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THE OOOJMENV<TION OF BATMHOUSE ROW IN HOT SPRINGS NATIONAL AllRK, 
HOT SPRINGS, ARKANSAS WAS UNDERTAKEN BY TME WASHINGTON, D. C. 
Ofl'ICE OF THE HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY (HA8S) AN D 
WAS COSPONSOREO BY THE SOUlliWEST REGIONAL OFFICE, THE DENVER 
SERVICE CENTER OF THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE AND THE ARKANSAS 
STATE HISTORIC PRESEJNllTION OFFICE. 

THE HABS AELD RECOADNG PRO..e:T WAS CONOOCTro BY TME HABS/HAER 
tMSION, ROBERT J. KAPSCH, OilEF, AND WAS ORGANIZED AND llRECTED 
BY KENNETH L. Af.ClERSON, PRINCIPAL ARCHITECT , HASS . THE t.£ASUIED 
mAWINGS WERE PROOUCED DURING THE 5'.N,..;R OF BSq IN THE HABS' 
HOT SPRINGS ~ OFFlCE BY PR>JECT 9JPERVISOR, MICHAEL PETERS 
(ASSOCIATE PRCFESsal, AROilTECTURE, TEXAS TECH. UNIVERSITY), AND 
ARCHITECTURE TECHNICIANS, LEONARD KUWINSl<I ( SOiOOL Of THE ART 
~TITUTE OF OilCAGO) , ~ MCCALL ( UNVERSITY OF KANSAS ) , 
BRIAN MCCORMIO< (UNIVERSITY OF ILUNOIS), AND DANIEL WININSKI 
( UNIVERSITY OF WYOMING ). 

BATHHOUSE ROW REMAINS TODAY AS A PICTURESQUE REMINDER OF AMERICA'S EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY INTEREST 
IN HEALTH SAIS. THE PRESENT BATHHOUSES ON BATHHCIJSE ROW ARE THE SECOND AND IN SOME CASES, THIRD ell rouRTH 
GENERATION ()' BATHING lllCILITIES IN THIS LOCATION. THE ARST BATHHOUSE WAS BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN BUILT 
ABOUT 1830. PRIOR TO THAT TIME THE INDIGENOUS INDIAN CULTURES HAD 1.DNG MADE USE OF THE SPRINGS. 

THE BATHHOUSE ROW CONSISTS OF EIGHT BATHHOUSES, THE NATIONAL AllRK ADMINSTRATION BUILDING, AND A SERIES OF 
WALKWAYS, THE MOST IMPORTANT W/U.KWfl;f BEING THE F!10MENADE WHICH RUNS NORTH AND SOUTH IMMEDIATELY BEHIND 
AND TO THE EAST OF THE BATHHOUSES. THE EIGHT BATHHOUSES ARE THE SUPERIOR, HALE, MAI.RICE, FORDYCE , QUAPAW, 
OZARK, llUCKSTAFf, AND LAMAR. ALL DATE FROM ABOUT THE SECC:tlD DECADE OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY Al-Cl WERE 
CONSTRUCTED IN A VARIETY OF STILES, SOME a' WHIOi ARE QUITE EXOTIC AND REFLECT THE ECLECTIC ARCHITEJ:T\MlAL 
INTERESTS OF THE EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY. THE INTERNATIONAL FLAVCll OF THE ARCHITECTURE INO.lJDED SUCH STILES 
AS SPANISH REVIVAL, ITAUANATE AND EDWARllAN. 

THE BATHING INDUSTRY PROSPERED THROJGHOVT THE FIRST HALF OF THIS CENTURY BECAUSE THE WATERS WERE CON­
SIDERED TO BE THE CURE FOR VARIOUS AILMENTS. THESE BUILDINGS SAW THEIR PEAK OF OPERATIONS IN 19'46, JUST 
AFTER THE SECOND WORLD WAR. TODAY, ONLY THE 9.JCKSTAFF AND LAMAR CONTINUE TO OPERATE AS BATHHOUSES. 
THE OTHER SIX ARE VACANT, ALTHOUGH TOURS ARE CONDUCTED THROUGH THE PARTlAl.LY MANTAINED FORDYCE, THE 
MOST ORNATE OF THE BATHHOUSES. 
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