THE VEANTUG OF INTERPRETATION

Because interpretation can be almost limitless, its scope and direction must
be in conformity with the mission of the National Park Service. The follow-
ing guidelines swrmarize whet rost people believe to be the basic elemernts of
the interpretive mission. Essentially, all relate to the prirary purpose of
interpretive services: engendering a love and respect and knowledge of those
special places of natural beauty and historical significance which have been
set aside in the [iational Park System. As with most great activities of
mankind, the whole is greater than the sum of its parts.

Percepiion as the highest form of park use. All interpretive programs should
seck to enhance the experience of the visitor. The abiding vurvose of
national parks is to bring man and his natural and cultural envircnment into
closer harmony. Interpretive programs should be designed to help people
perceive and treasure the natural and historic preocesses through which the
Jand and 21l living things have achieved their existence. Perception, then,
should become the highest form of park use.

Pregservotion thrcurh appreciation. Interpretation can become the most effec-
tive device for preserving park values. Cre superintendent declared:
"Interpretation is the frontal attack which tarough proper use can ease law
enforcement problems, get across safety, and aid the maintenance and littering
problems." Visitors who are informed about the reason for park policiles and
who understand the threats to survival of the parks are more likely to become
- personally involved.and to help .in.prescrvation efforts.

Reslization of the educational potentizl of national vparks. The Conservation
Foundation Task rorce on "The National Park System as an Educational and
Cultural Institution" concludsd "The National Park Service does not have to
become an educational and cultural institution; it already is one. The Fark
Service boasts the natiocn's, if not the world's, largest, most generously
endowed campus without walls." Such programs as the Yosewite Institute and
the Rocky Mountain Surmer Seminars provide models for utilization of national
parks by educaticnal institutions for programs of instruction from the elemen-
tary grades to the college l:vel. In a time of intense pressure from enormous
numbers of visitors, interprztation must also provide some in-depth prograns.
Parks are self-reavealing, educative environments where park values can te
understood by the visitor in a context which relates them to his own life and
values.

Supvort of the envircnmental movement. In the not too distant past, inter-
pretation was a2n activity which added much to the visitor's appreciation and
understanding of nzational parks. Now the stage has heen expandod. Interpreta-
tion is coming to be an activity which will 2dd much to the visitor's apvre-
ciation and undcrstanding of his world. "That drum surely has been beatirs
loudly and clearly: parks today - a social force for an environrental ethic,
and out interpretive programs at the hub of that force."




Outreach through environmentzal education. A participant in the Crand Canyon
meeting, Bill Eddy, who directed production of the film "Earthbound" and the
book Consider the Process of Living, described the role of envirommental
education progrars such as MEED, STEP, and the Environmentel Study Areas, all
of which jinvolve young people through the school systems:

"These represent a specific and detailed involvement by the Park
Service primarily in the public educational system throughout
this country. -Environmental education as defined in this
context is not to be viewed as a substitute for, but rather as
an extensicn of the interpretive program within each park. Its
prime purpose is to amplify in national and even global terms a
concern, with sensitivity to surroundings, similar to that
expressed by local park interpretive progrems. However, the
particular role of environmental education within the whole of
the national parks interpretive mission is to utilize existing
school systems, social organizations and appropriate park areas
to create a greater sensitivity to all natural processes and a
greater awareness of them as a living organism."

Relevance to the interests and traditions of all visitors. The United States
i3 s pluralistic nation; interpretive programs, particularly in historical
areas, need tc communicate this rich cultural diversity. As NPS is the
steward of America's natural rescurces, it must also be the fair-minded
steward, and the interpreter, of the cultural contributions made by the
Indian, the black, and the Chicano, as well as the European.

Ccumunication with young peopnle. Presently, many young visitors are turned
off by traditional terms of HPS interpretation. Yet both NPS and young
people share many of the same goals; an interest in the future welfare of the
parks, a sensitivity to natural and social values, a concern for environ-
mental degradation. Inteérpretation should seek Yo build an alliance between
HPS and young people through better means of communication. Programs which
involve the visitor as a participant, rather than as a spectator, are
generally more successful.

Parks as evarmples of environmental integritv. Interpretation is a vital way
of dealing with parks themselves, as well as of dealing with visitors. The
parks rust be managed and developed in a wey that will complement, rather
then contradict, the interpretive theme of envirommental quality. NPS is on
stage, front and center; it must practice what it preaches.

Quelity, the distinctive feature. There are meny land-managing organizations
that offer internretive programs, just as there are many outstanding natural,
historical and recreational sites administered by other Federal, state and
private agencies. One characteristic that should always identify I’PS admini-
stration is that any facility put in a park and any program developed for a
park should e distinctive for its guality. Whatever the mediun and whatever
the goal of an interpretive prcgram, it should be a quality performance,
People have a right to be touched, to be moved, to be inspired by their visit
to a national park. There is as much reason %o restrict the number of
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pecple participating in an interpretive program, in order to preserve the
quality of the rrogram, as there is to restrict the number of people entering
a national park, in order to preserve the quality of the park experience.

Above all, diversity. National parks are set aside because of their diversity.
One of the great values of a national park is its ability to offer a contrast
to the enviromment in which most park visitors live. The strength of the
avironmental message is that all park ecosystems are interrelated and often
interdependent. But this does not mean that a2ll park interpretation should
teke on a sameness. People do not travel all the way from Florida to

Mt. Rainier to hear a lecture on water pollution. A park interpretive progran
nust begin with, or return to, the basic park theme.

Excerpt from:

A Report on National Park Service Interpretation

By: William C. Everhart, Director, Harpers Ferry Center
March 1973
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EXANPLES OF CEXIRAU THEMES ARD CORCERI POR THEMATIC INTRXPRETATION

Froa "Environments) Concepis thngt_z Questions"?

*

Change is a constant process, toth in the earth and the cammmitlies that
popllate it,

Vater, temperature, and climate =mre related to esch of the changes,
Blotic commnities are often significant factors in earth chengss.

The earth and its resources are finite,

Men and other andmals &re products »f thelr envirooment.

Tos eavircumsft iz a camplex weh §ith efgrything connected,

Cultumal change and historic events have strong linkages to environ-
wectal factors,

® ok ok 3 kR

From "Enviromnegtal Couceptual Strands”:

* Variety, similavities, and pattern
* Intaractions snd interdepgendence
* Contimuity asd change

* PBEvolution and adaptation

Fros "The Name of the Game: Thematic Interpretaticn”:

Man's dependency on the environment/mature
Interdependency of all life
Sirdlayity of &)l men
Similarity of all life

Change

Man's adjustment/mnlsdjoscment to the envirormment
Cultural oxrder

Tatuaral order

The Tood chain

War is Hell

War is necessary,/vnpecessary
Wazr iz futile

War is natural

Mlaptation

Adjustment to change

Adgnbt feooperate or die
Courag: and rewsrd

Greed and prics

B & k k¥ % ok & ok ok ok o o %k ok ok 3 ok
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Adipled fram "Examples of Contral Thames” by Willias

ok % &%
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FMNP appeals to each of the flwe sanzes,

RMRP {8 uffected by the sessons of the yesr,

Tae Rocky Mouttailr imsdscape iz it a congtant state of change.

BEMNP bas great diversity.

Man ir capable of destroying bis environment and its ability {o sustain
1ife, '
Man depends upor the Tiologieal organisms whth which he shmres this
plaget for Li; own health and well-being,

The natural workd le extremsly cosplex, having many interacting and
ioterdepaeadert parts.

All things in nature mast be cycled zo that they can be used over and
over ﬂ@i_no

Diversity 1s necessary ic the living workd,

O national parks have important therspeutic effects on urbanized man.
The story of man in RME? is adventurous, humorcus, and troublesome, -
Glacial function is dependent upon several variables,

The land-cape of RMNF 1s the rasult of & variejy of Toxces.

Can EMNF garvive the pressures man is putting on it?

Man8s view of RMNF has undergons anay chuages daring its recomded his-
tory.

Additiopal Themes::

B B 2

Afgeptildion

Stratvegies for survival

Evoluation

Ecogystenr structure and fmetion

- Rature as & whole 'rith Intwrlocking prts

All parts of an ccogyrtenr are interrelated,

Stabiiity of ecosystem: is a function of dlversity,

Succesuion

Closed sy:'er: Spacestip Earth witk finite resources

Populiat!on dynamice [Mere are finite Umits to thes numbersocof
organi s 3, glven :ro.yscenm 24 support (carvying cspecity).

Energy f£low through sosystems ‘fcod 2hsina) ,

Nutriont syeli-g in sengysvem: kydscloglcal cycle, carbon cycle and
the laporeace of secomporition to [, ite.) .
Barth’s tistory as depicSad in FMEP (reute to Mese Verde, Grand Cexyoa
Yellowstone, ete,

The forcis of natwry: < ccatinually st wok in RMAP,

Posan -environsedc itherwelons

Man is & par:; o maiwe.

Man's welfae: domendy ‘mor tha star: of hir dblogphare,

In meny cases, man s hid 1 welévecious affect upon the land,
Zoviroana:tal sthic 219 seuie o g-ermaship, responsidility

Role of NPS 11 tomerdig mrrml. ané Jiscowlt Desomeces (compare and
contrusy wita 7,8, Mares: 3err e,
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OSANTATION 0F TALKS

x P mtwdmld.c*u have thres pmrposes: {1) to create s Zevoralle atmogphaens
for the taik {2) to stimuliste :'.ntcrast in the sudject (3} to (-J.aﬁ)
the topla.

A, A favwredla atmosphere mey be cresatasd by:

i, Refaorring to moeentary iutorcsts

2, Esspanfilng to mcod of auvdisnce

z. wmtomauwmwmnm
o Funestly coamplimenting the audience

B, Interest may b stimulated Vy:

1. Asking a stimlating question
2. Asking a series of questions
. B. Deginning with an vnugual. ststscadt
k, Begioning with an 1llusdraticn or narretive
5. Begiloning with humor (if related to talk)
6. Beglaning with o provoestive guotation
7o Relating a pertinent persoual axparianco
8. Raferring %o a problem
9. Referving %o ths oncasion

C, Tie topic may be clarified by wewe. - . . theme and its main
headings, :

II, The body of the talk may be develcpad hy: (1) di.ac’lolinctbethm
{2) 4ividing the theme into main aud subsedinate headings and ar-
ranging them iato an ocrgsnizationsl pattern, end (3) supportiag
your ldzas with explansiion, resscuing, evidence, analagy, 2hc.

A. The theme should be worded ss e complete sentence widhh smoarized
the entire sgpeech,.

B, Tue zain headinga must support the ceakral iden, MWMm‘a
mdmmtomwthefmmamm

1, Deductive or inductive

2. Poblea-golution

3. Time-order

b, Enuwssysticn-order

50 logical (step-by-step) oxvder

6, lLocatica=-order _ S
T Dause-to-effect znd effect-to-causs
8, Simpla~to-conplex

9. Femilliar-to-unfaziliar

TII. The conelusion rounds o-at the theme by (1) sumsirixing the msie ;@;S.xza,
(2) emplifying the theme, or (3) indicabing desired sction, or (&) oy |

combination of Zham,
Adaptsd from How to Commmicate Orelry by Gles Pe Cepp



