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I . I n t r o d u c t i o n 

A. Programs are ideas turned in to r e a l i t y 

B. Every undertaking needs three M's: Motive, Method &. Means 

C. History he lpful : p a s t f ac t s and events in chronological 
order - . their importance 

D. Will s tay "by h i s t o r y , leave method end means to others 

I I . The or ig ins 

1915-16 Director Mather employs Robert S te r l ing Yard 
(forcer Ed. Century) National Parks Por t fo l io 
produced, to s ix ed i t ions 

1918 National Parks Education Committee created: 
Chas. Walcott of Smithsonian I n s t i t u t e Chr. , 
75 college P res iden t s end educators. Merged 
in to National Parks Association in 1919 and 
Yard res igns t c head up new organizat ion. 

1919 Western men with i dea s : 
Harold C. 3ryant - nature education and f i e l d t r i p s 
Loye Holmes Mi l l e r 
Chas. M. Goethe, Sacramento; Impressed Europe programs 

Founder Calif . Nature League 
Bryant and Goethe to Glacier 1917; to S ie r ra 1919 
Conservation education a t Tehee Resorts ournro-r 1919 
Goethe a t Mather Christmas par ty in Yosezite; financing 

se t t l ed 
Mather interviews Bryant regarding moving to Ycoeaaite 

with program 
Frank Pinkley con t r ibu t ion in SW National Monuments 

1920 V i s i t i ng s c i e n t i s t s give t a l k s . Geology Profs , take 
students to parks 

M. P . Skinner in Yellowstone gives t a l k s . Encs Mi l l s 
a t Rocky Mountain 

Bryant and Mi l l e r organize f u l l program in Yosemite; 
advocate park n a t u r a l i s t and similar program in every 
park. 



1921 Mi l le r and Bryant l e c t u r e tour : DeB Moines, 
Chicago, Ind ianapo l i s , Syracuse, Washington,B.C. 
and Nev York. 

Yosemite program enlarged; Hal l assigned museunj 
two women h e l p . 

Free Nature Guide Service 

1923-25 Glac ier , Grand Canyon, Rain ie r , Rocky Mountain, 
Sequoia and Zion organize programs. Carl RuB6ell 
appointed Park N a t u r a l i s t a t Yosemite; 

F i e l d headquarters with Hal l as Chief Na tu ra l i s t 
e s t a b l i s h e d in Berkeley. 

1928 Ccrmi t t e e on Education in National Parks appointed 
by Secre ta ry of I n t e r i o r 

Dr. John C. Merriam, Chr. I n s p i r a t i o n 
Dr. Herman C. Bumpus, Museums and Exhib i t s in Place 
Dr. Frank R. Oas t le r , Photography and Wildlife P r c t e c t -

icn 
Dr. Vernon Kellogg, Sc i en t i s t , and Chi ldren ' s books 
Dr. Harold C. Bryant, Nature Education 
Reports and Recommendations i n 1929 

1. Basic principles 

2. Use of exceptional features, not found elsev: 

3. Inspirational and educational values of parks' 

k. Limit education to park features; avoid types 
obtainable elsewhere. 

5. Primary object: Maximum of understanding and 
appreciation to every visitor. 

6. Responsibility in regularly appointed park 
officials. Advocated: 

a. A Division of Education coordinate-
with other NTS divisions directed by 
a man of the test scientific and edu­
cational qualifications to administer 
program. 

b. Advisory Board of 5-7 members to be 
appointed by Secretary of Interior. 
First Advisory Board comprised of 
Committee on Education (exception of 
Bryant) plus Clark Wissler (Amer. Mus. 
Nat. Hist.), Wallace W. Atwood, (Pres. 
Clark Univ.) and Isiah Bowman (Pres. 
John Hopkins Univ.) Soon history was 
veil represented. Chairman first few 
years: John C. Merriam, Hermann C. Bmrpus, 
Waldo Leland. Historic Si tee Act cf 1936 
provided for Advisory Beard, so reorganized 



1930 Branch of Research and Education e s t a b l i s h e d -
WasMngton Off ice . Harold C. Bryant, Ass t . 
D i rec to r , In Charge of Biology; Wallace V. A t v o e d , J r . , 
Ass t . Ear th Science; Verne E. Chate la in , His to ry 
Berkeley F i e l d Headquar ters , Ansel F . Hal l , Chief 
N a t u r a l i s t 

1. Problems met; s tandards had to be s e t 

a. Park N a t u r a l i s t in every park - C i v i l 
Service - Exams - Yellowstone, Lassen. 
Troubles . 

b . Sales p u b l i c a t i o n s handled by employees 

c . I a c t u r e s in schools ; park admin i s t r a t i ve 
s e t up: Washington to supervise t e c h n i c a l 
program. 

d. Ra in ie r Company guides and l e c t u r e s . 

e . Natura l H i s to ry Assoc ia t ions . Museums 
made to f u n c t i o n . 

f. Research - O f f i c i a l s a f r a id cf the word. 

(1) By n a t u r a l i s t s McKee, Geo. Wright: 
Wi ld l i f e Survey Fauna Se r i e s 

(2) By Govt. Agencies - U3C-S, F oc VI 

(3) By u n i v e r s i t i e s - M. V. Z . , Big Bend, 
Univ. Mich. 

(a) Collaborator status helped. 

Permit difficulties 

(k) Little by staff, most by outside help 

g. Libraries 

h. Publications 
(1) Guide books - Things to do - auto -

naturalist' s manuals 

(2) Rature Notes 

(3) Fauna and Flora - Geology 

(k) History 

(5) Book6 about the National Parks 

i. Visual Aids - relief models, exltibits. 
laboratories. 
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I93I-U2 Civilian Conservation Corps 

1. Increased personnel - Eryant 65th nan; 
later 3000 1° Washington. 

2. Combination of Labor recruiting; Army -
clothe, house and feed, Conservation 
Agencies - labor program - 200 nan camps. 

3. Education Corrni ttes in Washington - In 
camps - Cnaplain, Educator - publications -
vocational. 

1+. CCC boys manned stations and museums -
criticism. 

5. Graduate students used to build science 
collections. 

6. Photographs, slides and motion pictures 

a. University of Chicago and Erpi Ccrp 
series of motion pictures. Mountain 
Building; Erosion; Volcanism, etc. 

III. Accoirplishments 33 years later 

A. Organized educational program in all major parks and 
monuments. 

B. Opportunity for visiters to learn about chief features and 
the natural lavs involved in their creation. 

C. Opportunity for -visitors to gain inspiration from uniquely 
inspiring materials presented in park areas. 

D. Extensive educational equipment: musuer.s, visiter centers, 
observation stations, campfire circles, narure trails, 
exhibits in place, visual materials: photos, slides, 
motion pictures, etc. 
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j Family Tree of the National Park Service \ 
, 11980 - Alaska National Parks, Monuments & Preserves - acreage of the NPS more than doubles 

j \ 1964 - Reorganization of the NPS into 3 branches: Natural , H is tor ica l & Recreational 

' ^ * - V „ , , - , \ r ,, . . „P \ , ,. „ j.- T/C t. i 1956 - "Mission '66 ' /beg ins / 
\ 1937 -jCape Hatteras NS - \ l s t National! Seashore I ~^- I a J 

X
\ 1936 -1 Park, Parkway, Recr\Area Study! Act / f^ J f 

\ 1 9 3 5 - [ H i s t o r i c Sites Act 7 7 / / yS ^ 
\ \ 1933yB lue Ridge NPwy - 1st Nat./Parkway 

irganizat ion of the NPS on\June 10, 1933 1933/< Morristbwn NHP - 1st NaMHist. Park 
^ ^ ^ . \ 1926 - Shenandoah, Great Smoke/Mpis^rMammouth Cave 

\ V National Parks established - 1st Nat. Parks 
\ x carved from pr ivate y&n&s; 1st "eastern" NP's 

1916 - National Park Serviceyestablished with Enabling Legis la t ion*™ August 25, 1916 

•*-"-\. \ / / / /—rS^l-J - Retch-Hetchy Dam controversy 

\ 1910 - Big Hole Nat Monument (under War Dept.) 
\ i a n , ? / ^ a n d ^ T " ^ u n d e r Dept of Agr icul ture \ 1 9 0 7 / - Lassen Vol cam c j v a 

1906 - Ant iqu i t ies Act; 1st Nat. Monuments (Devi l 's Tower, El Morro, Montezuma Castle) 

11904 A Sullys H i l l N.P. (converted to Game Preserve 
19031- Wind Cave National Park in 1931) 

1902 - Crater Lake National Park 
1899 - Mount Ranier National Park 

1891 - Forest Service established 1890 - Yosemite National Park 
1890 - Sequoia National Park 

(1890 - Chickamauga-Chattanooga, 1st Nat. 
M i l i t a r y Park; under admin, of War Dept.) 

/ 1875 - Mackinac Island (Given back to Mich,in 1895) 

1872 - Yellowstone National Park establ ished, March 1 , 1872, out of Wyoming wilderness 
1871 - Hayden Expedition Jjft» V. 7~.T-
1870 - Washburn-Doane Expedi t ion/ / 1870^- A n t l e tam \ ^ 1 s t N a t . Cemeteries 
1869 - Folsom-Cook Expedition ^ 7 / — x \ c ~ Ge t t ysbu rg^ 

1864 - Yosemite Park (Cal i fo rn ia) created fromVfederal lands 

/ ( ]} 1849 - .U.S. Dept of the In te r i o r established 

/ I I 1848 - WashingtonYMonument cornerstone la id 

/n %, 
S . / 1832 - Hot Springs Reservation\established in Arkansas 

/ / 1825 - Bunker H i l l Monument cornerstone l a i a \ 

//!/ 1791 - Washington, D.C. planned by L'Enfant; 1st Fed.' parks reserved 

> t f ^ l 7 8 1 - Yorktown Column authorized ( b u i l t in 1881); Nat. Mi l i tary^Parks started 

1776 - Richard Montgomery Monument authorized by Continental Congress; now in NYC 
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( Influential People in NPS History) j?7l:85 S^SiSoX / 
\ „ , . . 1976-79 B i l l Whalen \ / \ 
1 1980 - President Jimmy CarterVuses the Ant iqu i ty Act 1 1974-76 Gary Everhardt \ / 
\ . to declare Alaska lands) Monuments & Preserves / 1972-74 Ronald Walker | 
) \ ,« , . . „ „ r n • 1 , , • •, a « *. , a J ,1964-72 George Hartzoq / Directors I \ 1964 - NPS Reorgamzes;lWilderness Act; Land and I J 
1 \ v Water Conservation Act-Pres Lyndon Johnson h95].54 Conrad Wirth / of the 
\ \ \ „ ,. T ., II951 Arthur Demaray V 
V \ Freeman Ti 1 d e n \ "Father of In terpretat ion111 Q A f i -M Newton Drury f National 

\ \ v i s i t s NationaHParks and begins w r i t i ng ) . I / 
\ \ his books on In terpreta t ion in the parks / 1933.40 Arno Cammerer \ Park ( 

1933)- NPS Reorganized and enlarged by\Executive ' 1929-33 / Horace A lbr ight \ Se rv i ce / 
1 Order signed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt J J \ J 
\ Ansel Adams photographs the National Parks / 1916-29/ Stephen T. Matherj / 

\ l 9 2 0 ^ Goethe-Bryant-Miller s t a r t i n te rp re t i ve e f f o r t in the National Parks / 

1916 - National\Park Service enabling l eg i s la t i on signed by President Woodrow Wilson S 

1915 - Businessman Stephen T.| Mather wr i tes compla in t / le t ter to USDI Seer. Frank Lane; 

Lane's rep ly ! Steve,I IfXyouYdon't / l i ke) i t , /come here and run them yoursel f " 

1906 - Ant iqui t ies Act signed by President/Theodore Roosevelt; l eg i s l a t i on was i n t r o ­
duced by Representative John^ . Lacey and Senator Henry Cabot Lodge. 

John Muir - Natura l is t very i n f l u e n t i a l in the establishment of Yosemite Nation­
al Park, Sequoia National Park, Mt. Ranier NP, Glacier Bay NP, o ther 

Harry Yount - 1st "Park Ranger" at Yellowstone (according to NPS t rad i t i on ) 

N.P. Langford - 1st Superintendentlof Yellowstone Park (under U.S. Army) 

1872 - Yellowstone Act signed by Presideny U.S. Grftnt; was introduced by Clagett-Dawes-Pomeroy_ 
1871 - Dr. Ferdinand Hayden leads/U.S. GeoTYjqic Survey Expedition (w/Wm Jackson-Photogr 
1870 - Gen. Henry Washburn leadsVW~ashburn-Langford-Doane Expedition-?/"Cornell'us Hedges, 
1869 - David Folsom 1eads~FolsomyCook Expedition makes Park proposal 

1865 - Frederick Law Olmsted heads commission\to establ ish Yosemite Management Policy 
1864 - Yosemite B i l l signed by/Presi'fJentlAbraham Lincoln 
1863-4 Ef for t to set aside Yosemite'' introduced by Frederick Law Olmsted, Cal i forn ia 

Senator John Cdnness/and BusinessmanVWard Raymond 

Z
hp/rnade Yosemite known to the world - Newspaperman Horace Greeley 
/ and Photographers Watkins,Weed & Muybridge 

1858 - Henry David ThoreaJxwrites "Why should not 
we have our NationalNPreserves... . for i n ­
sp i ra t ion and our trueSre-creation? " 

1844 - Ralph Waldo Emerson writes "The\nterminable forests 
ra + i i n - / •• should become graceful parks for use\and de l i gh t . " 

1791 - Washington, D.C. planned by Pierre L'Enfant and George Washington - 1st Fed.land 
reservations 



NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
Stephen T. Mather Training Center 

Harpers Ferry, West Virginia 

BACKGROUND MATERIAL AND LEGISLATIVE HISTORY 
OF THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

The National Paxil Sy*tem eon*i*t* o{, 333 axea* 0& *udi 
natuxal, \\i*toxieal, ox xeexeational didtinction an, to 
be oi national digni^ieance. They *all into a. xange 0& 
eategoxie*, indLudlng national paxk*, national monument*, 
naXionoJL hi*toxie *ite*, national *ea*hoxe*, and othex*. 

The Congress has assigned the National Park Service a vital mission in its 
custody of the national parklands: 

" . . . to eon*exve the *eenexy and the natuxal and 
hi*toxic object* and tl\e wildlife thexein and to pxovide 
iox the enjoyment 0$ the *ame in *uch mannex and by *ucJi 
mean* a* to leave tliem unimpaixed £ox the enjoyment oft 
iutuxe genexation*." 

The National Park Service, therefore, is a resource-managing agency. I t is 
also a people-serving agency. 

Among the many legis lat ive enactments creating and defining the National Park 
System, the following have primary significance in i ts management: 

e ACT OF JUNE 30, 1864 (13 Stat.325) - YOSEMITE STATE PARK 

Authorizing a grant to the State of California of the 
"Yo Semite Valley", and of the land embracing the 
"Mariposa B1g Tree Grove." 

This was a tract about 15 miles long with an average 
width of one mile from the main edge of the precipice 
on each side of the valley and tracts of about four 
sections embracing the Mariposa Big Tree Grove, 
". . . to be held for public use, resort, and recrea­
tion" by the State of California, and to be "inalienable 
for all time.11 

e ACT OF MARCH 1, 1872 (17 Stat. 32) - YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK 
"— •• 1 •- 1 11 - ^ f, • ... • • in • 1 1 1 —.- - 1 - I — . —I —— 

Setting aside a certain tract of land near the head­
waters of the Yellowstone River as a~public park. By 
this Act, the Congress laid down a new public land 
policy; namely, that portions of the public lands 
were to be: 



" . . . reserved and withdrawn from settlement, 
occupancy or sale under the laws of the United 
States and dedicated and set apart as a public 
pank OK pletouning gxound &OK iixe benehit and 
enjoyment. oh tlxe people . . . That . . . the 
Secretary of the Interior . . . ihall pnouide hofl 

the pne&eKvation, fiKom injuixy OK tpoilation, oh 
all timbeK, minenai deposit*, national cuAioiitici> 
OK wondeKi within i>aid pank, and ihelK Ketention 
in theiK national condition." 

The National Park concept decreed in this and subsequent National Park Acts is 
concerned with the "retention in their natural condition" of natural features 
and scenic resources. 

e ACT OF 1890 - CHICKAHAUGA AND CHATTANOOGA NATIONAL MILITARY PARK 

For the preservation of a Civi l War ba t t le f ie ld . 
Administration was under the Department of War. 
Several others followed during the 1890's: Gettysburg, 
Shiloh, Vicksburg and Antietam. This marked the 
beginning of the Federal Government's conscious 
involvement in the preservation of h istor ic s i tes. 

In the late 1800's and into the early 1900's, vandalism and indiscriminate 
looting of prehistoric Indian sites in the southwest resulted in national 
concern to protect these s i tes. The result was: 

c ACT OF JUNE 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225)- ANTIQUITIES ACT 

For the preservation of American Antiquities. This Act 
extended the earlier public land policy relating to 
natural parks to provide authority for the President, 
by PnocMrnvtlon, to set aside as National Monuments: 

" . . . historic landmarks, historic and prehistoric 
structures, and other objects of historic or 
scientific Interest that are situated upon lands 
owned or controlled by the Government of the United 
States . . . " 

Furthermore, this Act [;ovided for penalties against those 
persons appropriating, excavating, in jur ing or destroying 
any object of antiquity situated on lands Owned or controlled 
by the United States Government without pernpssion of the 
Secretary of the Department having j-urisdiction over the 
area in question. Allowances were made for institutions 
to make examinations and excavations as well as to gather 
objects under permit and regulation as provided by the 
Secretaries of Agriculture, Interior and War. 

By 1915, there were 13 national parks and 18 national monuments under the direct 
of the Department of the Interior" In addit ion, there was one reserve - sometimes 
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listed as a national park, Casa Grande -- that was administered by the General 
Land Office. Five national military parks, all battlefields of the War Between 
the States, were under War Department administration, 8 additional national 
monuments were under the jurisdiction of the Department of Agriculture and 2 
national monuments were under the War Department. Central administration by 
one agency was partially achieved by the 

• ACT OF AUGUST 25, 1916 (39 Stat. 535)- ."ORGANIC ACT" 

To establish the National Park Service. Congress assigned 
to this new bureau the administration of all the national 
parks and most of the national monuments (did not include 
those under the Departments of Agriculture or War) hereto­
fore established. In this 1916 Act, the Congress also 
established a broad framework of policy for the admini­
stration of these areas; namely that: 

"The Service thus established shall promote and 
regulate the use of the Federal areas known as 
national parks, monuments, and reservations . . by 
such means and measures as conform to the fundamental 
purpose of the said parks, monuments, and reservations, 
which purpose is to con&znvz tlxz Aczntny and tlxz ncutuAOJt 
and hii, tonic obj'zctA and the. wildliiz thzxzin and to 
pnovidz ion tixz zn.joymz.nt oi thz -iame in 6ucli mannzn 
and by iuctx mzaru, at, will Izavz thzm uninpainzd ion. 
thz znjoymznt oi iutanz gznznatioixi." 

In addition, this Act gave the Secretary of the Interior 
authority to do certain things: 

He was to make such rules and regulations necessary 
for the use and administration of areas under the 
National Park Service. He could sell and dispose 
of timber under certain conditions and he could destroy 
animal and plant l i fe which might be detrimental to 
the use of the park. He could grant leases for con­
cessioners and he could permit the grazing of livestock 
if not detrimental to the area, except there could be 
no grazing in Yellowstone National Park. 

On May 13, 1918, Secretary of the Interior Franklin K. Lane sent a le t ter to 
Stephen T. Mather, f i r s t Director of the National Park Service. In th i s , he 
outlined the administrative policy for the National Park Service, based on 
three broad examples: f i r s t , tiiz national panlu> nu&t bz maintaintd unimpaixzd; 
Azcond, tiizy ant 6tt apant ion tilt u&z and plza&u&z oi thz ptoplz; tixind, tlit 
national iixtcnzit mu&t dictatz all dzci&iom, aHzcting public on pnivatz zntzn-
pnibt in tiiz panlu>. Hz ungzd an Zixcounagzmznt oi "zducatioixal, aa wzlt ae> 
nzcnzatLonal u&t," low-pniczd concz&iionzn-opznatzd campi, a 6yitem oi inzz 
campiitzi, no gnazing, hanmonizing oi con&tnuc-tion witli tiiz tand&capc, expan­
sion oi thz pank itjitzm with aazat, oi "iupxzmz and dUtinctivt quality." 

The parks and monuments created up until 1920 came from the public domain, 
then Congress began to formulate a new policy: 

- 3 -
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o ACT OF JUNE 5, 1920 (41 Stat. 917) 

Authorized the Secretary of the Interior in his administration 
of the National Park Service: 

". . .to accept patented Zand*, niqlxt* oi way oven, 
patented Zand* on otliea Zandt, butZding*, on otken 
pnopenty within the vaniou* nationaZ pank* and 
natlonaZ monument*, and money* which may be donated 
ion the panpo*e* o\ the nationaZ pank and monument 
*y*tem." 

This policy was further delineated nearly five years later when: 

o ACT OF FEBRUARY 21, 1925 (43 Stat. 958) provided for: 

" . . . securing of lands in the southern Appalachian 
Mountains and Mammoth Cave regions of Kentucky for 
perpetual preservation as national parks." 

This Act led to the authorization by the Congress in 
1926 of Great Smoky Mountains, Mammoth Cave and 
Shenandoah National Parks, supplementing Acadia, the 
first National Park in the eatt. All of these parks 
involved the acquisition of lands in private owner­
ship. The acquisition of such lands, however, was to 
be accomplished thnough donation*. These actions 
were significant in that prior thereto the national 
parks and monuments had been set aside from the 
public Zand*. 

Funds appropriated by Congress for the parks and monuments had to be expended 
only on projects within the areas. This procedure was altered under very 
specific conditions by: 

o ACT OF JANUARY 31, 1931 (46 Stat.1053) and the ACT 
OF MARCH 4, 1931 (46 Stat. 1570) 

Providing for the national park and monument approach 
roads, respectively. 

Thus, funds could be expended to build roads outside 
the parks and monuments that were approaches to these 
areas. The criteria for such roads were carefully 
prescribed and had to be met before, they were eligible 
for classification and expenditure of funds as 
approach roads. 

Another landmark in the legislative history of the Service took place in a 
move to reorganize the Federal Government. 

o THE ACT OF MARCH 3, 1933 (47 Stat. 1517) - EXECUTIVE 
REORGANIZATION ACT 
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Provided for reorganization within the Executive Branch 
of the Government. From this came Executive Order 6166 -
June 10, 1933, and Executive Order 6228 - July 28, 1933. 
These orders transferred to the Department of the Interior 
for administration by the National Park Service the 
national memorials and parks of the Nation's Capital, and 
the national monuments and historical and military parks 
administered by other Federal agencies. 48 areas came 
from the War Department as well as the national monuments 
under the Department of Agriculture. Consequently, the 
number of units in the National Park System virtually 
doubled overnight. 

Most of the areas acquired as a result of the 1933 Executive Orders were 
historical, swelling the ranks of the prehistoric and historic sites brought 
into the System under the Antiquities Act and subsequent individual enactments. 

In 1935, Congress affirmed a policy on historic preservation: 

o ACT OF AUGUST 21, 1935 (49 Stat. 666) - HISTORIC SITES ACT 

Provided for the preservation of historic American sites, 
buildings, objects, and antiquities of national significance. 
The Congress thus expressly established -

". . . a national policy to preserve for public use 
historic sites, buildings and objects of significance 
for the inspiration and benefit of the people of the 
United States." 

This Act directed the Secretary of the Interior to carry 
out wide-ranging programs in the field of history and 
placed with the Secretary the responsibility for national 
leadership in the field of historic preservation. 

A provision of this Act, which has had strong influence 
upon the development of the National Park System, was 
the establishment of the Advisory Board on National Parks, 
Historic Sites, Buildings and Monuments. 

Congress also.called for the development of "an educational 
program and service for the purpose of making available to 
the public facts and information pertaining to American 
historic and archeological sites, buildings, and properties 
of national significance." In other words, iivt&tpticAcuLLon 
was authorized by Congress in the Historic Sites Act. 

This Act also provided for the establishment and maintenance 
of museums in the National Parks. 

Other significant provisions of the Act stated that the 
National Park Service shall "secure, collate, and preserve 
drawings, plans, photographs, and other data of historic 
and archeological sites, buildings, and objects" and "make 
a survey of historic and archeological sites, buildings, and 



objects for the purpose of determining which possess 
exceptional value as commemorating or illuminating the 
history of the United States." These provisions give 
legal authority to the Historic American Buildings Survey, 
the Historic American Engineering Record, and the 
National Historic Landmarks Program. 

Sizable donations had been made in the early years of the Service for such 
things as park land and roads. It was assumed that such donations would 
continue and there was a need for an agency to accept and care for such 
donations. Thus: 

o THE ACT OF JULY 10, 1935 (49 Stat. 477) 

Created a National Park Trust Fund Board composed of the 
Secretary of the Interior, Secretary of the Treasury, 
Director of the National Park Service and two persons 
appointed by the President for a term of five years each. 
This Board was 

". . . authorized to accept, receive, hold and administer 
such gifts and bequests of personal property for the 
benefit of, or in conjunction with, the National Park 
Service, its activities, or its Service, as may be approved 
by the Board ..." 

The Act did not prohibit, however, the Secretary of the Interior from accepting 
for the United States, gifts or bequests of money for immediate disbursement or 
other property in the interest of the National Park Service, its activities, or 
its service as authorized by law. 

The wider development of the National Park System again received attention in 
Congress when: 

o THE ACT OF JUNE 23, 1936 (49 Stat. 1894) 

Authorized a study of the park, parkway and KtcJiuubLotxal 
area programs in the United States. This study was 
designed to . . . 

"... provide data helpful in developing a plan for 
coordinated and adequc. public park, parkway, and 
recreational area facilities for the people of the 
United States." 

It looked toward the development of the National Park 
System as including areas having primary recreational 
significance. It did not, however, authorize this study 
to cover lands under the jurisdiction of the Department 
of Agriculture. 

The broadening of the National Park System took place 
only seven days later when on June 30, 1936, an Act 

- 6 -



- 7 -

was passed providing for the administration and maintenance 
of the Blue Ridge Parkway, thus introducing the rural park­
way concept into the system. 

One year later the Act of August 1937 was passed, authorizing 
the first National Seashore, Cape Hatteras. 

Further implementation of the broadening scope of the National Park System took 
place 10 years later. 

e ACT OF AUGUST 7, 1946 (60 Stat. 885) 

Among other things provided: "Administration, protection, 
improvement, and maintenance of areas, under the jurisdiction 
of other agencies of the Government, devoted to recreational 
use pursuant to cooperative agreements." 

The significance of this authority is reflected in cooperative 
agreements with the Bureau of Reclamation and others for the 
administration of such areas as Lake Mead, Glen Canyon and 
similar National Recreation Areas. 

Following the Korean Conflict, there was public attention toward the spreading 
metropolis, better known as the "urban sprawl." A public's need for additional 
space for recreation v/as being blocked by the loss of lands to developments 
other than for recreation. Furthermore, the orderly development of a compre­
hensive National Park System was being affected. Then in 1961 Congress 
established a new approach toward land acquisition for new parks: 

o ACT OF AUGUST 7, 1961 (75 Stat. 284) - CAPE COD NATIONAL SEASHORE 

. . . and by so doing, marked a new concept in the development 
of the National Park System; namely, the use of appJiopjUctfed 
&undb at the outset to purchase a large natural area in its 
entirety for public enjoyment as a park. 

Prior to this enactment, areas, for the most part, were 
established either by setting aside portions of the public 
lands or from lands donated to the Federal Government 
initially by public or private interests. 

Other legislation, while not direct.'.' to the National Pari. Service, has influence: 
activities of this Service. As such, their provisions are of importance to this 
Service and must be looked upon also as landmark legislation. 

On January 31, 1962, the Outdoor Recreation Resources Review Commission 
established pursuant to an Act of June 28, 1958, submitted its report to the 
President of the United States. The report contained far-reaching recommenda­
tions affecting the future of outdoor recreation. 

Many of the recommendations of the Outdoor Recreation Resources Review Commission 
are now bearing fruit and their implementation has affected the National Park 
System. For example, Policy Circular No. 1 of the President's Recreation Advisory 
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Council not only defines National Recreation Areas, but also establishes 
broad guidelines regarding their management. Other pronouncements of the 
Council may be expected to have a continuing impact upon the national 
recreation areas of the National Park System. 

o ACT OF APRIL 2, 1962 - BUREAU OF OUTDOOR RECREATION 

The Secretary of the Interior established the Bureau of 
Outdoor Recreation and assigned to it the nationwide 
planning and related functions then being performed by 
the National Park Service under the authority of the 
Park, Parkway and Recreation Area Study Act of 1936. 
The BOR was to coordinate Federal recreation planning 
and to develop a program to provide funding assistance 
to states in acquiring outdoor recreation lands, and 
to Federal agencies in acquiring land for national 
reserves. 

o ACT OF MAY 23, 1963 

This Act affirms that the Congress finds and declares it 
to be desirable that all American people of present and 
future generations be assured adequate outdoor recreation 
resources; and that it 1s desirable for all levels of 
government and private interests to take prompt and 
coordinated action . . . to conserve, develop and 
utilize such resources for the benefit and enjoyment of 
the American people. 

The battle for a National Wilderness Preservation System raged for several years. 
When finally enacted, it encompassed much more than just park lands. As applied 
to the parks: 

o THE WILDERNESS ACT OF 1964 

Requires a study of roadless areas of 5,000 acres or 
more, within the National Parks and National Monuments 
to determine which of these lands may be deemed suitable 
for inclusion by the Congress in the National Wilderness 
Preservation System. The Act provides, in part, that: 
. . . the designation of any area of any park . . . as 
wilderness area . . . shall in no manner lower the 
standards evolved for the use and preservation of such 
park . . . 

With the rising cost of lands for recreational purposes,' Congress devised a plan 
for the raising of such funds: 

o THE LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND ACT OF SEPTEMBCR 3, 1964 

Provided the basis for acquiring large acreages for 
outdoor recreation: This Act, as amended, earmarked 
entrance and user fees of the National Park System and 
other Federal recreation areas, receipts from the sale 


