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Royale National Park
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and
PHILIP C. SHELTON

In the preparation of this paper the authors have attempted 
to provide a complete listing of the vertebrates known to 
occu r in Is le Royale National Park. The check lists which 
follow re f le c t current knowledge of what vertebrate form s 
exist in the park. Since the vertebrates as a group have 
been only incompletely studied here, the check lists must 
not be assumed to be complete in any sense. Many sp ec ie s  
of vertebrates undoubtedly exist on Is le  Royale, but have 
yet to be re corded  for the island. It is s in cere ly  hoped that 
these annotated check lists and supplementary listings will 
aid and stimulate future faunistic investigation within the 
park.

Fishes
The follow ing check list of fishes is  based entirely on the 

work of Hubbs and Lag ler (Hubbs, C. L. & Lagler, K. F . ; 
F ish es of I s lo  Royale Lake Superior, Michigan; Papers 
Mich. Acad. Sci., Arts, & Letters, Vol. 33). Scientific 
nomenclature for the list follows: Blair, W. F. , Blair, A. 
P., Brodkorb, P . , Cagle, F. R. & Moore, G. A.; 1957; 
Vertebrates of the United States; McGraw-Hill Book C o . , 
Inc., New York.

A very  fine but s im p le key is  currently available to aid 
in the identification of park fishes. T h is  is, Lagler, K. F.

1



& Goldman, C. R . ; 1959; F ish es and Sport F ish ing in Is le  
Royale National Park; I s le  Royale Natural H istory  A s s o c -
iation.

In the follow ing list an a s te r isk  (*) indicates s p e c ie s  
known to occu r only in Is le  Royale National Park.
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Sea Lamprey Petromyzon marinus
Lake Sturgeon A c ipen ser fu lvescens
Common Rainbow Trout Salmo ga lrdneri ir ideus

(Steelhead)
Common Brook Trout Salvelinus fontinalis fontinalis
Common Lake Trout Salvelinus nama.ycush

nama.ycush
Sisc.owet Lake Trout Salvelinus nama.ycush

s iscow et
Lake D eso r  C i s c o  * Coregonus artedii subsp.
Sargent Lake C is c o  * Coregonus artedii sargenti
Lake Superior C i s c o  * Coregonus artedii arcturus
Siskiwit Lake C is c o  * Coregonus bartletti
Bluefin Coregonus nigripinnis

cyanopterus
Great Lakes Whitefish Coregonus clupeaform is

c lupeaform is
Siskiwit Lake Whitefish * Coregonus c lupea form is subsp. 
Lake D eso r  Whitefish * Coregonus clupeaform is

dustini
Round Whitefish P rosop ium  cylindraceum

quadrilaterale
P igm y Whitefish P rosop ium  cou lter i
American Smelt O sm eru s mordax
Common White Sucker Catostomus comm ersonn ii

comm ersonn ii 
Longnose Sucker Catostomus catostomus

catostomus
Northern C reek  Chub Semotilus atromaculatus

atromaculatus 
Northern P ea r l Dace Semotilus margarita

nachtriebi
Harvey Lake P ea r l Dace * Semotilus m argarita k oe lz i 
Northern Chub Hybopsis plumbea
Great Lakes Longnose Rhinichthys cataractae

Dace cataractae
F in esca le  Dace Chrosomus neogaeus
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Northern Redbelly Dace Chrosomus eos
W estern Golden Shiner Notemigonus c ry so leu ca s

auratus
Em era ld  Shiner Notropis atherinoides
Northern Spottail Shiner Notropis hud.sonius
Blackchin Shiner Notropis heterodon
Northern M im ic Shiner Notropis volucellus volucellus
Northern Blacknose Shiner Notropis hetero lep is hetero lep is 
Harvey Lake Blacknose Notropis hetero lep is rega lis

Shiner *
Northern Flathead Minnow P imephales prom ela s prom ela s
Harvey Lake Flathead P imephales p rom ela s harveyensis

Minnow *
Northern Pike E sox  lucius
Great Lakes Muskellunge E sox  masquinongy masquinongy
American Burbot Lota lota maculosa
Troutperch P e r co p s i s  omiscoma.ycus
Yellow P erch  Perea flavescens
Yellow Walleye Stizostedion vitreum vitreum
Northern Logperch Percina caprodes sem ifa sc ia tes
Iowa Darter Ethepstoma exile
Pumpkinseed Lepom is g ibbosu s
Four Horned Sculpin Myoxocephalus thompsonii
Spoonhead Sculpin Cottus r ic e i
Mottled Sculpin Cottus bairdii kumlieni
Common Slimy Sculpin Cottus cognatus gra c i l i s
B rook Stickleback Eucalia inconstans
Ninespine Stickleback Pungitius pungitius



Amphibians and Reptiles
The follow ing check list indicates the eleven sp e c ie s  of 

amphibians and rep t ile s  known to occu r within the park. 
In the list an aster isk  (*) indicates that the s p e c ie s  was 
listed in Adams, C. C.; 1908; An E co lo g ica l Survey of 
Is le  Royale, Lake Super ior . ; Michigan State B io log ica l 
Survey. A double a ster isk  (**) is used for sp e c ie s  which 
have been identified by the presen t authors. Scientific 
nomenclature for the list follows: Blair, W. F., Blair,
A. P., Brodkorb, P., Cagle, F. R. & Moore, G. A.; 
1957; Vertebrates of the United States; McGraw-Hill Book 
Co., Inc., New York.

Of the vertebrate groups present in the park the am -
phibians and rep tile s are the least studied. Since it is 
p o s s ib le  that severa l unrecorded sp e c ie s  occu r on the 
island, the follow ing keys are presented as an aid to future 
identification. The keys include the eleven sp e c ie s  r e c o r d -
ed for I s le  Royale and all s p e c ie s  of amphibians and rep tile s 
whose genera l range includes the mainland adjacent to Is le  
Royale, but which have not been found in the park.
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Mudpuppy * Necturus macu losus
Blue-spotted Salamander ** Ambystoma laterale 
American Toad * * *  Bufo americanus
Spring P eeper * ** Hyla c ru c ife r
Chorus F ro g  ** P seudacr is  nigrita
Wood F ro g  * ** Rana sylvatica
Green F rog  * ** Rana clamitans
Mink F ro g  * ** Rana septentrionalis
W estern Painted Turtle ** Chrysemys picta be ll i 
Red-bellied Snake * ** Storer ia occip itomaculata
Common Garter Snake * ** Thamnophis s ir ta l is



key to the amphibians

A. Body not sp e c ia l i z e d  fo r jumping; tail present.

................. Toads and F r o g s ................. G.
B. Adults with externa l leaf-like g i l ls.

..................Mudpuppy (Necturus m a cu lo su s j*
BB. Adults without external g il ls.

............................................................ C.
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.................. Salamanders and New ts.......B.
AA. Body sp e c ia l i z e d  fo r jumping; tail absent.



C. T op  o f head with two longitudinal r id ge s ; no v e r t i c a l  g r o o v e s  
(costa l grooves) between fo re  and hind limbs.

.................. Newt (Notophthalmus v i r id e s c e n s )
CC. T op  of head smooth; c o s ta l  g r o ov e s  w e ll developed.

.............................................................D.
D. With a d istinct v e r t i c a l  g r o ov e  (nasolabial groove) f r om  the 

nasa l opening to the lips; with 6-9 co s ta l g r o o v e s  between 
a pp r e s sed  limbs.

.................. Red-back Salamander (Plethodon
cinereus)

DD. With no naso lab ia l groove; no m ore  than one c o s ta l g ro ov e  
between app r e s sed  limbs.

.............................................................. E.
E. With two row s o f yellow o r  orange spo ts  on the back.

................. Spotted Salamander (Ambystoma
maculatum)

EE. Spots blu ish o r  absent, not in two rows.
.............................................................. F.

F. B lu ish spo ts  on back and tail.
................. B lue-spotted Salamander (Ambystom a

laterale) **
FF. B lu ish spo ts  absent o r  only on tail, never on back.

................. J efferson 's Salamander (Ambystom a
je fferson ianum)
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G. Tongue bicornuate behind.

............................................................... H.
GG. Tongue not bicornuate behind.

H. Dark mask through eye and tympanum (som etim es fragmentary 
o r  obscure); back s om e t im e s  reddish.

..................Wood F rog  (Rana sy lva t ica) * **
HH. No dark mask through eye and tympanum; back never reddish.

..................................................... I.
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....................................................L.



I. With d ist inct d o r so la te ra l folds.

................................................................. J.
II. D o r so la te ra l fo lds indistinct or absent.

..................Mink F r o g  (Rana sep ten tr iona l is) * **
J. D o r so la te ra l fo ld s extending no m ore  than 2/3 length of body; 

c o lo r  uniform with no la rge  spo ts  between d o r so la t e ra l r id ge s.
.................. G reen  F r o g  (Rana c lam itan s) * **

JJ. D or so la te ra l fo ld s extending full length of body; la r g e  con sp icuou s 
spo ts  between d o r so la te ra l r id ge s .

.................................................................... K.

K. With two row s o f m o re  or l e s s  rectangu lar spo ts  between d o r s o -
la tera l folds; spo ts  without light b o rd ers; g ro in  and concea led  
su r fa c e s  o f hind le g s  bright orange o r  ye llow  in liv ing animals.

................. P ick e ra l F r o g  (Rana palustris)
KK. Spots not in two row s, rounded, never rectangu lar o r  squarish; 

spo ts  with light b o rd ers; no bright orange or ye llow  a s  above. 
................. Leopard F r o g  (Rana pip iensl
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L . P a r o t i d  g l a n d s  p r e s e n t .

parotid gland

..................Am er ican  Toad (Bufo am er icanu s)* **

LL. Parot id  glands absent.
.................................................................. M.

M. T o e  d i s c s  well developed, l/2 d iam eter of tympanum or more; 
back va r iou s ly  marked, but never with 5 dark s t r ip e s  or row s 
o f spots.

.................................................................. N.
MM. T oe  d i s c s  p oo r ly  developed, l e s s  than 1/2 d iameter of tympanum; 

back with 5 dark s t r ip e s  o r  row s of spots.
.................. Choru s F r o g  (P seu d a c r is  n igr ita) **

N. B lack b o rd e red  light spot below rea r  of eye; gro in  and concea led 
su r fa c e s  o f l e g s  orange o r  yellow; c o lo r  pattern on back variable, 
but not X-shaped.

................. C omm on  T r e e  F r o g  (Hyla v e r s i c o l o r !
NN. Without black b o rd e red  light spot below r e a r  of eye; may have 

a dark mask; gro in  and concea led  le g  su r fa c e s  not ye llow or 
orange; usually with an X-shaped dark mark on the back.

................. Spring P e ep e r  (Hyla c ru c i f e r l* **
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key to the reptiles
A. Anima ls with two pa ir s  o f appendages and a bony shell.

.......................................... T u r t l e s ................B.
AA. An imals without appendages or a bony shell.

.......................................... Snakes................. C.
B. C arapace  (dorsa l shell) rough, r idged; uniform ly dull co lo red .

................. Snapping Turtle (Chelydra serpentina)
BB. Carapace smooth; head and le g s  s tr ip ed  with yellow; p lastron 

(ventral shell) bril liantly co lored.
................. W estern  Painted Turtle (Chrysem.ys

picta belli) **
C. C o lo r  uniform green; d o r sa l s c a le s  smooth.

................. Smooth G reen Snake (Opheodrys
v ern a l is)

CC. C o lo r  yellow, brown, blue, gray, or black; d o r sa l s c a le s  
kee led  (ridged).

.................................................................... D.
D. With three light longitudinal s t r ip e s  on a background of ye llow ish  

brown to deep blue-black (str ipes s om e t im e s  indistinct on v ery  
dark spe c im en s.

................. C omm on  Garter Snake (Thamnophis
s i r t a l i s ) * **

DD. Without longitudinal s t r ip e s  (or with one light m id d o r sa l stripe).
.............................................................   E.

E. C o lo r  yellow to light brown with la rg e  dark brown blotches.
................. F ox  Snake (Elaphe vulpina)

EE. C o lo r  uniform gray, brown, o r  black, without b lotches.
.....................................................................F.

F. With a light r ing around the neck; no m id d o r sa l  str ipe; be l ly  
ye llow  to reddish.

................. Ea ste rn  R ing-necked Snake (Diadophi.s
punctatus)

FF. Without light r ing around neck; light m id d o r sa l s tr ip e  present; 
be lly  always bright red o r  orange-red.

................. R ed-be l lied  Snake (S torer ia
occip itomaculata) * **
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Birds
Follow ing is a check list of the b irds of Is le  Royale 

National Park. It has been compiled large ly  from  National 
P a rkS erv ice  r e c o rd s  on file at Is le  Royale. Several o b s e r -
vations of the authors have been encorporated into the list, 
and it is felt that this check list is considerab ly m ore  r e l i -
able than the one prev iously available (The B irds of Is le  
Royale National Park; A Checklist; U. S. National Park 
Service; m imeographed in the park for lo ca l distribution). 
Scientific nomenclature follows the American Ornithol-
og ist's Union Check-list of North American B irds (1931) 
with Supplements (1944-1956). R indicates year-round 
res iden ts in the park, while SR and WR indicate summer 
and winter residents, respectively. M is  used to d e s ig -
nate m igrant fo rm s which are not residen ts within the park, 
but which are seen during the sea son s of migration.

Common Loon Gavia immer
...... SR. . . common on lakes

and harbors.
Red-throated Loon Gavia stellata

......M .. . .very rare.
P ied-b illed Grebe Podilymbus pod iceps

...... SR. . . rare.
Horned G rebe Pod iceps auritus

......M .. . . occasional.
Red-necked Grebe P od icep s gr isegena

......M ____  ?.
White Pelican Pelecanus erythrorhynchos

......M .. . . rare in late summer.
D oub le-crested Cormorant Pha lacrocorax auritus

...... SR. . . uncommon.
Great Blue Heron Ardea herod ias

...... SR. . . occasional.
Am erican Bittern Botaurus lentiginosus

...... SR. . . occasional.
Whistling Swan O lor columbianus

......M .... rare
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Mute Swan Cygnus o lo r
....... ?.

Canada G oose  Branta canadensis
......M. .. . common.

Blue G oose  Chen ca e ru le scen s
...... M . . . . uncommon.

Snow G oo se  Chen hyperborea
......M . . . . uncommon.

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos
...... SR. . . uncommon.

Black Duck Anas rubripes
...... SR. . . common on inland

lakes and ponds.
Pintail Anas acuta

......M. . . . rare
Blue-winged Tea l Anas d is c o r s

...... SR. . . occasiona l.
Green-winged T ea l Anas caro lin en sis

...... SR. . . rare.
Baldpate Mareca americana

......M. . . . rare.
Shoveller Spatula clypeata

M ?• • • • * •

Wood Duck Aix sponsa
...... SR. . . occasional.

L e s s e r  Scaup Aythya affinis
......M poss ib ly  SR. . common.

Greather Scaup Aythya marila
...... M .. . . rare.

Ring-necked Duck Aythya co l la r is
...... SR .. .uncommon.

Redhead Aythya americana
......M .. . . rare.

Canvasback Aythya va lis ineria
......M. . .. rare.

Common Goldeneye Bucephala clangula
...... SR .. . common.

Bufflehead Bucephala albeola
......M ... . common.

Old-squaw Clangula hyemalis
......M .... common.
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White-winged Scoter Melanitta deglandi
......M .. . . occasional.

Hooded M ergan ser Lophodytes cucullatus
...... SR .. . rare.

Am erican M ergan ser M ergus m ergan ser
...... SR .. . common.

Red-breasted M ergan ser M ergus se r ra to r
...... SR .. . occasional.

Goshawk A ccip iter gentilis
......SR. . . uncommon

Cooper's Hawk Accip iter cooper i
......SR. . . uncommon

Sharp-shinned Hawk A ccip iter striatus
.......SR ... uncommon.

Red-shouldered Hawk Buteo lineatus
...... SR. . . uncommon.

Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jam aicen sis
...... SR ... uncommon.

Rough-legged Hawk Buteo lagopus
M ?• • • • •

Broad-winged Hawk Buteo platypterus
...... SR. . . common

Golden Eagle Aquila chrsa^tos
......R. . . .rare.

Bald Eag le Haliaeetus leucocephalus
......R. . . . occasional.

Marsh Hawk C ircu s cyaneus
. . . . .  SR. .. occasional. 

O sp rey  Pandion haliaUtus
...... SR. . . occasional.

Duck Hawk Falco peregr inus
...... S R ? . . rare.

Gyrfalcon Fa lco rustico lu s
......WR. . . rare.

P igeon  Hawk Fa lco columbarius
...... SR. . . occasional.

Sparrow Hawk Fa lco sparveriu s
...... SR ... common.

Sharp-tailed G rou se P ed io e ce te s  phasianellus
...... R. ... common on open

r id g es and burns.
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Sora Porzana Carolina
...... SR .. . rare.

Am erican Coot Fulica am ericana
...... SR or M ?. . .rare.

K illdeer Charadrius vo c ife ru s
...... M ... . common.

Semipalmated P lover Charadrius sem ipa lmatus
...... SR. . . ? .

G rea ter Y ellow legs Totanus melanoleucus
...... M .... rare.

L e s s e r  Yellow legs Totanus flavipes
...... M. . . . rare.

Solitary Sandpiper Tringa so litaria
......M or SR. .. uncommon.

Spotted Sandpiper A ctitis macularia
...... SR .. . o c ca s ion a l along

rocky shores.
Sanderling Croceth ia alba

......M .. . . very  rare.
Least Sandpiper E ro lia  minutilla

......M ____ ?.
W ilson's Snipe Cape 11a gallinago

...... SR. . . uncommon.
American Woodcock Philohela m inor

...... SR. . . occasiona l.
H err ing Gull Larus argentatus

...... SR. . .very  common.
Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis

...... SR. . rare, or M.
Bonaparte's Gull Larus Philadelphia

...... M .. . . occasiona l.
Common Tern Sterna hiruno

......M. . . . rare.
Caspian Tern Hydroprogne casp ia

...... M. . . . rare.
Mourn mg Dove Zenaidura macroura

...... SR. . . uncommon.
Black-billed Cuckoo C o ccy zu s erythropthalmus

...... SR. . . occas iona l.
Yellow-billed Cuckoo C o ccy zu s am ericanus

......M or SR. . ?.
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Common Screech  Owl Otus as io
...... SR. . . uncommon.

Great Horned Owl Bubo virginianus
...... R . . . . uncommon.

Snowy Owl Nyctea scandiaca
......W R... occa s iona l ?.

Hawk Owl Surnia ulula
......  R . . . . rare.

Barred Owl Strix varia
........  ?.

Long-eared Owl A sio otus

Saw-whet Owl Aegolius acadicus
...... SR. . . uncommon.

Whip-poor-will Capr.imulgus vociferu s
...... SR. . . occasional.

Nighthawk Chorde iles minor
...... SR

Chimney Swift Chaetura pelagica
...... SR. . . loca lly  common.

Ruby-throated Hummingbird Archilochus co lu lor is
...... SR. . . uncommon.

Belted K ingfisher M egacery le alcyon
...... SR. . . common.

Yellow-shafted F lick er Colaptes auratus
...... SR. . . common.

P ileated Woodpecker Dryocopus pileatus
...... R. . . . occasional.

Red-headed Woodpecker Melanerpes erythrocephalus
......M. . . . very rare.

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker Sphyrapicus varius
...... SR. . . occa s iona l

Hairy W oodpecker Dendrocopos v il losu s
...... R. .. . common.

Downy Woodpecker Dendrocopos pubescens
...... R. . . . common.

A rct ic  Three-toed W oodpecker P ico id e s  arcticu s
......R. .. . rare.

Am erican Three-toed P ico id e s  tridactylis
W oodpecker  M_rare.

Eastern Kingbird T.yrannus t.yrannus
...... SR. . . common around

snags.
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Eastern Phoebe Sayornis phoebe
...... SR. . . uncommon; m ore

abundant as migrant
A lder F lycatcher Empidonax tra ill i i

...... SR. . . uncommon.
Least F lycatcher Empidonax minimus

...... SR. . . uncommon.
Yellow-bellied F lycatcher Empidonax flaviventris

...... SR. . . rare.
Eastern  Wood Pewee Contopus v iren s

...... SR. . . m ost common on SW
end of island.

O live-sided F lycatcher Nuttallornis b orea lis
...... SR. . . occasional.

C re sted  F lycatcher Myiarchus crinitus
...... SR ...? .

Horned Lark Eremoph ila a lpestr is
......WR. . . ?.

Purple Martin Progne subis
......M . . . . rare.

C lif f Swallow Petrochelidon pyrrhonota
...... SR .. . rare.

Bank Swallow Riparia riparia
...... SR .. . rare.

T ree  Swallow Tachycineta b ico lo r
...... SR. . . occasiona l.

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica
...... SR. . . uncommon.

Raven Corvus corax
...... R. . . common.

Common Crow Corvus brachvrhynchos
...... SR. . . common.

Blue Jay Cyanocitta cristata
...... R. . . . occasional.

Canada Jay P e r is o r eu s  canadensis
...... R. . . . occasional.

Black-capped Chickadee Parus atricap illu s
...... R. . . . v ery  common.

White-breasted Nuthatch Sitta caro lin en s is
...... SR .. . rare.

Red-breasted Nuthatch Sitta canadensis
...... SR. . . uncommon.



Brown C r e ep e r  Certhia fam iliar is
...... SR. . . uncommon.

Short-billed Marsh Wren C istothorus platensis
...... SR. . . occa s iona l in marshes.

Winter Wren Trog lody tes troglodytes
...... SR. .. common.

House Wren Trog lody tes a&don
...... SR. .. rare.

Mockingbird Mimus polyglottos
......M ---- ? .

Catbird Dumetella caro lin ensis
......M .... rare.

Brown Thrasher Toxostoma rufum
...... SR .. . occa s iona l on open

brushy slopes.
American Robin Turdus m igratoriu s

...... SR ... occasional.
Wood Thrush Hylocichla mustelina

...... SR.. . ? .
Herm it Thrush Hylocichla guttata

...... SR .. . uncommon.
Gray-cheeked Thrush Hylocichla minima

......M and SR ... ?.
Swainson’s Thrush Hylocichla ustulata

...... SR ... common.
Veery Hylocichla fu sce scen s

...... SR ... occassional.
Eastern  B luebird Sialia s ia l is

...... SR .. . uncommon.
Golden-crowned Kinglet Regulus satrapa

...... SR. . . common.
Ruby-crowned Kinglet Regulus calendula

...... SR ... rare.
Water P ipit Anthus spinoletta

......M ____ ?.
Cedar Waxwing Bombycilla cedrorum

...... SR .. . common.
Northern Shrike Lanius excubitor

......W R ... ?.
Loggerhead Shrike Lanius ludovicianus

......M .... rare.

17



Starling Sturnus vu lgaris
...... SR. . . occas iona l.

White-eyed V ireo V ireo g r is eu s
.......?.

Blue-headed V ireo V ireo so l ita r iu s
......M or SR. . . rare.

Yellow-throated V ireo V ireo flavifrons
M .9 • • • • • •

Red-eyed V ireo V ireo o livaceus
...... SR .. . common.

Philadelphia V ireo V ireo philadelphicus
......M. . . . rare.

Warbling V ireo V ireo gilvus
......M. . . . rare.

B lack and White Warbler Mniotilta varia
...... SR. . . uncommon.

T ennessee  Warbler Verm ivora peregr ina
...... M or SR. . . rare.

Orange-crowned Warbler Verm ivora celata
......M. . . .? .

Nashville W arb ler Verm ivora ruficapilla
...... SR. . . common.

Parula Warb ler Parula americana
........ SR. .. uncommon.

Yellow Warb ler Dendroica petechia
.......?.

Magnolia Warbler Dendroica magnolia
...... SR. .. common.

Cape May Warbler Dendroica tigrina
...... M. .. . common.

Black-throated Blue Warbler Dendroica ca e ru le scen s
...... SR. . . common in maple

forest.
Myrtle Warbler Dendroica coronata

...... SR. . . common.
Black-throated Green Warb ler Dendroica v iren s

...... SR. . . common.
Blackburnian W arb ler Dendro ica fusca

...... SR. .. common.
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Chestnut-sided W arb ler Dendroica pensylvanica
...... SR ... common.

Bay-breasted W arb ler Dendroica castanea
...... SR. . . uncommon.

B lack-poll W arb ler Dendroica striata
......SR. . . rare.

Pine W arb ler Dendroica pinus
......M. . . . rare.

Palm  Warbler Dendroica palmarum
......M .. . . common.

Connecticut Warbler Opororn is agilis
...... SR. . . occasional.

Mourning Warbler Opororn is Philadelphia
...... SR. . . common.

Ovenbird Seiurus aurocapillus
...... SR. . . common.

Northern Waterthrush Seiurus noveboracensis
...... SR. . . uncommon.

Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas
...... SR. . . uncommon.

W ilson's Warbler W ilsonia pusilla
......M .. . . common.

Canada W arb ler Wilsonia canadensis
...... SR. . . occasional.

American Redstart Setophaga rutic ilia
...... SR. . . rare.

Brown-headed Cowbird Molothrus ater
...... SR. . . ? .

Red-winged B lackbird Agelaius phoeniceus
...... SR. . . common around

marshes.
Rusty B lackbird Euphagus carolinus

......M. . . . common.
Purple Grackle Quiscalus quiscula

...... SR. . . common around
marsh es and ponds.

Balt im ore O r io le  Icterus galbula
......M. . . . rare.

Eastern  Meadowlark Sturnella magna
......M ... . rare.
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Bobolink Dolichonyx ory z iv o ru s
...... M .. . . uncommon.

Scarlet Tanager P iranga o livacea
...... SR .. . rare.

R ose-brea sted  Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus
......M ____ ?.

English Sparrow P a s s e r  dom est icu s
...... accidental.

Pine Siskin Spinus pinus
...... R. .. . occasiona l.

American Goldfinch Spinus tr is t is
......M. . . . rare.

Pine Grosbeak P in ico la enucleator
......WR. . . common.

Common Redpoll Acanthis flammea
......WR. . . common.

Purple Finch Carpodacus purpureus
...... R. . . . uncommon.

Red C r o s sb i l l  Loxia cu rv iro stra
...... R. . . . common.

White-winged C r o s sb i l l  Loxia leucoptera
...... R. . . . common.

Evening Grosbeak Hesperiphona vespertina
...... SR. . . rare.

Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis
......M .. . . common.

Lapland Longspur Ca lcar iu s lapponicus
......M .... irregu lar, common.

Red-eyed Towhee P ip ilo erythrophthalmus
......M. . . . ? .

V esper Sparrow P ooe ce te s  gram ineus
...... SR. . . occasiona l.

Savannah Sparrow P a sse r cu lu s  sandwichensis
...... SR. . . occasiona l.

Song Sparrow M elosp iza  melod ia
...... SR. . . common.

Lincoln's Sparrow M elosp iza  lincolnii
...... M . .. . common.

Swamp Sparrow M elosp iza  georgiana
...... SR ... common in swamps



SYNOPSIS OF THE ISLE ROYALE BIRDS

Summer Residents (SR)........................... 104 spec ie s.
M igrants (M)......................................... 56 spec ie s.
Permanent Residents (R)........................  17 sp e c ie s .
Winter Residents (WR)...........................  6 sp e c ie s .
Other (accidentals, b irds of unknown 

status, and b irds which do not fall 
c lean ly into the above catagor ies)......... 14 spec ies.

TOTAL.................................................  197 spec ies.
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Harris' Sparrow Zonotrich ia querula
......M ... . very rare.

White-crowned Sparrow Zonotrich ia leucophrys
......M .... rare.

White-throated Sparrow Zonotrich ia a lb ico ll is
...... SR. . . very common.

T ree  Sparrow Spizella arborea
......WR or M

Chipping Sparrow Spizella passerina
...... SR .. . occa s iona l except in

migration.
C lay-co lored  Sparrow Spizella pallida

M 9 • • ■ • • •
Slate-co lored Junco Junco hyemalis

......WR (rare); SR. . loca lly
common.

Fox Sparrow P a sse re l la  iliaca
......M ____ ?.



Mammals
In the follow ing mammalian check lis ts sc ien tif ic  t e rm -

inology fo llow s Burt, W. H.; 1957; Mammals of the G rea t 
Lakes R egion ; Univ. of Mich. P re ss ,  Ann Arbor. An 
aster isk  (*) indicates sp e c ie s  r e co rded  for the island in 
Adams, C. C.; 1908; An E co lo g ica l Survey of Is le  Royale, 
Lake Super ior; Michigan State B io log ica l Survey. A double 
a ster isk  (**) indicates sp e c ie s  re corded  for Is le  Royale by 
Burt (1957). A trip le a ster isk  (***) is used fo r sp e c ie s  
which have been observed by the present authors.

MAMMALS NOW OCCURRING ON ISLE ROYALE.

Little Brown Bat Myotis lucifugus * ** ***
Keen Myotis Myotis keeni * ** ***
Silver-haired Bat Las ionycter is noctivagans **
B ig Brown Bat Eptes icu s fu scus * **
Hoary Bat Lasiurus c inereu s **
Short-tailed W ease l Mustela erm inea * **
Long-tailed W ease l Mustela frenata **
Mink Mustela v ison * ** ***
R iver Otter Lutra canadensis

(no authenticated records) 
Red Fox Vulpes fulva ***
Gray Wolf Canis lupus ** ***
Red Squ irre l Tam iasc iu ru s hudsonicus

rega l i s  * ** ***
Beaver Ca stor canadensis * ** ***
D eer  Mouse P erom y scu s  maniculatus * ** ***
B orea l Red-backed Vole C lethrionomys gapperi * **
Muskrat Ondatra zibeth ica * **
Snowshoe Hare Lepus americanus * ** ***
M oose  A lce s  a lc e s  ** ***
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MAMMALS KNOWN TO HAVE OCCURRED ON ISLE 
ROYALE, BUT WHICH ARE NOW PROBABLY ABSENT.

MAMMALS OCCURRING ON THE MAINLAND ADJACENT 
TO ISLE ROYALE, BUT WHICH HAVE NEVER BEEN 

FOUND ON THE ISLAND.
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Marten Martes americana *
Coyote Canis latrans (probably

present from  early 
1900's to about 1955) 

Canada Lynx Lynx canadensis *
(Fishermen report that 
lynx were present until 
the mid 1930’s) 

White-tailed D eer Odoco ileu s virginianus
(Reports indicate that 
about 6 were re lea sed  
early in the 1900's) 

Woodland Caribou Rangifer caribou *
(probably present 
until the mid 1920's)

Starnose Mole Condylura cristata
Masked Shrew Sorex c inereus
Smokey Shrew Sorex fumeus
A rct ic  Shrew Sorex arcticu s
Northern Water Shrew Sorex palustris
P igm y  Shrew M icr o so r ex  hoyi
Short-tail Shrew Blarina brevicauda
Red Bat Lasiurus borea lis
Black Bear Ursus americanus
Raccoon P rocyon lotor
F ish e r  Martes pennanti
Least W ease l Mustela r ixosa
Striped Skunk Mephitis mephitis
Gray Fox Urocyon cinereoargen teus
Bobcat Lynx rufus



The vertebrates of Is le  Royale National Park may be 
enumerated as follows:

F i s h e s ....................50 sp e c ie s  (42 sp e c ie s  and
8 su b sp e c ie s . )

Amphibians and
R e p t i l e s ...............  11 spec ie s.
B irds .................... 197 spec ie s.
Mammals ..............18 spec ie s.

V erteb ra te s............  276 spec ie s.
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Woodchuck Marmota monax
Least Chipmunk Eutamias m inimus
Eastern  Chipmunk Tam ias striatus
Eastern Gray Squ irre l Sciurus caro lin en s is
Northern Flying Squ irre l G laucomys sabrinus
Southern Bog Lemm ing Synaptomys co op e r i
Heather Vole Phenacomys in termedius
Meadow Vole M icrotus pennsylvanicus
Yellow-nosed Vole M icrotus chrotorrhinus
House Mouse Mus muscuius
Norway Rat Rattus norveg icu s
Meadow Jumping Mouse Zapus hudsonius
Woodland Jumping Mouse Napeozapus insign is
Porcupine Erith izon dorsatum
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