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INTRODUCT ICN

Refcre the invention of rechanical purps, wster had to be chtained
fror o strear or a cuz well., The=e wells were rade of brick cstone or
L
at

wood and conly wernt down to er, {uite often thev were pdiluted

by being dur to close tec rrivies and more cften, they becare dry be-
cauce rori*lated areaz syrung up arcund them,

Philadelrkis in 1694, while not a city bv todavé definition, was a
thrieving and growing cormmunity. It %ad cver seven hundred dwellings

and several tbhousand inhabitante,

= &
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e cof these inhabitante lived on Chestnut Strect in a3 brielr

(o8

sva~e"., Pe had rost 1likely to the rear of btis rrorerty the well that

is now below the Entrance Hall of Independence La?l. The rroperty had
orizin=11ly becn given by William Tenn te EZEvan Qliver as a "heonus" lot

in 1482, Oliver vas a Jelch wnod-rancer who so far ras eluded the re-

searcher. The chain of title for the rroperty reveal:z *%z* +he lot

bl 5
was 497 feet by 255 feet deer.
In 196 the rro-ertv was owned bv David Powell wkn in that vear

rortyaged it to David Evans., Tke Zvan Cliver transaction Zees not in-
dicste 2 dwelliny an? therefore, in all rrohability nec well was located
en the site, It is most rrobable trzt the house and well were built

a survevor yenran, between 1600 an3 1696, Nn infor-
ratioen or *%c deccrirtion of the kovse or well has hcen found., The lot
and harc the brick dwelling were scld in 1729 to the Frovince bf

Pennsylvania by Riclzrd Hill, a wealthy rerchant. The house, the evi-

=

dence of which is now grne forever, was torn down rricr to the erection

=



o

of the State House, remaininz burgied beneath was the ferzotten well.

Tn Certerber , 10¢7 yhile breaking up concrete in order to lower
the Intrance F-11 fJoor teo its original level, a workran broke through
the cer on the well, Thus sending arctitects, histerizns and archaeolo-

L
cists alike in srarch of 2 well that hsd rerained hidden for over two

Because cf previous cblizstions of Nationsl Park Service, archae-

oute?4e helr wac obflined.
!

fe «-14

Cn Serterber 12, 1967, the well wac observed, found sa
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SITE DESCRIPTION

.
The well was found bel»~v in the nerthuest corner »7 the Entrance

« It was covere? with a red sandsteone cap which broke and in part

fel? into the well, The ssndstone car was cover a 14" x 14" orening and
was bonded with.s white wortar. The sguare opening and a crobelpl area
below were bonde? witk z re? mwortar, 1

The vpper rart of the well was a void consisting of stale air and

4
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had filled to a depth

Q,

an accurulation of dirt on the brick walls,

£ 18
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2! below the firet floor datur line. On the surfzce there was a

o

nd

m

fine scrim trat consisted of punky wocd, cut nails, straighkt rins
the bulb cof percuscisn of the red sandctnone,
In crder to wake the well accessable, a sca®folding was rlaced

a2

over the opening and witt the use of a set of blocks, the archaeologist
was lowered intc the well, Iicht was rade avéilable and all artifacte,
detrituc and excavating raterial were reroved from the well in a bucket
at the end of a rore.

Fach r-rning and afternoon, fresh air was blown inteo the well.

Work prorrecsed slowlyv because of the crarred conditions, DTust and

stale air wrre a constant probler, COften small rieces of dirt fell off

A north-szouth orientation line an? elevations were establishred
within the well. (On several occasions, the archaeolorist leoc* his

sence cof direction because of the shapre of the well,)



The brick casing was 404" in diaretcr ani war rade fror red bricks
that sverared 84 x 2 1/¢. Cnly two bricks were reasured for their width

due to the rrecarioucnecss of rerovinz the brick. They sverared 42",

-]

The firet stratur encruntere? belcw the scrimr was a corracted wud.

L.
It wzs excaveted in ite entirety as cne unit. Irn scre vlaces the rud
had fallen awayv fror tre wall and k23 been rerlaced by clay that had
vached into thc openings. Within the rud were frund artifacte of late
19th and early 20th century oririn, The layering of wooden chips within
the mud indicates vater derosition., The bettor cf the rud had a concave

csection, the center cf vwhich was A" belew the zidesz,

s loar clav was interrurted

bt

Trhe mud was wnderlain bv 2 loar clay.
by 2 1" lens of brown sand. An additicnal stratur of clay was frund be-

low tre brown sand., (211 the excavs*inz below tre wud wac done at one

[

eact cides,) The loa

ot

foot intervalsz slternzting between the west and
clay and brown san” contained no artifacts. It was anparent that this
+ g TP heR ‘A th 14} 1 3 s 3

stratzx had wached in*c the well threncsk srsll openings in the bricks.
Felow ttisz clay threre were alt-rrnating lavers of brown eand and

clay. Each brown sand stratur crntzined artif=cts of 19th centurv ~rigin.

The clay strata with the excertdéon of the clay belev the wrertar and

brick fragrente contained no artifacts.

At the bottor of the well forming 2 ¢ there was 2z
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lens of wortar and brick fragmentz, Thic raterial care frow the corbeled

arch, It wae cver = lens ~f cl=v that contained three pocesible 17th o

4 |

18th century artifacts. It is rost likely that these three ’ragwents*

wasted in wit! the clay thrruch the holes in the brick casing.

Below thiz casing waz a cr?}se-grained brown sand. It is at least

t Frifang rud
) Frog=t Blvs. Srpud JJ,G(



three feet deeper than the well., At the hottor where the brick and
. ] -
coyrse sand reet, the well was 32" wide.
In order to rrevent the colhpsing of the casing, the well was com-

rletely filled with yellow sand.
L
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SITE DESCRIPTION

Site #2

[

Trial Trench
w.

In order to vzlidate the age of the well, 2 trisl trench was exca-
vated acrecss the center of the Entrance Hall parallel te and fror fcur
tn eix fect fror tre front raneling below the chair-rail,

The urper rart of thic area had been rercved in rreraration for

establishing the oricinal flonr level. The western twe feet of the

xcavated in order to deterrine the derosition. A deer re-
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fi1led arca was encountered just below the surfice. This was underlain
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by a lens of lime snd a 7" old huruzs. The arez belew the hurus

After thiz section hat heen excavated by trowel, the rcrainder of
the refilled 2re2 was cwvcavated vsing 2 shovel and hick by Independence
National Fieterie FPark rersonnel, The lime an? bhurus strata were evca-
vated us'ne a8 trowel. All the raterial wac screened. Apparently all
the artifacts in the refilled area are fror the 12tk century. Tt has
not been deterrined sn? rrabib?v will not be determined if anv eof the

artifscts in tre hurus are fromr the 17th certury. In both the rr<ill

and tre hurus, there were mwany bone rottery znd glass frarrents.

Toward tre castern end nf the trial trench, there were twoc bricks

(@]

0

in place a 1little askew fror beinr parallel to the zidec of the trench.
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Trese bricks measured €2 x /% x 2.
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right have been tc surrort a scaffnld. Neitber had any mertar on it.
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The area abcve the corbellinc and arcuni the car ajacent te brick

fo

flue w~r: in the northwest cerner ¢f tre Entrance Fall was filled witkh
srall pieces of rec sandstone, Foe sare rateriagl fror yhich the cap was

. The use cf red sandctone elsevkere in the building could help to
L.

eterrine tbe gge ¢f this part of +he feature,



£ITE DESCRIPTION
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Cite #2
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The void in the frcent csteps was investicated before that zrea

wvas filled witr concrete. It was divided intn three Zones A, B,
and C. A L" sectiorn nf t+re ontire void (Zone A) wzz treweled and

floor Zatur line, ™maisturbed rzterial was encountered st 132" below

the datur. All the artifacts fror Zones i, R and C could be 1Eth

o]
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CONCIUSICNS
Wry would someone in the rid-nineteenth century decide to exca-

vate a well?

r

How ceculd such a large c;ening'be devoid of any ccnterpory arti-
facts?

The well as n~ted in the site dececrintion, eontained with the possi-
ble exception of three srall pottery fragment:c, nc artifacts that could

£ =

prove the zre of the well, These three picces conuld lLave been washed

inte the well w

S
+
iyt

2in tke loar clav. Ther are the onlv artifacts of 17th

o
%]
-

o ~ | 2 3
were frind in the well

K

18tk centnry origin t

seer tr indicate an early origin for tre corbelling, 7frh3rs in eonnee-
tion vit: a wooden purp that was rlaced above. Yt the refill around

rlaced irn

B2
' ‘l.

However, t

and the rol cendstone indicate $hat the gtone was rlaced abeve the cor-

off 4t the time that the brieck 13ned fluec were rlacesd ir the CState

fal ¥ of

Fouse. This cculd zcerint for the verticzal wall of re

§ e

1led material,

trhe sb

m

ence ~f refill on toy of the e>»bc¥ng and the necessity to £ill

e

n tre area with the rel sandstone chirs,

That soreone wculd bether to dig cut the well for any reason is
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most difficult te iragine.
The lime in the trial trench reost likely cores freor tle builcding of

the State Fauge, The refil] sbrve was rlaced there while levelinc the

original flecr, while the hurus belrw has direct conncetion to the occu-
L.
pancy of tre rrorerty before the State Hourse existed.

o
o
+

Tre lire and hurus z3*rsts within the trial trench bear = dir

-

relationshir to the well ani corbeled arra. The downward curved hurus
and lime uwkere it intersects the wall of the well iniicatez that it
settled and aleo helred tc rrove the connecticn between the hurus and the
well, Fow the well even witr a rurr above it cculc e;ist for 30 vears
without sore artifacte findinc their wsay into thenwell is stranze. Fow
the 19th century artifacts got inte the well is neot fully undercstood.

In 211 rrobsbility, the original cap wags reroved ané replaced with

the red sandstrne cap after the artifacts were cropped in tke well,

d

This rerlacement cculd have taken place when the fleoer of the Entrance
Y211 was raised,

The lear clay intrusion inte the brown sand could only have core

[N

from water wachinc thie rgterisl into the well.

The mud had nco large artifizets., It eculé have been water de-csited
in rart by the water runnins thrcuch rodent holes. Yowever, a crurle
iren fragments inl'cate that sore of the dercsitieorn was frare alore.

In all rrobability, the well was dur to the rear of the dwellin-
house owned by David Powell and David Evane. It ie unfertunate that thre

excavation cruld not be related tec a srecific rerson eor to a srecific

historical researchk will sore day cshed more lirht

m

point in time. Pcrhap

on the occurante and the rystery nf the well,



ARTIFACTS

Lececscsion No, 2203

It

Artifacte vere excavated fror 211 three cites ( the well, the
,

trial trench an~ the void in the north entrance sters)., Ther bave

(4]

been cleaned and are now in ctoraze in the baserent of the Second Eanl,

Tre artifactes that were excavzted fror the well are Aiagnnrtically

4

nineteenth century. Thre urper part of the rud ecoulc even bhe early

»

tventieth century. 4 riece of rlastic ané two emell brace objectes indi-

1

b

cate a late date. The 1890 nickel, cut nails, buttons and shoes show

that some of the artifacts are of nineteenth eentury origin,

Thev are 2ll nineteenth certur~ and covld be a3z late as 1875,

The clav stratur belov the well ceontained three very srall vrotiery
Any of the three could ds*e frer the eighteenth century.
They are tve only tancible rroof of the wells early orizin.

The trial trench tlat vas duz across the Entrance Fall of Indepen-
dence Fz11 eontuined onlv cigzbtecnth century artifacts. While the old

Furus was feund, no artifacts cculd be rroven tc be nf seventeenth cer-

e

"aects fror the well

Jo

tury crigin. More work shoulé b~ 4Aone ~n hoth tte zrt

L

AL

n3 trese fror thke trial trench,

(

Zones A, R and C were evcavated in tke veoid of the nerth entrance

sters. The area ah~vc Zone 4 had been evcsvated rrevicusly. Zone C
was undisturbed eartl. Zones A srd B contzined artifacts, Poth are

conterrory with the building of the State Ecouce,



ACCE3SION NO,J « & F

Description: Excevated Material From:

1. Well below Entrance Hall in
Independence LHall

2. Trizl Trench acrecss Entrance
Hall

3, Material from Veid in North
Entrance steps

Date of Accession: Oct. 1967

Source of Accession:! Found by
C. I. Wilson
Contractor

Gift / Loan / Purchase / Purchase with donated funds / Salvage / Transfer / A
Value: .

Remerks:

¢

Tocidoper x & 2

Acknowledgnent sent: Source of accesslon card:

Catalogued: Certificate sent:



ARTI\EACT LA ST

FIELD SPECIMEN DATA

F2? NO. Lot Square Depth Identification Association
BAG NO.
[ wWELL ScRim | Ponky WooD
vl WELL RKERYM FeLs PaR Cur 95
o WELL SCRIM 5 cuT NAILS
| Button SWAaNK
4 wELL SCRYM So L SAmPLE
5 WELL S<Rwm 2 COT NAWS
| BONE FRAGMENT
3 GLass
FRAGMENTS |
Li\mE
LhGAR
WwuiTeE
Baas [=&
PLACED 1IN

ONE BRox




FI_NO.

Ba& no.

Square

FIELD SPECIMEN DATA

Depth

WELL

Identification

MORTAR
SCREW, TAPERED
2ACUT NAWS
KGR T GREEN
GLASS FRAGAENT

DARe G Reewn
GLASS FRAGMENT

STRA\GAT PN
*§

CleaR GLass
ERAGMENT

Association



F? NO.

Lot

Baca NoO.

FIELD SPECIMEN DATA

Square Depth
|
weELL mod
,

Identification

|0 WINDOW-LIGRT
ERAEGMENTS

3 STRA\GHT PINS
| Qrass RouTTon

\ mevaL RBoTvton

WiITH RameanT
L\ON

Con S¢ \¥0

I SLate PenaiL
FRAG MENT

N PEACH PITS

s CuT NALLS 0
CASINGS
D SmALL WoeD

FRAGMERNTS

| Plece Re D sawd
LT NG

I (WEAR GQLASS

FRAGMENT

\ FRAGKEWT
Curuved GLASS

| C\LAY g Rowl

\ PoTTe Ry FRAG -
MENT
Purce FeELI AR

Association

SAME AS CAP



P2 NO.

Lot

Rag # 8

FIELD SPECIMEN DATA

Square Depth
WELL MuD
L.

Identification

| SOLE + WEALUL
OF SHOoFE

S EmaLe PIECES
OF CLoTw

\ R\8 RonE

I QUT NAILS

| PEACW PIT

Q Smarl FRaG -
MENTS OF WIN-
Dow LIGHKRT

[ VERTE BRAE
4 S maLL BoNE S

PLASTAC RED
Bow

Round IRoN FRAG-
menT g

R HoLE RouTTON
S/? D\‘!..

Dagw. GREEN &LASS
FRAG MENVT

4 STRa&UT PiINs
\ Pe SVATE

ButTon EV% 3\A|?.

O CLEAR GLASS
FRAGMENRTS

|\ PorTeay FRAGMENT
BLUE Wit Gold

o

Association

FRom SHoOE



F? NO.

Lot

BRI,

- 15-6]

FIELD SPECIMEN DATA

Square Depth
welLL Mmud
17.00-11\50
L

Identification

LEATUER SOLE +
Wead 'l

[0 TOmBLER FRAL
MENTS

20 W Nbdow- LIGKT
FRAG MENTS

2L \RoN ENCRUNTA
Twong

L Co PRER wkE

L R\® MRowe FRAG
MENTS

G STRAVGEWT Ping

| RBRALs  PAPER-
e

S &GLALS BuTrons

5 PLECes Lead
FRoMm PenciL

\ CloTw FRAGMENT

3 Miuc GLASS
FRAGMENTS

CoPPER TURE

S

Association



F? NO.

Lot

Boag &

q-15-61

FIELD SPECIMEN DATA

Square Depth
WEeEwL muo D
Noo- Mse
L

Identification

JeT BouTTon
weod

2 TUMBLER FRAG-
MENTS
SLATE PENCIL rRie-
MENT

3 R1IB RONE FRag -
MENTS

b BONE FRAGAENTS
| Plece *Lesvusk

Ag W Ivdows- LIGKHT
FRAGE MENTS

4 MiLike Glass
FRAG mEpPTS

2 STRA\GET /NS

| Red EARTLEN waee
FRaG MEWT. SMaLL

& BoTrLe GLass
FRALAMENTS

WookeN BT OF
PenaL

BRAS:‘ '1\?96‘7: ?-

v

Association



FIELD SPECIMEN DATA

Lot Square Depth
WELL Moo- 1Nse
.

Identification

T&oN Png
5‘\1.'45‘\\ * 'ls.

dS QDN ENCRUL-
TRATION &

4 FRAbMINT?
oF PLATE 1RON
EMAL

-

Association



F? NO.

Bag NoO

s

Q- 19-¢7

FIELD SPECIMEN DATA

Lot Square Depth
WeLL MUD
o 1900

Identification

\0 TunmRLER
FRAGMENTS

\RON RATE
SU\L 3 "\L

WooD, Shavl

TATions
CoPPer: WikRE

cLay PiPe STEM,
beAMAE

B Wwindow- LIEKT
FRA G MENTS
2 Pietey LeeTuet
I b mMeEwT FUAT-
QLats - T™ICk
I Rotrie TuP FRas

ME N

| RBRown o "
U woven  Buttyn
WITH Suank
\ Rie Boneg
{ CvconvT WUl
FRae mEnT

2 Lear PeneiL
LEADS

| STRA16 T PIN
I TeT BoTToN

| PIELE SAND SToue,
Red

LARGE SToONE

4 1RON  [WCRLY -

b waiTe GLaSs BuTTons

B

Association

FRom CAP



F3 NO.

BAG N6
13

F-1¥ -7

FIELD SPECIMEN DATA

Lot Square Depth
weLe mubd
L

Identification

KEY
Q0 window LiguT
FRAGMENTS
9 TUMABLER FRAG~
MERT S
woed
| VERTERYRA
| WIS 06" BRoeen
Clay P\PG;MDUTH
P\:‘(E-‘
[T IROM INCRUSTA
Tien s
Q Piecey LesTuer
i CLOTH FRAGMEMT

3-U HOLE GLASS
RoTtTone

I 3 WHolE GLASS
RuoTToN

léLATE penci
FRAGMENT

I RoweE

" cosrer CL\P”

LAMINATED GLASS
Pine ~wuiTE
BLUE « WM\TE

Warh sukiTawCeE
Ul e WD W N

9

Association



Lot Square

BAG NO.
Y

Q-19-67

weel

FIELD SPECIMEN DATA

\200 -\?'so

.

Identification

MOR TAR

15 wivbow LI1GUT
FRAG MENTS

10 1RoN INCRULTL -
TioNg

L CLay Mmaenle
CWAECoa L

\ R\R Rone

| FRAG menT QLERR
G\LASS

TuN FRAGMENT oF
REN SAND STONE

| O
Association
imE 4< CAP



FIELD SPECIMEN DATA

[

P3 NO. Lot Square Depth Identification Association
{
RBAG No,
1)
WELL

1%00-1¥80 MORTAR,
$e | BRI FRAGMENT

| WiNDow - CIGH T
FRAGMENT

| FRae MENT ReD | SAME AS

AP
SAND STOWE L

Q-\-6b1 |




F? NO.

Lot

BaG NO.
|G

Q- 19-67

FIELD SPECIMEN DATA

Square Depth
|
WEH 1 €S0-1908
8

Identification

3w indow-LIGNKT

FRAGMENTS

2 IRON INCRUSTA

TiONS
MorTaR
CNARed L

| RoTTLr GLALS
FRAG yewT

I 2

Association



F2 NO.

Lot

Bac no,

7

9-19-67

FIELD SPECIMEN DATA

Square Depth
WeLL
Ig00- 1750
|

Identification

ChHARCoA L
BRuw Fragmonre
SALDETUNE, FLAT

|3

Association



A-19- 67

FIELD SPECIMEN DATA

Lot Square Depth
BRow N Land
P W 1850-19 50
L.

Identification

S RONLTOME FRAG-
MENTY, From
FeoTed vesseL

3 |RONLTONE FRAG-
MENTS FLAT

I FRAG menT RED
SAaND §Tow£-'

| CoPper TacCk
CwaRCoAL

W OVRON ' NCRUCTA-
Tions

I WinDow- L tonT
FRAG MENT

Iy

Association

SAME A4S
CAP

LAME STRATY M

AS  STOWNE WARE

BoTTLe s



F3 NO.

Lot

Bac No.
9.

Sguare

FIELD SPECIMEN DATA

Depth

19 80-20m0
.

Identification

. STonE WARE
RovTLES

~ A mcFarLand

b C.wHiTTEMORE
MEAT)

Venised ?

| FRA&MERT BRowwn
€ Aeﬁsers wARe BaLE

ATTATC e d To FRag-

MENT From
GLASS BoTTLE

( FRA G MENT SWUTE
PerveiL

4 1Ron INCRUSTA -
Tions

CLAY MARERLE

LPeLey Ren
SANDRTONE

L FRAGMENTS FRom
TumBLER

Basc Pousu - PonTiL
RoTrie

T IRONSTONG Feag
MENTS ‘
| FRaemENT |\ NeN-
GLALS

|5

Association



F3 NO.

FIELD SPECIMEN DATA

Rag No
20

Lot Square Depth
BROWN SAND
weLL
19.50-200¢
.

Identification

OYSTER Suew

Wandte Red
ELARTUEN wWARE

S IRONSTONE FRAG
MENTS

I WiNDow- LIGKT
FRAGMENT

|\ TRAGMENT S LATE
PeNLL
B PECES MoRTAR

3 FRAG mENTS oF

ROTTLE &LALS
A Cigag

B AQua
S DNArRe GREEN

{ BonE FRrag menT
I Rown d UNDE TRR-

MINED  RigC(E
BroceN

v

Association



FIELD SPECIMEN DATA ' rj

Identification Association

F3 NO. Lot Square Depth

BAG NO,

%I WE LL BRowNn SAMVD @ TumBLER FRAGNENTS

Below ClAy | ClLeae

48.00-20%c |3 \RONS ToNE mRAG

Bown sane) [ FRAGAMENITS RRowyN
EARTUENWARE

1 GlASS FeAGmenTS

9-149-¢7




FIELD SPECIMEN DATA

e

FZ NO. Lot Square Depth Identification Association
‘BA6 ND
Q ,z' wELL 20.00- DoSo RED MORTAR, Wme a3
ARV
P}AC) NO COQ BEL'N (v
23 Wwelu Rew- obarse SAMBLE
Comined we UL
BAE NO RRiug Feon CORREL-
30 | 'N &
BAG WNo Lowee Beown MokTag
8 SOND STRATUM | O QLaSS FRA GMEWTS
QA.%0-\7
o Moe<Re. NG
S

F- %0 -7




F? NO.

Lot

BA@ NO -
PN

FIELD SPECIMEN DATA

Square Depth
We L ReowN
Sand

.

Identification

STone waARE Rotr(E
AM, Mc FARLAML
Ay 3y
wooh
23 GLasS RuxTLE
FRAGMENTS
ISE® ags

\ Piece oF Coa

i PleCe Cuapcoar

' Fowi Bone

7 1RoN yTONE Feas -
MeENTS

| FRAGMENT BLyE +

WHTTE gopr PALTT
QOTT'EQY

Q BOT\‘(F Fue'ﬁt"fr_‘;
% '&ON INLQ\):‘TQ.‘-‘D'JS

U Cobper Suapme BoTron

| Frag MINT Gleep)
ERIETR e1s WRRE

19

Association



F3 NO.

Bic No
277

FIELD SPECIMEN DATA

Lot Square Depth
RRowon
weL SAND
L\

Identification

[CoT NAaIL

QIRON INCRLUSTA
TioN S SmaLe

’
[FRAG MeNT CURVED
GlASE
L Smal. FRAGMENTS
oF foTTery

| Bowe WANDE
LT
T 2%
( Rovew on ONE SidE
$moory OW CTHER)

0

Association



F2 NO.

Lot

8AG NO.

Square

FIELD SPECIMEN DATA

Depth

LWELL

ReD-opaNGE
Sawd
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SITE
TOCATTON
SUBJECT

1

#1

Entrance Hall
Well

The well iz located in the Northwest corner
of the FEntrance Hall of Independence Fall.
Tt was coverrd with a red sandstone cap
(shown to the right of the opening),
Descent into the well was made through this
opening %

*No record of the well existed in the
archival material for Inderendence Hall,






PFCTOGRAPH
SITE
LOCATICN
SUBJEGCT

2

41

Entrance Fall
Well

£

This is the top of the corbeling that was
rlaced above the well, The interior was 1aid
ur in ecrder to wake a 14" x 14" opening. Be-

low are the bricks (stretcher-) that comprize
the well casing.






PHOTOGRAPH
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LOCATICN
SUBJECT

3

#1 )

Below Fntrance Hall
Corbeling

The corbeled section of the well is a mag-
nificent piece of workmanship., It is com-
prized of headerc fitted not only in a

circular pattern, but also fitted to form
the opening. The mortar that was found in
these joints was alse found along with

brick fragrents nt the bottor »f the well.
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A
#1
Relow Entrance Hall
Bottom of Well

The bottom of the well wag set in course
sand. At this print it was 32" wide.
Crarped quarters made phetographing the
interior of the well quite difficult,

The aren between the survey pin and the
foot of the tripod is a vertieal profile of
alternating stratur of loam clay and dark
brown sand, (Rule = A")
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SURJECT

5

A2

Entrance Hall

Well Casinz and Mandible

The mandible »f a deer war found in the old
humuis., Tt wes in associntion with 18th
century artifacta.

No artifacts were found in the cavity created
between the hurus and the well casing. The

entire undisturbed area wns dotted with small
koles,
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SURJECT

6

#2

Fntrance Va1l
Rricks

Theze are
that were
nceurance
they were

o€ the State House. They are 5 t- A' from the

r

two of three brievs (#4 x 43 x 2 3/°)
found on top of the hums,* There

in this epot would indicate that

of the type used in the construction

wood panelins and feet from the west

wall.

¥Third was to the nnrth of those shown; there
were none to the south,






PECTOAGRAFH 7

.

SITE #2
TCCATION Entrance Fall r
SURJECT Western Yalf of Trinl Trench

There are five strata in the trench., The
uppermost is refill that wasz placed there
when the Ctate House built. The limre Jens
wag from craftaman werking on the building.
Relow this is a lens of yellow eand ( not
noticeable in this picture). The humus pre
dates the corpletion of tre building. It
contains 1Pth century material, but in all
rrehability extends ever a pericd of several
hundred yearc. The loar elayv belowr the humus
contained no agrtifactc.






PHOTCOGRAPH
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ST TERT
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#2 &

Entrance Pall

South Weat Corner nf Trial Trench

r

The hurmus in thias trench has a definite
ascociation with the well, Theyv are con-
terporary.

No trees or large root scvsterms were in
evicdenc~., The sub-gnil was well full of
rinute holes., Thege were vertiecle and often
extended thr entire depth of the loar clay
that wes exeavated.
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9
#2
Fntrance Hall

Junction ¢f Jell and 01d Funrus

r

This is the west end of the trial trench. To
the right of the phntepgraph are the red sand-
ctones chips that wvere used to refil] the arca
above the well ecasing. To the left above the
lire is the refill that was placed in the
Intrance Ilall when the State Fouse was bullt,
Below the lime there is a lens of yellow sand.
These twe lenges are continnens throvghoust the
trial trench. Each lens varies frer 1/2" to a
trace. They wvere in all probability deposited
when the State Fouse was built. The dovmward
curve of the lime lenc tas in part been eaused
bv the caving in of the arrz gurrrunding the
well casing. Wnte the relationship of the lime
lens teo *he top of the brick., The hurus is
geven incheg thick., It yeilded enly 18€th cen-
tury artifacts., (17th century material way be
fand when the artifacts are further studied.)






PECTOGRATE 10

SITE #2 ‘

LOCATICN kntrance Hall ~
CURJECT Well Casing and Corbeling )

Well casing was mortar covered at this level
in order to retain ccrbeled arca abeve, The
bricrs in the upper part of the picture are
thase trat were frund around the 14" x 14"
opening. To both sides are the red sandstone
chirs that werec used to fill in arcund the
well casing.,






FHCTOGRATH 11 .

~Tern //3

[SIepY i

LACATION Nerth Intrance - Inderpendence Yall r
SURJEAT Void In Steps

Ruler indicates depth of veild before work
began con Zcne A,






PHOTOGRAPH
SITE
IOCATINN
SURJICT

12 -

#7

North Intrance - Inderendence Hall
Void In Steprs

Test hole dug in eactern end of void in order
t~ determine depth to undisturbed earth., Un-
@isturbed carth enecountered at 122" below datum,
Nineteenth eontury rubble and artifacts in veid.
Eightcenth century artifacts in 7ones A and R,
Zone C wis vndistnrbed earth., Void was filled
with coneretn, before sters were rebuilt.
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