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1. Term suggested: 

2. Where would you place this term in the Hierarchical Listing? 
(For an explanation of the hierarchical structure, see p. ix. The Hierarchical Listing begins on page one.) 

Tree Name: 

Broader Term: 

Narrower Term(s): 

3. Briefly explain why you believe this term is needed in the Thesaurus: 

4 . Your Name: Title: 

Organization: 

Mailing Addr.: 

City/State/Zip:_ 

Phone: ( ) Date: 

Please note: We welcome all suggestions. However, in order to maintain 
a high standard of quality and consistency throughout, all suggested terms 
are subject to approval by the thesaurus review committee. 

Please mail completed form to: Diane Mallos, Thesaurus Coordinator, INFOBANK, Planning and 
Grants Assistance Division, National Park Service, 200 Chestnut Street, Room 502, Philadelphia, PA 
19106; Telephone: (215) 597-1571 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Thesaurus of Park, Recreation and leisure Service Terms was developed in 
response to the need for a standardized vocabulary for information storage and retrieval 
systems in the park, recreation and leisure service profession. The descriptive terms 
found in this thesaurus are specifically applicable to park, recreation and leisure 
information resources and can be broadly applied to related fields such as conservation 
and resource management and protection. It offers a professional standard for 
information managers to use when indexing and organizing information resources in a 
database and provides information seekers with an enhanced ability to search a database 
for general or highly specialized information. 

The construction of this thesaurus is based on standard guidelines provided by the 
American National Standards Institute, Inc. It consists of a controlled vocabulary, the 
structure of which is shown clearly by the hierarchical listing located in the first section. 
An alphabetical listing located in the last section, provides the advantage of hundreds of 
cross-references to authorized terms, indexing/searching suggestions and related terms. 
The use of the two lists in conjunction is recommended for the user to develop a 
thorough understanding of the vocabulary and the indexing and searching possibilities it 
provides. 
The selection of park, recreation and leisure service terms in the controlled vocabulary was 
made on the basis of selected input from professionals and information specialists of the 
National Park Service and the National Recreation and Park Association with support from 
many other organizations interested in information networking. Because a thesaurus is 
a dynamic structure and in need of continuous revision to reflect topical trends and 
changes in the way people describe and search for information, this first edition will set 
the stage for future modified thesaurus editions. To manage the revision process, a 
thesaurus review group will be formed to ensure that this thesaurus contains the most 
current and appropriate terminology related to our profession, that the thesaurus standards 
are maintained, and that it continues to serve the needs of information managers and 
information seekers in the field. 

It is our hope that as more organizations provide input and adopt the thesaurus as their 
standard for information storage and retrieval, our profession will be closer to our goal of 
increasing information sharing and networking opportunities and creating greater access 
to the ideas and solutions which we all generate. 

We welcome your questions or comments. Please write or call: 

INFOBANK 
National Park Service 
200 Chestnut Street, Room 502 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 
(215) 597-1571 

INFORMATION SYSTEM DIVISION 
National Recreation and Park 

Association 
3101 Park Center Drive 
Alexandria, VA 22302 
(703) 820-4940 

January 1990 
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GUIDE TO THE THESAURUS 
The Hierarchical Listing 

THE HIERARCHICAL LISTING 

The controlled vocabulary is divided into ten discrete topical hierarchies. These 
hierarchies are called "trees" because of the branch-like quality a hierarchy 
possesses with each branch dividing into smaller branches. Take, for example, 
the MANAGEMENT TREE. The Management Tree has several broad terms such 
as Financial Management, Fire Management, Information Management and Land 
Management. Each of these terms has narrower terms. For example, the next 
level of narrow terms under Land Management consists of Acquisition, Land 
Preservation and Land Use. The term Land Preservation has yet another level of 
even narrower terms (see example, below) and one of these, Restricted Uses has 
its own set of yet narrower terms. The Hierarchial Listing complements the 
Alphabetical Listing because it is a graphic representation of the hierarchical 
relationships that are shown as symbols (BT-NT) in the Alphabetical Listing. 

AN EXCERPT FROM THE MANAGEMENT TREE7: 

(small numbers in italics indicate levels of the hierarchy) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

Land Management 

Acquisition 
Land Preservation 

Greenways 
Land Preservation Programs 
Public Trust Doctrine 
Restricted Uses 

Easements 
Liens 
Zoning 

Stewardship 

Land Use 
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GUIDE TO THE THESAURUS 
The Hierarchical Listing 

VOCABULARY TREE NAMES AND DEFINITIONS 
(Abbreviations for tree names in parentheses) 

(ACT) Activities Tree 

Covers a wide range of park, recreation and leisure activities performed by 
individuals and groups in society, such as boating, swimming and jogging. 

(ENV) Environment Tree 

Covers terms associated with biological and natural resources and 
processes, such as animals, environmental concerns, and physical 
processes. 

(EQP) Equipment & Vehicles Tree 

Covers numerous types of equipment when combined with another 
subject term such as skiing and equipment or mowing and equipment. 

(F&S) Facilities & Sites Tree 

Covers the facilities, sites or settings which provide an environment for 
park, recreation and leisure pursuits, such as activity centers, 
administrative settings, and water sites. 

(GEO) Geographical Locations Tree 

Includes all of the United States, its territories, and specified foreign 
countries, such as Virginia, Guam and Canada. 

(LAW) Law & Policy Tree 

Covers terms related to legislation, policies and recreation law terms, such 
as civil rights legislation, liability, and regulations. 

(MGT) Management Tree 

Covers terms related to managing a park, recreation or leisure facility or 
program, such as financial management, organizational administration and 
program and services. 
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GUIDE TO THE THESAURUS 
The Hierarchical Listing 

(ORG) Organizations & Groups Tree 

Covers types of organizations, groups and individuals involved with park, 
recreation and leisure pursuits, such as government agencies, occupational 
groups and special populations. 

(PLN) Planning Tree 

Covers terms related to types of planning in the park, recreation and 
leisure field, such as comprehensive planning, strategic planning and urban 
planning. Covers other areas of planning by combining the term planning 
with other subject terms, such as interpretation and planning or 
greenways and planning. 

(R&S) Research & Studies Tree 

Covers research methods, standards, surveys and statistics used in the 
park, recreation and leisure field, such as data collection, measurement, 
methodology and sciences. 
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GUIDE TO THE THESAURUS 
The Alphabetical Usting 

THE ALPHABETICAL LISTING 

Use the Alphabetical Listing as you would an index to find authorized terms. 
Simply begin by looking up the first topic or word that comes to mind. The 
Alphabetical Listing is cross-referenced to guide you to the terms that will provide 
the most successful search of your topic. 

Each authorized term has a main entry in the Alphabetical Listing (see Sample of 
a Main Entry, opposite page). The main entry is where you will find all the 
information about the term and its relationships to other terms. In its main entry 
the authorized term appears in boldface. Listed below the boldfaced term you 
may find any of the following types of information: 

Symbol 

SN (Scope Note) 

UF (Used For) 

BT (Broader Term) 

NT (Narrower Term) 

RT (Related Term) 

(ACT) 

Explanation 

A definition or instruction for use of the term. 
Scope notes are enclosed in parentheses. 

The boldfaced term should be "used for" the term(s) 
listed after this symbol. These unauthorized terms 
may be synonyms or inversions of the authorized term, 
or they may be encompassed by its scope definitio 
The reciprocal of the UF is the USE-Reference (see 
Sample of a Use-Reference Entry, opposite page). 

The authorized term that is one level broader 
in meaning. An ellipsis (...) following this 
term indicates the existence of narrower terms 
in the main entry. 

The authorized term that is one level narrower 
in meaning. An ellipsis (...) following this 
term indicates the existence of narrower terms 
in the main entry. 

Authorized term(s) from other parts of the 
controlled vocabulary. These terms are topically 
related to the boldfaced term and may provide 
additional information to the indexer or searcher. 

Abbreviation for the "tree" name in the Hierarchical 
Listing. For the complete list of abbreviations, see 
Vocabulary Tree Names and Definitions, p. vi. 
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GUIDE TO THE THESAURUS 
The Alphabetical Listing 

SAMPLE OF A MAIN ENTRY: 

Land Preservation (MGT) 

SN (use specific site when applicable) 

UF Land Conservation 
Land Protection 

BT Land Management-

NT Greenways 
Land Preservation Programs 
Land Trusts 
Public Trust Doctrine 
Restricted Uses-
Stewardship 

RT Land Use 
Open Space 
Public Spaces 

USE-REFERENCES 

Use-References are cross-references from unauthorized to authorized terms. If, 
when looking up a topic, you locate an unauthorized term, it will appear in italics. 
Below it you will see the boldfaced word "USE" followed by the authorized term. 
If the authorized term has an ellipsis (...) following it, be sure to check its main 
entry for narrower terms which may be more specific to your topic. If the Use-
Reference refers you to two authorized terms linked by a plus sign ( + ), see The 
Use-Reference as an Indexing and Searching Aid, next page. 

Land Conservation 
USE Land Preservation... (MGT) 
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GUIDE TO THE THESAURUS 
The Alphabetical Listing 

THE USE-REFERENCE AS AN INDEXING AND SEARCHING AID: 

When you encounter use-references which look like the two examples below 
your next step will depend on whether you are an indexer or a searched 
Indexers should assign both terms to the resource they are indexing. Searched 
should combine the two terms in a single search expression using the boolean 
operator "and" to replace the plus ( + ). Boolean searching can only be performed 
on automated databases. 

Drug Testing 
USE Drugs + Monitoring 

Multi-Use Trails 
USE Multiple Use + Trails 

It must be stressed that the currently existing use-references of this type should 
not limit your imagination when you are considering term combinations. The 
ability to combine terms to create additional concepts not specifically assigned 
terms in the Thesaurus gives this controlled vocabulary a scope and versatility 
ranging far beyond its apparent size. 
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THE THESAURUS OF * PARK * RECREATION * LEISURE SERVICE » TERMS 
Hierarchical Listing 

ACTIVITIES TREE 
7 2 3 4 5 6 
Activities 

Aerial Activities 
Ballooning 
Flying 
Gliding 

Hang Gliding 
Kite Flying 
Model Flying 
Parachuting 

Cultural Activities 
Arts & Crafts 

Art 
Ceramics 
Flower Arranging 
Jewelry Making 
Leathercraft 
Metalworking 
Photography 
Woodworking 

Home & Farm Arts 
Animal Husbandry 
Cooking 
Gardening 

Plant Propagation 
Needlework 

Passive/Mental Activities 
Magic Tricks 
Meditation 
Mental Games 

Board Games 
Card Games 
Gambling 
Puzzles 
Word Association Games 

Movies 
Radio 
Reading 
Sightseeing 
Television 
Video Games 
Writing 

Performing Arts 
Circuses 
Dance 
Drama 
Music 
Opera/Musical Theater 

Fitness Activities 
Aerobics 
Calisthenics 
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THE THESAURUS OE * PARK * RECREATION * LEISURE SERVICE * TERMS 
Hierarchical Listing 

ACTIVITIES TREE (continued) 
7 2 3 4 5 6 

Fitness Activities (continued) 
Jogging 
Walking 
Weight Training 

Forest & Nature Activities 
Birdwatching 
Camping 

Day Camping 
Croup Camping 
Primitive Camping 
Resident Camping 

Gathering & Collecting 
Hunting 

Bow Hunting 
Trapping 

Stargazing 
Survival Activities 

Orienteering 
Ropes Courses 

Social Activities 
Hayrides 
Picnicking 
Social Dancing 
Special Events 

Anniversaries 
Auctions 
Balls 
Carnivals 
Celebrations 
Ceremonies 
Competitions 

Races & Racing 
Encampments 
Fairs 
Festivals 
Fireworks 
Pageants 
Parades 
Rallies 
Rodeos 
Shows/Exhibitions 

Spectating 
Vacations/Outings 

Sports & Games 
Archery 
Badminton 
Baseball 
Basketball 
Bocci 
Bowling 
Boxing 
Coaching & Officiating 
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THE THESAURUS OF * PARK * RECREATION * LEISURE SERVICE * TERMS 
Hierarchical Listing 

ACTIVITIES TREE (continued) 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

Sports & Games (continued) 
Cricket 
Croquet 
Curling 
Driving 
Equestrian Sports 

Horse Racing 
Jousting 
Polo 

Fencing 
Field Hockey 
Football 

Touch Football 
Frisbee 
Golf 
Gymnastics 
Handball 
Horseshoes 
Ice Hockey 
Ice Skating 
Kickball 
Lacrosse 
Lawn Bowling 
Martial Arts 
Miniature Golf 
Playground Activities 
Racquetball 
Roller Skating 
Rugby 
Shooting 

Target Shooting 
Trap & Skeet Shooting 

Shuffleboard 
Skateboarding 
Soccer 
Softball 
Squash 
Stick Ball 
T-Ball 
Table Tennis 
Tennis 
Track & Field 

Running 
Volleyball 
Wheelchair Sports 
Wrestling 

Trail & Slope Activities 
Bicycling 
Caving 
Climbing 

Ice Climbing 
Mountain Climbing 
Rock Climbing 
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