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SHEEP SHEARING WAS A TIME OF HARD WORK AND FESTIV-

ITY; DURING THE 12 HOUR SHEARING DAY, THE WOMEN PRE-

PARED FOOD FOR THE EVENING CELEBRATION. SINCE ONLY i
A FEW RANCHES HAD SHEARING FACILITIES, FAMILIES AND HERDS i
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OF SHEEP WOULD COME FROM MILES AROUND TO CANT RANCH
FOR THE BIG EVENT. BOYS GUIDED THE SHEEP TO THE WAIT-
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ING AISLE. THE SHEARING WAS SCREENED FROM VIEW OF THE | S o— ‘ ,.
SHEEP WITH SHEETS. THEN, EACH SHEEP WAS LED TO AN IN- | | WAITING AISLE
DIVIDUAL STALL FOR SHEARING. THE END STALL WAS WHERE E b TV T VT T T
THE CAPTAIN OVERLOOKED THE PROCESS. THE AUTOMATIC T
SHEARING DEVICE WAS CONTROLLED BY A SHOULDER STRAP _. - L SHEARING |STAILLS *
WHICH ENGAGED THE CLIPPERS. ONCE THE WOOL WAS RE- ° o |
MOVED IT WAS BUNDLED WITH PAPER TWINE AND TOSSED i T d oz h N J i 4
UP TO A RAISED PLATFORM TO BE DROPPED INTO AN ENOR- i & T
MOUS BAG. WHEN FILLED, THE ENTIRE BUNDLE WOULD WEIGH B !
AS MUCH AS 1,000 POUNDS. | © l[
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peLiNeAaTED BY:ELLEN K. GAGE JACQUELINE YAHN, 1987
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-NAME AND LOCATION OF STRUCTURE

THE CANT RANCH BARN

JOHN DAY FOSSIL BEDS NATIONAL MONUMENT

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

DAYVILLE VICINITY
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John Day, Fossil Beds National Monument
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Jet Lowe, Photographer, July 1988

OR-142-B-1 James Cant Ranch, Barn, from NW
OR-142-B-2 James Cant Ranch, Barn, from SW
OR-142-B-3 James Cant Ranch, from NE showing shearing sheds

OR-142-B-4 James Cant Ranch, Barn, Interior
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