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Petersburg has the same general information given in the audio visual 

presentation. In a brochure distributed to visitors, reference is made 

to the success of HinksT black Division at Battery 9. However, this 

brief reference does not include any other activity or success of black 

personnel. It does contain a copy of the portrait, T,The Battle of the 

Crater'1 by John A. Elder, which shows several black soldiers either dead 

or fighting. The implication here, however, is that southern soldiers 

were so outraged by the sight of black soldiers coming out of the Crater 

that they charged and completely overhelmed the federal forces. Thus, 

they preserved the city of Petersburg and it is this theme that seems to 

permeate the entire visual and written presentations at the park. It is 

also this aspect that black residents of Petersburg resent. ‘

BOOKSHELF

In the book display area located in the center near the main en­

trance, several books, pamphlets and other items are available for pur­

chase. None of these pertains to black personnel except a reprint arti­

cle from Civil War Times Illustrated, entitled "Negro Soldiers in the Civil 

War", by James I. Robertson, Jr., which is located on the bottom of the 

bookshelf. Since the article presents a general overview of the conditions 

under which black personnel fought, it is recommended that the center 

officials obtain for purchase by visitors at least Brewer's The Confed- 

erate Negro, Cornish’s The Sable Arm, McPherson's The Negro's Civil War 

and Green’s Black Defenders of America. Each of these contains valuable 

information concerning the various services of black personnel, the treat­

ment they received from Federal and Confederate forces and their interest
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in the war. The latter reference of course contains biographical sket­

ches’ of men who served in both armies during the Civil War. It also con­

tains information on individuals who served in defense of the United 

States from 1775 to 1973.

CONCLUSIONS

The Petersburg campaign, including the Battle of the Crater, is an 

excellent theme to incoporate the significance of black personnel during 

the Civil War. In this campaign, black troops were used in enormous num­

bers and were eager as well as trained for battle. The bravery displayed 

by black soldiers was indicative of their performance throughout the war. 

Therefore, it is recommended that park officials not only incorporate the 

achievements of black personnel in their capacities as soldiers and la­

borers but that personnel are also trained to present details concerning 

the black presence in greater Petersburg.
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INTRODUCTION 

Charles 0. Johnson, Jr.

Research for this Report has been based on category two on the NPS 

project. Therefore, the themes covered are National Milestones of Black 

History, Construction of the Coastal Defenses, Military and Civilian 

Service During the Revolutionary and Civil Wars. The theme of Slavery 

permeates all of the themes. Park literature for these sites generally did 

not include information concerning the presence of black personnel. For 

example, the brochure for BriceTs Crossroads and Tupelo explain the activ- 

-i-t-ies - of Generals Nathan ?. Forrest, Albert Smith, and William Sturgis 

and others, but no reference is made about the role of black soldiers.

The general public, therefore, will not consider this park or any other 

park with similar kinds of brochures as a battleground commemorating the 

service of black personnel.__ The interpretive prospectus also does not 

reflect the contributions beyond the fact that they were at a location at 

a particular time. The Jamestown prospectus does show that Africans were 

there by 1619, but little information is included about them and there is 

no effort to illustrate their activities or interests or general signif­

icance to the greater community of Jamestown. None of them explains the 

use of blacks in skilled occupations.

The brief references, wherever they are listed for black involvement 

at the National Park sites still treat black individuals as the invisible 

American. Therefore, there is a definite need to portray them as near 

to the actual past situations as possible. Plans should include not only 

the participation of black laborers, but also some representative examples 

of military service. It is perhaps more than a mere omission that the 

Battle of Chaffinfs where several blacks won the Congressional Medal of 

Honor for their services is not included. Fort Gilmer is included but the
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plans include only minor revisions of wayside exhibits. Since black 

casualties were so great because of horrendous fire under which they were 

fought and their services at the battle of Fort Gilmer was indicative of. 

black valor, any revisions should include their participation. Therefore, 

it is recommended that each park prospectus be revised. Living historic 

scenes should be created which illustrate the conditions of black people 

and the efforts of both freedmen and slaves to survive under adverse 

conditions. These scenes should also discuss the historical sites from a 

black perspective. For example, the Jefferson National Expansion Memorial 

has a play called "The Dred Scott Decision.” It discusses the circumstances 

surrounding the case but does not present the concerns of freedmen and 

fugitives nor the impact it had upon their lives. However, a pamphlet 

on the Old Court House does describe the Dred Scott case.

The data for each of the themes in this section was located primarily 

in materials researched in federal and state archives and libraries. Some 

of the information was also obtained from published references. From 

these facilities, the records vividly show the extent to which black 

personnel participated in sites of the NPS. Research in all of the themes 

could very easily be extended to other parks since data is available for 

study and evaluation. It is, therefore, recommended that the evaluation 

of these parks be continued since several of them were visited.

NATIONAL MILESTONES OF BLACK HISTORY 

JAMESTOWN

Africans had explored areas in the western hemisphere before the era 

of European exploration. However, they later arrived in the colony of 

Jamestown several years after it was established. Although historian
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George Williams concluded that the Treasurer landed slaves in Virginia 

in 1618 and historian James Ballagh stated that Angela was left ashore 

at Point Comfort, Virginia, it is commonly agreed that the first twenty 

Africans in Jamestown were brought by a Dutch vessel in 1619. During the 

next few years, others came to the colony. These included Antonio who 

came in 1621 on the James, Mary in 1622 on Margrett and John, John Pedro 

in 1623 on the Swann, and Brass in 1625 on the Black Bess. Brass was 

taken from a Spanish frigate off the Cuban coast by a crew of Captain 

Jones and was added to the captain's crew. When Captain Jones died, the 

General Court in Jamestown had to decide whether Brass belonged to the 

Captain's heir, his crew or to the colony. It was decided that Brass 

belonged to the colony and he was assigned to Lady Yeardley. In return 

for his services, Brass received a monthly wage of forty pounds of tobacco.

During these early years of Jamestown, there was not a large number 

of blacks working as indentured servants. The first twenty were obtained 

by seven planters, five of whom were colonial officials, one a merchant 

and the other was a member of the Houses of Burgesses. Anthony worked for 

William Tucker of Kecoughtan in Elizabeth City. He apparently met 

Isabella on his voyage to Jamestown and later married her. Their son was 

born in 1624 and was named William Tucker, perhaps because of the kindness 

of Captain Tucker.

It seems that none of the Africans was slain during the confrontation 

between the Indians and the English settlers in 1621-1622. They also 

were not concentrated in Jamestown. In 1623, twenty-three were distributed 

as follows: eleven in Flowerdew Hundred; four in Warrasquoyack; three 

in James City; two in Elizabeth City; and one each at three outlying
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plantations. Nearly all of these had Spanish or Portuguese names like 

Michaela and Counchaxello, but in 1644, many of the second generation had 

English names. Many of them also acquired property and extended their 

holdings by acquiring indentured servants. One of the largest landowners 

was another Anthony. He married Mary from the Margrettand John, and 

had 250 acres in Northampton County. Richard Johnson imported two white 

servants and received 100 acres. Johnson Johnson had eleven servants 

and 550 acres'. This trend, however, did not continue because the status 

of blacks changed from servants to mainly that of slaves.

By 1639, references to slavery had appeared in Virginia. The Punch 

and Bushrod cases, if not recognizing slavery, extended the period of 

indentured servitude for John Punch and Thomas Bushrod. This change was 

specifically stated by the Virginia governing body in 1661 when slavery 

was recognized by statute. Slaves, of course, were employed as skilled 

and unskilled workers in addition to working as servants. Historian 

Carl Degler has concluded that this changing status for Africans was 

due to innate racism.
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LINCOLN MEMORIAL

Black interest in the Lincoln Memorial was obvious in 1922 since many 

still believed that Abraham Lincoln was sincerely interested in emancipaticn . 

When the memorial was dedicated on Decoration Day in 1922, President Robert 

Moten of Tuskegee Institute was among the invited guests to speak on the 

occasion. Instead of having a seat on the speakerfs platform, he was rele­

gated to a position among the other distinguished blacks in the audience in 

an all-Negro section separated by a road from the rest of the audience. 

Additionally, United States Marines used derogatory and abusive language 

toward black persons as they were "herded" toward their seats. These 

discriminate practices caused much indignation^ and blacks in attendance were 

reminded of the deplorable conditions and practices instituted during the 

Wilson administration. Thus, blacks, who had attended the dedication 

ceremonies, witnessed another humiliating event for them. Undoubtedly in 

attendance were blacks who had assisted in the construction of the memorial; 

they also must have contemplated the significance of the ceremonies.

'The Lincoln Memorial, however, became a focal point for several sig­

nificant black events. The first occurred in 1939 when the Daughters of 

the American Revolution refused to permit Marion Anderson to perform at 

Constitution Hall in the District of Columbia. Although the District of 

Columbia Board of Education reluctantly approved a request to use the white
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Central High School, the furor aroused in the city and throughout the 

nation exceeded any outburst against discrimination that any of Wash­

ington fs oldest residents could recall. White people were jolted out 

of their assumption that black individuals with ambition and talent 

could make their way anywhere, for here was an obnoxious nonentity.

However, Secretary of the Interior Ickes authorized the use of the 

Lincoln Memorial and there on Easter Sunday afternoon the concert was 

presented before 75,000 people. According to some who heard her sing 

and watched the expression on. those who attended, it was a turning 

point in the fight against discrimination in the nationfs capital.

In the same year, Anderson received the Spingarn Medal, which was 

presented to her by Eleanor Roosevelt.

Conditions under which blacks lived were not improving. To dra­

matize their economic plight, a march on Washington, D.C. was proposed 

in 1941 by A. Philip Randolph and other interested black personalities. 

However, President Franklin D. Roosevelt agreed to issue an Executive 

Order barring discrimination in war industries and apprenticeship pro­

grams . Thus, Randolph cancelled the March on Washington on June 25,

1941 when Executive Order 8802 was issued. Under this order, the Fair 

Employment Practices Committee was created. Unquestionably, the Lincoln 

Memorial would have been a major point of concentration if the movement 

had continued.

In 1913, the civil rights movement was organized under the auspices 

of several concerned organizations . They agreed to continue the movement 

discussed earlier by Randolph and his supporters• Displeased by the 

lack of job opportunities and the constant denial of civil rights, a march 
on Washington was held on August 28, 1963- With over 200,000 in attendance
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at the Lincoln Memorial, Martin Luther King, Jr. gave one of his most 

memorable addresses called TrI Have A Dream”. Indeed, this march served 

notice that blacks in America were no longer willing to wait generation 

after generation for rights that other citizens took for granted. 

Several years later, the Poor Peoples7 Campaign was held in Washington, 

D.C. and many spoke at the Lincoln Memorial.
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LINCOLN PARK 
WASHINGTON, D.C.

Located in Lincoln Park are the Emancipation Monument and the Mary 

McLeod Bethune Memorial. The former was unveiled on April 14, 1876 and 

is sometimes referred to as "-Freedom's Memorial". The movement for 

such a monument was started by Charlotte Scott, a former slave from the 

Lynchburg area in Virginia. She requested in April 1865 that her employer, 

Mrs. William Rucker, use five dollars of her wages toward erecting a 

monument in the memory of Abraham Lincoln. The funds were given to cler­

gyman C.D. Battelle who suggested to Brigadier General T.C.H. Smith, com­

manding a military post in St. Louis, that the Western Sanitary Commission 

was the best agency to manage the project. Rucker emphasized to James

E. Yeatman, president of the commission, that all funds for erecting a 

monument should be donated by former slaves. Therefore, many of the funds 

were collected from black soldiers with the Sixth United States Colored
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ended a very controversial case. However, Scott did obtain freedom 

months later before he died to tuberculosis in 1858. ,

Prior to 1857, the federal government did not have a consistent 

policy governing black rights to settle upon public lands. In fact, 

the Secretary of the Interior informed a black resident of New York 

that no law barred him from settling upon the public domain or claiming 

pre-emption rights. Shortly after the decision, the General Land Office 

announced that since freedmen were not citizens, they could not qualify 

for pre-emption benefits. Consequently, blacks were barred from settling 

upon lands in western areas and many felt that the only solution was 

emigration.

The Old Court House was also used as a jail for slaves and as a 

place to auction slaves. Even Dred Scott was kept in the St. Louis 

jail while his trial was conducted and he was also hired out to work 

during the same period. Slaves who were sold at the court house annually, 

in some instances because of estate settlement cases, may not have been 

the only slaves detained there. It would be interesting to discover how 

often slaves were regularly confined because of agreements with local 

slave owners. In reference to the settlement cases, the St- Louis Court 

House records should contain the names of slaves sold to settle estates, 

to whom they were sold, the length of time slaves stayed in court, before 

the settlement cases were conducted. The records may also reveal whether 

or not slaves were used to construct any portion of the court house.
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