John Fitzgerald
Kennedy as a national historic site.”

Management Agreements:

Legal Interests:

Type of Interest: Fee Simple

Narrative:

Located in managed wilderness?:  Unknown
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John Fitzgerald Kennedy NHS Landscape
John Fitzgerald Kennedy National Historic Site

Adjacent Lands Information

Do Adjacent Lands Contribute? veg

Adjacent Lands Narrative:

Adjacent lands, defined as those beyond park boundaries, contribute to the significance of the property. The site
is part of the Beals Street development, a thirteen-acre subdivision initiated in 1897 and built out by about 1928.
There are approximately seventy lots in the Beals Estate development between Harvard Street and Manchester
Road. Due to the similar age, material, and scale of the residential properties, Beals Street has a well-preserved
consistency to its character that creates a unique, largely intact example of speculative development and
residential expansion of an early twentieth century streetcar suburb. In addition, the plane-trees lining Beals
Street further lend a unifying character to the neighborhood and a sense of its continuity and age. The plane-
trees lining Beals Street remain the best preserved example of the initial monoculture street tree plantings for the
various streets developed in the area around the early twentieth century.
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John Fitzgerald Kennedy NHS Landscape
John Fitzgerald Kennedy National Historic Site

National Register Information

National Register of Historic Places

Documentation Status: Entered Documented

Documentation Narrative Description:

The property at 83 Beals was designated a National Historic Landmark (NHL) under the name John F.
Kennedy Birthplace on July 19, 1964, as the place where John F. Kennedy, the thirty-fifth President of the
United States, was born and spent his infancy. The accompanying documentation for the NHL designation
was brief, but according to the National Historic Landmarks Program, the property derives national
significance under NHL Criterion 1 in the area of politics/government for the period 1917-1920,
corresponding with the birth of President Kennedy in the house on May 29, 1917, and concluding in 1920
when the Kennedy family sold the house and moved out (email, July 19, 2011). The documentation
described the house, completed in 1909, and the commemorative marker bearing a relief portrait, installed
in 1961 by the Town of Brookline (outside the NHL period of significance).

The site was administratively listed without documentation in the National Register of Historic Places at the
time of its designation as the John Fitzgerald Kennedy National Historic Site, on May 26, 1967. National
Register documentation for the site was accepted on November 14, 1976, under Criterion B for its
association with John F. Kennedy and Criteria Consideration C (birthplaces and graves). The period of
significance was listed as 1917-1920. The house and commemorative marker were described in the
documentation, but no other landscape features were discussed.

In a letter dated November 21, 1994, as part of a review of List of Classified Structures resources, the
Massachusetts Historical Commission (SHPO) concurred with the National Park Service that the house at
83 Beals Street was contributing resource. The SHPO also determined at this time that the
commemorative marker was not a contributing resource because it was less than fifty years old.

In an email dated May 26, 2011, a draft of an amendment to the property’s 1976 National Register
documentation was approved by the Keeper of the National Register. The amendment added two new
areas of significance—Criterion A under social history and Criterion B for Rose Kennedy—and a new
period of significance, 1963-1969, for the commemorative efforts relating to the establishment of the site
between 1963 and 1969 and the personal involvement of Rose Kennedy, the President’s mother, between
1966 and 1969. In addition to a thorough description of the interior and exterior of the house, the
amendment also describes the site’s associated resources both within and immediately outside the park
boundaries. Resources described within the park boundary include the setback of the house from the
street, the site’s flat topography, front lawn, concrete walk leading to the front of the house,
commemorative marker, walk from the public sidewalk along the southwest elevation of the house to an
entrance to the basement (visitor center), back yard with small shrubs growing along the rear
(southeastern) property line, and the three-and-one-half-foot tall chain link fence along the northeast,
southeast, and southwest property lines to enclose the side and rear yards. One noncontributing resource
is also described: the steel flagpole (installed in 1969). Resources outside the boundaries include the
granite curb along the street, concrete sidewalk that covers the whole of the median, cast-iron gas lamp,
and the mature plane-tree in the median.

According to research conducted for this CLI and the categories of National Register documentation
outlined in the “CLI Professional Procedures Guide,” the John Fitzgerald Kennedy National Historic Site is
adequately documented based on the recently amended National Register documentation and previous
correspondences with the Massachusetts Historical Commission. Therefore, for purposes of the CLI, the
property is considered “Entered-Documented.”
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John Fitzgerald Kennedy National Historic Site

Eligibility:  Eligible -- Keeper
Concurrence Eligibility Date: ~ 05/26/2011

Concurrence Narrative:

Significance Level: National

Contributing: Individual

Classification: Site

Statement of Significance for National Register of Historic Places:

As stated in the 2010 National Register amendment, the John Fitzgerald Kennedy National Historic Site is
significant under Criterion A in the area of social history for its significance as a presidential
commemorative site during the period 1963-1969, which begins with Kennedy’s assassination on
November 22, 1963 and ends with the establishment of the national historic site administered by the
National Park Service in 1969. The property is also significant under Criterion B for its association with
John Fitzgerald Kennedy, thirty-fifth President of the United States, and for its association with Rose
Kennedy, the mother of the slain President, who is recognized as being of historical significance in her own
right. The property meets Criteria Consideration C as the birthplace of John Fitzgerald Kennedy, and
Criteria Consideration G for significance achieved within the last fifty years (National Register Amendment,
draft 2010, Sec. 8: 9).

The property has a discontinuous period of significance. The first period of significance begins in 1917,
the year John Fitzgerald Kennedy was born and extends to 1920, the year the Kennedy family moved out
of the birthplace. The later period begins in 1963 with the death of President John Fitzgerald Kennedy.
Rose Ke