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national park 
system 

The National Park System of the United States, now in 
the early years of its second century, comprises nearly 
300 areas covering some 31 million acres in 49 States, 
the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin 
Islands. These areas are of such national significance as 
to justify special recognition and protection in accordance 
with various acts of Congress. 

By act of March 1, 1872, Congress established 
Yellowstone National Park in the Territories of Montana 
and Wyoming "as a public park or pleasuring ground for 
the benefit and enjoyment of the people" and placed it 
"under exclusive control of the Secretary of the Interior." 
The founding of Yellowstone National Park began a world­
wide national park movement. Today more than 100 
nations contain some 1,200 national parks or equivalent 
preserves. 

In the years following the establishment of Yellowstone, 
the United States authorized additional national parks 
and monuments, most of them carved from the Federal 
lands of the West. But no single agency provided unified 
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management of the varied Federal parklands. The 
national parks and some national monuments were admin­
istered by the Department of the Interior, while other 
monuments and natural and historical areas were 
administered as separate units by the War Department 
and the Forest Service of the Department of Agriculture. 

In an act signed on August 25, 1916, Congress 
established in the Department of the Interior the National 
Park Service to provide cohesive administration of such 
areas under the Department's jurisdiction. 

The Act says: 
The service thus established shall promote and regulate 
the use of the Federal areas known as national parks, 
monuments and reservations . . . by such means and 
measures as conform to the fundamental purpose of 
the said parks, monuments and reservations, which 
purpose is to conserve the scenery and the natural and 
historic objects and the wild life therein and to provide 
for the enjoyment of the same in such manner and by 
such means as will leave them unimpaired for the 
enjoyment of future generations. 

A Presidential executive order in 1933 transferred 63 
national monuments and military sites from the Forest 
Service and the War Department to the National Park 
Service. This action was a major step in the development 
of today's truly national system of parks—a system that 
covers all regions of the nation and includes areas of 
historical as well as scenic and scientific importance. 

In 1964 the areas of the National Park System were 
classified into natural, historical, and recreational 
categories for administrative convenience and to clarify 
park purposes for the public. 

Congress declared in the General Authorities Act of 
1970 that the National Park System "began with the 
establishment of Yellowstone National Park in 1872 . . . 
and that it is the purpose of this Act to include all such 
(natural, historical, and recreational) areas in the System." 

Additions to the National Park System are now gen­
erally made through acts of Congress, and national parks 
can be created only through such acts. But the President 
has authority, under the Antiquities Act of 1906, to pro-
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claim national monuments on lands already under Federal 
jur isdict ion. The Secretary of the Interior is usually asked 
by Congress for his recommendat ions on proposed 
addit ions to the System. The Secretary is counseled by 
the Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, 
Bui ldings and Monuments, composed of private cit izens, 
which advises him on possible addit ions to the System 
and pol ic ies for its management. 

administration 

The National Park Service administers the System 
through nine Regional Offices. The addresses of these 
offices and their areas of responsibi l i ty fo l low: 

North Atlantic Regional Office 
150 Causeway Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02114 
(Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, New York, New 
Jersey) 

Mid-Atlantic Regional Office 
143 South Third Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
19106 
(Pennsylvania, Maryland, West 
Virginia, Delaware, Virginia, 
excluding parks assigned to 
National Capital Parks) 

National Capital Parks 
1100 Ohio Drive, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20242 
(District of Columbia, some 
units in Maryland, Virginia, 
West Virginia) 

Southeast Regional Office 
3401 Whipple Avenue 
Atlanta, Georgia 30344 
(Kentucky, Tennessee, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, 
Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, 
Florida, Puerto Rico, Virgin 
Islands) 

Midwest Regional Office 
1709 Jackson Street 
Omaha, Nebraska 68102 
(Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Illinois, Minnesota, 
Iowa, Missouri, Nebraska, 
Kansas) 

Rocky Mountain Regional Office 
P.O. Box 25287 
Denver, Colorado 80225 
(Montana, North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Wyoming, Utah, Colorado) 

Southwest Regional Office 
P.O. Box 728 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 
(Arkansas, Louisiana, Texas, 
Oklahoma, New Mexico, north­
east corner of Arizona) 

Western Regional Office 
Box 36063 
450 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, California 94102 
(California, Nevada, most of 
Arizona, Hawaii) 

Pacific Northwest Regional 
Office, Fourth & Pike Building, 
Room 927, 1424 Fourth Avenue, 
Seattle, Washington 98101 
(Idaho, Oregon, Washington, 
Alaska) 
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nomenclature 

The diversity of the parks is reflected in the variety of 
titles given to them. These include such designations as 
national park, national preserve, national monument, 
national memorial, national historic site, national 
seashore, and national battlefield park. 

Although some titles are self-explanatory, others have 
been used in many different ways. For example, the title 
"national monument" has been given to great natural 
reservations, historic military fortifications, prehistoric 
ruins, fossil sites, and to the Statue of Liberty. 

In recent years, Congress and the National Park Service 
have attempted, with some success, to simplify the 
nomenclature and to establish basic criteria for use of the 
different official titles. Brief definitions of the most 
common titles are included in this booklet in the explana­
tions preceding the park listings under Natural, Historical, 
and Recreational Areas. 
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summary 
of areas administered by the national park service 

CLASSIFICATION 

National Parks' 
National Monuments 
National Battlefield Parks 
National Battlefields 
National Battlefield Sites 
National Cemeteries2 

National Military Parks 
National Historical Parks 
National Historic Sites 
National Memorials 
National Memorial Parks 
National Seashores 

NUMBER 

38 
81 
3 
7 
2 

11 
16 
52 
22 

1 
10 

LAND AND WATER WITHIN AUTHORIZED BOUNDARIES ' 

FEDERAL (ACRES) 

14,073,484.91 
9,583,504.90 

6,520.34 
4,650.61 

967.24 
218.36 

31,537.15 
49,493.31 
11,228.23 
5,801.98 

69,515.88 
411,104.71 

NON-FEDERAL 
(ACRES) 

327,032.06 
267,771.44 

141.64 
2,546.91 

833.76 

3,086.73 
12,458.75 
2,328.11 

133.23 
892.76 

193,622.00 

GROSS 

15,618,891.97 
9,851,276.34 

6,661.98 
7,197.52 
1,801.00 

218 36 
34,623.88 
61 952 06 
13,556.34 
5,935.21 

70,408.64 
604,726.71 
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National Lakeshores 
National Scenic Riverways 
National Rivers 
National Recreation Areas' 
National Parkways 
National Scenic Trails 
Parks (Other) 
National Preserves' 
White House 
National Mall 
National Visitor Center 
National Capital Parks 

Total3 

4 
3 
1 

16 
4 
1 
9 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

287 

45,987.63 
71,400.58 
26,653.65 

3,202,200.54 
139,792.63 

17,000.00 
30,001.44 

18.07 
146.35 

7,495.49 

27,788,724.00 

144,377.90 
79,079.03 
67,492.35 

264,312.52 
28,634.91 
33,000.00 

1,668.12 

18.01 

1,429,430.23 

190,365.53 
150,479.61 
94,146.00 

3,495,625.25 
168,427.54 
50,000.00 
31,669.56 

669,550.00 
18.07 

146.35 
18.01 

7,495.49 

31,135,191.42 

13 

1 Acreage as of June 30, 1974, for most areas. New areas and those subject to 

boundary changes authorized between June 30, 1974, and Jan. 1, 1975, reflect 

data available at time of authorization. Legislation regarding Grand Canyon 

National Park was enacted Jan. 3, 1975. 

1 National cemeteries administered by the National Park System are 

administered in conjunction with associated historical units and are not l isted 

separately in this publication. 

1 Federal and Non-Federal acreage figures were not available for Big Cypress 

National Preserve, Big Thicket National Preserve, Cuyahoga National Recreation 

Area, and Grand Canyon National Park at time of publication. Therefore, there 

is no acreage breakdown for national preserves, and the totals of the two 

figures for national parks and national recreation areas do not equal the gross 

acreage figures, nor do total Federal and Non-Federal figures equal total 

gross f igures. 



natural areas 

To be a part of the National Park System a natural area 
must be an expanse or feature of land or water of such 
scenic and scientific value and quality as to be worthy of 
preservation as a national park, national monument, or 
national preserve. 

Natural areas contain one or more distinctive attributes 
such as forest, grassland, tundra, desert, estuary, or river 
systems. They may contain "windows" on the past for a 
view of geological history, imposing landforms such as 
mountains, mesas, thermal areas, and caverns, and they 
may be habitats of abundant or rare wildlife and plantlife. 

Generally, a national park covers a large area. It con­
tains a variety of resources and encompasses sufficient 
land or water to ensure adequate protection of the 
resources. Chosen primarily for scenic and scientific 
values, all the national parks but one are natural areas. 
The exception is Mesa Verde National Park, Colo., 
a historical area. 

A national monument is intended to preserve at least 
one nationally significant resource. It is usually smaller 
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than a national park and lacks its diversity of attractions. 
In 1974, Big Cypress and Big Thicket were authorized 

as the first national preserves. This is a new category of 
natural areas established primarily for the protection of 
certain resources. Activities such as hunting and fishing 
or the extraction of minerals and fuels may be permitted 
if they do not jeopardize the natural values. 
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national parks 

national monuments 

national preserves 

Total 

number 

37 

35 

2 

74 

acreage 

15,566,855.73 

9,606,690.59 

669,550.00 

25,843,096.32 



Natural Areas 

ACREAGE 
OUTSTANDING CHARACTERISTICS 

NAME AND LOCATION AND PERTINENT DATA ADDRESS 
FEDERAL NON- GROSS 

FEDERAL 

Acadia National Park, Maine 36,363.85 617.14 36,980.99 The sea sets the mood here, uniting the rugged coastal RFD #1, Bar Harbor, 
area of Mount Desert Island (highest elevation on the ME 04609. 
eastern seaboard), picturesque Schoodic Peninsula on 
the mainland, and the spectacular cliffs of Isle au Haut. 
Proclaimed as Sieur de Monts National Monument, July 8, 1916; 
established as Lafayette National Park, Feb. 26, 1919; changed to 
Acadia National Park. Jan. 19. 1929. Boundary changes: Jan. 19, 
1929; May 28. 1930; May 29, 1935; Aug. 24, 1935; June 6, 1942; 
Dec. 22. 1944; July 30, 1947; Sept. 7. 1949. 

Agate Fossil Beds National 2,736.73 317.70 3,054.43 These renowned quarries containing numerous, con- P.O. Box 427, Gering, NB 
Monument, Nebr. centrated, well-preserved Miocene mammal fossils rep- 69341. 

resent an important chapter in the evolution of 
mammals. 
Authorized, June 5. 1965. 

Arches National Park Utah. 65,097.59 8,291.39 73,388.98 Extraordinary products of erosion in the form of giant Moab, UT 84532. 
arches, windows, pinnacles, and pedestals change color 
here constantly as the sun moves overhead. 
Proclaimed as a national monument Apr. 12, 1929; established as a 
national park. Nov. J2. 1971. Boundary changes: Nov. 25, 1938; 
July 22. 1960; Jan. 20, 1969. 
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17 Badlands National Monument, 151,369.56 91,932.77 243,302.33 Carved by erosion, this scenic landscape contains ani- P.O. Box 72, Interior, SD 
S. Dak. mal fossils of 40 million years ago. Prairie grasslands 57750. 

support bison, bighorn sheep, deer, and antelope. 
Authorized, Mar. 4. 1929. Boundary changes: June 26, 1936; 
Oct. 3. 1952; Mar. 22. 1957; Aug. 8, 1968. 

Big Bend National Park, Tex. 707,478.40 1,609.70 709,088.10 Mountain scenery contrasts with desert in this great Big Bend National Park, 
bend of the Rio Grande, where a variety of unusual TX 79834. 
geological structures are found. 
Authorized. June 20. 1935; established. June 12, 1944. Boundary 
changes: Aug. 30, 1949; Nov. 5, 1957. 

Big Cypress National Preserve, (Not available) (Not available) 585,000.00 Adjoining the northwest section of Everglades National C/o Everglades National 
Fla. Park, this large area provides a freshwater supply Park, P.O. Box 279, 

crucial to the park's survival. Subtropical plant and Homestead, FL 33030. 
animal life abounds in this ancestral home of the Semi­
nole and Miccosukee Indians. 
Authorized, Oct. 11. 1974. 

Big Thicket National (Not available) (Not available) 84,550.00 This unique ecosystem, with inviting research possi- C/o Southwest Regional 
Preserve, Tex. bilities, contains alligator, Texas red wolf, black bear, Office, P.O. Box 728, 

ocelot, and 300 bird species, possibly including the near- Santa Fe, NM 87501. 
extinct ivorybill woodpecker. 
Authorized, Oct. II, 1974. 

Biscayne National Monument, 94,367.53 9,333.65 103,701.18 Most of the park is reef and water, but within its P.O. Box 1369, Homestead, 
Fla. boundaries about 25 keys, or islands, form a north-south FL 33030. 

chain, with Biscayne Bay on the west and the Atlantic 
Ocean on the east. 
Authorized, Oct. 18, 1968. Boundary change: Oct. 26, 1974. 



Natural Areas 

ACREAGE 
OUTSTANDING CHARACTERISTICS 

NAME AND LOCATION " AND PERTINENT DATA ADDRESS 
FEDERAL NON- GROSS 

FEDERAL 

Black Canyon of the Gunnison 13,323.14 348.99 13,672.13 Shadowed depths of this sheer-walled canyon accentu- P.O. Box 1648, Montrose, 
National Monument, Colo. ate the darkness of ancient rocks of obscure origin. CO 81401. 

Proclaimed, Mar. 2, 1933. Boundary changes: May 16, 1938: 
Oct. 28, 1939; Apr. 13, I960. 

Bryce Canyon National Park, 36,007.88 2.50 36,010.38 In horseshoe-shaped amphitheaters along the edge of Bryce Canyon, UT 84717. 
Utah. the Paunsaugunt Plateau in southern Utah stand 

innumerable highly colored and grotesque pinnacles, 
walls, and spires, perhaps the most colorful and unusual 
erosional forms in the world. 
Proclaimed as Bryce Canyon National Monument, June 8. 1923; 
authorized as Utah National Park. June 7. 1924; changed to Bryce 
Canyon National Park. Feb. 25, 1928. Boundary changes: May 25. 
1928; June 13, 1930; Jan. 5. 1931; Feb. 17. 1931; May 4. 1931; 
Mar. 7. 1942. 
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19 Buck Island Reef National I 850.00 850.00 Coral, grottoes, sea fans, V**** and tropical Box 160 Chnstiansted, 
. « , u , ! fishes—along an underwater trail—make this one ot St. Croix, vi uuoiu. 
Monument, V.l. ^ ^ ^ ^ . ^ . ^ m ^ C a r i b b e a n , T h e i s ) a n d 

is a rookery for frigate birds and pelicans and the 
habitat of green turtles. 
Proclaimed, Dec. 28, 1961. 

Canyonlands National Park, 330,556.27 7,002.76 337,559.03 In this geological ™ * * ^ ^ * ^ ^ ,*"£ ^ ^ « S t - ' M o a b > 

y r rise more than 7,800 feet. Here, too, are petroglyphs U 1 84334. 
left by Indians about 1,000 years ago. 
Established. Sept. 12, 1964. Boundary change: Nov. 12. 1971. 

Capitol Reef National Park, 221,101.86 20,763.62 241,865.48 Narrow high-walled gorges cut through a 60-mile uplift Torrey, UT 84775. 
y t L of sandstone cliffs with highly colored sedimentary 

a ' formations. Dome-shaped white-cap rock along the 
Fremont River accounts for the name. 
Proclaimed as a national monument. Aug. 2, 1937; established as a 
national park. Dec. 18. 1971. Boundary changes: July 2, 1958; 
Jan. 20. 1969; Dec. 18, 1971. 

Capulin Mountain National 680.42 95. 00 775.42 This symmetrical cinder cone is an interesting example Capulin, NM 88414. 
• 4 T _ . M M . V of a geologically recent, extinct volcano. 
M o n u m e n t , N . MeX. Proclaimed, Aug. 9, 1916. Boundary change: Sept. 3. 1962. 

r i u j r w , t ; „ „ u Ak 435 33 320 00 46,755.33 This series of connected caverns, the largest under- 3225 National Parks 
^ ^ & ^ N r t ^ 46,435.33 34U.UU „ r o Und chambers yet discovered, has countless magnifi- Highway, Carlsbad, NM 
P a r k ' N - M e X ' cent and curious formations. , 88220. 

Proclaimed as Carlsbad Cave National Monument. Oct. 25. 1923; 
established as Carlsbad Caverns National Park, May 14. 1930. 
Boundary changes: Feb. 21, 1933; Feb. 3. 1939; Dec. 30. 1963. 



Natural Areas 

ACREAGE 
OUTSTANDING CHARACTERISTICS 

NAME AND LOCATION AND PERTINENT DATA ADDRESS 
FEDERAL NON- GROSS 

FEDERAL 

Cedar Breaks National Monu- 6,154.60 6,154.60 A huge natural amphitheater has eroded into the P.O. Box 749, Cedar 
ment, Utah. variegated Pink Cliffs (Wasatch Formation), which City, UT 84720. 

are 2,000 feet thick at this point. 
Proclaimed. Aug. 22, 1933. Boundary changes: Mar. 7, 1942: 
June 30. 1961. 

Channel Islands National 18, 384. 97 18, 384. 97 The monument, with a large rookery of sea lions, nest- 1699 Anchors Way Dr., 
Monument, Calif. ing sea birds, and unique plants and animals, includes Ventura, CA 93003. 

Santa Barbara and Anacapa Islands. Land area, 
1,120.03 acres. 
Proclaimed, Apr. 26. 1938. Boundary change: June 10. 1938. 

Chiricahua National Monu- 10,634.84 13.41 10,648.25 The varied rock formations here were created millions Dos Cabezas Star Route, 
ment, Ariz. of years ago by volcanic activity, aided by erosion. Willcox, AZ 85643. 

Proclaimed, Apr. 18, 1924; transferred from Forest Service. U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Aug. 10, 1933. Boundary change: 
June 10, 1938. 

Colorado National Monument, 17,655.42 13.10 17,668.52 Sheer-walled canyons, towering monoliths, and weird P.O. Box 438, Fruita, 
Colo. formations reflect the action of time and weather on CO 81521. 

colorful sandstone. 
Proclaimed. May 24. 1911. Boundary changes: Mar. 3, 1933; 
Aug. 7. 1959. 
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21 Crater Lake National Park, 160,290.33 160,290.33 This unique, deep blue lake lies in the heart of Mount P.O. Box 7, Crater Lake, 
Oreg. Mazama, an ancient volcanic peak that collapsed cen- OR 97604. 

turies ago. The lake is encircled by multicolored lava 
walls reaching 500 to 2,000 feet above the lake waters. 
Established, May 22. 1902. Boundary changes: June 7, 1924; 
May 14, 1932. 

Craters of the Moon National 53,545.05 53, 545.05 Volcanic cones, craters, lava flows, and caves make this P.O. Box 29, Arco, ID 
Monument, Idaho. an astonishing landscape. 83213. 

Proclaimed. May 2, 1924. Boundary changes: July 23. 1928; 
July 9, 1930; June 5. 1936; July 18, 1941; Nov. 19, 1962. Wilderness 
(43,243 acres) established Oct. 23, 1970. 

Death Valley National Monu- 2,048,850.82 19,116.11 2,067,966.93 This large desert, nearly surrounded by high mountains, Death Valley, CA 92328. 
ment, Calif.-Nev. contains the lowest point in the Western Hemisphere. 

The area includes Scotty's Castle, the grandiose home 
of a famous prospector, and other remnants of gold and 
borax mining activity. Federal acreage: 1,938,041.09 in 
Calif., 110,809.73 in Nev. 
Proclaimed. Feb. II, 1933. Boundary changes: Mar. 26, 1937; 
Jan. 17, 1952. 

Devils Postpile National 798.46 798.46 Hot lava cooled and cracked some 900,000 years ago to C/o Sequoia and Kings 
Monument, Calif. form basalt columns 40 to 6TJ feet high resembling a Canyon National Parks, 

giant pipe organ. The John Muir Trail between Yo- Three Rivers, CA 93271. 
Semite and Kings Canyon National Parks crosses the 
monument. 
Proclaimed. July 6, 1911; transferred from Forest Service, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Aug. 10, 1933. 



Natural Areas 

ACREAGE 
OUTSTANDING CHARACTERISTICS i m D „ t 

NAME AND LOCATION AND PERTINENT DATA ADDRESS 
FEDERAL NON- GROSS 

FEDERAL 

Devils Tower National Mon- 1,346.91 1,346.91 This 865-foot tower of columnar rock, the remains of a Devils Tower, WY 87214. 
ument, Wyo. volcanic intrusion, is the Nation's first national monu­

ment. 
Proclaimed, Sept. 24, 1906. Boundary change: Aug. 9, 1955. 

Dinosaur National Monu- 199, 550. 75 11,499.95 211,050. 70 Spectacular canyons were cut by the Green and Yampa P.O. Box 210, Dinosaur, 
ment, Colo.-Utah. Rivers through upfolded mountains. A quarry contains CO 81610. 

fossil remains of dinosaurs and other ancient animals. 
Federal acreage: 147,436.44 in Colo.; 52,114.31 in 
Utah. 
Proclaimed, Oct. 4, 1914. Boundary changes: July 14, 1938; 
Sept. 8, I960; Feb. 21, 1963; Oct. 9, 1964. 

Everglades National Park, Fla. 1,385,723.49 14,809.51 1,400,533.00 This largest remaining subtropical wilderness in the j P.O. Box 279, Homestead, 
coterminous United States has extensive fresh- and j FL 33030. 
saltwater areas, open Everglades prairies, and man­
grove forests. Abundant wildlife includes rare and 
colorful birds. Third largest national park. 
Authorized, May 30, 1934. Boundary changes: Feb. 22, 1950; 
Mar. 12, 1954; July 2, 1958; Sept. 14, 1959; Sept. 2, 1960. j 

I 

22 

23 Florissant Fossil Beds National 5,919.32 73.00 5,992.32 A wealth of fossil insects, seeds, and leaves of the P.O. Box 185, Florissant, 
Monument, Colo. Oligocene Period are preserved here in perfect detail. CO 80816. 

Here, too, is a remarkable display of standing petrified 
sequoia stumps. Limited Federal facilities. 
Authorized, Aug. 20. 1969. 

Fossil Butte National Monu- 7,078.00 1,100.00 8,178.00 An abundance of rare fish fossils, 40-65 million years P.O. Box 527, Kemmerer, 
ment, Wyo. old, is evidence of former inhabitants of this now WY 83101. 

semiarid region. 
Established, Oct. 23. 1972. 

Glacier Bay National Monu- 2,805,071.54 197.95 2,805,269.49 Great tidewater glaciers, examples of early stages of P.O. Box 1089, 
ment, Alaska. post glacial forests, and rare species of wildlife mark Juneau, AK 99802. 

this, the largest area in the National Park System. 
Proclaimed. Feb. 26, 1925. Boundary changes: Apr. 18, 1939; 
Mar. 31. 1955. 

Glacier National Park, Mont. 1,012,084.98 1,513.42 1,013,598.40 Superb Rocky Mountain scenery, with numerous West Glacier, MT 59936. 
glaciers and lakes among high peaks, forms part of the 
Waterton-Glacier International Peace Park—estab­
lished May 2, 1932. 
Established, May II, 1910. Boundary changes: July 31. 1939; 
Dec. 13, 1944; April 11. 1972. 



Natural Areas 

ACREAGE 
OUTSTANDING CHARACTERISTICS 

NAME AND LOCATION AND PERTINENT DATA ADDRESS 
FEDERAL NON- GROSS 

FEDERAL 

Grand Canyon National Park, (Not available) (Not available) 1,218,375.00 The park, focusing on the world-famous Grand Canyon P.O. Box 129, Grand 
Ariz- of the Colorado River, encompasses the entire course Canyon, AZ 86023. 

of the river and adjacent uplands from the southern 
terminus of Glen Canyon National Recreation Area to 
the eastern boundary of Lake Mead National Recrea­
tion Area. The forces of erosion have exposed an im­
mense variety of formations which illustrate vast periods 
of geological history. 
Grand Canyon National Monument proclaimed, Jan. 11. 1908; 
National Park established. Feb. 26. 1919; transferred from Forest 
Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture Aug. 15. 1919. Boundary 
changes: Feb. 25. 1927; Mar. 7, 1928. A separate Grand Canyon 
National Monument proclaimed. Dec. 22. 1932. Boundary change: 
Apr. 4, 1949. Marble Canyon National Monument proclaimed 
Jan. 20, 1969. All three units and a portion of Lake Mead National 
Recreation Area combined with additional lands as National Park. 
Jan. 3, 1975. 

24 

25 Grand Teton National Park, 304,507.67 5,910.55 310,418.22 The most impressive part of the Teton Range, this series P.O. Box 67, Moose, WY 
Wyo. of peaks was once a noted landmark of Indians and 83012. 

"Mountain Men." The park includes part of Jackson 
Hole, winter feeding ground of the largest American 
elk herd. 
Established. Feb. 26, 1929. Boundary change: Sept. 14, 1950. 
through incorporation of part of former Jackson Hole National 
Monument, proclaimed. Mar. 15. 1943. Remainder of the monu­
ment was absorbed by National Elk Refuge. Wyo.. now ad­
ministered by Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Department of the 
Interior. 

Great Sand Dunes 35,614.69 1,051.82 36,666.51 Among the largest and highest in the United States, P.O. Box 60, Alamosa, 
National Monument, Colo. these dunes were deposited over thousands of years by CO 81101. 

southwesterly winds blowing through the passes of 
the lofty Sangre de Cristo Mountains. 
Proclaimed, Mar. 17, 1932. Boundary changes: Mar. 12, 1946; 
June 7, 1956. 

Great Smoky Mountains 514,757.53 2,256.69 517,014.22 Loftiest range east of the Black Hills, and one of the Gatlinburg, T N 37738. 
National Park, N.C.-Tenn. oldest uplands on earth, the Smokies have a diversified 

and luxuriant plantlife, often of extraordinary size. 
Federal acreage: 274,793.97 in N.C.; 239,963.56 in 
Tenn. 
Authorized, May 22, 1926; established for administration and 
protection only, Feb. 6, 1930; established for full development. 
June 15. 1934. Boundary changes: Apr. 19. 1930; July 19, 1932; 
Aug. 19. 1937; Feb. 22. 1944; July 26, 1950; Mar. II, 1957. 



Natural Areas 

ACREAGE 
OUTSTANDING CHARACTERISTICS 

NAME AND LOCATION AND PERTINENT DATA ADDRESS 
FEDERAL NON- GROSS 

FEDERAL 

Guadalupe Mountains 79,972. 42 79,972.42 Rising from the desert this mountain mass contains 3225 National Parks High-
National Park, Tex. portions of the world's most extensive and significant way, Carlsbad, NM 88220 

Permian limestone fossil reef. Also featured are a 
tremendous earth fault, lofty peaks, unusual flora and 
fauna, and a colorful record of the past. 
Authorized, Oct. 15. 1966; established, Sept. 30. 1972. 

Haleakala National 20,929.89 6,893.79 27,823.68 Within the large and colorful crater of 10,023-foot P.O. Box 537, Makawao, 
Park, Hawaii. Haleakala volcano, now dormant, lives a rare species Maui, HI 96768. 

of silversword. Other features are Kipahulu Valley, 
Seven Pools, and native and migratory birdlife. 
Established as a part of Hawaii National Park, Aug. I, 1916; 
authorized as Haleakala National Park, Sept. 13, 1960. Boundary 
change: Jan. 10, 1969. 

Hawaii Volcanoes National 217,029.61 12,147.42 229,177.03 Active volcanism continues here, on the island of Hawaii Volcanoes National 
Park, Hawaii. Hawaii, where at lower elevations luxuriant and often Park, HI 96718. 

rare vegetation provides food and shelter for a variety 
of animals. 
Established as Hawaii National Park, Aug. I, 1916; changed to 
Hawaii Volcanoes National Park, Sept. 22. 1961. Boundary 
changes: May 1, 1922; Feb. 12, 1927; Apr. II. 1928; June 20. 1938; 
July 16. 1940; July 1, 1961. 
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27 Hot Springs National 3,345.75 2 , 4 1 9 . 1 1 5,764.86 More than a million gallons of water a day flow from P.O. Box 1219, Hot Springs 
Park Ark. 47 hot springs here, unaffected by climate or seasonal National Park, AR 71901. 

temperatures. Persons suffering from illness or injury 
often seek relief in the ancient tradition of thermal 
bathing. 
Set aside as Hot Springs Reservation by Federal Government. 
Apr. 20, 1832; established as a national park, Mar. 4. 1921. 
Boundary changes: June 5, 1924; Feb. 14. 1931; June 15. 1936; 
June 24, 1938; Aug. 10, 1939; Aug. 24, 1954; Aug. 18. 1958; 
Nov. 12. 1959. 

Isle Royale National 539,279.94 539,279.94 The largest in Lake Superior, this forested island is P.O. Box 27, Houghton, 
Park Mich. a ' s 0 distinguished for its wilderness character, timber MI 49931. 

wolves and moose herd, and pre-Columbian copper 
mines. Land area: 133,779.94 acres. 
Authorized. Mar. 3. 1931. Boundary changes: May 28, 1934; 
June 20. 1938: Mar. 6. 1942; Aug. 14, 1958; Apr. II, 1972. 

Jewel Cave National 1,274.56 1,274.56 Caverns, in limestone formation, consist of a series of Custer, SD 57730. 
Monument, S. Dak. chambers connected by narrow passages, with many 

side galleries and fine calcite crystal encrustations. 
Proclaimed, Feb. 7. 1908; transferred from Forest Service. U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Aug. 10, 1933. Boundary change: 
Oct. 9, 1965. 

John Day Fossil Beds 2 035. 00 12, 370. 00 14, 405.00 Plant and animal fossils show five epochs, from Eocene Pacific Northwest Regional 
National Monument, Oreg. ' to end of Pleistocene Ofc, 1424 Fourth Ave., 

Authorized, Oct. 26, 1974. Sea t t l e , W A 98101. 
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Joshua Tree National 531,781.70 28,166.16 559,947.86 A representative stand of Joshua-trees and a great 74485 Palm Vista Dr., 
Monument, Calif. variety of desert plants and animals, including the Twenty-nine Palms, CA 

desert bighorn, exist in this desert region. 92277. 
Proclaimed, Aug. 10, 1936. Boundary changes: Sept. 25. 1950; 
June 30. 1961. 

Katmai National Monument, 2,792,137.00 2,792,137.00 Variety marks this vast land: lakes, forests, mountains, P.O. Box 7, King Salmon, 
Alaska. marshlands all abound in wildlife—including the AK 99613. 

Alaskan brown bear, the world's largest carnivore. Here, 
in this the second largest area in the National Park 
System, Novarupta Volcano erupted violently in 1912, 
forming the ash-filled "Valley of Ten Thousand 
Smokes" where steam rose from countless fumeroles in 
the ash. Today, only a few active vents remain. 
Proclaimed. Sept. 24. 1918. Boundary changes: Apr. 24. 1931; 
Aug. 4. 1942; Jan. 20, 1969. 
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29 Kings Canyon National Park, 459,956.09 166.86 460,122.95 Two enormous canyons of the Kings River and the Three Rivers, CA 93271. 
Calif. summit peaks of the High Sierra dominate this moun­

tain wilderness. General Grant Grove, with its giant 
sequoias, is a detached section of the park. 
General Grant National Park established Oct. I, 1890; abolished 
and its lands made part of Kings Canyon National Park when it was 
established on Mar. 4 1940. Other boundary changes: June 21, 
1940; June 5, 1942; Aug. 14. 1958; Aug. 6, 1965. 

Lassen Volcanic National 105,797.63 574.59 106,372.22 Lassen Peak, the only recently active volcano in the Mineral, CA 96063. 
Park, Calif. coterminous United States, erupted intermittently from 

1914-1921. 
Proclaimed as Lassen Peak and Cinder Cone National Monuments. 
May 6, 1907; made part of Lassen Volcanic National Park when 
established on Aug. 9. 1916. Boundary changes: Apr. 26. 1928; 
May 21. 1928; Jan. 19, 1929; Apr. 19, 1930; July 3. 1930; Aug. 10. 
1961; Apr. II . 1972. Wilderness (78,982 acres) established Oct. 19, 
1972. 

Lava Beds National 46,238.69 261.46 46,500.15 Volcanic activity spewed forth molten rock and lava P.O. Box 867, Tulelakc, CA 
Monument, Calif. here creating an incredibly rugged landscape—a 96134. 

natural fortress used by the Indians in the Modoc 
Indian War, 1872-73. 
Proclaimed. Nov. 21, 1925; transferred from Forest Service, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Aug. 10. 1533. Boundary changes: 
Apr. 27. 1951; Oct. 26, 1974. Wilderness (28,460 acres) established 
Oct. 13, 1972. 

Lehman Caves National 640.00 640.00 Tunnels and galleries decorated with stalactites and Baker, NV 89311. 
Monument, Nev. stalagmites honeycomb these caverns of light-gray and 

white limestone. 
Proclaimed, Jan. 24, 1922; transferred from Forest Service, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Aug. 10. 1933. 1 
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Mammoth Cave National 51,303.62 7.00 51,310.62 This series of underground passages—with beautiful Mammoth Cave, KY 42259. 
Park, Ky. limestone, gypsum, and cave onyx formations, deep 

pits and high domes, and an underground river—have 
been explored and mapped for 146 miles, making this 
the longest recorded cave system in the world. 
Authorized, May 25, 1926; provision for minimum park area, 
May 14. 1934; minimum area accepted for administration, May 22, 
1936; fully established July I, 1941. Boundary changes: Aug. 28, 
1937; June 5, 1942; June 30, 1948. 

Mount McKinley National 1,939,492.80 1,939,492.80 Mount McKinley, at 20,320 feet, is the highest moun- P.O. Box 9, McKinley 
Park, Alaska. tain in North America. Large glaciers of the Alaska Park, AK 99755. 

Range, caribou, Dall sheep, moose, grizzly bears, timber 
wolves, and other wildlife are highlights of this the 
second largest national park. 
Established. Feb. 26. 1917. Boundary changes: Jan. 30, 1922; 
Mar. 19, 1932. 
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Mount Rainier National Park, 
Wash. 

Muir Woods National Monu­
ment, Calif. 

Natural Bridges National 
Monument, Utah. 

North Cascades National Park, 
Wash. 

235,193.09 

492.09 

7,454.03 

503,240.00 

210.91 

61.46 

325.11 

,545.33 

235,404.00 

553.55 

7,779.14 

504,785.33 

This greatest single-peak glacial system in the United 
States radiates from the summit and slopes of an an­
cient volcano, with dense forests and subalpine flowered 
meadows below. 
Established. Mar. 2. 1899. Boundary changes: May 28, 1926; 
Jan. 31, 1931; June 27, 1960. 

This virgin stand of coastal redwoods was named for 
John Muir, writer and conservationist. 
Proclaimed, Jan. 9, 1908. Boundary changes: Sept. 22, 1921; 
Apr.5, 1935; June 26, 1951; Sept. 8. 1959; Apr. II. 1972. 

Three natural bridges, carved out of sandstone, are pro­
tected here. The highest is 220 feet above the streambed, 
with a span of 268 feet. 
Proclaimed. Apr. 16. 1908. Boundary changes: Apr. 16, 1908; 
Sept. 25, 1909; Feb. 11, 1916; Aug. 14, 1962. 

High jagged peaks intercept moisture-laden winds, 
producing glaciers, icefalls, waterfalls, and other water 
phenomena in this wild alpine region where lush forests 
and meadows, plant and animal communities thrive in 
the valleys. 
Established, Oct. 2, 1968. 

Longmire, WA 98397. 

Mill Valley, CA 94941. 

C/o Canyonlands National 
Park, Moab, UT 84532. 

Sedro Woolley, WA 98284. 

31 


