A NEW EDUCATION MISSION FOR THE MATIOMAL PARK SERY ICE
by Sarah G. Blshop and Robert Huggins

|n responsea to both Pres|dent Bush and Secretary of the [nterlor Lujan's
expressad Interasts in promoti!ng educational programs, Park Service Dlrector
Rigencur convensd & tésk force In January to review the Service's
sducational programs. The charge to the task force wes to look &t what the
NS Is doing In education, where It should be going, and how it can

integrate both cultural end envirommental education Into 8 Servicewide

program.

The Director's Interest In the Service's education programs |s alse
supported by The interpretive Challengs, & plan developed by the Division of
interpretation, and Narional Parks: From Vigesttes To & Global ¥ise, the
report of the Commission on Ressarch and hesource Managesent Pollicy In the

Nationa|l Park System.

The "Chal lenge," an |nternal NPS planning document, glves major emphasis to

the renewal and enhancement of National Park Service education sctivities.

BGlobal View®™ was co=sponsored by the National Perks &ad Conservation
Association and The NPS. One of the four major aress of recomssndations In
the report comcerns & much expanded educationsl role for the Park Service as

wal |,



Other recommendations made by the Commisslcn Report call for ecosystem
management that extends beyond the boundarles of parks as wall as
encompasses human activitles, past, presemt and fuwiure, within matural
systems; sfress the urgent need for a8 vastly expanded ressarch program to
provide the Information base for effective ecosystem management; and

gascr iba the meed for a fully professional ized Park Service to conduct the
research and manage the parks. (Coples of the report, MAticnal Pack: From

Nignettes to g Global Yiew, are avallable from the Mational Parks and
Conservation Associatien, 1015 31st Streat, N.N., Washington, D.C. 20007).

Whan the Giobal View report was released last year, & day long seminar

al lowed both the authors and reciplents of tha raport to discuss I+s
contants and lmplications. A discussion group led by Sarah Blshop,
Commission mambér; Robert 5tanton, Matlonal Caplital Reglon Dlirector; Edward
McCreéa, former President, Morth Amer |can Assoclatlen for Environmental
Education; and Robert Huggins, Metural, Recreational, and Urban Park
Speclallst, WASO, exchanged |deas on the role of education In the Park
Service, These |deas, which are summarized In thls articie, helped fore the

foundation for the task force's work.

Education, a Reglonal/Natlonal/Global ¥iew

The Park Service's educational role must extend far beyond tTha parks for two
reasons: 0 bulld an understanding among all of us of the value of our
natural amd cultural heritage that parks preserve; and to give us the tools
to make [nformed declsions about living In harmony with our natural

&nvironmant as well as with each other. The special fesatures must be



understood and protected, and we must learn this lesson for our parks!

survival as well as our own.

If nationai parks are to survive or better thrive, they must hawe a

know |edgeable, comitted constituency. Knowledge and commitment come
through education and involvement. |n ordar to learn everything we can and
must form them, park must become canters of education staffed with great
teachers and &8 comprehensive curriculum., Soma will sey that this Is too
grandiosa, that we are asking the perks fo be all things to all pecple.
Just let the Park Service manage Its lands and special features. That is

enough.

That is not enocugh. The natural constltuency for the natiomal parks 1=
growing older. The torch must be passad to a younger, more urban, less
park-oriented generation. Perks must reach out further and more axtensivaly
than ever bafore to bring understanding of our matural and cultural heritage
to the entire American public. To reach only the park visitor, no matter
how wail the presentation Is made, will not be sufficlent to bulld The

support community that parks need and daserve.

WithIn the parks themselves al | amployeas should understand why the park [s
there so they can effectively support resource management and Interpretation
programs, As for outreach, parks already have some natural partners to help
them take thelr storles bayond thelr boundarles. They Include volunteers,

concessioners, cooperating assoclations, and others who work In or with

parks,



The educaticngl role of parks must be Integrated Into overal | management
efforts, Granted there need to be education specialists with a good support
network, but thelr work can be effactive only it they are part of the
managemant mainstream. Many organizations stand ready To help parks, both

formal ly and informally, To develop and expand their educational oufreach.

Interpretation programs should capitalize on the relationship batween park
resources and the public enjoyment of them. Cooperating Assoclations In
grow lng numbers are developing seminars and other programs just for that

purpose. Interpreting managament policles should aisc be 2 major focus.

Parws have bean In the educational outreach mode since the 1960's, However,
many programs have suffered for |ack of cooparation with |ocal institutlons.
A systematic coordination with educational Institutions ls needed to teach &
conservation ethle focusing on cultural and eccloglcal change. Parks and
the Park Service as a whole, need to learn how to use mass communication to
thelr greater bensfit. Finally, the NPS must take a leadership role In
premoting International education on global, cultural and ecologlcal

changes.

Farks need not work In Isoclation from the multi-faceted sducational systam
eiready In place In our country. There |s such Information that cen be made
accessible to parks end integrated into their education programs. Park
managers must start by bringing thelr own staff together as an educaft|onal
team and then reaching out In cooperative efforts with others for feaching
values and developing the conservation ethic among tha next generation of

park snthusiasts, Outreach of the National Park System has the ultimate



goal of Incremsing national unity through a common understanding of our

env| ronmant and the role It plays In all our |lves.

The Education Task Force hes consldered These recommenceticns as well as

those found In the Llnterpretive Challengs in the deve|cpment of a report
which will ba presanted to Tha Director In March 1990,
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