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Richard G, Prasil, Management Biologist, Alaska Field Office

General:

The Anchorage area felt the effects of a 6.5 earthquake on December 17
at 2:00 a,m., A number of people did not notice the quake, but most
residents did.

Cooperative Activities:

During this period, the Natural Landmark Report for the Peters-
Schraeder Lakes and Buldir Depression were submitted. Additionally,
a Natural Landmark interpretive program was partially prepared.

The purpose of this program is to acquaint Alaskans with what the
program is and what has occurred in Alaska., The intent is to obtain
newspaper, radio, and TV coverage of same, A submission was made

to the Regional Office for their annual report on the Natural Land-
marks program,

Dr. Virginia M, Page, Stanford University, submitted identifications
on the petrified wood samples from Unga Island. The material pro-
vided her initially was insufficient for close identification, but
with these materials she identified 2 genera as being present -
Taxodium and Picea, Additional material will be provided in the
hopes that more specific taxonomic work can be done,

Discussions were held with Deputy Commissioner of Game & Sport Fish
Loren W. Croxton, and Game Biologist Sterling H., Fide, relative to
the McNeil River and Welrus Island proposed dedications. We also

met with Mr., Frank Stefanich, Regional Supervisor Sport Fish Division,
about Katmai fishing regulations.

Assistance was given to Park Planner Breedlove in the preparation
and draft review of the Katmai Wilderness Study Plan.

Master Plan narrative material was provided to SSC for the McKinley
Master Plan narrative, This included materials on flora, fauna,
and geology.

Research and Management Biology:

The Superintendent's Annual Research Report and the supplementary
Investigator reports were submitted for McKinley and Katmai during
this period. Additionally, the IBP material for McKinley and Katmai
was also provided, and additional work was begun on the interpreta-
tion of aerial photos of Katmai for more precise determination of
vegetation types.

As requested by Western Regional Office, RSP reports, revisions,
and a priority list of Alaskan projects were forwarded,



Preparations were also made for the forthcoming wolf-caribou studies,
It is anticipated that the initial investigations will begin during
the last week of February. Contacts were made with BLM and ADF&G to
solicit their participation in this venture. The $2000,00 provided
for this study will be utilized not only for wolf-caribou work, but
will be extended insofar as possible towards obtaining additional
information about moose, bears, and Dall sheep.

The Annual Bear Report for Katmai was submitted on January 17th.

A draft of a revised Long-range Wildlife Management Plan for McKinley
was prepared, and a draft of the Long-range Management Plan for
Katmai was also prepared. These will be submitted in the near
future. We replied to several requests for support on wolf studies
and requests for permission to photograph wolves., The zeal of
those interested in the wolf is truly admirable. It is unfortunate
that the easiest way to obtain photographs is at the den site.
Although it is desirable to portray the wolf in its natural setting,
and to depict the wolves' extremely acceptable social activities,
pressure on known dens could cause a disruption of habits. It does
not appear that we should place additional stress upon a species
that already has considerable pressure placed upon it. Thorough
analysis is being given to all requests.

All, or portions, of 10 days were spent in attendance of the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game Commission meetings. Attached is a
memorandum indicating the most significant happenings before this
group. However, the memorandum did not indicate the significance
of the recent efforts of the State to lower the take of brown bears
on Kodiak Island and the Aleutian Chain. Although we are in agree-
ment with this move, it is felt that additional pressure will be
placed upon Katmai by unscrupulous guides and their clients as a
result, There are indications that a number of brown bears from
the general area are being taken in Katmai.

Several meetings were held with Alaska Department of Fish and Game
personnel relative to interchange of reports and cooperative studies
on Dall sheep, caribou, bears, and moose, Involved in these talks
were Messrs, Nichols, Erickson, Lentfer, Miller, Hemming, and Glenn.

The annual U, S, Fish and Wildlife Service Workshop on Game Manage-
ment was attended for 2% days.

A red fox, in the McKinley Headquarters area, began displaying
signs of mange. Within a relatively brief period much of the tail
hair was lost. The cause is unknown. It could be a result of a
dietary deficiency, or Scabies. The latter is thus far unknown in
Alaska, If it is Scab, it is highly transmittable to other canines
in the area. Obviously, we are most interested in attempting to
determine the cause., The fox will be live-trapped and scrapings
taken from the affected area. Dr. White of the U, S. Department of
Agriculture Animal Health Division has provided materials necessary

for samplings and has agreed to conduct necessary laboratory tests.
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Other:

Review of the McKinley mini-folder was made., The all day meeting
of the Alaska Interagency Housing Committee was attended. Findings
and recommendations of the latter were forwarded to appropriate
offices,

/s/ Richard G, Prasil

Memorandum dated December 12, 1968

To: Regional Director, Western Region

From: State Coordinator, Alaska

Subject: Alaska Board of Fish and Game Meetings, Anchorage

Three recent decisions by the Alaska Board of Fish and Game could be
considered milestones in Alaskan conservation., First was the elimin-
ation of bounty on coyote and wolverine, Second was the limitation
on areas where wolves can be taken, Third was the requirement for
the salvage of pelt or meat of wolves, wolverine, and black bear,

The last Legislature gave approval to the Board of Fish and Game to
decide how and where bounty payments would be made, and for what
species, and where animals could be taken, Although the wolf is still
subject to bounty hunting in a goodly portion of the State, the activ-
ity may be limited because of the restriction stating that the hunter
must reside in the hunting unit where the wolves are taken., You will
note from the enclosed game unit map that only the southeastern sec-
tion of McKinley Park is protected. The most important area lies

to the north in game management Unit 20c and Unit 19. The area
around Katmai is still open to bounty of wolves,

It may appear that the regulation on the salvage of meat or pelt of
wolves and wolverine does not afford too much protection to the
animals, However, in certain areas the animals are shot from airplanes
for the purpose of "protecting" game species, and no attempt is made
to recover the relatively valuable hides., This regulation may help

to stay this type of killing.

We are enclosing two copies of the press release which resulted, and

the unit maps so a copy will be available for transmittal to WASO
with your comments.

/s/ George A, Hall
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Walter H, Kittams, Research Biologist, WASO (Carlsbad Caverns - Big
Bend - Guadalupe)

Preparation of the proposed 1970-72 research programs and new supporting
RSP's for Carlsbad Caverns, Guadalupe Mountains and Big Bend caused a

squeeze on time. Interest and good cooperation of superintendents and
staffs a real help.

Big Bend

Very fortunate in obtaining participation by Dr. Warnock in mapping plant
communities over most of park. I completed coverage of remote areas on
one plane flight,

Learned from Texas Parks & Wildlife people that Barbados sheep have spread
from a ranch adjacent to the north end of the park and could constitute a

threat to Desert bighorns which may disperse from the Black Gap Management
Area,
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